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T EEE LOCO  TEMA  TRE  
Cleanliness 	Comfort 	Good Orchestra 	Perfect Pictures  

Our Programs may be  
equalled but  

Cannot be Beaten.  

UNITED WE STAND 
 

DIVIDED WE FALL.  
UNIONISTS, you know what the above  

means. Whether you are in the Railway 
 

Service or any other calling, UNIONISM 
 

and all it stands for deserves your 
 

UNITED SUPPORT. If you do not give 
 

it, then you are helping the other side and 
 

all it stands for, i.e., Cheap Labour and 
 

Sweated Conditions. The Theatrical 
 

Employees' Association have fought hard 
 

in the Arbitration Court for what it has 
 

got, help them to keep it.  
Never in the history of Australia has 

 

the necessity for Unity been greater.  
So pass the word to the boys and your 

 

families to  

Support The Loco.  

PROGRAMME CHANGED TWICE WEEKLY.  

Victoria Street, NORTH MELBOURNE. 
 

• 
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0l1r dun#pltt#r. 
They are slaves who will not dare 

All wrongs to right, 
All rights to share." 
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MANAGERIAL REPORT. 
" The Footplate " is published 

monthly. 
All Branch Secretaries and Executive 

officers are empowered to act as 
agents for this journal. Hand your 
contributions, naine and address to 
them. We do the rest. 

All matter intended for publication to 
be sent to the Editor, Mr. A. S. Drakeford, 
and should be addressed to Editor, "Foot-
plate," Loco Hall, Victoria Street, West 
Melbourne. Phone Central 10235. 

Correspondents must attach their 
names and addresses, not necessarily 
for publication. No matter of a per-
sonal character will be published. 

Literary.—To ensure publication, con 
tributions must be in not later than the 
19th of each month. Branch reports 
should be in hands of Editor as soon as 
possible after the monthly meeting. 
Write on one side of paper only. 

Subscribers should see that "The 
Footplate" is sent to their private 
address, and not to loco. sheds. Sub-
scribers will be held responsible for 
any failure of delivery duc to change 
of address. They should notify Postal 
authorities of any altered address, and 
forward same also to their Branch 
Secretary. 
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EDITORIAL. 
THE STRIKE OF ENGINEMEN 

ON THE COMMONWEALTH 
RAILWAYS. 

Once more the wheels have stopped 
revolving for a brief period in the 
endeavor to emphasise grievances of 
locomotive men which went without 
redress. This time it was the engine-
men of the Commonwealth Railways 
who stepped down from footplate to 
terra firma to add weight to their 
daims. 

"The Footplate" has no hesitation 
in saying that the strike should not 
have been, but in saying that it does 
not by any means lay the blame at 
the door of the men who struck. The 
general public are not likely to be 
influenced in their judgment of such 
matters by the causes. They judge 
by results, and the results to them in 
a great many cases were the complete 
upsetting of business and holiday ar-
rangements and much personal incon-
venience. 

The strike need not, and should not, 
have been necessary, and the efforts 
that were made by the press to make  

it appear that the sole reason for the 
strike was the refusal to grant a free 
railway pass to the union organiser 
would mislead all but railwaymen, 
most of whom remember the suppres-
sion and misrepresentation of the 
dailies in 1903. We believe that had 
the Commonwealth locomotive men 
been linked up with our Federation 
the strike would never have taken 
place, because it would have been pos-
sible to show that something was be-
ing asked for that was already in 
existence elsewhere. The matter, 
however, was not well handled, and 
the men were waiting expectantly in 
the desert to hear of some oppor-
tunity being given them of getting 
their grievances collected, discussed 
and ventilated through the usual chan-
nel, their union organiser. The agree-
ment under which they worked with 
their Department had expired, and 
there was necessity for getting 
matters put on a better basis at once. 

The Department's interpretation of 
the agreement previously in existence 
was not one that could possibly make 
for contentment for the men working 
under it, but the trouble seems to have 
been caused by their claims and aims 
not being properly voiced by the or-
ganisation of which they were mem-
bers, but which either did not or could 
not properly represent them. 

And so the stoppage carne.  The 
men, no doubt, were exasperated that 
their grievances went unredressed and 
apparently unheeded, and resolved to 
get their union secretary—a man who 
understood their work—to traverse 
the line and get the collective opinion 
of the whole of the loco. men on 
which to frame their claims for rea-
sonable consideration by their em-
ployers, and for that purpose asked 
for leave without pay for their repre-
sentative and a pass to cover the 
extra time required to complete the 
job. 

The  way the matter was put in the 
daily papers made it appear that it 
was only a claim made to give some 
unwarranted consideration to a trade 
union organiser. The merits of the 
question of a trades union organiser 
being granted a free pass need not be 
entered into here, except to say that 
passes are sometimes granted to less 
deserving people; but the secretary 
was entitled to the sane considera-
tion as an employee as he would get 
elsewhere, and the refusal to grant 
the pass lent color to the evident be-
lief of these men situated on the' very 
outskirts of civilisation, and who de-
served sympathetic consideration; 
that an attempt was being made to 
prevent their grievances being col-
lected as well as dealt with; and so 
the flame was kindled, which may 
have brought an industrial conflagra-
tion on Australia. Fortunately, it 
was not to be, but intervention at the 
right moment helped to quell the 
flame, and this Division is glad of 
being able to render some assistance 
to our comrades of the Common-
wealth in bringing about a settle-
ment. There is not space for the  

full details here, but they must even-
tually become known, and we ven-
ture to claim that when the facts are 
fully disclosed it will be seen that the 
principles of the Federation were up-
held in the fight put up for our com-
rades who are not yet, but we trust 
soon will, be its members. 

Conciliation and Arbitration are 
the principles upon which all Rail-
wavrnen's grievances should be dealt 
with, with the common right of 
entry to the court if need be; but 
arbitration is not possible if the 
means of promulgating a properly 
constituted claim is denied, and men 
working under the desert conditions 
existing on the Trans-Australian line 
are entitled to more than ordinary 
consideration in that respect. Ow-
ing to being spread out over one long 
stretch of line, it is impossible for 
most of them to corne in contact with 
one another, and there are nothing 
like the usual facilities that exist in 
large centres for the organisation 
that is necessary to enable them to 
take advantage of arbitration and 
thus avoid strikes. 

If the Commonwealth Government 
and Railway Department are sincere 
in their desire to keep the Trans-
Railway working smoothly and en-
able the principle of arbitration to 
be availed of when conciliation fails 
they can prove it by providing facili-
ties at least equal to those given on 
the State railways, more favorably 
situated in every way and from every 
point of view. The letter written 
by Mr. Geo. Hogan, of Loongana, 
and published in our last issue, points 
the way to something practical for 
the Federation to act upon. Whether 
his suggestion is the right thing for 
it to do is for the Federal body to de-
cide, but it should need no further ar-
gument than the logic of recent 
events to prove the necessity for 
doing something, and that right now. 
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HUSH-A-BYE, BABY. 
Hush-a-bye baby, on the tree top, 
When you grow up you will work in a 

shop. 
When you get married your wife must 

work too, 
So that the rich need have nothing to 

do. 

Hush-a-bye baby, on the tree top, 
When you grow old your wages will 

stop. 
When you have spent what you 

struggled to save, 
Hush-a-bye baby, down to the grave. 

Capital punishment is useless ugli-
ness.—Anatole France. 

The "Labor Call" asks:—Would 
Mr. Watt agree to our flying the 
people's flag if we fly the Union Jack 
on each anniversary of his enlistment. 
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MONTH BY MONTH. 
DOES PROMOTION MEAN 

PROSPERITY? 
The matter of settling the promo-

tions that are to be made in connec-
tion with the raising of the jobs in 
grade is approaching finality, and 
some of the transfers have already 
been made. Difficulties have, how-
ever, cropped up, some owing to men 
who have applied for positions refus-
ing to accept those to which they 
have been allotted, as a result of 
which they will have to stand down 
for a period of six months. A great 
deal of inconvenience will be caused, 
and there is no doubt that it will be 
a costly matter for the Department, 
and we are hopeful that the time is 
rapidly approaching when the neces-
sity for the transferring of men for 
promotion will, with its rank injus-
tices, disappear. Promotion under 
the present system does not spell 
prosperity. 

It has been decided to again com-
mence a combined agitation with 
other railway organisations for the 
establishment of an Independent In-
dustrial Board, and it is hoped to get 
the campaign going in time to have 
the matter brought before the Law-
son Government for decision before 
it reaches recess. It would be a 
pleasing feature if it could be found 
possible to have a properly consti-
tuted Board established by Parlia-
ment giving instruction to that effect 
to a Government which was respon-
sible for the destruction of the 
Classification Board. 

Members of the Association them-
selves can do much to help in the 
direction of having a Board created 
by continually bringing under no-
tice the fact that we are at present 
without a tribunal, although the 
principle was approved by Parlia-
ment. 

LIVING COSTS AND PROSPEC- 
TIVE TAXATION. 

While ever the various Govern-
ments neglect to make proper pro-
vision for compensation for the con-
tinually increasing cost of living, they 
must expect continual agitation by 
those who are on wages that will not 
allow of them living under decent 
conditions. The necessity for hav-
ing a Government investigation into 
the increased cost of living is being 
recognised by Arbitration Court 
judges and legislators, and when a 
standard wage is established as a 
basic wage for Australia it will be the 
object of your Executive to have it 
applied to railwaymen. 

The Federal Government's taxation 
proposals are exciting considerable 
interest and comment amongst all 
classes, and while it seems likely 
that heavy taxation will be passed 
that will bear heavily on the work-
ing classes, it can only be admitted 
that the working classes themselves  

are responsible for that by returning 
men to power who are not concerned 
with their interests, and it is hoped 
that the lesson learned will sink well 
in. In the State sphere the Lawson 
Government is not having a very 
smooth passage, and anything may 
happen, and our advice to members 
is to be ready for any emergency that 
may arise. 

A NEED THAT YOU CAN 
REMEDY. 

The growing need for railwaymen 
having proper representation in Par-
liament is becoming increasingly ap-
parent, and the necessity for organis-
ing to secure it is becoming impera-
tive to have railwaymen's ideals and 
grievances properly voiced. See 
that you put yourself in the position 
to claim that voice. 

PENALTY RATES.—AVAILABLE 
TIME. 

The promised round-table confer-
ence of Departmental officers and 
Association representatives will be 
held on Tuesday afternoon, 29th 
inst., at which the provision of men 
for relief for those on long hours and 
the question of having a proper sup-
ply of enginemen available for emer-
gency work and relief purposes, thus 
ensuring reasonable regard for men 
getting driving and firing in their 
order of seniority ana matters arising 
therefrom, will be discussed. It is 
hoped that much benefit will arise 
from the conference, as the present 
state of affairs is decidedly unsatis-
factory from the men's standpoint. 

There are a few members who can 
and do realise the necessity for giv-
ing assistance by reporting instances 
to the C.M.E. when relief is asked 
for and not provided, making long 
hours unavoidable. There are others 
who can realise it, but don't, and a 
few who simply won't. While ever 
that spirit predominates the general 
body need not look for a remedy, but 
must carry the `old hungry men of 
the sea time sharks" on their backs 
until an enlightened Board or the Ar-
bitration Court provides the remedy. 

Penalty rates for overtime will 
have to come, and if possible it 
should come with a limit to the num-
ber of hours worked on any day and 
in any week. Increased penalty rates 
for Sunday work are inevitable, and 
if it brings about a diminution of the 
trains run on Sunday it will have 
conferred a boon on railwaymen. 
These things have been declared for 
time and again at your annual con-
ferences, and were reaffirmed at the 
recent one. Help to bring them 
nearer by standing out for a fair and 
reasonable thing. 

PAYMENT ON "ALLOTMENT" 
BASIS UNFAIR. 

The payment of enginemen on al-
lotment runs when away from home 
stations has not yet been. dealt with 
but it is a matter that merits imme-
diate consideration. It is doubtful  

if there are any other industries of 
importance where men are expected 
to remain away from home either 
regularly or irregularly, where their 
time is wasted to all intents and pur-
poses and for which they receive 
nothing at all. Clause 52 of Regula-
tion 56 provided for payment on a 
"nil" basis, and the long-looked-for 
Regulation 64 makes no improvement 
in this respect. 

It is admitted by us, of course, that 
there are cases where the time is 
made up to 48 hours a week where 
it is not actually worked in the 
purely Departmental sense, but the 
Department is getting a long way 
the best of the deal under present 
conditions, and there are instances 
where there is sufficient time put in 
to provide for an extra man working 
half time driving and half time firing 
by one crew, for which an allowance 
of an extra day each is thrown at 
them. Some of the details would 
probably make an Arbitration Court 
judge sit up and wonder, but there is 
a time coming. 

It is about time that the allotment 
run disappeared, and payment given 
on the hours basis, with a minimum 
of a week's work. 

DIFFERENTIAL INTERPRETA- 
TIONS. 

If there is anything that goes to 
solidify and strengthen the desire for 
an Independent Tribunal in the Ser-
vice it is the differential interpreta-
tion put upon certain similar clauses 
of the regulations governing men in 
different branches. How it is pos-
sible to give one set of men some-
thing which another working under 
exactly s imilar conditions do not get 
is a problem for which the continu-
ous and closest examination has been 
unable to provide a reasonable 
answer, and to say that the desire is 
strongest in our branch (of which 
we feel sure) goes to show that the 
differences are not in our favor. 

These things have been pointed out 
reluctantly, and with a strong wish 
to avoid anything being taken away 
from anyone that has already been 
given, but when advantages are with-
held from one side and given freely 
from the other there is something 
wrong somewhere, and the fact that 
this is allowed to continue for 
lengthy periods seems to show that 
the matter is one which is within the 
power of our administrative officers 
to remedy if they choose. There is 
no doubt that the men getting the ad-
vantages are entitled to them, or they 
would not have been allowed to con-
tinue for many months at a stretch, 
and there is no doubt that the men 
who are not getting the advantages 
would not have them longer denied if 
the sanie reasonable consideration 
was given to the method of interpre-
tation in every branch of the service. 
We have a right to expect that even-
handed justice will be given in the in-
terpretation of the clauses under 
which we work. 
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EXPENSES GRANTED. TIME 
ALLOWANCES STILL UNDE-
CIDED. 

The cases of Firemen R. O. Wil-
liams and W. Black, who were held 
back at a country depot after the 
rush of traffic, for which they were 
temporarily transferred, was over, 
while their mates were allowed to re-
turn to Melbourne, have been dealt 
with. The claim for payment of ex-
penses was originally refused, but 
was taken up by the Association, and 
after being referred to the Commis-
sioners they were granted. A let-
ter of thanks has been received from 
the men concerned. 

The matter of time allowances for 
men working at country stations 
where reliefs are affected, which has 
been mentioned several times in these 
columns, and more often in the news 
letters, is not yet decided, and the de-
lay makes one long for the creation 
of the Board that will settle condi-
tions of work. We have had the 
matter before the Department since 
October of last year, and have waited 
patiently, but expectantly, for a de-
cision, which we think should be fav-
orable when it does come. 

THE NEED FOR A " CLEAN UP."' 
The Department hàs decided to 

grant towels for the use of engine-
men who have to make use of a "rest 
house" when "unexpectedly" sent 
away from home to rest. It has 
been asked that towels be issued in 
all cases where beds are provided by 
the Department for train crews. The 
bed allowance of 1/6 is deducted, and 
it is surely fair and reasonable to ask 
that men be provided with a towel 
when if allowed to go to a hotel or 
lodging house soap, towels, brush 
and comb, etc., would all be given for 
that price. 

Men working under present-day 
filthy conditions, due to "absence  of 
waste," emaciated sponge cloths, and 
engines with a three hours per day 
standard fixed for cleaning purposes 
(which they cannot always get) need 
washing facilities more than ever, and 
it has been strongly urged that towels 
be provided for all men who have to 
rest away from home, so that they 
can at least have the same facilities 
for cleanliness that betokens the ave-
rage ordinary citizen. • 

THE FIGHT FOR A BOARD OR 
COURT. 

The limits of 	space, 	which 
threaten to become even more 
limited if the paper shortage is not 
remedied, prevent many other items 
of interest being touched upon this 
time, but members are asked to lend 
their earnest and practical support to 
the claim that is about to be made for 
a Board to be established that will 
settle wages and conditions, and that 
will have the power to interpret its 
own decisions. The news and com-
ments supplied in this column during 

the last nine months dealing with our 
conditions ought to have shown the 
necessity to any—if there are any—
who doubted it, and it is our sincere 
belief that the creation of such a 
Board would prove profitable to the 
Department as well as to ourselves 
in the saving of such valuable time 
to its officers in dealing with griev-
ances that must inevitably crop up 
under present conditions, that would 
be governed by decisions of ' the 
Board that investigated them. 

It will be possible for all to join in 
making such a Board an accomplished 
fact, and we look to you to do your 
share. 

If ready the report of the Grand 
Council meeting will be sent out in 
time for November branch meetings, 
but it is impossible to give details 
here. Many important items were 
discussed and dealt with, and the re-
port should furnish interesting read-
ing to members. 
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Victorian Labor College. 

Vie have received the following let-
ter from the Victorian Labor Col-
lege. The Grand Council decided 
that the Association would become 
affiliated and help to educate the 
workers on lines that will enable 
them to take advantage of their 
strength, when they know enough to 
fully realise the power they possess. 

"Unity Hall, 636 Bourke street, 
"Melbourne, October 3, 1918. 

"Mr. A. Drakeford, General Secretary 
Loco. Engine-drivers' Association. 

"Dear Comrade,—Will you kindly 
bring tinder the notice of your mem-
bers that the classes of the above col-
lege are again commencing work. 
The new term starts from October 1. 
At this time I would ask you to take , 
notice of two new classes which will 
be formed—one for boys and girls 
between the ages of 14 and 18 years 
of age, the other class being one for 
trade unionists, ' Industrial Strategy,' 
combined with 'Trade Union Control 
of Industry.' In the trade union 
world things are moving fast, and it 
must be patent to all that education 
will assist to go still faster. It will 
ensure a proper understanding of 
what our movement wants and how 
to get it. 

Literature.—Mondays, 8 to 9; 7/6 
term. 

Economics.—Tuesdays, 8 to 9;" 7/6 
term. 

Boys and Girls (14 to 18 years).— 
Tuesdays, 8 to 9; 2/6 term. 

Industrial Strategy.—Wednesdays, 8 
to 9; 7/6 term. 

Industrial History.—Thursdays, 8 to 
9; 7/6 term. 

English Grammar.—Fridays, 8 to 9; 
7/6 term. 

" W. P. EARSMAN, Secretary."  
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Annual Election of Officers 
for 1919. 

In connection with the above the 
ballot cards have been sent to the 
branch secretaries, and will be sup-
plied by them to each financial mem-
ber. 

Owing to the uncertainty as to the 
date of commencement of the opera-
tion of the new postal rates of 11}d. 
per letter and the probable expense 
involved it has been decided that they 
will be returned through the same 
course, and must be sent back to the 
branch secretary by Wednesday, No-
vember 6. 

Full particulars as to the procedure 
necessary are supplied with the ballot 
card, and compliance with the instruc-
tion issued will prevent informal votes 
being sent. 

There are no nominations for the 
general officers' positions other than 
the retiring officers for 1918, but 
there is a fair number for the 
members to choose from amongst the 
candidates for the Executive Commit-
tee. See that you get your ballot 
card and that you make use of it. 

QUESTION BOX. 
E.S.—Can quick action be obtained 

after making a service application of 
the brake? 

Answer.—Suppose the train pipe 
pressure was 70Ib. and the service re-
duction 71b., this would put about 
101b. into brake cyl. with 8in. piston 
travel. The spring pressure on the 
check valve is equal to about 181b.; 
therefore we have 281b. to keep the 
check va lve closed, and assuming 
that a 151b. emergency reduction be 
made, there will still be 481b. in the 
train pipe to open the check valve 
and pass into brake cyl., thus giving 
partial quick action. But if the pis-
ton travel be shorter or the service 
reduction heavier, the resulting brake 
cvi. pressure will probably be so high 
as to prevent quick action when the 
emergency application is made. 

E.S.—Why are the cylinder covers 
highly polished on some superheater 
locomotives? 

Answer.—A bright surface resists 
the passage of heat rays. Therefore 
loss of heat by radiation is reduced 
by keeping the covers polished. This 
will tend to make the engine steam 
better, especially in the case of "out-
side" cylinders working at high tern-
perature. Most of us have observed 
that a new "billy" takes a long time 
to boil, and that tea keeps hot for a 
long time in a bright aluminium cup. 
These are  examples of heat rays be-
ing intercepted by bright surfaces. 
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T.W.—What are the smallest and 
greatest reductions that should be 
made to apply the brake in service? 

Answer.—Not less than 51b. to en-
sure that all pistons move out past 
the leakage grooves. Not more than 
251b., because the auxiliary pressure 
is then equal to brake cyl. pressure.  
To let any more out of train pipe is 
therefore only waste of air. 

L.J.—If a slide valve had no "lap"  
could steam be worked expansively  
by means of "notching up" the re-
versing gear?  

Answer.—No. Steam would be  
"cut off" earlier by "notching up," but  
would immediately start to exhaust.  
The function of the "lap" on a slide  
valve is to cut off the steam before  
the piston completes its stroke and to  
retain the steam in the cylinder for  
the period of expansion:  
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Answers to Correspondents.  
M.A.H.—Thanks for contribution.  

Will use matter; well worth discus-
sing.  

W. Burrough.—No room for verses  
this time. May be able to use later  
on.  

"Crow Car."—Used your first this 
time. Sequel may come in later. Will 
be glad to get subscribers as you sug-
gest and to hear from you any time. 

"Casket."—"Wollop" rhymes well 
enough with "trollop," but so does 
"Casket" with waste-paper basket. 

"Subscriber." — Worth considera-
tion all right, but want of space pre-
vents any chance of adoption at pre-
sent. 

"Emergency Jumper." 	The men 
who a.e undergoing training have no 
doubt that it is even more difficult to 
learn.  

"Sacrifice." — Have a go at it 
yourself, and if you don't get justice 
or satisfaction, then send it on 
through your branch; but, for  
shame's sake, don't expect the union 
to spoon-feed you and take up a  
purely individual grievance that you 
are too tired to bother about yourself. 

"Whirl."—Made a couple of revolu-
tions, and then whirled into the 
i\ .P.B. 
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SPECIAL NOTICE TO MEMBERS  
of the L. E. and C. Association.  

I am now supplying Chickens, Set-
tings, and Incubator lots of Eggs at  
special rates to members of the above,  
from McDonald and Robin's strains  
of White Leghorns, which have never  
been beaten in the Burnley Govern-
ment competitions for egg-laying.  
Chicks, 12/- per dozen; Settings, from  
5/-, of 16 eggs. Fertility guaranteed.  
Cash with orders. •  

N. NELSON, Burrindi Road,  
off Booran Road, Glenhuntly.  
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BRANCH REPORTS.  
ARARAT.—Ordinary meeting held  

on the 13th inst., Comrade Jones pre-
siding over a fair attendance of mem-
bers. After general business had  
been dispensed with the Grand Coun-
cil delegate gave a brief review of the  

business transacted at conference.  
Members were pleased to hear that  
the financial aspect was in a sound  
condition, and it can be seen even by  
those who do not want to see, that  
the business of the Association is ad-
vancing on sound and progressive  
lines, and that a big move ahead has  
taken place during the present year.  
It is gratifying to hear a lot are  
recognising this, as there is a distinct  
improvement in branch reports.  

The suggestion that subscriptions  
for "The Footplate" be paid in Janu-
ary of each year will be received by  
collectors with pleasure, and will save  
a good deal of bookkeeping if mem-
bers will only act up to it.  

As next meeting will be nomination  
day for branch officers for 1919,  
members are all asked to roll up with  
nominations ready.—J. Kinnane.  

BALLARAT.—The monthly meet-
ing held in drivers' room on Sunday,  
October 13. had a fair attendance of  

members, Mr. Moganti being in the  
chair. Correspondence was received  
from the secretary of the Federation  

and the General Secretary. A mo-
tion was carried heartily endorsing  

the policy of the General Officers as  

set out in the correspondence. One  
new member was proposed. General  
business was light and of local inter-
est only. A brief review of the work  
of the Grand Council by the delegates  
was listened to with keen interest and  

met with the approval of members.  
A strong committee was appointed  
for the purpose of recognising the  
valuable work of the Branch secre-
tary, Mr. W. Clark, during several  
years of office.—F. Badenhope.  

BENALLA 	(14/10/18). — The  
monthly meeting was held in the  
drivers' room on Sunday, October  
13, 1918. Mr. R. Sutherland was in  
the chair, perhaps attending a meet-
ing for the last time, as he will be  
going to Ballarat skortly as night  
foreman. We trust he will always  
remember the good feelings we had  
for him—a good, clean, conscientious  
member. We wish him good luck in  
his new sphere of work. The attend-
ance was not of the best; could have  
been better. 	Not much business  
forthcoming. 	G.C. delegate gave a  
brief report of proceedings at G.C.  
and smoke night, and members were  

more than pleased with business  
done. The nominations for presi-
dent, vice-president and treasurer  

were dealt with and stand for 1919  
the same as 1918. I wish to remind  
members that at next meeting nomi- 

nations should be brought forward  
for Branch officers, and request a  
good attendance. Wishing " The  
Footplate" every success and support  
it deserves.—E. Mitchell.  

BENDIGO (15/10/18/. — In the  
absence of press correspondent I was  
asked to supply report for next issue  
of " The Footplate." Ordinary  
monthly meeting held here on Sun-
day, 18th, at 3 p.m. Attendance  
rather poor, but a good deal of gene-
ral business dealt with. As neither  
of Grand Council delegates were pre-
sent, both being unable to attend ow-
ing to illness, a special meeting was  
arranged for Sunday, 27th inst. A  
Vigilance Committee was formed,  
consisting of Messrs. Hutchinson and  
Tregonning. Any member now hav-
ing a grievance will only need to see  
the committeemen, who will in turn  
interview foreman with the object of  

getting same rectified. It is re-.  

gretted that Bendigo is so low re-
garding contributions, it being dis-
cussed very freely among the mem-
bers present, and if an improvement  

does not take place names of unfi-
nancials will be read out at the meet-
ing or an adjustment sheet posted  
(under and over paid). I don't sup-
pose there will be any danger of the  
latter. A very pleasant function took  
place here in the form of a presenta-
tion to Mr. F. Kavanagh, who had  
attained the age of 60 years. He was  

a lighter-up at this depot, a good  
unionist, and well liked by everyone  
that knew him. He was presented  
with a gold watch, suitably inscribed,  
and his wife a gold brooch. Mr.  
Elder (depot foreman) fittingly pre-
sented. Messrs. Dean, McCallum,  
Hartley and Dolman spoke in glow-
ing terms of Mr. F. Kavanagh, who  
feelingly responded. Wishing " The  
Footplate" every success. — W.  H.  
Sheard.  

CENTRAL.—The ordinary Branch  
meeting was held on October 13,  
when there was again a good attend-
ance. Letters of thanks were re-
ceived from Messrs. A. Martin and C.  
Royle for presentations tendered to  
them on their retirement from the  

service. A letter, thanking the Gene-
ral Officers for work done on her be-
half, was read from Mrs. E. Thorn-
ton. Correspondence from Fireman  
A. B. Coyle was sent on the.Execu-
tive. The news-letter and a circular  
letter from the Federation were also  

dealt with. The Secretary drew at-
tention to the arrears outstanding for  

"The Footplate" and to the low state  
of the Wreath Fund. It was decided  
to insert a par. directing members'  

attention to the arrears on paper, and  
to take up a collection to build up the  

Wreath Fund when a favorable op-
portunity presents itself. The Presi-
dent made a lengthy report, chief  

among the items being the reinstate-
ment of Fireman W. Hansford and  
the efforts made on behalf of ex-
Driver R. Charles. The overtime at  
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Warburton is now being worked off 
by a half-time driver, while at 
Brighton a man will always be sent 
when anyone is off through leave or 
illness. A number of cleaners had 
been sent temporarily to Newport, 
and, in some cases, had been given 
very hard tasks. He had interviewed 
the workshops' manager, and got 
some of this altered. With regard to 
the shortage of available men at 
North Melbourne and the cleaning of 
engines it was probable they would 
have a round-table discussion with 
the head office very shortly. The 
case of junior men being on the 
steam crane is also tinder considera-
tion, as is Driver J. Baxter's case 
Towels for rest houses and miniature 
sponge cloths are hard to find. A 
man's eyesight is up to the standard 
if he can see these nowadays, while 
waste is a luxury of the pre-war 
times. Incidentally. I may state that 
members asked some very pertinent 
questions about the towels for rest 
houses. Some even stated that 
towels are provided for the clerical 
staff, and in some cases for the 
traffic branch. Complaints of men 
having to work up time lost through 
no fault of their own are coming to 
hand from Port Melbourne, and it is 
intended to fight this pernicious prac-
tice. As there is a great deal of dis-
satisfaction existing owing to the 
rosters. it was decided to appoint a 
roster committee to draw up rosters 
for Sundays and week days. For 
this purpose Messrs. F. Pearce (big 
wheel), W. Marston (mixed), T. G. 
Robinson (sub.), R. McDonald 
(goods), G. Churchill (pilot), and M. 
Quinn (Port), were chosen. The 
President also reported that, as a 
member of the Federal Executive, he 
had intervened in the Commonwealth 
railway strike, when it was proposed 
to employ free labor, which would 
probably have extended the trouble. 
The men would all be reinstated, pro-
vided they signed on by 6 p.m. Sat-
urday, October 12. Nomination of 
General Officers and Executive were 
next dealt with. There were no 
nominations against the General Offi-
cers, but the field for the Executive 
is a large one, and members will have 
a wide range to select from. A num-
ber of items of general business were 
dealt with, and in most cases were 
sent on to the Executive.—H. J. 
Higgs. 

GEELONG (17/10/18). — Our 
monthly meeting held in the drivers' 
room on 13th inst., the attendance 
of members being only moderate, 
due, no doubt, to adverse weather 
conditions; our vice-chairman, Mr. 
Leggett, in the chair, Mr. J. Doherty 
carrying out the secretarial duties in 
the absence of Ben. Baxter, on an-
nual leave. Our officers reported in 
regard to the interviewing of the 
whole of our local men out of step. 
Driver T. Collopy has taken his place 
in the ranks, and we are pleased of, 
the fact. Two rejoining members 
were nominated—well done, Queens- 

cliff. Now, what's doing at Colac?-
one man out of step. Can the poet 
soothe the way? What's wrong 
down at the fishing village, a land 
flowing with milk and trays? Two 
shovel engineers out of step. Pay 
up! Pay up! before you go. Several 
items of local interest were discussed. 
One member was seeking more light; 
needless to say, he had had a fall 
during the wee hours. Regulation 
64 came to hand and is eagerly 
sought after. Members are looking 
forward to the annual election of offi-
cers, and, by all accounts, we are in for 
quite an anxious time, as it is anti-
cipated that competition for the 
various offices will be keen. This is 
quite in keeping with this city, for is 
it not known as the hub of the uni-
verse throughout the Western dis-
trict? Members, be on the lookout 
for date of a special meeting to be 
called by our Secretary on his return, 
to receive the delegates' report. Now, 
roll up, and hear exactly what has 
been done; it's going'to be a big day. 
—A. H. Fortington. 

KORUMBURRA 	(14/10/18).— 
Very boisterous and stormy weather 
prevailed on Sunday, 13th inst., but 
more than sufficient members to form 
a quorum attended notwithstanding. 
Mr. Boarder's report on proceedings 
at the Grand Council occupied most 
of the sitting, and considerable in-
terest was manifested throughout. 
The general auditor's report for the 
half-year shows great improvement 
among the various branches, both 
numerically and financially. One new 
member was elected, and one mem-
ber, who has been the local bug-bear 
for a considerable period, was struck 
off the branch books. So may perish 
all "Uns." There being nothing 
further of any special interest to re-
port, I will conclude here, and so help 
to conserve space in this issue for 
matter of greater moment.—Leo. Dat-
son. 

MARYBOROUGH (19/10/18).—
The meeting of the above branch was 
held in general waiting room, 
13/10/18; Mr. D. Hayes occupied the 
chair. There was a good attendance, 
and the reading of the auditors' re-
port was a shock to all, and I am 
hopeful that in the near future I will 
not have one unfinancial member in 
this branch. Things are very busy 
here at present, and the shed badly 
needs cleaners, .and seeing that mar-
ried men were compelled to leave the 
depot to obtain work or be stood 
down, and are still in the district, 
keeping two homes, paying board in 
the bush and a home in Maryborough, 
it is considered that these men should 
be returned to Maryborough and 
their places filled by the men that 
went away in order to obtain work in 
other places. The wheat siding is 
being put into shape, and the next 
thing wanted is rain in order to fill it 
up with wheat, as it is very dry in 
this district.—F. Chamberlain. 

STAWELL (17/10/18). — Last 
monthly meeting was held Sunday, 
October 13th, seventeen members 
present. A lively discussion took 
place on the working of mixed roster. 
Eventually a committee was appointed 
to see if it was possible to work it 
more satisfactory than at present. 
Several matters of  local  interest were 
dealt with, after which the Secretary 
gave a short address as to work done 
at Grand Council, but owing to 
length of time taken up with previous 
discussions, he had to be very brief, 
and a good deal of Grand Council 
items had to be held back till next 
meeting. One pleasing bit of news 
was that the loco. journal was hold-
ing its own.—J. Geaney. 

TRARALGON (19/10/18). — The 
ordinary meeting of the society was 
held in the drivers' room on Sunday, 
October 13. There was only a mode-
rate attendance. It was a very rough 
and boisterous day, and it must have 
kept some of the faint hearts away. 
The delegates' report from the Grand 
Council was read, and the meeting 
was greatly pleased with the advances 
that the society has made in the past 
year, and let us all hope that the 
general officers will get the loyal sup-
port of the rank-and-file to put up a 
big fight for the independent tribunal 
this year. We hope that the Execu-
tive will see its -way clear to let one of 
their members come along and pay 
us a visit in the near future, perhaps 
after the elections; as we are sadly in 
need of someone to come along and 
put a bit of life into some of the 
"dead heads" up this way. Wishing 
"The Footplate" every success.-A. 
C. Lewis. . 

WONTHAGGI (13/10/18).—Ostr 
branch meeting had to be post-
poned to-day on account of 
heavy weather. This branch cannot 
have its meeting on the second Sun-
day of each month on account of 
mine closing down, and members 
being away on rest jobs. Probably 
next meeting report will be to hand of 
Grand Council for the benefit of mem-
bers. The raising of trains will affect 
about six men in this depot, four 
drivers and two firemen, two crews 
will be required for mixed train, and 
probably two drivers will be trans-
ferred. Subscription has been men-
tioned to members re Comrade J. 
O'Shea, of Traralgon, who is in very 
bad circumstances owing to failing 
health. It is hoped that this branch 
will keep the name it has earned by 
the way members subscribed for pre-
sentation to general officers. It was 
pleasing to branch delegate, who at-
tended conference and. smoke social, 
to be congratulated for the way Won-
thaggi had responded to presentation 
fund, and it was pleasing also to be 
representive of men who recognised 
the good and faithful work of general 
officers. "The Footplate" still booms 
here, but a few words were heard that 
an article, which appeared in a pre-, 
vious issue, was the cause of an eco- 
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nomic cut at the 6 a.m. pilot. Pretty 
low down when they start to hide be-
hind the little paper. Say it straight  
out, and get full credit marks, which,  

no doubt, to some are deserving.—H. 
J. Ashford. 

SEYMOUR. — The usual monthly 
meeting was held in the Federal 
Lodge room on Sunday, 13th inst., 
with a fair attendance. The report 
from the delegates covering the Grand 

-Council business was received with 
much enthusiasm, and the retiring 
officers came in for many commenda-
tory references concerning the energy  

put into the organisation during the 
year. It augurs well for further suc-
cess when the rank and file endorse 
their efforts without a demur. A 
local case concerning Fireman 
McFadzyen was taken in hand by the 
Central Executive, with the result 
that the four days' pay denied him 
owing to an injury sustained at work  
has been restored to him, and the  
general officers were complimented on 
their fruitful result. It now appears 
that a local diagnosis of the injury 
was something contrary to what the 
medical practitioner stated it was. We 
understood first aid work was inaugu-
rated with a view of affording help 
and rendering assistance when neces-
sity demanded when medical assist-
ance is not forthcoming. Another 
matter submitted to the meeting was 
a letter from the acting secretary of 
the V.R. Institute, asking why the 
class appertaining to engine working, 
etc., was not receiving the support ex-
pected, and a resolution was unani-
mously carried setting forth the rea-
sons why success had not been at-
tained, which are to be conveyed to  
the head branch. When the report  

is furnished we hope to be consulted  
in any endeavor being made to frame  
a constitution acceptable to the mem-
bers who are to be governed.—Will  
Regan.  
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Join the  

LOCO SELF- DENIAL  
FUND.  

No Entrance Fee.  

Contributions, 6d. per Week  
Benefits, £1 per Week  
Death Levy, is. per Member  
Over 800 Members have joined  

this Fund.  
Get a Rule Book on joining.  
Rules must be strictly comi lied with.  

Do it Now and Help Yourself.  
V. CROWLEY, Secretary  

660 Spencer St., West Melbourne.  
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Jottings from Tasmania.  
(To the Editor of "The Footplate.") 

Sir,—Allow me to congratulate you 
on your clear and explicit leader on 
linking up, industrially, of Australian 
enginemen. It may be of interest to 
comrades of your division and Federa-
tion generally to know the steps that 
have been taken to have the "One Big 
Brotherhood" for enginemen an es-
tablished fact in this Division. Some 
of the Railway Company men, who 
were previously members of the 
Stationary Enginemen's Association, 
have been most anxious to be ac-
cepted as members of this Division: 
Our rules have been revised, and five 
of these men of one company are 
now members of our Division. This 
is only the forerunner of the linking-
up, or the One Big Brotherhood for 
Enginemen. It is essential that we 
should organise and educate all loco. 
enginemen to realise that the Federa-
tion is the body to deal with their 
grievances as they arise. We have 
notwkbis power at the present time,  

but with all enginemen in our ranks  
we would be compelled to work more 
strenuously for the amendment of 
the present Australian Federal con-
stitution to enable us to gain access 
to the Federal Arbitration Court, not 
only for the protection of these mem-
bers, but for the inclusion of our pre-
sent members, who, being State em-
ployees, are debarred this right, not-
withstanding the fact that as tax-
payers they have to contribute their  
share of the upkeep.  

The L.E.D.F. and C. Association 
carried out on the lines laid down in 
the One Big Brotherhood are ideal, 
and should have the support of every 
member of our Federation. 

During the month of August at the 
request of the General Secretary of  
the Stationary Enginemen's Associa-
tion (Mr. Miley), a conference, com-
posed of Messrs. Best, Connor, and 
Cunningham (President, General Sec-
retary, and Branch Secretary of this 
Division (Messrs. Philips and Miley 
(President and General Secretary 
Stationary Men), was held to discuss 
the question of amalgamation of the 
two organisations. The principle of 
amalgamation was affirmed. The at-
mosphere was, to some extent, 
cleared after considerable discussion  
in regard to their attitude in con-
nection with loco. men they have had 
in their ranks in the past. The con-
ference, which was a fairly lengthy 
one, considered the question from all 
points. Subsequently, a report was 
given at Executive meeting. A  
lengthy discussion followed, with the  
result that the delegate's actions were  

confirmed, and it was decided to for-
ward circular letters to all branches,  

also the divisions of the Federation,  
the object being, when the question  
comes up for discussion at next  
Federal Conference, the divisions will  

have had a fair amount of time to  
give the consideration necessary on  
such an  , important question. Our  
Classification Board has not com-
menced its duties up to time of writ-
ing; we are ready. Mr. Best has  been 
elected unopposed to sit on the 

 Board; Mr. Connor (our advocate) 
has spared neither time or trouble to 

 make out our case. 
We have been hung up owing to 

 the other several sections not being 
satisfied with the mode of election de- 
cided on by the Government—i.e., 
each section conduct its own election 
and notify the Minister when this had 
been done. Subsequently the Minis-
ter for Railways notified us that all 
previous arrangements as to mode of 
election had been cancelled. We im-
mediately got in touch with the Go-
vernment, with the result that the ar-
rangements for us were adhered to 
and our representative's name woul d 

 be submitted for confirmation to the 
Governor-in-Council. The whole 
trouble in this State is the lack of co-
ordination on matters affecting the 
whole, which is most essential when 
the whole of the service is involved, 
which, in my opinion, would have had 
a very beneficial effect in the early 
establishment of our Board. Affilia-
tion in this regard is urgently needed. 

Our annual meeting was held this 
month (October), Which was a huge  
success, 95 per cent. of members be-
ing represented. Revision of rules 
was the order of the day. The 
meeting endorsed the action of the 
Rules Committee almost in their en-
tirety. We will have a rule book 
right up to date. We were greatly 
assisted by a copy of the rules gov-
erning your division, for which we 
thank you. One motion, other than 
rules, which caused a very heated dis-
cussion was "That we use every en-
deavor to secure the co-operation of  
Victorian Division to make their 
"Footplate" a Federal paper. This 
motion was lost by a small majority, 
but the meeting gave us power to  
organise on a voluntary basis. At  
the present time this is being done  

by the Central Branch Secretary (Mr. 
E. M. Cunningham) and myself, with 
the object of taking advantage of the 
offer made  by the Victorian Execu-
tive. The object we have in view 
is again establishing an official organ 
of the Federation, and in the mean-
time it will be an interchange of 
thought between at least two 
divisioñs. Of course, it is just a little 
premature; that is, we are unable to 

 say quite definitely, as we have not 
had sufficient/ time to obtain enough 
support, but the support we have re-
ceived -  is most encouraging, and we  
are most optimistic as to the result.  

Thanking you for your valuable  
space.—Yours, etc.,  

H. C. BARNARD. 

The man who wants more than his 
full earings is at heart a thief, but 
the man who is satisfied with less is a 

 coward. 
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The Central Branch Social. 
The annual farewell social and pre-

sentation to a number of our retir-
ing members took place at the Loco. 
Hall, as advertised, on the 13th ult. 
It must be said to have been a suc-
cess from nearly all points of view. 
Drivers, firemen and cleaners were 
there in encouraging numbers with 
their wives, daughters and sweet-
hearts. Many had brought their 
friends along, and they in their turn 
brought their lady relatives and 
friends. The floor, although not per-
fect for dancing, was a credit to those 
who had worked hard all day to pre-
pare it and take off the roughness 
caused by the shuffling of many feet 
at the nightly picture show. Many 
of our older drivers were there, and 
"tripped the light fantastic" with a 
vigor and youthfulness suggestive of 
days gone by. They had been there 
before. and knew the road, in spite 
of the fact that a new style of dancing 
has been introduced since the days 
when they fired the old B's and T's. 
So the dance went rhythmically on, 
and happy couples went forward, re-
versed and set back, got the clear 
road, and went forward again. Then 
came presentation time. Mr. W. 
Lewis presided, and in a short speech 
made known the objects of our an-
nual gathering. He introduced one 
of the guests of the evening, Mr. 
Frank Tudor, M.H.R. (leader of the 
Federal Opposition), who in fine style 
made complimentary reference to our 
Union, which, although apparently 
smashed fifteen years ago, had recu-
perated, and was strengthened owing 
to a great extent by the efforts of 
those members of our Union who 
were our guests that night. The 
Acting General Secretary (Mr. 
Drakeford) and President (Mr. B. 
Deveney) also made suitable refer-
ences to the retiring members, and 
urged that the true Union spirit 
should be maintained. The presen-
tation was then handed to each of 
the retiring members, who, not with-
out blushes, received the congratula-
tions and good wishes of the Presi-
dent. Messrs. Wasley and S. 
Brewer received special recognition 
for past services as Executive mem-
bers. The former was handed a gold 
inscribed emblem, and the latter a 
pair of gold sleeve-links (inscribed). 

Comrades R. Asker, W. J. Barkla, 
W. Berryman, J. Black, H. Fisher, A. 
Hickey, R. Llewellyn, A. Martin, T. 
Ray, C. Royle, J. C. Schmidt, W. Pol-
glase, N. Skuse, and F. Young, all of 
whom were present, and P. Minogue 
were each presented with a member-
ship certificate handsomely framed 
in oak, which carry with them the 
good wishes of their mates of the 
Central Branch. 

An enjoyable programme of songs, 
to which Mr. Bob O'Reilly, Miss 

Currie, and Mr. Joe Hannan con-
tributed, was supplemented by fancy 
dancing given by Misses Thorn and 
Butler, accompanied by Comrade M. 
L. Fraser on the bagpipes. All of 
these items were much enjoyed by 
all present, each having to submit to 
a recall. The accompaniments were 
kindly provided by Mrs. Morton and 
Messrs. Gabriel and Schoof. The 
dance music was supplied by Ga-
briel's Band, and Mr. J. Sullivan acted 
as M.C. 

The only hitch in the arrangements 
occurred at supper time, when it was 
found difficult to successfully deal 
with the number present, with the re-
sult that many were deprived of the 
promised good things. To make 
amends it is intended to run another 
social at an early date, to be open 
only to enginemen, their wives and 
families, the charge for admission to 
which will be 1/- for gentlemen and 
ladies provide the food. Dancing 
was continued till 2 á.m., when a very 
pleasant function was brought to a 
close. 
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Notice to " Footplate" Sub- 
scribers. 

The attention of subscribers to 
"The Footplate" is drawn to the fact 
that they will assist greatly in help-
ing the management of the paper, 
which is run on a purely voluntary 
basis by all those connected with it, 
by paying their contributions for 1919 
2/- in advance. 

In one or two branches the whole 
amount owing by subscribers is paid 
right up to the end of the year, and 
in every case the vast majority have 
paid in full. 

By paying the year's contributions 
in one amount it saves considerable 
time, trouble and detail work on the 
part of branch secretaries and collec-
tors, who always have enough to do. 
See that your branch has every mem-
ber taking the paper, and don't be 
one of the few that are in arrears 
with subscriptions. "The Foot-
plate" has refused advertisements 
which would pay well in the hope of 
being able to keep the whole of the 
space available for your benefit, and 
it has a right to expect and to get 
your assistance. 

If you owe anything for your paper 
when you read this take this as a re-
minder that the branch secretary or 
collector is not a bailiff, but is, never-
theless, anxious to give you a receipt. 

Branch secretaries are asked to for-
ward the names of any of those 
whose subscriptions are in arrears, 
with a view to them being struck off. 
No one has been struck off yet. 
Don't be the first. Remember, it is 
only the subscription to end of 1918 
that is asked for. 

The circulation is still on the up-
grade, increasing with each issue, and 
subscribers from sister Divisions 
keep coming in, showing a growing 
interest, and the prospects are bright 
if the paper shortage don't cloud 
them. Help to make the cloud a 
bright one with a silver lining, any-
how. 
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OBITUARY. 
We have again to record with re-

gret the death of one of our members. 
This time it is that of Evan Thomas, 
a valued and greatly respected mem-
ber of the Ballarat Branch, who died 
on Sunday, 20th inst., at 11.30 a.m., at 
his home in Rodier street, Ballarat 
East. He had been in indifferent 
health for years past, and as a conse-
quence had to seek lighter duties than 
those imposed in following the pre-
sent day heavy routine of engine-
men's work. He had been given con-
sideration in that respect by the De-
partment at the request of his mates, 
and worked as regularly as his failing 
health would permit on the Bunin-
yong line. 

It was apparent to his many 
friends, however, that even this over-
taxed his strength of late, and it was 
only his courageous disposition that 
enabled him to keep at work, which 
he managed to do right up till two 
days before his death. 

There was no man in railway 
circles in Ballarat held in higher es-
teem than our late comrade, and the 
funeral, which was most impressive, 
was a sterling tribute to his worth. 
A large number of his mates marched 
at the head of the funeral procession 
on its way to the place of interment, 
the New Cemetery, Ballarat, and 
when passing over the Lydiard street 
crossing the whole of the available 
staff lined the road on either side and 
stood with bared heads as the cor-
tege passed. 

It may be truly said of Evan 
Thomas that everybody was his 
friend, and that his manly, Iikeable 
nature and fortitude in suffering won 
the hearts of all, and his loss is 
deeply regretted by his mates of the 
footplate, his fellow railway workers, 
and the many Ballarat citizens who 
knew him, and much sympathy is felt 
for those who are left to mourn his 
loss at 51 years of age. 

MORA iffigME6M5 d$tSi§6 AWYMZZIO 

MURRAY & CO., ESTATE AGENTS ;  
Gladstone House Buildings, 

Victoria St., NTH. MELBOURNE 

desire to announce that they have proper-
ties in North and West Melbourne for 
sale which should suit railway men. Loans 
for the purchase of a property can be ar-
ranged on easy terms. If you are shifted 
away, Murray & Co. will collect your 
rent or sell your house. Land and Income 
Tax returns prepared. 



Railwaymen's Avenue orryonor 
TREE PLANTING AT LOCO. SHEDS. 

Since the appointment of Mr. H. 
Swann to the position of locomotive 
foreman at Stawell that gentleman 
has set to work to have the surround-
ings of the local engine sheds beau-
tified and with the loco. men heart 
and soul in sympathy a good deal of 
work has been done in this direction. 
Flowers and shrubs have been planted 
and the grounds in the enclosure 
blocked out into garden beds and 
planted, and in a short time the whole 
place will be transformed into a 
beauty spot. The men at the loco. 
sheds, under the active leadership of 
their foreman, have been responsible 
for the transformation of this rather 
unsightly spot into a place of beauty, 
and they are to be commended on 
the work already accomplished, and 
should be encouraged to continue 
their offerts. 

In carrying out this scheme of 
beautifying the grounds surrounding 
the engine sheds the loco. men have 
not been unmindful of their gallant 
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 comrades who have enlisted from the 
Stawell sheds to do their bit for King 
and Country, and decided on the 
planting of an Avenue of Honor lead-
ing from the loco. sheds to the newly-
laid out gardens. The planting of the 
trees took place on Saturday last, and 
was the occasion for much enthus-
iasm. 

The Mayor (Cr. J. Dalziel) and the 
Mayoress (Mrs. Dalziel) were present 
by invitation, and the Mayor, address-
ing the men, congratulated them for 

' the good work they were accomplish-
ing in beautifying the surroundings of 
their workshop, and commended their 
efforts in perpetuating the memory of 
their comrades who had enlisted in 
the greatest war that had ever been 
known. Mr. H. Swann, locomotive 
foreman, thanked the Mayor for his 
kindly remarks, and assured him that 
the trees they were about to plant 
would be well cared for in the future. 

The planting of the trees then took 
place, there being 18 trees planted in 
all, and each tree is to have a plate 
attached with the name of the soldier 
for whom it was planted and the per-
son by whom it was planted. In ad- 

dition to the names below there are 
four other enlistments from the sheds 
and trees will be planted in honor of 
these lads on a date to be fixed. 

Name of Soldier. Tree planted by 
C. R. Butters (killed) . The Mayoress 
A. Jamieson (killed) The Mayor 
T. R. Bond (killed) .. Mr. H. Swann 
W. J. Clark -(k1d) Mr. J. A. Rowlands 
R. T. A. Harris .. . Mrs. D. Moore 
C. H. Stevens .. .. Mrs. A. Chandler 
F. W. Barham .. .. Mrs. Rowlands 
E. Cox 	 Mrs. A. Lowe 
W. Lindsay .. .. Mrs. W. Lindsay 
R. Davidson 	.. .. Mrs. A. Dans 
A. W.  C.  Dunbar .. .. Mrs. D. Perry 
D. Foran 	.. .. .. . Miss Hawes 
A. G. McPherson .. . Mrs. F. Gibson 
W. F. Payne .. .. Mrs. W. Gilbert 
C. V. Shaw .. .. .. Mrs. W. Nolan 
A. T. May 	.. .. Mrs. H. Swann 
T. I. McFadjean .. 	Mrs. Douglas 
A. Kennedy .. .. .. Mrs. Matthews 

Afternoon tea was provided by the 
wives and lady friends of the loco. 
men, who are taking a keen interest 
in the scheme. and their efforts were 
greatly appreciated. The proceedings 
were brought to a close with the 
singing of the National Anthem. 
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OPEN PAGE. 
(The views expressed by correspon-

dents are not necessarily the views of 
"The Footplate," and it accepts no 
responsibility for them. They are 
published to give the opportunity to 
members to voice and exchange views 
on matters of interest to members 
within reasonable limits.) 

GUIDO BARRACHI. 

To the Editor of "The Footplate." 

Sir,—On Sunday evening, July 28, 
I wended my way to the Socialist Hall 
in Exhibition-street to hear Guido 
Barrachi lecture on "The Workers 
and Education." Guido has been, 
during the last three months, enjoy-
ing (?) a spell at his Majesty's ex-
pense out Coburg way 

I remember his trial well, and the 
magistrate, in summing up, said the 
accused was of weak mind, and 
promptly fined one who, in his 
opinion, was mentally deficient, £100, 
or three months' incarceration, with 
hard labor, in a prison. After listen-
ing to Guido for one hour and five 
minutes, I came to the conclusion that 
he was an educationalist of the first 
water, and, taking into consideration 
the fact that one Notley Moore had 
said that Guido was weak-minded, it 
occurred to me that Shakespeare was 
right when he said, "Some men vested 
with a little brief authority play such 
fantastical tricks before high heaven 
as would make the very angels weep." 

As it is possible that in a short time 
the Central Branch will be affiliated 
with the Victorian Labor College, this 
little introduction to one of its prin-
cipals may serve some good purpose. 
The Victorian Labor College deserves 
the support of all the working men 
and women who are class-conscious, 
and I appeal to you not to let this 
college fall to the ground by your 
apathy. 

When we see men like the princi-
pals of the College with characters 
tempered like steel, scorning to fall 
into grooves that other men would, 
and, suffering from the persecutions 
that they have been subjected to, they 
deserve our admiration and support. 

Maurice Blackburn—you all know 
the man who sacrificed his seat in the 
Legislative Assembly rather than gain 
votes by false representations; the 
Rev. F. Sinclaire is also well known, 
and who in Sydney has just been 
bound over to be silent during the 
course of the war. 

In these 3 men we have champions of the 
working-class men, who have opinions 
and a will—men who will fight for the 
right, men who refuse to be silenced, 
men whom you are in duty bound to 
support, to help, to encourage, to re-
vere, to respect, and in doing so you  

will be one of the units who have 
helped in attaining that glorious goal, 
the emancipation and the scientific co-
operation of men and women at pre-
sent but the tools and playthings of 
the capitalist class.—Yours, etc., 

W.  LEWIS. 

CLOSER UNIONISM. 

To the Editor of "The Footplate." 

Sir,—There is at present a move-
ment on foot of vital importance to 
all wage workers. It is the One Big 
Union project. As all Unions may be 
called upon to discuss this scheme in 
the near future, I would be grateful 
if you would grant me space in our 
journal to say a few words on this 
subject to my fellow enginemen. 

Industrial Unionism, based as it is 
on the fact of the class struggle, pro-
motes the political unity of labor by 
achieving labor's industrial unity. The 
new Union will establish itself as an 
economic organisation of the working 
class. It will proclaim the necessity 
for political as well as industrial 
unity. It will marshal the workers 
on the field of industry, and, by that 
means, raise their ability for unified 
action against capital in the arena of 
politics. There is no subject more 
important than the organisation of 
labor. It is one that involves the 
future of the world. We should make 
an Industrial Commonwealth our 
ideal. The war has put the world in 
the crucible, and those who are or-
ganised for the advent of peace will 
take and mould the world into what 
they desire on the termination of the 
war. If we fail now to take the op-
portunity for closer organisation to 
fit us for our future, we shall be lost 
indefinitely. To rely on our present 
obsolete craft Unions to protect us 
against modern capitalism would be 
sheer folly. So I again ask my fellow 
Unionists to organise and educate 
their fellow men to the ideals of an 
industrial democracy in which we will 
find work for all, wealth for all, lei-
sure for all, education for all, and 
pleasure for all. So let us hope for 
the reign of justice, equality, peace, 
and fraternity.—Yours fraternally, 

F. JUDKINS. 
Brunswick. 

CAWS FROM CROWLAND. 

Dear "Footplate," just a word to say 
That there has been the deuce to pay 
In our fair city, where the theme 
Is mostly superheated steam; 
And nearly everyone you meet 
Will argue 'bout it in the street. 
Our C.M.E., a decent sort, 
And known amongst us as a sport, 
Declines to see the time is ripe 
To introduce the super type. 
Conditions, at least so he says, 
Are different in many ways 
From those obtaining in your State, 
Where things appear quite up to date, 

And where your water from Yan 
Yean 

Requires no dope to keep it clean, 
Such as we use in water here 
To keep the boiler spaces clear. 
Yet some there are who want to 

know 
Why Railway "heads" seem some-

what slow 
In hitching on to new ideas 
In times so far advanced as these. 
Therefore to settle any doubt 
A railway expert's been brought out 
Whose duty 'fis to look around 
And criticise where fault is found. 
This gentleman, named Anthony, 
A C.M.G. and C.M.E., 
Was soon approached upon the 

theme 
Re pros and cons of heated steam; 
And his suggestion was that we 
Should try and get our Class DD, 
And settle what might seem complex 
By trying her out with our Rx. 
This good advice was carried out, 
And soon a deal was brought about 
Whereby it seems, in spite of Fate, 
We have an engine up to date, 
Which otherwise we might not see 
Before we reached the cemet'ry; 
And although thieving's not our game 
W'd like to keep her, all the same. 
For your "Miss Vicky," as she's 

called, 
A firm favorite is installed; 
And those of us who're in the dark 
Consult her trainer, Sammy Clark, 
Who seems to take a keen delight 
In bringing her good points to light. 
Her lubricator, oil cups, glands 
Designed by one who understands; 
Her boxes got at with such ease, 
Her cab comforts. which more than 

please, 
And tends to make my meaning 

clear 
In saying we'd like to keep her here. 
She does her work, we do believe, 
With plenty always up her sleeve, 
And keeps her end up in the duel 
By saving quite a heap of fuel. 
The Rx, on the other hand, 
Is flogged as much as she can stand; 
Expectancy being on tip-toe 
Throughout the trip from the word 

"Go !" 
And on tip-toe the driver stands 
To see the water when he lands 
On top of Lofty's steep incline 
In any weather, rough or fine; 
And quite a time appears to pass 
Before it bobs up in the glass. 
Exaggeration, you might say, 
But, no, it happens every day, 
And makes another point, you see, 
In favor of the old DD. 
We don't know yet how matters 

stand 
Until reports have come to hand; 
But, so far, indications seem 
To favor Superheated Steam. 
Perhaps, some day, we'll wake up late - 
To find ourselves quite up to date. 
And now, I think, I must propose 
To bring this cawing to a close, 
Lest it might on your patience jar 
And cause regret to yours, 

CROW-CAR.  
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The Passing of the Pan. 
One of the bugbears of a fireman's 

life is "the pan." In the days that 
are gone the ash pan had to be cleared 
once during the shift, but changes for 
the worse have occurred, and nowa-
days the fireman has almost to live in 
that place 'of fumes and brimstone. 
"The Footplate" could a tale unfold 
that would make the eyes of its read-
ers start like spheres from their 
sockets, but that it scents the dawn 
of a new life, where this bugbear of 
all the jobs about an engine will be 
no more or greatly modified. In 
Queensland, it is said, they do pan, 
smoky and fire, besides taking coal 
and water, in five minutes! While 
ip New South Wales the pan is 
cleared by the fuelmen. South Aus-
tralia and the State of the sand groper 
point the finger of scorn at us in this 
regard, for they wash out with the 
waste water from the injector. But 
reading these signs of the times, 
coupled with the reports of up-to-date 
gear on our own infant Cl, the dis-
appearance from this world of this 
costly, stupid and disgusting job is 
almost upon us. Some say that the 
monopoly has been snapped up by a 
traveller of Lucifer and Co. for use 
elsewhere. Anyway, it would be 
more at home there than in a country 
which is supposed to be the paradise 
of Labor. 

M.A.H. 
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THE RED FLAG. 
The decision of the Trades Hall 

Council to hoist the Red Flag on cer-
tain occasions to commemorate hap-
penings of the industrial classes to-
wards the upward and onward march 
of man has given rise to much discus-
sion in our midst. The hostile press 
and platform, and in instances pul-
pits, have endeavored by their writ-
ings and rhetoric to cloud the real 
meaning of the Red Flag. The 
"Argus," which name is a misnomer, 
and I might suggest that it be 
changed to "Cyclops," referred to in 
legend as having only one eye, made 
a frothy, frenzied attack on the Red 
Flag in a sub-leader during the month 
of August. The Rev. Mr. Woodful 
also indulged in an attack on the 
meaning of the Red Flag, and when 
challenged to a debate on the subject 
by Harry Scott Bennett promptly 
side-stepped. Whether it is an op-
portune time to fly the Red Flag is 
a rock on which many good unionists 
split. My opinion is that there is 
no time like the present. 

The "Argus" is a good paper to 
read, as it is class-conscious, and puts 
vividly before its readers the views 

.,of the class it represents. To vivid  

thinkers, virile men and women in-
tellectualists, educationalists, and So-
cialists it is opposed, and in conse-
quence is recognised by them as their 
enemy. 

The Red Flag symbolises the red 
fluid that courses through humanity's 
veins, not, as the "Argus" says, "to 
typify the fact that the blood of the 
workers of the world is red." This is 
mere camouflage, and points clearly to 
what lengths our press is prepared to 
go to prove something that is not 
suggested. 

The Red Flag is the flag of the In-
ternationalist, and, despite puny 
Prime Ministers and despotic auto-
crats, the Red Flag will fly in our 
hearts and minds if not from 
our flagpoles. There is a class 
of people in our midst to-day 
who fly no flag but may be considered 
as sailing under the black flag of 
piracy. I refer to those spurious pa-
triots who are making untold wealth 
out of the groans, agonies, tears and 
blood of the warring nations, and if 
our Government would relegate these 
world pickpockets to oblivion and 
confiscate their wealth instead of do-
ing the bidding of the "Argus," they 
would be doing something of real 
worth in the world. The history of 
the Red Flag may be traced back 
many years, and was originally flown 
by the sun worshippers as an emblem 
of the sun that supplies our planet 
with life and love. In all nations the 
flag has been flown as the symbol of 
the proletariats, and has always taken 
a prominent part in working-class 
processions. 

The Red Flag stands for the eman-
cipation of the working-class, and as 
such is dreaded and hated by the 
capitalist class. The Red Flag stands 
for truth; capitalism is based on lies. 
The inexorable law of capitalism is 
responsible for the loathsome slum, 
the hellish toil and the misery of the 
factory system. We in Australia do 
not realise the economic power and 
brutality exercised by the owning 
classes in older countries. The chaos 
created by their system is appalling. 
Thousands out of employment, chil-
dren dying for lack of food; women 
selling their virtue for bread; infants 
selling papers on the streets for a 
crust, and other social iniquities too 
numerous to cite here. No, you 
smug-faced- cotton-wool member of 
society, the Red Flag is not sym-
bolical of sedition, hatred and strife; 
it represents a true democracy, where 
the people would rule, where there 
would be real justice, real liberty, real 
patriotism—a world free from woe 
and evil and want and misery and 
brutality. 
"Then wave the scarlet standard high; 
Within its shade we'll live and die. 
Though cowards flinch and traitors 

sneer, 
We'll keep the Red Flag flying here." 

W. LEWIS. 

Life begins in a cell, and under 
Capitalism it ends in a cell. 

Have you got an item you want to 
see considered at the next Federal 
Conference? If so, put it before 
your Branch and get it sent on to 
Executive, so that it can be dealt with 
before December 12. Agenda closes 
December 15. 

There are avenues available by 
which you can make your share in 
the selection of a candidate effective, 
and if you refuse or neglect those 
means you are handicappingour 
more intelligent and self-sacrificing 
fellow-worker as well as your slug-
gard self. 

It is safe to say that there is no 
body of workers so large as that of 
the railwaymen of Australia with so 
little direct representation in its legis-
lative halls. It is not for lack of 
ability or lack of numbers, but it 
seems to indicate a lack of cohesive 
effort that will have to be remedied 
in the near future if we are to hold 
the place we claim we are entitled to 
in the industrial battlefield. What-
ever be at fault, it is our place to 
search out the cause and apply the 
remedy, whatever sacrifice of, per-
haps, long-cherished and precon-
ceived notions may be necessary to 
secure it. There are some who rea-
lise the necessity and act on it. 

There is a large • nttmber (and 
amongst them the chronic grum-
blers) who act as a dead weight on 
their more active fellows, and as 
"sprags" in the wheels of progress. 
The ever-increasing living costs are 
waking them up, and there is hope 
that enlightenment will follow; but 
perhaps the harder pinch that is yet 
to come will stir them to action. If 
so, then let the pinch be soon and 
in time to profit by its effects. 

Reports from Geelong show that 
things have taken an upward ten-
dency from a unionistic standpoint at 
the 'Pivot," and the prospects are 
looking better for the future. There 
are still a few in the district who say 
they are willing to join up under con-
ditions, but we would remind them 
that they did not impose any condi-
tions when accepting the back pay, 
which was only made obtainable by 
the union payments and solid sup-
port of their better-spirited (but not 
better-paid) workmates. 

Members will have a large field to-
choose from in the number that is 
presented for election to the Execu-
tive of the Association. See that you 
choose wisely and elect the men who 
will most nearly represent your views 
but don't refrain from voting and 
then criticise the men who have to 

carry the burden of your troubles. 



It would want a special edition of 
"The Footplate" to do justice to all 
the good things that were said that 
night, but a very pleasing feature was 
the frank and manly acknowledg-
ment made by some who were one 
time opponents of the policy laid 
down and faithfully followed by the 
general officers, that they were mis-
taken and were glad to publicly admit 
it. 

Comrade Barnard is again to the 
fore with news from Tasmania. We 
are always glad to hear of the doings 
of our mates in the "tight little 
island." 

The rumor monger is laying low 
for a while. A vigorous campaign 
has prevented him working off any 
new "stunts" lately, but if he gets 
going on anything rash bring him 
along to the Branch meeting, and be 
sure that he géts the opportunity of 
saying there what he says outside—
that is, if he is game. 

The splendid reception given to the 
General Officers at the smoke night 
was very heartening. That there is 
genuine appreciation amongst the 
rank and file goes without saying, but 
if the good feeling displayed on Oc-
tober 5 by the boys is a true indi-
cation of the feeling of the general 
body—and there is every reason to 
think so—then the general officers 
can look forward to solid support for 
the continuation and furtherance of 
the policy laid down for the future of 
the Association. 
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The Grand Council decided that 
steps should at once be taken to re-
new the agitation for an Independent 
Industrial Tribunal, with equal and 
sectional representation and power, 
to interpret its own decisions, and 
with that end in view action has• been 
taken to obtain the co-operation of 
the other railway organisations in 
voicing the views of the service on 
the necessity for having a permanent 
channel through which to obtain in-
dustrial justice for Railwaymen. 

Keen, but friendly, rivalry is shown 
amongst the various Branches on the 
question of obtaining the highest per-
centage of available contributions col-
lected. Wonthaggi topped the poll 
with 100 per cent., but Ararat and 
Dimboola (99 per cent.) were close 
up, and reckon on getting the pos-
sible next half-year. 

Wonthaggi is to be congratulated 
on its performance. It shows that 
every member is a trier at the coal 
metropolis. The only fly in the 
ointment is the man who is too mean 
to pay up and remains a "non," while 
his mates work for his betterment. A 
pleasant smile is not a reasonable ex-
cuse for dodging your union respon-
sibilities while you pocket the result 
of its efforts. 

The smoke social was undoubtedly 
an enjoyable function. It was gene-
rally acclaimed the best for years. 
One comrade said at the conclusion 
that had he known it was going to be 
so good he "would have bought two 
tickets!" 

We regret that the full report has 
had to be held over till next issue. 
"Space will not permit" this time, but 
there are other "Footplates" to fol-
low. 

The president was in capital forni 
and the "boys" in great humor. The 
gathering was one that will be remem-
bered for many a day. The attend-
ance was fair, but there was refresh-
ment, seats, good smokes, and good 
company galore. The musical items 
were very much enjoyed by all. 

Mr. R. O'Reilly and Mr. Joe Han-
nan contributed largely to the success 
of the evening, and the singing of our 
two comrades provided a musical „. 
treat for the company. It is stated 
by their many admirers that they can 
both make the engine sing some 
when there is need for it. 

Bendigo wants to stir itself some, 
according to the auditors' report. An 
intelligent and organised effort would 
result in substantial improvement in 
the Golden City Branch, but it should 
not be left to the Branch officers 
alone. There is an obligation on 
every member to see that his Branch 
is sound from a financial and indus-
trial point of view. 

Mr. "Dave" Smith's singing was a 
pleasing feature of the evening, and 
the enthusiastic recall he received was 
inevitable. It was not until late in 
the evening that many of those pre-
sent realised that they had "seen" 
him perform before. All present car-
ried away pleasant recollections of having 
" heard" him this time, and his reception 
was a tribute to his musical taste and 
capabilities. 

Mr. Norman Leslie tickled the 
risible faculties of the audience all 
right. Whether he sang or whether 
he talked, there was always a broad 
smile in evidence, and when he let 
himself go the tables rocked and 
rocked again. We hope to meet them 
all again some other night. 

"Frank" Pearce excelled himself 
when making the presentation. He 
had a delicate task to handle, but he 
carried it out well, and everybody 
voted that he was the nian for the 
job. 

Your union is like your bank. Put 
something in, and you will get it out 
with interest. Three good things to 
pay in over the counter are energy, 
spirit and contributions. It is no good 
a fewt"putting in" while the rest hang 
back. A collective effort is needed, 
and it will work out this way—"Roll 
up," "pay up" and "pick up." 

A few bad pays in a Branch have 
the sanie effect as leaks in the train-
pipe. They make the union train 
hard to handle with success, and give 
it a rough passage; but when the 
leaks have been screwed up you can 
be sure the fire will not be dampened, 
and the wheels will revolve steadily 
on the rails of progress. 

Maurice Blackburn, vice-president 
of the A.L.P., and representative of 
the Victorian Labor College, received 
a rousing reception when he rose to 
propose the toast of the Association. 
The President said he hoped that it would 
be the last time we would have to wel-
come him in the capacity of a private 
citizen, and hoped that the next time 
he attended our smoke social it would 
be as M.L.A. for Essendon—a wish 
that "The Footplate" fervently re-
echoes. 

If you take an interest in your As-
sociation give a hand to your Branch 
officers to get in the 100 per cent. of 
available contributions. The decided 
improvement shown in the Branch re-
turns encourages the belief that 1918 
will prove a record year. Do your 
best to help make it so. 

If you are tired of this insane 
system of Capitalism, and seek real 
prosperity for the men who toil, then 
you want to study and work for 
Socialism. 

The strike of locomotive engine-
men on the Commonwealth Railways 
should not have been, and we believe 
would not have been had they been 
members of this Federation; but when 
voices from the wilderness go un-
heeded for want of being made pro-
perly clear at the place where com-
plaints can be remedied, something 
is bound to happen. The  men  of 
the desert no doubt felt they were 
deserted. 

The hundred-eyed "Argus" dealt 
with the matter in characteristic 
fashion. It emphasised the fact that 
the secretary of the Commonwealth 
Enginemen (Mr. Wittorf) had a Ger-
man name, but did not mention that 
he was born in Australia and has a 
brother fighting at the war. We 
wonder if in any of its moments of 
impotent rage it ever published in full 
detail the Christian and surname of 
the editor of a morning contempo-
rary, and, if so, did it draw any infer-
ences from it. "Granny" is a grand 
old grandma, but ninety-nine of her 
hundred eyes are closed, and she 
couldn't pass the vision-test with the 
other. 

Many a man aspires to be a political 
leader when even his dog won't fol-
low him. 

Printed by the Hilton Press, rear 398 Post Office Place, Melbourne, and Published by the Victorian Locomotive 
Enginedrivers', Firemen's and Cleaners' Association 



Library Digitised Collections

Title:
The Footplate 1918

Date:
1918

Persistent Link:
http://hdl.handle.net/11343/21235

http://hdl.handle.net/11343/21235

