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Cleanliness 	Comfort 	Good Orchestra 	Perfect Pictures 

Our Programs may be 
equalled but 

Cannot be Beaten. 

1 UNITED WE STAND 
DIVIDED WE FALL. 

UNIONISTS, you know what the above 
means. Whether you are in the Railway 
Service or any other calling, UNIONISM 
and all it stands for deserves your 
UNITED SUPPORT. If you do not give 
it, then you are helping the other side and 
all it stands for, i.e., Cheap Labour and 
Sweated Conditions. The Theatrical 
Employees' Association have fought hard 
in the Arbitration Court for what it has 
got help them to keep it. 

Never in the history of Australia has 
the necessity for Unity been greater. 
So pass the word to -the boys and your 
families to 

Support The Loco. 
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" They are staves who will not dare  
All wrongs to right,  
All rights to share."  

íábXXXMKás6M6áìidóNIMMAWdp1WM•PM  

MANAGERIAL NOTES.  
" The Footplate " is published 

' monthly. 
All branch secretaries and executive 

officers are empowered to act as 
agents for this journal. Hand your 
contributions, name and address to 
them. We do the rest. 

All communications to be addressed 
to the Editor, C. J. Franklin, Loco. 
Hall, Victoria-st., North Melbourne. 
Telephone: Central, 10,235. 

 

Correspondents must attach their  
names and addresses, not necessarily  
for publication. No matter of a per-
sonal character will be published. 

 

Literary.—Contributions to be in  
not later than the 18th of each month. 

 

Branch reports should be in hands of 
 

Editor as soon as possible after the 
 

monthly meeting. Write on one side 
 

of paper only  

Subscribers should see that "The 
 

Footplate" is sent • to thcir private 
 

address, and not to loco. sheds. Sub-
scribers will be held res'onsible for  
any failure of delivery due to change 

 

of address. They should notify Postal 
 

authorities of any altered address, and 
 

forward same also to their Branch  

Secretary.  

EDITORIAL.  

WHAT'S WRONG?  
It's a rough life! This is a common  

expression with the men of our Call-
ing. Though it is often said in jest,  
there is more truth in it than is plea-
sant to contemplate. The fact is  
brought home to us all on occasions  
by the death of an apparently healthy  
comrade. There is a long, mournful,  
and increasing list of names of men  
who, although in what is known as  
their prime, have passed to the  
Great Beyond. The reaper of death  
is busy in our ranks, and takes full  
advantage of "the rough life." These  
men, together with the large number  
who become physically unfit for  
active service on the footplate, owe  
their unhappy fate in many cases to  
the bad conditions and ever-increas-
ing responsibilities forced upon us  
without any alleviation. A few years  
ago we were all certified as being  
sound in wind and limb. How many  of .  us can claim to have maintained  
that standard, even those of us who  have not yet reached that age when  

natural, physical and mental deterio-
ration sets in? The increasing strain is  
reaching breaking point—has done so  
in fact in the case of our unfortunate  
fellows.  

One may well ask, What's Wrong?  
The cry for economy is loud and, in  
our opinion, ecenomy at the expense  
of efficiency, safety, and life is prac-
tised. We as enginemen are affected  
grievously by the process as the  
standard of our conditions is being  
gradually but surely lowered.  

In the suburban service engine-time  
is cut below the minimum required,  
the running is heavier, and the re-
sponsibilities greater than ever before.  
Freight trains are increasing in  
strength, engines growing in size,  
poor quality coal is supplied, and  
there is an absence of mechanical de-
vices as used on the locomotives of  
other States. Whilst these conditions  
obtain there is a tendency to confine  
the staff to the lowest possible num-
ber required. The result is obvious.  
The human machine cannot stand the  
strain indefinitely, and sooner or later  
breaks down. The conscientious  
worker is the first to go. We work  
at high tension continuously, at all  
hours, in all climates; of recreation  
we get little; meals are taken any-
where at all times, and often we do  
not get the sleep and rest required.  
Many disabilities are inseparable from  
railway work, but we contend that  
they should be taken into considera-
tion and recompense made. The  
State, we are told, is the model em-
ployer; if so, then we have the right  
to expect better treatment. More  
holidays are necessary, coupled with  
long service leave at a time, when  
after years of constant labor a well-
earned rest may give a new lease of  
life. The necessity for the frantic  
rush to catch the clock should be  
eliminated; more time allowed for  
engine requirements; good coal sup-
plied, and engines kept in first-class  
order. Overtime should be reduced  
to a minimum. and adequate recrea-
tion and rest allowed between shifts.  
These are but a few of the desired  
improvements that could be effected  
if efficient, healthy, contented men  
are required in a calling second to  
none in importance to the State.  

EDITOR.  
MESiífg:*,=t': ..11,16V.P. 6LtLt!Lrf%e.01sEE ^ 	t ,^FtifslF.  

To Correspondents. 
 

When you're got a thing to say,  
Say it! Don't take half a day.  
When your tale's got little in it  
Crowd the whole thing in a minute!  
Life is short—a fleeting vapor—
Don't you fill the whole . blamed  paper  
With a tale, which at a pinch , Could be covered in an inch!  
Boil it down until it simmers,  
Polish it until it glimmers.  
When you've got a thing to say,  
Say it! Don't take half a day.  

DUNCAN McCALLUM.  
By Jas. Anderson (Frankston).  

One of the lads told me the sad  
news, and he added, "It shouldn't  
have been his turn yet, Doc., not for  
a long time." I asked him how long  
he knew Duncan. He answered three  
months. I was struck with the young-
ster's keen appreciation of the dead  
man's character.  

It was good to know Duncan. One  
always had time to have a "word"  
with him. You always left him with  
a smile or grin on your face. His  
dry, Scotch humor leaving a pleasant  
memory, you felt better after a chat  
with him. Why is it some men in  
this world seems to be "natural  
tonics"—their very presence seems to  
invigorate one, life seems brighter,  
the world seems brighter. Is it the  
sunshine of genuine manhood? These  
men whose character is as clean as a  
sunbeam live in this world to do no  
man injury, but help him if possible  
in running his course of life, and  
leave the world better for their time  
upon it. My word, laddie, you put  
it well. "It shouldn't have been his  
turn yet." I often wonder if that old  
religious yarn about us all meeting  
once more on the last day is true.  
I hope it is. What a meeting it will  
be! Think of all the good fellows  
gone—aye, and all the good fellows  
that are left. It's something to look  
forward to. What a crowd of names  
I could rattle off. I hope that story  
is right. I want to meet once more  
some of those big-hearted white men  
who will be there. Some of you are  
alive yet, and may you live long, but  
turn up when you hear the trumpet  
—let's have a final yarn with you all.  
I wonder if we could have a drink,  
anyway. I will take my reward with  
the knowledge that in this world I  
have met white men whose friend-
ship I claimed like Duncan McCal-
lum.  

ONE FOR THE ECONOMY  
BOARD.  

In ' a recent American railway  
magazine appears the following: A  
Western Company cleans its loco-
motives by running them over a weed-
grown side track. The weeds act as  
a tooth brush, removing the rough  grease.  

THE LARGEST RAILROAD  
YARD.  

The Chicago Union transfer railway  
at Chicago, Illinois, U.S.A., has the  honour of being the largest. Th e yard is close on 3,50o acres in extent, and  
is over two and a half miles long,  
contains over 105 miles of track, and  
is said to have a capacity of 14,00 .  car .—" R. R.M. \1."  
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THE FEDERATED RAILWAY 
LOCOMOTIVE ENGIN E-
DRIVERS' ASSOCIATION OF 
AUSTRALIA. 

Victorian Division. 

Executive: 

Messrs. G. Churchill, H. J. Higgs, 
E. T. Feltham, H. Considine, W. Preece, C. 
H. Morrison, R. Ellis, C. Rhodes, F. 
Croft, H. E. Reilly, W. Lewis, F. Pal-
mer, C. J. Franklin, J. Sullivan. 

Branch Secretaries: 

Central—H. J. Higgs, 48 Bangalore- 
st. Kensington. 

Ararat—A.  Finch, cr. Moore and 

Ballarra
Queen  . Ararat. 

 TClark, 2 Nunn-st., 
Ballarat East. 

Benalla—E. Mitchell, Crammond-st., 
Benalla. 

Bendigo—W. L. Hosking, "Gwennap," 
Thistle-st., Bendigo. 

Dimboola—J. Duggan, near Railway 
Station, Dimboola. 

Geelong—B. Baxter, 124 Upper Wel-
ler-st., Geelong West. 

Korumburra.—L. Datson, Bourke-street 
Korumburra. 

Maryborough—J. Charles, Argyle-st., 
East Maryborough. 

Seymour—T. S. Pearce, " Roselea," 
Oak-st., Seymour. 

Stawell—J.A. Rowlands, Jennings-st., 
Stawell. 

Traralgon—H. 	Oxley, Henry-st., 
Traralgon. 

Wonthaggi—M. W. Darcy, Campbell-
st., Wonthaggi. 

FEDERAL AND STATE 
SECRETARIES. 

Federal Secretary — G. Crossman, 
" Tavistock." Newington Road, 
Marrickville, Sydney, N.S.W. 

N•S•W.—W. Ainsworth, Rutland 
Chambers, King-street, Newtown, 
Sydney. 

W. Australia.—E. G. Backshall, to 
Trades Hall, Perth, W.A. 

Queensland.—T. J. Brosnan, College 
Rd., Springhill, Brisbane, Queens 
land. 

S. Australia.—H. J. George, Trades 
Hall, 

Tasmania.—R. 
 - 

	W. Connor, 
Australia. 

 Connor,72Foster- 
street, Launceston, Tasmania. 

New Zealand.—W. McArley, Room, 1, 
Ward and Montville Buildings, 53 
Balance Street, Wellington, N.Z. 

OPEN PAGE. 

To the Editor. 

To any of my fellow mates who 
may be about to enjoy some of their 
much-talked-of privileges (I mean an-
nual leave) now that winter is ap-
proaching, I would like to recom-
mend Brisbane as the place to spend 
a . holiday. This city (capital of 
Queensland), the home of sunshine, 
is specially suitable for southerners 
to visit just now. From Melbourne 
it is 1,300 miles, and takes 51 hours 
to go right through. However, when 
you get there, you are amply com-
pensated for all the misgivings you 
may have had. We left Melbourne 
by the 4 p.m. Albury express, on a 
Wednesday, and arrived in Sydney 
next day at 11.10 a.m. At 2 p.m. the 
same day we left for Brisbane by the 
mail train, and landed there at 6.40 
p.m. on Friday. One could not help 
noticing the difference in the rolling 
stoic of the three States, that of Vic-
toria being first, with that of Queens-
land a good second, and that of New 
South Wales last. Queensland has a 
3ft. bin. gauge, but their rolling stock 
is as wide as ours, and seats five per-
sons independent of the corridor. 
They are more progressive in one 
direction only, the carriages are 
lighted with electricity. In Queens-
land you can book a 2nd class sleep-
ing berth for 2/6, but in Victoria and 
New South Wales sleeping berths are 
reserved for 1st class passengers. At 
Woy Woy you first see the splendid 
Hawkesbury River. Here it is locked 
in between mountain ranges, and over 
it is the railway bridge, some hun-
dreds of yards long. This is a great 
feat of engineering. From here on to 
Newcastle, which is a grimy-looking 
place, with its steam trams, you can 
always find something to interest the 
eye. After you leave Newcastle you 
can still amuse yourself by watching 
the country as you speed through it, 
and then darkness gradually settles 
down upon you, and you settle down 
for the second night in the train. 
Witt us all went well until we 
reached Armidale at 3.20 a.m., when 
we heard the porters singing out, 
"All change out of this carriage, 
please." Well you should have seen 
the passengers, and heard the 
language. It was more expressive 
than polite, and everyone was half-
undressed. It was a sample of glori-
ous mismanagement, and could not 
have happened under the Victorian 
system of checking and tallying the 
passengers. It appears that at Armi-
dale it is customary to take a car-
riage off. We couldn't get into the 
rest of the train, as it was a case of 
"full house," so we were told that 
they would stop the "limited" and 
attach us to that. Our train left, 
then we were ordered to get back into 
the carriage we got out  of, were  

shunted into No. 2, to wait 40 minutes 
for the "limited." By this time a 
second engine was provided, along 
came the "limited," and all was right 
once more. At Wallangarra, on the 
Border, we changed trains again. This 
shows the absolute foolishness of the 
break of gauge, and the sooner the 
Commonwealth Government realises 
its responsibilities, and takes over all . 

the railways, and grapples with this 
gigantic trouble, the better for all 
concerned. You are booked to leave 
Wallangarra at 9.30 a.m., and timed 
to arrive at Brisbane at 6.40 p.m. 

 From Wallangarra to Toowoomba 
you cross the famous Darling Downs, . 

and incidentally through the town of 
Warwick, where the great Billy 
Hughes hatched his scheme of Fede-
ral police. From Toowoomba you 
cross the ranges, and after a run of 
30 miles, find yourself at Helidon. 
Enginemen go down the ranges with 
only the driver's brake valve, there 
being no retention valves on any of 
their engines, and only one hand 
brake, which is not used. The coun-
try from here on is interesting, an d . 

you notice the houses built up on 
piles, as a safeguard from the white 
ants, and because it is cooler. You 
go through Ipswich, where the great 
railway workshops are. Ipswich was 
the former seaport town on the Bris-
bane, and to give you an idea of the 
size of this river an 18,000 ton 
steamer can come right up to Bris-
bane's back door. Brisbane is a very 

. pretty place, and is rather hilly, with . 

the river like a giant serpentine wind-
ing its way to, the sea. The streets 
are fairly wide, and the buildings are 
good. There is practically an ab-
sence of slum area. They have a 
splendid service of electric trams. 
The town is badly lighted, and so far 
is not sewered, but the scheme has 
been under way for .five years. There 
are many beauty spots round and 
near Brisbane, but you have to go 
from 12 to 15 miles to get any sea 
bathing. The weather was very like 
the present weather here, except that 
the nights were not as cold, but you 
could always sleep well, and look for 
your three meals next day. 

H. J. HIGGS. . 

To the Editor. 

One of the greatest inconveniences 
that a fireman labours under is that 
of breaking up and shovelling coal in 
total darkness at night time, and 
various are the means that he em-
ploys whereby a reflection from the 
fire can be thrown on the footplate 
that he may be able to see to do this 
work, and prevent damaged fingers,, 
to say the least of it. Yet were one 
to ask, say, 90 per cent. of the fire-
men, or will we go further, and ask 
the drivers also?—you may if you wish 
refer the matter to the mechanics, 
and ask one and all—for what purpose 

OFFICERS: 

President: B. B. Deveney. 

Vice-President: J. Gault. 

Treasurer: W. C. Collins. 

Acting General Secretary: 
A. S. Drakeford. 
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is there a "hole drilled through the 
firedoor?" I doubt if you will get 
a satisfactory answer. 

Not a great number of years ago a 
certain driver, then at Seymour, suc-
cessfully agitated for a hole to be 
drilled in the door for the purpose of 
throwing a light from the fire on to 
the footplate, and strange to say it 
answers the purpose admirably. But 
you will ask, if so then why not now? 
The answer is simple. There is one 
defect—the hole is too small in dia-
meter. What is required is that it be 
drilled to about 13 in. in the door, and 
about 1U in. in the baffle plate, the 
holes not being in direct line, but the 
hole in the baffle plate a little higher 
so as to deflect the light downwards; 
and I would go still further and ad-
vocate that a trial should be made 
with a door with two holes of that 
size, claiming that the fire light is the 
best for this purpose if it can be ob-
tained. Whilst writing on this sub-
iect let me draw attention to the un-
necessary weight of the door, ap-
pearing to me to be out of all pro-
portion to what is required, the 
baffle plate in many instances being 
cut from in. plate, although never 
to my knowledge has one been 
burned out, and it is safe to say much 
lighter material would serve the pur-
pose. It is a question whether a 
baffe is really needed on the door 
providing a number of in. holes 
were drilled in the door, to provide 
small streams of air for cooling pur-
poses, and which would be an advan-
tage for purposes of combustion 
above the fire. 

The abnormal weight of the door 
is the cause of more worn-out fire 
shovels than any other factor. Driver 
Simpson, of Seymour, was, as far as 
the writer knows, the first to advo-
cate and have the hole drilled in the 
firedoors for this purpose. In the 
doors of A2 and Dd engines the hole 
is about in.. which is far too small. 
—Yours. 

F.B. 
Ballarat. 

The general secretary of the South 
Australian division, Mr. H. George, 
was one of the selected Labor candi-
dates for the East Torrens seat at 
the recent elections. Although Mr. 
George was not successful, he polled 
very well indeed, and we hope one 
day to see M.L.A. attached to his 
name. He would do the position and 
movement credit, we feel sure. 

Comrade Fireman F. Judkins, re-
cently stationed at Toolamba, has 
been transferred to Melbourne. 
When leaving Toolamba Mr. and 
Mrs. Judkins were each presented 
with a token of the esteem in which 
they were held, and the work per-
formed by them it the cause. He's 
a live wire, this lad, and we are 
pleased to have him back with us. 

QUESTION BOX. 
By A. J. JONES. 

A.T. asks:—What may cause a pas-
senger car brake to stick on? 

Answer.—Defective ring on triple 
piston, exhaust port choked, release 
spring broken, or defective slack ad-
iuster. In the first three cases cut out 
the defective brake, release air from 
it, and attach "defect card." In the 
case of defective slack adjuster, 
throw back the two par is (one pawl 
on latest type), and unscrew the 
ratchet sleeve 2 full turns; leave the 
pawls off and attach "defect card." 
Whenever a "defect card" is attached 
to a vehicle hand a copy to train ex-
aminer. 

S.J. enquires:—What advantage is 
it to have a governor on an air 
pump? 

Answer.—A saving in fuel and wear 
on pump, less liability to skid wheels 
or burst hose pipes by excessive pres-
sure, less liability of brakes sticl¡ng 
on owing to variations in pressure. 

C.T. asks:—What is the "hydro-
static principle" in connection with 
the Detroit lubricator? 

Answer.—The use of the pressure 
due to the column of water in the 
condenser to displace the oil from the 
cistern and force it up to S.F. valves. 
The steam pressure will not do this 
because it is equal throughout the 
lubricator. 

D.M. asks:—In what way does the 
Walschacrt valve gear differ from the 
Stephenson valve gear? 

Answer.—Some points of difference 
are as follow:—(1) one eccentric in-
stead of two; (2) lap• and lead pro-
vided for by separate motion taken 
from crosshead; (3) link curved op-
posite way; (4) block moves on link 
instead of vice versa; (5) bottom of 
link used for forward gear; (6) the 
motion of the valve is derived from 
two sources, partly from the eccentric 
and partly from the crosshead; these 
two motions are combined by the 
combination lever and imparted to 
the valve. 

Dimboola asks:—When travelling 
with full load on "line clear report" 
on grade requiring 30 miles per hour 
to negotiate, engine becomes dis-
abled and relief is obtained from the 
rear. Relief driver finds his engine 
cannot propel the whole train 
through the section. What procedure 
should be taken in accordance with 
rules? 

Answer.—We can see that it would 
have been better not to go to the 
station in the rear if it was known 
that an engine of sufficient power 
could not be obtained there. How-
ever the accident has now become of 
such a nature as to block the line, or 
in other words it becomes an obstrue- 

tion. Therefore the guard will put 
the driver of disabled engine in 
charge of the point of obstruction; 
the driver will send his fireman with 
the "line clear report" to the station 
in advance; the S.M. will cancel the 
"line clear report," and send relief en-
gine with the staff; the train, includ-
ing the three engines, will go to the 
end of section to which it was pre-
viously proceeding. 

Diinboo]a No. 2:—When travelling 
on " line clear report" with train, 
driver is stopped by detonators and 
flag-signalman informs him that a 
washaway has occurred, and he can-
not proceed any further. What ac-
tion should be taken in accordance 
with rules? 

Answer.—Guard will put driver in 
charge of point of obstruction, driver 
will send his fireman to station in ad-
vance with the "line clear report," 
driver will give guard a "relief order" 
to take to the station in the rear. 
Guard and fireman will place detona-
tors at 400 yds., 800 yds., and 1,200 
vds. from obstruction. Traffic will be 
worked from rear by pilot-working 
and from the front end with the 
staff. 

OBITUARY. 

FOWLES.—The railway staff at 
Koruinburra experienced a shock at 
the untimely death of Comrade E. 
Fowles, which occurred after a short 
illness on the 26th ultimo. It seems 
the irony of fate that our late com-
rade should pass comparatively un-
scathed through the Flanders hola-
caust to return home covered with 
glory and wounds, contract pleurisy 
and  pneumonia, and die quietly in his 
bed at the early age of 25 years. He 
was a good Unionist and a good com-
rade, and he leaves a vacant place 
that is distinctly felt by a large circle 
of friends. Great sympathy is ex-
pressed for his young widow in her 
very sad bereavement. 

McCALLUM.—We sincerely regret 
to record the death of Comrade 
Duncan McCallum, who died very 
suddenly whilst on duty. Duncan 
was a good mate, a good" Unionist, 
and a man in every respect. The sad 
circumstances of his deah will come 
as a shock to all. His body was re-
moved to Maryborough for intern-
ment. 

McDONALD.—We regret to re-
cord the death of Fireman Hector 
McDonald. who was recently re-
ported killed in France. He has been 
reported missing for seven months. 
Hector enlisted two years ago. We 
extend our deepest sympathy to the 
relatives of this brave comrade. 
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MONTH BY MONTH . 

RAILWAYS CLASSIFICATION 
BOARD. 

Many members are  anxious to 
know what will be the final outcome 
of the work of the Railways Classifi-
cation Board. The position at pre-
sent is that the report of the Board 
is before the Commissioners for 
their consideration, and will be 
passed on from them to the Govern-
ment. 

As soon as the full particulars are 
available they will be published for 
the information of our members, 
many of whom are living in a state 
of anxiety caused by the difficulties 
of adequately providing for the wants 
of their homes and families in these 
strenuous times of costly living. 

A searching enquiry covering a 
long and trying period for the men 
has been made into rates of pay, and 
the reward of patience should be now 
close at hand. 

Working conditions, however, are 
matters that also require investiga-
tion. It is hoped that when the 
Board's report is forwarded to Parlia-
ment that that body will sec its way 
towards remedying the defects in the 
C•B.'s constitution, and will see that 
the work of dealing with the working 
conditions is promptly taken up. 

Wages and working conditions are 
so closely interwoven as to be in-
separable, and fair and equitable 
rates of pay arc no good without rea-
sonable working conditions an d  vice 
versa.  

matter is one that, besides involving 
the department in a great deal of 
expense for transfers, causes a heavy 
expense and often actual loss to the 
promoted men themselves, who must, 
nevertheless, accept promotion or go 
down for all time in seniority while 
in the service. 

AN IMPROVEMENT NECESSARY. 

If the officers constituting the 
board can see it in the light in which 
it was placed before them by your 
representatives, the . president and 
acting general secretary, it might 
possibly be the last time that the 
Association will have to approach the 
department to have trains raised in 
grade; this at all events is the fer-
vent hope of the whole of the mem-
bers who, • as earnestly as does the 
department, desire an efficient and 
contented service. 

In any case there is only one way 
in which the department can palliate 
the continuance of its present system, 
and that is to pay for each purely 
passenger train at first-class rates, 
and for each mixed or cross-country 
passenger train at second-class rates. 

This, in our opinion. would not 
justify the preservation of the classi-
fication of work as practised here, 
but it would make possible. for men 
who have lengthy terms of success-
ful service with the department, pro-
motion from the lowest grade of 
driver before they are old men, and 
remove to some extent the doleful 
outlook for firemen whose chances of 
promotion to the second class are 
well nigh extinguished by> the adop-
tion of electrification for the subur-
ban service, with only one man at the 
business end of the train. 

CIRCULAR 94-18. 

The introduction of the new 
method . of carrying forward over-
time has been dealt with by the de-
putation, and the C.M.E. asked to 
have overtime booked off as it is 
worked insead of being allowed to 
accumulate, the present method 
being open to abuse and favorit-
ism, and allow of long hours 
being worked and the time being 
booked off afterwards instead of long 
hours being kept down to a minimum 
and each man being given his proper 
turn. Assistance is looked for from 
the members of the Association, and 
all cases of long hours that are avoid-
able reported, and a copy kept of the 
correspondence to be given through 
the branch to the .executive if justice 
is not otherwise done, The executive 
looks for the assistance of the mem-
bers in this action, as a general com-
plaint is worth nothing if not sup-
ported by actual instances. 

Amongst other matters the unrea-
sonable delay in getting out the 
seniority sheet has been pointed out 
to the C.M.E. as well as the delay in 
getting some alterations of the appli-
cation of clause 52 of reg. 56 to cer-
tain allotment jobs. 

The fitting of curtains to tender 
engines used on suburban passenger 
and goods services is being pushed 
on in order that the hardships of men 
running these engines tender first 
may be minimised as much as pos-
sible. An X and Y class have been 
fitted up as samples, and while the 
back curtain is a great improvement,. 
the side curtains are badly designed.. 
Mr. Lorimer has promised to recon-
sider the side curtains, both as re-
gards shape and means of fastening 
same, and to. have them fitted up at 
once. 

REST JOBS. 

Mr. Lorimer is calling a conference 
with Mr. Miscamble and representa-
tives of the Association to go into 
the question of rest jobs engine 
crews sent past termination where 
they had been originally booked, and 
the general question of late notifica-
tion of loco. by transportation when 
trains are put on or specials are re-
quired, Mr. Lorimer expressing the 
opinion that four hours' notice was 
little enough before an engine was 
required. Reference to this will be 
found in weekly notice No. 17. As 
any improvement in these matters 
would remove many of the hardships 
which our members are now suffer-
ing under, branch secretaries could 
give great assistance to the executive 
officers if they would supply details 
of any rest jobs now being worked 
from their depots, or any cases where 
men, after arriving at destination 
booked have been ordered further, 
with, if possible, names of men, 
length of time on duty, and date of 
trip. 

GENERAL ITEMS. 

Dr. Geany's claim for interval time 
at Stawell has been granted, the pre-
vious decision having been reversed. 

Fireman Baker, of Port Melbourne, 
3 days short paid in January, 1918; 
claim upheld, and time to be paid. 

Cleaners Mills, Lewis, and Sparks 
are to be paid difference in time when 
junior men were sent out firing, they 
being kept in shed for washing out 
and lighting up; also they will be 
sent out in their turn as soon as 
junior  men  can be trained for light-
ing up. 

Cleaner Lewis is to be commended 
for the way in which he kept his 
time and persisted in his case. 

New cleaners, 21 all told, have been 
put on at North and Port Melbourne. 
Only a drop in the bucket, this. The 
Department seem to be finding a 
difficulty in getting suitable men, and 
no wonder, considering the condi-
tions they are imposing and others 
they propose. 

CI, the new consolidated engine, is 
now getting broken in on the north-
east running, and according to rumor, 
is likely to break sane draw gear 
and reputations. 

The Block and Signal Inspector 
has reported against the points being 

EXPECTATIONS NOT 
REALISED. 

This issue has been delayed in ex-
pectation of being able to publish full 
particulars of the Classification 
Board's proposals ;  after being con-
sidered by the Commissioners, but it 
has been found impracticable to hold 

ha`

p any longer, although we would 
been glad to have the details 

made  available for the information of 
members. 

Delay has been experienced in 
getting items brought before the 

.M•E.'s officers by the Association 
dealt with, which has been mainly 

SUe  to Mr. W. A. Ryan, Chief of 
being engaged on duties apart 

from purely administrative work. Mr. 
RYan has now returned to the staff 
office, and it is hoped that matters 
that have been awaiting settlement 
for some time will now be finally 
dealt with at an early date. 

The question of raising certain 
train s  in grade is one that is exciting 
the keen interest of members 
throughout the State, and the matter 
has been investigated by a board of 
departmental officers whose recom-
mendations mean a great deal to men 
who are within reasonable distance 

of promotion. It is generally hoped 
t  the board will point out that the 
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altered at Altona, as the suggested 
alteration would not be safe under 
working conditions. 

Strong representations have been 
made from time to time by your re-
presentatives against the running of 
tender engines on the sub-passenger  
trains, particularly on long runs such 
as Dandenong, Frankston, etc., and 
Mr. Lorimer has instructed the chief 
foreman, North Melbourne, that 
these engines must be kept on the 
shortest runs, thereby reducing the  
positive danger to the enginemen's 
health to the lowest possible mini-
mum. 

A complaint some time ago came 
from Benalla re the eccentric arm of 
Walsahert valve gear on A2 engines 
striking the handle of dump bars 
when the engines were moved on pit 
with handle clown. This has been 
investigated, and the Department say 
there was only one engine affected 
and this has now been remedied. 

The better lighting of the Box Hill 
shed has been sent on to the branch  
which carries out this work for a re-
port. 

The Box Hill Sunday • shifts have 
been altered as they were not satis-
factory from the men's point of view. 

A complaint was made re the un-
satisfactory way of working shifts at 
Reservoir. If a regular man was sick 
a relieving man was sent from Port 
Melbourne, and worked a middle 
shift, making the remaining regular 
men's work heavier and causing them 
to lose their best shift. The head 
office is against this, and promised to 
have it remedied, also the long shifts 
on public holidays. 

Tallangatta men's time is to be put 
on the Wodonga adjustment sheet, 
and the sheet is to be put out near  
the running sheet that the men con-
cerned can see same. 

Geelong branch have complained 
that their wall sheet is not kept up 
to date. Head office having forwarded 
this complaint to Geelong, received a 
reply that the sheet was kept right 
up to date. As your representatives 
were not satisfied further enquiries 
are  to be made. 

Cleaner Kommis, of Colac, claimed 
u ; hours travelling to Irewarra, 
lighting up and cleaning and only 
paid S  hours. After the case was 
gone into, Kommis received payment 
for tol hours, and 1/6 meal allow-
ance.  

The complaint re Post 23 at Cast-
lemaine being obscured by exhaust  
from steam hammers from Thomp-
son's foundry has been looked into  
by Mr. Simpson, who has recom-
mended the moving of this signal. 

The lighting of cranes is still under  
way, and a full list is to be compiled, 
and a departmental board will go  
into the matter.  

Mr. Dillon was interviewed on the 
question of supplying soft soap, and 
has now decided that a quarter of a  
pound will be supplied to each man 
every month, and results will be 
awaited to see if this allowance will 

 be satisfactory  

Dr. House, of Crowes, claimed time 
for putting draw bars in rolling stock, 
but the department refused to allow 
this as they claim that Dr. House 
does not do full running time. 

Traralgon passenger running to be 
paid on mileage basis, but the men's 
claim for back time to be disallowed, 
as the Commissioners have ruled that 
the altered rate would only be paid 
from the time of his decision, viz., 
12th November, 1.917, as it lay with 
the men to claim hours of mileage 
therefore, the onus was on the driver 
as to which he elected to claim. 

"THE FOOTPLATE."  

Interest in the ptiblication of "The  
Footplate" continues, and the circu-
lation is steadily on the up .grade, an d 

 it seems likely to survive the critic-
ism of some of its early critics, who 
prophesied for it an early and un-
timely death, and it is hoped that it  
will one day be incorporated with 
other divisional journals as the  
mouthpiece of a brotherhood of Aus-
tralian enginemen that will rival in 
strength and spirit, if not in num-
bers, the well-established, and- even 
better respected brotherhood of  
enginemen in the United States and 
Canada. A new quarter opens this 
month; see that your mate is a sub-
scriber, and pays his dues to the col-
lector. 

• Complaints have been received 
from several quarters that certain  
subscribers have not received their  
copies. 	Investigation has usually 
shown that, the name is on the 
printer's list, and in cases where the 
name has been sent down in time to 
be put on the list, the members are 
asked to make a complaint of non-
delivery to the postmaster, with a  
view to assisting us to get at-
tention paid to delivery being pro-
perly carried out. 

Good For Firemen.  
At 'present one of the hardships of  

firing is when the coal commences to 
get out of reach, and having to get  
into the bunker to shovel coal down. 
A  man  by the name of Lower, of  
New York, has invented a device  
called the motor-driven coal pusher.  
The preferred form of tender for use  
with this invention is one with an in-
clined rear wall, ending in a coal deck,  
where the motor .is located. Th? 

 motor is merely a piston and cylinder,  
and one of the unique features is that  
the piston remains in a fixed position  
while the cylinder moves back and  
forth to operate the coal-pushers. The  
pushers have a perpendicular front  
surface for moving the coal with  
each forward stroke, but are wedge-
shaped toward the rear, so as to get  
beneath the coal and acntrire a new  
load for the next stroke towards the  

furnace.—"Railroad Man's Maga-
zine."  

Double-headed, heavy sledder, 
Coming up the hill. 

Superheaters, tonnage-eaters, 
Surely got their fill. 

"Six eleven," "Four-O-Seven,"  
Twenty hundred ton.  

Going to make her? Have to shake 
 

her!  
Let her have the gun! (Injector.) 

 

Smoke a boiling, fireboys toiling,  
Shacks a riding high.  

Wheels a grinding, flanges binding,  
Barely oozing by.  

Hogger flail her! Don't you fail her!  
Make her pound her ear!  

Time'll nab us, Hog Law grab us—
Dare not stall her here!  

Now she's drumming, got her corn-
ing,  

Getting near the top.  
Fireman stoke her! Don't you choke  

her!  
Make her safety pop!  

Cinders raining, drawbars straining,  
• 'Fraid we'll pull a lung.  
Lots of trouble, had to double, 

 If they hadn't hung!  

Wheels a clicking, brakes a sticking,  
Forty miles an hour;  

Tallows resting, shacks a jesting,  
Clear board at the tower.  

Markers streaming, whistle scream-
ing!  

Going fit to kill!  
Crummie's coming, con's a humming,  

Coming down the hill!  

X,$'XXX^dftlFahiWanaS7á .t^^0X4M4b3ó'M  

Join the  

LOCO SELF-DENIAL 
 

FUND.  
No Entrance Fee.  

Contributions, 6d. per Week 
 

Benefits, £ 1 per Week  

Death Levy, ls. per Member 
 

Over 800 -Members have joined  
this Fund.  

Get a Rule Hook on joining.  
Rules must be strictly co rn  lied with.  

Do it Now and Help Yourself. 
 

V. CROWLEY, Secretary, 
660 Spencer St., West Melbourne.  
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SPARKS. 
(CONTRIBUTED.) 

If you pay your subscription to 
"The Footplate" yearly you add to 
its success by reducing the bookkeep-
ing and clerical work. 

We have been successful in getting 
half a pound of soft soap issued to 
each driver and fireman, or one pound 
to each crew per month. We should 
get along more smoothly now. 
Though the soap is soft it was hard 
to get. 

Two tender engines, an X and Y, 
have been fitted with back and side 
curtains as a protection when 
running tender first on  suburban 
trains. Let us hope the tests will be 
finished before the cold and rain sets 
in. Enginemen should take care of 
the curtains, and see that they are 
kept in good order.. 

Orders have been issued that ten-
der engines where possible are to be 
booked-on the shortest runs. Subur-
ban men will be pleased at this, and 
should insist that it is carried out. 

Where cleaners have lost firing 
time owing to being kept lighting up 
and washing out, they will in future 
be given their turn and others ap-
pointed to the above work. 

We have been troubled owing to no 
report from Traralgon last month, 
but have learned that the press-cor-
respondent attended a wedding in 
which he took the hero's part. We 
must congratulate Mr. and Mrs. 
Lewis, and trust that years of happi-
ness will be their lot. A report of 
the wedding would not have been out 
of Place. 

Every member should obtain a rule 
book of the Association and study it. 

We are pleased to say that branch 
secretaries report that "The Foot-
plate" has had the effect of causing 
some members who were in arrears 
to pay up.  

Some branches have protested 
against the charge of 3d. for rule 
books. They would be well advised 
to make it an item for the Grand 
Council agenda paper. 

Members, when changing their ad-
dress, should notify the post-office, 
also their branch secretary. 

Mr. F. Badenhope (Ballarat's press 
correspondent) has taken to himself 
a wife. Our best wishes for the 
future we extend to our comrade and 
his Partner. That makes two corres- 

n 
	marrieds 

 be ecsomething in 
month. 

 There must 	 this 
Paper business. 

The practice of carrying overtime 
over from month to month is one we 
cannot tolerate. If men are not 
booked off at the time, the overtime 
should be paid for; however we stand 
for eight hours a day, and will not de-
viate from that position. 

Those railway men who voted for 
Ryan, the rat, at Essendon, got their 
answer when the said Ryan voted with 
the Bowser party who were not prepared 
to honor the Board s recommendations. 

A cabled report in the "Herald" 
states that railway men in America 
are to get increased wages. The back 
pay amounts to £20,000,000. Gee, 
some rise! 

We are pleased to note an increase 
in attendance at meetings. It's the 
only way, men; put your shoulder to 
the wheel. 

Mr. H. P. Butterworth, president 
S.A. division, has been appointed by con-
ference to the position of Federal pre-
dent for 1918. 

Fireman 	Sergeant 	Humphrey 
Thomas has won the Military Medal. 
He is now teaching in an instruc-
tional school. He states, in a recent 
letter, that he  was - in every "hop 
over" in two years, but did not get a 
scratch. We congratulate him on his 
luck and success. 

The president, Mr. Deveney, re-
cently visited Bendigo and addressed 
a large meeting of members. Mr. 
Drakeford (acting general secretary) 
likewise attended Wonthaggi branch. 
It was considered that these visits 
were urgently required in the in-
terests of Association affairs. 

Does anyone know the fireman at 
a seaside out-station who lets his ar-
rears accumulate, and then pays by 
cheque, or, rather, says he does. So 
far, it has been a blank cheque. 

There is a certain pastoral district, 
famous for its condensed 'milk. There 
is an engine crew stationed at that 
place, but the milk of unionism in 
their veins is only skim, and a poor 
sample of that. 

At the present time some of our 
best members are on out-stations. 
BOx Hill and Oakleigh, for example. 
On the other hand, some of the worst 
"pays" belong to the same places. 
Rather queer, is it not? 

Practically all men ön out-stations 
will participate in the much-talked-of 
increase. Don't let it be said that the 
other fellow got it for you. We don't 
object to fighting your battles; in 
fact, we rather enjoy it, but we must 
have the -ammunition. 

Everyone is looking for an increase 
these times, but the only increase 
some people get is in the family. 

There are a few cleaners at North 
Melbourne who were transferred 
from other depots. So far they have 
not introduced themselves to the col-
lector. Must be rather bashful, eh! 

Perhaps they are unaware that 
their collector is there every pay day. 

The following has been received 
from a correspondent in the North-
Eastern district:—"Comrades,-1 wish 
to bring under your notice the action 
of a certain Unionist who has lived 
at Tallangatta, and has been trans-
ferred to Gippsland. He was living 
in a house owned by a certain 
conscription capitalist, and he was 
paying seven shillings per week rent. 
The department asked him to secure 
the house for his successor. This was 
done, but the landlord advised this 
so-called Unionist to say he was pay-
ing nine shillings per week for the 
house. He  met  the new arrival, and 
told him it was a real good house, 
and well worth nine shillings per 
week. Reward for this crawling, 
cowardly, contemptible action not 
known." 

A deputation from the executive, 
Mr. H. P. Butterworth (South Aus-
tralia) president, Mr. G. Crossman 
(New South Wales) secretary, Mr. 
B. Deveney (Victoria) Federal dele-
gate, and Mr. A. S. Drakeford • will 
be received by Mr. S. Barnes, M.L.A., 
the Minister for Railways, on the 
29th of May at i 1 a.m. The deputa-
tion will present resolutions carried 
at the recent Federal Conference 
held in Perth, W.A., dealing with 
items relating to electrification and 
the system of classifying the work 
instead of the men, which has re-
mained as the aftermath of the 1903 
strike, and should now he removed. 
May success attend their efforts. 

The small shop on the west side of 
the Loco. Hall has been let, and is 
now occupied by Mr. White as a boot 
repairing establishment. The hall is 
wearing a prosperous appearance 
these times, all shops being in use. 
Bring along your old boots, and get • 
them made like new at Union prices. 
You'll look well, and feel better with 
a new White  sole. 

We have had the pleasure of a visit 
from three comrades from the 
Queensland division during the past 
month, Messrs. Larsen, McDonald, 
and Shcenan, all of whom enjoyed 
their stay in Victoria. Messrs. Lar 7 

 sen and McDonald, from • Bundaberg 
and Rockhampton respectively, have 
paid a visit to our cabbage garden 
State before, as well as to the Loco. 
Hall, but Comrade Sheenan, from 
\Voolongabba, Brisbane, was paying 
his first visit, and journdyed to Bal-
larat, where Secretary W. Clark took 
him in  hand to sec the sights. All of 
our Queensland brothers expressed 
themselves as pleased with their trip 
and the informal welcome given to 
them, and went away subscribers to 
"The Footplate." 



44  
THE FOOTPLATE.  May 2l, 1918  

Visits from an ex-driver, now charge-
man at Kanangatting, W.A., and  
Comrade Giles, of Perth, V.A., a 

 

member of the West Australian exe-
cutive, were gladly received also. 

 

These visits and exchanges of  
opinion are pleasant and instructive, 

 

and will help to foster the Federal  
spirit and help the creation of the  
great brotherhood that is yet to be. 

 

The leasing of the hall for the pic-
tures is proving an excellent venture 

 

from the standpoint of our lessees, 
 

the Co-operative Film Co., and a 
 

sound investment for the Association. 
 

Where are the critics who saw things  
going "on the rocks"? • 

All of you young fellows who fling  
the light fantastic toe can display 

 

your capacity in that direction any  
Monday, Thursday, or Saturday. 

 

Miss Rene Nangle has charge on the 
 

last two nights mentioned, and Mr.  
W. O'Connor on the first. Come  
along and enjoy the pleasure of a  
dance on your own floor. Bring your 

 

sweetheart, or the wife along; she 
 

still dances.  

The Executive had a strenuous and  
trying time during 1917, and the year 

 

was one of trials, troubles, and ex-
pense, but has been safely weathered.  
With ordinary good fortune 1918  
should prove a record. Some of the  
fruits of a sound progressive and de-
mocratic policy arc about to be  
gathered.  

We have had the pleasure of  
numerous calls from "Ray" Connor 

 

(never mind the mister) both prior 
 

to and since the Federal Conference,  
to which he was the Tasmanian dele-
gate. He and his fellow executive  
members are battling hard to im-
prove the position of our Tasmanian  
brothers, and if hard fighting and  
energeti;. work will help, their ulti-
mate snccess is assured.  

"Tassy" topped the poll with re-
gard to the amount contributed per  
member to help our New South 

 

Wales comrades as a result of the  

industrial storm last year. It reflects  

great credit on the men and their 
 

leaders in the "island" State when it 
 

is considered that they are on the  

lowest rates of pay. Adverse condi-
tions scent to bring out the best  
qualities inf"engine" as well as other 
men. 

A recent visitor from Queensland, 
Mr. F. G. Keenan is a returned sol-
dier, and was enjoying a few weeks' 
leave earned from the Railway De-
partment while he was away fighting 
for his country. If this can be done 
by the Queensland Government for 
its railway employees, why can it not 
be done here? Is it the difference be-
tween the appreciation of voluntary 
effort from a Liberal! and a Labor 
Government?  

It is hard indeed to understand 
 

how it is that one Government can  
afford to make up the difference be-
tween military pay and  grant 'holi-
days and that of the ordinary occu-
pation of a Government employee,  
and another Government cannot 

 

afford to look at it.  

It is pleasing to record greatly in-
creased attendances at the Loco. pic-
tures. First-class pictures and a 
sweet little orchestra of four give as 
good a performance as can be ob-
tained anywhere in Melbourne. 

The number of members that now 
find their way to the Loco. to see the 
pictures and hear the music is pleas-
ing. Under the able management of 
Mr. M. J. Jolly, himself a good 
worker in the cause of Unionism, the 
pictures are on the path of progress  
and prosperity.  

Come along and win a War Bond; 
there is a chance for you every Satur-
day and Monday. One of our South 
Melbourne firemen figured in the list 
of winners lately. Bring the family 
and give them a chance, too. 

There must be some back pay com-
ing to you directly when the Com-
missioners and the Government has 
finished considering the C.B.'s re-
commendations. If you are behind 

 with your payments see that you 
don't let the Union that fought for 
you go without the means of keeping 
up the fight. 

Mr. C. Collins (treasurer), who 
was Victorian representative at the 
function held in Brisbane in connec-
tion with recent Biennial Conference 
of the Queensland division, came 
back much impressed with • the con-
ditions and rates of pay under which 
our Queensland brethren work as a 
result of award given by the Arbitra-
tion Court. 

Queensland as usual excelled itself 
in the generous hospitality extended 
to the visitors, and Mr. and Mrs. 
Collins greatly appreciated the kind-
ness shown to them during their stay. 
Queensland is a democratic State, 
and there is a fine feeling of com-
radeship shown to all visitors, which 
should help towards a greater and 
better Federal spirit. 

Ray Connor brings with hint a 
proper appreciation of the Federal 
spirit, which some think the Victo-
rians do not possess. Victoria, how-
ever, is looking for a big `live" 
brotherhood, and by far the largest  
aggregate sum for New South Wales 
was obtained here. The response 
was good, and we are proud of it. 
The Federal spirit is here all right. 

The president, Mr. B. Devency, is  
back in Melbourne after a visit to 

 

Perth, Adelaide, and Sydney. The 
Transcontinental trip was taken to 
attend the Federal Conference, and 
Mr. S. Devaney accompanied him. Al  i the visitors speak highly of the hos-
pitality bestowed upon them by our 
W.A. brothers. It was a strenuous 

 

and instructive trip. Our wish is that 
 

the president will return to active 
 

work refreshed with renewed vigor 
 and gull of ammunition for the battles  

to come.  

^tfriFflísEESdEftfslE 	 ^ 

RIDICULOUS ROMANCING. 
 

The latest excursion into 	the  
realms of romance of Dame Rumour 

 

is ridiculous if not humorous. Sonic 
 

of the overtime kings, emperors, and 
 

lesser lights with Royal blood in 
 

their veins are assiduously circulat-
ing the yarn that the Association is 

 

responsible for the issue of circular 
 

94-18 dealing with the holding over  
of overtime worked for a period of 

 

two months before being paid for. 
 

There is no need to give a denial 
 

to the members who attend the 
 

branch meetings, for they know dif-
ferently, but it is mostly the man who 

 

does not come to the meetings, or 
 

who "used to go once," and who 
 

knows little else than the amount of 
 

overtime worked by himself and the 
 

other fellow who is responsible for 
 

the sort of thing. The Association 
 

stands against overtime being worked or  
allowed to accumulate, and has already 

 

waited upon the Chief of Staff and also up-
on Mr. Shannon, C.M.E. to protest against 

 

the holding over of time worked from 
 

one month to another, and our repre-
sentations are now being considered. 

 

We want the time booked off as soon  
after it is worked as possible, and 

 

more men are required in order to 
 

provide relief when applied for to 
 

prevent long hours.  
It would be interesting to get at 

 

the real source of some of these 
 

rumours. In the jaundiced minds of 
 

some anything that is not much good 
 

that comes along is the result of the 
 

work of the Association, and any-
thing that is really good has hap-
pened as a sort of dispensation of  
Providence or water-tap agitation, or 

 

perhaps, better still, for those who 
 

are out of joint with the times as 'a 
 

result of the policy of "We are doing 
 

well enough as we are."  
The Association will keep battling  

for things that are good, and so long 
 

as it gets the moral and practical sup-
pert of the members, it will achieve 

 

them or make progress in that direc-
tion. Don't be a spoon-fed Unionist 

 

or an "under the crane" critic. Conie  
tip to the next meeting, hear the 

 

truth, speak it, and go away and re-
peat it for the benefit of yourself and 

 

your mates.  
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BRANCH NOTES. 

STAWELL.—Our meeting which 
should have been held last Sunday, 
May 12th, is postponed till Sunday, 
19th, owing to a recruiting band 
being in town for the week-
end, so it will be too late to 
forward you a report then. The 
wheat has been moving very freely 
during the last month, but there is 
still a considerable quantity to be 
shifted , yet—it will take at least 
another month working at high pres-
sure. We have not got our much-
asked-for bridges on the Bunyip 
bank yet; they have placed speed 
boards there instead, but speed 
boards will not prevent a dirty 
boiler from priming, and up till 
Thursday night two trains have 
stalled for the week, so our argument 
for safety bridges still holds good. 
A new form of sponge cloths have 
made their appearance here; the 
storeman calls them. canvas, but the 
lioYs call them by their proper name, 
bag," and poor one at that, but pre-

ferable to the lavender and musk 
waste that the cleaners are using at 
Present. Cases dealing with the pay-
ment of meal allowances will be 
brought up at meeting on Sunday. 
There are several good cases here 
where we pass through our home 
station on goods trains late at night, 
and as timekeeper is disputing pay-
ments they will be sent on to execu-t ive.—Yours fraternally, J. Geaney. 

BENDIGO (12/5/'18). — I must 
apologise for not having a report for 
the last issue of "The Footplate." I 
dePended on the press correspondent, 
but he evidently overlooked it. I 
would like to say that the journal is 
being more sought after in this depot, 
and is likely, I think, to become very 
popular. At our last meeting, which 
was well attended, a lot of general 
business was got through. Mr. Hay, 
the chairman, in a neat speech pre-
sented a Past Chairman's Certificate 
to Mr. C. Giovanetti. He paid a tri-
bute to the work he had done, and 
honed he would long continue the 
good work. Mr. Giovanetti was well 
'received and very suitably responded. 
He thanked the members for the as-
sistance they had given him, and 

woul 	have 	 interest 

 
stated that although out of office, he 

LTn' n at heart Object on w s taken 
by the members to the order that 
Pumas rilust be packed in the 40 
minutes before or after a trip; also 
taking up brakes (push rods). This 
will come very hard on the men, and 
will allow a lot of "nest eggs" to be 

It is a big set-back to us, as we 
are asking for more time to prepare 
and Put away engines. This matter 
has been sent on to the executive to 

'deal with. Certain members present 
were Pulled over the coals for turning 

up under eight hours' rest. Five mem-
bers were elected. One member 
nominated. At our meeting to-day 
(12th May) 33 members were present 
in honour of the visit of the Presi-
dent, Mr. Deveney. The chairman, 
Mr. Hay, welcomed Mr. Deveney to 
the branch. Ten new members were 
nominated. There is only one cleaner 
now, and  he  is undecided about stay-
ing on the job. The resignation of 
the Secretary was accepted as from 
the 30th June; reason being probable 
departure from Bendigo before the 
end of the year. Six nominations 
were received for the position of sec-
retary. Mr. Deveney then addressed 
the members, and he was listened to 
with great interest by all members 
present. Mr. Deveney touched upon 
all items of interest to the members; 
also advised them in regard to cer-
tain actions to be taken. After a 
lengthy address by the President 
several questions were answered to 
the satisfaction of the members. A 
vote of thanks to the President was 
carried with acclamation. A visit of 
an official does good in this branch, 
and I would recommend the execu-
tive to send along a representative 
oftener, as we are apt to forget how 
to receive them. Moved that a letter 
of condolence be sent to the family of 
the late leader of the State Opposi-
tion (G. Elmslie). This was carried 
by members standing in silence. The 
Question Box is being discussed in 
the loco. class, and you may expect 
some knotty questions from Bendigo 
in the near future. I am in hopes of 
forwarding you a further lot of sub-
scribers for the new quarter.—Les 
Hosking. 

GEELONG.—The monthly meet-
ing was held on Sunday last, 13/5/18. 
There was a fair attendance of  mem-
bers. Mr. J. Doherty was in chair. 
A good deal of business was dealt 
with during the four hours that the 
meeting lasted. A lot of good time 
was wasted through members relating 
past experiences, etc. Members 
would greatly assist the duties of th e . 

chairman and make the meeting a 
great deal more interesting if they 
would confine their attention to the 
business on hand. If they want to 
ventilate their deeds of past experi-
ences on the road to their fellow-
enginemen I would suggest that they 
hold a special meeting once a month 
and call it a "pleasant Sunday after-
noon." In a very appropriate speech 
the president presented to last year's 
president, Mr. W. Thompson, a past 
president's certificate. Mr. Thompson 
suitably responded. I wish both the 
Uuion and ' : The Footp'ate" success.—
J. Hogan. 

WONTHAGGI.—A meeting was 
held in drivers' room on Sunday, May 
5th. President, Mr. T. Rice, in the 
chair. Mr. A. Drakeford (actin g. 

general secretary) was present. The 

attendance could have been better. This 
speaks badly for permanent hands, let 
alone super hands, who forget quickly that 
it was owing to the Union's efforts 
that they got half-pay when stop-
pages , at the "mine" occurred. Mr. 
Drakeford addressed the meeting, 
and pointed out their duty to turn up 
to meetings, and that if it was the 
members who were in office that were 
objected to then it was their duty to 
go to meetings and ask those officers 
to resign and replace them with men 
who would be more suitable from 
their point of view. He gave an ac-
count of the work done by the Executive 
since last Grand Council, which was 
listened to with interest and atten-
tion by all present. The President, 
Mr. Rice, moved a hearty vote of 
thanks to Mr. Drakeford, which was 
supported by  Mr. Dickinson; the 
meeting terminating at 1.35 p.m. On 
Saturday evening, May 4th, the Fede-
rated E.D. and F. Association held 
their annual smoke social. A cordial 
invitation was sent to loco. branch, 
and was also extended to Mr. Drake-
ford. Several speeches were made, 
some of  which made reference to the 
railwaymen and their work. Mr. 
Drakeford replied to the toast of 
" Kindred Societies," which was ad-
mirably given, and appreciated by all 
who were present.—H. J. Ashford. 

MARYBOROUGH (12/5/18)—Thé 
monthly meeting was heltl in general 
waiting room on Sunday, May 11th. 
The attendance was the largest on 
record, but still a lot were absent 
owing to the inclement state of the 
weather. There was considerable dis-
cussion on the matters brought for-
ward, and the meeting lasted till dark-
ness set in, and we had to utilise the 
gas. If members would always turn 
up and put life into it, it would be a 
pleasure to attend, and more business 
would be transacted to the benefit of 
all. Since I wrote last I regret to 
state that the death of Driver R. D. 
McCallum came as a shock to us all, 
as it was only a short time since he 
was amongst us in the best of health 
to _ all appearances. Although the 
notice was short, a fairly large repre-
sentative body of all grades attended 
his funeral. Mr. M. McCallum, a 
brother of deceased, wished me to 
convey to the members of the Asso-
ciation his sincere thanks for ex-
pressions of sympathy extended to 
the family in their sad bereavement. 
Great interest was taken in the read-
ing of the news letter. It was moved 
and carried unanimously that a vote 
of confidence be forwarded to our 
executive. The unfinancial state of 
some members and nons. was dis-
cussed. I regret to state that this 
branch suffers greatly in this respect, 
but I have hopes of redeeming a lot 
by the end of the half-year. " The 
Footplate " is steadily growing in 
circulation, and I am trying to push 
it on to the outside depots, where 
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members cannot attend meetings, and 
who very seldom see a news letter. 
I consider it the best way of inform-
ing members of the manner in which 
their interests are looked after by our 
executive officers. During the meet-
ing a deputation from the A.L.P. was 
introduced, and given a few minutes 
to explain their mission in urging the 
members to stick together and assist 
to keep the Labor flag flying, which 
assistance, I may say, was granted.—
J. Charles, 

TRARALGON. A meeting was 
held in the drivers' room on Sunday; 
Mr. Lewis in the chair. We had a 
very fair attendance, and I can tell 
you that it is very gratifying to the 
branch officers to see the members 
rolling up and doing their little bit 
to forward the good cause. We 
thought that a splendid suggestion 
of the general secretary re making 
out a list of all unfinancial members 
and putting the "hard word" on 
them when they receive their back 
pay, and I think the least they can 
do is to make themselves financial on 
the books when they receive their in-
crease. It would be a nice tidy sum 
if every member was to make himself 
financial. We will want all the money 
we can get, as I think we have a very 
strenuous time ahead, and it behoves 
us all to do our little bit and stand 
firm and not adopt the scabs' motto: 
Tell the boys to pull together, 
That's their emblem in fine weather; 
But when the storms begin to brew 
They all paddle their own canoe. 
We have had a lot of discussion up 
this way lately about the very in-
ferior coal that we are getting, and 
I think it would be very wise on the 
driver's part to report every time they 
get this rubbish, and then the society 
would have some grounds to work on 
when they go in about it. Wishing 
"The Footplate" every success.—A. 
C. Lewis. 

PORT MELBOURNE (14/5/18). 
During the past month quite a gloom 
was cast over Port, and, in fact, the 
whole central branch, by the sudden 
death of Driver R. D. McCallum 
while over the pit at Sandringham, 
waiting to fall on to a train and re-
sume his running. Just prior to his 
tragic end he had been examining the 
engine, and climbing on the footplate 
again, he pulled out his watch, and 
remarked to his mate (Fireman 
Miller) "We have a couple of minutes 
to spare yet," seated himself on the 
driver's seat and almost immediately 
slid off without a word on to the floor 
of the cab. Seeing that something 
was seriously amiss the fireman sum-
moned assistance, and our late com-
rade was carried into the S.M. office. 
He never spoke; and by the time 
medical assistance arrived he had 
passed away, the cause of death being 
diseased tubes of the heart. His death 
came as a shock to all, being so en-
tirely unexpected. He was a staunch 

Unionist. and a white man to work 
with, and a wide circle of friends and 
fellow enginemen mourn ' his un-
timely end at the age of 53 years. We 
are still having the luxury of having 
soft soap issued to us — would be 
better pleased if a little more liberal 
allowance was given out. Ordinary 
soap is still provided if the fireman 
and driver bring their own. We have 
to still rumage around for waste 
paper for cleaning and wiping up pur-
poses. The sponge cloth doesn't go 
far in cleaning up before it requires 
washing. 	Fireman Milledge had a 
narrow escape, the other day. 	He 
went to pull out the slides on  the ash 
pan at Flinders-street; had pulled out 
one and was walking around to pull 
out the other when an approaching 
engine struck him. Fortunately he es-
caped with a severe shaking, which 
caused him to remain off duty for a 
few days. A somewhat remarkable 
accident occurred to Driver Jack 
Nugent recently ' while running a 
down Reservoir. He was bitten on the 
arm by an insect, with the result he 
had a very bad arm, necessitating his 
absence from duty for several days. 
However, he is again at work. What 
with dirty coal and other contingen-
cies too numerous to mention, life on 
the footplate is rather strenuous these 
times.—C. H. Morrison. 

ARARAT (13/5/'18). 	Ordinary 
monthly meeting held in the drivers' 
room on Sunday, 12th May, Com-
rade Jones presided over a good at-
tendance of members. Many items  of 
local importance were dealt with. It 
was decided that the chairman and 
secretary were to wait on depot fore-
man with a view to having local 
grievances rectified. There is already 
evidence of the system of extending 
overtime on for two months being 
abused, as men on roster jobs are 
booked on when they should be off 
duty. It is felt here that timekeepers 
have too much latitude already with-
out adding to it; and instead of going 
back to the old practice it is a pity 
we . cannot get overtime squared up 
every fortnight, and penalty rates for 
it. This would prevent the depart-
ment from being so keen on men 
working long hours. Owing to in-
creased traffic last month we had a 
few drivers and firemen on loan. 
These have since returned, and things 
are down again to a normal state.—
T. Kinnane, 

CENTRAL. The ordinary branch 
meeting was held on 12/5/18. There 
were several important items, conse-
quently the attendance was just on 
100. The recent dismissals have 
created quite a stilt- among the men. 
Comment at this stage isunnecessary. 
COrrespondence from Box Hill and 
Williamstown was sent on to the exe-
cutive. It related to the time allowed 
(or rather, not allowed) for engine 
requirement. Some members thought 
that the trains must be running under  

the new system. 	Other correspon- 
dence - relating to rest jobs, and a time 
allowance, for preparing, and for 
putting engines away in new roads, 
was also sent on to executive. Com-
plaints were made about the non-
delivery of "The Footplate." Mem-
bers are requested to report all such 
cases to their postmaster before the 
matter is taken further. Correspon-
dence was read from the Victorian 
Labor College, and it was decided to 
have a special meeting .on 26th inst. 
to hear speakers from there. Messrs. 
J. Prickett, H. O. Symons, E. J. 
Owens, H. Harrison, R. J. Cotter, F. 
Farrow, G. Matchem, A. R. Knight, 
J. A. Thyne, E. Rose, and A. B. Dug-
gan, were elected members, and nine 
candidates were nominated. The 
overtime question was also dealt 
with, and a strenuous protest is to 
be ruade against any amendment of 
Regulation 56. Several other items of 
lesser importance were also dealt 
with.—H. J. Higgs. 

BENALLA (14/5/'18) 	The 
monthly meeting of the above was 
held in the drivers' room on Sunday, 
12th May, the attendance being small. 
Owing to the absence of the Presi-
dent (Mr. Rachinger), who is away 
relieving at present, Mr. A. Baker oc-
cupied the chair. The news letter was 
read. Items of local character were 
dealt with. One needing action by 
the executive was sent on, re un-
qualified men taking engines from one 
shed to the other past fixed signals, 
which practice if let .let stand, will 
only mean that it will be generally 
adopted. This branch is pleased to 
see that a conference is going to take 
place re the extending of trains 
further than booked as is done at pre-
sent. Trusting to see all branches 
subscribing to our successful journal 
"The Footplate" to keep it going. It 
will be a source of information to 
many.—E. Mitchell. 

KORUMBURRA (13/5/'18). The 
attendance at the May meeting was a 
very gratifying and encouraging im-
provement on all previous assemblies, 
and constitutes a record for over two 
years. The wisdom of altering the 
hour of meeting to 10 a.m. is appar-
ent. If members continue to support 
their branch officers in the same man-
ner in future. I have no doubt the 
Koruurburra branch will make its in-
fluence felt. Member H. Elmer was 
welcomed back in our midst in a few 
well-chosen remarks by the chair-
man. Mr. Elmer returned from active 
service badly wounded, and we all 
heartily endorse the chairmatr's re-
marks. and wish him every success 
and prosperity in his married life, 
upon which he has just embarked. I 
have with regret to record the death, 
after a short illness, of a very es-
teemed member in Mr. E. Fowles. A 
letter of condolence was forwarded 
to his widow, conveying the sym-
pathy of his workmates, and off ering 



her the branch's assistance in any 
business with the department. A  
Wreath was also secured by the kind 
offices of Mr. A. S. Drakeford, and 
Placed on the grave. At the close of 
the meeting a motion was carried ex-
Pressing the branch's regret at the 
death of Mr. Elmslie, late leader of 
the State Labor Party, and a member 
who fought so streuously in the in-
terests of railwaymen in the recent 
Political crisis in the State Legisla-
ture. All present stood with bowed 
heads in respect to his memory.—Leo. 
Datson. 

DIMBOOLA, I2/5/18.—A meeting  
of the  branch was held to-day in 
drivers' room. It was gratifying to 
record a greatly improved attendance  

of members compared with the past, 
but as soon as the meeting was 
opened a motion was moved—" That 
no buisness as moved be dealt with 
excepting the reading of correspon-
dence." This was to serve the pur-
pose of emphasising our resentment  
to the charge being made for the long-overdue "Revised Rule-book," 
of which members of the branch have 
refrained from purchasing, as • no op-
Portunity has ever been given us  to  
debate the question of the charge  
being made.—W. McTaggart. 

BALLARAT.—A meeting of the 
Ballarat branch was held on Sunday, 
12./5/18, attendance 

 Members continue to 
take a keen interest in the Associa-
tion generally. Items brought before 
the branch to be dealt with:—Branch 
chairman gave a resume of the busi-
ness dealt with during the month, 
anc^ made a further appeal to mem-
ber's to continue supporting "The 
Footplate." A few extra new subscri-
bers enrolled. Four new members nominated to the Association by 
Comrade J. Wilson. We extend a 
hearty welcome to our new Union c
omrades. Eight Hours Day cele-

brated in Ballarat, which was voted 
one of the best held in Ballarat for 
some time, members taking part in 

have 
procession.  Ballarat branch should 

a better attendance::of _members  

in the future.—F. Badenhope.' 

SBYMOUR.—The usual monthly 
meeting was held here on Sunday 
(19th) afternoon at 2.3o. A good a
ttendance of members present, even 

though it was a very wet day. Mr.  
W Regan occupied the chair again, 
after a successful operation to the  throat. 

 

The Grar.d Council items were dis-
cussed to some length. The business 
letter was gone into, causing a good 
deal of discussion. Members are look-

in forward to getting some back pay 
, tide them over these strenuous  

and costly times. Those members 
who are continually dodging the b ranch 

 secretaries, Mr. Editor, on 

handsa forr  the baccku  pay u a dincr increase 

of wage. I wonder if they have any 
conscience? We have only two of 
them up this way, Mr. Editor; it is 
hard "scrunch," and I hope they do 
not forget to enable the secretary on 
the long-looked-for day, to finish up 
by having a "tidy" little day, and I 
promise them that I will not lose the 
luggage, even if the cork does man-
age to leave its appointed place. I 
have great hopes of these members 
making good before the end of June, 
and would like to remind them that 
the; secretary has always plenty of  
change, especially on pay day. I am  
pleased to say, Sir, that we are slowly 
but surely increasing our number of 
subscribers. The members that have 
not up to now "put in" for "The Foot-
plate" arc quite satisfied from the 
information they obtain from the one 
that they "borrow" from the man 
who puts in, Mr. Editor, that it is 
a live concern. Wishing you every 
success, and thanking our general  
officers, especially general secretary, . 

for his and their efforts on our behalf  
during the long sitting of the Classi-• 
fication Board, and I am perfectly 
sure if it had not been for their 
efforts we would have been a very 
sore lot of men to-day, and they have 
mounted the first stepping stone to 
the Arbitration.—J. S. Pearce. 

WORKERS' EDUCATIONAL 
CLASSES. 

We are in receipt of a letter from  

Mr. W. P. Earsman, secretary of the 
Victorian Labor College, Unity Hall, 
636 Bourke-street, Melbourne, re-
questing us to bring under the notice 
of our members the educational faci-
lities provided by it, which we take 
pleasure in doing. 

Classes are formed for pupils in— 

Literature Class, Monday, 8 to 9, 
7/6 per quarter. 

Economics Class, Tuesday, 8 to 9, 
7/6 per quarter. 

Industrial History Class, Thursday, 
8 to 9, 7/6 per quarter.  

English Grammar Class, Friday, 8 
to 9, 7/6 per quarter. 

Any Trades Unionist can join the 
classes whether his Union is affiliated 
or not. .. 

 

It is also proposed to establish a 
class for young boys and girls who 
have left the State school, and who 
are under the age of 18 years. In 
this class an attempt will be made to 
imbue them with the real spirit of 
the Labor movement. A fee of 2/6 
per quarter will be charged. Here is --  
a chance to help the movement and 
help yourselves or your children to a 
higher knowledge of the principles 
upon which the Labor movement is  
founded. Any further information will 
be gladly supplied by the secretary, 
Mr. W. P. Earsman, at the address 
given above.  

A WORD ABOUT ELECTRI- 
FICATION.  

After years of newspaper talk, and 
 incidently the work of preparing the 

rolling stock and  the  permanent way, 
we are, in the ordinary course of 
events within measurable distance of  
the commencement of electrical trac-
tion on Melbourne's suburban rail-
ways. It is not my intention to re-
count the causes which led to the pro-
posal to convert from steam traction 
to that of electrical, suffice to say that 
for "better or for worse" electric trac-
tion will be shortly with us. My en-
deavour in writing this article is to 
inform enginemen how it will affect 
them, on the information available at 

 the present moment, as regards wages 
and conditions to rule on the electric 
trains. On the 17th of December last 
a deputation, consisting of the follow-
ing officers of the Association, 
Messrs. Deveney, Gault, Drakeford, 
Lewis, Higgs and Franklin waited 
upon the Commissioners in connec-
tion with electrification, to place be-
fore them our views and claims. (A 
full report of this deputation has al-
ready been sent out to the various  
branches with the January "News 
Letter.") "Summarised briefly" the 
replies given to the deputation's re-
quests are as follows:—"The Depart-
ment proposes to have one man only 
driving, dispensing with the fireman, 
and the maximum rate of pay to be 
12/6 per day." The reason given for  
the proposed reduction from the rate  
at present paid for the steam services  
is that safty devices are provided, viz., 
the Sprague Master Control (nick-
named the dead man's handle) and 
"trip cocks." A trip is set with the 
signal, and if the signal is passed at 
danger the trip will engage with the 
trip air valve on the train, apply the 

 brake and pull up the train; when the 
signal is at all right the trip is so set 
that it will not engage with the trip 
air valves on the train, and on a full 
train there are no fewer than three of  

these valves. These safety appliances 
cannot be used on the steam services, 
consequently, they hold the view that  
far less skill is required to drive the 
electric than the steam service. 
Further, the Department anticipates 
no difficulty in obtaining sufficient 
motormen from amongst the drivers, 
even at the decreased rate of pay.  

Failing sufficient drivers coming for-
ward, senior firemen will be called 
upon. Another reason it is thought 
will induce men to come forward is 
the cleanliness of the work as com-
pared to that of the locomotive. But 

 will that, even with the provision of 
two uniforms a year; be sufficient in-
ducement for a 54/- a day driver to 
accept 1/6 a day reduction, or a 13/-
a day driver to accept 6d. a day less'  
The circular issued by the Depart-
ment informs all concerned that any- 
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one applying and obtaining a position,  
and being in receipt of more than ti/6 
a day, will be paid at the rate they 
are in receipt of, and in the case of 
anyone in receipt of less than 1i/6  
they will start at that rate and rise by 
annual increments of 6d. until they 
obtain the maximum of 12/6. The 
circular goes on to say after a short  
period of operation the Classification 
Board will meet and decide the rates 
of pay. If lower rates of pay are fixed 
than any motorman is in receipt of 
he will be given the option of accept-
ing the lesser rate of pay and remain 
in the position he has, or if he so 

 wishes, he can return, to the footplate. 
Of course, we may put a sufficiently 

good case before the Classification 
Board that it may recommend a 
higher rate than 12/6. However, it 
is useless to surmise what we may 
get; we have to face matters as they 
are, and the evidence at the present  
moment points to only 12/6 a day.  

Consider for a moment what a re-
duction for a 14/- driver of 1/6 
means; it amounts to £23/8/- in a 
year, and in the case of a 13/- driver 
to £7/i6/o. This is exclusive of Sun-
day time or any overtime which may 
be worked in the course of the year  

As an offset to the above we have the 
provision of two free uniforms a year. 
Another side of the question which 
should receive attention is the adverse 
way a reduction affects those entitled 
to compensation and the insurance 
hands; to say the least, it is very un-
fair, especially so in the case of a man 
promoted to i4/- class in the past few 
years. He has very big premiums to 
pay every other month on his in-
surance, and after paying his way he  
has nothing to spare, and for these 
men having to accept a lower rate it 
would mean they would have to sur-
render portion of their policies; they 
simply would have nothing else left 
to do. 

The deputation fully stressed all 
these points, but received no satisfac-
tion; being informed that the Classi-
fication Board would finally decide the 
rates of pay.  

A word before concluding on the  
"dead man's handle" (which dispenses 
with a second man). On the master 
control handle (the master control 
starts and stops the motors), is a but-
ton, really an emergency valve, which 
must be kept pressed down all the 
time the train is in motion; a pres-
sure of  about  four pounds is required  
to keep it on its scat. This is held  
down by the right hand; should the  
driver for even a fraction of a second  
take his hand off the button it jumps 
upwards, opens an emergency valve  
leading to the train pipe, and the 
brake is applied with full force. At 
the sanie time should the master con-
trol be admitting electrical current to  
the motors it immediately flies back  

to the off position when the button is 
released. • When the train is standing 
this button can be locked, but it is 
necessary to unlock it before it is pos-
sible to start the train. The air brake 
is operated by the left hand, and is 
different in only one particular from 
the brake provided on the steam ser-
vice, that is that the running and re-
lease positions are one, the excess 
pressure being obtained by a train 
line governor independent of the 
brake valve. The air is obtained by 
an electric motor pump. There is no 
magnetic brakes provided, Westing-
house and hand brakes being provided 
only. Any weight or other means  
used to hold down the button on the 
master control renders the driver 
liable to instant dismissal on dis-
covery.  

C. H. MORRISON. 
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STOP, LOOK, LISTEN  
(CONTRIBUTED.)  

WHAT IS UNIONISM?  

A trade union is a bank. If you  
expect to get anything out of it, you  
must put something into it.  

No union can honor the drafts of  
a member on its support, its confi-
dence and its moral backing unless  
that member gives to the union his  
support, his confidence and his moral  
backing.  

The union run on any other prin-
ciple goes bankrupt.  

The blindness of many men to  
these elementary principles accounts  
for the weakness of many branches,  

and for the indifference of many who  

are, or have been, nominally union  
Wren.  

These mien want to reverse all the  
laws of nature and of business—to  
keep getting for ever and to give  
never.  

They want the union to stand by  
them in their demands and to defend  
them in difficulties, and when the  
union fails to do this, they never stop  

to ask whether they are entitled  
from what they have put into the  
union to the help they ask at its  
hands.  

If you wish th e  maximum return  
on your investment in organised 

 

labor, choose that investment wisely  
in all its parts. Give it your financial  
help—not grudgingly when your card  
is due, but gladly and generously  
when it mist make a special appeal.  

Give it your moral support always  
—not merely on the floor of the meet-
ing room, but in the shop, theatre,  
and among non-union  men.  

The poorest advertising organised 
 

labor gets is from its disaffected mem-
bers.  

Give your union your presence and 
 

your counsel in the transaction of all 
 

its business.  
There are few "plums" in the union 

 

movement, as any officer will tell you,  
but it is hard to make the rank and 

 

file believe this.  
Give the union the sane loyal faith  

you give your wife or your church,  
remembering that to some men you 

 

are a mirror of organised labor, and 
 

that labor will be adjudged by you.  
The man who has not faith in a  

brotherhood to which he belongs is 
 

potentially a traitor to it.—'Co-
operator."  

The Victorian Rail-way Institute is  
endeavouring to form classes for the 

 

instruction of enginemen in all large 
 

centres. The men will have the right 
 

to nominate from their ranks an in-
structor who will be examined as to 

 

fitness and capability by the depart-. 
 

ment, and will be paid by the insti-
tute. Each person must become a 

 

member of the institute at 4/- per 
 

year in advance, with class registra-
tion fee of 2/-, total 6/. The assis-
tance of Union members is desired. 

 

Here is a chance to help yourselves 
 

to greater efficiency, which means 
 

stronger and better unionism.  

Patriotism is the wish that your 
 

country should excel, not in power to 
 

destroy, but in power to create; in 
 

life-spreading, not death-bringing  
power.—Hugh de Selincourt.  

One class sweats while the other  
steals; one lives in idleness and luxury  
while the other "exists" in privation  

and penury; one plunders while the 
 

other produces; one draws rent, in-
terest, and profit, while the other  
draws rags, insults and povetty.  

One ship drives east and another  
west,  

While the self-same breezes blow;  
It's the set of the sails and not the  

gales  
That takes them where they go.  

Complaints are to hand re exces-
sive hours on the Hamilton-Wa rr

-nambool running. The men are re-
quired to work a broken shift exten-
ding over all to 17 hours. Get rich 

 

quick, then die; no good to us.  

When men work to hours or over 
 

On suburban goods or yard pilots, 
 

the time should be put in and if not 
 

returned should be sent on to the 
 

C.M.E. We were promised that these  

jobs would be reduced in duration.  
This has not been done. Get busy.  
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