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TELL THE BOYS TO- PULL TOGETHER 

Z.V4a,k.)tukc., 

Our Programs may be 
equalled but 

Cannot be Beaten. 

UNITED WE STAND 
DIVIDED WE FALL. 

UNIONISTS, you know what the above 
means. Whether you are in the Railway 
Sdrvice or any other calling, UNIONISM 
and all it stands for deserves your 
UNITED SUPPORT. If you do not give 
it, then you are helping the other side and 
all it stands for, i.e., Cheap Labour and 
Sweated Conditions. The Theatrical 
Employees' Association have fought hard 
in the Arbitration Court for what it has 
got, help them to keep it. 

Nevet in the history of Australia has 
the necessity for Unity been greater. 
So pass the word to the boys and your 
families to 

Support The Loco. 

PROGRAMME CHANGED TWICE WEEKLY. 

Victoria Street, NORTH MELBOURNE. 

Artieson 
The Official Organ of The Victorian Locomotive Enginedrivers'i Firemen's and Cleaners' Association. 
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Nuotp lair. 
"They are slaves who will not dare 
All wrongs to right, 
All rights to share." 

MANAGERIAL NOTES. 
" The Footplate " is published 

monthly. 

All branch secretaries and executive 
officers are empowered to act as 
agents hit- this journal. Hand your 
contributions, name and address to 
them. We do the rest. 

All communications to be addressed 
to the Editor, C. J. Franklin, Loco. 
Hall, Victoria-st., North Melbourne. 
Telephone: Central, to,235. 

Correspondents niust attach their 
names and addresses, not necessarily 
for publication. No matter of a per-
sonal character will be published. 

Literary.—Contributions to be in 
not later than the 18th of each month. 
Branch reports should be in hands of 
Editor as soon as possible after the 
monthly meeting. Write on one side 
of paper only. 

Subscribers should see that "The 
Footplate" is sent to thcir private 
address, and not to loco. sheds. Sub-
scribers will be held res7onsible for 
any failure of delivery due to change 
of address. They should notify Postal 
authorities of any altered pddress, and 
forward same also to their Branch 
Secretary. 

IVIVIV.M.VVIMOVWSVttf!".-.VIAVAPVISVIVIVANi 

EDITORIAL. 
IF THE RAILWAYS PAY. 
The usual method of determining 

rates of pay is to take into considera-
tion the cost of living and the 
nature of the work performed. Mr. 
Wynne adopts other methods, and 
suggests that a bonus may be 
granted to railwaymen if the rail-
ways were made to pay. Does the 
Minister for Railways suggest that 
the men are responsible, or partly 
so, for the non-paying of the rail-
ways, and their rate is iust retribu-
tion for their lack of ability to make 
the railways the financial success 
they should be? Does he infer, in 
other words, that the loss on the 
railways is due to the indifference 
shown by the men, and it being in 
their power to turn that loss into a  

profit they will be rewarded with a 
bonus for so doing? Or are we to 
conclude that out totally inadequate 
wage is due to mismanagetnent of 
the department for which the Minis-
ter himself is responsible? If so, our 
earnings are to be governed by the 
success or failure of others, over 
whom we, as railway servants, have 
not the slightest control. We arc in 
no way responsible for the Govern-
ment's policy re freights and fares, 
the building of new lines, or the 
maintenance of old ones through un-
productive country, or the financial 
arrangements in connection with 
railway revenue, all of which 'are, in 
our opinion, causes of loss, and evi-
dently reasons why we are insuffi-
ciently paid. The Royal Commis-
sion during its recent enquiries into 
the service found that the railways 
were not overmanned. That being 
so we arrive at the conclusion that 
the men employed are doing the 
work required of them. It becomes 
evident -that no loss is incurred on 
the score of "slowing down:" they 
are doing their bit, and should be 
Paid nothing less than a just wage, 
unaffected by any financial embarras-
ment that might exist. It the 
management is successful we may re-
ceive a bonus, if not, then we are to 
stiffer for its sins; surely a most un-
stable method for deciding the re-
muneration due to a worker in the 
service. 	The offer is an admission 
that our wage is inadequate. 	In 
many cases our men are not getting 
a living- wage, and in others the 
rate is not conimensuratc to the re-
sponsible, nature of the work per-
formed. The proposed bonus, there-
fore, could not be said to be a recom-
pense for special attention to duty, 
but to make up the deficiency be-
tween what we now get and what we 
justly should receive, and this only 
if the railways paid! It is up to the 
Government to quit this sort of talk, 
and at least agree to honor the 
Classification Board's decisions in re-
gard to rates of pay. We cannot 
and will not depend upon the success 
or otherwise of the department as 
a medium for determining our stan-
dard of living. 

EDITOR. 

Practical Socialism has demon-
strated that the whole people have 
nothing to fear froin a good Labor 
Government, and that given a fair 
chance to put it into practice the 
people will have nothing else. 

Cablegram daily press, to/3/18:— 
"Messrs. Lever Bros. have introduced 
a six hours' working day at their Port 
Sunlight works." The world is pro-
gressing in parts, even :n these war 
times. What possibilities vre in store 
for the future is shown by the action 
of one democratic firm. 

MONTH BY MONTH. 
"REPUDIATION" REPUDIATED. 

The uncertain political situation has 
been the centre of attraction since the 
previous igsue, and now appears to 
have reached a more settled state. It 
is a bitter disappointment, however, to 
find that the rates of pay and condi-
tions of work of railwaymen are still 
in the hands of politicians whose capa-
city for dealing with them is shown 
by the fact that they allow them and 
other Government employees to be 
sweated while they place laws on the 
Statute books of the State to prevent 
the private employer front so doing. 
After all the agitation that has taken 
place which has had the effect of edu-
cating- the public mind to the real 
conditions of the employees in the 
Railway Service there is no excuse 
whatever for a politician, however 
unsophisticated, for pretending to 
believe that railway employees are 
getting anything like fair treatment 
and justice from the Department, and 
what someone termed "the best 
Wages Board in the world Parlia-
ment!" • 

The High Priests of "Economy" 
had put forth an edict that could not 
be disobeyed, even by the Govern-
ment which was said to be elected by 
the "people." "Economy" which is 
just such another catchvvord as the 
"reform" born of Kyabram in P902 of 
doubtful parentage, but petted and 
reared by the "daylie" press on a diet 
of rank misrepresentation, was to be 
made the excuse for denying the rail-
waymen the justice for which they 
have been crying aloud for year. Is 
political honour dead? Aye, dead as 
the mould-encrusted mununies of the 
Pyramids, with as little chance of 
being brought back to life while the 
press dictates to politicians the policy 
they must pursue. • 

"Expediency" goes before all else. 
A surplus is demanded and it must be 
found. The High Priests of "Eco-
nomy," who are in the place where it 
is demanded of them that they will 
speak the truth, have said that the 
railways are mismanaged, that they 
arc overmanned, that the services 
which are an integral part of the 
daily life of the business and indus-
trial community must be cut down • 

Freights and fares are too high, down 
they must come. The scripts of the 
"High Priests" are scattered broad-
cast throughout the land in fast 
moving trains, that carry them at pri. 
vileged rates s.o that the voices of the 
"Priests" of lesser note may not be 
heard. The people were told. that 
Parliament had proved unresponsive 
to their will, therefore another Par-
liament must be created that would 
prove obedient to the will—of whom? 
The people? No, that of the advo-
cates of economy, who can tell the 
people what the people want and 
manufacture "truthful" (?) public 
opinion in the -,ditorial sanctums of 



the Collins Street temples, just as 
they did on the conscription issue. 

PRESS INFLUENCE. 

Did not they say we must have a 
Royal Commission to enquire into 
the working of the railways? Alre, 
they uplifted their voices and made 
a demand, and Parliátnent could not 
refuse. The Commission came, made 
its investigations and went, leaving 
its report. Fares and freights were 
not too high, and the service was not 
overmanned. The management was 
efficient, and did not do discredit to 
those who were the Managers. The 
politicians who were called to give 
evidence before the Commission were 
forced to admit that they could not 
offer any practical suggestions as to 
how economies could be effected. The 
ink Slinging railway experts, who 
lived in the temples, would not come 
forward to show how it could be 
done. Even the "High Priests" them-
selves were invited to appear• before 
the Commission, and give voice ver-
bally to the tirades of abuse, advice 
and expert knowledge that had- kept 
their myrmidons in employment (paid 
at reasonable rates under the watch-
ful eye of Wages Boards and Arbi-
tration Courts), and working over-
time for so long—but they declined. 

As became "High Priests" of the 
modern times they could not leave the 
temples of knowledge to shed the 
effulgent light from the lamp of truth 
on matters on which they had already 
decided and pronounced. 

"They" had spoken. The great and 
intelligent public had spoken through 
them. The Commission MUST back 
them up, or if it desired to feast at 
the fountain of knowledge it must go 
to the temples and there drink in the 
specially-prepared inky fluids in which 
are steeped the everlasting dyes of 
"truth" and "judgment.' 

Well, we are to have a surplus, and 
it is to be £253,000,—£ loo,000 of 
which was to be provided by the sac-
rifice of the railwaymen. Fares are 
to be lowered, freights cut down, and 
the world is to be scoured for a Chief 
Commissioner, who will economise 
where it has been proved there is no 
room for it. 

And thc journals that arc able to 
bring this about arc supported by the 
pennies of the men who arc to suffer. 
Truly, we are a humble lot. Sons and 
brothers fighting for freedom and 
liberty on European battlefields, 
while we at home arc enchained by 
shackles which we help to forge. The 
paper which wrote at the time when 
the Wages Board campaign was at its 
height in July, 1916, "The men have 
right and reason on their side, and 
against them (for Wages Boards) 
stands nothing more intrinsically for-
midable than a musty prejudice." "In 
practice the men's demands are al-
ways decided by the test of political 
opportunism, and rarely if ever by 
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the principles of justice." Later it 
advised the men to accept the freak 
creation begotten of a moribund and 
dying Parliament. It said the men 
were "in duty- bound," however dis-
satisfied, to g've that which was 
created by the "representatives of the 
people" trial, and this they did. Where 
is the voice of truth now? Not one 
syllable was said in criticism and con-
demnation of a solemn promise fal-
sified. There was room for the flames 
of satire, the biting tongue of ridi-
cule and the justifiable anger of a 
staunch champion of high principle, 
but from the temple issued not a 
word. Ati obedient and docile Par-
liament was • .doing the "High 
Priests'" -biddirig, and feeding from 
their hands, and the railwaymen were 
worshipping at their shrine and cheer-
fully paying daily tribute to their 
might and power. 

A little manly spirit, a firm and or-
ganised effort from those who are 
suffering from the fruits of their own 
Weakness, would at least procure for 
the men of the railway service, who 
arc becoming the "Cinderellas" of the 
workingclasscs, the respect of those 
who feel and show nought now for 
them but contempt. To those who 
talk of "strike" there is an avenue of 
action yawning for its fill. Strike 
against those who publicly misrepre-
sent you while they fatten on your 
work and money. Strike against the 
enemies who betray you, while you 
keep up their circulation. Refuse any 
lon.ger to support those whose place 
it is to trumpet truth to the house 
tops, but who stand idly by with 
deadened tongues while your right-
ful ' interests are sacrificed, your - 
reasonable hopes shattered, and your 
claims to justice long delayed, mocked 
at and trampled in the dust. 

lf more than ts,000 Unionists in the 
service would only realise that in their 
own hands lies part, at least, of the 
remedy, there would not be any need 
to talk of strike. Do you knowingly 
support the tradesman who gives you 
short weight? Do you go back to the 
man who takes you down by giving 
you an inferior article carrying a 
superior brand? 

Give 3-our whole-hearted support 
to the journals which stand for a fair 
deal for the wOrkers, and favour from 
none, and help to secure for you and 
for your fellows a measure of even-
handed justice and equal industrial 
rights. You now have your political 
freedom, and you can, if you will, 
have a voice and -practical interest in 
the selection of the man who repre-
sents you in Parliament. Join your 
political organisation, and help to 
send men there who will voice your 
views, and stand for right and jus-
tice, and refuse to give your support 
and your hard-earned "mite" of cash 
to the "creation of a public opinion," 
manufactured in the minds of men 
wrho are your rnost bitter opponents, 
politically and industrially, and who 
are placed in pampered pomp and 
power by your political support. 

AN INIQUITIOUS SYSTEM. 

Advantage was taken of the discus-
sion on the railway estimates to place 
before the House the reason why the 
locomotive men, who are earning 
above to/- per day, cannot afford to 
wait, and to have placed on record 
the way in which we suffer under the 
inquitious system of classific-ation of 
jobs, as compared with enginemen 
clsevvhere. 

Since the foregoing was written the 
Bowser Government has been de-
feated on the very question of lower-
ing the Classification Board's de-
cision. The motion of the leader of 
the Opposition, Mr. Elmslic, gave 
the members an opportunity to prove 
whether they stood for high prin-
ciple and honoured pledges, or pre-
ferred to follow a policy dictated for 
them by the press. There were 
enough in the House who preferred 
the risk of a threatened dissolutión 
with possible political extinction 
to allowing the press, which wants to 
silence "Hansard," to run the 
country. 

"ECONOMY" WITHOUT "ROBBERY." 

The "Argus," "good old grandma," is 
nearly frantic, and can see with its 
hundred eyes all sorts of disasters 
and calamities happening- to a com-
munity which elects men to Parlia-
ment who won't do as she tells them. 
Perhaps she will now be converted to 
the necessity for the abolition of 
State Governors, now that Victoria's 
Governor did not accept her advice 
to grant the Bowser Ministry a dis-
solution. 

The career of the newly-formed 
Lawson-Bowser Government will be 
watched with curiosity by the whole 
community, and with keen interest 
by the railwaymen, who believe that 
after the lesson learned the new Go-
vernment will pursue a policy of "eco-
nomy" that is not "robbery." 

IVI-V1M-MtfitetV01-1VMAnt-MMINIIVSVS-61V1011dt 

Answers to Correspondents, 
Enquirer. — Yes, 	the 	Ballarat 

"Echo" is a labor daily. It will be 
forwarded to any address for 13/- per 
annum. Owing to shortage of paper, 
it has been reduced in size, but not in 
value. 

Bumpkin.=Dont' be silly. Knew a 
rnan once who tried it. His funeral 
was well attended. 

Contributor.—Yes, contributions to 
"Sparks" will be welcome. Send them 
along, but early in the month. 

P.O.M.—Thanks for verses and 
clippings. Will use some this time. 
You were running a bit late for this 
issue. You are right; plenty of copy 
so far. Verse can stand over. 
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THE FEDERATED RAILWAY 
LOCOMOTIVE ENGIN E-
DRIVERS' ASSOCIATION OF 
AUSTRALIA. 

Victorian Division. 

OFFICERS: 
President: B. B. Deveney. 
Vice-President: J. Gault. 
Treasurer: W. C. Collins. 
Acting General Secretary: 

A. S. Drakeford. 

Executive: 
Messrs. G. Churchill, H. J. Higgs, 

J. Reed, H. Considine, W. Preece, C. 
H. Morrison, R. Ellis, C. Rhodes, F. 
Croft, H. E. Reilly, W. Lewis, F. Pal-
mer, C. J. Franklin, J. Sullivan. 

FEDERAL AND STATE 
SECRETARIES. 

Federal Secretary— G. Crossman, 
"Tavistock." Newington Road, 
Marrickville, Sydney, N.S.W. 

N.S.W.—W. Ainsworth, Rutland 
Chambers, King-street, Newtown, 
Sydney. 

W. Australia.—E. G. Backshall, to 
Trades Hall, Perth, W.A. 

Queensland.—T. J. Brosnan, College 
Rd., Springhill, Brisbane, Queens 
land. 

S. Australia.—H. J. George, Trades 
Hall, Adelaide, South Australia. 

Tasmania.—R. VV. Connor, 72 Foster- 
street, Launceston, Tasmania. 

New Zealand.—W. McA;ley, Room 1, 
Ward and Montville Buildinos, 53 
Balance Street, Wellington, N.Z. 

Branch Secretaries: 

Central—H. J. Higgs, 48 Bangalore-
st., Kensington. 

Ararat—A. Finch, cr. Moore and 
Queen sts., Ararat. 

Ballarat—W. T. Clark, 2 Nunn-st., 
Ballarat East. 

Benalla—E. _Mitchell, Crannnond-st., 
Benalla. 

Bendigo—W. L. Hosking, "Gwennap," 
Thistle-st., Bendigo. 

Dimboola—J. Duggan, near Railway 
Station, Dimboola. 

Geelong—B. Baxter, 124 Upper Wel- 
ler-st., Geelong West. 

Korumburra.—L. Datson, Bourke-street 
Kortnnburra. 

Maryborough—J. Charles, Argyle-st., 
East Maryborough. 

Seymour—T. S. Pearce, "Roselea," 
Oak-st. Seymour. 

Stavvell—J.Á. Rowlands, Jennings-st., 
Stawell. 

Traralgon—H. 	Oxley, 	Henry-st., 
Traralgon. 

'Wonthagg-i—M. W. Darcy, Campbell-
st., Wonthaggi. 

BRANCH REPORTS. 
CENTRAL 

fo/3/18.—COrrespondence was dealt 
with from A. S. Drakeford (Execu-
tiveVrequesting all members Possible 
to make a Stronger display at the 
forthcoming Eight Hours' Day cele-
brations. From.Aust Theatrical and 
Amusement Employ-ces' Association, 
recpieSting. support for picture show 
at Loco. Hall.—Decided to assit with 
both requests as- rnuch as pOssible. 
From D. Keene, asking that expenses 
be obtained for him while on tempor-
ary' transfer at Donald. From C. 
Collins, asking that shinning time be 
paid for at Box Hill....From Eltham 
men, re proposed alteration of run-
ning. Froifi F.. Kavanagh, requesting' 
that a number of shifts be transferred 
from Port to North Melbourne. Front 
H. Twist, inquiring if a member of 
Executive' would be Sent' to Warbur-
ton, to hear complaints of men sta-
tioned there. - All these cases were 
sent on to the Executive. News 
letter was then read, and also a SLIM-
mary of the half-yearly report to 3ist 
December, 1917. This showed the 
number of Men on books on that date 
as 1,266, of whom 146 are on active 
service, or with the railway unit. 
Membership made up :is follows:— 
DriYers 517, firemen 512, cleaners 196, 
and honorar3, members 4i. The total 
gain of new members from all sources 
was io4 members, and total loss 92, 
making a net gain of 12 members for 
half-year. There w-erc -nine drivers 
and six firemen whose arrears 'vver2 
each over Xi, and the cleaners have 
the honor and distinction of having 
every member, excepting seven, finan-
cial. Drivers and firemen, what 
about taking- a leaf out of the cleaners' 
book? Four candidates, Messrs-. L. 
Storey, C. A. JOse, W. A. Gilbert, and 
J. Pilkington, were nominated. A 
motion, of whiCh notice had been 
given, by Mr.- Carey vvas dealt with, 
and carried. This was to the effect 
that no. invitations be given to any 
function, unless approved of by a 
majority of the Executive. General 
business occupied hour and 45 
minutes. A new light placed at "up" 
home at Bradford, which is interfer-
ing with thç view of the semaphore 
light, was mentioned, and also the 
system of booking men to rest, and, 
in some cases, sending them further 
than originally booked. Inquiries by 
the Executive will be made. With re-
gard to obtaining a sand funnel for 
filling sand boxes, casual cleaners at 
Port Melbourne engaged firing re-
gularly, and the working of the pilot 
roster at North, these will also be 
dealt with by the Executive. I would 
briefly like to point out to members 
that the attendance at the meetings is 
not as good as it should be. However, 
the late sittings in the past were not 
conducive to good attendances. Mem-
bers expect, and rightly so, that the  

meeting should terminate about 5.3o 
p.m. By getting down to business 
punctually, and by speakers.recognis-
ing the futility of reiteration, much 
good would be achieved. This would 
tend to bring a larger number to the 
meetin-gs. Anyway, it is somewhat 
hypocritical to keep our meetings 
open until 6 p.m., and.after, fighting 
the battles of Unionism and keeping 
always the eight hours' principle in 
the van of the fight, at the same 
time expecting our wives or landladies 
to have our evening meals ready for 
us on our arrival home. Comrades, 
talk less about Unionism and prac-
tise it more, for, after all, actions 
speak louder than words. At last Sun-
day's meeting we moved ahead at a 
great rate, until we struck sorne very 
debatable arguments under "general 
business." This kept us till 6.5 p.m., 
but if members would only help (and, 
after all, it is unity that counts all 
the time), then I arn satisfied that 
we will be going home at a reasonable 
hour.—H. J. Higgs. 

Port 'Melbourne, 8/3/18. 
Despite rumors of shortening hands 

owing to the electrification of the 
suburban lines and the probability of 
electric trains running in the near 
future, several new drivers and fire-
men have received promotion to 
Port Melbou ne. M:-. Danks, night 
foreman hele at Pt rt, reacited the 
retiring age, and left the service. 
The position of night foreman thus 
rendered vacant by his retirement has 
been filled by Mr. Peter McLachlan, 
late big-wheel driver from North. I 
understand it was under serious con-
sideration to cut out the night fore-
man, and place a chargeman in charge 
of the shed from it p.m. until 7 a.m. 
At present we have two chargemen, 
Messrs. Reynolds and Miles, here, in 
addition to the night foreman. This 
matter was brought under the notice of the 
Department, wilh the result that it decided 
in having the position retained, and to 
make no alteration to the duties of 
the night foreman cleaner, which was 
al:o under consideration. 

In the last month's "Footplate" 
mention was made in the Port Mel-
bourne report of enginemen having on several shifts to place extra coal 
on engines before commencing the 
clay's run, in order to have sufficient 
coal to complete the shift. Travelling 
Foreman Mr. Fitzgibbon has been de-
legated to investigate the complaints, 
and as a result of his investigations 
several alterations were made, and a 
compromise made of shifts between 
North Melbourne and Port, tender 
engines being placed on several runs. 
Our hardest shift for coal now being 
66, a Ferntree Gully and a Canterbury 
on a bunker of coal. 

Up to the present we have not had 
soap issued to us to wash the spong-, 
cloths given out recently. However, 
the drivers can now obtain, on signing 
for it, 2 ounces of soft soap a week, 
for, "hey presto," to keep the engine 
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clean! This concession, though small, 
is a move in the right direction, atid 
we are hopeful of 'getting soap issued 
to drivers and firemen in the near 
future. The general officers of the 
Association are still battling away 
with the heads over this matter. 

The firemen at Port have from tinie 
to time endeavoured to have a kit sup-
plied to them same as that supplied 
to firemen of other depots. Some time 
ago a travelling foreman reported 
there was no need for firemen at Poit 
to be supplied with kits owing to the 
conditions being different to that pre-
vailing at oth6r depots where the 
system is in vogue. Needless to say, 
after this recommendation, the kits 
have not arrived at Port. 

So much trouble has been caused of 
late, and time lost through missing 
red shades, gauge lamps, burners, 
etc., that a ukase has been posted in 
the sheet-case notifying firemen that 
on commencing duty they must check 
the lamps, etc., and report to store-
man all articles missing. A report will 
then be obtained from the fireman 
who last had the engine, who will be 
held responsible for the missing 
articles. Failure to report will ren-
der the man failing to report liable 
for same. By the above it will be 
seen that the firemen's contention is 
borne out by aCtual facts, and the 
best solution of the difficulty would 
be to supply each fireman with a kit, 
which has proved so successful in 
other depots, instead of asking a man 
to report another man's delinquencies, 
which cannot but fail to engender bad 
feeling. between those concerned. 

The first issue of "The Footplate" 
has been favourably received here, and 
the opinion 'is expressed that a long 
needed want has been filled at last, 
and, having been started, that it will 
have a long life in front of it. Of the 
latter we can rest assured if members 
only keep up their subs., and those 
possessing literary talent will only 
help to fill its columns. 

C. H. MORRISON. 

connection with the Railwzys Insti-
tute be formed here, and good num-
ber have already banded in their 
names. Re sweat rags in the place of 
waste, it was decided to ask C.M.E. 
to have thein handed into store when 
dirty to be washed and fresh ones 
issued in their stead.—J. Charles. 

ARARAT.—The monthly meeting 
held io/3/18, with a fair attendance 
of members present. Great interest 
is ,being taken in the action of the 
Bowser Government, and the debate 
on the railway estimates will be 
keenly watched; members are hopeful, 
with the railway revenue in such a 
buoyant condition, it will have a good 
deal of weight in deciding in our 
favour to uphold the recommenda-
tions of the Classification Board. It 
is quite apparent that money at the 
present time talks, and that honour as 
far as Governments are concerned is 
only a secondary consideration. Next 
week will decide, as far as railway 
employee's are concerned, whether, in 
their case, honour is to gc by the 
"board" or not. The V.R.I. authori-
ties have offered to forin classes in 
engine working and brak2 instruction 
at Ararat; and by the unanimous way 
members are taking the matter up it 
augurs well for the SUCCeSS of the 
scheme. It is cheap as well as. sound 
instruction for firemen and cleaners, 
and opportunity should bc eagerly-
availed of. Drivers, too, will perhaps 
get a few eye-openers at their classes, 
and should avail themselves of the 
advantages offered; none are too old 
to learn. 

Members generally expressed them-
selves as well satisfied with the first 
issue of "The Footplate,'' and feel 
that it will fill a long felt nced, espe-
cially to country members, who are 
not in touch with headquarters. 

We have had a change in our staff 
depot foreMan, M. Ryan going on the 
relieving staff, his place being filled 
by Mr. J. Henderson, from P211arat.— 
J. Kinnane. 

GEELONG.—The Geelong branch 
held its monthly meeting to-day. It 
was very pleasing to see 1,n improved 
attendance of members, but there is 
still room for a vast improvement yet. 
I regret to have to report that death 
has visited the homes of two of our 
members, both Mr. Hillhouse and 
Mr. R. Mee loosing one of their chil-
dren; in Mr. Mee's case it being his 
only child, aged fivc months. Letters 
of condolence were sent tc, both. One 
new member was elected to the 
Union. There was a very large 
amount of business dealt with, and it 
was 6.15 p.m. before the meeting 
closed. This ought to show those 
that stay away that it is up to them 
to come along and do their bit, and 
not leave it to the few 101.o are al-
ways doing the "sloggino;.' 

Bitter was the discussion on the 
way the sheet was being put out, men  

finishing their shifts at 3 or 4 p.m. 
either liad to wait .till 5.3o or 6 p.m. 
to see what they were cloing,, or else 
corne back to the shed at that hour. 
Complaints were also ;nade re the 
way the baffle plates 'were being put 
in engines; also the state of hoses in 
pits, and the size of coal. It was de-
cided to ask that the callcr-up be sup-

'plied with a watch, as he has tp time 
himself on each call; also te ask that 
a board be supplied for the hostlers 
to put down the amomits of coal 
taken on engines put away by them; 
and to ask that turntables ai Forrest, 
Terang, and Colac be replaced by new 
turntables, and that the Fcrrest en-
gine be supplied with good coal. 

Mr. Baxter showed the necessity of 
members joining the Wes-. Geelong 
P.L.C., and was supported by Mr. J. 
Hogan, who moved a motion—"That 
we form a cbnimittee to canvass the 
depot for members for the P.L.C." 
This was carried. Mr. Hogan told the 
meeting that our -I,Tnion v,as not re-
presented on the G2elong Eight 
Hours' committee, and Mi. E. Earle, 
driver, and Mr. J. Hogan, cleaner, 
were appointed on the undcistanding 
that they would not be paid expenses 
in attending the Eight ECU'S' com-
mittee meeting or functions. Re join-
ing the P.L.C., some niembcrs were 
hostile to this, and wantel to form an 
independent Political Railway- Party; 
but beyond talking nothing was done. 

,,Mr. J. Dotherty spoke about holding 
a smoke night to rouse sonic en-
thusiasm in the branch. There was 
also some hostility to this, and Mr. 
Hogan again moved that a smoke 
night be held on the termination of 
the half-year of this branch. I would 
like to mention that the- action of 
some members laughing and making 
fun at a member who brings forward 
a few complaints is bad taste and 
childish. It does not go to encourage 
the young members to get up and 
bring forward any business. 

It was decided to ask the Executive 
to call a meeting of all the Railway 
Unions, and ask the Government to 
form some sort of a technical school 
to fit our railway boys for other 
work when they return, if they are-
not able to follow their usual occupa-
tion. Mr. O'Brien's case was reported 
on. Popular Frank Leggett is about 
again after his severe accident, but it 
will be sonte time before he can re-
sume duty. lt was decided to write 
and ask the secretary to give Mr. 
McLennon, the member for Barwon, 
all the information re the railway-
men's claim for an increase of wages; 
the president pointing Out that all in-
formation should be given to mem-
bers of Parliament, and not made a 
party question. He was supported 
by the secretary and several other 
members, Mr. Hogan being the only 
one hostile to the idea. ) have been 
asked to enquire, through "The Foot-
plate," why several of our members 
who used to alway-s be regt lar at at-
tending our meetings, stay away now 
since the new President v-as elected_ 

MARYBOROUGH Oc/3/18).— 
The monthy meeting of the above 
branch was held at general waiting 
room on Sunday, to/3/1S. The attend-
ance was good, but could have been 
better. Mr. D. Hayes in the chair. 
A good deal of discussion ensued on 
the various matters brought forward. 
During the week a conference was 
held with Mr. Sexton, D.T.S., Mr.- 
Jackson, Loco. format!, and Mr. 
O'Connor, S.M.. Messrs. McMinn, R. 
Robertson, S. Poole, and J. Charles 
represented the Association, and seve-
ral items which we wished to have 
remedied were fought out, and although 
we have as yet received nothing definite 
we expect a great improvement in our 
conditions, which are simply rotten, 
regarding excessive hours, no relief, 
having to pull out on the road, and 
no accommodation available. At our 
meeting it was carried that a class in 



x\cicome to our new Union comrades. 
There are one or two in the loco. who belong to no Union; but should the 
Unions receive any increase through 
their present effort we wonder if they will return the increase to the Govern-
ment? I don't think! 

The branch chairman drew meni-bers' attention to the early return of Mr. D. C. McGrath, M.H.R. We hope 
with the other industrial Union mem-bers in Ballarat to give Ballarat's 
Federal member a right royal wel-come home. Railway Unionists in Ballarat should make a special effort to give Ballarat's Federal mem-ber a special welcome for the good 
work done on behalf of the workers' cause. 

Members also had a very pleasing 
function to perform in distributing a 
small sum of money left from the Bal-larat loco. class. It was decided to 
present a president's certificate to Mr. 
R. J. Hayes, also a presentation to Mr. T. Ellis, and about £3 3/- to the Ballarat Hospital. We hope that 
members will continue to come to the 
meetings in the same numbers.—F. 
Badenhope. 

The next meeting takes place on the 
second Sunday, tath of April, and the 
branch officers will be pleased to see 
all members of the branch there to 
give them a helping hand. It was also 
decided that no member but the press 
correspondent be allowed to give any 
information to the press, a d that he be not allowed to give any news to 
the "Geelong Advertiser.' I have 
been requested to ask you to specially 
mention this, as there are many now 
giving the "Advertiser" rews, and it is very hostile to us.—J. Hogan. 

— 
ii/3/I8.—Since I wrote to you yes-

terday I have just heard from Mrs. J. 
Doherty that her husband, popular 
Jack, president of our branch, has 
taken suddenly ill, and had to be, 
taken to the Geelong Hospital, suffer-
ing from pleurisy and pneumonia 
His mates wish hini a speedy 
reccivery. Driver A. Seidel has left 
Geelong and gone to Wallan. Fire-
man Middleton and L. Garnett are 
back in Geelong, and we will always 
be pleased to see them and their 
mates at the Union meetings second 
Sunday in every month. Everyone in 
Geelong is satisfied with "The Foot-
plate," and some twenty new mem-
bers have been secured. All who have 
not got a ticket yet can get one from 
Walley Thompson. I take this oppor-
tunity of advising all railwaymen to 
get their wives, daughters, sons, and 
themselves on the roll. There's a rea-
son. Ben Baxter or J. Hogan have 
always a supply of enrolment cards 
on hand. Don't be left in the lurch 
this time. Labor must win. All wise 
men and women belong to the P.L.C. 
Geelong West has a branch, and 
meets in the Town Hall every second 
Tuesday. We will be pleased to enrol 
any railway man and family if they-
let us know. Ben Baxter is the secre-
tary.—J. Hogan. 
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BENALLA (13/3/18).—The quar- ad terly meeting- of the branch was held uP 
on Sunday, zotliz 1918, and the attend- ca ance improved since previous meeting. se  
Do not forget, comrades, that the tio second Sunday in the month is the aw time to corne along and help the tin officers of the branch, and to let us Go 
hear your griev.ances so as we can an try to have them settled. fig 

The general expression regarding ne 
"The Footplate" is that it is good, all 
and will be better as it progresses; so det I trust that any members not taking pe it will give it a sporting chance, and po let it be their medium to assist in fan bringing about harmony and better it i conditions by letting each branch sup- I t port and report each month to it. pul 

The business transacted at our wh 
meeting,- on Sunday was mostly local see g-rievances, which we can no doubt Par have rectified by deputation to our the loco. foreman, but our opinion as re- the gards water cranes at stations is that sibi they should have lights on them. To will 
conclude our meeting Mr. E. .Rach- Clas 
inger (chairman for Tgt8) presented to tt our late chairman, Mr. F. Pearce, with an the framed emblem of the office. In wer making the presentation the chair- if w man, in a few well-chosen words, not 
trusted that Mr. Pearce would live ally; long to enjoy the benefits the Asso- goin ciation can bring him, and when he in p looked at the certificate in after years if th 
lie would always remember his coin- :El 
rades at Benalla. whol 

Mr. Pearce suitably' responded, and the 
hoped they- would assist Mr. stand Raching-er the same way as they had repre assisted him. I thi Benalla branch also placqd on their as it minute-book a minute in regard to going- 
our late secretary, Mr. C. Collins, 	is up 
who is now general treasurer of th(-... 	to it, 
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BA LLARAT ( II/3/18).—A meet-
ing of the Ballarat branch held on 
ro/3/18; a real good attendance of 
members, all taking a live interest in local and general items. Many items 
were brought forward and left in the hands of the branch chairman and 
secretary to be dealt with. Branch 
chairman gave a brief account of mat-ters placed before the foreman. He 
also drew members' attention to the paper "The Footplate," which had 
just seen the light of day. He hoped 
that members would give "The Foot-plate" the best support. If such sup-
port was forthcoming- from members 
there would be no doubt about the 
success Of "The Footplate." Members 
generally spoke in the highest ternis of praise of the first issue of "The Foot-plate," and ventured the opinion that 
should the paper continue the same in 
the future it will prove a great benefit 

, to members. Two new subscribers 
enrolled at the meeting-. We hope for 
a few more yet. Three new meinbers 
were elected. We extend a hearty  

4ssociation, to ask Central branch to present him with a flamed certificate-in appreciation for the services ren-dered to this branch from the }rear 1911 to 1917. Mr. and Mrs. Collins were the recipients of tokens of ap-
preciation from Benalla enginemen-
when they left for Melbourne last year.—E. Mitchell. 

TRARALGON (r4/3/.18).—The or–dinary monthly meeting was held in the drivers' room on Sunday, Mr. A. Ross presiding, and I am glad to re-port a record attendance. Things 
have not been going too well up this 
way for some time. There has been ifferences over conscription and ther political matters, but I think hey have all buried the hatchet, and see no reason, now that it is over, Ily we should not all be a happy amity again. There has been a lack f interest in the society by the oung-er members; some of them eern to think as long as' they pay-ieir subscriptions and wear the edals they are good Unionists. hey forget all about the work and e titne that the secretary is called n to sacrifice getting correspondence d other matters fixed up. So my vice to the young-er members is roll and assist your branch officers to rry out their duties in striving to cure you better wages and condi-ns. We will all need to keep wide ake, as we have very strenuous ies ahead of us, as this "Economy 

vernment" is not going- to give us ything without we put up a good ht, and I can assure you we will 
ed to have our "running shoes" on the time. This Government seems 
ermined to economise at our ex-

nse. It is almost a matter of im-ssibility for a married man with a lily to live on the minimum wage; 
s only respectable starvation, and hink it is up to us as Unionists to I together and make a bold bid for at we are justly entitled to. It ms to be the fashion just now for liaments to break pledges given to people, and I think the sooner y are made to realise their respon-
lities to the people the better it be for all concerned. This sification Board was forced on s. We did not want it; we wanted independent tribunal. This we e refused, but we were told that e gave the board a trial we would 
only be treated justly, but liber-and after the various Unions g to a lot of trouble and expense reparing their cases they are told e amount recommended exceeds 
6,cloo it will not be paid. The e thing- seems a farce. I think Unions should take a decided , and if necessary withdraw their 
sentation froin the board. Well, nk this journal is a splendid idea, keeps you in touch with what is 
on all over the country, and it to all the members to subscribe 
and make it a success, and I 
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queen, and we are in hopes that it will be the winning flag. 
I have an emblem with the initials 

T.W.T., which was picked up on the fields "somewhere in France," and re-turned by a son of one of our mem-
bers. I would like you to enquire 
through the Loco. journal, and see 
who it belonged to. Perhaps his people may like to have it returned_ 
He evidently valued it to take it with 
him.—L. Hosking. 

SEYMOUR (7/3/18).—The usual 
monthly meeting was held in the 
Federal Hall lodge-room at 2.3o p.m. 
Sunday afternoon. There was a good 
attendance of members present. The 
items discussed were the Federal 
agenda paper. An item which most 
pleased the members, and on which 
this branch offers its best congratula-
tions to the executive, is the letting 
of the pictures and that part of the hall on such good terms, and also the 
action of the general officers in the 
Part they took, re the action of the 
Bowser Ministry. Wake tip, you milk 
and water Unionists, and assist your 
executive. They will do all that is re-
quired if you will only give them the 
Power. Attend your meetings and-air 
Your grievances. There is plenty of room at these meetings for all, and 
don't forget, it requires cash to carry on the good business. Aim at better 
general conditions; never inind the Petty grievances of the usual shed de-
bates, such as £3oo a year is a lot of 
money for one man to receive. Bosh! 
:If he earns £5oo or £r,000, pay him; 
it is well spent, especially when he brings ten times that-amount to the 
Union. He can, or at least your 
officers can, only carry on as far as 
You allow them. Unionists are some-
what of 'a puzzle to me, Mr. Editor. 
Here is a paper, their own. It must be a success if they will eve it their 
suPport. In this district we have 137 
members, and only 52 contributors to 
the paper. Is it lack of interest, or is 
it indifference to their position? 
Surely not the objection to the paltry 
2/-- per year? Well, Mr. Editor, in 
conclusion, I wish to congratulate 
You and the Executive on the enter-prise in getting out the paper, and I 
hoPe it will be a medium in bringing 
our fellows closer together. It is 
AN hat was required long ago, and I 
wish you every success, and will do 
"1Y bit, if the members will give me 
their assistance.—J. S. Pearce. 

hope to be able to report in my next 
letter that all the members heee are 
subscribers. Wishing- "The Foot-
Plate" every success.—A. C. Lewis. 

P.S.—Since writing I see by the 
Papers that the Bowser Ministry has 
been defeated on the railway estim-
ates, and if an electiOn should be the 
outcome, I hope every member will 
do their utmost to secure the re-elec-tion of the member who voted to pro-
tect their interests.—A.C.L. 

BENDIGO (r7/3/18).—First issue 
of loco. journal received. Sorry that 
it is not more sought after in Bendigo, but hope it will be as it goes along. 
Meeting held on March loth; Mr. 
Jack Hay in the chair. News Letter read. Members disappointed that 
general secretary was not able to give a more definite and favourable 
reply as to the fate of the Bowser, or, 
rather, "Wowser," Government. The result of the test of Elphinstone Tun-
nel was received as a good joke. "Bad, 
but bearable." This is true. "Bad," but 
bearable—simply because it is no long-er. We would be right if we were to ask for "gas helmets." This is 
serious when the Department have to admit that it is bad. We earnestly 
hope that the executive will be suc-
cessful in its endeavour to obtain an allowance of soap for "sweat rags." 
There were several things carried to 
see foreman on. (i) Adjustment 
sheets for outstations. (2) To p.m. 
goods to change over with 2.10 a.m. 
down (paper train) instead of 11.3o p.m. up to avoid long hours. (3) 
Cleaner at Kerang. 

Things are anyhow now when 
crews run to Swan Hill and Kerang, 
sometimes waiting two and three days 
for a load to r'eturn home. It look° 
good management on paper. not 

Railwaymen in Bendigo are going wit 
at top speed in connection with the Plat 
Bendigo Easter Fair and Queen Posi 
Carnival. Miss Phrarnie Anderson, tial 
daughter of Driver Anderson, of big- a s 
wheel fame, is Queen of Railways, Dim 
and we are pleased to say that on stre 
Saturday, March 16th, at the weekly ing 
count, the railway flag, red, white and Foo 
green, was flying as the leading- gene 

brought under notice of foreman and District Rolling Stock Inspectors, and although it is admitted the place 
is dangerous, nothing has been done. The stalling on this bank must aver-
age one a week, and when fireman has either to crawl under the trucks or hang on to sides and risk a drop of 
anything up to fifteen feet before Ile 
can cut off and drop sufficient brakes, the bringing- of it under officers' 
notice ought to be sufficient to have 
it remedied. The "mouse plague" is 
again making its appearance in the Malice parts of this district. Of 
course all. the elaborate double tin 
fences have been removed that were 
erected last year, and mice have an open invitation to attack stacks. 
There is every likelihood of railway-
men having to again work overtime 
shifting wheat. 

An engine-working and Westing-
house brake class has been started by 

so your question-box column 
is likely to be kept supplied with ques-
tions. • 

The first issue of "The Footplate" is, in the opinion of most members, 
a success, although the article headed 
"Democracy's Day Out" is likely to 
lead to severe criticism from some of 
your readers through the columns of 
the journal.—J. Geaney. 

DIMBOOLA (12/3/18).—The quart-erly meeting of this branch was held 
in drivers' room on Sunday 10th, and as the attendance could be improved on, mention of same in our hew 
journal (which I might state was com-
mented on and favourably acknow-
ledged by all as a move in the right direction) may be the means of bringing the stayaways along, and instead of hanging back and criticis-ing give a helping hand in the work and welfare of this branch and so-ciety in general. As we are quite well 
aware it is difficult to make much 
headway under the present "economic and greasy" circumstances, which are the outcome of the beautiful ( ?) 
Bowser-Wynne combination. They 
must think enginemen glory in filth, and pledges, and promises. The re-duction in staff of cleaners, and also 
the stores allowed to the few that 
are in the service, combined with 
weather conditions, produces an 
odour that could not be bottled owing 
to its strength. It seems quite fashionable in both Federal and State politics at the present time to break pledges and promises. May it be a lesson to the workers and wake them up to do justice to their class when 
they next go to the ballot box to use the franchise that is bestowed on us by "the generosity of individuals such 
as govern under instructions of the 
Collins-street press and boodeliers of 
Australia." As has been stated a knowledge of Enginemen's work and re-sponsibilities by M.'sL.A. might be the means of educating the Government to do the fair thing. The Dimboola Branch has the member fo:- the District well schooled 
member for the district well schooled in our requirements. Let us hope 
that our comrades throughout the State will do likewise, as it is badly needed. Let us oust "de birds of de fedder who always knocks aboud wid 
demselves." I might state, in con-
clusion, that this is my first attempt 
as press correspondent. I trust you will fasten on to and tear this to 
pieces before you print it. I could let the Dimboola waybacks go 

hout a line or two in "The Foot-e," and placed myself in the tion until we can get a substan-
rise in pay, and can then afford 

alaried reporter of the doings at 
boola; not one from the Collins-
et incubator and brooder. Wish-

you every success with "The 
tplate" and the association in 
ral.--W. H. McTaggart. 

1 STAWELL (ro/3/r8).—Our last monthly meeting held Sunday, March 
1°th. Attendance not up to average; 
drivers again conspicuous by their 
absence. Judging by reports from mher branches it is the younger mem-
bers who are lax; our absentees are 
greatest among- the older members. Yoll up, comrades, and lend a helping i band, there are strenuous times 
ahead. 

One item recently sent to executive 
dealing with safety bridges on Bunyip . tank has on several occasions been 
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LOCAL GRIEVANCES. 
There is a large number. of matters 

in hand from branches at present 
which are in course of being dealt 
with, some of which have reached 
finality. 

From Dimboola re relief being 
supplied for 8 a.m. goods, instead of 
changing over as at present. NL-. 
Lorimer referred this matter to the 
D.R.S. Inspector, Mr. Stamp, and he 
reported against the alteration, as he 
considered the hours did not warrant 
it. ln this he was supported by the 
fitter in charge. We pointed out, 
however, that the arrangement of sup-
plying relief was only suspended dur-
ing the brief rush caused by the mouse 
plague last year, when no men were 
available for relief purposes. Now 
the relief was being refused while men 
were available, which was taking ad-
vantage of the fact that the men did 
the work under protest last year, be-
cause of abnormal circumstances. 
Mr. Lorimer has now agreed that Mr. 
Stamp should meet representatives of 
the men when at Dimboola in order 
to thrash the matter out from their 
standpoint. Advantage should be 
taken of the presence of the District 
Rolling Stock Inspector's presence in 
any district to put the matters which 
affect the particular branch before 
him, as these matters are in all cases 
put before him for report, which oc-
casions delay in settlement. This 
applies to all districts, and has been 
very successfully carried out by the 
Ballarat branch, trom which the ques-
tion of the settlement of purely local 
matters is very seldom heard. Fail-
ing satisfaction, however, the cases, if 
they are considered important, should 
be forwarded on to the executive to 
be taken further. It is realised that 
branches which are away from 
centres where a District Rolling Stock 
Inspector resides are at a disadvan-
tage with regard to seeing the D.R.S. 
Inspector, and thi.s was pointed out 
-to Mr. Lorimer, who states he will 
make arrangements for the D.R.S. In-
spector to meet the representatives 
of the men as soon as possible after 
the complaint is put tip to the loco. 
foreman, if he is unable or unwilling 
to remedy the matter. This should 
prove more satisfactory to the 
branches themselves, and will save a 
good deal of time, and lessen the work 
for branch officers ancl executive. It 
should be clearly understood, how-
ever, that where a matter affects 
more than one branch or some general 
principle, that it should be forwarded 
on to the executive to be dealt with 
in accordance with the rules of the 
.association. 

TENDER FIRST RUNNING ON 
SUBURBAN. 

At a deputation to the C.M.E. some 
time ago he was asked to have en- 

gines fitted with guage plates show-
ing the amount of water held in tank, 
and the amount of coal carried in the 
bunkers when full, and when the hold 
is full. A sample one has been fitted 
to 8oi A2, and all other engines will 
be fitted as they pass through the 
shops. 

This applies also to folding discs 
on engines and tenders to be used 
"when running "light," and will, if 
found satisfactory after a trial, be 
fitted to all engines. 

For some considerable time dis-- 
satisfaction has been strongly felt by 
enginemen running suburban trains at 
having to use tender engines, these 
being most uncomfortable as well as 
a source of danger to the men work-
ing them. The departmeqt contend 
that they are unable to supply enOugh 
tank engines to meet the present ser-
vice, and in view of electrification, 
does not intend to build any more. 
We have, therefore, asked that pro-
per protection against the weather be 
afforded the men who have to run 

*them, and it was agreed by the de-
partment to pr'ovide curtains for en-
gines doing tender first running on 
the suburban fitted with smail 
openings with covers that can be 
raised when required to keep a look 
out. 

An engine 36 IX has been so fitted 
and submitted for approval, but while 
it is found that the curtains have been 
made wider than the ordinary, and 
extend the whole width of cab, and 
have thc necessary- openings in them, 
no provision has been made for cur-
tains to cover the openings at the 
side, which is essential in order to 
provide proper protection for engine-
men during the winter months. 

We have further protested against 
these being made the standard, and 
the C.M.E. has promised that lie will 
get Mr. Lorimer to go into the mat-
ter again. 

WATER CRANES AND TURN- 
TABLES. 

From several branches complaints 
have been made as to cranes at 
watering places not being properly 
lighted. These have been the subject 
of representations to the officers of 
our branch, who have taken the mat-
ter up with the Way and Works' 
Branch, who consider that it is a mat-
ter that should be dealt with as a 
whole, and pot at one place alone. 
The superintendent of loco. run-
ning wishes to be supplied with a list 
by the Association of places where 
it is difficult to locate water cranes 
at night time, with a view to arrang-
ing with them eitha to be painted 
white or properly lighted as may be 
decided upon.. Secretaries are there-
fore asked to supply a list of cranes 
in their districts at their earliest con-
venience, and to state whether they 
consider the cranes should be painted 
white or lighted. This informatiOn 
will be supplied to Mr. Lorimer, who  

will go into the matter with the Way 
and Works' Branch. 

Members can assist in this matter 
by supplying the information to the 
branch secretaries as early as pos-
sible; this applies to the following 
matters also. 

The question of putting all turn-
tables with pawls and levers with 
disc to show position of table at 
night was brought up before the 
C.M.E. at the last deputation, and he 
promised to consider the question. 
The g-eneral question of supplying 
discs, pawls and levers was turned 
down on the score of expense, as it 
would cost over X.3o per table. The 
question of providing all others than 
the 72-ft. tables with an arrangement 
that would do away with the men hav-
ing to crawl under the tender or 
having to insert their hands and arms 
between the bars of the cowcatchers 
when putting in pawls at a cost of 
about X5 each was then considered, 
and the Association was hopeful that 
this would have been done to avoid 
the danger to the men turning the 
engines; but the reply is to the ef-
fect that this will only be done when 
the tables are due for heavy repairs. 
We have protested against this de-
cision, which we consider to be false 
economy, and members are asked to 
forward instances of tables in need 
of heavy repairs to be brought under 
the notice of the C.M.E. 

Shepparton table was cited as 
a case in point, and is now before 
the Way and Works' Branch, as it 
is due for heavy repairs. Mordialloc 
has already been fitted. Please send 
along- a list of those requiring heavy 
repairs. 

MAIN LINE TLTNNELS. 
Tue 	matter 	of 	better 	venti- 

lation has advanced a step since 
the tests have been made by Mr. 
Davies, D.R.E. Inspector and an 
Engineer. It has been recommended 
to the C.M.E. by them that an en-
gine be fitted up with curtains that 
will exclude the fumes from the cab, 
and tests to be made with representa-
tives of the Association riding on the 
engine before it is decided upon as 
satigfactory or otherwise. The 
C.M.E. is now considering the ques-
tion. The officers making the test 
admitted that the tunnel was bad, but 
was bearable. 

TOO MUCH CLERICAL WORK. 
From half-a-dozen branches re-

quests have been made that guards' 
running statements be restored for 
all trips run by goods' trains, instead 
of the present system in order that 
drivers may be supplied with the par-
ticulars that the Superintendent of 
Loco. Supplies requires them to put 
on the running sheets. While an-
xious to avoid having to do any 
clerical work for which we do not 
get paid, we have pointed out that 
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all the basis of information that it re-
quired by the superintendent of loco. 
running is compiled by the guard, and 
can be obtained from his statement, 
so that if this information is de-
manZled from drivers, who have too 
many other responsible duties to per-
form to keep clerical data of trips, the 
guards' sheets should be given to each 
driver after each trip, and the onus 
for their supply be put upon the 
Transportation Branch. This matter 
has been put before the C.M.E. for re-
consideration. 

"SPECIAL" MEN FOR TESTS. 
Re 	Breaking in of Engines 

as well as work on coal tests being 
done by same men on all occasions, 
was taken up with Mr. Lorimer and 
Mr. Dillon, and we asked that all 
men be given this class of work in 
their turn, as it is considered that 
the present system is not equitable. 
As there are advantages to be gained 
it was urged that all men should be 
given their share of this work, and 
failing this the senior man in each 
grade should be given preference. 
The department has promised to get 
reports and discuss this question with 
the Association's representatives at a 
future date. 

Enginemen have been complained 
of for opening the slides and empty-
ing- their smoke boxes at Post 90 and 
91 Melbourne Goods' Yard—(these 
are the home signals to Dudley, lead-
ing over pit)—as the accumulation of 
ashes interferes vvith the working of 
signals, the rails are covered with 
the ashes, and when it rains the cir-
cuit of current in rail is run to ,earth, 
and the signals cannot be Operated. 

• This practice should be discontinued 
as it is the intention of responsible 
officers to punish offenders, and in-
structions have been issued to the 
gangers and repairers to take the 
number of engine and name of engine-
men so offending- in the future. 

HEADLIGHT SHORTAGE, 
KEROSENE AND "SPONGE 

CLOTHS." 
From Seymour. — The cutting 

down of the supply of kerosene at 
depot was taken up wifh Mr. Dillon, 
and Ile has promised to have the mat-
ter looked into when he next visits 
Seymour, which he will do in the 
near future. He has also promised to 
enquire into shortage of Lux Light 
mantles. 

In regard to the shortage of head-
lights (which is general), the super-
intendent of loco supplies has in-
formed us that the department has 
applied for such quantities of tin to 
allow of sufficient head lamps to be 
made to provide for enough lamps to 
supply requirements, and in the mean-
time he is having stock taken to see 
if a distribution can be made to meet 
shortages where the greatest short-

.age exists. 

Re Sponge Cloths being sup-
plied instead of waste to enginemen. 
This matter has also been taken up 
with Mr. Dillon, who states that the 
trouble arises through the difficulty of 
getting waste as it is unobtainable in 
Australia, and as no substitute can 
be found the sponge cloths have been 
given out. We have requested that 
an allowance of soap be given out 
so that these cloths can be cleaned, 
and he has promised to go into the 
matter and see what can be done. 

THE INSURANCE QUESTION. 
Communications from several mein-

hers have been received with regard 
to being called upon to reinsure on 
account of now receiving 13/- per day, 
while others getting the same rate 
have been exempted. The Commis-
sioners state that they have looked 
into thc cases, and each has been de-
cided upon its merits on the informa-
tion supplied, and they are not pre-
pared to vary their decision unless 
fresh information is given of a con-
vincing nature. Members who were 
dismissed at the time of the 1903 
strike and afterwards reinstated, have 
also been called upon to send in their 
policies in insurance after a lapse, in 
some cases, of more than ten years. 
It has been pointed out that this. will 
mean a hardship to men who are now 
advanced in years, and in some cases 
the taking out of a fresh policy at a 
very high premium, and the depart-
men has been asked to reconsider the 
matter. 

The reply is that the papers re-
lating to the question were inadver-
tently filed, and having been now 
found, it has been disclosed that the 
provisions of the Act with regard to 
insurance have not been complied 
with, and the policies which were de-
livered up to the men on being dis-
missed must now be handed back, and 
the premiums will be deducted from 
the pay of the employees concerned the 
same as other permanent employees who 
entered the Departmf nt !.ince 1903. 

OURSELVES. 
It is hoped to be able to improve 

our paper as we go along, and with 
the support of the members them-
selves it should become a valuable 
organ of interest, education and in-
formation, as well as a champion for 
the rights and principles for which 
we stand. lt does not pretend to be 
colourless as to its policy as those 
charged with the conduct of, and re-
sponsibility for, the Association's 
affairs in these strenuous times con-
sider that it is necessary to have a 
definite aim and a declared policy-. 
The policy of those who have been 
elected to the executive as your re-
presentatives is frankly democratic, 
and in full sympathy with the ideals  

of "Labor," which they believe to be 
in the best interests of the working-
class to which we belong, as well as 
to those of the whole people of the 
Commonwealth. It is felt by them 
that that view broadly represents at 
least 90 per cent. of the total strength 
of the Victorian Division, and if the 
executive is wrong in that belief, then 
it can be best demonstrated through 
the medium of the ballot-box at the 
annual elections. 

STOP, LOOK, LISTEN! 
Senator Needham is a native of 

Lancashire, and was at one time pre-
sident of the Amalgamated Shipyard 
Helpers' Association on the Clyde. 
He came to Fremantle, W.A.. in 19or, 
intending to stay three years He got 
a job quarrying stone fol. the Fre-
mantle Eiarbour, and was soon after-
wards a boilermakers' assistant in the 
railway service. He left that upon 
being elected as Labour representative 
in the W.A. Parliament, defeating the 
Mayor of the town by 28 votes in 
June, 19a.t. After about 16 months 
the Parliament was dissolved, and 
Needham and seven other Labourites 
were defeated. He then went back 
to manual work near the new Fre-
mantle railway station, which he had 
been instrumental in securing for the 
electorate. The wages of the men 
vvere threatened, but Needham organ-
ised resistance, and was successful. 
But he was allowed ten minutes to 
clear out, and left after assuring the 
men he did not want them to go on 
strike on his account. He could not 
get another job at manual labour, and 
became an insurance agent and again 
a candidate for the State Parliament, 
but was again defeated. In the sante 
year he was chosen to contest the 
Senate with Senator Pearce and 
Senator Lynch. He was elected, and 
is at present a Labour Party whip. 
He started work when 12 years of 
age, having run away from home to 
work in a coal mine. 

Rats are a pest whether -r. a wheat 
stack or in Parliament House. Such 
vermin should be externfnated. 

A cable dated March 2nd states 
"that serious armed conflicts between 
railway employees on st,ike and 
troops have occurred in Argentine." 
Some strikers were killed and many 
wounded. Poor fellows. Be sure they 
suffered for some principle. 

The great victory of the Queens-
land Labor Party on the. 15th March 
is a splendid achievement for demo-
cracy. 

Why is a train contagious? 
Because people ,catch it at every 

station. 
—"Santa Fe Magazine." 
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A Pleasant Sunday Afternoon 
AT THE CENTRAL BRANCH 

MEETING. 

RECOLLECTIONS OF 1907. 

Then Arthur J., with it bonnet for 
both sides, without favour, 

Instruction schools and book of 
rules, comes forward with a saver, 

A "constitutional" light throws upon 
the whole proposal, 

"We should a ballot then impose, as 
every man here knows well." 

What is the use of that, says big 
J.B., what e'er you call it, 

The safe shrewd men won't care a fig, 
they'll say it's a "bluff ballot;" 

Let's all resign, and then we'll fine 
the members each a shilling, 

And give ourselves a "good night .out" 
provided all are willing. 

The rank and file their time beguile 
in listening unto reason, 

And funny jokes from some old 
blokes whose words are out of 
season; 

One lights a fag, begins to brag 'bout 
how he fired nine-twenty, 

The driver bored, the fireman snored, 
and still had steam "a plenty." 

He fired her "up," he fired her 
"down," he fired her "light" and 
"thickly," 

Into the hole lie fired the coal until 
she blew off quickly; 

Just then the table rapped again, the 
. Chairman called for order, 

Now, mates, behave like "safe, sound 
men," don't make my hard lot 
harder. 

And now uprose a:figure stout, whose 
weight was close on twenty 

Hundredweight or thereabout, said 
without more comment, he 

Would beg to move that this goes on 
(with great deliberation) 

to the "Central" Executive for more 
consideration. 

The Chairman gasped and looked 
again, he'd one time had a 
notion 

That meetings could be "speeded up" 
without any commotion; 

He ruled it in, he ruled it out, he 
quoted rules and bye-laws; 

He waved his rule-book all about, he 
called the members outlaws. 

Then Jimmy S. and Freddie C. said 
they would sue for "libel" 

The Chairman or the great J.G.—they 
swore it on the Bible; 

The members rose immediately and 
split themselves in sections; 

S.S., R. Mac., G.B., Val. C., they all 
exchanged affections. 

Then Billy L. and B.M.V., H. and 
Henri Caree, 

All stood on chairs and talked in 
pairs, or swore with words 
contrary, 

They never would attend again, no 
never—till next Sunday, 

This "safe-shrewd," "red-rag" tommy 
rot would have to keep till 
Monday. 

He watched the minute-book record 
the tale of boil and bubble, 

The Secretary, without a word, 
recorded all the trouble; 

It seemed like Hell let loose, or, 
worse, a "main line" .on a 
"Yankee"— 

lipon them all there seemed a curse, 
the whole darned lot seemed 
cranky. 

They "moved," they "seconded," they 
rose to every point of order; 

They quoted poetry and prose, the-, spat on the recorder; 
They argued, fought, and fought again, and even threw the spitoon At Alick E., who, all in vain, was 

trying to sketch a cartoon. 

The room began to move around, the 
"language" it was shocking, 

The Chairman's scat it made a bound 
the very Hall was rocking; 

The member's "red rag,' "safe 
shrewd," all talked louder than 
spring thunder— 

They all seemed rolled into a ball, and could not split asunder. 
The President now spoke again, 

appealed for peace and quiet, 
With words well meant and look of 

pain he tried to quell the riot; 
The noise calmed down, the room 

grew still, the members heard his 
words fair— 

The Chairman woke! lie looked quite ill, he'd only had "a nightmare." 

—COWCATCHER. 

OBITUARY. 

EGGLESTONE.—It is with regret 
that we have to record the death of 
Comrade Frank Egglestone, which 
occurred on the i7th inst., after an 
illness lasting a couple of months. 

Our late comrade took ill while at 
work when just about to sign off duty, 
and as serious developments occurred 
medical advice was obtained. After 
being laid aside a little while he 
showed signs of improvement, and his 
friends hoped to see him back again 
at work, but the rally' was not sus-
tained, and it was found that lie was 
suffering from the effects of a clot of 
blood on the brain, and he gradually 
sank till death culminated. Frank will 
be greatly missed by his many friends 
and comrades of the footplate, his 
kindly spirit and cheery manner hav-
ing endeared him to all. 

He was born at Creswick in June, 
1868, and entered the service in 1888, 
and would have completed 3o years' 
service in August next. He leaves a 
wife, four daughters, Mrs. W. 
Doherty, Vera, Queenie, and Florrie, 
and one son, Frank, to whom the 
sympathy and condolence of members 
is extended. 

"THE CHAIRMAN'S DREAM " 

Come on, now boys, give me the text 
of items for next Journal." 

And if not late on Sunday next, I'll 
quell the rows internal; 

On points. of order I am staunch, and 
though there have been greater 

Chairmen of the Central Branch, I am 
"no small pertater." 

There's B.B.D., "in his mind's eye," 
sees visions of what's coming, 

And A.S.D., in keynote high, 'dis- 
cordant notes" sends humming; 

And H.J.H., a leading light, under 
"strict observation,' 

With pen in hand and keen insight 
records the conversation. 

And great J.G., with pleasant smile, 
will raise a point of order, 

And then sit down and wait awhile 
till things are on the border 

Of biff and bash; he held the cash, and 
therefore did not care, men. 

He'd "personal opinion" smash with, 
now, "when I was Chairman." 

I "ruled the roost," and no one used 
to set a bad example, 

Or dared look sad, or wild, or bad, 
or I'd let loose a sample 

Of brainwork quick and sound logic, 
and with a stern demeanour, 

Would glare at them and say Ahem! 
then laugh like a "hyena.' 

Well, Morris Q. (whose blood is blue) 
would speak unto the motion, 

And he would state, or else orate, 
that he liad got a notion 

That things were going quite too far 
and needed opposition, 

And "safe, sound men" would have to 
bar the road to dark perdition. 

And then Charles Kay, who is no 
jay, would second the amendment, 

With good hard fact and lots of "tact," 
would say with words offhand 
meant - 

To bang the motion good and hard 
and knock it simply rotten, 

Would point out how in his regard 
the joke was ill-begotten. 

Well, said F.P., he could not see, 
though "always due respectful," 

I say, with all simplicity, a man would 
have his neckfull 

To vote for that, nnd in the fat cast the 
Association, 

These "red rag" jokes, I say, emphat-
ically mean damnation. 

Then Doctor from the seaside would 
arise ter the occasion, 

With logic sound would look around 
and offer some persuasion. 

To everyone under the sun to go in 
for 'nixed bathing, 

Into the sea, not disagree and offer 
words so scathing. 
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QUESTION BOX. 
(By A. J. Jones). 

W.B. would like to ask through 
your "Question Box," "How would 
you know that you had your train 
under control." 

Answer.—By taking into account 
the weight and speed of train; the 
grade and rail conditions, and 
against these factors considering the 
air pressure as shown by black hand 
on gauge; the number of vehicles 
on which brake is operative, as noti-
fied by train examiner; knowledge 
that- hose pipe taps are all open, as 
shown bv terminal test; and by re-
membering the effectiveness of brake 
when last applied.. 

S.J. asks.—Is there not some like-
lihood of damage being caused by 
the "one reduction" method of stop-
Ping suburban trains as recom-
mended by the Department? 

Answer.—With the improved triple 
valve the regulating valve closes as 
soon as a moderate pressure is in 
brake cyl. The air is then controlled 
hY the small finishing port, which 
;will prevent shock or damage. There 
is more liability to cause damage 
both by sliding wheels and other-
:wise if the brake force is increased 
immediately before stopping, be-
cause the co-efficient of friction is 
then higher than it was when the 
sPéed was high. Friction is the re-
sistence that tends to stop one body 
moving on another. The co-efficient 
of friction is the ratio of the force 
required to move one body to the 
force with which the other body 
presses against it. Suppose that at 
a certain speed the co-efficient of 
friction is one-fifth, this means that 
for every five pounds pressing the 
brake block against the wheel a force 
of one pound would be sufficient to 
ttirn the wheel. 

W.S. would like to know "Is a 
driver justified in going Outside the 
home signal without the "staff" for 
shunting purposes?" 

Answer.—Yes; providing he has 
the permission of the signalman 
either by the fixed signal being 
lowered at Dandenong), or when 
there is no fixed signal, verbal in-
structions, in which case driver 
rnust make sure whether signalman 
means the line to be fouled inside or 
outside the home signal. This ap-
plies to electric staff or tablet, train 
staff and ticket, and double line 
working. At Brooklyn "B" the sig-
nalman's permission may be con-
veyed through the leading shunter 
or yard foreman. 

The Eight Hours' Movement. 
AN APPEAL TO METROPOLITAN 

MEMBERS. 

As most members are aware, the 
Eight Hours' Anniversary Committee 
has now to carry out the demonstra-
tion without the aid of the finances 
previously assured to them through 
the conduct of the Art Union. So far 
the display has not suffered greatly 
as a. consequence, but this has been 
due to a number of the Unions (the 
majority in fact) hayiug guaranteed 
the sale of a certain number of tickets 
for the Eight Hours' sports and fete. 
Owing to the bad times that have fol-
lowed upon the recent disastrous in-
dustrial upheaval many of the larger 
Unions are not in such a -,trong posi-
tion to guarantee the sale of tickets 
as formerly, and we have been asked 
to join in the eff6rt to continue the 
movement without any diminution of 
its glory. The Executtve has decided 
to guarantee the sale of £m worth 
of tickets (2oo), and they will be on 
sale from members of the Executive, 
and all are asked to spend at least 
one shilling in the cause. It is re-
cognised of course that it is a very 
difficult matter for many of our mem-
bers to attend, but the ticket can be 
made use of by some member of the 
family or a friend, and those who 
take one will have the satisfaction of 
knowing that they have done their 
duty in a great cause, a cause for 
which their forefathers ,.nade many 
sacrifices. The Executive feels that 
a far better response can be made by 
the members in making a display that 
would do credit to the organisation 
and themselves. In New South Wales 
the display made by the I ocomotive 
Enginemen is always a feature of the 
procession which is looked forward to 
by the public. 

There is room for a. spirit of en-
thusiasm and the creative faculty in 
our members in this respect, and the 
Executive makes the appeal to mem-
bers in the Metropolis to come along 
on the 22nd April next and help to 
show that the Locomotive men of 
Victoria are not behind their fellows 
in appreciating and living tm to the 
Eight Hours' movement. 

Special trains will be run from 
Geelong, and we are hopeful of seeing 
a number of men from the "Pivot" 
walking behind the banner in the 
march. The number of the stand will 
be made known as early as possible, 
to keep your eye'open for the posters, 
and roll up in force and enthusiasm 
to help the great movement along. 

-- 

Knicker: "Folks arc queer." 
Bocker: "Yes; the ones who stop 

look, and listen at a keyhole won't do 
it at a railroad crossing." 

New York "Sun." 

SPARKS. 
Some of our members are under 

the impression that the price of "The 
Footplate" is sixpence per copy. 
This is not so; the price is sixpence 
per quarter, or two shillings yearly, 
as shown on the cover. 

Mr. Lorimer states "That many 
local matters at country depots could 
be satisfactorily dealt with if they 
were brought under the notice of the 
district R.S.I., failing a satisfactory 
reply from the foreman." Where 
this is possible and the arrangements 
do not conflict with the working of 
other sheds, it should be availed of. 

After considerable agitation tests 
have been made in the Elphinstone 
tunnel. These have proved that the 
gases and temperature are as bad as 
stated. The Department offers re-
lief by proposing to put side cur-
tains on the engines. These may 
keep out the gases, also any fresh 
air that might be available. What 
about providing the crvw with two gas 
masks, and a supply of oxygen? 

The amendment moved at the mass 
meeting of railwaymen last month 
threatening direct action was not 
suggested by the officials, but came 
spontaneously from the ranks. It 
caused considerable enthusiasm, and 
was cheered to the echo. This goes 
to show the state of mind prevailing 
in the service. It is the smoke from 
the smouldering fires. 

Messrs. Gault (Vice-President) and 
Collins "(Treasurer), H. J. Higgs and 
W. Preece, have been appointed to re-
present this Union on the Eight Hours 
Commiree. 

The 22nd April is Eight Hours 
Day. Roll up in force, and march be-
hind your banner. In past years 
our nnister has been poor, but not-
withstanding that it is a busy day for 
the loco. a larger attendance is pos-
sible. 

Is there a bra.nch of the A.L.P. 
(Australian Labor Party) in your diS-
trict? Of course there is! Then join 
it. Supporting labor at the polls 
does not make you a member. Your 
assistance is required. 

Keen disappointment has been ex-
pressed by aIl our branches at the 
action of the Bowser Government. 
There is a strong desire for Federal 
arbitration. 

There seems to be little chance at 
present of getting levers and rods at-
tached to short turn-tables to obviate 
the dangerous necessity of getting 
underneath to push in the pins. 
When we come to think of it, it is a 
wise move on the department's part 
to see our lives arc insured. 
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If you know any members who are 

not taking "The Footplate" urge 
them to do—so. It's up to you, and 
it's up to them. 

The dilapitated state of our en-
gines is beyond the power of words 
to express. Dirty and in a state of 
disrepair, the result is that after a 
shift enginemen also are in much the 
same state. Economy calls for 
cleaners and fitters to prevent de-
terioration of machinery. 

A meeting of railwaymen in thc 
Essendon electorate recently held a 
meeting at which Ryan, M.L.A., ex-
Laborite of S.A., now Nationalist 
member for Essendon, was present. 
The chairman said "Mr. Ryan's reply 
was the most ambiguous he ever 
heard." The report of the meeting 
made it clear that little encoxrage-
ment is expected in that quarter. 

We are protesting against the prac-
tice of one man in charge of an en-
gine shunting, as at the truck shops, 
and Newport shops yard. Long strings 
of trucks, with full crew of shunters, 
are sometimes worked. These little 
habits have a knack of growing. 

A complimentary ticket has been 
received for a representative to at-
tend the Queensland Annual Con-
ference. Treasurer Mr. C. Collins 
will attend as Victlrian delegate. 

Our total niembership to date is ap-
proximately 25oo. As soon as they 
make up their mind to become abso-
lutely solid and united in every de-
tail, then and not till then, the loco. 
will get a fair deal. Can't you realise 
it? 

It is announced that a special draft 
of reinforcements for the railway 
unit is to be formed. 

— 

Who are the nine drivers in the 
Central branch who are more than £i 
in arrears? 

And who arc the six firernen in the 
same branch who are also afflicted 
with:—"I'll see you again," or "I'll 
make a start, next pay day," who owe 
a like amount? 

Last general meeting mention was 
made of several unfinancial members, 
and discussion took place regarding 
the position of these members. Be 
men, and pay up your contributions 
and become financial again, and show 
that you are men and Unionists still. 

The management of "The Foot-
plate" desire to thank all friends and 
supporters for their kindly criticism 
of the first issue. They will not resent 
criticism of an adverse character pro-
viding- it is constructive. 

The world will truly progress when 
Labor is master of all it produces. 

Hostler Mat Larkins, Ge(long, who 
was badly sCaled about th,-; face when 
filling a lubricator, which was not 
properly shut off, is on the mend, and 
hopes to soon be able to return to 
work. 

Owing to the conservative Geelong 
City Council haying refused the 
Trades Hall a separate day to Mel-
bourne for Eight Hours' Day, the 
Trades Hall is running two special 

•trains from Geelong to Melbourne. 
It is to be hoped all railwaymen will 
patronise these trains if they go to 
Melbourne on that day. 

Who is the suburban cli-iver at a 
"toney" outstation who blows off gas 
about Unionism at Flinders-street, 
but forgets to pay his Union dues? 

Comrades, his mate is qaite as good 
a Unionist, but—more quiet 

Are you SAVED industrially? If 
not visit the Loco. Hall second Sun-
day in each month. 

We regret that, owing to sonae un-
known reason, some subscribers did 
not receive the February issue. We 
are of opinion that the fault lies with 
the Postal Department. We trust this 
will not occur again. 

Who is the driver at North Mel-
bourne that the Association rendered 
yeoman service to, and who, in re-
turn, forgot all about his payments? 

"Economy" is in the air, and the 
enginemen are students of it. "Econ-
omy" is brought about through short-
age of "waste." 

The tip given in last issue that the 
Bowser Government would not prove 
a "Wynner" in the Economy Steeple-
chase was a good one. It tell at the 
"Board" fence while passing the poli-
tical abbatoirs, and is now due for a 
political rest. Let us hope it will bc 
a long- one. 

Senator Fcrricks has compiled an 
interesting table of the sittings of the 
Federal Parliament for the last 31 
months during the Prime Ministership 
of W. M. Hughes:— 
Parliament was in recess..24 months 
Parliament sat .. 	 7 months 

Total .. 	 31 months 
Salaries—To 27 months' :Min- 

isterial salaries at £13,550 
per year .. 	 £30,712 

To four months' Ministerial 
salaries at £15,3oo per 

To 31 months' salary, 
members, House of Repre-
sentatives, at £600 per 
year .. 	 £116,25o 

To 31 months' salary, 36 
Senators, at £600 per year £55,800 

Total .. 	.. • . 	£207,862 

As Parliament hardly ever sits more 
than four days per week, the actual 
tinte of sitting works out at four 
months. Four months' work! Thirty-
one months' pay! 

The "Age," ccnneninting on the 
present Federal Government, says 
(19/2/18):—"This Government has 
failed. It has not managed Australia 
as a country at war. It includes dull 
political clods who would doubtless 
do something worth while if they 
could only get the inspiration; but in 
the midst of a hundred g-reat tasks, 
all screaming for attention, they do 
not know what to do. 

A great war leaves a country with 
three armies. - An army of cripples, 
an army of mourners, and an army- of 
thieves.—German proverb. 

Recently a returned soldiar applied 
to the Footscray Council for the sole 
right to collect bottles, rags, and glass 
at the Council's tip. No action was 
taken, as other returned men were 
trying to gain a livelihood by the 
same means. It was thought unwise 
to create a monopoly. Is this repat-
riation? 

The past but a dream of hell, the 
present but a realisation of hell, the 
future an anticipation of more hell. 
This is life for the average worker 
under capitalism. Socialism will abol-
ish hell on earth. 

The fact that the Liberals and the 
Tories in England have fused together 
is a good indication that the Labor 
Party must be getting formidable. 

Fatal Accident to L.H. 
Shunter E. Hickey 

c regret to have to tecord the 
death of Mr. E. Hickey, who was 
killed on Saturday, the oth inst., 
while in charge of a pilot shunting in 
the new yard, North Melbourne. The 
accident which caused such serious in-
juries that death followed a few hours 
later is just one more illustration of 
the dangerous nature of a shunter'§ 
work. Enginemen see mere of this 
perhaps than even the shgnters them-
selves, and many a narrow escape is 
witnessed by the man on the "foot-
plate." 

Comrade Hickey was well known to 
Melbourne engineinen, but had been 
away some little time ago on six 
months' leave to Queensland, of 
which State he had a high opinion. 
He will be missed by enginetnen and 
his fellow shunters, amongst whom 
he was a study worker foi his Union, 
the "V.R.U." and one whc did his 
part to try and better conditions. His 
death is one more sacrifice to the 
modern Moloch of "High Speed" and 
his henchinan, "Low Wages." 

£5,too. 
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