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Cleanliness  Comfort  Good Orchestra 	Perfect Pictures  

6  

Our Programs may be  
equalled but  

Cannot be Beaten.  

UNITED WE STAND  
DIVIDED WE FALL.  

UNIONISTS, you know what the above  
means. Whether you are in the Railway  
Service or any other calling, UNIONISM  
and all it stands for deserves your  
UNITED SUPPORT. If you do not give  
it, then' you are helping the other side and  
all it stands for, i.e., Cheap Labour and  
Sweated Conditions. We have fought  
hard in the Arbitration Court for what  
we have got, help us to keep it.  

Never in the history of Australia has  
the necessity • for Unity been greater.  
So pass the word to the boys and your  
families to  

Support The Loco.  

PROGRAMME CHANGED TWICE WEEKLY.  

Victoria Street, NORTH MELBOURNE.  
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ZI Nnu#pla#r.  
"They are slaves who will not dare 
All wrongs to right, 
All rights to share." 

ìi^i^a^iZi3ii ^(-7•i^l^7iíìi3ii^iiiil7i^i,^i3tf.iíji{ill 

MANAGERIAL NOTES.  

" The Footplate " is published  
monthly.  

All branch secretaries and executive  

officers are empowered to act as  

agents for this journal. Hand your  
contributions, name and address to  
them. We do the rest.  

All communications to be addressed  
to the Editor, C. T. Franklin, Loco.  
Hall, Victoria-st., North Melbourne.  
Telephone: Central, 10,235.  

Correspondents must attach their  
names and addresses, not necessarily  
for publication. No matter of a per-
sonal character will be published.  

Literary.—Contributions to be in  
not later than the 18th of each month.  
Branch reports should be in hands of  
Editor as soon as possible after the  
monthly meeting. Write on one side 

 

of paper only.  

^ffi3tifiiil afnti;ĉ?teaaaí.if3rlhiì,5ialPea  

INTRODUCTION.  
i ial,i1Z3fi RafRffii, aaifariRa3ai,ial3í3i1ir 1  

This little journal sees the light of  
-day during troubloús and difficult  
times. Like a child of the worker, it  
needs must be hardy to survive and  
fend for itself at an early age. Born  
of an inspiration to improve the lot of  
those it represents, it demands the as-
sistance and support of these in re-
turn. Loco. enginemen of Victoria,  
this is your paper. Its fight is your . 

fight. Its objects are to improve your  

lot, to maintain a constant defensive  

against those who are opposed to you;  

to provide you with an opportunity of  
expressing your views; to exchange  
opinions. In its columns you will find  
a detailed account 'of your Union busi-
ness and the progress made; a record  
of those numerous unofficial happen-
ings in connection with our daily in-
dustrial life. Suggestions will from  
time to time be offered by those  
placed in office by you in order that  
we may pull together and use our col-
lective weight to the best advantage.  

From an educational standpoint, this  
journal will 'strive to " deliver the  
go " A question box is provided,  

and will be in charge of an able in-
structor. In the economic and politi-
cal sphere interest will be shown and  
valuable information will be provided  
for readers. Above all, it is desired  
that in its humble, though sincere,  
way " The Footplate " will play its  
part in the great working-class move-
ment by stimulating interest on the 

 

part of our members, bring us to a  
better understanding of each other's  
characteristics and temperaments, and 

 

so enable us to work with greater har- 
mony and unity in the great fight for 
industrial freedom. If the above ob-
jects are achieved, " The Footplate "  

will, indeed, be worthy of our organi-
sation and our pride. If at any time  
You should feel tempted to criticise 

 " The Footplate " or its policy, do so  
through its columns, and let us have  
your suggested improveiiments. Only  
in this way can virility be maintained.  
In conclusion, we desire members to  
keep their subscriptions paid up and  
see that they receive their paper regu-
larly. Send along any items of news,  
popularise this little champion of your  
rights. " The Footplate " is a small  
paper, and is not out looking for fight, 

 

but, if necessary, it is prepared to take 
 

on a journal twice its size.  

EDITOR.  

DEMOCRACY'S DAY OUT.  
iläiii'dtaî^íAfllijlajPiiîa^f^aiiiAi^tjFi.^tij ►iìei^{ 

We cannot let this first issue of 
" The Footplate " go to press without 
commenting upon the recent glorious 
achievement of the democracy of Aus-
tralia. On the loth December, 1917, 
as on the 28th October, 1916, the peo-
ple of this Commonwealth spoke their 
mind in relation to militarism. It was 
an historical day, one which will be re-
corded in the future as the turning  
point in mankind's adherence to the 
methods of force. It was the first oc-
casion on which a people were asked  
their opinion regarding compulsory 
methods of warfare. The result makes 
it evident that if war depended on the 
votes of the peonies it would never be 
entered upon. The military caste and 
their bloody implements of murder 
would cease to exist. Australia, 
though the youngest of the nations, 
has shown the way to perpetual peace. 
Ask the people of the warring nations 
do they wish to continue? Ask the 
peoples of the Central Powers. Do 
you think they do it for pastime? No, 
they are helplessly in it because they  
are forced by a clique of military 
despots, who, in turn, serve the inter-
ests of those ghouls of society who 
live to exploit the rest of humanity. 
This is the present unholy system  
supported by glib-tongued, insincere  
politicians; blood-lustful conscrip-
tionist clergymen, who are as far re-
moved from the Prince of Peace as 
Satan himself; military junkers of a  

virulent type, and `flag-wagging war-
riors with commercial interests. 

 

Thanks to the people of Australia, 
 

who, against great odds, put the first 
 

spike in the wheel of the chariot of  
Mars, and thanks to the workmen and 
soldiers of Russia, who have also, but 
by a different method—not having the 

 same opportunities as we have wòn  for ourselves—freed themselves from 
the supreme tyranny which has for  
ages overshadowed the progress and  
happiness of men. Well done, Aus-
tralia! As in the words of Walter 
Thomas Mills when lecturing through-
out Australia: " AustraIia leads the 
world, and she is leading it to some 
purpose, because she is going some-
where by herself." Will others fol-
low?" 

C.F.  

STOP, LOOK,  LISTEN!  
ißf iisiidta3(í7i 	81131(:iaíßa3iykaaiRi,3iRiXafiti33aí7iìii  

(Contributed.) 

A movement has been inaugurated 
at Yass, N.S.W., to form an Anti-Mil- 
lions' Club. The object is to place the 
cost of  the Government on to our mil-
lionaires.  

The London " Times " has pub-
lished a letter from Sir Douglas Owen 

 

advocating the introduction into the 
 

Northern Territory of Indian labor 
 

under Australian officers.  

The religion and the culture which 
 

demands riches and blazonry, while  
vice and misery are at their side, are 
like painted harlots, hiding their de-
baucheries with rouge and their shame 
with satin and spices—Walt. Whit-
man.  

The class war never ceases. Every 
 

hour of the day and night the enemies 
 

of the workers are busy. Only by the 
 

greatest vigilance and the most per-
sistent effort are they held in check.—
H. E.B., in Sydney " Worker." 

Strange, though the doctors are on 
'strike there is a total absence of the 

 

vindictive vituperative slanders 
usually hurled by the capitalist press 
at the coalies, wharfies, etc., when 
they venture to cease work for a rise  
in pay, and the uncharitable criticism 
of their own class by that so-called 
right-thinking, satisfied section of the 
workers is not directed at the strikers 
in this instance. 	But, then, this is 
quite a respectable strike. 	Oh, the  
hypocrisy of it all.  

We have been told that this is a 
 

war to end war. But Mars will not•be 
the only god to go. One other at 
least will perish with him. Mercury, 
god of commerce and of thieves, thy 
days are numbered! — H.E.B., in 

Worker." 
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OFFICERS: 

President: B. B. Deveney. 

Vice-President: J. Gault. 
Treasurer ' :, W. C. Collins. 
Acting Gée,41 Secretary: 

A. S.'Akeford. 

Exectifrve 

Messrs. G. Churchill, H. J. Higgs, 
J. Reed, H. Considine, W. Preece, C. 
H. Morrison, R. Ellis, C. Rhodes, F. 
Croft, H.  E. Reilly, W. Lewis, F. Pal-
mer, C. J. Franklin, J. Sullivan. 

Branch Secretaries: 

Central—H. J. Higgs, 48 Bangalore-
st., Kensington. 

Ararat—A. Finch, cr. Moore and 
Queen sts., Ararat. 

Ballarat—W. T. Clark, 2 Nunn-st., 
Ballarat East. 

Benalla—E. Mitchell, Crammond-st., 
Benalla. 

Bendigo—W. L. Hosking, "Gwennap," 
Thistle-st., Bendigo. 

Dimboola—J. Duggan, near Railway 
Station, Dimboola. 

Geelong—B. Baxter, 524 Upper Wel-
ler-st., Geelong West.. 

Korumburra.—L. Datson, Bourke-street 
Korumburra. 

Maryborough—J- Charles, Argyle-st., 
East Maryborough. 

Seymour—T, S. Pearce, " Roselea," 
Oak-st., Seymour. 

Stawell—J. A. Rowlands, Jennings-st., 
Stawell. 

Traralgon—H. 	Oxley, Henry-st., 
Traralgon. 

Wonthaggi—M. W. Darcy, Campbell-
st., Wonthaggi. 

Preinter T. J. Ryan, B.A., LL.B., of 
Queensland, is a Victorian native. 
He was born at Port Fairy on the ist 
July, 1876. He was educated at St. 
Francis Xavier's College, Kew; South 
Melbourne College and Melbourne 
University. He has proved himself 
to be a very successful lawyer. A 
contemporary says of him, "He is a 
politician whom the Hughes faction 
quake under. He is the enemy of 
Czardom whether in Australia or 
Russia. He is the bete noir of the 
beef barons, mining magnates, food 
exploiting monarchs, trust kings, in-
surance bosses, and landlord despots." 
We are likely to hear a great deal 
more of T.  J.  Ryan in the near future 
in circles which have a wider scope 
than State politics.  

aid1101pItl101 

MONTH BY MONTH. 
C8:8:8:8:000 

Repudiation for Rail- 
way Men. 

The announcement in the columns 
of the daily Press that the Bowser 
Government, as part of its policy of 
economy, has decided to reduce the 
amount of £200,000 set aside by the 
Peacock Government to meet the re-
commendations of the Railways Clas-
sification Board, by half, plus £ t6,000, 
the amount required to meet the an-
nual increments under the existing 
classification, comes as a complete 
surprise and severe shock to railway-
men throughout th" service. 7 he posi-
tion of railwaymen to-day is that of 
those who have become victims wil-
lingly or unwillingly of a confidence 
trick. 

As the presentation of the case for 
the various sections of the Service 
progressed, it became apparent that 
the sum of £ too,000, at first men-
tioned as that likely to be necessary 
to meet the recommendations of the 
Board, would be quite inadequate to 
meet with justice. the claims of the 
men, and it was raised to £200,000 by 
the Government, which brought the 
Board into existence, assisted by the 
support of many of the followers of 
the Bowser Government and members 
of the present Government itself. It 
is hardly necessary to say that the 
employees never asked for the Classi-
fication Board. What was wanted 
then, and now, by the railway men of 
Victoria was an Arbitration Court, 
whose decisions would not be subject 
to the whims and caprices of Govern-
ments that come and go, but which 
would hear their claims and adjudi-
cate upon them without regard to the 
biassed claims of a pampered Press, 
whose privileges give it a passion for 
power, which, if realised, would en- 
able it to assume the role of  dictator, 

 of a reflector, of public 
opinion. 

A Fourpenny Rise. 

It requires but a very brief calcula-
tion to show that it would take noth-
ing less than £145,000 per annum to 
pay a 6d. per day rise to the 58,600 
employees mentioned in the Bowser 
Policy Speech in the House of As-
sembly, so that it is evident that the 
Government of the day does not con-
template having to meet more than 
an average rise of fourpence per day 
per man, and this at a time when the 
lower paid employees are having a 
veritable struggle 'for existence, and 
have been anxiously awaiting, and 
even looking forward to, the an-
nouncement of the Classification 
Board's recommendations. At a 
time, too, when any intelligent student  

of industrial affairs knows that rates 
of pay here are in nearly all cases 
lower than that of' railway employees 
in States where the work is covered 
by Arbitration Court awards, and in 
some cases (as an instance, our own 
calling) are - shillings per day lower. 
The amount provided for on the Gov-
ernment (Bowser) estimate could not 
well be lower, an average of a paltry 
4d. per day, at a time when everybody 
who has any knowledge at all of prac-
tical instead of theoretical house-
keeping knows well that sum will not 
go a tithe of the way towards meeting 
the increased cost of all-round living 
expenditure, and there is not a railway 
man who has had experience of Union 
matters but knows well that the sum 
could have been obtained through the 
ordinary and well-worn channel of 
representation to the Commissioners. 

Miserly, Parsimonious and 
Hypocritical. 

The State of Victoria has for years 
past gained and deserved an  unenvi-
able record for its parsimonious, 
miserly and hypocritical treatment of 
its employees. Parsimonious because 
of the fact that the conditions under 
which they work are in the majority 
of cases worse than elsewhere; miser-
ly, because of the fact that they have 
been paid rates of pay that are lower 
than those given by other State Gov-
ernments for similar trades and call-
ings; hypocritical, because the Gov-
ernments have not been willing to al-
low the rates of pay and conditions of 
work which have been the cause of so 
much dissatisfaction in the service to 
be arbitrated upon by an independent 
authority, such as as has been pre-
scribed by laws for which the said 
Government have been responsible for 
others to observe. The 6d. per day 
war allowance for men earning less 
than tos. per day has proved also 
totally inadequate to meet the case, 
apart altogether from the fact that 
wages are generally lower here, even 
with the allowance thrown in. In 
'Western Australia and New Zealand 
allowances of is. per day have been 
granted to cover war increases, and, 
heaven knows they are wanted! The 
men here, after having agitated for 
similar rights as are enjoyed by citi-
zens outside the Service, after having 
been publicly commended for their 
practical loyalty and their general as-
sistance in patriotic affairs, were given 
something they did not want, and 
never asked for, and that was not 
good enough for outside workers 

A Great Advance" (?) 

It was an inferior and unfair substitute -

for the Wages Board system, and ac-
cording to the then leaders of the 
Government, a "great advance " on 
anything that the railway workers had 
previously had. After a sustained agi -

tation covering a lengthy period, dur-
ing which a section of the generally 

THE FEDERATED RAILWAY 
LOCOMOTIVE ENGIN E-
DRIVERS' ASSOCIATION OF 
AUSTRALIA. 

Victorian Division. 
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hostile " daily Press " admitted that 
there was justice in our claim for ar-
bitration, pains' were taken to obtain 
the feeling of the railwaymen on the 
position, and it was decided to give 
the Government's proposal a trial al-
though they satisfied nobody but the 
Government. At considerable ex-
pense, time, and trouble, the Unions 
prepared and presented cases to the 
Board, and tneir presentation revealed 
that something would have to be 
done, and the £ too,000 originally set 
down was extended to £200,000 to be 
ready to meet the Board's probable 
recommendations. Now we find that 
the Government have decided to re-
duce its predecessor's provision (to 
ineet the Board's recommendations) 
by half. No doubt it will be said that 
this is not a mandate for the Board 
to reduce the recommendations, but it 
may be taken as a fair indication of 
how those recommendations will be 
met should they exceed the £ too,000 
set down. We have been told by the 
Commissioners that the decisions of 
the Board would be untrammelled. 
we have accepted that statement, and 
have with what patience could be mas-
tered under the trying conditions pre-
vailing for most of us, awaited the 
verdict, and we cannot help thinking 
as men of ordinary common-sense 
that the verdict, which is subject to re-
view by the Government which has 
itself reduced the estimate, has been 
virtual ly decided upon by it before it is an 
pounced. If the. payments are to be 
confined only to the lower paid men, 
what was the use of wasting the time 
and money of the Unions in putting the 
case for men Vetting more than £3 
par week before the Board? 

Parliament in Favour. 

It is, however, not one of those 
matters on which it is advisable to sit 
down and wait. There was a majority 
of members in the previous Parlia-
ment in favour of giving the Classifi-
cation Board a trial. We were pot will-
ing, but were forced to do se. Many of the 
present members of Parliament were 
in the last Parliament, and many of 
our readers are their constituents. 
The member for your electorate 
should be seen as early as possible 
and the matter put before him from 
your point of view. Either the Boards 
should be abolished or an independent 
tribunal substituted, with power to 
date its decisions from ist April last, 
or the present Board should be al-
lowed to give its decisions untram-
melled by any reductions of estimates. 
The faith of the employees in the 
power of the Board to give an un-
tramelled decision must be greatly 
shaken by the various and varying es-
timates from time to time put forward 
to meet the case. 

Commissioner's Memorandum 

The following is an extract from the 
Memorandum from the Commissioners, 
,issued on 30th March last when it was pro- 

posed to take a strike ballot of the Unions. 
It would be worth while reading it all 
through again by those who have it 
by them; but the following are  the 
concluding paragraphs and are in 
themselves illuminating in view o. he 
present position: 

"'The Hon. the Minister of Rail-
ways has personally informed the 
members of the Classification Board 
of the desire of the Government 
that they should act not as advo-
cates to either one side or the other, 
but as an impartial tribunal, whose 
duty it is to weigh the facts sub-
mitted with the object of reaching 
a decision equitable to the railway 
staff, the commisioners, and Par-
liament, and that the arrangement 
under which the Board has been 
constituted admit of amendments if 
èxperience demonstrates that any 
alteration is desirable. 

" The Classification Board has 
been established by the will of Par-
liament, and any action tending to 
render it more or less inoperative 
will mean flouting and practically 
defying, not merely the Commis-
sioners and the Government, but 
Parliament itself, and thereby bring 
the staff into antagonism with the 
State. The Commissioners cannot 
conceive that members of the staff, 
who have hitherto rendered faithful 
and loyal service, would wish to 
place themselves in such a position, 
that they, trust that the staff will re-
cognise that it is their duty to ac-
cept the Classification Board loyally 
and give it a fair trial, so that actual 
experience may show whether or 
not it will prove a satisfactory 
means of adjusting their working 
conditions. 

" It is more than ordinarily obli-
gatory on the staff to do their duty 
to the State loyally in the existing 
critical conditions. 

" C. E. NORMAN, Chairman. 

" E. B. JONES." 

The Bowser Government estimates 
a surplus of £235,000, and £too,000 of 
this is to be provided by a reduction 
in the estimated increases for railway 
employees! The reduction is, there-
fore, not made to prevent a  possible 

 deficit or even to make ends meet, but 
is made with an apparent cold disre-
gard for equity and justice for its rail-
way employees for the purpose of 
showing the Press critics — and re-
cently, though unmistakably proved 
misrepresentatives of public opinion—
what " whales " the Bowser Govern-
ments are for " economy " by what-
ever means secured. 

Is Political Honor Dead? 

One has to recognise that notions 
of political honor have had to be con-
siderably modified as a result of 
things that have happened recently in  

the murky political atmosphere of the 
State; but it is doubtful if ever such a 
confidence trick will have been accom-
plished in the political world as this 
promises to be if it is allowed to reach 
finality in its present form. Freights 
are to be reduced 5 per cent. from 
ist April, and fares 5 per cent. from 
ist July; but it is hardly credible that 
representatives who claim to repre-
sent all classes will allow a Govern-
ment to bring about a reduction of 
freights and fares by holding down 
the wages of its employees below 
what is considered satisfactory, from 
the standpoint of a Board which, 
though equally constituted, was set up 
by those members themselves. While 
it may count upon the support of the 
daily Press, it may not be able to 
count upon the support of members 
of Parliament who have been shown 
plainly that when the public are fully 
awake to an act of injustice even in the 
making they are not to be led astray 
by a Press which will descend to any 
depth in a campaign of misrepresenta-
tion. It will be tip to you to assist in 
the general enlightenment, and the 
Executive looks to the members for 
their full assistance at showing the 
disappointment they must feel at the turn 
events have now taken. 

'l'he latest developments seem to in= 
dicate that the Government is not 
prepared to stand up to its original 
decision, and is now talking of honor-
ing the Board's decision as from the 
3oth July. There is only one way in 
which justice can be done, and that 
is by making whatever payments are 
decided upon by the Board retrospec-
tive from April 1st, 1917. That was 
Parliament's promise, and it is "up to" 
the Parliament of to-day to sec that 
the solemn promise of the Parliament 
of yesterday is not dishonored by a 
Government which puts the attain-
ment of a surplus of £235,000 (nearly 
half of which is to be provided by 
railwaymen) before áll else in its de-
sire to please the Collins-street dicta-
tors under the banner of that word 
used to cover previous political true 
economy. 

Clause 52, Reg. 50 
and Allotment Runs. 

From a good many branches cases 
arc being sent down of men not being 
paid for interval time on certain runs 
where these have been altered from 
the allotments originally set out. 
Cases are in hand ftom Wahgunyah, 
Kerang, Swan Hill, Ferntree Gully, 
Geelong, Coleraine, Echuca, and other 
places. The Department relies upon 
Clause 52 of Reg. 56, which prevents 
the payments of interval time on al-
lotment runs other than allowed by 
the allotment sheet R.S. 120, and 
while the Association has for years 
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past contended that this is unjust in 
its operation, it has so far been un-
able to persuade the Department to 
that view, and so it has to rely upon 
persuasion and argument instead of 
upon arbitration and justice for settle-
ment, the Department still refuses to 
pay for the interval time. It is de-
sired wherever the allotment has been 
altered that that should be distinctly 
stated with particulars of alteration 
when cases are being sent down. We 
are urging that many of these jobs 
should be paid for on the hours' basis, 
which would allow part payment for 
interval time, and, failing that, that 
the allotment should be amended to 
provide for more reasonable treatment 
for the men concerned. 

On most of the allotment runs the 
time paid to the men for overtime 
worked, running specials, extra shunt-
ing, etc., is taken out and paid for 
half-yearly, and it is contended by the 
Department that this is fair, which, 
however, we are combating, as under 
the system it is possible for the over-
time in one month to be counter-bal-
anced in the next by short time 
worked. Our contention is that the 
overtime worked in each month—in 
fact, on each day, for that matter (as 
in Queensland)—should stand by it-
self and be paid for as overtime rates; 
but we ha"vi yet to gain the concession 
conceded to our brethren by the 
Queensland Arbitration Court, and 
our members can assist meanwhile by 
keeping a careful record of overtime 
worked on any allotment job. 

Raising of Trains to 
Proper Class. 

During the presentation of our case 
before the Classification Board, the 
Association was able to show that, al-
though the Department insisted that 
mixed trains should be classed as on-
ly second-grade work and paid for at 
the rate of 14s. and ios. per day, it 
was departing from its own estimate 
of the value of the work by refusing 
to pay the first-class rates for sonic of 
its purely country passenger train 
runs. This the Department had to ad-
mit to the extent of seventy-two 
cross-country or branch line mixed 
trains and to the extent of fourteen 
country passenger trains a day. When 
the matter was commented upon by 
the Chairman of the Board, the 
Department's representative, Mr. 
Thomas, agreed to bring it under 
the notice of the C.M.E., with 
a view to giving cunsideration 
to having them raised. The mat-
ter was mentioned to the C.M.E. 
by your representative at the 
last deputation to that gentleman on  

7th November, 1917, and he asked the 
Association to supply a list of the 
more important trains that we con-
sidered should be raised in rate. The 
reply was given that if the Depart-
ment was not going to revert to the 
system of periodical increases in ex-
istence prior to the 1903 strike, it 
should raise every mixed train to sec-
ond-grade, and every passenger train 
to the first grade. The chief M.E., 
however, said he was not prepared to 
grant this, but would consider the 
more important if a list of tt em 
more important offer if a list of them 
was submitted. Reference to the re-
port of that deputation will show that 
on page 5 a request was made that the 
branches should send along particu-
lars of the trains in their district that 
should be raised, together with any 
fresh particulars in support of same; 
but very few branches have responded 
so far. 

The officers of the C.M.E. Branch, 
however, requested that the list be 
sent in, giving only a day's notice last 
week, so while it was made clear that 
the Association considered that all 
trains should be rais-d at the time 
previously stated, a list of trains has 
been submitted, and is now being con-
sidered by a Board of Officers. The 
Association was asked to submit rea-
sons for the request that certain trains 
should be raised, and said, in reply, 
that every mixed train was, in its 
opinion, entitled to second-class rates 
and every passenger train to first-
class rates, and made application verb-
ally to give the reasons to the Board 
in person. Up to the time of writing 
no decision has been reached, but the 
Executive would be glad of a list of 
trains in each district, stating time of 
departure and the days 'on which the 
trains run, together with particulars 
of mileage, hours of duty, average 
number and class of vehicles and the 
number of Passengers carried, together 
with any further particulars that will 
be of assistance. These particulars 
can be obtained at Terminal and Junc-
tion stations, from personal know-
ledge and observation. It is recog-
nised that this is imposing more work 
on Branch Secretaries, but some of 
this might be avoided by the appoint-
ment of a small Committee to get the 
information together to be sent down 
to be used before the Board, or when-
ever we see the C.M.E. on the matter. 

Better Ventilation 
for Main Line 

Tunnels 
AND BENDIGO COMPLAINTS. 

ditions experienced by the men run-
ning trains through Elphinstone tun-
nel, and they have been kept persis-
tently under the notice of the De-
partment. It was Lorimer's intention 
to send Mr. H. Jones, Special Officer, 
to investigate and report, with a view 
to early action, but owing to Mr. 
Jones being absent on other duties 
and the urgency of our representa-
tions he has sent Mr. Dawes, R.S. In-
spector for the Eastern district, with 
an Engineer from Way and Works 
Branch, away this week, to make 
tests, and it is to be hoped a remedy 
will be soon applied. No men should 
be called upon to risk their health 
under working conditions such as are 
sent along in the correspondence from 
Bendigo. 

Re laborers and lighters-up passing 
fixed signals when bringing engines 
from shed to shed at Bendigo, a ruling 
has been given that only men holding 
certificates can be used to do this 
work. Certain payments are to be 
made for the time worked over and 
above the allotment on the Swan Hill 
and Echuca jobs, and a further pay-
ment of 7 days 4¡ hours is to be paid 
to Mr. C. Flight, of Korong Vale, for 
time that was under review. 

Better Quality and 
More Waste Wanted. 

Serious complaints have been made 
from time to time about the inferior 
quality of waste supplied for cleaning 
purposes, and these complaints have 
been taken to the Superintendent of 
Loco Supplies. 

Recently the practice has been es-
tablished of providing enginemen in 
the Metropolitan area with sponge 
cloths or "sweat rags," which are con-
sidered by practically all of the men 
who have to use them as unsatisfac-
tory as a substitute for waste, but 
would be welcome as an addition to 
the waste supply. The Superintendent 
of Loco. Supplies, however, states 
that it is not a question of supplying 
waste of better quality. It was a 
question of not being able to obtain 
waste of any quality. The contractor 
had been unable to secure it at any 
price, as although orders had been 
placed overseas for  it at famine 
prices, it had for reasons due  to the 
war never reached Victoria; and it 
was due to the necessity for eking out 
the existing supply that sponge cloth3 
were being substituted. 

Complaints from Bendigo are still 	It would soon be a question of 
being received re the very severe con- where the supply for the use of 
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cleaners was to come from, and Mr. 
Dillon asks that the men will co-oper-
ate by bringing dirty waste back to 
the store at all depots to be washed, 
and not to be used for lighting up 
purposes. 

General Items. 

It was intended to deal more in de-
tail with items sent down from 
Branches in this letter, but owing to 
the unexpected turn political events 
have taken, it will be impossible to 
deal with them in detail in this issue. 

Two appeal cases have been dealt 
with by the Appeal Board—that of 
Dr. B. Bradley (North Melb.), fined 
£ 1 for fusing a lead plug, and Dr. P. 
G. McConville, Stawell, fined half-a-
day's pay tor failing to return corres-
pondence. Both of these were lost 
and as each of these cases have an im-
portant bearing upon the work and re-
sponsibilities of enginemen, a leng-
thier reference will be made in the 
next issue if space permits. Letters of 
thanks have been received by the general 
officers and Executive from Dr. W. Imray 
for assistance in getting fine of one day's 
pay-14/--refunded and name re-
moved from conduct-book, and from 
three cleaners at Stawell, for securing 
their reinstatement. From Ararat 
Branch, for obtaining a reversion to 
the old system of relief on the Hamil-
ton running, thus avoiding long hours, 
and from Ballarat Branch for the suc-
cessful leasing of the portion of the 
hall used for the picture business. 

Details of the progress of items sent 
down from Branches have been sent 
to most of the Branch Secretaries, so 
that they will be kept informed of 
their progress, and will be dealt with 
in the news letters as soon as space 
permits. 

OPEN PAGE. 

To the Editor. 
Dear Comrade,—Please ;find en-

closed a brief report of Branch meet-
ing and pleasant Sunday held in Ben-
,alla on Sunday, 13th. I will do my 
best to send something along each 
month now we are getting our own 
paper, and trust that all other 
branches will endeavour to do the 
same and make it a success.—Yours 
fraternally, E. MITCHELL. 

Benalla, 17/1/18.  

To the Editor. 

Dear Sir,—Now that our Union is 
running a journal in which to ventilate 
our views, a splendid opportunity pre-
sents itself to all our footplate ora-
tors and drivers' room agitators to 
give us the benefit of their knowledge 
and experience. Some of the ideas 
voiced at the above-mentioned places 
are not by any means to be derided, 
and if expressed here may lead to de-
sirable reforms, besides giving an 
opportunity to our members to prac-
tise their literary talents. Let us hope 
that " The Footplate " will have the 
effect of bringing' them to the meet-
ings, and that their vocal talents will 
not go uncultivated. Trusting that 
success will attend the new venture.—
Yours fraternally, ZIF. 

13/2/18. 

To the Editor. 

Dear Sir,—I read with great plea-
sure in the last News Letter that a pro-
ject was afoot with the object of es-
tablishing a journal in connection 
with the Association. If we can suc-
ceed, the new paper will, I feel sure, 
be a highly effective organ in pushing 
our interests, as well as a highly fasci-
nating reader for our members. I in-
tend to be a contributor of a sort, and 
am forwarding a few pars herewith. 
Do as you decide with them. 

45 Male-street, Middle Brighton, 
13/2/18. 

I. 

Delays to our suburban service, like 
the poor, are always with us. Some 
delay is inevitable, of course, in the 
best of services; but much of the 
stoppages that affect our system is 
easily avoidable. Let us mention the 
Sandringham-Essendon service, which 
is an easy first in the matter of delays. 
There is, for example, a regular prac-
tice of taking up milk at Newmarket 
and putting it off again at Kensing-
ton!—Distance, half a mile; delay, 3 
minutes. Then the shortsightedness 
of the matter is added, inasmuch as 
the train held up for this work is a 
through train to Sandringham, with 
barely enough time to run around at 
the terminus, while a local train pre-
cedes or follows with a liberal time 
at its terminal station. What is there 
in railway management that justifies 
a train picking up van-goods at a sta-
tion like Newmarket that have been 
put down by a preceding train and 
carrying it about a stone's throw fur-
ther on? And why is the hard-
pressed train picked out when there 
are others available? Nobody seems 
to be able to answer; yet the delays to 
suburban trains are a serious blot on 
the service, and there are apparently 
strenuous efforts being made to de-
tect the cause of late running. In 
these days of " economy and effi-
ciency," it seems curious that matters 
like this can live and multiply. 

I I. 
The effect of good lubrication in 

cylinders is a question that would 
repay handsomely the labor of the 
investigator. It seems to this scribe 
that the effects are at least twofold — 

First, the resistance due to friction or 
—as they call it up in the big place of 
carpets and cedar tables—" the co-effi-
cient of friction," is reduced. We all 
know about that point, but the second 
point is that the pressure of the steam 
in the cylinders is increased by the ad-
dition of the oil. The matter works 
out somewhat on the line of specific 
heats: Taking the specific heat of 
steam at zoo lbs. to the sq. in., at, say, 
400 deg. Fahr., and that of cylinder oil 
at Boo under similar conditions, it is 
self-evident that the resultant tem-
perature of a union of both bodies 
would give a mean temperature con-
siderably higher than the initial tem-
perature. Then, since a higher 
temperature means a higher pres-
sure, the point is clear, and it ex-
plains the wonderful difference which 
every engineman experiences in his 
work with various engines. The fig-
ures used in this exposition are, of 
course, not exact in their relation to 
each other, but are purposely exag-
gerated to demonstrate the main ques-
tion, viz.: That the admixture of oil 
with steam increases the efficiency of 
the engine by increasing the effective 
pressure on the pistons.—Yours, etc., 

M.A.H. 

OBITUARY. 

ADAIR.—Comrades will learn with 
regret of the death of Mrs. Adair,. 
wife of Driver D. Adair (Robin). Mrs. 
Adair passed away on 15th inst., after 
a long illness. 

HANNAH.—It is with deep regret 
that we record the death of the wife 
of our late General Secretary, Mr. 
Martin Hannah, M.L.A. Mrs. Hannah 
passed away recently after a pro-
tracted illness. We extend our sym-
pathy to Mr. Hannah. 

McCLOSKEY.—Comrades will re-
gret to hear of the death (at sea) of 
Fireman J. McCloskey, of Dimboola. 
Fireman McCloskey, after several at-
tempts to enlist, got away with rein-
forcements for the Railway Unit. His 
death took place whilst going over. 
He leaves a wife and four young chil-
dren. To them we extend our sin-
cerest sympathy. 
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BRANCH REPORTS. 

CENTRAL (4/2/18).—The ordin-
. ary branch meeting was held on 13th 
January, the attendance being much 
smaller than generally, although the 
business sheet was larger and con-
tained many important items. Chief 
among the number were the rosters 
for the mixed, suburban, and goods 
running; also the recommendations of 
the Roster Committee, which was of a 
distinctly representative character, 
dealing with the breaking-in of en-
gines, etc., the report of the deputa-
tion to Commissioners re electrifica-
tion, the instruction on super-heated 
engines, and other items of lesser im-
portance. 

The retiring Chairman, Mr. C. 
Franklin, opened the meeting, and in 

. a few well-chosen remarks introduced 
the  Chairman  for the year 1918, Mr. 
W. Lewis, and also took the oppor-
tunity of congratulating his successor 
on attaining his present position. Per-
sonally, he was pleased to be out of 
the chair, as it appeared to be much 
easier than it really was. Mr. Lewis 
briefly thanked members for returning 
him to the position of Chairman un-
opposed. He was out to do the fair 
thing to all members without fear or 
favor, and impressed upon all mem-
bers present the necessity for working 
unitedly together. Correspondence 
frofn I)r. J. Schmidt (Port) was sent 
on to the Executive. A claim for time 
and a half payment by Fireman C. 
Collins, now of Box Hill, while work-
ing on a washaway at Everton, was 
similarly treated. A letter from Mr. 
H. Swift, making an appeal on behalf 
of Fireman Jas. Doidge, who had lost 
a foot, was held over until the next 
branch meeting; and the Secretary 
was instructed to write Mr. Swift ac-
quainting him of the action and re-
questing him to be present. The News 
Letter, which contained interesting 
matter, was then read, and the Presi-
dent, Mr. B. Deveney, reported on the 
action taken by the Executive, in 
leasing the main hall to the Co-opera-
tive Fi,m Co. Several members spoke in 
approval of the Executive's action, and 
members generally considered that a 
splendid deal had been made. The 
question of drivers at Port Melbourne 
topping up their bunkers before going 
into running on certain shifts was dis-
cussed, with the result that a recom-
mendation was sent to the Executive 
asking that these shifts be altered. 
This should greatly improve the run-
ning, and will enable coal to be taken 
in the proper manner, and not in the 
40 minutes allowed for (mine require-
ments preparatory to going on the 
road. The report of the deputation to 
the Commissioners re electrification 
was also read, and the proposals as 
laid down by the Commissioners were 

explained by the President and Acting 
General Secretary. Dissatisfaction 
was loudly expressed at the proposed 
rates of pay to be given, but we derive 
some small- satisfaction (infinitesimal 
though it be) at the thought that the 
Classification Board will deal with our 
claims. The rosters were dealt with, 
and the mixed roster as at present 
being worked is to remain unaltered. 
This will eliminate suburban roster 
No. 2, as recommended by the Roster 
Committee. It was decided to accept 
the amended goods roster, and 
Messrs. T. Smith and R. McDonald 
were placed in charge of same. A cir-
cular from the Executive re the last 
Grand Council, was read. It was un-
animously decided to help as much as 
possible to make the new venture a 
success, notwithstanding the abnormal 
times. The next business was of a 
very pleasant nature, when the Chair-
man, in fitting speeches, presented a 
Chairman's certificate to Mr. R. Mar-
shall for the year 1916, and one to Mr. 
C. J. Franklin, for the year 1917. Mr. 
Marshall, in responding, said he had 
always been proud to be a member of 
this organisation, and was prouder 
still to become Chairman of this 
branch. He was Chairman during 
troublous times, but. had been asso-
ciated with a careful and painstaking 
Executive, and despite all that had 
been said, they had succeeded in ob-
taining two rises of 6d. for the fire-
men and one of 6d. for the drivers. 
He thanked members for the presen-
tation, and would always treasure it. 
Mr. Franklin said he too had led off 
in strenuous times, and with great 
hopes and expectations. Some of 
these had not been fulfilled. He 
thanked members and hoped he would 
long be able to give the Association 
a helping hand. The balance sheet as 
read by the Secretary was adopted, in-
chided being an amount collected to 
relieve distress caused by the recent 
industrial upheaval. Four candidates, 
viz., Messrs. W. B. Ross, R. Walker, 
C. O'Neil, and R. G. Cooper, were 
elected members. Ex-Dr. E. Cooper's 
case was discussed. Everything that it 
is possible to do is being done. The 
case of Dr. W. Edwards was sent on 
to the Self-Denial Committee to deal 
with. Complaints from Port Melb. re 
being short paid were held over, pend-
ing some definite cases. Members are 
reminded when bringing forward 
cases of this kind, or in fact, griev-
ances of any nature, that it is impera-
tive that hard facts and figures must 
be produced, and not merely hearsay, 
or what "so-and-so" said. The report 
of the deputation to the C.M.E. was 
again held over, and is to constitute 
the first business of next meeting.—
H. J. Higgs. 

PORT MELBOURNE (I/2/18).—
The most important happening of the 
past month here has been the issue of 
"sweat rags" in lieu of waste. Sweat 
rags—well not hardly such a vulgar 
name as that; sponge cloths, to be 
called correctly. The issue of these 

sponge cloths have been the cause of 
a good deal of chaff and joking 
amongst the recipients of them here 
at Port, the storeman on issuing 
them being assailed with queries—
"What about soap?—when do we get 
soap?" the reply always being "Naw 
soap." "Do we hand them in, then, to 
get washed?" This had the effect of 
making the storeman shake his head, 
and perhaps give vent to a sickly grin. 
Well, the irony of fate!—here we have 
had the Association battling for 
years to get sponge cloths issued to 
enginemen, and now we have them to 
take the place of waste, and in addi-
tion we have the spectacle of chaps 
running around chasing paper—waste 
paper to take the place of waste cot-
ton, and to judge by the remarks 
passed after it is secured it 
is not a very efficient substi-
tute. On the 31/1/18 we changed 
over from the low to the high 
pressure rosters, and vice-versa 
for the usual term of three months. 
The drawback to some of the jobs on 
the high pressure roster is the in-
ability of the bunker to carry sufficient 
coal owing to the mileage of the runs 
and the necessity of cleaning the fire 
owing to the dirty nature of the coal, 
and to overcome this difficulty men 
take their engines out to the coal 
stage and top up before commencing 
the day's run. It is to be hoped that 
in the near future the roster will be so 
adjusted as to remove this and other 
disadvantages that the men work 
under. The oil given to the cleaners 
here is what one might call somewhat 
odoriferous—it is certainly odor 
something, and they are sure it is not 
"Eau de Cologne." But apart from 
joking, some of the men are complain-
ing that it interferes with their health. 
A cleaner, after working all day with 
it, may certainly be smelt some dis-
tance away. He emits a smell some-
thing like a paint factory and a gas 
works mixed together. Our loco. 
foreman, Mr. Parker, after being in-
formed of the state of affairs by the 
cleaners' representative, promised to 
recommend to Mr. Dillon that some-
thing be done to eradicate the offen-
sive smell. Mr. Dillon has promised 
to do his best under the existing cir-
cumstances in this matter. But we still 
have the smell. Of course we are 
fully aware of the fact that in these 
unsettled times the Department has 
considerable difficulty in procuring the 
stores for cleaners, etc.; and so it is 
up to us to jog along with what we • 
can get as uncomplainingly as pos-
sible. 

Port is getting a noted place for 
cleaners drawing big pays. There are 
a few who pull Ito pays (not bad for 
cleaning). Of course these men have 
to work considerable overtime (un-
avoidable at times), and there is such 
a thing as a short mid-monthly pay 
which sonic men in discussing the 
question do not allow for at' all. At 
any rate the cleaners' adjustment 
sheet has again made its appearance 
in the sheet-case, and can be perused 
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by anyone who cares to do so, and 
on perusal it may be found that a lot 
of the cleaners' O.T. is non-existent. 

And to wind up with, a word about 
"The Footplate." This is the first issue 
of our loco. paper. Let all loco. men 
do something to make it a success. 
Subscribe to it, it is only a small 
amount, but it will help the journal 
along. After all it is but a step in the 
advancement of our Association, we 
trust in the right direction, and we 
hope for all the rank and file of the 
Association to back it up with their 
moral and financial support; and if 
each and every one of us do our bit, 
the resultant effort will be success.— 
C. Morrison. 

BENALLA.—The first meeting of 
1918 was held in the drivers' room on 
Sunday, 13th. The attendance was 
poor, only 5 members being present, 
which does not look promising, or in 
accord with New Year resolutions 
which everyone makes at this period. 
The News Letter and deputation to • 
Commisisoners were discussed, and 
those present were pleased with gene-
ral officers' work. Why more mem-
bers do not attend meetings is on the 
lips of many. Comrades, turn up; as-
sist your branch officers to carry on 
the work, as they want all the assist-
ance you can give. Do not hang back, 
and let it be said "Oh, So-and-so only 
comes when he wants anything done. 
Surely once a month (a Sunday) can 
be spared to help those who are help-
ing to secure for you better wages and 
conditions. 

I would like to see more of the 
younger members attend and help to 
carry on the work, for as you know 
the old members will not always hold 
office, or live for ever. Roll up, mates, 
and help the common cause which we 
are striving to attain. 

In connection with the Labor pro-
paganda work which has been taken 
up by a committee of enthusiastic 
workers, a meeting which it was in-
tended to hold in the Friendly Socie-
tites' grounds took place in the Al-
bert Hall on Sunday, 13th January, 
owing to the rain which fell during 
Friday and Saturday. Mr. McGowan 
addressed the meeting, and was ac-
corded a hearty welcome, and urged 
Unionists and Laborites generally to 
assist and see that their next door 
neighbour was on the roll, so as to 
win this seat and the State seats back 
to Labor. He anticipated that Labor 
would have a hard fight in the future. 
Dealing with the Bendigopledge, he 
said that if Mr. Hughes placed Aus-. 
tralia first he would resign, and let 
Mr. Tudor take his place. Unionism 
was determined as far as it could help 
it that their sons, when they returned 
from the war, should return to a white 
Australia. There was one Government 
in Australia that was not Trust-rid-
den. The Trusts had offered Mr. 
Ryan, the Queensland Premier, £15 
per acre for certain land, but Mr. 

Ryan said we want this for the sol-
diers when they return, and he kept it. 
He quoted the South Australian land 
scandals, and stated that some of the 
land bought in this State would not 
grow rabbits. Mr. McGowan, con-
tinuing, said the time had come when 
there should be a Labor press to give 
the truth to the people of this coun-
try. He expected that the next Prime 
Minister in England would be Mr. 
Henderson, the leader of the Labor 
Party. We must organise and return 
the Labor Party to power here, which 
would be the means of securing for 
the worker the full product of his own 
labor. Unless they did that they 
would have government by the 
Trusts. (Applause.) A vote of thanks 
was accorded to Mr. McGowan. Roll 
up when these meetings are on, and 
help the conditions of the worker. 

The usual monthly meeting of the 
above branch was held in the drivers' 
room on Sunday morning, Toth Feb-
ruary, at 10.30. The attendance could 
be improved. Comrades, it is up to 
you to come along and lend a hand 
and assist your branch officers to 
carry on the business of the branch, 
because when the deputations go to 
interview foremen on any important 
item the first question he asks is, Was 
the meeting a representative one?—so 
that there is a possibility of him not 
taking any notice of the deputation or 
the item concerned, which does not 
place your officers in a very nice posi-
tion. May "The Footplate" have every 
success, and I hope members will not 
belittle it in its effort, for it is the best 
means to convey direct to you the in-
formation you require. I hope that 
those members who are in doubt 
about it will be like the average Aus-
tralian, take a sporting chance and 
give the paper a try.—E. Mitchell. 

STAWELL (1/17/1918)•—It is some 
considerable time since I forwarded 
any news from Stawell district, but 
now that this division has decided on 
a paper of its own (which we all hope 
will be conducted on more progressive 
and more democratic lines that what 
we have been - used to this last twelve 
months), our small contribution will 
be forwarded monthly. 

At last monthly meeting, held Sun-
day, January 13th, Mr. A. Arblarster, 
who was elected Secretary for the 
next twelve months, tendered his re-
signation, owing to some unforeseen 
circumstances since his election pre-
venting him doing justice to position. 
Mr. A. Rowlands was 'elected to 
vacant position. Past president's cer-
tificates were presented to Mr. D. 
Stewart and Mr. J. McInerney, the 
former one being from Ballarat 
branch. Traffic was very brisk here 
about the 4th to Toth of January. 
with result that several extra sets (I 
think seven sets in all) were sent 
from Melbourne, to cope with what 
looked like being a heavy rush, but  

owing to lack of empties, a decided 
slump is now on, with result that four 
of the regular depot drivers are in 
again firing, causing a good deal of 
discontent. The fault sems to lay 
with traffic officials, as it appears extra 
men and engines were obtained on 
their advice. 

The Executive are to be congratul-
ated on the splendid fights they have 
put up all round during last year, the 
last one in which they gained a win 
for this district, viz., the practice of 
holding double-header trains on bank 
at Stawell. This would, if it had not 
been knocked out, have sooner or 
later landed some of our comrades in 
trouble. 

It is tó be hoped the writer of the 
leading article will refrain from using the 
long words and high-sounding phrases 
that were a feature of last year's Federal 
Journal. A loco. man does not want to 
read his news with a dictionary at his 
elbow.—J. Geaney. 

SEYMOUR.—The first meeting in 
the New Year was significant for the 
large attendance of members, the 
bone of contention which brought the 
reinforced insurgents to the battle line 
being the alteration to the roster. 
After a little reconnoitring by those 
most interested, the gauntlet was 
thrown down, and a battle only 
eclipsed by those occurring daily on 
the fields of Europe was entered upon. 
The artillery fusillade of the aggres-
sors caused a din and noise in which 
words were not audible, whilst the 
ammunition of the belligerents, 
though not, modernised, was truly 
Australian, their language being a 
special feature, a most noteworthy 
fact that none had graduated from the 
University. The attacks and counter-
attacks were made with military preci-
sion, and eventually an armistice was 
agreed upon, with a view of negotiat-
ing with the Commander-in-Chief, 
who has since declared a satisfactory 
truce between the parties. The offi-
cers were installed for the ensuing 
year, and the newly-elected President, 
in a short address to the members, 
urged upon them the necessity of 
vigilance during these troubled times. 
Great industrial problems will have to 
be faced at the conclusion of the pre-
sent war, and all industrial bodies 
should be prepared to see that the 
Commonwealth Government faces 
these problems in a statesmanlike 
way, and that those who left the in-
dustrial life of this country to fight on 
the fields of Europe for the emancipa-
tion of democracy should not be 
wanting in employment when they re-
turn to sunny Australia, or that those 
who are now employed should be dis-
placed by virtue of their having re-
mained in their native land. This is a 
matter this hybrid Hughes Govern-
ment will attempt to raise, playing on 
the sentiments of those who will have 
returned to step out and fight their 
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fellow Unionist for the positions be-
cause they had the temerity to stay at 
home, and judging by all subsequent 
events the role of the Unionist at 
home has been one bitter long 
struggle both against the machina-
tions of the Federal Government, the 
profiteers, and all the forces that 
speak for Capitalism, that he at least 
deserves the thanks of his confreres 

-Son the battlefield for the stand -  they 
took during the two conscription cam-
paigns to preserve unsullied their 
cherished rights and liberties. Then 
recently we had the declaration that 
the charities' grant was to be re-
duced 15 per cent. This goes to show 
how imperative it is that members 
should closely follow the trend of 
events, because if under the guise of 
economy three shillings is taken from 
every pound previously given towards 
the alleviation of  sickness and ill-
health, what is the outlook for those 
enjoying health and vigour? In deal-
ing with general matters this scribe 
would like to present a phase so often 
macle use of during the conscription 
campaign, and that is if Germany 
crossed the seas and dropped bombs 

• or shelled our shores, what a different 
attitude we "antis" would take up. 
Well, we did not heed such assevera-
tions, and subsequent events have vin-
dicated such wisdom, but the same 
will not be said of those members at 
out-stations, particularly along the 
Goulburn Valley, unless they shell out 
and pay up all dues and step in line 
with their comrades. We do not wish 
to think that they shall require bomb-
ing to make then realise the helpless 
position they may find themselves in, 
and to avoid any stigma. Boys, get in 
touch with the branch Secretary. I 
can assure you he is not afflicted with 
that loathsome disease known as leprosy, 
though, judging by the way some of 
you avoid him, one is inclined to such 
belief. Your brother Unionist on the 
battlefield has earned the world's re-
nown in chivalry and fair play for all 
and between all, and the least we can 
do is to strive to emulate sò worthy a 
standard. In concluding, I might men-
tion that the branch is pleased at the , 
formation of the new journal, and 
takes this opportunity of thanking 
those responsible for the innovation. 
Another pleasing feature is that the 
laymen of the organisation are to be 
permitted to contribute any matter 
penned by them worthy of recogni-
tiòn. The retiring officers were the 
recipients of a presentation, and thus 
concluded one of the best branch 
meetings held at this depot. The new 
officers are Mr. W. Regan (President) 
L. Vickery (Vice-president) and J. Pearce 
(Secretary).—J. Pearce, Secretary. 

KORUMBURRA (31/I/'18).—An 
enthusiastic little gathering of mem-
bers for the purpose of farewelling 

'two valued members of the branch, in 
the persons of Comrades C. Cogger 
and D. J. Quinn, prior to their depar-
ture from Korumburra, was held at 

:the loco. shed on the 29th inst. Mem- 

ber H.• Davidson, on behalf of the 
members, eulogised Mr. Cogger both 
as a man and as late Secretary of the 
branch, and presented him with a 
smoking outfit and retiring Secre-
tary's certificate, and hoped Mr. Cog-
ger would continue his usefulness to 
the Association at Warnambool. 

• Other members expressed themselves 
similarly, and Mr. Cogger suitably re-
sponded. 

• Mr. D. J. Quinn was presented with 
a smoking outfit by Member Treloar, 
on behalf of his mates at the depot, 
and spoke feelingly of Mr. Quinn's 
many good qualities, and wished him 
every success on his promotion to 
Port Melbourne. Various other mem-
bers present expressed regret at los-
ing Mr. Quinn as a workmate, and 
considered Mr. Quinn's happy disposi-
tion would get him hosts of friends 
anywhere. Mr. Quinn, responding, re-
gretted the exigencies of the service 
compelled hint to leave so many good 
friends, and promised to cone and see 
-us all again annually. The gathering 
then dispersed with hearty hand-
shakes and good wishes to both 
gentlemen.—Leo Datson. 

OIMBOOLA.—The annual smoke 
night of the Loco. E.D., F. and C. As-
sociation was held on Saturday, 2nd 
inst., in the Masonic Hall. The newly-
elected President, Mr. W. McTaggart, 
presided over a good attendance of 
members of this and other kindred so-
cieties. The toast of the "King" was 
loyally honored. The toast of "Fede-
ral and State Parliaments" was ably 
submitted by Mr. T. Ryan, and re-
sponded to by ex-Senator McKissock 
and Mr. Mfenzies, M.L.A. Mr. McKis-
sock said that although he was not 
their representative, he felt sure that 
Labor would shortly come back 
stronger than ever. They were beaten 
by unfair tactics at the last election. 
They should not be clown-hearted be-
cause Labor men had ratted; even if 
the whole of the party had gone over 
thé movement would still go on. He 
could look his audience squarely in 
the face and say he had not gone back 
on any principle. After expressing his 
pleasure at the defeat of conscription, 
the Senator urged his hearers to join 
the A.L.Y., and be ,prepared, as it was 
not known how soon an election 
might b e.  sprung upon them. The 
farmers should know their interests 
sufficiently well to stand shoulder to 
shoulder with the workers, knowing 
that whilst they were being "fleeced" 
so the worker was being "rooked" at 
the same time. Re the granting of 
Wages Boards for the service, the 
only means of obtaining redress 
seemed to be for them to fight on 
until they had a  majority in the State 
Parliament. 

Mr. 'Menzies was given a' cordial re-
ception. He congratulated the rail-
way men on the high percentage of 
their ranks which they had contri-
buted for the defence of the Empire. 
He wanted it to be clearly understood 
that he was sincere in his advocacy 

of Wages Boards for the service. He 
had spoken and voted consistently on 
that matter, and thought that what 
was good for the man outside was 
good for the man inside the national 
service. The toasts of "Our Soldiers," 
the "E.D., F. and C. Association," and 
the "V.R.U." being honored, a certifi-
cate was presented to Mr. j. R. Field, 

-the retiring President. Musical items 
were rendered by Mr. Evans, Messrs. 
A. Seater, I. Hunter, Ellis Williams, 
Firman, and Deneys. A vote of thanks 
to the Chairman concluded a very 
pleasant social evening. —J. Duggan. 

BENDIGO (29/12/1917).—The last 
News Letter contains quite a lot of in-
formation of very great interest, and 
we are very much pleased at the list of 
business that has been dealt with, also 
deputations td C.M.E., and feel confi-
dent that quite a lot of good will re-
sult. 1 have to report the branch here 
in splendid order, and still the same 
enthusiasm being displayed by officers 
and members alike. Once again we 
are faced with the task of shifting the 
wheat which has already commenced 
to conk into the stations fairly fast, 
and promises to be nearly as busy as 
last season. I suppose we must be 
prepared for a fair amount of hard 
work, and be satisfied and wait 
patiently, trusting that very soon we 
will hear the good news that our 
efforts are to be recognised and 
brought up to the level of other States 
in pay, which we are sure is only our 
just rights. Why we are debarred this 
justice is known only to those respon-
sible for withholding it. It is indeed 
pleasing to note the result of the re-
cent referendum. As far as Victori a . 

is concerned it can be taken as an in-
dication that at last we are waking 
up, and bid fair to be governed by a 
tribunal from which we may expect 
fairer treatment than that which we 
have received in the past. That in 
itself is worth fighting for by every 
Unionist, and I hope they will see to 
it and become more determined to 
persevere and their's will be the re-
ward. Trusting this terrible world's 
conflict will soon end and peace once 
More reign supreme; with our brave 
soldiers back to help in the good 
work.—W. Stevenson. 

ARARAT.—Ordinary meeting held 
13/2/18, Comrade C. Jones, the 
newly-elected Chairman, presiding 
over a good attendance of members. 
Mr. Jones cordially thanked members 
for honoring him with the position of 
Chairman of the branch, and asked for 
the support and assistance of mem-
bers throughout the coming year, so 
that Ararat branch will do its share 
to help on the progressive policy of 
the Association. Appreciation was felt 
that the efforts of the Executive had 
been successful in arranging to have 
relief sent for 1 r a.m. Hamilton by an 
earlier train, and so upholding the 
principle of men being on duty shorter 
hours. 
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Ordinary meeting held to/2/18; 
Comrade Iones in the chair, and a 
good attendance of members present. 
It is very encouraging to sec so many 
interested in Union matters. After 
correspondence had been read, a 
motion was unanimously carried con-
demning action of Government in re-
ducing allowance that had previously 
been set aside for increase in wages. 
The member for the district is to be 
interviewed and asked to oppose the 
Government's action in the House in 
thus depriving us of our just rights. 
The action taken will serve to show 
employees generally how dependent 
we are on the good-will br otherwise 
of any Government which happens to 
be in power, and should urge every 
Unionist on to greater efforts, and 
leave no stone unturned to Obtain an 
independent tribunal which will do justice 
between the Government and its em-
ployees. 

This branch will again have the 
envious record of having every mem-
ber financial for year ending 1917, 
showing how energetic a secretary 
Mr. Finch is. He modestly informs me 
that members help him because they 
recognise their duty to the Union, and 
it is not a matter of collecting, as 
members simply come to him with 
their contributions. It certainly should 
be so.—l. Kinnane. 

GEELONG.—The monthly meet-
ing was held in guard's room on Sun-
day, 10/2/18; Mr. J. Doherty in the 
chair. The attendance, though fair, 
may have been better, and members 
should attend in greater numbers, and 
thereby conserve their interests, 
which after all is the proper spirit to 
prevail if success is to be .achieved. A 
long discussion took place, and mem-
bers freely expressed their indignation 
on the Bowser Government proposal 

e to limit any recommendations that the 
Classification Board may suggest to 
£ ioo,000, as this action was viewed as 
being an undue interference, especially 
as the Board had not completed its 
determinations and may have a depre-
ciating effect on any recommendations 
they may finally decide on. We are 
of the opinion that action should be 
taken to have the Association's views 
conveyed to members for the districts 
so that these members may have the 
opportunity (if they so desired) to 
offer their criticisms when the ques-
tion was discussed in Parliament. It 
was brought under notice of the meet-
ing that a banking engine should al-
ways be obtained to assist from South 
Geelong when there is over the load 
on the train, and it was mentioned 
that some drivers brought over the 
load. This was considered a very dan-
gerous practice, as where loads are set 
out in the schedule due consideration 
has been given them by responsible 
officers, and they should be aullered to 
the same as a regulation. By doing so 
will make for the more safe and suc-
cessful running of these trains. 
Cleaners' complaints can be heard 
from time to time in the shed, but this 

is not the place to have them re-
dressed. The proper way to ventilate 
them is by either reducing them to 
writing and place them before their 
depot foreman, and, failing satisfac-
tion, have them discussed at the 
Branch meetings which are held 
every second Sunday in the 
month. If this advice is followed 
it will greatly assist the secre-
tary and those who are untiring 
in their efforts to make progress; but 
there is still room for larger numbers 
than are at present putting their 
shoulder to the wheel. It was also 
thought that better distribution of the 
shifts could be made, and it was de-
cided to interview the local depot 
foreman on this and other items, such 
as bad state of hoses in pits, firemen's 
seats on engines, and lack of lavatory 
conveniences at the shed; also the late 
posting of the adjustment sheet and 
bad state of signal lights at Irrewarra 
and Birregurra and at Cressy coal 
stage. Don't forget next meeting 
starts at 2.30 p.m., loth March.—J. 
Hogan. 

KORUMBURRA (14/2/'18).—The 
monthly meeting was held at Loco. 
shed on Sunday, Toth inst., with the 
attendance of only seven members, 
which shows a deplorable lack of in-
terest in the affairs of the branch. Mr. 
Boarder occupied the chair. Corres-
pondence from the general secretary 
dealt mainly with the State Cabinet's 
action in reducing the estimate, 
£200,000, set aside for increments to 
railway employees, by £ ioo,000. Ac-
tion in the matter was suspended 
pending the voice of a larger as-
sembly of members. At the conclu-
sion of general business, the Chair-
man presented Mr. D. McCalman 
with Chairman's certificate for the 
year 1917, expressing the branch's ap-
preciation of his services as president 
in the past, and hoped he would con-
tinue his usefulness to the Associa-
tion. Mr. McCalman suitably re-
sponded, and the meeting terminated 
at 5 p.m. Come to the meetings, boys. 
Bring your grievances. Don't .lag be-
hind, but let us all "pull together," 
and by so doing defend the interests 
of members collectively.—Leo. Dat-
son. 

A cable appearing in the " Herald " 
last week states:—" It is announced 
by the inauguration officials (Canada) 
that rather than indenture Chinese, 
negro labor from the West Indies will 
be imported to meet the shortage of 
labor. Canadian labor traders are 
strongly opposing the importation of 
Chinese. Let us see, isn't Canada the 
country that recently had conscription 
thrust upon it? 

It is stated classes in motor driving 
will be held this month on the Flem-
ington racecourse branch line and at 
car shed, Jolimont. 

KB0KEOEì7 

There's Something Wrong. 

There's something wrong when a few 
can feast 

On viands dainty and vintage red, 
When many shiver by fireless hearths,. 

And clamorous thousands cry for 
bread. 

There's something wrong when the 
rich can wear 

Silk and laces and jewels fine, 
While the poor to rags and husks are 

heir, 
And feed as the prodigal did with 

swine. 
There's something wrong when a few 

can dwell 
In maíisions of marble, carven fair, 

While' housed in hovels with rotting 
roofs 

The toilers struggle with life's 
despair. 

There's something wrong when the 
children spin 

Their small lives into the thread 
they make, 

Or weave their hopes by the shuttle's 
din 

Till the small hands ache and the 
small hearts break. 

—Arthur Goodenough, in " Railroad 
Telegrapher." 

" Awful accident at the railway to-
day," said Willie. 

Father looked up with interest. 
" What's that? What was the acci-
dent?" 

" Why," replied Willie, edging to-
wards the door, " a woman nad her 
eye on the seat, and a man sat on it." 

A Chinaman whose life was heavily 
insured fell from a waggon and was 
badly injured. 

There were some doubts as to his 
ever getting better, and at last one of 
his brother Chinamen wrote to the 
insurance company: " Charlie half 
dead; likee half money." 

A drunken man, after feeling his 
way carefully round a tree-guard , . 

muttered to himself: " D— it, I'm , 
 locked in!" 

An actor condemned to death was 
asked by the judge if he had any-
thing to say. " Yes," he replied, " this 
is positively my last appearance." 

The Height of Optimism. —A . 

man who fell out of the top win-
dow of a New York skyscraper was 
heard to remark as he passed the 
tenth story: " Well, I'm alright so 
far." 
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It is against the policy of this 
Union that men classed as packers 
and trimmers should move engines 
front place to place. Hustlers should 
be appointed to do this work, and 

 then only within shed limits. 

The annual Federal Conference will 
be held at Perth, W.A., in April next. 
The President, Mr. Deveney, will re-
present this division. 

The best thanks of this Union are  
due to Comrade Alec Ellison for his  
kindness in designing the artistic  
heading appearing on the front page 

 

of this journal. The work is descrip-
tive of our calling, and includes a re-
presentative of the new system of  
electric traction. Our motto and em-
blem appear thereon. The design 

 

leaves little to be desired regarding  

the objects it pictorially conveys, and 
 

the workmanship should recommend 
 

itself to our members or others in-
terested in such work.  

SPARKS.  

(Contributed.)  

Dame rumor has been busy of late,  
and numberless are the stories that  
find credence re the Classification  
Board and its expected award. Do not  
listen to this old woman, as nothing  
official is yet known.  

This Union is a shareholder in 
Labor Papers Ltd. ("The World"). 
Mr. G. Grossman is our representa-
tive. We hope one day to see "The 
World" a literary power in the land. 

It is a bad practice and one much 
in vogue at Port Melbourne to top up 
bunkers when leaving shed. Besides 
cutting down the time allowed to pre-
pare engines it enables the roster to 
be pressed. Enginemen should take 
their proper allowance of coal, and if 
that is insufficient, go out of running 

 

and go for coal. This is a dangerous 
 

practice. Dangerous to life and limb; 
 

dangerous to your Union conditions. 

Two more of our members at the 
front have obtained the Military 
Medal, Messrs. H. Danks and E. G. 
Burnell. Military Medals have also 
been awarded to S. Wells, son of 
Driver J. Wells and the D.C.M. to 
the son of ex-Driver Donald Cameron. 

There are 25 suggested alterations 
to rules, some of an important nature. 
It is proposed to increase the capita-
tion fees from one shilling to two shil 
lings per financial member.  

What is the matter with those 
 

branches that have not forwarded a  
report for this issue? We hope they 
are still in existence. Come along, 

 

boys, send down a monthly report. 
 

Keep your branch advertised. 

Mr. E. Mitchell, Branch Secretary, 
Bcnalla, is to be congratulated on the 
enthusiasm he has displayed in con-
nection with this journal. As well as 
being one of the first to contribute to 
its columns, he has put up a record 
in the number of subscribers ob-
tained. Every member but two in his 
branch are taking "The Footplate." 

Letters of thanks have been re-
ceiveo from Cleaners Gibson, Gangelf, 

 

and McGenniskin for successful 
efforts in getting them reinstated, 

As the cost of living has gone up  
during the last twelve months to a  
considerable extent, it's about time we  
started another agitation for an inde-
Pendent board. We don't want to get  
below the bread line.  

We have had two welcome visitors 
from Queensland, Driver M. A. Wil-
liams, Vice-chairman Roma-street 
Branch, and Fireman W. Cronk, also 
of Rona-street. 

    

Recruits are wanted for active ser-
vice in the industrial army. Enlist  
to-day at Loco. Hall, Victoria-street,  
North Melbourne.  

There seems to be a growing prac-
tice of reducing men when on light 
duty to the wages received for such 

 

work. This is unfair when men are 
hurt on the job. 

The General Secretary S.A. Divi-
sion, Mr. H. George, was present at 
the last Executive meeting, and was 
welcomed by the President, Mr. B. 

 Deveney. Mr. George is an ardent 
and untiring worker in the cause. 

There is a great shortage of cleaners 
in the service, and complaints are 
numerous of the overtime worked and 
dirty state of engines on that ac-
count. 

Do not listen to the rumor monger. 
 Get facts at your branch meetings,  and read "The Footplate."  

The Loco. Pictures are now run by  
the Co-operative Film Co. As this is  a thorough Union firm, members are  recommended to give them their sup-
Port.  

We intend to maintain a strong agi-
tation to keep up the wages of 
motormen on the electric trains. 
There is really no reason why the 
wages should be reduced. 

-r-- 
It is expected that the first electric 

train will be run on the Essendon-
Brighton line about. June next. 

Any train with passenger car at-
tached should be classed and paid for 

 

as a mixed or passenger train. 

We strongly protest against the 
practice of asking drivers to unload 
wood and coal at out-stations to make 
up their time. We hope to get tfiis  
practice knocked out. There is room 
for some demarcation of work here. 
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Mr. Dillon requires that drivers 
shall strictly book repairs to their en-
gines, and will take a serious view of 
such neglect. Drivers should note 
this in their own interest. , 

Those present at the great meeting 
in the Bijou on Sunday last showed 
that they.arc not disposed to take the  

Bowser Government's repudiation of 
Parliament's promise "that railway-
men of this State should have their 
wages determined by a Classification 
Board" without a kick. Determina-
tion and enthusiasm were shown, and 
the resolution submitted was carried 
unanimously. 

"Dangling the carrots in front of 
the donkey's nose" was the way that 
a member of the deputation character-
ised the statement of the Minister for 
Railways on the 15th February, that 
railwaymen should share in any 
profits made by the Railways. The 
"carrots" are well out of reach!  

It is astounding to reasonable 
people that a Government should pro-
pose to double its anticipated surplus  
by withholding proper rates of pay 
from its employees. 

It is apparent that the great  
"dailies" of Collins-street are sup-
porters of the repudiation "policy," 
but no one need be surprised at any-
thing said or done by them after 
their performances during the con-
scription campaign. 

There are grave doubts in the minds 
of most democrats as to whether 
Bowser, the favorite for the Eco-
nomy Stakes, will turn out a 
"Wynner." 

An excellent leading article on the 
present political position as affecting 
railwaymen appears in the "Ararat 
Chronicle" of February 12th. If our 
side of the case could only get a fair  
deal like this from the "dailies" 
there would be no hope of railway-
men getting robbed of their rights. 

Railwaymen's privileges! To granny 
"Argus" the "alleged" privileges of  
railwaymen are as a red rag to the 
proverbial bull. This scribe thinks 
that the vast . majority of Victorian 
railwaymen would glady throw their  
much-vaunted ."privileges" into the  
melting pot for the "long-denied"  
right to get their wages and conditions 
fixed by the Commonwealth Arbitra-
tion Court. 

Queensland Premier Ryan's policy 
speech was an eye-opener for the con-
servatives. Such -a policy would be a 
"Godsend" to stagnant Victoria. 
Fifty-two thousand pounds' profit 
from the State Insurance office, be-
sides reductions in premiums and in-
creased bonuses. What about the  
State Insurance office for Victorian  
railwaymen? 

"Sweat rags" are now substituted 
for waste for enginemen. "Rags and 
sweat" are the two chief things in a 
fireman's life on the wages and coal 
we get nowadays. 

Few of us know what socialism 
really is. E. Belfort Bax,.when asked 
—What is socialism? replied: " It is 
the great modern protest against un-
reality, against the delusive shams 
which now masquerade as verities." 
Ramsay Macdonald, M.P., puts it this 
way:—" Socialism is a theory of social 
organisation, which reconciles the in-
dividual to society, and has discovered 
how the individual in society can at-
tain to a state of complete develop-
ment." heir Hardie's reply was 
short, but indisputable: " It is the 
hope of the world." Philip Snowden, 
M.P., would say: " Socialism means 
the elevation of the struggle for exist-
ence from the material to the intellec-
tual plane. It will raise the struggle 
for existence into a sphere where  
competition shall be emulation, where 
the treasures are boundless, and 
where the abundant wealth of one 
does not cause the poverty of an-
other." Under socialism the posses-
sion of riches will cease to be a ruling 
passion, for honest labor will be a 
guarantee against want, and riches. 
will no longer be the passport to so- 
cial position. It is, 'indeed, the 
" Hope of the world," and the sooner 
the masses realise this fact and unite 
the sooner will humanity be rescued 
from the ravages of capitalism. 

QUESTION BOX.  
SiLiaa,ZFraiXaaaVaaWanSAfZîi:7iñüii/OíZyn 

Leaky Rotary Valve..  
W.S.—What effect doe, a leaky  

rotary valve have on a train?  

Answer—(1) No reserve pressure  
can be carried if the leak is a bad one; .  
(2) brakes are released when handle  
is put on lap; (3) brakes that have a  

'slight leak at triple piston rings stick  
on owing to the gradual rise in train  
line pressure when handle is lapped.  
The two latter troubles can be over-
come by cutting out isolating cock be  
fore applying brake.  

Brakes Dragging,  

C.J.—What is the most important  
factor in keeping brakes off?  

Answer—The time that brake valve  
is kept in charging position when re-
leasing. The length of train must be  
considered and also the amount of  
reduction that was made to apply  
brake. The object is to get main  
res. pressure right back to the last  
brake and yet not to overcharge the  
first brakes—say about 1 second for 
each three vehicles after a 7 -1b. appli-
cation; but this is where judgment is 
required. 

Superheat.  

W.S.—Can you find the amount of  
superheat you are using?  

Answer—Saturated steam varies in  

temperature as the pressure varies.  
Here are some pressures with their  

corresponding temperatures:—  

Temp. in deg. F. 
338  

• 373  
382  

Suppose your pressure gauge shows 
185 lbs., then the temperature of sat-
uarted steam at that pressure is 382 
deg. Subtract this 382 deg. from the 
temperature shown on your pyro-
meter gauge and the difference is the  

amount of superheat. 

Press. in lbs.  
-Ioo  
165  
185  
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