
The University of Melbourne 
MASTER PLAN REPORT 

On 1 March 1971 the Council accepted for future development 
of the University the planning principles incorporated in "The University  
of Melbourne Master Plan Report 1970". 

Council observed that acceptance of the principles contained 
in the Report and as illustrated in the schematic plans, does not commit the 
University to specific buildings or development or to any order in which 
buildings will be erected. Further, the notional construction shown in the 
staged diagrams indicates possible future sites, some of which might not be 
used. It is,however, accepted that no construction would be permitted on 
sites other than those indicated in the Master Plan Report. 

The mein value of the Master Plan is that it shows where 
buildings may not occur. So many universities have developed by building 
in the middle of the nearest convenient gap. The adoption of the principles 
in this Report will, it is hoped, ensure that 'development by gap filling' 
will never again occur in the University of Melbourne. 

The Master Plan is the result of several years work and 
planning. In 1968 the Chairman of the University of Melbourne Buildings 
Committee, Mr Alwynne Rowlands, moved Council to authorize the preparation 
of a Master Plan for the University. 

In December of that year the University, after inviting 
proposals from a number of planning organizations, appointed the Sydney firm 
of Ancher Mortlock Murray and Woolley as Master Planner, with Mr Bryce Mortlock 
as principal in charge, to prepare a plan for the University's development by 
triennial stages to 1985, with guidelines for development thereafter. A planning 
team was formed which included University members and external consultants. 

For most of 1968 the Vice Principal was in the United States 
of America as an Eisenhower Fellow. During that time he examined what was being 
done, in many places, to plan for new Universities and to redevelop old 
Universities in city areas. 

The Master Planner recommended a system of operation which would 
accept new techniques as they become available. From the beginning, survey data 
was acquired in a form suitable for storing and processing by computer. 

At the end of 1969 the planners produced an interim report 
containing preliminary plans and a first statement of the principles which are 
substantially restated in the final report. The University Council approved in 
principle the broad nature of the plan as then presented. 



in Alley 

The Plan below shows the amount of development which, on 
present assumptions, will have taken place by the end of 1984. A study 
of this Plan will show that a number of new courtyard groups will"have 
been started by this date but not all will have been completed. The 
completion of these closed forms is implied in their commencement. The 
drawing on the front page shows the site at some unspecified date after 
1984 with all groups completed which were assumed to have been started by 
the end of that year. 
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101 Beaurepaire Centre 
102 Physical Education 
103 Rec. Grounds C'tee 

Administration 
112 University House 
115 Redmond Barry 
116 School of Agriculture 
122 School of Botany 
129 Physics Cyclotron 
130 Union House 
132 Admin. Annexe 
133 Architecture & Bldg. 
139 New Arts 
148 Economics $ Commerce 
149 Old Arts 
150 Law School 
151 Wilson Hall 
152 Raymond Priestley 
153 Chemistry - Old 
154 Chemistry - East Wing 
156 Appointments Board 

160 Anatomy - Old 
161 Visual Aids 
163 Tribo Physics CSIRO 
164 C/wealth X-ray 
165 Chemical Engineering 
167 Mining 
169 Engineering Workshops 
170 Mechanical Engineering 
174 Civil Eng. & Surveying 
177 Baillieu Library 
178 Physiology 
179 Pathology 
180 Anatomy 
182 Medical Library 
183 Howard Florey 
184 Microbiology 
185 Biochemistry 
191 Arts South 
192 Physics $ Related Sciences 
193 Electrical Eng./Metallurgy 
194 Genetics 



The 1970 Report has two basic objectives, which may be 
described as strategic and tactical. The strategic aim is to lay down firm 
principles which will, if adopted, guide the general direction of future University 
physical development. The tactical aim is to illustrate by means of a series of 
plans the effect of applying the principles to specific building possibilities 
over a fifteen-year period. 

The recommended principles as expressed by the Master Planner 
are as follows:- 

. Land Use:  Land should be put to its most appropriate use as intensively as 
possible, by integrated design of both buildings and open space. 

The Academic Centre:  provided certain standards of building form and open space 
are observed, the academic centre of a university should be developed as 
intensively as possible. No matter how much land is available, its limits should 
set by the walking distance between buildings during the interval between class 
periods. That distance is 880 feet. 

Open Space Standards:  'Park-like' spaces cannot be preserved at the centre. The 
presence of buildings call for 'outdoor rooms', or courts. They may be of all 
sizes provided they are in proportion to their buildings. There are no ideal 
dimensions. Courts provide both shade and sun as well as protection from wind. 
There is endless scope for variety of treatment. 

Building Standards:  Court development is the most efficient for intensive land 
use. It results in continuous building giving twice the density of the next most 
efficient form (linear or street form) at any given ratio of building height to 
distance between parallel frontages. The chosen ratio is one which ensures that 
sunshine can fall on some of the ground in the court even on mid-winter days, and 
it requires that the width of the court should be at least twice the height of the 
buildings on its north, east and west sides. The size of the available sites will 
therefore ensure that buildings will be, with few exceptions, low rise (3 to 5 
storeys) in future. Continuous low-rise buildings around courts are less likely 
to cause unpleasant wind effects but model testing will be carried out nonetheless. 
Continuity also gives greater internal flexibility if properly planned, and its 
characteristic horizontal skyline and unbroken frontages is firmly in the 
tradition of the great streetscapes of the past. 

Traffic Standards:  The aim is to make satisfactory provision for vehicular 
traffic while developing the grounds for optimum use and enjoyment by people 
on foot. This will be accomplished by reducing parking in the grounds, 
eliminating through traffic, discouraging internal traffic movement, and 
providing peripheral car parks. The central area will become a pedestrian haven. 

Landscaping and Planting:  The spaces between buildings are as important as the 
buildings, and their treatment must be related to the total concept. The object 
is to create outdoor living areas, to encourage use and discourage abuse of the 
grounds. A broad overall landscaping effect is sought, without the costly upkeep 
associated with annuals. Paving will be preferably in small scale units such 
as flags, bricks, tiles. Bitumen will be avoided where possible. 

Expansion of the present site 

More than anything else the Plan shows that the University needs more 
land, that the present site must be expanded wherever possible; and this is after 
taking into account the considerable increase in building density made possible by 
continuous court-form buildings. Expansion into Carlton by purchase of individual 
sites has already begun and should continue within the area bounded by Swanston, 
Faraday, Cardigan and Keppel Streets. The Master Planner strongly favours the removal 
of the bowling club from University Square so that the square can become a forecourt 
to the main entrance. It is also recommended that the University must register its 
strong interest in the Melbourne General Cemetery land, in the event that it becomes 
available. for new uses, for long term needs beyond the period provided for by this 
Master Plan. 



UNIVERSITY OF MELBOURNE 

MEMORANDUM TO HEADS OF DEPARTMENTS 

MASTER PLAN REPORT 1970 

Heads of Departments will have noted from Staff News 
and Council Minutes, that Council has accepted the recommendation 
from the Master Plan Report 1970, in the terms expressed in the 
resolution printed inside the cover of the Report itself. 

Council resolved to consider later a further resolution 
which would provide for special procedures to be followed if 
in future it was decided to depart from the principles of the 
Master Plan. 	This suggested resolution was, however, only 
to be considered after full opportunity had been given to all 
sections of the University to comment on the Master Plan Report. 

I attach for your information and that of your staff, 
a copy, or copies, of the Report. 	(More copies will be 
circulated next week). 	Would you please arrange for this. 
to be circulated amongst your staff. 	A meeting of staff 
and students is to be held at 1.00 p.m. on 5th May, 1971, in 
the Public Lecture Theatre for all interested staff and 
students. 	Opportunity will be given for discussion by 
staff and students at this meeting. 

R.D. MrRGINSON, 
VICE-PRINCIPAL. 

20th April, 1971. 
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