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Students in the Law Library, seen from the 
cloisters. 
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T HE Melbourne Law School has both a 
distinguished past and an exciting and eminent 

present. Among its graduates are more than its fair 
share of Governors-General (3), Prime Ministers 
(3), Chief Justices of the High Court (4) and a 
plethora of Premiers and politicians. As a testament 
to its forensic training, it even claims a General! 
More important still, it has been the pre-eminent 
source of judges, barristers and solicitors serving 
the Victorian community. In recent years many 
graduates have also taken their legal skills into 
business and government. 
The Law School's reputation today rests on both 
teaching and research. Teaching has a high priority 
— influenced as much by the quality of our 
undergraduates as by the quality of our staff. 
There is a new curriculum constantly revised to 
keep up with legal and social developments, taught 
by skilled staff with top reputations in their various 
fields. 
The School is a bustling research community which 
the 1987 Pearce Committee found to have the 
highest output in the country. This is helped by 
several centres with special teaching and research 
strengths. The Asian Law Centre concentrates on 
Australia's trading and cultural links with Asia 
and the Pacific; the Centre for Natural Resources 
Law works on resource management problems in 
Australia and overseas, often in developing 

Objectives of 
the Faculty 

The Faculty's official aim is to contribute to 
the study, understanding and improvement 
of domestic and international law and legal 
institutions through: 
(a) teaching at undergraduate and graduate 

levels 
(b) research and scholarly work within the 

Law Faculty and, in conjunction with 
others, 

(c) public and community service and. 
education. 

Faculty of 

Law 
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countries. 	The Centre for Comparative 
Constitutional Studies deals with the complex 
relations between the Federal and State 
governments and laws affecting the process of 
government in neighbouring countries. Then there 
is the Australian Institute ofJudicial Administration 
which provides training and research to improve 
our judicial system. 

Many staff members also advise government, 
business, and the profession in special areas, helping 
with research and policy formulation for a wide 
range of community activities. 

Those who join the School will find an energetic 
and competent group of law teachers, with strong 
community and professional links, anxious to help 
students get the best out of the University — and 
give them a head start for later. 

Aims of the Law Course 

The undergraduate curriculum has as its aims: 

(a) that students understand, and can identify, 
use, and evaluate rules, concepts, and 
principles of law, their derivation, and the 
various theories that attempt to systematise 
them: 

(b) that students acquire the techniques of legal 
reasoning and argument, in oral and written 
form: 

(c) that students understand the institutions of 
the law, and their social, economic, and 
political context: 

(d) that students learn to find the law, to carry out 
independent research and analysis, and to 
think creatively about legal problems; 

(e) that students have acontinuing interest in law 
and obtain satisfaction from its study and 
practice: 

(f) that students develop a critical interest in the 
reform of the law; 

(g) that students appreciate the responsibilities 
of lawyers to the courts, the legal profession, 
the community and individuals within it; 

( h) that students are committed to promote justice. 

List of courses 
Undergraduate 

Bachelor of Laws LLB 
Bachelor of Laws, Honours LLB(Hous) 
Bachelor of Arts/Bachelor of Laws 

BA/LLB 
Bachelor of Commerce/Bachelor 

of Laws BCom/LLB 
Bachelor of Science/Bachelor 

of Laws BScILLB 

Graduate 

Graduate Diploma in Asian Law 
DipAsianLaw 

Postgraduate 

Master of Laws LLM 
Doctor of Laws LLD 
Doctor of Philosophy PhD 

PIanning an 
undergraduate 
course 
About 80 percent of students do law in combination 
with degrees in Arts, Commerce or Science. This 
leads to two undergraduate degrees after five years. 

A Bachelor of Laws (LLB) course can be taken on 
its own in four years. This is often preferred by 
students who already have other post-secondary 
qualifications. 

Students may also graduate with an LLB (lions) 
degree or a combined law and other degree with 
honours (see page 128 under Honours degrees). 

Bachelor of Laws 

The Bachelor of Laws degree is the basic 
qualification for admission to practise law (although 
the graduate also has to do certain extra required 
subjects on completing the LLB and to undertake 
articles or a practical training course to become 
eligible to practise (see Admission to Practise 
Law, page 130). 

To complete the LLB four-year degree course a 
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Points 

27 
27 
27 
19 

100 

Points 

30 
20 

40-60 
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Learning at Law school 

A message from the Dean 

We rely on the fact that your colleagues in the Law 
School will all be bright and highly motivated. 
This makes it possible to be uncompromising 
about excellence and to teach an intellectually 
rigourous and stimulating curriculum. 
Most learning occurs outside the classroom. What 
happens in class is merely the tip of the iceberg. 
You will be expected to assume responsibility for 
your own reading and learning, aided by reading 
guides and your instructors. You will find that 
classes, whenever possible, are opportunities to 
discuss what you've read; to evaluate it from new 
perspectives; and to practise skills as you acquire 
them. 

Don't expect teachers to lecture you. Your teachers 
will prod and probe and sometimes guide. But you 
must come to class ready to ask and answer' 
questions and prepared to have your question 
answered by question after question! To learn the 
lawyer's craft you must engage yourself in it. 
There are other aspects to this. You will have to 
develop research, writing and oral skills, as well as 
a grasp of legal principle and methods. The 
advocacy program will introduce you to oral skills, 
forensic argument and cross-examination and the 
Law Students' Society runs a highly successful 
moot court competition each year. 
That should be enough to warn you that Law 
School is an active not a passive experience. The 
onus is very much on you to get what you can from 
the course. Make the most of your opportunity! 
We won't, of course, let you sink. A member of 

student normally would have to acquire 400 points 	Fourth Year 	 Points 
in the following sequence: 	

Optional Law subjects 
	

90-110 

First Year 	 Points 
	TOTAL 
	

400 

Torts and the Process of Law 
History and Philosophy of Law 
2 x 52 contact hours in non-law subjects 

TOTAL 

40 	Students will find many optional subjects from 

20 	which to choose in planning years three and four of 

40 	the LLB degree course. Each year the Faculty 
offers between 30 and 40 electives. 

100 

Second Year 

Contracts 
Property 
Constitutional and Administrative Law 
Criminal Law 

TOTAL 

Third Year 

Equity 
Legal Theory Subject(s) 
Optional Law subjects (at 10, 15, 20 
or 30 points each) 

TOTAL 	 90-110 

Bachelor of Arts/Bachelor of Laws 
(BA/LLB) 

The BA/LLB course takes five years. Students 
must pass six Arts subjects, including one major 
(three-year) and one minor (two-year) sequence. 
Arts subjects may be chosen based entirely on 
individual preference. A student interested in 
German, Philosophy and English, for instance, 
might plan the following course: 

First Year 

Torts and the Process of Law 
History and Philosophy of Law 
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staff will be assigned as your mentor to help you 
get to know the ropes and avoid the obvious traps 

and you can call on your mentor for help 
whenever you need it. Further, the two law subjects 
which students do in first year give a gradual 
introduction to the methodology and skills you 
will need to use later in your course. Those two 
subjects, History and Philosophy of Law and Torts 
and the Process of Law, have this in common: they 
will teach you to read acutely and probably more 
critically than you have done before. They will 
also allow you to observe and acquire many 
analytical and reasoning techniques, more by 
osmosis than conscious design. 

Professor Michael Crommelin 
Dean of the Law School 

German I 
Philosophy I A 

Second Year 

Constitutional and Administrative Law 
Contracts 
German 2 
Philosophy 2A 

Third Year 

Criminal Law 
Property 
German 3 
English IC 

Fourth Year 

Third Year Law 

Fifth Year 

Fourth Year Law 

A student can take out a BA degree on completing 
the fourth year of the course. 

Bachelor of Commerce/Bachelor of 
Laws (BCom/LLB) 

The BCom/LLB course, which takes five years, 
has the following structure: 

First Year 

Torts and the Process of Law 
History and Philosophy of Law 
Economics A 

plus two of: 
Accounting A 
Economic History A: Economy and Society 
Regional and Urban Development A 
Approved Group III (Level 1) Commerce 

subject 

Second Year 

Constitutional and Administrative Law 
Contracts 
Economics B 
Statistical Method B 
Approved Group II (Level 2) Commerce subject 

Third Year 

Criminal Law 
Property 
One Approved Group II (Level 3) Commerce 

subject 
One Approved Group II (Level 1, 2 or 3) 

Commerce subject 

Fourth Year 

Third Year Law 

Fifth Year 

Fourth Year Law 

A student can take out the BCom degree on 
completing the fourth year of the course. 

Bachelor of Science/Bachelor of 
Laws (BSc/LLB) 

The BSc/LLB course takes five years. Students 
may choose units based on the following structure: 

First Year 

Torts and the Process of Law 
History and Philosophy of Law 
Science units totalling 50 points 
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The Law Students' Society 

All enrolled students are members of the Law 
Students' Society which is funded through the 
Students Representative Council and its own 
considerable efforts. Its officers are elected 
annually with representatives from all years. 
The Society has academic, educational, liaison 
and social roles. 
The Education Sub-Committee meets regularly 
with the Dean and staff on matters of immediate 
concern and elected students sit on the Faculty 
and a number of its committees. The Society 
thus represents student interests on matters like 
curriculum, study conditions, assessment, course 
design and library facilities. 
The Society also maintains and fosters links 
with the legal profession and the wider 
community. It arranges speakers and for a and 
organises voluntary student help for various 
community legal services. It also represents 

student interests to the profession in such matters 
as articles and pre-admission practical 
qualifications. There are close links with the 
Young Lawyers Association and others who 
work to improve employment conditions for 
new entrants to the legal profession. 

The Society's mooting program complements 
the Law School curriculum. It offers all students 
valuable experience in oral presentation of 
arguments and sends teams to annual national 
competitions run by the Australasian Law 
Students Association. 
There are also social activities—an orientation 
program for first year students, an annual Law 
Ball, a Valedictory Dinner, sundry celebrations 
and camps. 

Second Year 

Constitutional and Administrative Law 
Contracts 
Science units totalling at least 80 points 

Third Year 

Criminal Law 
Property 
Science units totalling at least 70 points 

Fourth Year 

Third Year Law 

Fifth Year 

Fourth Year Law 

Honours degrees 

Bachelor of Laws with Honours: Students need 
not enrol for or be selected into, a special honours 
stream to obtain an LLB (Hons). This degree is 
awarded on a retrospective review of performance 
throughout the course. A student will be eligible 
based on a certain amount of assessment by written 

assignments rather than examination and on having 
performed fairly consistently and well. Full details 
are available from the Faculty. 

Bachelor of Laws combined with Honours in 
another discipline: A student can obtain an 
honours degree in Arts, Commerce or Science, 
usually by taking an extra honours year in that 

The Melbourne Universit 
Students edit and manage the twice-yearly Law 
Review, which publishes the research and writing 
of lawyers, law teachers and students. If your 
academic record is good enough, you may be 
invited to join the Review. 

This will give you the chance to write case notes 
and join in research projects, as well as assisting 
with the editorial tasks of proof-reading and 
checking footnotes. Members of the Review elect 
the editors, who appoint a student contributions 
editor, book review editor and business manager. 

The Law Review has great influence in fostering 
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Moot courts, organised by the Law Students' Society, offer valuable experience in oral presentation of 
arguments. The Society sends teams to annual national moot competitions run by the Australasian 
Law Students' Association. 

discipline in fourth year and then doing the final 
two years of the law degree. Details are available 
from the Faculty. 

Single subjects 
Studying just one or two law subjects is usually 
possible but special rules apply. Students should 

consult the Assistant Registrar (Law) to get the 
necessary permission to enrol. 
Overseas practitioners seeking admission in 
Victoria are generally allowed to study subjects 
specified by the Council of Legal Education as 
contin uing education students. 

Part-time studies 

Doing law or even a combined course part-time is 
possible, but requires passing the same number of 
subjects as a full-time student. It is thus a long haul 
and many students try to do at least one or two 
years full-time if they possibly can. Limited 
teaching resources prevent the Faculty from holding 
evening classes. Part-time students must thus be 
able to attend day-time classes. An effort is made 
to arrange a timetable which suits part-time students 
but it is not always possible. 

Undergraduate entry 
Entry to first year law requires applying to the 
Victorian Tertiary Admission Centre in the ordinary 

yaw Review 
and publishing research. It also assists the judicial 
process by its analysis of problems and 
contemporary developments. The standard of a 
law review is widely regarded as a measure of the 
law school producing it. 
You may thus have an opportunity both to acquire 
valuable research and writing skills as well as 
contribute directly to the reputation of your Law 
School and University. Those who have been 
invited to join the Review invariably find the 
experience useful in their professional careers. 
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Careers for Law graduates 

Practising lawyers: Once admitted to practise law, 
you can technically be both a barrister and solicitor, 
although most choose to be one or the other. 
Solicitors work at the coalface with clients, such as 
members of the public, companies and banks. 
Some firms specialise in the work they do. Others 
maintain general practices. They offer advice on 
legal matters; negotiate and represent clients in 
criminal prosecutions and civil actions; prepare 
and process contracts, agreements and other 
documents relating tocompanies land transactions, 
and a wide variety of business and family matters. 
You may find yourself helping people with divorce 
or adoption or sorting out immigration or social 
security problems for your clients. Again, you 
might draw up wills; handle people's estates; 
prepare and administer trust deeds; or work with 
companies on commercial or tax matters. Every 
firm also has room for solicitors who specialise in 
preparing matters for trial and briefing barristers to 
give opinions or appear in court. 
Barristers, on the other hand, are engaged by 
solicitors and don't deal directly with clients. 

They usually write opinions for solicitors on 
doubtful points of law or procedure; draft 
documents involving difficult legal issues, or the 
pleadings which prepare a case for trial; and appear 
in court on criminal prosecutions or civil trials. 

Government lawyers: Many opportunities exist in 
Government service. You can draft Acts of 
Parliament in the Parliamentary Counsel's Office; 
give advice to Government Departments in the 
Victorian Government Solicitor's Office; prepare 
criminal cases for trial and prosecute them in Court 
in the Director of Public Prosecution's Office. 

Various other departments or authorities retain 
lawyers, where you can use your legal skills to 
formulate policy or assist administration in other 
areas which interest you. You could work on 
environmental protection problems in the 
Environment Protection Authority; help the 
Guardianship and Administration Board look after 
the interests of people in institutions; work on 
occupational health and safety problems; help 
administer the Family Court. The possibilities are 
endless. 

way. This is so whether a student is coming 
straight from school, is already enrolled in a tertiary 
institution, is a graduate, or is a mature age applicant. 

Three special entry schemes apply to the Law 
School. Details of eligibility and how to apply are 
in the VTAC Guide to Courses. 

Certain applicants are required to take an entrance 
test, such as graduates in other degrees or students 
who have not passed the VCE or HSC at one sitting, 
during the past six years. Those applying under a 
special entry scheme may also have to take a test. 
See the VTAC Guide to courses for details. 

Students seeking admission after completing first 
year law elsewhere must apply direct to the Faculty, 
not to VTAC. 

Admission to 
practise Law 
Professional admission is controlled by the Council 
of Legal Education and a Board of Examiners. In 
due course the graduate will need to consult the 
Council's Rules if seeking to become a barrister or 
solicitor. 

Practical training 

On completing a law degree and before applying 
for admission to practise it is necessary to either 
• serve 12 months as an articled clerk in a 

solicitor's office; or 
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As you will discover, a law degree — particularly 
when combined with other qualifications — is 
often an advantage in many areas of public 
administration. 

Community lawyers: Many lawyers now look for 
ways of using their special skills to help less-
privileged people in the community. In the 1970s 
a number of community legal services sprang up to 
offer free legal advice and practical help to people 
in trouble with the police, their landlords, their 
employers, their families etc. These services now 
,often have a number of full-time lawyers. Many 
lawyers also work with the Legal Aid Commission, 
providing legal services to those who cannot afford 
to meet the full cost. You will find opportunities 
in immigration advisory services, citizens advisory 
services, adoption and foster care agencies, 
consumer credit services and the Council of Social 
Services. 	Some of these offer full-time 
employment. Many more need the voluntary help 
of panels of lawyers to assist with evening and 
weekend work. Many students who are concerned 
to help less-fortunate people begin working for a 
legal service while they are in law school and 
continue to offer their expertise as a community 
service after they go into practice. 

Corporate lawyers: Most major banks and 
companies have their own legal departments. The 
work varies with the company. If you work for an 
oil company, you can do anything from negotiating 
major joint ventures for exploration to buying 
service stations and writing leases for their 
operation. If you work for a bank, you could put 
together large international financial deals or draft 
standard overdraft or mortgage documents. 
Invariably such lawyers eventually find themselves 
involved in developing policy and often move into 
management positions. If you have combined 
your law with studies in accountancy or economics, 
you may find such opportunities hard to resist. 
Policy formulation: The community now often 
looks on lawyers as planners. Their understanding 
of the processes and balances in government 
administration gives them special skills in shaping 
policy proposals into workable administrative and 
legislative schemes. Policy analysis is also a 
developing area of independent study. There are 
many more opportunities for lawyers with these 
skills and interests than there are trained people to 
fill them. There are opportunities in Law Reform 

Careers for Law graduates .. . 

• do a six months' full-time practical training 
course at the Leo Cussen Institute. 

(Further details are available from the Faculty.) 

Professional Admission 
Summer School 

Between January and March each year, a special 
course is taught on behalf of the Council of Legal 
Education in subjects which must be completed 
before a graduate can enter articles or do the Leo 
Cussen Institute course. The graduate can enrol in 
this course on having completed the subjects 
necessary for the law degree. 
The subjects taught are: 

Accounts 
Evidence 
Procedure 
Professional Conduct 

Higher awards 

Melbourne Law School offers a postgraduate 
program designed to meet the particular needs of 
both busy practitioners and those pursuing more 
scholarly traditions. 
Graduates may choose to do a Masters degree 
(LLM) either by writing a thesis on a research 
topic, or by doing a number of selected postgraduate 
subjects and writing a minor thesis. 
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Careers for Law graduates .. . 

Commissions, as Ministerial advisers, as 
consultants to or employees of government, in 
universities, and in industry or commercial lobby 
groups. If you have a liking for research and are 
prepared to contemplate horizons broader than the 
practice of law, opportunities exist in policy analysis 
of various sorts. 
Research and teaching: Good graduates often 
look forward to doing post-graduate work overseas. 
Melbourne law graduates have disproportionate 
success in obtaining scholarships (two Rhodes 
Scholars in 1989!) and are highly regarded in 
Britain and North America. This experience often 
leads them into academic careers, teaching or 
doing research in Universities or other research 
centres. 
Law graduates are also highly sought after in 
secondary schools, because of the popularity of 
commercial and legal studies. There are always 
opportunities for qualified researchers in the 
Melbourne Law School and the Faculty is also 
keen to involve good graduates in its teaching 
programme, at both the undergraduate and post-
graduate level, either as full or part-time teachers. 

Other careers: From medieval times, law has 
been regarded as a good basic training for 
careers as diverse as the church and the army! 
It is still regarded as an important basic training 
for people seeking entry into quite different 
careers. Many diplomats began with law 
degrees and you will find lots of corporations 
anxious to recruit law graduates and give them 
specialist training. The same is true of statutory 
authorities and the public service. 
A good source of general information about 
career opportunities in law is the pamphlet 
Careers for Graduates in Law which you can 
get from the Graduate Careers Council in the 
Careers and Appointments Building. 

AIternatively the candidate can do a Graduate 
Diploma in Asian Law. From 1991, similar 
specialist diplomas will also be available in other 
areas such as Banking and Finance, Taxation, 
Intellectual Property and Labour Relations Law. 
Higher degrees are also available at Doctor of 
Philosophy (PhD) or Doctor of Laws (LLD) level, 
based on submission of a major thesis prepared 
under close supervision. The LLD also may be 
conferred on someone who submits a particularly 
distinguished or important piece of writing which 
makes a significant contribution to the field of law. 

The PhD is governed by the Academic Board of 
the University. The LLD is awarded by the Faculty 
of Law. 

For more information 

Assistant Registrar (Law), University of 
Melbourne, Parkville, Victoria, 3052. 
Room G-01, Ground Floor, Law Quad-
rangle. 

Tel: +613 (03) 344 6165 
Fax: +613 (03) 347 2392 
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