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Why Germaine Greer’s Life in Letters  
is One For The Archives

In October 2013, the University of Melbourne announced 
its agreement to acquire the archives of a former student, 
feminist scholar and writer Germaine Greer. The Greer 
archive contains the complete works of the Australian 

academic and public intellectual – more than six decades 
worth – an extraordinary record of the life and work of one 
of the most important Australian thinkers of the twentieth 
century.

It’s also, quite simply, an enormous amount of 
material – enough to fill more than 150 filing cabinet 
drawers. Although there are some audiovisual and digital 
components, the archive is comprised mainly of paper.

International Perspective
Although Greer has resided outside of Australia for 
most of her adult life (she moved to the UK to study 
at Cambridge in 1964), her archive contains much 
material about Australia: from family history and 
religious school reunions, university education, 
the anti-war, women’s liberation and social protest 
movements, including an invitation from historian, 
activist and writer Denis Altman to speak at a sexual 
liberation seminar at the University of Sydney in 1972. 
It also includes research notes, manuscripts, and 
responses to Greer’s essays, journalism, and books.

The archive provides a glimpse of what Greer, writing 
in The Guardian in 2004, called “the Australian situation 
from an international perspective”. This is a perspective 
informed not just by the rarefied experience of the 
Cambridge postgraduate (captured in her 1964/5 diary 
as a round of lectures, poker, parties and even song)
but also by travel throughout Asia and Africa in the 
1970s and early 1980s on journalistic assignments.

And so, even as she questioned Australian anti-
apartheid protests against the 1971 Springbok tour in the 
context of Australian racial politics, the international 
importance of the Australian labour tradition was not 
lost on Greer, its inf luence on her own student generation 
apparent via figures such as University of Melbourne 
economic historian and federal politician Jim Cairns. 
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Germaine Greer at the 2013 archives announcement, 
Leigh Scott Room, University Library
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Outposts of Rebellion
The reverse and more important perspective in the 
archive is that of an Australian in the world. We 
see Greer performing what she claims to be a mode 
of native egalitarian and fearless inquiry, which 
produced one of the most inf luential books of the 
twentieth century, The Female Eunuch, in 1970.

An international best-seller, The Female Eunuch was 
widely read and debated in the burgeoning feminist 
movement of the 1970s, and remains an iconic text.

The archive holds plenty to support study of 
the work and second-wave feminism, including a 
multicoloured handwritten outline for the book, two 
pages of autograph typescript for the work “my book 
on women for which I have not yet devised a title” and 
70 pages of typescript (on pumpkin-coloured paper), as 
well as files of material on reception of the text in the 
media and the wild. One librarian writes to Greer: 

“It is exciting to see things stirring, even in the 
small lumber and mining towns of the northern 
Ontario wilderness. As a librarian I’m going to 
make certain your book reaches those outposts 
of rebellion.”

Feminist History
The University of Melbourne started collecting 
feminist archives in 1974. The Greer archive 
will add new, rich sources for scholars trying to 
understand this complex social movement.

The archive offers much more than a literary 
account of the feminist movement. Drawers full of 
unsolicited correspondence from members of the public 
on a multitude of topics bring academic and public 
debates into direct dialogue with private lives. No 
mere celebrity role-call, the protagonists and subjects 
are very present in Greer’s correspondence (although 
there are letters from Canadian writer Margaret 
Atwood, activist Abbie Hoffman, film director and 
actor Warren Beatty, art critic John Berger, former 
Pakistan prime minister Benazir Bhutto, film director 
Federico Fellini, former Indian prime minister Indira 
Gandhi, writer and television personality Clive James, 
feminist writer Dale Spender and many more).

In keeping with some of the promise of 1970s feminism, 
the archive includes many voices and reveals Greer’s 
diligent documentation of sources and inf luences.

Greer is an accomplished archival researcher who, 
in her own scholarly works on early modern English 
writing, compares, edits and gives new readings of 
manuscripts and published editions. Material relating 
to this scholarship as well as research on women 
and art (including Greer’s 1979 book The Obstacle 
Race) comprises sections of the archive and there is 
correspondence with academics and librarians on 
specific questions of sources and interpretation.

Study of women artists in the past informs Greer’s own 
experiences as a sitter, including runs of correspondence 
with her British portraitists Paula Rego and Tacita Dean.

Not Much for Gossips – Plenty for Biographers
Study of the media and women in the media over the 
period of Greer’s engagement with the fourth estate 
is a hefty topic. There are sketches and notes for 
Cambridge Footlights Theatre and Greer’s work on 
a translation of Lysistrata for the National Theatre 
commissioned by Kenneth Tynan, which was not 
produced. Greer’s many appearances on TV from 
the critical to the comedic are recorded on video.

Greer claims there is nothing for the gossips in 
her archive. She may not be the Percy Grainger of 
the literary world, but there is plenty of personal 
material for biographers to work with here.

Greer’s extraordinary archive is a biography of 
social and intellectual challenge and change. The 
archive will be physically acquired in late 2014.

Dr Katrina Dean

University Archivist

A version of this article was originally published in  
The Conversation

http://go.unimelb.edu.au/kd2n

Find Images Online! 
You can find this image and many others in UMA’s image 
catalogue: http://go.unimelb.edu.au/hz6n.

Detail from International Women’s Day March, 1962. 
Communist Party Collection BWN482/2
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For some time now, I have been searching for material 
on Frank Keating, a partner in Gibbs, Bright & 
Co., a merchant house based in Melbourne.

I first came across Keating in an article by Bernie 
Schedvin, whose surname may be familiar because her 
husband was a Deputy Vice-Chancellor at the University 
of Melbourne. Schedvin wrote about a remarkable 

conflict in the early 1920s between a Queensland Labor 
government and a group of British-registered companies that 
had invested heavily in the state’s pastoral industry. After 
winning an election outright for the first time in 1915, Labor 
wanted to abolish the statutory limit on how far pastoral rents 
could be raised. The companies regarded the proposals as a 
breach of contract. Labor finally forced the issue in early 1920 
by swamping the Legislative Council with its own nominees. 
The uproar poisoned Queensland’s credit in London, making 
it impossible for the Government to borrow more British 
money to finance the State’s economic development. As 
chairman of the Australian Pastoral Company, Frank Keating 
was in the thick of it. 

The episode has always fascinated me. I wondered how 
Keating and the other businessmen – a group Schedvin 
dubbed the “London pastoral lobby” – managed to organise 
the boycott in the first place and then persist with it until 
1924, when a deal was finally struck with the State Premier, 
Ted Theodore. There was also the question of the episode’s 
wider meaning. What could it tell us about the persistence of 
certain kinds of British influence in Australia well into the 
twentieth century? Schedvin offered tantalising clues but I 
always felt there was much more to learn. Even within a short 
time of her article’s publication in 1970 an enormous variety 
of new sources had become available to historians, including 
at UMA. For a long time the Queensland pastoral rents 
dispute remained a side interest for me. But while pursuing 
other interests and projects I always kept my eyes open for 
useful material. Keating continued to make his appearances, 
asking the Secretary of State to intervene in 1918, meeting 
the Governor of the Bank of England during the early 1920s, 
and then participating in the final negotiations. Eventually 
I decided to write a book about Queensland. There had, in 
fact, been two earlier occasions in which the colony’s credit 
was on the verge of collapse. The story of the pastoral rents 
dispute would, I thought, be a fitting climax. And so my hunt 
for relevant records intensified. It took me from Brisbane to 
Edinburgh and then back to Australia, until finally it brought 
me to the Cultural Collections Reading Room on the third 
floor of the Baillieu Library. I completed my joint honours 
degree in History and English Literature at the University 
in 1981 and was then awarded a University scholarship 
that allowed me to study for my doctorate overseas. It was 
curious to find I had travelled full circle to complete the 
research for what I hoped would be a belated first book.

As I have already implied, Schedvin had had little to work 
with. In fact, her only manuscript sources were two files 
of correspondence in the records of an English merchant 
bank, Antony Gibbs & Sons, which were then kept at the 

Guildhall Library in London. The letters were written to 
Frank Keating. They survived because Keating was a partner 
in Gibbs, Bright & Co., an Australian merchant house in 
which Antony Gibbs also had a substantial interest. Keating 
himself was based in the latter’s offices at 22 Bishopsgate, in 
the heart of the City of London. The correspondence dated 
mostly from 1920, a critical year in the company’s struggle 
with Queensland Labor. One large file comprised letters from 
Keating’s partners in Melbourne and Sydney; the other was a 
fat dossier of political reports from Percy Deane, the private 
secretary of Australia’s Prime Minister, Billy Hughes. Both 
files showed that Keating and his associates were deeply 
involved in raising funds to support the anti-Labor political 
campaign in Queensland. Otherwise, they shed little light 
on what had actually happened in London. They covered all 
too brief a period and did not include any copies of Keating’s 
own letters. As sometimes happens, the files were an odd 
and isolated survival. And so, hoping to find the letters 
Keating had written over the entire course of the dispute, 
I turned to the records of Gibbs, Bright & Co. at UMA.

Research often involves more hope than expectation, 
and it was especially so in this instance. The Gibbs, Bright 

In Search of Frank Keating

“Prell’s Building” on the corner of Queen St and Flinders 
Lane, owned and partly occupied by Gibbs, Bright and Co.
Sears Studio, late 1880s.
Gibbs, Bright and Co, 1980.0115 (BWP 3325)
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& Co. records were taken into UMA in the early 1980s. 
The largest of the three accessions (1980.0115) spans 130 
years, from 1840–1970, and occupies approximately 78 
metres of shelf space. The brief description in the UMA 
database was suggestive, but there was no way of knowing 
whether what I wanted had survived. The real explorer 
was Jane Beattie, Reading Room Officer, who responded 
to my original email. It was she who scanned the metres of 
shelf-space and made notes from annotations on the sides 
of 800-odd archive boxes in the repository. Even then, the 
first selection was disappointing; the second (quite late into 
my research) was far more than I could have hoped for. 

At this point I should say a little more about the man I was 
searching for. Francis Amboor Keating (1853–1929) combined 
brains with business acumen, a coincidence according to the 
writer of his obituary in The Times “which does not always 
accompany such a brilliant intellect” (April 18, 1929, p. 21). 
He was a scholarship boy at Eton and St John’s College, 
Oxford, and then met the merchant banker Henry Hucks 
Gibbs, who was friendly with his father. The Gibbs family 
were just starting their partnership with the Bright brothers 
in Melbourne, and Keating was sent to work with the colonial 
firm. By the end of the 1880s he was a partner and fast 
becoming a leading light in the local business community. 
He married Constance Mary Prell, one of the daughters of a 
German entrepreneur and property developer who pioneered 
the erection of large office blocks in Melbourne, including the 
eponymous buildings – for the most part now demolished 
– on Queen Street. Gibbs, Bright & Co. owned and part-
occupied Number 34. Keating himself acquired a spacious 

town house, “Alta Vista”, at the corner of Punt Road and Tivoli 
Place in South Yarra. The theft of jewellery valued at around 
$160,000 in today’s money during a dinner party in 1893 was 
a brief press sensation (the butler did it, with the help of an 
accomplice.) By then, Keating was also dabbling in local politics 
and representative of that great social body Manning Clark 
parodied as ‘Yarraside’ in the final volume of his History—
Melbourne’s commercial middle class. He was propertied, 
protestant, conservative and proudly British. His absences 
overseas on the firm’s business, however, were becoming 
increasingly frequent. In 1903, he re-settled permanently in 
England with his family, taking over the direction of Gibbs, 
Bright and Co.’s interests in London. It required him to stay 
in constant touch with his partners in Melbourne and Sydney. 
This was the correspondence Jane Beattie discovered for me.

The private letters of business partners, company directors 
and senior managers are different from those written 
for more general circulation. They include the essential 
confidential information that amplified and supplemented 
what was contained in more formal or routine reports, as 
well as much else: assessments of character and occasional 
gossip; news of family and friends (or children on active 
service); requests for personal favours; advice about stocks 
and shares; and exchanges of news and views about politics, 
politicking and subscriptions to political funds. When they 
survive in business archives, it is often only as one side of 
the correspondence or with large lacunae or, as in the case of 
the London material Schedvin used, as an isolated fragment. 
This meant the discovery of Keating’s letters was particularly 
exciting. The files started around 1910 and continued into 

Offices of Gibbs, Bright and Co, Corner of Flinders Lane and Bond St, c1883
Sir Wilfred Russell Grimwade, photographer, 1882-1884, Reference 1975.0089, UMA/I/4271
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the second half of the 1920s. The most useful runs of letters 
were those exchanged with the senior partners in Melbourne 
and Sydney, James E. Hayne (who also married one of the 
Prell daughters; a third married the pastoralist, politician 
and company director George Fairbairn) and Sir Alfred 
Meeks, as well as the letters written by Alfred Bright during 
periods when Hayne was ill or absent. But files of letters to 
other partners and businessmen, including C. F. Courtney, 
the Australian manager of Sulphide Corporation, a Broken 
Hill mining company for which Gibbs, Bright and Co. was 
the managing agent, also spilled out from the archive boxes. 
Many of the attachments Keating enclosed also survived, 
including other correspondence he had received in London.

This is only a selective summary, one snapshot of the 
records of a remarkable firm. Gibbs, Bright & Co. originated 
as a typical British merchant house and was equally typical in 
the ways in which it diversified. When Antony Gibbs & Sons 
started their partnership with the Bright brothers in 1881 
the core of the business was the consignment and import of 
merchandise, either as agents or for their own account. But 
in a rapidly expanding colonial economy the temptations 
to branch into pastoral finance, mining promotions and, 
under Keating’s influence, even into a form of local merchant 
banking were considerable. The legacy in the early twentieth 
century was a mixed portfolio of shareholdings, a solid list of 
managing agencies – including for Sulphide Corporation, the 
Australian Pastoral Company and Cunard’s Commonwealth 
& Dominion line – and control of the Sydney-based wire 
goods manufacturer, John Lysaght Brothers & Co., which 
also spun off considerable business for the Pitt Street 
office. Reviewing the firm’s position at the beginning of the 
1920s, the author of an unsigned report (probably Keating 
himself) emphasised the importance of the ‘tied’ business 
arising from Lysaght and the various agencies: “Through 
it and through the managing agencies in particular, we are 
brought in perpetual contact with all the main currents of 

Australian commerce” (1980.0115, box 803). Keating’s letters 
and the replies sent to him place us within those “main 
currents”. We enter the business, political and social worlds 
of a vanished commercial middle class and thus also come 
into contact from the inside with an Australian conservatism 
which had deep roots in an older British Australia.

It would be wonderful if resources could be found to 
thoroughly catalogue and conserve the Gibbs, Bright & 
Co. archive and make this rich source more accessible to 
researchers in many fields. In the end, I sampled only a small 
fraction of the material, but there was more than enough for 
my purposes. My plans for my book have changed; the London 
pastoral lobby itself will now be the centre of the story. The 
discovery of Keating’s correspondence was, of course, one 
of the most important reasons for this. I hope to discover a 
photograph of this energetic businessman who preferred to 
avoid the limelight. Then I really will be able to say that I’ve 
finally found Frank Keating. 

Dr Bernard Attard

Lecturer, University of Leicester

Bernard Attard is a Lecturer in Economic History at the 
University of Leicester in the United Kingdom and is 

completing the research for a book about British business, 
Australian conservatism and informal empire in  
eastern Australia in the early twentieth century.  

He can be contacted at bpa1@le.ac.uk

Part of Mahlstedt’s Fire Insurance Plan, 1910, showing both the 
earlier and later premises of Gibbs, Bright and Co, on Flinders 
Lane at centre left.  
Mahstedts Vic. Pty Ltd, 1961.0017, item 3, page 15
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The Beginnings of Social Work in Australia

Social work began in the twentieth century as a 
predominantly female profession. As has been well 
illustrated in The Shopii, Richard Selleck’s history of 
the University up until 1939, women of the 1930s were 

eligible to enter established professions such as medicine 
and law but still faced severe prejudice and career barriers. 
Social work offered intelligent women interesting careers and 
opportunities for leadership. The University of Melbourne 
reached out actively to the initiators of this new profession.  
Zoologist Georgina Sweet (the first woman to be granted a 
Doctorate of Science (DSc) from an Australian university) called 
for the first meeting in Melbourne in 1931 to establish general 
social work training. Following this meeting, the Committee 
on Training for Social Work met with a sub-committee of the 
University Professorial Board with Professor Scott in the chair, 
to discuss University cooperation in “a two years course of 
academical (sic) training for social workiii”. For the first seven 
years of the course, students took some university subjects and 
received external tuition as well.

In the 1930s when social work education was being 
established, two of its most essential underpinning 
disciplines, psychology and sociology, were not yet taught 
at the University; philosophy and economics provided the 
social science theory. Professor Alexander (Sandy) Boyce 
Gibson, Professor of Philosophy, chaired the Board of Social 
Studies for most of the first decade of the course. He was 
well aware of the value of this neophyte profession from his 
association with the Settlement Movement in Birmingham 
(England). By 1940, both the University of Melbourne and the 
University of Sydney had established social work education 
courses (Sydney in February and Melbourne in December). 

The first Director of Training, the charismatic Jocelyn 
Hyslop, developed an outstanding course despite many 
obstacles. Aged 38 on her arrival in 1934, she held social 
work and sociology qualifications from the London School 
of Economics and Politics, and was an experienced tertiary 
teacher. Despite her own English education she was committed 
to American methods of teaching the new profession. Most 
importantly, she was a woman of great character who left 
an indelible impression. Her intellectual contribution and 
strong arguments come to life in the Board of Social Studies 
minutes, as well as in numerous quotations in the press. 

The Board of Social Studies minutes vividly describe the 
pressure the department was under during the Second World 
War. At this time, the Department of Labour and National 
Service was supporting the war effort by facilitating women 
working in munitions factories and other essential rolesiv. 

Despite being desperately under-resourced, the University’s 
social work department responded to government and Red 
Cross demands for psychiatrically trained social workers. It 
undertook a number of special training courses for ‘industrial 
welfare officers’ to work with returned soldiers trying come to 
terms with their war experiences and adapting to life at homev. 
These young Red Cross social workers traversed Victoria, 
often in Red Cross trucks, visiting returned soldiers and their 
families in isolated farms and far-flung towns across Australia. 

Melbourne’s early graduates in social work staffed 
government and non-government organisations, often 
in very senior roles and many contributed to the newer 
university social work courses that sprang up after 1970.
Australian social work is now well established and 
internationally respected and the course continues at the 
University of Melbourne. The University can be proud of its 
early support and continuing status as a leader in the field. 

Jane Miller

In 2014 the University of Melbourne will host the Joint 
World Conference on Social Work, Education and Social 

Development. The founding conference in this series was 
held in Paris in 1928. 

i  ‘Opinion after 10 years of social service’ The Argus 25 October 1944, p 8 
ii  RJW Selleck, The Shop, The University of Melbourne 1850-1919, MUP,   
     Melbourne, p 650 
iii  ‘Training for Social Work’, The Other Half,  December 1932, pp 33-34 
iv  Board of Social Studies Minutes, July 8, 1942, p 39 
v   Board of Social Studies Minutes, June 28 1943, p 68

(social work) is not giving charity – soup, 
flannel and groceries – as in the good old days 

in England, neither is it giving good advice, 
telling people how to bring up their children, 
how they should spend their money, nor is it 
inspection (of their houses)...What the social 

worker does is to help people help themselves.
(Jocelyn Hyslop, 1943)i

“

ˮ

University of Melbourne Zoology staff and senior students, 
3 September 1925, photographed with Old Wilson Hall in the 
background. Georgina Sweet is at right front, in furs.
Photographer unknown, UMA/I/1307
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Morris House, the home of the Charity Organisation Society (later 
known as the Citizens’ Welfare Service) was named after the 
society’s founder, Professor E.E. Morris, who had been appointed 
to the Chair of Modern Languages and Literatures at Melbourne 
in 1884 and was known as the philanthropic professor. The 
foundation stone for Morris House was laid in July 1924. It soon 
became a practical expression of cooperation between charities, 
a number of which were housed there alongside the COS. After 
the Second World War, with increased prosperity and improved 
government social services, the COS became less relevant and 
financial problems saw Morris House being sold in 1957.

Handbill, Citizens’ Welfare Service, 1980.0087, unit 2

Founding head of social work at the University of 
Melbourne, Jocelyn Hyslop (R), with her successor, 
Ruth Hoban (L), looking at a card index system, 
demonstrating their commitment to a systematic approach 
particularly through the use of social surveys. 

The Argus, Wednesday 25 October 1944 p.8

Alexander Boyce Gibson UMA/I/6996 Photographer unknown 
Meanjin – CB Christesen, reference number 2005.0004

The vast change in public attitude in the last ten years must 
be attributed to Miss Hyslop…she fought both in season 
and most fortunately also out of season for the claims of 

the trained social worker and she has stayed long enough 
to achieve a revolution…She has been a great pioneer in the 
old Australian tradition. She has had the gift of enthusiasm 

and of importing it, a clear sense of strategy, and a  
pronounced talent for organisation.

Part of Alexander Boyce Gibson’s speech at Board of 
Social Studies meeting December 5 1944, Hyslop's last 

meeting, Registrar's correspondence, UM 312

“

ˮ
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The Little-Known Social Work Holdings  
in UMA and Special Collections

While undertaking research on the origins of 
social work education at the University of 
Melbourne I have found rich resources in 
UMA. It holds the full records of the Charity 

Organisation Society (COS) from 1887 (reference number 
1991.0153, see also Citizens’ Welfare Service reference 
number 1980.0087), including minutes of meetings and 
copies of its publications the Charity Review (1900–1916) 
and The Other Half (1926–1937). COS played an important 
role in the late nineteenth and early twentieth century 
in attempting to coordinate welfare services and lobby 
government. It was also an early supporter of education for 
the twentieth-century profession of social work. Associated 
with these archives is the Greig Smith Social Work History 
Collection, which was donated to the Baillieu Library’s 
Special Collections in 1987, at the point when the COS 
(by then called the Citizens’ Welfare Service) celebrated 
its hundredth anniversary. This collection of books and 
pamphlets begins in 1875 but is mainly from 1905 to 1940. 
Most of the titles originate in the UK or the USA although 
some are Australian. Subjects range from aged welfare 
and child welfare to social work research and theory. The 
collection includes books such as Australian author Alice 
Henry’s book Women and the Labour Market from 1923. 
(Henry, a close friend of Miles Franklin, worked for the 
National Women’s Trade Union League of America in 
Chicago in the early twentieth century.) Other titles include 
Disasters, the American Red Cross in Disaster Relief 
(1918) by J.B. Deacon and an undated Australian book The 
Homeless Boy in Victoria by D. Keep and Saxel Tuxen, 
which had been issued by the Brotherhood of St Laurence 
and the Youth Welfare Crusade. It is an eclectic but very 

interesting collection, which gives a picture of what some of 
Victoria’s charity policy makers thought was important in 
the early twentieth century. Paul Anderson’s “Bibliography 
and Guide” gives an excellent overview of the collectioni.

UMA holds the full minutes of the Board of Social 
Studies (reference UM 265), including those from 
1933–40 (prior to the University taking responsibility for 
social work education) as well as archives of social work 
heads of department such as Jocelyn Hyslop, Associate 
Professor Ruth Hoban and Dr Leonard Tierney (UM 312, 
1991.0097 and 2008.0060). Records of the Victorian 
Institute of Hospital Almoners, the group who ran the 
first social work education in Australia (references 
1972.0026 and 1990.0024) are also held by UMA.

The material would also be of interest to those 
interested in the history of the University, charity and 
social welfare in Victoria over the past 100 years, and to 
those interested in women and the work place or women in 
the Second World War. The recent acquisition of the Social 
Research Policy Archive from RMIT greatly enhances 
these holdings especially in the areas of social policy and 
youth affairs. 

Jane Miller

New Blog for UMA
Stories old and new from archives 
of business can be found here:

umabusinessarchives.wordpress.com

Visit the blog and leave a comment!

Broken Hill South, 1974.0040 
BWP 23,124

Jane Miller is a retired social worker, now undertaking a 
PhD at the University of Melbourne. Her thesis is being 

jointly supervised by Professor Marie Connolly (Social 
Work) and Professor Kate Darian Smith (History). 

i  Paul Anderson, ‘The Greig Smith Social Work History collection’, A 
Bibliography and Guide, Baillieu Library and Citizens’ Welfare Service 1987
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A New Acquisition:  
Viticultural Society of Victoria

In 2013 UMA acquired the 
Viticultural Society of Victoria 
(VSoV) collection, a valuable 
addition to existing wine industry 

collections at UMA. The society was 
formed during Melbourne Show week 
in 1905 by a group of leading wine 
industry figures and is Australia’s oldest 
wine society. The records track the 
development of industry policy following 
Federation and illuminate the role 
played by a number of the leading wine 
merchants, such as the Seabrook family.

The second half of the nineteenth 
century saw fortunes slowly wane 
in gold prospecting while there was 
increased recognition of Victoria’s 
grape growing potential – the time 
was ripe for investment in viticulture. 
Many influential men in business 
and politics such as Joseph Best, 

Hans Irvine, who purchased Best’s 
Great Western vineyard and Hubert 
de Castella, founder of St Hubert’s 
Vineyard, took advantage of these near 
perfect conditions and so the fledgling 
viticultural industry began to flourish. 
By the 1890s, Victoria was Australia’s 
leading wine manufacturer, producing 
over half the country’s wine stock. 
However this initial period of prosperity 
came to an end due to a number of 
factors: the spread of the devastating 
European vine disease Phylloxera; 
the looming threat of tariff reduction 
by an unsympathetic government; a 
strong temperance movement which 
successfully lobbied government for 
stricter alcohol laws; and a seemingly 
disinterested public. All of these factors 
contributed to a decline in the industry. 

UMA records provide a rich source of 

primary material documenting the early 
days of the VSoV in an era dominated 
by tea drinking. The VSoV was an 
influential group and a number of its 
members had links to powerful allies 
in politics, agriculture and industry. 
They would meet regularly at the RACV 
building in Bourke Street Melbourne, 
where they would work on strategies 
to revive the industry and stimulate 
interest in wine. The VSoV provided 
the viticultural industry with a united 
voice that enabled more effective 
lobbying of government for help with 
the major problems of the day such as 
the fight against Phylloxera. The records 
show how the government- appointed 
viticultural expert, Francois De Castella, 
achieved success with his radical 
approach using ‘rootstock’ to fight the 
disease and save Victoria’s vineyards. 

The VSoV had its own constitution 
and over time it established its own 
customs and traditions. Members 
were expected to wear the society’s 
crested blue tie to all VSoV events; 
these included wine tastings that 
kept members in touch with changing 
local and global trends. Annual 
luncheons became de rigueur – menus 
in the collection provide a wealth 
of information about the changing 
culinary attitudes and mores of 
Victorian society during the twentieth 
century, evidence that ‘Filets Mignons 
Printanier and a glass of claret’ 
were once the order of the day.

Melinda Barrie

Business Archivist

Sources: David Dunstan (2013), A 
Vision for Wine: A History of the 

Viticultural Society of Victoria, 
End2End Books, Hawthorn.

Viticultural Society of Victoria, 
2013.0070

Viticultural Society of Victoria, 2013.0070
Photograph annotated as ‘1908 Wine Judging Royal Melbourne Show’, 
Left to Right W.E. Lillie, W.J. Seabrook, Wine Steward, Stewart Johnson, W.W. Senior.
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UMA Digitisation Program

Settlers’ Diaries and Correspondence 

UMA has partnered with 
digital humanities publishers 
Alexander Street Press 
(ASP) to digitise a selection 

of significant settlers’ diaries and 
correspondence. The records will be 
part of ASP’s module, Early Experiences 
in Australasia: Primary Sources and 
Personal Narratives 1788–1901, 
which features material from many of 
Australia’s archival institutions. The 
selected UMA records are particularly 
descriptive accounts of the period and 
thus provide a rich resource for the ASP 
module. 

The digitised records include 
correspondence from James Butchart 
(ca. 1841–1853) who arrived in 
Melbourne as a 19-year-old in 1842. 
These letters describe working 
conditions in the pastoral industry, 
the 1840s depression in Melbourne 
and the impact of the gold rush. 

Other correspondence sets include 
that of the Ritchie family (1840s–1860s), 
a successful Western district farming 
family; the Bishop family (1880s–1890s), 
Victorian coach builders; and William 
Henry Archer (1850s–1890s), Victoria’s 

Registrar-General and a proponent of 
Catholic interests in the colony. A list 
of Archer’s correspondents reads like a 
colonial ‘Who’s-Who’ – Redmond Barry, 
John Pascoe Fawkner, Bella Guerin, 
Baron Sir Ferdinand von Mueller, 
Frederick Standish, William Stawell, 
Anthony Trollope and Raffaelo Carboni, 
who wrote concerning the events 
leading up to the Eureka Stockade. 

Diaries included in the project are 
primarily written by women such as 
Mrs Butler (1846), the wife of Captain 
Butler, Government Resident at Quicker 
Bay outpost near Mount Gambier; 
Mary Ann Sibella Riddell (1843–1846), 
an amateur author and member of a 
squatting family; and Elizabeth Jane 
Leggo (1886–1913), who lived on the 
Ballarat and Bendigo goldfields. Excerpts 
from the diary of Colonel William Mair, 
an early commandant in the mounted 
police forces of New South Wales and 
Victoria have also been digitised.

Katie Wood
 

Co-ordinator, Reading Room and  
Curator, Malcolm Fraser collection

Letter from ‘The Ocean’s Mighty Waste’ 
7 September, 1855. James Butchart, 
1990.0083 image UDS2013228-11

Hayward Family – Surinam letters (2011.0031) 

In 2011 UMA was gifted a series of correspondence between the members of the Hayward Family from the plantation 
‘Pieterszorg’ in Surinam (Suriname) to Bristol and London in England and Rotterdam and Amsterdam in Holland. The 
correspondence primarily concerns the family business in the production and trade of sugar and coffee and the related slave 
trade between 1799 and 1851.

Combined with the extensive Bright Family Papers, which document plantations, trade and slavery in the Caribbean, the 
Hayward letters add to what is becoming an important collection of Atlantic studies research material at the University of 
Melbourne, unparalleled in Australia. Of particular interest is the fact that the Hayward Collection spans the period after the 
abolition of the slave trade in the British Empire (1807) but continued under Dutch colonial rule in Surinam (and elsewhere in 
the Dutch colonies) until 1863. These letters also shed light on significant events such as the slave revolt in Barbados on 14 April 
1816, and the effect of the Napoleonic wars on trade prices. Also revealed is the anxiety at the likely effect on business in the West 
Indies, should the Dutch follow the English in abolishing slavery. 

The letters join existing material in the Hayward Family Collection at UMA which includes records from Isaac Johnson 
Thomas Hayward (III) (1837–1905), gold miner and participant in the rebellion at the Eureka Stockade in 1854, and the papers of 
John Isaac Hayward (1901–1999), University of Melbourne medical student and the first doctor in Australia to practice solely as a 
thoracic surgeon.

Denise Driver
 

Co-ordinator, Collection Management

library.unimelb.edu.au/digitalcollections
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Audiovisual Archiving at UMA

UMA’s holdings are testament 
to rapidly changing 
audiovisual technologies 
across the nineteenth, 

twentieth and twenty-first centuries. 
Included in the collections are 35mm 
film fragments ‘Horseshoeing’ (1893) 
& ‘Eugen Sandow’ (1894) belonging 
to Thomas Edison’s assistant, W. 
K. Laurie Dickson (almost certainly 
the earliest examples of moving 
image technology known to exist 
in Australia), an early zinc coated 
‘Echo Disc’ voice recording of Alfred 
P. Derham, home movie footage 
from the Jimmy Watson collection 
(1920s–40s), production material 
and outtakes from documentaries in 
the Repco Ltd & CRA Ltd (Rio Tinto) 
collections (1950s–80s), and u-matic 
video recordings of staff training from 
Fletcher Jones & Staff Pty Ltd. (1970–
80s). In addition, the University of 
Melbourne’s film and video production 
unit, in its various guises, spans more 
than 50 years, in formats from 16mm 
film to Jpeg2000 digital files.

Since October 2012 UMA has 
been engaged in a thorough audit of 
its audiovisual holdings. This audit 
has enabled UMA to conduct an 
in-depth analysis of its audiovisual 
collections and future needs, laying 
the ground work for future projects. 
With the generous support of the 
Miegunyah Fund, this project is a 
timely response to the many challenges 
facing the future of audiovisual 
preservation and access in the 
digital age. The major objectives of 
the project are to: understand the 
size of the UMA holdings; identify 

audiovisual materials most at risk, 
either from deterioration or the 
obsolescence of playback equipment; 
conduct preservation work and 
improve storage; and undertake 
assessments of cultural significance. 

The audit findings will inform a 
comprehensive preservation schedule 
and a selective digitisation program.

About the Project
The project began with an initial 
collections level assessment across 450 
accessions. Using a number of existing 
collection management databases, 
finding aids, paper files and other 
acquisition files, this information 
has been collated and items have 
been located in the Repository.

Stage 1 of the project was the 
identification of audiovisual formats of 
more than 30 different types including 
35mm, 16mm, 9mm, 8mm film 
(nitrate, acetate, polyester); 2-inch, 
1-inch, u-matic, 8mm cartridge, 
Betacam SP videos; reel-to-reel ¼ inch 
audio tape (paper, acetate, polyester) 
and gramophone recordings (zinc 
coated, shellac, lacquer, vinyl). Many 
of these formats are inherently at risk 
due to their physical composition with 
problems such as vinegar syndrome 
in acetate items, mould, shrinkage 
and colour fading, oxide shedding and 
sticky tape syndrome with magnetic 
media; crazing and corrosion of 
lacquer and zinc coated discs. UMA 
is not alone in facing preservation 
challenges and dealing with difficulties 
in sourcing playback equipment due 
to increasing risk of obsolescence.

UMA is currently undertaking 
stage 2 of the audit and a count of 
holdings confirms the scale of the 
AV collection is larger than first 
thought with 10 000 physical items, 
including 1500 film items, 3500 
video items and 5000 audio items. A 
comprehensive audit database with 
detailed item level descriptions has 
been implemented to collect complex 
technical metadata regarding title, 
description, production, copyright, 

format, type, base, condition reports, 
observations, previous storage, and 
conservation recommendations. 

Preservation work is well underway 
on the film collections. Work includes 
bench-checking of films to identify 
stock dates, the repair of weak splices, 
noting evidence of colour fading or 
scratches, checking base and emulsion, 
establishing correct geometry for 
viewing and testing for vinegar 
syndrome. Film reels are given a 
preservation wind onto archival cores 
with head and tail leaders labelled 
and then housed in ventilated cans 
for long term storage. Magnetic media 
items have been moved to a dedicated 
storage area in the repository 
separate from film collections.

Once the audit is complete there 
will remain a great many challenges 
for UMA’s audiovisual collection, 
including long-term preservation in 
optimal storage and best practice 
for digitisation, both of which 
are essential in preserving these 
collections and allowing UMA to 
make them accessible to researchers.

Emma Hyde 
 

Audiovisual Project Archivist

16mm 
Steenbeck 
Machine 
(ST1901) 

UMA would 
like to 
thank Ron 

McConochie, Senior Technical 
Officer at North Sydney TAFE for 
initiating the generous donation 
of a 16mm Steenbeck editing 
machine and to Annie Breslin, Film 
Preservation Manager at National 
Archives of Australia for her help in 
sourcing the machine. Also, thank 
you to Tim Lewis at The Joinery 
for his technical support & advice.

Zinc ‘Echo Disc’ Voice Recording, showing evidence of zinc corrosion, probably early 1920s
Alfred Plumley Derham, Reference number 1963.0024
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University of Melbourne Archives

End Papers  
Stimulate Discussion  
of Dying Practices

A chat with UMA staff member Bob Hocking reminds one 
of the stories of work and workers that are told between the 
covers of the many volumes in the Repository at UMA.

Bob creates custom-sized boxes from acid-free materials to house 
some of the UMA’s more fragile materials; a number of volumes in 
the Foy & Gibson collection have recently been boxed in this way. 
Bob’s extensive experience as a bookbinder gives him a special 

insight into the physical nature of these volumes. 
The beautiful hand-marbled endpapers revealed upon opening each 

volume in this collection are generally interpretations of well-known 
patterns, but some are more individual in design and thereby more 
obviously reveal the maker’s hand. Described simply, the process to make 
endpapers relies on the fact that oil and water do not mix. Oil-based 
pigments are floated on the surface of a shallow water bath and worked 
into patterns using various tools or by blowing them over the surface. The 
resulting pattern is then transferred to a sheet of paper laid on the surface. 
Before the development of synthetic colours, pigments came from many 
sources and many were rare and costly. For example, pigment made from 
Afghani lapis lazuli creates the intense blue seen in several volumes and 
a few show the use of 23-carat gold to embellish the swirling colours. 

After binding (and before covers were attached) the clamped edges of 
the pages were decorated by a similar process, lightly touching the pages 
to the pigment bath. The marbled edges are not only attractive, they also 
help to secure the contents of a volume, as removal of any page would be 
revealed by an alteration in the pattern. This practice helps explain why so 
many volumes in business collections are so carefully crafted. Bob may be 
the last person to have used these techniques at the Government Printing 
Office, leaving that role to join the staff of the Baillieu Library in 1965.

Sophie Garrett

Co-ordinator, Repository

Foy and Gibson Pty Ltd,1968.0005

UMA Staff Member Wins 
Mander Jones Award

Dr Antonina Lewis, staff member of both UMA and 
the eScholarship Research Centre, has been awarded 
a Mander Jones Award. Nominated in the category 
for “best finding aid to an archival collection held by 

an Australian institution or about Australia”, Dr Lewis won the 
award for her 2012 online publication Saulwick Polls and Social 
Research: A resource for exploring the life and work of Irving 
Saulwick. The Saulwick collection was deposited at UMA in 2013 
(2013.0008, www.saulwick.info).

Named in honour of librarian and archivist Phyllis Mander 
Jones, the annual awards are run by the Australian Society of 
Archivists to recognise professional work in the field of archives 
and recordkeeping.


