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PROFESSIONAL ETHICS 
SPECIAL GENERAL MEETING OF THE INSTITUTE 

No. 7 

As reported elsewhere in this issue of the Journal, a 
Special General Meeting of the R.V.I.A. was convened 
by the Institute Council and was held early this month 
to enable the Council to bring under the direct notice 
of members certain matters affecting professional ethics. 
It was stated at the meeting that the Council had know- 

ledge that unethical practices were being performed by 
some members of the profession and the Council had 
determined to prosecute a vigorous policy to protect the 
status of the profession generally against infringements 
of the Code of Ethics to which all members of the 
Institute had subscribed. 

ADDRESS OF THE 

N opening the meeting, the Acting President of 
the Institute (Mr. W. O. McCutcheon) ex- 
pressed- gratification at the representative at-

tendance of members and said he hoped and 
expected that the meeting would result in great 
benefit to the Architectural profession of Victoria. 

"The business paper of this afternoon," stated 
Mr. McCutcheon, "sets out that the main item for 
discussion is the question of the observance of our 
Code of Professional Ethics and I have been asked 
by the Institute Council—your governing body—
to address you regarding this important matter. 

"The Council has given this matter very careful 
and detailed consideration over the past twelve 
months and speaking on behalf of the Council 
and, I feel, expressing the opinion of the general 
membership of the Institute, I wish, as it were, 
to make a charge that our profession is acting 
unprofessionally in a number of directions. When 
I say `our profession,' I include members as well 
as non-members of the Institute. It is well known 
to the rank and file of our membership and it is 
also well known to the governing members of the 
Institute that unethical practices are taking place. 

"I think, if briefly summarised, the status quo 
reveals a fair and sustainable charge that some 
members of this profession are furnishing free 
sketches to prospective clients, this being at 
definite variance with our ethical code. I think 
it is another fair charge that certain members do 
what is laid down in our code as being indefen- 

ACTING PRESIDENT 

Bible, that is, approach prospective clients who are 
already clients of other architects. Some members, 
too, are engaging in competitions under condi-
tions which are not approved by this Institute, and 
in this particular field there have recently been 
charges laid and sustained. 

"I also charge the profession, upon somewhat 
slender but fairly definite evidence, with fee 
cutting. I have sufficient confidence in what I have 
learned and what other members have learned, 
to feel satisfied that a certain amount of fee cut-
ting is actually going on among members of our 
Institute—again something which is indefensible 
and entirely opposed to the standards we have set 
for our services to the community. I further believe 
that there are other indefensible methods em-
ployed in the obtaining of work, and I am speak-
ing of course from the viewpoint that we are 
engaged in a profession and not in a business. I 
believe that members of the community are ap-
proached in ways which are not consistent with 
the practice of a profession. There are letters writ-
ten, there are personal approaches made, in a 
manner—and I stress the word `manner'—which 
is not conformable with the dignity of any profes-
sion. And, finally, one may say that in general it 
is known to us that there are other practices which 
are current among members of our profession 
which I will not name but which in fact exist, 
which may rightly be classified as unethical 
practices. 
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Now I realise that these are serious charges to 
lay, but I doubt -whether there are any members 
here present who would contest that to some 
degree or other those practices to which I have 
referred are going on. The question, therefore, 
confronts us as to whether or no we are content 
to carry on in the manner in which we are now 
carrying on, or whether we should make some 
attempt to rectify these things which at least a 
goodly proportion of us believe should not be part 
of professional life. 

"After all, a profession is something which 
exists by choice. We have no necessity by compul-
sion to rank Architecture as a profession and we 
are quite at liberty to engage in architecture as a 
business—if we decide so to do. There is nothing 
wrong with a grocer approaching people to obtain 
custom—there is nothing unmoral about it—and 
yet the nature of our services, the activities we 
have to carry on, are such as place soliciting for 
work outside the boundaries of ethical con-
duct. When you consider our quasi-judicial posi-
tion as administrators of a building contract, you 
will remember that high responsibilities are 
placed on an architect—responsibilities which can-
not be discharged by one who is operating on a 
strictly business basis, and not upon a professional 
basis. 

"Further we have a line of conduct to sustain 
with regard to such things as secret commissions, 
which are not unknown in the general business 
world, but which are obviously anathema to a 
profession such as our own. The opportunities 
which exist, in our profession for malpractices of 
that kind alone suggest that our work should be 
on a' professional basis and not on a business 
basis. 

With regard to the obtaining of work; to some 
other professions, such as dentistry, one more 
client is just a matter of a few guineas a year, and 
the addition of one more client does not amount 
to a great deal. In our profession the obtaining of 
work is a very material and very important thing. 
The appointment of an Architect to execute a 
large job is something of great material benefit to 
that Architect as well as a benefit to his sense of 
professional pride and his purpose in acting as 
an . originator and creator; and yet, in itself, this 
fact obviously calls for a high standard of profes-
sional conduct. 

"Without elaborating that theme, you will 
agree that we have many responsibilities which  

demonstrate that we are engaged in a profession 
rather than in a business. If we turn our profes- 
sion into a business we voluntarily degrade our 
work and responsibilities. Those things that I have 
mentioned all elevate our work to the true status 
of a profession in which we must operate as per- 
sons whose responsibilities to our clients override 
our own personal gain in respect of the contracts 
which are entered upon through us. Therefore, 
as far as I am concerned, I conclude that Archi-
tecture rightly ranks as a profession, and that it 
is so regarded throughout the world. Very well 
then, a profession must be governed by profes-
sional standards, and a code of ethics is nothing 
more than putting down in writing those things 
which any professional man properly trained 
would instinctively do without requiring to have 
anything in writing in front of him. I think most 
of you will remember the occasion some years 
ago when Mr. Menzies, now Prime Minister of 
Australia, was at a meeting of the R.V.I.A.; he 
spoke exactly to that point and rather deprecated 
the necessity of having a written code of ethics. 
The point he made, to my mind, is material in the 
sense that importance is attached to what we do 
—it is not what is written, it is how we do things. 
I submit that this Institute is compelled by the 
circumstances that I have mentioned to sustain 
our belief that we are acting as a profession, and, 
therefore, we must and should adopt the profes-
sional standards which are consistent with that 
belief. I have stated that we are not in f act—cer-
tainly not unitedly and completely—practising as 
professional men. We are dropping below the 
required standards along the lines that I have 
indicated to you. Your Council has faced up to 
that position and has these two beliefs, one, that 
these standards of conduct are necessary, and, 
two, that they are not being maintained at the 
present time. 

"Now on this matter your Council has ex-
pended what I think may fairly be described as 
enormous effort. We really have put in a great 
deal of time and thought to analyse the whole 
position and your Council wishes that you be 
notified that it is determined to maintain a proper 
ethical standard in this profession. Your. fair 
question might then be `How is that to be done?' 
The history of our Institute, of course, goes a long 
way back, and we have a rather ancient constitu-
tion which has been mutilated by excisions and 
additions relating to the Australian Institute. 
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ADDRESS OF THE IMMEDIATE PAST PRESIDENT 

Mr. Alec S. Eggleston, the Immediate Past Pre-
sident of the Institute, said: "I recently heard a 
definition of the term `ethics.' It is an abstract 
word really, it may mean a lot or a little. A little 
boy came to his father and said: `Father, what is 
ethics?' `Well, my son,' the father replied, `let us 
suppose that a man comes in and buys something 
from me and he pays me by mistake 10/- too 
much. Ethics is whether I give half of that to my 
partner or whether I put all of it in my pocket.' 

"Seriously, however, I should like to look at 
this question from the point of view of the effect 
of our conduct on ourselves and on the public. It 
is said in the Scriptures that love is the fulfilling 
of the law and it seems to me that that is the key 
to the whole problem of ethics. We have in our 
code regulations as to the size of signs that Archi-
tects should put on buildings and other matters 
of that kind, which are relatively unimportant, 
but the key to the whole position is what effect 
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Nevertheless, the careful analysis, combined with 
thorough legal advice which we have obtained 
during the past twelve months, suggests that we 
do possess something approaching adequate 
machinery for at least going this far: Firstly, any 
information which may be obtained and which 
suggests a prima fade case against a member for 
unethical conduct can be examined by the Coun-
cil, which, if it believes the information to con-
stitute a prima facie case can notify the member 
concerned by letter and call upon him to reply, 
presenting his own defence or explanation. If that 
is not acceptable the Council has the right to 
require that member to attend an enquiry and to 
explain fully and exactly what he has done or 
has not done, and after the enquiry is over the 
Council then has the right to determine whether 
or no a breach of professional ethics has occurred. 
If such breach has occurred, we have the power, 
first of all, to suspend or expel a member. We 
also have the power to publish in the Institute 
Journal and to notify our members that such ex-
pulsion or suspension has taken place. We further 
have the power to publish in the Press the nature 
of the charge and the findings of the Council, a 
thing which has never been done by this Institute 
up to the present time. By and large we are satis-
fied that we have reasonable competence to deal 
to the degree I have suggested with members who 
are in default regarding our ethical standards. 

We propose to take steps to increase our powers 
and projected amendments to the Constitution 
are receiving the attention of the Council. So much 
for our powers. Why members of our profession 
should necessarily need compulsion or deterrent 
to cause them to adhere to a professional code, I 
do not know, except that it seems to be a matter 
of human nature. It is a problem I imagine with 
every profession, although I am somewhat 

ashamed to say I believe it to be a greater prob-
lem with our profession than similar problems in 
some other professions. I have tried to give you 
just as briefly as I can a general summary of your 
Council's views and I want to conclude on this 
note, that your Council believes that every effort 
should be made to create a careful and proper 
observance by all members of our ethical stand-
ards. We believe that to do so we must take advan-
tage of whatever powers we have to discipline 
members who fail to observe these codes and the 
Council is determined to spare no effort to put 
things in order in that regard. We further are 
determined that in future cases that come under 
our attention and in which offences have been 
committed the maximum penalties will be 
enforced. 

"I have one more thing to say, and that is this, 
that your Council will be relatively powerless to 
do a great deal in this matter without the full 
co-operation—the actual conscious, definite co-
operation—of the members. It is a matter of ex-
ceeding difficulty to obtain information of breaches 
when we have no power to subpoena evidence and 
I think that the furnishing of such evidence is a 
definite responsibility of every member of the 
Institute. If the Council cannot rely on members 
assisting it in this campaign by reporting what-
ever they may know of practices which at first 
sight at least seem to be breaches of our code of 
ethics—or improper and unprofessional standards 
of conduct—then we shall have our hands tied. 
We appeal to you this afternoon to realise that 
an intense effort is being made and will be sus-
tained in this matter, but we do need your co-
operation and your help. It needs constant vigil-
ance on the part of all members to assist the 
Council to do something which we believe to be 
a great and worth while thing." 



Jhe 1//4o(jtrne Cf 6 
our actions as Architects have, firstly, on ourselves, 
secondly, on our brother practitioners, and, 
thirdly, on the public. 

"It seems to me that one great shortcoming in 
our profession is the suspicion and lack of friend-
ship which exist between members of the 
profession. 

"I feel that a great deal could be done to 
build up a spirit of confidence in each other which 
would very largely dispel the present unprofes-
sional practices. That must begin I imagine in the 
days when the students are being trained and it 
seems to me the more we can get the students 
together into one big training school, where they 
will meet each other and get to know each other 
and therefore be less likely to poach upon each 
other's preserves later in life, the better it will be, 
for we miss an awful lot because of suspicion. We 
know very well that when we are dealing with the 
Melbourne City Council all of us have problems 
on which the Council or the Building Surveyor 
gives rulings which we do not make known to our 
brother Architects, whereas if we were free from 
any sense of suspicion of each other we could pool 
our knowledge of such decisions and make them 
available to every member of our profession and 
so enormously strengthen our position when we 
deal with the City Council. I only mention that as 
an example of what a real sense of brotherhood 
could do for us as individuals. I have noticed that 
when members of the medical profession meet at 
a social gathering of any kind you will soon 
see them in a corner talking over their dif-
ferent cases with each other or exchanging 
views. If you go to the country and live for a 
little while in a farming community you will 
soon find that there is an entire absence of any 
sense of suspicion between the various members 
of that community, because they have no feeling 
of competition one against the other. In the medi-
cal profession the standard seems to be so high 
that they really are not afraid of each other as 
competitors, and they are quite free in conse-
quence to discuss their mutual problems. 

"I should very much like to see that spirit 
abroad amongst Architects. It may come along a 
social line. It may be that we do not get to know 
each other enough at golf, tennis, and in other 
social ways, so that we may break down this feel-
ing of suspicion. There is no doubt that it does 
exist and that it breeds a condition of insecurity. 
Not one of us feels that he is really safe with his 

Erected in 1859 to the design of Leonard Terry, 
Architect, the building of the Melbourne Club in 
Collins Street is one of the best examples of early 
Georgian work to survive in Melbourne. It was 
originally limited to a frontage of 88 ft. but an 
additional 44 ft. acquired in 1883 and extensions 
carried out at that time completed the building as 
we know it to-day, including the large bay feature 
at the western end. 
Prior to 1859 the Melbourne Club occupied three 
other sites in various parts of the city, the third of 
which has now become the Melbourne head-
quarters of the Commercial Banking Co. of Sydney. 
Melbourne is greatly enriched by the traditional 
atmosphere of the eastern end of Collins Street 
and it is to be hoped that the section of which the 
Melbourne Club forms the heart will escape the 
steady expansion of commercial buildings. 
A recent photograph by Ralph Illidge of the 
Collins Street facade is the subject of the fronds-
piece in this issue. 

client, and that has a tremendous effect, I think, 
on the work that we do. We are afraid very often 
to take a strong stand with our clients be-
cause we are so much afraid that the client will, 
all of a sudden, branch off and go to someone 
else, and it is an alarming condition of things to 
know that an Architect can be dismissed by his 
client at a moment's notice. There is no beg par-
don about it. The client can write a letter to any 
one of us at any moment and say 'You are dis-
missed,' and we have no redress. That is a dread-
ful state of affairs and the fact that we know that 
in many cases another member of the profession 
—and very likely another member of the Insti-
tute—is prepared to step in immediately and 
undertake that work, makes us feel extremely in-
secure and really frightens us on occasions upon 
which we have to take a stand and to tell 
a client that what he wants cannot be insisted on, 
because the builder has certain rights under the 
contract. It seems to me that is one reason why 
we see clients going from Architect to Architect. 
They say, 'I went to Jones last time, I wanted to 
have the whole of that floor pulled up and he 
refused to do it. I am going to Brown this time.' 
Jones loses that connection because he has taken 
a firm stand for the rights of the builder as we 
all should do, but, if he felt, as we should feel, 
that Brown would say, 'No, you must not come 
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selves the pleasure of undertaking work for a 
client if there is any doubt whatever as to the 
position of an Architect who may previously have 
been employed by him. It really means that our 
consciences must be raised to such a standard that 
we should be ashamed to run any risk of offend-
ing our brother practitioners. The friendship of 
our brother Architects should be an extremely 
precious thing to us. It is to me personally. It is a 
great delight to me to feel that I have no enemies 
that I know of in the profession, and to meet my 
brother Architects and be able to discuss with them 
problems with a perfectly free mind is a very great 
privilege and pleasure. We should all be able to 
feel that we need have no fear whatever in our 
Institute meetings or anywhere else of discussing 
our problems openly and freely because we should 
be in a position to know that our colleagues would 
never take advantage of our position. 

"You know very well how difficult the profes-
sion of Architecture is and how extremely narrow 
is the line that we have to walk as between client 
and builder, and how often we have to risk the 
possibility of offending a client in order to do jus-
tice to a builder and to protect him against unfair 
demands by the proprietor. But how much 
stronger we should feel if we knew that the whole 
profession stood shoulder to shoulder in such 
matters and that everyone would protect his 
brother practitioner when he was being criticised. 
It is common knowledge to us that in some big 
building projects in Melbourne the Architects in 
charge of them have been almost afraid of 
their position because members of the Committee 
and others have come to them and said `Oh but so 
and so is prepared to do this,' or `So and so tells 
me that this is not right.' I have had this experi-
ence myself. I have had the Chairman of Directors 
of a big company come to me and say: `Look here, 
Eggleston, you had better be careful. So and so is 
trying to get this job. I am just telling you so that 
you may make sure of your position with the other 
Directors.' If I had not had the confidence of the 
Chairman, I might have been in an extraordin-
arily difficult position and I suppose that several 
of you members here have had a similar experi-
ence. That state of affairs should never be. It is 
quite wrong as far as the word `profession' is con-
cerned and we should never permit it to continue. 

"The Council has had an extremely difficult 
time over the recent cases of misconduct. It has 

to me unless I am satisfied that you have fairly 
treated your previous Architect,' he would feel 
stronger and better able to administer the contract 
as an arbitrator. 

"Then there is the question of expense. It is 
quite usual for a client to feel that Jones, Brown 
or Robinson will step in immediately if he asks 
him to do so, and the fact that Architects are pre-
pared to `buy' into work and to win work by 
methods of presentation of free sketches and 
models, and that kind of thing, means that the 
getting of work is enormously expensive and that 
brings in its train a whole series of troubles. An 
Architect who gets his work by this means is likely 
to be tempted to recompense himself by means of 
secret commissions and other malpractices in order 
to keep his ledger balanced. If we were sure of 
the loyalty of our clients, we should be enor-
mously helped in our work and in the attitude 
that we were able to take towards our clients. 

"Then there is the effect upon the public itself. 
Whatever standard we set up in the Institute is 
going to be reflected in the opinion of the public 
concerning Architects, and you know the opinion 
of the public, do you not? They will tell you `Oh 
I can get that done for so much per cent.; I can 
get this work carried out for 4% and if you don't 
like to give me free sketches—well, I know half 
a dozen Architects who will.' They seem to believe 
that all Architects are actuated by the same 
motive of selling themselves at the lowest pos-
sible figure in order to get the work at any cost. 
They do not realise that they are paying dearly 
—in all kinds of underhand methods—for this be-
lief. We ourselves have to establish the prestige of 
the profession in the eyes of the public by taking 
a strong stand and saying that we will not, even 
when tempted to do so, undermine the position of 
any of our brother Architects with their clients. 
The actions of Architects themselves have led to 
this lack of loyalty of the public. It is a very great 
pity that it is so, but you all know that what I 
say is perfectly true and it means that many mem- 
bers of the public have the idea that we are just 
huckstering tradesmen whom they can buy and 
sell and employ and throw over without the slight- 
est hesitation. We have somehow or other to get 
rid of that attitude. Now it all boils itself down 
to whether we can trust each other and whether 
we are prepared to make sacrifices in order to pro-
duce a spirit of confidence—and it does mean sac-
rifice. It means that we shall have to deny our- 
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been a most unpleasant business and it is many 
years since this machinery has been put in oper-
ation, but we feel that we must act, not only for 
the benefit of our membership as a whole but for 
the education of the younger members of the pro-
fession, some of whom have freely stated that they 
were sure the Institute would never do anything 
in this matter. We must do something and I 
appeal to the members as one who has passed 
through the Chair and seen some of the difficul-
ties that face the Institute. I appeal to our mem-
bers generally to stand by the Council in this very 
important matter and to keep perpetually in mind 

the appeal for co-operation which has been made 

to you by the Acting President." 
As stated in another section of the Journal, the 

remarks of the Acting President and of the Im-
mediate Past President were supported by several 
other members present at the meeting and the 
following resolution was adopted unanimously:—
"That this meeting of members records its full 

approval of the action which is being taken 
by the Institute Council with regard to pro- 
fessional ethics and that we pledge ourselves 
individually and collectively to do all in our 
power to assist the Council in this matter." 

DEFENCE WORKS 
SERVICES OF ARCHITECTS 

;; 	I Íp;li 

HE following memorandum has been for-
warded by the Executive Committee of the 
R.V.I.A. Council to the Prime Minister. 

"1. Having in mind the greatly increased bud-
get for defence work of a constructional nature for 
the current year, the Architectural profession has 
given consideration to the best methods by which 
the skill and ability of the profession could serve 
the Government. 

In view of the state of war now existing this 
matter becomes of vital importance and members 
of the profession desire to offer their services in 
the most practicable manner possible. 

This memorandum suggests a procedure 
whereby these services may be rendered quickly 
with a minimum of re-organisation and disruption 
to existing channels, and a rapid and extensive 
increase in production attained. 

"2. The extent of the defence works contem-
plated materially exceeds the maximum amount 
hitherto produced from Government departments. 

Architects throughout the Commonwealth have 
highly organised professional offices with expert 
staffs ready and available at a moment's notice to 
engage in all works placed under their charge. 

"3. There are approximately 600 or 700 fully 
qualified Architects, both principals and assistants, 
available in the Commonwealth, these being dis-
tributed over large and small organisations many 
of which are capable of carrying out work in any 
part of any State of the Commonwealth. 

These organisations are well distributed, prin- 

cipally in the capital cities, and in a large number 
of cases are carrying out city and industrial works 
of a character comparable with work executed by 
the Department of the Interior. 

"4. This reserve of trained technical skill and 
experience could best be used in one or all of the 
following ways:— 

(i.) Specific and definite works to be placed in the 
hands of an individual firm of Architects suitably 
located and properly qualified for the class of 
work proposed. 

(ii.) Specific works which have been outlined and par-
tially defined by the Defence Department or the 
Department of the Interior to be placed in the 
hands of a firm for completion of plans and 
erection. 

(iii.) Individual firms to be commissioned to supervise 
the construction and execution of works which 
have been planned and specified by the Depart-
ment of the Interior. 

(iv.) Tracing work and repetitive work not requiring 
the immediate personal supervision of officers of 
the Department to be handed to individual firms 
for completion. 

The Institute undertakes on behalf of its mem- 
bers that they would regard work so placed with 
them as an act of service for the country and that 
their highest efforts would be given to the faithful 
and careful execution of such work." 

A communication has been received from the 
Prime Minister expressing thanks for the proposal 
made by the Institute and stating that he is giving 
the contents of the memorandum his personal 
attention and that he has forwarded copies to the 
Ministers concerned for their consideration. 
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HOTEL AUSTRALIA 
COLLINS STREET 

S in many other fields of Architectural expres-
sion, the general mode of design of hotel 
buildings has undergone a radical change 

in recent decades. 
In place of the columnar lobbies, the vaulted 

corridors and the somewhat ponderous style of 
interior decoration which characterised the world's 
most notable hotel buildings of the early part of 
the present century, the New Architecture has 
introduced simplicity as its dominant theme. 

A notable feature of this process of evolution 
is that perhaps the best examples of contemporary 
hotel planning are to be found in Europe; as dis-
tinct from the period when the ultimate in hotel 
accommodation was sought in American cities. 

Possibly the main influence which inspired the 
design of the grandiose structures of the past gen-
eration was the Beaux Arts system of training of 
Continental and American Architects which em-
braced as an important part of its teaching an in-
tensive study of the palaces of Italy. To-day the 
governing factor in design is the doctrine of effici-
ency and economy. 

The new school of design is represented by the 
new Hotel Australia which has been completed 
on "The Block" in Collins Street, one of Mel-
bourne's most valuable areas. The frontage of the 
building measures 66 ft. and the depth 313 ft. 

Designed by and erected under the supervision 
of Messrs. Leslie M. Perrott & Partners (Mr. 
Colin C. McKenzie and Mr. E. Keith Mackay)  
the building introduces a new note in Collins 
Street. It is constructed of reinforced concrete 
and rises to the maximum height of 132 feet 
allowed by the building regulations of the Mel-
bourne City Council and has 13 floors including 
a shopping arcade on the street level and a lower 
ground floor; the front elevation clearly typifies 
the functions of the respective storeys. 

ARCADE FLOOR 
The ground floor has been planned as a modern 

shopping arcade and contains 42 shops. Of impos-
ing design the Collins Street approach to the 
arcade is thirty feet wide, the central feature being 
the main entrance to the Hotel Australia. The 
latter ascends in three broad flights of black and 
white marble steps to the main foyer of the hotel. 

A spacious elevator and stair lobby in the arcade 
provides access to the floors above and to the lower 
ground floor. Entrance is provided also from the 
arcade to the new Victorian Government Tourist 
Bureau which will occupy the whole of the ground 
floor of a seven-storey building now being erected 
on the adjoining site. The five upper storeys of 
this building will form extensions of the hotel 
proper and the lower ground floor will accom-
modate a new picture theatre to seat 500 people. 

LOWER GROUND FLOOR 

The lower ground floor accommodates two pub-
lic bars, a grill room and "The Tatler" news-reel 
theatrette, the latter being acoustically treated and 
capable of seating 300 patrons. 

The main approach to the lower ground floor 
is by means of a stairway direct from Collins 
Street, a second stairway being situated at the 
Little Collins Street end of the arcade. The main 
stairway is colourfully illuminated by day and 
night and provides an attractive access to the 
lower ground floor lobby which serves the foyer 
leading to the two theatres, the Silver Grill and 
the Collins Street bar. 

Each of the public bars is characterised by a 
low ceiling over the counter which conceals the 
supply and exhaust ducts of the air conditioning 
system. The deep coffers of the higher ceiling and 
the indirect light fittings are decorative features 
of the bars and a warmth and interest is given to 
the general atmosphere by the attractive colours 
of the oil-painted walls. The floor covering is of 
coloured rubber patterned in modern design, a 
marble footplate and stainless steel footrail being 
provided against the flush panelled walnut front:; 
of the counters. 

FIRST FLOOR 

The first floor includes the main hotel lobby, 
reception desk, general office, telephones, news 
stand and a travel bureau. Adjacent are the Ap-
pointment Lounge, elevator lobby and saloon bar. 

From the main lobby entrance is gained to the 
Vienna Cafe, the Wintergarden, and a balconied 
dining room, all of which are planned around the 
main kitchen for the purpose of ensuring smooth 
and direct service. 
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At the Little Collins Street end of this floor 
and having direct access to that thoroughfare is 
situated the Casino Lounge. 

DINING ROOM.—The vaulted and balconied 
dining room is reminiscent of the dining room of 
the old Hotel Australia designed by Walter Bur-
ley Griffin, as the hotel Directors were particu-
larly desirous of maintaining this link with the 
original hotel which was demolished to make 
way for the new building. Australian woods have 
been used extensively in this room and the dark 
matt finish of the large circular walnut columns 
supporting the overhanging balcony contrast in a 
pleasing way with the polished figuring of the 
Queensland copper silky oak with which the walls 
and balcony front are panelled. 

KITCHEN.—The main kitchen is one of the most 
interesting and important departments of the 
building and embodies modern equipment for the 
efficient service of the large number of patrons 
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A TYPICAL DOUBLE BEDROOM 
Each room is provided with all accessories including 
private bathroom, telephone and radio. The walls and 
ceilings are oil painted in pastel tints. 

for whom accommodation is provided. It is lighted 
by natural means and around it are grouped the 
Dining Room, the Wintergarden, the Vienna Cafe 
and the Casino Lounge. 

The floor is paved with 1 in. hexagonal tiles, 
cream in colour, and the walls are tiled to a height 
of six feet with 4 in. x 4 in. cream glazed tiles 
relieved with a green glazed tile base and cap-
ping. The walls above the dado are painted and 
enamelled in a cream shade. 

The bulk of the cooking is carried out by means 
of four 2-oven ranges, four grillers and a 2-pan 
fish fryer of stainless steel, all being operated by 
gas supplied from a 4 in. main. 

A steam service is supplied from the basement 
for the purpose of the cooking and dishwashing 
equipment, which is assembled under sound ab-
sorbing canopies. 

All victuals for the various dining rooms are 
supplied from a well-equipped service bar. Two 
large refrigeration chambers for bulk cool storage 
and a series of unit refrigerators for storage of 
special foods are provided in the Cold Service 
Room. Adjoining this are the Sweets Room, which 
is furnished with special baking ovens and re-
frigerator cabinets, and the Vegetable Room. 

The fittings in the kitchen are of 12 gauge stain- 

A TYPICAL BEDROOM FLOOR PLAN 
The residential section is 
built on the front portion 
of the site and comprises 
nine floors of bedrooms 
(the 3rd to the 11th 
storey) . The four lower 
floors of the building ex-
tend the full depth (313 
feet) from Collins Street 
to Little Collins Street. 
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COLLINS STREET 
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ERNEST A. WATTS 

HOTEL AUSTRALIA: FRONT ELEVATION 

The fenestration of the facade expresses the functions of the various floors. Terra cotta of 

sandstone colour contrasts pleasantly with the cream cemented walls of the upper storeys. 

JOURNAL OF THE ROYAL VICTORIAN INSTITUTE OF ARCHITECTS ++ SEPTEMBER, 1939 





~---•~.^-~,►  

ws 

,frgie'r1'~ ~ ... 

HOTEL AUSTRALIA: THE MAIN FOYER 

looking towards the Wintergarden and the Vienna Cafe from the 

top of the entrance stairway. Spaciousness, colour and bright 

lighting provide a pleasing introduction. 
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THE SHOPPING ARCADE looking from the Elevator Lobby towards Little Collins Street. The 

simplicity of the ceiling enhances the attractiveness of the display windows. 

THE 'APPOINTMENT LOUNGE fronts Collins Street. The large window on the right and the 

mirrored end wall emphasise the general impression of spaciousness. 
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THE SALOON BAR facing Collins Street. The colouring of the painted walls and the tonings of 
the rubber flooring, aided by the soft indirect lighting, provide a harmony which gives an 
atmosphere of refinement. 

THE VIENNA CAFE. Both comfort and gaiety are expressed in the colourful furnishings, and the 
many reflections in the peach mirrored columns and ceiling beams are unusually interesting. 
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THE VENETIAN COURT 
looking towards the soundproof windows which front 
Collins Street. This room may be used for cabaret 
dances and banquets. 

less steel and coloured enamel panels have been 
introduced to harmonise with the general colour 
scheme of this department. 

SECOND FLOOR 

This is planned as a banquet floor, public and 
private dining rooms being grouped around a ser-
vice kitchen which is served directly from the main 
kitchen on the first floor. The largest room is the 
Venetian Court which is provided with a central 
dance floor and is capable of seating 500 diners. 
This room is planned across the full frontage of 
the building and has a continuous window sixty 
feet long of soundproof construction designed to 
exclude street noise. 

BEDROOMS 

The residential section comprises nine floors of 
bedrooms (the third to the eleventh storey) built 
on the front portion of the site. Eight floors each 
contain six double and six single bedrooms, each 
of the former having a separate bathroom and the 
latter a shower room, together with toilet fittings. 

The remaining residential floor contains five 
two-room suites, each having a sitting room and a 
bedroom with double communicating doors be-
tween. On this floor a well equipped service 
kitchen is provided. 
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HOT WATER SERVICE AND RADIATION 

Hot water is reticulated throughout the build-
ing—including the service to the hot water radi-
ators—from the calorifiers in the boiler room. 

The steam for the calorifiers and the kitchen 
equipment is generated by two underfired multi-
tubular boilers, each having a capacity of 100 
cubic feet. The boilers are fired with coal by auto-
matic underfeed stokers, the water levels also 
being automatically controlled. 

AIR CONDITIONING 

The lower ground floor, comprising the news-
reel and cinema theatres, the two bars and the 
Silver Grill, has been air conditioned, each area 
having an independent fan and conditioning 
equipment. The refrigeration and heating is sup-
plied from a central service. The summer cooling 
is effected by the thermal storage method, and as 
far as is known, its use is unique in Australia. 

The refrigerating compressor and the thermal 
storage tank holding 8000 gallons of water are 
located on the lower ground floor. The refriger-
ant, after having been compressed, is forced 
through an evaporative condenser (situated on the 
lower roof level) into the liquor receiver, before 
expanding into the evaporative coils which are 
submerged in the thermal storage tank. Water 
becomes frozen around the evaporative coils, 
building up a bulk ice storage. The chilled water 
is then circulated to the various conditioning units, 
each plant being automatically controlled. 

The equipment to each plant room consists of 
a filter, copper extended fin coils, and fan. The 
outside air is drawn by the fan across the filter—
this action removing dust and other impurities—
and is then passed over the copper coils containing 
chilled water, thereby lowering it in temperature 
and humidity. The conditioned air is then dis-
charged into the room for which it is intended. 

The winter heating cycle is similar, except that 
hot water from the central heat exchanger is cir-
culated through the coils of each unit. 

ELEVATORS 

The elevators consist of two high-speed cars 
operated by gearless traction machines. The sig-
nal control is automatic, the stopping being con-
trolled by the waiting passengers independent of 
the elevator operation. Each car is provided with 
two sets of double sliding doors which open and 
close automatically, and a two-car despatching 
device ensures efficient timing between elevators. 
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CURRENT 

ARCHITECTURAL WORKS 

PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT OF ST. PASCHAL'S COLLEGE AT BOX HILL 

CONSTRUCTION WORK ON THE BUILDING PROGRAMME 

IS BEING CARRIED OUT IN STAGES 

—Architects : 

PAYNE & DALE 
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THE COMMUNITY BLOCK OF THE GEELONG AND DISTRICT HOSPITAL 
now in course of construction 

.~teeociate .Jdrehitecta : 

STEPHENSON & TURNER 
BUCHAN, LAIRD & BUCHAN 

NEW PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH being erected at Gardiner rchiteçte : SCARBOROUGH, ROBERTSON & LOVE 
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THE PRESIDENT'S OVERSEAS TOUR 
In a letter received by the Institute Council, the 

President of the R.V.I.A. (Mr. Leslie M. Perrott) makes 
the following comments regarding his tour overseas. 

ONE of my most interesting experiences 
since I left Australia was my visit to 
Mexico. Since I attended the Housing 

Congress in Prague on a previous tour—when 
those present generally agreed that Mexico led the 
world in low-rent housing—I had wanted to see 
that country. During my visit to Prague I was 
privileged to meet the Housing Representative of 
the Mexican Government and on this occasion I 
had the good fortune to meet him in Mexico and 
to be shown by him various building works car-
ried out in recent years. 

Apart from housing developments—which are 
remarkably successful—Mexico City is full of 
Architectural interest. I have not at any time in 
any other centre of the world seen such a large 
amount of new construction in progress as was in 
hand in Mexico during my stay in that country. 

SAN FRANCISCO AND NEW YORK FAIRS 

Outstanding features of my visit to America 
were the San Francisco and New York Fairs. 

The site of the San Francisco Fair is a man-
made island which is intended for use later as the 
main airport of the City; it already is being used 
as the terminal for the Pacific Clipper Airships. 
In my opinion the outstanding buildings at the 
San Francisco Fair are those of the South American 
Republics. In detail Australia's display is good 
but the building itself is very disappointing. 

The New York World Fair is colossal and is 
a marvellous achievement. It far outreaches any-
thing else of its kind I have ever witnessed and 
has corrected many faults which have occurred in 
previous exhibitions. 

I had the pleasure to meet Mr. Vorhees, the 
Chief Architect of the Panel which is responsible 
for the layout of the World Fair. The Architec-
tural flavour which pervades the Fair is a tribute 
to the imaginative ability of the Panel, even the 
small refreshment stands being of interesting 
design. 

In general the Fair seems to represent an effort 
to look into the future rather than to review pre-
sent day conditions. This impression is particularly 
evident in the exhibits of the automobile industry  

which feature representations of "the city of the 
future" and "the highway of the future." 

Australia's building is very good and our coun-
try's display is creating an excellent impression. 
The outstanding exhibit, however, is that of 
Russia; in fact it is one of the best of its kind I 
have ever seen. 

One of the most notable features of the New 
York Fair from the point of view of an Architect 
is the remarkable array of the world's new forms 
of construction and new uses of building ma-
terials. It makes one realise how rapid and revolu-
tionary are the changes which are taking place in 
the building industry. 

Most countries in their exhibits have featured 
illustrations of their achievements in housing and 
this aspect was very interesting to me. Sweden's 

THE TRYLON AND PERISPHERE, THEME CENTRE 
+ 	+ 	THE NEW YORK FAIR 	+ 

Illustration with acknowledgments to "The Architectural Forum" 
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display of her housing work is exceedingly well 
presented. 

The building industry section includes 18 model 
homes of "the town of to-morrow," each home 
being sponsored by a group of manufacturers and 
showing very advanced thoughts in design. Gen-
erally the items of internal finish and equipment 
are based on factory or mass production, the 
amount of skilled labour required for these pur-
poses being reduced far below our present day 
custom. 

Manufacturers of building materials are not 
indulging in lavish displays of their individual 
products but rather are directing their efforts to 
the promotion of a public desire for individual 
home ownership. An unusually interesting exhibit 
in each of the demonstration homes in "the town 
of to-morrow" is a room in which is arranged a 
comprehensive display of the materials which 
have been used in the building of each particular 
house. 

HOUSING DEVELOPMENTS 
I have been very interested in inspecting several 

of the American housing schemes which have been 
carried out since my last visit. The Federal Gov-
ernment seems intent upon making the develop- 

ment of housing schemes one of its major under-
takings. Public opinion, however, seems to indicate 
that the Government's housing schemes are too 
elaborate and they are meeting strong opposition 
in several leading centres. 

One rather idealistic development which I have 
seen is at Cincinnati. This work is one of the 
Government's three "Green Belt" towns and rep-
resents the ideas of its creators as to the way in 
which the American citizen on a low-wage scale 
should be housed. This particular area is known 
as "Green Hills" and it is indeed inspiring—but 
it is certainly not economic from the taxpayers' 
point of view. 

I have seen some very extensive housing de-
velopments which have been sponsored by private 
enterprise, a notable instance being a building 
programme which is now in course of construc-
tion in New York under the direction of a life 
insurance company. It covers an area of 130 acres, 
embraces 13,000 dwelling units and will house 
approximately 42,000 people. This work is being 
carried out without any Government grant what-
soever and promises to be a highly successful 
undertaking from the point of view of both econo-
mics and hygiene. 

ALDERMAN FRANK STAPLEY (F.) 
RETIREMENT FROM CIVIC LIFE 

After having served as a member of the Mel-
bourne City Council for thirty-eight years and 
simultaneously as a member of the Melbourne 
and Metropolitan Board of Works for thirty-four 
years, Alderman (now Mr.) Frank Stapley has 
retired from civic life. 

Mr. Stapley is a Fellow and a Past President 
of the R.V.I.A. and over a long period has given 
eminent service to the Architectural profession of 
Victoria. In private practice he is a principal of 
the firm of Messrs. Stapley and Hall, Architects. 

During the years 1917 and 1918 Mr. Stapley 
held office with distinction as Lord Mayor of Mel-
bourne. He has occupied the Chairmanship of the 
Parks and Gardens Committee of the City Council 
for several years and previously was Chairman of 
the Health Committee. 

Since the commencement of his municipal career 
in 1901, Mr. Stapley has witnessed the population 
of Melbourne and suburbs more than double itself 

and one of the subjects which he has given special 
study and attention during that time has been the 
growth of the town-planning problems of the met-
ropolitan area. Possibly his most valuable muni-
cipal undertaking was as Chairman of the Metro-
politan Town Planning Commission during the 
life of that body from 1922 to 1929, the monu-
mental work of the Commission being to a large 
extent the result of his able leadership. 

The Institute pays tribute to the distinguished 
public service which Mr. Stapley has so unselfishly 
given to the City of Melbourne and to the State 
of Victoria. 

Because of pressure of other business, Mr. 
Charles E. Serpell (F.) has resigned his appoint-
ment as a Victorian representative on the R.A.I.A. 
Council. Messrs. O. A. Yuncken (A.) and Alec S. 
Eggleston (F.) have been elected the Victorian 
representatives for the periods 1939-40 and 
1939-41, respectively. 
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ATELIER SCHOLARSHIP COMPETITION 

0/the 

R.V.I.A. STUDENTS' SOCIETY 

PREMIATED DRAWINGS SUBMITTED BY MR. STANLEY B. SMITH, WHO HAS BEEN 

AWARDED THE ATELIER SCHOLARSHIP OF THE STUDENTS' SOCIETY FOR 1939 
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STUDENTS' NOTES 
ATELIER SCHOLARSHIP 

Each year the Students' Society of the 
R.V.I.A. awards a scholarship to the value of 
£15/15/- enabling the winner to undertake the 
first year of the course for the Diploma of Archi-
tectural Design at the University of Melbourne 
Architectural Atelier. The award of the scholar-
ship is based on the results of an architectural com-
petition comprising six subjects which are set each 
year. 

The winner of the scholarship for 1939 is Mr. 
Stanley B. Smith, an example of whose entries  

submitted in the competition is reproduced on the 
opposite page. 	+ 

Mr. Brett Finney, who occupied the Presidency 
of the Students' Society during the session 1934-35, 
has returned to Melbourne following a visit to 
Europe and America. 

Mr. David Grout who has completed the course 
at the Melbourne Technical College for the Dip-
loma of Architecture is engaged upon a tour over-
seas for the purpose of developing his Architec-
tural education. 

roizi SPECIAL GENERAL MEETING 
OF THE INSTITUTE, HELD AT KELVIN HALL, ON THURSDAY, 7TH SEPTEMBER, 1939, AT 4 P.M. 

Present.—Council Members—Messrs. W. O. 
McCutcheon (Acting President) , A. J. Ainslie, 
Alec S. Eggleston, P. H. Meldrum, Roy K. Steven-
son (Fellows), Robert S. Demaine, E. Keith 
Mackay, Stanley T. Parkes, John F. D. Scar-
borough and O. A. Yuncken (Associates) . The 
attendance register recorded the presence of forty-
six other members. 

In Attendance.—Mr. John B. Islip (Secretary) . 
Apologies.— Apologies for non-attendance were 

received from Messrs. W. A. M. Blackett, Robert 
B. Hamilton, James Irwin, G. A. Kemter, Charles 
E. Serpell (Fellows), H. Garnet Alsop, H. A. 
Burt, Alfred O. Dalton, Frank Heath and A. 
Bramwell Smith (Associates) . 

Members from Provincial Districts.—The Act-
ing President expressed pleasure at the presence 
of Lieut.-Colonel F. C. Purnell (F.) , of Geelong, 
and Cr. Herbert L. Coburn (F.) , of Ballarat, at 
the meeting and said that the active interest which 
members who were resident in provincial districts 
were taking in the work of the Institute was very 
gratifying to the Council. 

Defence Works. The Acting President re-
ported that the Executive Committee of the Coun-
cil had forwarded a memorandum to the Prime 
Minister of Australia (the Rt. Hon. R. G. Men-
zies) outlining a method by which Architects in 
private practice might serve in the execution of  

war-time constructional work confronting the 
Government. (The memorandum is published on 
an earlier page of the Journal.) 

Mr. Ainslie moved "that this meeting whole-
heartedly approve and endorse the action which 
has been taken by the Executive in this matter." 
The motion was seconded by Mr. Kingsley Hen-
derson (F.) and was carried unanimously. 

Code of Professional Ethics.—The Acting Pre-
sident said that the main purpose of the meeting 
was to afford the Council an opportunity to notify 
members that it had determined to take strong 
measures to enforce the observance of the Ethical 
Code governing professional conduct. 

The Council had knowledge that unethical prac-
tices were current amongst some members and 
had made a careful review of its powers and re-
sponsibilities. This study had satisfied the Council 
that adequate powers for control existed provided 
that the members of the Institute co-operated and 
supported the Council by immediate notification 
of any instances of unprofessional conduct which 
might come under their notice from time to time. 

Members were aware that the Council had taken 
action in recent weeks in respect of certain 
breaches of the Ethical Code and the Council in-
tended vigorously to prosecute a policy which had 
as its main object the establishment of fair and 
equitable conditions of practice and the protec- 
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tion of those members who were acting in observ-
ance of professional standards. 

Messages had been received from several mem-
bers expressing regret that they were unable to be 
present at the meeting but stating that they were 
in full agreement with the steps which were being 
taken by the Council to maintain the principles of 
the Code of Ethics. 

Mr. Kingsley Henderson moved "that this meet-
ing of members records its full approval of the 
action which is being taken by the Institute Coun-
cil with regard to professional ethics and that we 
pledge ourselves individually and collectively to 
do all in our power to assist the Council in this 
matter." The motion was seconded by Mr. W. 
Balcombe Griffiths (A.) and after having been 
supported by Mr. Frank Stapley (F.) and Messrs. 
Alec. S. Hall, O. A. Yuncken and E. H. J. Ziebell 
(Associates) was carried unanimously. 

Services of Consultants.—The Acting President 
reported that the Council was giving considera-
tion to the position which had been created by the 
development in recent years of specialised con-
sulting services in relation to building works, par-
ticularly with regard to structural steel, reinforced 
concrete and mechanical and electrical equipment. 

Scientific advances which had been and were 
being made in various branches of building con- 

struction necessitated a gradually increasing degree 
of specialisation within the Architectural profes-
sion. For the purpose of carrying out building pro-
jects which incorporated such forms of construc-
tion, the changed conditions and responsibilities 
usually made it necessary that the principal Archi-
tect either— 
(a) employ within his organisation Architects 

specially trained in those branches, or 
(b) employ in a consulting capacity independent 

persons specially trained in those spheres and 
practising as specialists or consultants. 

In some cases, however, the latter system was 
resulting in a somewhat disorganised state of 
affairs with divided responsibilities and insuf-
ficient cohesion. The Council had appointed a 
committee to investigate this matter and it was 
proposed that steps be taken at an early date with 
a view to the adoption of a system which would 
materially strengthen the organisation of building 
works under the control of Architects. 

Mr. Kingsley Henderson moved "that the pro-
posal outlined by the Acting President has the 
general approval of this meeting and that the 
Council be asked to proceed along the lines indi-
cated." The motion was seconded by Mr. Stapley 
and after having been supported by Cr. Coburn 
was carried unanimously. 

HOUSE COMMITTEE 
S part of its programme for the session 

1939-40, the House Committee of the In- 
stitute has arranged a series of golf and 

tennis matches in which members and students 
are invited to take part. 

The first two of the series were played recently 
and were heartily enjoyed by all who participated, 
the initial golf match being held on the 15th Sep-
tember between representatives of the R.V.I.A. 
and of the Institution of Engineers, Australia, 
Melbourne Division. The match—which was held 
on the links of the Victoria Golf Club at Chelten-
ham and took the form of four-ball best-ball han- 
dicap games—resulted in a win for the R.V.I.A., 
the scores being as follow:— 

R.V.I.A. 	 I.E.A. 
A. R. Butler-J. E. McCleery d. A. McLean-G. Wilson, 4-3. 
A. J. Ainslie-M. R. Barlow d. C. Harper-E. Woodrow, 1 up. 
J. H. Wardrop-J. W. Wright d. J. Thompson-H. Caine, 4-2. 
John B. Islip-R. Hay 	d. W. Cooper-J. Strong, 6-4. 
R. S. Demaine-H. J. Tribe d. R. O. Boyce-K. Lewis, 7-6. 
Eric Hughes-C. J. Orme 	v. C. Tuxen-F. Walters, square. 
H. V. Taylor-W. A. Shum lost to C. Candy-C. McDonald, 2 up. 

The second of the series was a tennis match 
between representatives of the Institute and of 
the R.V.I.A. Students' Society. This was played on 
the courts of the Kew Tennis Club, the scoring 
being in favour of the Institute's representatives 
by 8 matches to 6. 

ANNUAL GOLF MATCH 
The annual golf match of the R.V.I.A. will be 

held on the course of the Metropolitan Golf Club 
at Oakleigh on Friday, the 24th November. 

Play will commence at 1.30 p.m. and each mem-
ber will be entitled to take a visitor. The member 
with the best net stroke score will hold the 
R.V.I.A. Golf Cup for the ensuing year. Members 
wishing to take part are invited to notify the 
Institute Secretary as early as convenient and in 
any case not later than Monday, 20th November, 
in order to facilitate the arrangements. 
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