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THE PRESIDENT OF THE R.V.I.A. 
~ 

oN the . S2e66ior2—>939-40 

MR. LESLIE MARSH PERROTT [F.] 

No. 2 

AT
the annual general meeting of members 
held at Kelvin Hall on the 28th March, 
Mr. Leslie Marsh Perrott was elected, un-

opposed, President of the Institute for the session 
1939-40. 

Extending over a long period, the Institute has 
received eminent services from Mr. Perrott, he 
having served as Vice-President for the past four 
years and occupied a seat on the Council since 
1931. He has given valuable leadership as Chair-
man of the Building Regulations Committee. In 
no small degree is the present high standard of 
the Journal directly attributable to the vision and 
initiative of the new President. Of the Journal 
Committee, he has also been Chairman for several 
years. 

As Chairman of these two Committees alone, 
Mr. Perrott has made a contribution of consider-
able benefit to the Institute and to the Architec-
tural profession in general. 

In addition, Mr. Perrott has ably represented 
the R.V.I.A. on the Building Industry Congress 
of Victoria since its establishment in 1931. At 
present he is Vice-President of that body. 

As a pupil, Mr. Perrott undertook and com-
pleted a course in Architecture at the Melbourne 
Technical College and later served as an assistant 
to Messrs. Pearce and Nash, Architects, of Mel-
bourne. For the purpose of developing his archi- 

tectural training, he then visited America and 
gained experience as a draughtsman in the offices 
of leading practitioners in that country. 

Returning to Melbourne, Mr. Perrott com-
menced private practice and at that time was 
appointed Lecturer in Architecture at the Prahran 
Technical School, a position which he retained 
for six years. Having passed the examination of 
the Institute, he was admitted an Associate in 
1920 and was awarded Fellowship eight years 
later. In 1932, Mr. Perrott was elected a Fellow 
of the Royal Institute of British Architects. 

His architectural practice now encompasses a 
wide field and embraces a variety of building 
types, including offices, hotels, and residences, as 
well as an extensive range of industrial work. 

Since his first visit to America, the new Presi-
dent has toured England, the Continent and the 
United States on several occasions for the pur-
pose of investigating current Architectural de-
velopments in those countries. 

Recently, Mr. Perrott admitted Mr. E. Keith 
Mackay (A.) and Mr. Colin C. McKenzie (A.) 
to partnership, the title of the firm being Leslie 
M. Perrott & Partners. 

The membership of the Institute congratulates 
Mr. Perrott upon his appointment and extends to 
him wishes for a happy and successful term of 
office. 
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ARCHITECTS: 	B A T E S, 	SMART 	& 	M c C U T C H E O N 

R.VI.A. VICTORIAN STREET ARCH 

AWARD FOR 1938 

THE SECOND CHURCH OF CHRIST, SCIENTIST 

COOKSON STREET, CAMBERWELL 
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H ITECTURE MEDAL 

0  N the recommendation of the Victorian 
Street Architecture Medal Jury of the 
R.V.I.A., the Council of the Institute has 

awarded the Medal for the year 1938 to Messrs. 
Bates, Smart & McCutcheon, Architects, of 
419 Collins Street, Melbourne, for the building 
erected for the Second Church of Christ, Scientist, 
in Cookson Street, Camberwell, the design and 
construction of which were executed under the 
direction of the afore-named Architects. 

The purpose of the Institute Council in estab-
lishing the award of the Street Architecture Medal 
—which is offered annually for a street facade of 
exceptional merit erected during the preceding 
three years—is to encourage excellence of design 
in street architecture and to assist in creating a 
wider public interest in the work of the archi-
tectural profession. 

The award of the Medal is regarded as being 
the highest honour bestowed by the profession 
upon its members for the design of buildings of 
high architectural quality. It is felt that its estab-
lishment is proving an incentive towards obtain-
ing the maximum of beauty in civic Architecture. 

REPORT OF THE EXAMINING JURY 

The Jury of Assessors—which examined the 
merits of a number of buildings nominated for 
the award—is composed of the following:— 

President of the Institute (Mr. Leslie M. Perrott) . 

Chief Architect of the Department of Public Works, 
State of Victoria (Mr. Percy Everett) . 

Director of National Gallery (Mr. J. S. MacDonald) . 

Art Inspector, Education Department, State of Vic-
toria (Mr. W. R. Dean) . 

Seven Architects appointed by the Institute Council: 
Messrs. Geo. R. King, Marcus W. Martin, Charles E. 
Serpell, Arthur C. Collins, E. Keith Mackay, Edward 
F. Billson and John F. D. Scarborough. 

In its report, the Jury stated:— 

"The building which forms the subject of the 
award illustrates the architectural dignity which 
may be achieved with simplicity of massing, well 
proportioned voids and the judicious placing of 
appropriate enrichment. 

"Elimination rather than decoration tends to 
characterise accepted standards of good architec-
ture to-day and this building reveals a particularly 
happy balance between these two considerations. 

"It represents a satisfactory solution to the 
architectural problem of a modern church with-
out resort to traditional ecclesiastical motifs. 

"The chief interest in the front elevation centres 
in three large vertical openings which feature 
glazed decorative wrought iron screens, superbly 
designed and executed. Unity of design has been 
produced with cream-toned bricks used throughout 
the exterior, even to the cornices and ornamental 
features over the doorways, the large plain sur-
faces being relieved with horizontal recessed 
bands at regular intervals." 

Messrs. Bates, Smart & McCutcheon have 
achieved the notable distinction of having been 
awarded the Medal on three occasions since its 
inception ten years ago, their previous successes 
being for the A.M.P. Building, 419 Collins St., 
Melbourne, in 1932, and for the Buckley & Nunn 
Building, 294 Bourke St., Melbourne, in 1934. 

A bronze plaque recording the award will be 
affixed to the selected building. 

PRESENTATION OF THE MEDAL 

In announcing the decision of the Jury at the 
Annual General Meeting of the Institute held last 
month, the Chairman (Mr. Alec S. Eggleston) 
conveyed to the successful Architects the con-
gratulations of the Council and made mention of 
the fact that it was the first occasion upon which 
a building located outside the City of Melbourne 
had been selected for the purpose of the award. 

At the invitation of the Chairman, the Lord 
Mayor of Melbourne (Cr. A. W. Coles) presented 
the 1938 Medal to Mr. W. O. McCutcheon, repre-
senting the firm of Messrs. Bates, Smart & McCut-
cheon, and in doing so said:— 

"At the outset I should like to thank the 
Institute very much for the opportunity which has 
been afforded me to be present at this meeting. 
As a member of the Melbourne City Council and 
as a private citizen I have for a long time appre-
ciated the work which the R.V.I.A. is accomplish-
ing as one of the leading institutions of our State. 
The City Council realises the value of your ac-
tivities and greatly appreciates the co-operation 
which is so readily made available by the Institute. 

"I feel that the R.V.I.A.'s enterprise in estab-
lishing the award of the Street Architecture Medal 
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is serving a particularly fine purpose in creating 
a wider sense of civic pride and interest among 
the members of our community and I am very 
happy to participate in this ceremony. 

"It augurs well for the growth and development 
of our metropolitan area that the Medal has been 
won on this occasion for a building which is located 
outside the square mile which  comprises Mel-
bourne proper. I cannot see any real reason why 
buildings in the heart of the metropolis should be 
of greater architectural quality than those in the 
suburbs and provincial districts and I feel that 
this year's award will have the effect of spurring 
your members to still greater endeavour in con-
nection with the planning of buildings for erec-
tion outside the boundaries of our capital city. 

"It pleases me greatly that the building which 
has been selected for this year's award is of an 
ecclesiastical nature. Inspiration and idealism have 
been responsible for the erection of many mag-
nificent church buildings in past generations—for 
example Sir Christopher Wren's St. Paul's Cathed- 
ral in London, which, in my opinion, is a won-
derful piece of Architecture—and it is reassuring 
to know that, although we are living in an age of 
materialism and commercialism, the study of 
church architecture is still attracting the brains of 
our leading designers. 

"Mr. McCutcheon, in handing you this pre-
sentation, i do heartily congratulate the partner-
ship of Messrs. Bates, Smart & McCutcheon upon 
the very fine design which it has embodied in the 
building for which this year's Street Architecture 
Medal has been awarded and also upon its unique 
achievement in having gained the award upon 
three occasions." 

In acknowledging the presentation of the Medal 
Mr. W. O. McCutcheon said:— 

"Mr. Chairman, my Lord Mayor and gentle-
men: On behalf of my firm I do very sincerely 
thank the Institute for the honour which has been 
bestowed upon us and I should like to express to 
you, my Lord Mayor, our appreciation of your 
kind remarks. 

"I was very glad when His Lordship used the 
term 'partnership' when referring to the award. 
All members of the profession know that in these 
days the production of a successful building is not 
a matter of a designer sitting in an office and  

products of the building world to-day represent 
the concerted efforts of individual minds and the 
credit of obtaining the award of the Street Archi-
tecture Medal is due to the organisation of my 
partners and firm as a whole. 

"Further, I should like to refer to the fact that 
the perfect occasion of architectural accomplish-
ment is obviously three-fold. Firstly, the client, 
who should have understanding of the many prob-
lems which arise, secondly, the builder, and 
thirdly, the architect. In this case we as architects 
were particularly fortunate as the client had both 
the faculties of understanding and of visualising 
beyond the drawing paper the completed building, 
and we very much appreciated that fact. I am cer-
tain that every architect will agree that such assist-
ance contributes enormously to the successful com-
pletion of a building project." 

It formed a happy co-incidence that Messrs. 
G. W. Martin and E. J. Hamilton-Moore, as repre-
sentatives of the Second Church of Christ, Scient-
ist, should be present at the meeting at which the 
Street Architecture Medal was presented. 

The President of the Institute expressed the 
opinion that the meeting should like to hear from 
one so highly appraised by a member of the Insti-
tute as "the perfect client." 

In accepting the chairman's invitation, Mr. 
G. W. Martin said:— 

"Mr. Chairman, my Lord Mayor and gentle-
men: I am a little doubtful of the honoured title 
of 'the perfect client' which has been thrust upon 
us to-night but we do highly appreciate the selec-
tion of our building for the award of the Vic-
torian Street Architecture Medal. 

"The Christian Science Movement is particu-
larly pleased with the building and we are de-
lighted to know that the work of our architects 
has received the approbation of their fellow prac-
titioners. In a remarkable degree Messrs. Bates, 
Smart & McCutcheon have expressed in the char-
acter of the building the spirit of our services and 
of the work of the Christian Science Church and 
we are indeed grateful to them." 

In conclusion, the chairman said .that it was 
with pleasure that he moved a hearty vote of 
thanks to the Lord Mayor for his kindness in hav-
ing made the presentation of the award, and also 
for the personal interest which he is taking in the 
work of the Institute and of the profession gen- 

evolving a more or less self-contained scheme as erally. The motion was seconded by Mr. Leslie M. 
was the generally accepted practice years ago. All Perrott and was carried with acclamation. 

38 



~ 

RETIRING PRESIDENT'S ADDRESS 
DELIVERED BY MR. ALEC S. EGGLESTON AT THE ANNUAL GENERAL 
MEETING OF THE INSTITUTE HELD ON THE 28TH MARCH, 1939 

FTER having served for two years as Pre-
sident of the Royal Victorian Institute of 
Architects it now falls to my lot to deliver 

the retiring Presidential address. 
It is with regret—though tempered with relief 

—that I sever my official connection with mem- 
bers as President of the Institute. I have had the 
happiest term of office I think it is possible any 
President could experience. The sense of com- 
radeship and fellowship and the keenness and 
enthusiasm of the Council and the enormous 
amount of help given to me by the Vice-President 
and other senior members of the Profession have 
left me with a great sense of gratitude. 

BUILDING REGULATIONS 
I do not want merely to voice personal feelings 

this evening but to say something concerning the 
profession generally which may be of value. As 
the Lord Mayor and Cr. Solly are here I should 
like to say first of all something concerning the 
building regulations of the Melbourne City Coun-
cil. This is a matter which has exercised the close 
attention of the Institute in recent months. 

Some progress has been made towards the 
amendment of the regulations in the direction of 
bringing them (as we feel) more into line with 
conditions overseas. I thank Cr. Solly particularly 
for having brought the matter before the Building 
Regulations Committee of the City Council and 
for having enabled representatives of the Institute 
to meet that Committee in conference to discuss 
the proposals of the R.V.I.A. In this matter of 
building regulations the Institute represents a 
body of experts. I should like to say that as Archi-
tects we have no axe to grind in connection with 
the proposed amendments. We do feel that we 
are speaking for the building owners when we 
urge the Council to liberalise certain of the 
regulations. 

Furthermore, of all the professions, the mem-
bers of the Architectural community probably 
spend most time overseas studying conditions and 
modern trends in other lands. Most of our mem-
bers have been overseas—many on more than one 
occasion—and have brought back the first-hand 
knowledge thus obtained. Therefore, we can hon-
estly say that we do represent a competent and 
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mature opinion concerning building regulations 
for great cities. 

Several weeks ago we submitted to the City 
Council thirty-three proposed amendments to the 
regulations. Some of them have already been dealt 
with and granted but I think that out of those 
thirty-three eighteen were rejected, nine were 
agreed to and six have been deferred until the 
Building Surveyor returns from an overseas tour. 

The Committee of the Institute which is dealing 
with this matter considers that the adoption of all 
the thirty-three recommendations would improve 
the City of Melbourne and would advance the 
interests of its rate payers. It is proposed that this 
matter be taken up again with the City Council 
at a later date when it is hoped that others of the 
proposals will be adopted. 

One proposal that was placed before the con-
ference with the City Council's Committee was 
that there should be a register of decisions made 
by the Building Surveyor, for the information of 
all Architects. The adoption of this would mean 
that all practitioners, in dealing with problems 
affecting building regulations, would know what 
had been decided by the City Council in analogous 
cases and would be able to use that information 
in the preparation of their plans and so save 
considerable time and enquiry at the Town Hall. 
The Building Surveyor encourages us to hope 
that such a register will be made available. 

LAW REPORTS 

As a development of Institute activity I have 
felt that we should be apprised of the legal de-
cisions which are made from time to time in the 
courts concerning building cases. If we had such 
a record, a digest of the case and the decision 
arrived at, members would find such a service of 
great value. To my mind this is an important 
matter. I believe our Secretary is endeavouring to 
make this service effectual at an early date. 

SLUM ABOLITION AND RE-HOUSING 

I am happy to report that the Institute is taking 
a prominent part in the Slum Abolition and Re-
housing programme. Several months ago we made 
an offer of co-operation to the recently established 
Housing Commission and stated that we were 



prepared to assist that body in every possible way 
in connection with the work with which it was 
faced. Subsequently several conferences were held 
between representatives of the Institute and the 
Commission, as a direct result of which a com-
prehensive architectural competition has been pro-
moted by means of which it is probable that the 
extensive housing works of the Commission will 
be carried out by Architects in private practice. 
Three members of the Institute have been ap-
pointed assessors to assist the Commission in con-
nection with the competition and I believe that 
the Institute in this matter is rendering a very real 
service to the community and to the Architectural 
profession. The principle that this work should 
be done by private enterprise has been established 
and I believe that this is due largely to our efforts. 

The draft building regulations of the Housing 
Commission have given us a great deal of thought. 
I think that they are very risky proposals. For 
example, their adoption would mean that there 
would be about fifty-five streets of houses in the 
City of Prahran which would not conform with 
the minimum requirements of the regulations. 
My personal view is that the Commission should 
take into serious consideration some amendment 
of the draft regulations; otherwise if they are put 
into active practice they will have a tremendous 
effect on a great many buildings which are quite 
habitable and which do not merit any condemna-
tion. Of course, it is easy to say "Well these regu-
lations are here in case they are needed, but they 
won't be used." In political or semi-political circles 
there is always a danger of someone applying 
regulations which were drafted originally as a 
safeguard only. 

R.A.I.A. 

I should like on this occasion to refer to the 
Royal Australian Institute of Architects, a subject 
which is causing all of us a great deal of concern 
because of the increasing cost of the operation of 
that body. In 1935 the Victorian members were 
paying something like £86 in levies. Last year 
we paid £227, which represents a rise of nearly 
300%. It should be acknowledged that an extra-
ordinary amount of voluntary service has been 
given by the honorary officers in Sydney and I am 
sure we all very greatly appreciate this fact. 

A very considerable increase in the cost of con-
ducting the R.A.I.A. has taken place, however, in 
recent years and the members in Victoria are view-
ing this with apprehension. To my mind the struc- 

ture of the R.A.I.A. should be designed to 
strengthen State control and administration. This 
is particularly important in the case of Victoria. 
It has been proved by experience that the present 
system is rather cumbersome and slow, and in 
many instances it is retarding the organisation of 
the profession in our State. I want you to consider 
this matter because it may be that we shall have 
to use very strong measures to improve the posi-
tion. You will notice from the annual financial 
statements that our credit balance for the last 12 
months has been almost negligible. 

There is one very serious danger and that is the 
danger of delay in questions connected both with 
ethics and with education—and these are really 
vital matters. The administration of the ethical 
code in Victoria in relation to a recent happening 
has been complicated and delayed because of the 
matter having to be referred to the R.A.I.A. Simi- 
larly, some months ago we recommended to the 
R.A.I.A. that certain Schools of Architecture in 
Victoria should be "recognised" and we are still 
awaiting a decision. Meanwhile the schools con- 
cerned are unable to frame their curricula and to 
advise their students as to their exact position. 

CHAIR OF ARCHITECTURE 
During the past year representatives of the 

Institute waited upon the Council of the Univer-
sity asking that it should appoint a committee to 
discuss with the Institute the question of found-
ing a Chair of Architecture. A committee was 
appointed and at a subsequent conference with 
our representatives we were told that it appeared 
impossible to establish a Chair of Architecture 
unless the sum of £30,000 was forthcoming. Your 
committee did not have that amount of money at 
the time! It was suggested that the profession 
might set to work to raise money in order to form 
an endowment fund which would enable a pro-
fessor to be appointed and a Chair established. 
The Board of Architectural Education of the In-
stitute has been looking into this matter and some 
suggestions were made recently which might as-
sist in arriving at a solution of the problem:— 

Firstly, that there should be some adjustment 
of the course at the University; 

Secondly, that it is quite possible that Archi-
tects and friends of the profession and those 
interested in the building industry generally might 
be prepared to subscribe even up to the extent 
of £10,000 towards a fund for the establishment 
of a Chair, and that other members of the profes- 
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sion who are not able to give large amounts at 
present or in one sum might be prepared to con-
tribute annually for a period of say five years in 
order to form the nucleus of a fund for the time 
being until a Chair is definitely established; 

Thirdly, that the funds accruing from the Regis-
tration of Architects which are at present paid 
into consolidated revenue, might be diverted for 
the purpose of assisting to establish a Chair. The 
latter funds would amount to approximately £100 
annually. As you know the Registration Board 
for many years banked that money and was hoping 
that it might have formed the basis of a fund for 
the establishment of a Chair of Architecture but 
the Government insisted on the money being paid 
over and in recent weeks it has gone into con- 
solidated revenue. The draft Bill for the amend-
ment of the Registration Act provides that the 
money obtained by Registration fees should be 
used at the discretion of the Registration Board 
for the purpose of promoting Architectural educa- 
tion and if the Bill is adopted there should not be 
any difficulty in obtaining the application of that 
money to the establishment of a Chair. 

FUTURE OF THE PROFESSION 

Now with regard to the future. Is all well with 
the profession? I do not think so. I am going to 
put the darker side first and then I am going to 
turn with relief to the lighter side. 

Architects in private practice have a great many 
competitors. I do not mean within our own ranks, 
but in other spheres. Firstly, the State Savings 
Bank which undoubtedly has affected Architects 
in private practice concerning the smaller type of 
residential work. Secondly, the Public Works De-
partment. Then we have the municipalities. Only 
just recently the St. Kilda Council decided to re-
model its Town Hall at an estimated expenditure 
of £30,000 and the Council did not employ an 
Architect for this work. It considered apparently 
that its Engineer was capable of executing the 
Architectural work. Further, we have to contend 
with the speculative builder. 

To my mind it is most important that the 
private practitioners should see that unity and 
friendship characterise their relations with their 
fellows. The more we can get to know each other 
and to work in harmony with each other the more 
likely are we to be a homogeneous fighting force 
to deal with the problems that face us. We have 
had a little trouble this year as you know in con-
nection with the Automobile Club competition. 

I do not want to speak on that at any length 
to-night but I do say it was most gratifying that 
so many of our members, even though they had 
been put to considerable expenditure, were loyal 
to our Institute and stood by it in the difficult 
position in which they found themselves. I think 
it was a very fine tribute by those members con-
cerned but unless we are loyal to the Institute, the 
Institute cannot do very much for us and further-
more discipline is a necessary corollary of organ-
isation. I do not think you can have one without 
the other, and I would hate to be the President 
of an Institute which could not discipline its own 
members. 

I think that the future of our profession is 
extremely bright. I do not think the standard of 
architectural education has ever been higher in 
Australia than it is in Victoria at the present time 
and I say without fear of contradiction that our 
standard now is comparable with that of England. 
It is very satisfactory to know that our men who 
go overseas are accorded a warm welcome in Lon-
don and seem to have no difficulty in obtaining 
employment as soon as they arrive. There is a 
school of young men growing up in the profession 
which is outstripping the older generation. That 
is because they have had so much better oppor-
tunities. You have only to look back over the past 
ten years to see how remarkably the standard 
of architectural education has improved. We are 
experiencing a real renaissance in Architecture 
and the younger men of our profession are going 
ahead and seizing ;their opportunities and dis-
playing an enormous amount of energy and talent. 
I am delighted to realise that the standard of the 
entries for the Haddon Memorial Scholarship and 
for the Street Architecture Medal is so high. 
When we consider the really excellent quality of 
the work which did not achieve success in either 
of those competitions we can honestly say that as 
far as design and education and the practices of 
the profession generally are concerned—even 
bearing in mind the difficulties—the future of the 
profession in Victoria is assured. 

On this note I desire to conclude my address 
and in doing so I should like to take this oppor-
tunity to express my grateful thanks to the Sec-
retary of the Institute, Mr. Islip, for the valuable 
assistance which he has given me during my term 
of office. I want to pay this tribute publicly and 
personally because he has been an enormous help 
to me as he is to every President. 

41 



A, 
A 	T.  
Ti 	A 

Jhe 

ARCHITECTURAL DISPLAY 
at re 1939 HOME AND BUILDING EXHIBITION 

The 1939 Home and Building Exhibition, under the 
auspices of the Building Industry Congress of Victoria, 
was held in the Exhibition Building, Melbourne, during 
the months of February and March. 

At the invitation of the Board of Publicity of the 
Building Industry Congress the Council of the R.V.I.A. 
agreed to sponsor an Architectural Gallery as one of 

the features of the exhibition. 
To arrange the Architectural display, the Institute 

Council appointed an Exhibition Committee, the per-
sonnel of which consisted of Mr. Best Overend (Chair-
man) , Miss Cynthea Teague, Messrs. H. Garnet Alsop, 
Harold Bartlett, Alan Bogle, Stuart P Calder, Robert 
Eggleston, H. E. Forrester, T. D. Freeman, Alec S. Hall, 

J. K. Heughan, Rhys E. Hopkins, D. C. Ward, Ray-
mond Schmerberg, the President of the Students' Society 
of the Institute (Mr. Roy Simpson) and the Secretary 
of the R.V.I.A. (Mr. Islip) . 

The Architectural display was an outstanding success 
and the Institute Council places on record its high ap-
preciation of the valuable work which was performed 
by the Committee, the results of which attracted wide 
interest among the many thousands of people who 
attended the exhibition. 

The following article by Miss Cynthea Teague de-
scribes the features of the Architectural Gallery and 
records in outline form the intentions of the Committee 
in arranging its programme. 

rHE 

	hl Gall 	made pos-  

sible Arc by the fi
itectura

nancial supp
ery

ort
was 

 of members 
of the profession, the practical assistance 

of the Students' Society and the co-operation of 
trading sections of the building industry. 

It had two main purposes, viz., (1) to bring the 
members of the community into closer relation-
ship with the Architect and the specialised ser-
vices he has at his command and (2) to clear 
away some of the misunderstandings that attend 
the public conception of the New Architecture. 

To fulfil these intentions, the display had of 
necessity to be simple in form, direct in expres-
sion and striking in design. 

The exhibits were planned to assist in dis-
pelling the idea in the minds of many people that 
the Architect is an artist and an idealist only, and 
to demonstrate that the Architect is expert in the 
science of building and possesses special know-
ledge of design, plan and construction. 

With this objective in view, the exhibition was 
arranged to lead the minds of visitors progres-
sively through the great periods of Architecture 
—each having its varying faults and virtues—to 
a clearer appreciation of the contemporary style, 
and its suitability to the needs of every-day life as 
displayed by models, drawings, photographs and 
selected examples of office and household utensils. 
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EXHIBITS 

The exhibition space, which measured approxi-
mately 200 ft. long and 30 ft. wide, was divided 
into seven main sections, viz.:- 

1. The entrance, which embodied a rest space. 
2. Recessed exhibits depicting notable periods of 

Architecture. 
Models. 3.  

4. Competitive drawings for a small residence. 
5. An exhibit demonstrating the work of an 

Architect in the designing and construction 
of a building. 

6. Photographs of members' work. 

7. A selection of commercial articles embodying 
functional beauty. 

A comfortably furnished rest space was pro-
vided at the entrance to the Architectural Gallery, 
for the use of visitors after having inspected the 
extensive trade display on the ground floor of the 
Exhibition Building. 

The colour scheme of the gallery was a domin-
ant yellow, a grey and two shades of blue. The 
furnishings of the rest space included lounge 
chairs and a settee in blue and yellow upholstery, 
standard lamps and tables; a surrounding curtain 
being in grey. All lettering in the exhibition was 
in a deep burgundy colour. 

A feature of the entrance was a large photo-
mural extending the length of one wall fronting 
the rest space and depicting various phases of 
modern Architecture. It formed a focal point and 
attracted visitors to pause and contemplate the 
inscription, which stated "In every age man's 
mode of living has evolved its architectural form 
... To-day, after a period of insincerity and re-
vivalism, a new Architecture has emerged, per-
fectly suited to the needs of a mechanised and 
scientific age." 

SURVEY OF ARCHITECTURAL PERIODS 

To the left of a central dividing rail, visitors 
were next led to a series of four recessed exhibits, 
an ingenious display of dramatically illuminated 
"cut-outs" arranged by members of the Students' 
Society, portraying a survey of the great Archi-
tectural periods between 10,000 B.C. and 1900 
A.D. These exhibits, each measuring five feet 
square, described graphically the development of 
Architectural styles at important stages of the 
history of mankind. 

The first pictured the early development from 
the bark or hide tent to the mud brick houses of 
biblical times in early Egypt and the sophisticated 
and highly decorated buildings of ancient Pom-
peii. The second exhibit pictured a crenellated 
and moated fortress of the middle ages, whilst 
the third represented the religious fervour of the 
Gothic era, illustrating a medieval city and cathe-
dral. The fourth depicted the Georgian and Vic-
torian times and portrayed terraces of houses 
typical of those periods and a reproduction of the 
Crystal Palace, one of the earliest buildings to 
embody glass and steel frame construction. 

Next in sequence came an exhibit of contempor-
ary Architecture, in the form of twelve models of 
various types of buildings erected recently in Vic-
toria. The models, which were constructed to 4  in. 
scale, were illuminated electrically and were 
mounted just below eye level on a wide curved 
platform. 

Adjoining the display of models and occupying 
the whole of a semi-circular wall were exhibited 
the 12 prize drawings and a selection of other 
designs submitted in "The Herald" Ideal Home 
Competition for a house to cost not more than 
£1250. (A review of the competition and the pre-
miated designs are published in this issue of the 
Journal.—Ed.) 

THE ARCHITECT DESIGNS A HOME 

The Committee felt that, having arrived at this 
stage of the exhibition and having assimilated a 
survey of the history of Architecture and of con-
temporary design, visitors would be interested in 
a demonstration of the work of an Architect in 
the designing and construction of a building. 

A special exhibit, therefore, was arranged 
entitled "The Architect Designs a Home." 
The display introduced as dramatis per-
sonae the intending Building Owner, the Archi-
tect and the Builder, and by means of sketches, 
lettering and "cut-outs" in distinctive colours 
traced the course of a building project, progres-
sively, from the first inspection of the site to the 
preparation of a sketch design, the making of 
working drawings and specifications, the produc-
tion of detail drawings, the obtaining of tenders, 
the supervision of the constructional work and 
the final settlement of accounts. The completed 
house was represented by means of a model. 

Possibly this exhibit was the most interesting 
and useful feature of the exhibition. It served 
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admirably to demonstrate in an intriguing man-
ner that the training, experience and technical 
knowledge of an Architect are all-important to 
the successful carrying out of a building project 
—no matter what the size, from the smallest cot-
tage to the largest public edifice. 

Next followed a photographic display of vari-
ous types of buildings designed and erected under 
the supervision of members of the Institute. This 
exhibit mostly represented works of a domestic 
nature and was arranged in four bays, each of 
which was illuminated by means of recessed ceil-
ing lights. The names of individual Architects 
were not shown on any of the photographs, the 
intention of the exhibition being to direct public 
attention to the work of the profession generally 
rather than to the work of individual practitioners. 

The final exhibit was a wall panel displaying 
a selection of well-designed commercial articles,  

the purpose of this being to demonstrate that it 
is possible to incorporate functional beauty in 
objects of constant and familiar use. 

The general structure of the exhibition was 
composed of studding faced with wall boarding 
and fibrous plaster, these materials giving the 
degree of flexibility which was necessitated by the 
layout. 

A brochure entitled "The Work of an Archi-
tect" was published by the Committee and 10,000 
copies were distributed to visitors during the 
period of the exhibition. 

It is generally agreed among members of the 
profession that the Architectural display achieved 
its purpose and has assisted materially in bring-
ing about a closer relationship between the public 
and the architectural profession, and has created 
a wider appreciation of the value of qualified 
architectural services. 

OBITUARY 
G. ALEX. BEECH [Al 

ITH much sorrow 	Council of the 
Institute records the

the 
 passing of Mr. 

George Alexander Beech on the 16th 
April. 

Mr. Beech, who was born in 1894, was a bril-
liant draughtsman and rendered valuable services 
to the Architectural profession. As a member of 
the staff of the Commonwealth Government he was 
associated with the preparation of the drawings 
for Parliament House at Canberra and many other 
notable buildings throughout Australia. He was 
a keen exponent of the art of lettering, the King's 
Book at the Shrine of Remembrance—Victoria's 
National War Memorial—being an example of 
his outstanding gift in this branch of architectural 
work. 

During the Great War, Mr. Beech served with 
the Australian Imperial Forces in France. After 
the signing of the Armistice he studied at the 

Architectural Association in London and upon 
returning to Australia was elected to Associate-
ship of the Institute in 1920 and was appointed 
to the staff of the Commonwealth Department of 
Works and Railways. Four years later he was 
awarded Associate Membership of the R.I.B.A. 
Subsequently he became associated in private prac-
tice with Mr. Frederick Sale and at later stages 
with Mr. Leslie M. Perrott and Mr. P. Scott-
\X/illiams. In 1937 he was appointed Assistant 
Architect on the staff of the Department of the 
Interior, which position he occupied at the time 
of his death. 

Mr. Beech, who was an accomplished linguist 
and spoke several languages fluently, possessed a 
fine character and his modest disposition endeared 
him to the hearts of his colleagues. 

The Institute extends its deep sympathy to Mrs. 
Beech and her family in their irreparable loss. 
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1LJ/ra/a(" IDEAL HOME COMPETITION 
FEATURE of the 1939 Home and 

Building Exhibition was the 
Ideal Home Competition pro-

moted by "The Herald" newspaper in 
collaboration with the R.V.I.A. 

The competition, the purpose of 
which was to stimulate interest in home 
building, was for the design of a house to cost not 
more than £1250. 

The conditions stated that the building should 
be so designed as to be comfortably accom-
modated on a level block of land having a front-
age of 60 ft. and a depth of 140 ft., facing east. 

Premiums of £150, £50, £20 and £10 were 
offered for award to the Architects whose draw-
ings were placed first, second, third and fourth 
in order of merit, respectively, and the assessors 
(Messrs. A. J. Ainslie, Marcus W. Martin and 
Norman H. Seabrook) were authorised to allot 
eight additional prizes of £5 each to the authors 
of any other designs considered by them to be 
sufficiently meritorious. 

One hundred and thirteen entries were received 
and the following awards were made by the 
assessors:- 
1st—Frank W. Murphy 3rd—Geoff. H. Mewton 
2nd—Geoff. H. Mewton 4th—Alex. J. W. Fergie 

Designs submitted by the following-named com- 
petitors were commended by the assessors and 
their authors were awarded premiums of £5 each: 
Trevor Bain and Lloyd Orton (2 entries), Peter 
Newell, Harold Bloom, Robert Eggleston & C. J. 
White, A. J. Ralton, V. J. Marocco, R. S. Demaine. 

ASSESSORS' REPORT 
In their report, the assessors state that the work 

submitted was of a high quality and "shows a true 
appreciation of the possibilities of modern original 
planning, and the whole art of living. The plan-
ning is well considered from all aspects, and the 
authors of the premiated designs are to be con-
gratulated on the ingenious manner in which 
they have developed the 60 feet suburban block. 

"The conditions of the competition required 
the assessors to select a design which in their 
opinion would provide an Ideal Home for the 
purposes of an average family. Having this in 
mind, we have found it necessary to eliminate 
some designs which although unusually interest-
ing would not serve this intention. 

"The entries include a variety of pos-
sible solutions to the problem and it 
was only by evaluating the good points 
of each design submitted and criticising 
the bad points that the assessors were 
able to place the designs in order of 
merit. 

"Unfortunately, in many cases the elevations 
are below the standard of the plans, and in others 
poor presentation of perspectives has left the 
assessors in doubt regarding the competitors' in-
tentions. A pleasing variety of finishes and some 
very thoughtful expositions of new and simple 
methods of construction have been suggested, but 
there are also some ingenious and complicated 
methods suggested that would certainly place the 
designs well beyond the limit of cost. 

"Many of the schemes submitted attempt to provide 
more than could be produced for the money available 
and the judges have had to eliminate some possible 
prize winners for this reason. Even some of the twelve 
final designs would need to be governed by the most 
economical form of construction and equipment to come 
within the cost limit " 

THE WINNING DESIGNS 
"In our opinion, the drawings placed first most nearly 

fulfil all the conditions of the Ideal Home, being simple 
and economical in plan, with excellently considered ser-
vice arrangements and entourage The plan, being open 
in form, would give an impression of size, in what is 
really a small house The arrangement of the kitchen, 
dining room and outside dining porch, and the garden 
connection with the living room, show a real appreci-
ation of the possibilities of outdoor living. 

"The design placed second is also excellently planned 
but is disappointing in elevation. The careful planning 
of the rooms in relation to the garden is a charming 
feature. 

"The drawings placed third also include a well con-
sidered plan, and although the elevation is sound and 
is economical in its form of construction, it may not 
generally appeal, there being too many motifs used in 
decorating the wall surfaces. In plan the entrances appear 
a little confusing, the garage door and the door to the 
courtyard being placed too close together but the fact 
that alternative entrances to the house are provided to a 
great extent overrules this objection. The small court-
yard on the south side would be very cool and quiet on 
a summer's day. 

"Much more orthodox in all its characteristics is the 
design placed fourth. The separate dining room may 
appeal to some people more than the arrangements sug-
gested in the other designs, but in this particular scheme 
it has meant a loss of comfort to the plan by not open-
ing into the private garden." 
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ANNUAL REPORT OF 
An abstract of the Annual Report of the Institute Council 
—which was adopted at the Annual General Meeting 
of members held at Kelvin Hall on the 28th March— 
is published hereunder. (As some sections of the Report 
are dealt with in other pages of this issue of the Journal, 
such sections have been abbreviated for the purpose of 

the following abstract) 

HE Council of the Royal Victorian Institute of 
Architects presents herewith its Annual Report 
summarising the activities of the R.V.I,A. dur-
ing the twelve months ended 22nd March, 1939. 

PERSONNEL OF COUNCIL 
The membership of the Council during the session 

was as follows:- 
President—Mr. Alec S. Eggleston. 
Immediate Past President—Mr. F. L. Klingender. 
Vice-President—Mr. Leslie M. Perrott. 
Hon. Secretary—Mr. W. O. McCutcheon. 
Hon. Assistant Secretary—Mr. E. Keith Mackay. 
Hon. Treasurer—Mr. O. A. Yuncken. 
Council—Fellows- 

Mr. A. J. Ainslie. 
Mr. W. A. M. Blackett. 
Mr. P. H. Meldrum. 
Mr. Charles E. Serpell. 
Mr. Roy K. Stevenson. 

Council—Associates- 
Mr. Robert S. Demaine. 
Mr. Stanley T. Parkes. 
Mr. John F. D. Scarborough. 

Because of pressure of other business Mr. Gordon 
Murphy (F.) resigned his appointment as Hon. Treas-
urer early in the year. The Council places on record its 
grateful thanks for the valuable services which Mr. 
Murphy gave as Hon. Treasurer extending over a period 
of seven years. At the invitation of ` the Council, Mr. 
Yuncken accepted appointment to fill the vacant office. 

MEMBERSHIP 
At the close of the year the membership of the 

Institute totalled 267, representing a further increase 
in comparison with previous years, as is shown by the 
following analysis:— 

Honorary Fellows 2 3 3 3 2 
Life Fellows 1 1 1 1 — 
Fellows 	... 68 70 68 69 70 

Associates 	... 196 172 164 154 148 

267 246 236 227 220 

Mr. Cedric H. Ballantyne was admitted to Fellow-
ship during the session. In addition, the following 
named were elected to Associate Membership:— 
Miss Ruth Hamilton 	Miss Cynthea M. Teague 
Miss Edith C. Ingpen 	Miss Pegg Wilks 
Miss Renee J. McCormick Mr. John H. Butler 

THE R.V.I.A.-1938-39 
Mr. Max Collard 
Mr. A. D. Dixon 
Mr. Stanley G. Garrett 
Mr. T. J. Harding 
Mr. F. D. Harris 
Mr. E. W. Howarth 
Mr. Robert F. Howden 
Mr. J. McM. Keane 
Mr. Malcolm M. McColl Mr. Raymond V. Westmore 

The Institute Council deeply regrets the deaths of 
Lieutenant-General Sir Talbot Hobbs (Honorary Fel-
low) and Messrs. J. H. Harvey and Gerald W. Van-
heems (Fellows) during the year. The members named 
had rendered valuable services to the Institute and to 
the profession generally over a long period and their 
passing is deplored by their colleagues. 

During the past year the following members re-
turned to Victoria after having visited countries over-
seas for the purpose of investigating recent develop-
ments in the work of the architectural profession:— 
Messrs. S. C. Brittingham, J. S. Murdoch, P. A. Oakley, 
J. Plottel, F. B. Tompkins, A. H. Walkley (Fellows), 
Miss Mary Turner Shaw, Messrs. John H. Butler, A. C. 
Collins, D. Rodney Gillam, Colin C. McKenzie, Best 
Overend, Alan G. Robertson, Norman E. Schefferle, 
Kingston K. Sedgfield and D. C. Ward (Associates) . 

COMMITTEES 
Independent of Council Meetings, numerous Com-

mittee Meetings were held during the session under 
review. The work which was carried out by the several 
Committees has borne successful results in increasing 
the service of the Institute to the architectural profes-
sion. This opportunity is taken by the Council to record 
its grateful thanks for the wholehearted assistance 
which members have given in this direction; and also 
by the members who represented the Institute at meet-
ings of other organisations during the year. 

GENERAL MEETINGS AND LECTURES 
During the year six General Meetings were held and 

addresses on the following-named subjects were 
delivered:— 
Presidential Address by Mr. Alec S. Eggleston (P.) . 
Address by the Vice-Chancellor of the Melbourne 

University (Mr. J. D. G. Medley) . 
"Modern Airports in the U.S.A." by Mr. Eric Chaseling, 

Technical Adviser on Aviation. 
"Continental Architecture" by Mr. D. C. Ward (A.), 

the winner of the Robert and Ada Haddon Travel-
ling Scholarship of the R.V.I.A., 1934. 

"Recent Developments in Timber Research, with par-
ticular reference to problems' encountered by Archi-
tects" by the Chief of the Division of Forest Pro-
ducts, Council for Scientific and Industrial Research 
(Mr. I. H. Boas, M.Sc.). ' 

"Developments in Lighting Practice Overseas" by the 
Illumination Engineer of the State Electricity Corn- 

1939 1938 1937 1936 1935 
• 

Mr. Clive M. Miller 
Mr. Leslie V. Mitchell 
Mr. lain T. Murray 
Mr. F. S. Neuss 
Mr. J. C. Paul 
Mr. A. J. Perry 
Mr. Raymond Schmerberg 
Mr. Gregory Simpson 
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mission of Victoria (Mr. L. D. Wright, A.S.T.C., 
A.M.I.E.Aust.) . 

"A Problem Night." This formed the subject of a 
general discussion regarding problems with which 
members had been confronted during the course of 
their practices. 

Abstracts of the addresses were published in the 
"Journal of the R.V.I.A." In arranging the General 
Meetings and lectures the House Committee (Chairman, 
Mr. A. J. Ainslie) followed the practice of inviting 
representatives of other organisations and prominent 
citizens to attend and to take part in the discussions 
thereat, the result being that the public status of the 
meetings and the interest therein were considerably 
enhanced. 

STUDENTS' SOCIETY 

The Council congratulates the Students' Society of 
the Institute upon its activities on behalf of the student 
members of the profession and thanks the Society for 
the helpful assistance which it has so readily made 
available in the work of the Institute on several occa-
sions during the past year. 

The membership of the Students' Society now totals 
115 as compared with 102 for the previous year and 
93 in 1937. 

Messrs. Roy Simpson and C. M. Morgan, who held 
office as President and Hon. Secretary, respectively, of 
the Society last year have been re-elected for the 1939 
session. 

FINANCE 

A summary of the income and expenditure statements 
and balance sheets for the twelve months ended the 31st 
December, 1938, in respect of the several accounts of 
the Institute is as follows:-- 

The General Account of the R.V.I.A.—Total income 
from all sources, £1465/5/11. Expenditure, £1458/14/5. 
Excess of income over expenditure, £6/11/6. Surplus 
of assets over liabilities, £2360/9/7, as compared with 
£2353/18/1 for the previous year. 

The "Journal of the R.V.I.A." Account.—Income 
from advertisements, subscriptions and sales, 
£1352/0/10. Expenditure, £1379/9/4. Excess of ex-
penditure over income, £27/8/6. Surplus of assets over 
liabilities, £322/9/11. 

The Robert and Ada Haddon Travelling Scholarship 
Fund of the R.V.I.A.—Income, £307/12/5. Scholarship 
awarded, £300. The Accumulated Fund (amount avail-
able for award) at the close of the year amounted to 
£187/19/3. 

The War Memorial Scholarship Fund of the R.V.I.A. 
—Income, £46/7/8. Scholarships awarded, £66/12/-. 
The amount of £20/14/10 was appropriated from the 
Accumulated Fund (amount available for award) which 
now totals £95/4/11. The principal of the Fund as at 
the 31st December, 1938, was £1215/11/-. 

The Council draws special attention to the fact that 
the amount paid in 1938 to the Australian Institute on 
behalf of the Victorian members in R.A.I.A. levies and 
entrance and diploma fees had increased to £227/9/- as 
compared with £134/12/- in 1937, £89 in 1936 and 
£86 in 1935. As a result of the Council having under- 

taken to pay portion of the increase of 11/- (from 10/-
to" £1/1/-) in the R.A.LA. per capita levy for the 
year 1938, the revenue of the Royal Victorian Institute 
from membership subscriptions was considerably reduced 
last year. 

The Council feels that as far as our own Institute is 
concerned we have now reached the limit of our ability 
to contribute to the R.A.I.A. as we were only just able 
to balance the budget this year. Any further reduction 
of our funds would seriously hamper the organization 
of the profession in this State. It is the intention of the 
Council to take further action regarding this matter 
with a view to safeguarding the interests of Victorian 
members. 

R.A.I.A. COUNCIL 

The President (Mr. Alec S. Eggleston) and Mr. 
Charles E. Serpell, who represent the Victorian mem-
bers on the R.A.I.A. Council, attended the Annual 
Meetings of that body in Hobart in November. Numbers 
of matters of importance to the profession were dealt 
with and reports in respect thereof have been com-
municated to members. 

PUBLICITY 

Successful results were obtained by the Institute dur-
ing the year from the publicity which was given through 
the Press and other channels to the work of the Archi-
tectural profession and its members. 

The activities of the R.V.I.A. in this direction are 
creating greater public interest in Architecture and wider 
appreciation of the value of trained architectural 
services. 

ARCHITECTURAL DISPLAY 

Appointed by the Institute Council, a Committee of 
the R.V.I.A. under the Chairmanship of Mr. Best 
Overend (A.) arranged and conducted an Architectural 
Display in connection with the 1939 Home and Build-
ing Exhibition in the Exhibition Building, Melbourne, 
from the 17th February to the 4th March. 

By presenting photo-murals, models, photographs and 
drawings in a well designed setting, with interesting 
lighting, hangings and lettering, the Committee cap-
tured the spirit of recent Architectural Exhibitions 
overseas. 

The Display, the cost of which was defrayed by con-
tributions obtained from members of the Institute, was 
outstandingly successful and accomplished a particularly 
useful purpose in stimulating public interest in the 
profession. 

STANDARD BUILDING REGULATIONS 

The Institute Council is particularly gratified to report 
that, after several years' investigation of the problem, 
the Building Regulations Committee of the Building 
Industry Congress recently completed and published in 
draft form "The Model Building By-laws (Suburban 
and Rural) " intended for application to cities, towns, 
boroughs and shires .throughout the State of Victoria. 

The Committee—which was established on the pro-
posal of the Municipal Association. of Victoria—is 
highly qualified and thoroughly representative, the or- 
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ganisations and interests which are represented thereon 
being the R.V.I.A., the Master Builders' Association of 
Victoria, the Institution of Engineers, Australia, the 
Standards Association of Australia, the Municipal As-
sociation, the Department of Public Health, the Mel-
bourne City Council and individual Municipal Engineers 
and Building Surveyors. The Committee also obtains 
the benefit from time to time of the co-operation of the 
Melbourne and Metropolitan Board of Works, the Fire 
Underwriters' Association of Victoria and the Metro-
politan Fire Brigades Board. 

Copies of the draft Model By-laws have been for- 
warded by the Municipal Association for critical review, 
to all interested authorities in Victoria, including all 
municipal councils and public utilities as well as pro-
fessional and trading bodies associated with the Building 
Industry. 

The Committee is now engaged in reviewing the 
draft By-laws in the light of comments received, fol-
lowing which the final document will be adopted and, 
in conjunction with the Municipal Association and the 
Standards Association, steps will be taken with a view 
to the standard regulations being given practical effect. 

The Council of the Institute strongly recommends 
that the State Government should embody the By-laws 
as a schedule to the Local Government Act. Thus, any 
Council will be able to adopt the standard regulations 
in whole or in part and have the option of varying 
them in minor details to suit local circumstances, pro-
vided that the general principles and matters which 
should be common to all municipalities are retained. 

The R.V.I.A. Council congratulates the Building 
Industry Congress and the Municipal Association upon 
the fine service which they are giving in this vitally 
important matter and hopes that, in the interests of the 
community in general and of the Building Industry in 
particular, the efforts of the Committee will result in 
the universal adoption of the standard By-laws in place 
of the existing multiplicity of overlapping and conflict-
ing regulations. 

BUILDING REGULATIONS OF 
MELBOURNE CITY COUNCIL 

At the request of the Institute Council, a conference 
was held some months ago between representatives of 
the R.V.I.A. and of the Traffic and Building Regulations 
Committee of the Melbourne City Council for the pur-
pose of discussing the City Building Regulations. 

As agreed, the Institute subsequently submitted to 
the City Council in written form a series of thirty-five 
items as proposed amendments to the Building 
Regulations. 

A reply has now been received from the City Council 
stating that it has agreed to certain of the recommen-
dations but the R.V.I.A. Council is seriously concerned 
and very disappointed that the more important pro-
posals have not been adopted. 

In the opinion of the Institute, several provisions of 
the existing regulations are out-of-date and are not in 
line with modern and recognised building practice in 
Europe and America. In many instances the regulations 
are hampering the development of building sites to the 
best advantage from the points of view of design, plan  

and construction and are imposing upon property owners 
unnecessary expense. 

The Institute Council submitted its proposals in all 
good faith with a view to Melbourne's building develop-
ment proceeding along up-to-date and efficient lines, 
special care being taken to provide ample safeguards 
in the matters of health and safety. 

With due deference, therefore, the Institute has 
lodged with the City Council a strong protest at the 
manner in which the recommendations have been dealt 
with. 

R.A.C.V. COMPETITION 
The R.A.C.V. Competition has occupied the atten-

tion of the Council during recent months. As the Coun-
cil considered that action should be taken against one 
of our members in connection with this matter, a Com-
mittee of Fellows has been appointed to hold an inquiry 
into the circumstances in which drawings were sub-
mitted to the Club after all members had been notified 
that the Institute had not approved of the Competition. 

It is expected that one of the first acts of the new 
Council will be to instruct the Committee to proceed 
with its inquiry. 

Meanwhile, the Australian Institute is considering its 
position in relation to the matter. 

BUILDING INDUSTRY CONGRESS 
The Council has maintained its close association with 

the work of the Building Industry Congress of Victoria; 
the official representatives of the R.V.I.A. on the Con-
gress for the current year being Messrs. K. a'B. Klin-
gender, Leslie M. Perrott, W. O. McCutcheon and O. A. 
Yuncken. 

It is with pleasure that this report records the ap-
pointments of Mr. Klingender and Mr. Perrott to the 
Presidency and Vice-Presidency of the Congress, re-
spectively, for the year 1938-39, the honour thus 
accorded the architectural profession by the building 
industry being greatly appreciated by the Institute 
Council. 

Other representatives of the Institute have been 
appointed to various Committees of the Congress which 
are dealing with important matters affecting the build-
ing industry of Victoria. 

HOUSING COMMISSION 
As a result of conferences between representatives 

of the R.V.I.A. and of the Housing Commission of 
Victoria—which has been established under the pro-
visions of the Slum Reclamation and Housing Act, 
1938—the Commission has promoted an architectural 
competition, the purpose of which is the appointment of 
a Panel of Architects to undertake the architectural 
services in respect of the housing programme of the 
Commission. 

The subject of the competition is the general develop-
ment on modern town planning lines of an area of land 
and the design of three types of houses for erection 
thereon. 

The Institute Council is gratified at the intention of 
the Housing Commission that the architectural services 
in respect of the housing programme will be carried 
out by Architects in private practice. 
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Mr. T. J. Harding 

REGISTRATION OF ARCHITECTS 
During the year the Council made several direct and 

indirect approaches to the State Government for the 
amendment of the Architects Act to provide that only 
those persons who are qualified and who are registered 
may entitle themselves "Architects." 

The Premier (the Hon. A. A. Dunstan, M.L.A.) 
has given an assurance that the question of the intro-
duction of an amending Bill will be dealt with by the 
Cabinet prior to the next session of Parliament. 

STREET ARCHITECTURE MEDAL 

The R.V.I.A. Victorian Street Architecture Medal for 
the year 1938 has been awarded to Messrs. Bates, 
Smart & McCutcheon, Architects, for the building 
erected for the Second Church of Christ, Scientist, 
in Cookson Street, Camberwell. (Details regarding the 
award and presentation of the Medal are published on 
earlier pages of this issue of the Journal.) 

"JOURNAL OF THE R.V.I.A." 

Commencing with the March, 1939, issue the "Jour-
nal of the R.V.I.A." will be published monthly instead 
of bi-monthly as heretofore. 

In arriving at this decision the Institute Council has 
been impressed by the success of the recent improve- 

ments in the Journal and many suggestions which have 
been made by Architects and other readers. 

The Council considers that the bi-monthly issue has 
lacked continuity of contact with readers and con-
sequently has not served its full value to the Architec-
tural profession and to the building industry generally. 
It is felt that the monthly production will result in a 
greatly improved service. 

Constant attention is being given to the improvement 
of the Journal and to the maintenance of its standard 
as a publication of which members of the Institute may 
be proud and in which all Architects, subscribers, adver-
tisers and others may find the widest interest and value. 

The Journal is an important link in keeping Archi-
tects and students informed regarding matters of current 
professional interest and it serves a particularly useful 
purpose in the propagation of an "Architectural 
conscience." 

In recent months the circulation has been extended to 
cover all sections of the building industry throughout 
Victoria. It is also forwarded to a large number of 
representative citizens. Attention is being given to in-
creasing the present circulation among members of the 
public, it being felt that this avenue should materially 
assist the work of the R.V.I.A. in promoting a wider 
interest in Architecture and in the services of the mem-
bers of the profession. 

[The Board of Architectural Education section of the Annual Report 
will appear in the next issue of the Journal 	Editor.] 

NOTES OF GENERAL INTEREST 
Mr. Thomas Jeffrey 
Harding, of the 
staff of Messrs. 
Stephenson & Tur-
ner, Architects, was 
elected to Associ-
ateship of the Insti-
tute at a recent 
General Meeting of 
members. Mr. Har-
ding, who studied 
Architecture at the 
Swinburne and Mel-
bourne Technical 

Colleges, and later obtained the Diploma of Archi-
tectural Design at the University of Melbourne, 
last year completed the examination of the Insti-
tute qualifying him for nomination to Associate 
Membership. 

Mr. Kingsley A. Henderson (F.) has resigned 
from the membership of the committee formed by 
the Commonwealth Government to advise regard-
ing the future development of Canberra. Mr. 
P. H. Meldrum (F.) has been elected to the 
vacancy. 

Messrs. John S. Gawler, Keith a'B. Klingender, 
W. O. McCutcheon and Leslie M. Perrott (Fel-
lows) have been appointed members of the 
Executive Committee of the Building Industry 
Congress of Victoria for the ensuing year. Mr. 
Klingender is the President and Mr. Perrott the 
Vice-President of the Congress. 

After an extensive world tour, Mr. J. Plottel 
(F.) has returned to Melbourne. While in Europe 
and America, Mr. Plottel made a special study of 
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the design and construction of industrial buildings 
and hospitals. 

Mr. Edward F. Billson (A.) announces that he 
has admitted Mr. Geoffrey H. Mewton (A.) to 
partnership. The firm will practise under the title 
of Edward F. Billson & Mewton, Architects and 
Landscape Architects, at Temple Court, 422 Col-
lins Street, Melbourne, C.1. 

At the Annual Commencement Celebrations of 
the Melbourne University this month, the Chan-
cellor (Sir John Latham) conferred upon Mr. 
Grenfell Rudduck (A.) the Degree of Bachelor 
of Architecture. 

Mr. E. Keith Mackay (A.) represented the 
R.V.I.A. at a recent General Meeting of the Illum-
inating Engineering Society when Mr. George 
Mansell delivered an address entitled "Light, 
Shades and Shadows." 

Mr. Frank L. Norris (A.) has been elected to 
represent the R.V.I.A. on a Victorian Sub-Com-
mittee which has been formed by the Standards 
Association of Australia to consider the question 
of the standardisation of fire shutters and doors. 

Mr. H. R. Steams (A.) has been appointed 
Architect to the Melbourne and Metropolitan 
Tramways Board. The Council of the Institute 
has forwarded a letter to Mr. Steams congratulat-
ing him upon his appointment. 

Messrs. Rhys E. Hopkins, Best Overend, and 
Harry S. Winbush (Associates) have been elected 
Associate Members of the Building Industry Con-
gress of Victoria for the purpose of co-operation 
with the B.I.C. Credit Bureau. 

Mr. E. J. Walker (A.), accompanied by his 
wife, is engaged upon a tour overseas for the pur-
pose of studying recent trends in architectural 
practice, particularly in relation to factory and 
warehouse buildings. Mr. Walker, who is a Past 
President of the Students' Society of the R.V.I.A., 
has gained experience in the offices of leading 
practitioners in Melbourne and prior to his de-
parture was engaged in practice as an associate 
of Mr. Roy K. Stevenson (F.) . 

Mr. Alan G. Robertson (A.), who returned 
recently after having spent four years investigat-
ing architectural developments in Great Britain, 
the Continent and America, has commenced prac-
tice at the A.P.A. Building, 379 Collins Street, 
Melbourne, C.1. 

Mr. John H. Harriott (A.) has been appointed 
a member of the teaching staff of the Gordon 
Institute of Technology, Geelong. Previously Mr. 
Harriott was an instructor for several years at the 
Swinburne and Prahran Technical Colleges. 

Mr. Arthur C. Collins (A.), who left Mel-
bourne eight years ago after having won the Tite 
Prize of the R.I.B.A. for the study of Italian 
Architecture, and who returned late last year, has 
been appointed Head of the School of Architec-
ture of the Gordon Institute of Technology, 
Geelong. 

Mr. K. Murray Forster (A.) has been admitted 
to Associateship of the Royal Institute of British 
Architects. Mr. Forster, who studied at the Uni-
versity of Melbourne Architectural Atelier—at 
which institution he was awarded the Diploma of 
Architectural Design—is in private practice at 
Capel Court, 375 Collins Street, Melbourne, C.1. 

Statements contained in correspondence and articles which are published in the Journal should be 
regarded as being the views of their authors and not as representative expressions of the Institute. 
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714-i" ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
OF THE R.V.I.A., HELD AT KELVIN HALL ON TUESDAY, 

28TH MARCH, 1939, AT 8 P.M. 

Present.—Council Members—Messrs. A. J. 
Ainslie, Alec S. Eggleston, Keith a'B. Klingender, 
W. O. McCutcheon, Leslie M. Perrott, Charles E. 
Serpell, Roy K. Stevenson (Fellows), Robert S. 
Demaine, Stanley T. Parkes, John F. D. Scar-
borough and O. A. Yuncken (Associates) . The 
attendance registers recorded the presence of 
twenty-eight other members and twenty visitors. 

In Attendance.—Mr. John B. Islip (Secretary) . 
Chair.—The Chair was occupied by the Pre-

sident (Mr. Alec S. Eggleston) . 
Visitors.—The President extended a welcome 

to the visitors, who included the Rt. Hon. the 
Lord Mayor of Melbourne (Cr. A. W. Coles, 
J.P.), Cr. R. H. Solly (a member of the Mel-
bourne City Council), Messrs. G. W. Martin and 
E. J. Hamilton-Moore, representing the Second 
Church of Christ, Scientist, and the Editor of 
"Building and Construction" (Mr. E. W. 
Norwood) . 

Minutes.—The minutes of the Annual General 
Meeting held on the 31st March, 1938, which had 
been published in the "Journal of the R.V.I.A.," 
were taken as read and were confirmed on the 
motion of Mr. Stevenson, seconded by Mr. 
Demaine. 

Apologies.—Apologies for non-attendance were 
received from Messrs. W. A. M. Blackett, Marcus 
W. Martin (Fellows), W. F. Blandy, Arthur C. 
Collins, Robert Eggleston, John R. Freeman, W. 
Balcombe Griffiths, F. Bruce Kemp and L. Hume 
Sherrard (Associates) . 

Membership—Messrs. Norman H. Seabrook 
and Horace J. Tribe (Associates) were appointed 
scrutineers in respect of a ballot for the elevation 
of Walter Osborn McCutcheon (A.) to Fellow-
ship and for the election of George Hatherley 
Alsop, Harold Griffiths Bloom, Charles Arthur 
Hamilton, Eric Atlee Hunt, Clive Harmsworth 
Lord, David Hugh McLean, Charles Mervyn Mor-
gan and Grenfell Rudduck to Associate Member-
ship of the Institute. The President announced 
later that each of the afore-named candidates had 
been elected. 

Annual Elections.—The following-stated nom-
inations were received in respect of the annual 
election of Office-Bearers, Members of the Coun-
cil and two representatives on the Board of Archi-
tectural Education for the year 1939-40:— 

President 
	

Leslie M. Perrott 
Past-President 
	

Alec S. Eggleston 
Vice-President 
	

W. O. McCutcheon 
Hon. Secretary 
	

P. H. Meldrum 
Hon. Assistant Secretary 

	
E. Keith Mackay 

Hon. Treasurer 
	

O. A. Yuncken 

Council 
Fellows: 
	

Associates: 
(5 to be elected) 
	

(3 to be elected) 
A. J. Ainslie 
	

Harold E. Bartlett 
W. A. M. Blackett 
	

Robert S. Demaine 
Keith a'B. Klingender 
	

Eric Hughes 
Charles E. Serpell 
	

Stanley T. Parkes 
Roy K. Stevenson 
	

John F. D. Scarborough 
Norman H. Seabrook 

Representatives on the Board of Architectural 
Education.—P. H. Meldrum (F.) , John F. D. 
Scarborough (A.) . 

The President stated that as the nominations of 
six Associates for election to membership of the 
Council exceeded the three vacancies, the six 
nominations would be submitted to a ballot, in 
accordance with the Articles of Association. 

It was resolved "that the ballot (which had 
been opened on the 13th March) be now closed 
and that Messrs. Keith a'B. Klingender and Roy 
K. Stevenson (Fellows) be appointed scrutineers 
in respect of the ballot." 

The President announced later that the elected 
candidates were Messrs. Robert S. Demaine, Stan-
ley T. Parkes and John F. D. Scarborough. 

Haddon Travelling Scholarship.—A report was 
received from the Board of Architectural Educa-
tion announcing that the following awards had 
been made in respect of the Robert and Ada Had-
don Architectural Scholarship of the R.V.I.A. for 
the year 1939:— 

(Continued on page 66 
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Cu  R R E N T 

NEW RESIDENCE 
AT NURRABIEL, 
VIA HORSHAM 

FIRE STATION 
IN COURSE OF 
CONSTRUCTION 
AT BRIGHTON 

BUILDING BEING ERECTED AT 
93-95 QUEEN ST., MELBOURNE, 
FOR THE NATIONAL TRUSTEES, 

EXECUTORS & AGENCY CO. 
OF AUSTRALIA LIMITED 

ARCHITECTS: A. & K. HENDERSON & PARTNERS 
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Travelling Scholarship of £300, together with 
the R.V.I.A. Silver Medal and the accompanying 
certificate—Mr. Allan R. Love (A.) . 

The President's Prize (donated by Mr. Eggle-
ston) .—Mr. Raymond Schmerberg (A.) . 

Certificate of Honourable Mention.—Mr. E. A. 
Hunt (A.) . 

The nine sets of drawings which had been sub-
mitted by the finalists in the competition in de-
signing and planning conducted in connection 
with the Scholarship were exhibited at the 
meeting. 

Street Architecture.—The President announced 
that, on the recommendation of the Street Archi-
tecture Jury of the Institute, the Council had 
awarded the R.V.I.A. Victorian Street Architec-
ture Medal for the year 1938 to Messrs. Bates, 
Smart & McCutcheon, Architects, for the building 
erected for the Second Church of Christ, Scientist, 
at Camberwell. 

At the invitation of the President, the Lord 
Mayor presented the Medal and the accompany-
ing diploma to Mr. McCutcheon, representing the 
firm of Messrs. Bates, Smart & McCutcheon. Mr. 
McCutcheon returned thanks to the President and 
to the Lord Mayor for the award and presentation. 

(A report of the award and the presentation of 
the Medal is published on earlier pages of this 
issue of the Journal.—Ed.) 

Annual Report and Financial Statements.—
The President moved "that the Annual Report 
and Financial Statements, copies of which have 
been circulated to all members of the Institute, 
be taken as read and that they be adopted." The 
motion was seconded by Mr. Yuncken and after 
having been supported by Mr. T. J. Buchan (F.) 
was carried unanimously. 

Address of the Retiring President.—An address 

was delivered by the Retiring President (Mr. 
Alec S. Eggleston) dealing with the work of the 
R.V.I.A. during his occupancy of the Chair. Ar-
rangements for the publication of the address in 
the Institute Journal had been made. 

Mr. Perrott moved "that this meeting place on 
record its grateful thanks to the Retiring President 
(Mr. Eggleston) for the successful manner in 
which he has occupied the Presidency during the 
past two years, and that the meeting convey to 
Mr. Eggleston its best wishes for his future hap-
piness and prosperity." The motion was seconded 
by Mr. Serpell and was carried with hearty accla-
mation. Mr. Eggleston returned thanks for the 
passing of the resolution. 

Installation of the President for the Session 

1939-40.—The Retiring President then installed 
the President-Elect (Mr. Leslie M. Perrott) in the 
Chair and in doing so offered congratulations upon 
his elevation to the Presidency and expressed the 
hope that he would enjoy a happy and successful 
term of office. Mr. Perrott in recording thanks for 
his election said that he highly appreciated the 
honour which the members of the Institute had 
bestowed upon him and that he would endeavour 
to uphold the high traditions attaching to the 
Presidency of the R.V.I.A. 

Presentation of Diploma to the Retiring Pre-

sident.—The President presented to Mr. Eggleston 
a diploma placing on record the appreciation of 
his colleague-members of the Institute in respect 
of the valuable services which had been given by 
him during his term of office as President, for 
which Mr. Eggleston returned thanks. 

The meeting closed with the serving of 
light refreshments. 

ADMITTANCE OF NEW MEMBERS 

Acting upon a recommendation made by the 
House Committee, the Institute Council has 
agreed that in future new members admitted to 
the Institute be extended an official welcome at 
the following General Meeting of the R.V.I.A. 
It is proposed that the Chairman of the Board of 
Architectural Education should introduce the new 
members to the President, who will receive and 
formally welcome them to the membership of 
the Institute. 
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