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This new Bristol embodies all the most recent 
developments in Heater design and operation for 
safety first — then efficiency and economy. See 
this handsome Bristol (SH16) high pressure 
storage unit. Adjustable to various water tem-
peratures—warm, hot—to very hot. Remarkably 
quick recovery can be guaranteed after with-
drawal of hot water. Automatic Cut Off —Velocity 

Type Gas Governor—Gas Strainer—Safety Pilot. 
Capacity 16 gals.; Height 6' 3"; Widih 16". 

Distributors 

E. L. YENCKEN & CO. PTY. LTD. 
384 Little Collins Street, Melbourne, C.1. 

xxvi. 

CONDIIT1ION\G 
Illustration of a small refrigerating machine design-
ed for Summer Cooling in buildings and residences 
where there is an existing heating system. 

These plants use a "safe" refrigerant such as 
Methyl Chloride or Freon and are equipped with 
the necessary devices to make them completely 
fool proof and automatic. 

Recent installations of complete Air Conditioning 
Plants and others undergoing manufacture:— 

British & Continental Fabrics Pty. Ltd. 

Hilton Hosiery Co. Pty. Ltd. 

Yoffa Hosiery Mills Ltd. 

National Hosiery Co. Pty. Ltd. (Sydney) 

MacRobertson; 

Commonwealth Government Departments 

GORDON BROS. PTY. LTD. 
Principal Office and Works: UNION STREET, BRUNSWICK, (MELB.) 	Phone FW 2167 (3 Lines) 

Branch Office: 301 CASTLEREAGH STREET, SYDNEY 	Phone M 2907 (2 Lines) 
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THE DEVELOPMENT 
OF INTERIOR DECORATIO\ 

By KATHLEEN GEPP, INSTRUCTOR IN FURNISHINGS, 

INTERIOR DECORATION COURSE, MELBOURNE TECHNICAL COLLEGE 

T the beginning of 1935 the Melbourne 
Technical College inaugurated a course 
in interior decoration, the course being the 

first of its type in Australia. 

The innovation came into being largely as a 
result of requests received from furnishing em- 
poriums  for a series of lectures which would give 
their salesmen a broad knowledge of design and 
decoration in relation to Architecture. During the 
compilation of these lectures, the authorities of 
the College decided to develop a full-time course 
with a view to establishing the place of the in-
terior decorator in the world of Architecture on 
a more authoritative basis than had obtained 
hitherto in Australia. 

The course has been planned to qualify a stud-
ent, after a training period of three years, to enter 
an Architect's office as a draughtsman having a 
special knowledge of interior decoration, or to be 
employed on the staff of a furnishing firm, or to 
act as a consultant in relation to matters affecting 
interior design. 

Guided by several instructors who are expert 
In particular departments of interior decoration, 
the course is under the control of the Art School, 
the Director of which is Mr. H. R. Brown. Four 
of the instructors are members of the R.V.I.A., 
Viz., Messrs. Rhys E. Hopkins (interior design) , 
Allan R. Love (presentation and rendering) , J. 

Kirkland Robertson (history of Architecture) and 
Harry S. Winbush (building construction) . 

THE WORK OF AN INTERIOR 
DECORATOR 

To many people the term "interior decorator" 
conveys the impression of a person having a 
"flair" for atmosphere and for colour and choice 
in furnishings; one who has a smattering of know-
ledge in period styles of furniture and who, by 
experience, knows one wood from another and 
who, by instinct, knows in which colour the walls 
of a particular room should be finished and how 
the furnishings of a room should be arranged so 
as to obtain the best results. 

There is an impression in the minds of many 
people that to undertake the practice of interior 
decoration, it is not necessary to undergo a course 
of training and that the main attribute to success 
is a natural aptitude. Such a misconception gen-
erally arises from a lack of appreciation of the 
wide field which is covered by interior decoration 
and of the fact that such work is an important 
branch of the Architectural profession. 

The "flair", the ability to create an atmosphere, 
a knowledge of art, furniture, and of colour—all 
these are essentials to success, but nevertheless 
they have their limitations. To do really fine in-
terior decoration, one should possess a sound basic 
knowledge of the principles of Architecture. 
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THE SYLLABUS 

Realising this, the Melbourne Technical College 
has embodied in its interior decoration syllabus a 
considerable amount of the training which is 
given students who undertake the course for the 
Diploma of Architecture. 

The first year's subjects comprise modelling, 
drawing, sketching, rendering, perspective, build-
ing construction, history of ornament, history of 
architecture and practical decorating. The syllabus 
for the second and third years includes interior 
and furniture design, furnishings, history and con-
struction of furniture, interior lighting and prac-
tical decorating. 

Particular attention is given to the study of col-
our, both in theory and in practice. Effects of light 
and shade upon colour and materials are carefully 
considered and experiments with the mixing of 
colours and with colour combinations are con-
ducted. 

Students are trained in economics and are taught 
to design and furnish according to the limitations 
of a budget, stress being laid upon the fact that 
good taste is not an expensive luxury. They are 
trained to visualise the complete furnishing of a 
room and to record their intentions by the pre-
paration of floor plans and elevations. 

Twice weekly students engage in painting and 
decorating, calsomining, papering, texturing, 
scumbling and polishing. In addition they are 
given instruction in the making of paint and in 
the theory of wall treatment. 

On the recommendation of the President of the 
R.V.I.A. (Mr. Alec S. Eggleston) and the Chair-
man of the Board of Architectural Education (Mr. 
John S. Gawler) who, on behalf of the Institute,  

inspected the recent "Pent House" exhibition ar-
ranged by the interior decoration students, the 
College has decided to extend the instruction 
which is given in draughtsmanship and in addi-
tion more time will be allotted to the study of 
building construction. [The exhibition is de-
scribed in later pages of this issue of the Journal. 
—Ed.] 

THE FUTURE OF INTERIOR DECORATION 

The interior decorators of Victoria realise that 
there is not a ready-made demand for their ser-
vices but that in a sense they are pioneering in 
this country the development of a branch of Archi-
tectural practice and that they must cut for them-
selves a niche in the building industry. To be suc-
cessful they, as a body, must win the respect and 
confidence of practising Architects and of the 
public, and to do that they must undergo a thor-
ough course of training and acquire specialised 
skill. 

They must convince the Architect that the ser-
vices of interior decorators can be of real value 
to him, either retained permanently in his office 
or engaged in a consultative capacity in manner 
similar to the way in which the services of experts 
in other branches are secured. 

This is an age of co-operative specialization: 
there is so much accumulated knowledge at the 
disposal of the Architectural profession and so 
many new developments and discoveries are now 
available. Now that educational opportunities 
have been provided for the interior decorator, it 
seems probable that ere long this important branch 
of the Architectural profession will receive due 
recognition in our community. 

WIRING REGULATIONS - 

At the request of the Chief Electrical Inspector 
of the State Electricity Commission of Victoria 
(Mr. D. Dunham) , the attention of Architects 
and draughtsmen is invited to the following rul-
ing which has been made by the Commission 
affecting mountings for earth leakage switches:— 

'Baseboards for earth leakage switches need 
not necessarily consist of panels of switchboard 
material complying with the requirements of Reg-
ulation 251 (a) . The alternative mountings de- 

EARTH LEAKAGE SWITCHES 

scribed hereunder will be accepted as satisfying 
the requirements of Regulation 101:- 

"1. A neat wooden baseboard, where the switch 
is to be outside the premises immediately adjacent 
to the meter and the supply authority does not 
provide space for the switch on the meter board. 

"2. A neat wooden baseboard, finished by paint-
ing, staining and/or varnishing to conform to the 
finish of its surroundings, where the switch is to 
be inside the house or building and/or away from 
the meter position." 
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COMMENCING with this issue, the "Journal of the R.V.I.A." will 
be published monthly instead of bi-monthly as heretofore. In arriv-
ing at this decision, the Institute Council has been impressed by the 
success of the recent improvements in the Journal and the many 

suggestions which have been made by Architects and other readere 

The Council feels that the bi-monthly issue has lacked continuity of con-
tact with readers and consequently has not served its full value to the Archi-
tectural Profession and to the Building Industry generally. It is felt that the 
monthly production will result in a greatly improved service. 

Constant attention is being given to the improvement of the Journal with 
a view to making it a publication of which members of the Institute may be 
proud and in which all Architects, subscribers, advertisers and others may find 
the widest interest and value. 

The Journal is an important link in keeping Architects and students 
informed regarding matters of current professional interest and it serves a 
particularly useful purpose in the propagation of an "Architectural conscience." 

In recent months the circulation has been extended to cover all sections 
of the Building Industry throughout Victoria. Each issue is now being sent to 
all members of the Institute, Registered Architects, Architectural students, 
Engineers, Surveyors, Builders, Sub-contractors, Manufacturers and Merchants 
as well as to a large number of representative citizens. Subscribers range far 
beyond the confines of this State. It is gratifying to receive from inter-State 
and overseas readers—as also from kindred Institutes world-wide—expres- 
sions of appreciation of the official medium of The Royal Victorian Institute 
of Architects. 

Attention is also being given to increasing the present circulation among 
members of the public, it being felt that this avenue should materially assist 
the work of the R.V.I.A. in promoting a wider interest in Architecture and in 
the services of members of the profession. 

The Journal Committee would be glad to receive any additional sugges- 
tions or criticism which members or other readers may have in mind, or which 
may occur to them from time to time, for the further improvement of the 
Journal. 
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MEMORIAL r, 

THE   LATE SIDNEY MYER 
IN THE BOX HILL CEMETERY 

A GENERAL VIEW OF THE MEMORIAL FROM THE STEPS 
AT THE EASTERN END SHOWING THE CENTRAL LAWN, 
FLANKING FLOWER BEDS, AND THE ALTAR STONE, WITH 
A SCREEN OF COLUMNS BACKED BY A STONE SEAT AND 
WALL. THE MEMORIAL IS EXECUTED IN STAWELL STONE. 



A DETAIL VIEW OF THE MEMORIAL SHOWING THE PERGOLA COMPLETED 
WITH SLATS OF BLEACHED TWEAK TO CARRY MAUVE AND WHITE 

WISTARIA VINES WHICH WILL BE ENTWINED AROUND THE 
MONOLITHIC COLUMNS. 

eiignec 4: SIR EDWIN L U T Y E N S, R.A. 

~docicctec _Efrchitectb:. YUNCKEN, FREEMAN, FREEMAN & GRIFFITHS 
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NOTES OF GENERAL INTEREST 
Mr. Robert Fred-

erick Howden, who 
has been successful 
in passing the ex-
amination qualify-
ing him for Associ-
ateship, was elected 
to membership at a 
recent general meet-
ing of members. 
After having ob-
tained the School 
Leaving Certificate 
of the Melbourne 

University, he studied Architecture at th° Mel-
bourne Technical School and served as an Archi-
tectural pupil in the office of the late Mr. Walter 
Burley Griffin. Mr. Howden, who in recent weeks 
has been admitted to Registration as an Architect 
under the provisions of the Architects' Act, is a 
member of the staff of Mr. Philip B. Hudson, 
Architect, of Melbourne, to which position he was 
appointed several years ago. 

Cr. G. D. Garvin (F.) has been re-elected 
Mayor of the City of Bendigo. He has rendered 
much civic service to this northern provincial city. 

In recognition of the services which were given 
by Mr. Leighton Irwin during the formation of 
the Building Industry Congress of Victoria, and 
as first Chairman of that body, Mr. Irwin has been 
elected to Life Membership of the Congress, such 
office embracing honorary membership of the 
Council and Executive Committee. 

Mr. A. R. La Gerche (F.) has retired from his 
appointment as Chief Architect of the State Elec-
tricity Commission of Victoria after 17 years' ser-
vice. During his association with the Commission, 
Mr. La Gerche was responsible for the design of 
a large number and wide range of buildings and 
for the planning of the township of Yallourn. 

Mr. Geo. R. King (Hon. F.) has been elected 
Chairman of the recently formed Historical Society 
of Geelong. 

Mr. A. H. Walkley (F.) accompanied by his 
wife and daughter, recently returned to Mel-
bourne following an extended tour overseas. 
Whilst abroad Mr. Walkley, who is Architect for 
the Caulfield and Williamstown Racing Clubs, 
made a special study of racecourse Architecture in 
Europe and America. 

Mr. J. Douglas Overend (A.) has been ap-
pointed Assistant Chief Architect to the State 
Savings Bank of Victoria. 

On the nomination of the R.V.I.A., Mr. H. 
Vivian Taylor (A.) has been appointed a mem-
ber of a Committee which has been established by 
the Standards Association of Australia to consider 
the question of drafting a standard specification 
for the interior illumination of buildings. 

The Architects Registration Board of Victoria 
has admitted Messrs. C. K. Mann and Clive McD. 
Miller (Associates) to Registration as Architects 
under the provisions of the Architects' Act. 
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UNION BANK 
COLLINS  STREET, EAST 

Y HE new seven storey building recently 
erected for the Union Bank of Australia 
Limited at the corner of George Parade and 

Collins Street East forms an interesting addi-
tion to the Architecture of Melbourne's leading 
thoroughfare. 

Designed by the Architects (Messrs. W. R. But-
ler and Pettitt) primarily for the purposes of a 
bank, the building comprises also six floors of 
professional chambers, shops in Collins Street and 
George Parade, basement and sub-basement, and 
a caretaker's dwelling on the flat roof. 

In character and style, the building is neither 
classic, Gothic, ancient, nor ultra-modern. Nor 
can it be said to be what John Ruskin designated 
as "hole-in-the-wall Architecture." It discloses an 
evidence of design to serve its specific purpose, 
and while not conforming to the characteristics 
of any style or date has an attraction that is 
unique. 

ELEVATIONS 

The elevations are intended to present a plain 
and substantial structure suitable to its dual pur-
pose of bank and professional chambers, and at 
the same time not to be out of harmony with its 
surroundings in such a thoroughfare as Collins 
Street East. 

Mass and simplicity, with uniform disposi-
tion of solid piers and wide openings carried 
high in continuity, have been relied upon for effect. 
The colour of the two lower stories is darker than 
that of the higher floors, Dromana granite having 
been used at the base and dark bricks to the top 
of the mezzanine floor, giving an emphasis of 
stability to the building. The dark base also serves 
as a foil to mask the use on the pavement line of 
smaller piers than those of the upper stories. 
These smaller piers allow spacious entrances to 
the bank and to the professional chambers—a 
notable accomplishment upon so limited a front-
age—without sacrificing the appearance of struc-
tural solidity. 

Above the granite base the brickwork of the 
elevations is set back one inch. There are no 
cornices, projections, set-offs, balustrades, bal-
conies, or bay windows, simplicity being the key-
note of the design. Salmon pink bricks are used 
above the first storey, and the high and wide piers 
are enriched by vertical lines obtained by setting 
plain bricks angle-wise. The elevation is sur-
mounted by a plain parapet which is ten feet in 
height, giving an unbroken skyline devoid of 
ornament. 

A bronze flagpole for ceremonial purposes let 
into the face of the wall and secured by heavy 
copper bands, and two large verdigreen bronze 
lanterns above the windows of the mezzanine 
floor for use on occasions of public festival, are 
the only incidental decorative features of the 
otherwise plain motif of the facade. 

The facing materials of the elevations were 
chosen for their colour, utility, durability, and 
economy, both in construction and maintenance. 

Double windows are provided on the front ele-
vation and on the return in George Parade and 
are so arranged as to assist ventilation and to 
eliminate street noises when the casements are 
open. The window frames throughout are of steel. 

CONSTRUCTION 

The building is constructed of reinforced con-
crete. The beams carry hollow block floors, which 
consist of ribs 6 in. wide at 2 ft. centres, with a 
22 in. slab joining the ribs. The spaces between 
the ribs, below the slab, are filled with cellular 
blocks composed of brick aggregate and cement. 
The purpose of this is twofold, viz., to provide 
flat ceilings and to lessen sound transmission. 

The flat roof is of similar construction, and is 
covered with cork insulation under a floor of 
bitumen finished in gravel. 

BANKING CHAMBER 

The portico forming the bank entrance is faced 
with polished granite, the upper walls being in 
pink brick lining. The floor is of terrazzo which 
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The walls are finished in a primrose colour and 
have a paint-textured dado 4 ft. 6 in. high in a 
darker shade. 

The suites for members of the medical pro-
fession have spacious rooms, and all are well 
lighted, warmed with panel heating, fitted with 
hot and cold water, compressed air and gas, and 
finished in wall colouring to suit the wishes of 
individual tenants. 

is formed into panels by the use of brass strips. 
The main floor of the portico is centred with an 
octagonal monogram from which panels radiate 
to the walls, representing the expansion of the 
banking institution for which the building has 
been erected. 

The steps to the banking chamber, nine in num-
ber, are of Malmsbury stone and are unobtrusive 
in character. Their treads are 13 in. in width with 
risers of 51- in. They are in two flights, one con-
taining four steps and the other five, the land-
ings being broad and having a slight outward 
fall. The treads have a slight backward fall, the 
effect of this being that, as Andrea Palladio wrote 
some four centuries ago, "The labour in mounting 
is lessened by so laying them." 

The banking chamber is entered through heavy 
bronze doors of plain harmonious design. Feat-
ures of the public space—which is of generous 
size—are the dado and counter front of light-
coloured Caleula marble and the Queensland 
maple counter, the fittings of which include satin-
silver and plate-glass screens. Behind the counter 
is accommodation for a staff of 20. 

The whole chamber is excellently lighted by 
high and wide windows, the glazing being of 
modern design. The vaulted ceiling which is 18 
ft. high is of fibrous plaster treated in simple 
fashion with 4 in. vertical lines of enrichment 
between sloping surfaces that run the full length 
of the chamber and in which are set unobtrusively 
the panels of the heating system. The adoption of 
ling panels in the ceiling design adds greatly to 
the chamber's appearance of length. The floors 
are covered with a decorative linoleum. 

The three tellers' boxes are provided with steel 
drawers and adequate shelving. The counter-front 
to each box has a grille with a central pivoted 
panel, so designed to facilitate ingress or egress 
of specie in bulk. The ledgers are placed in a 
position which is convenient to the public as well 
as to the tellers, natural light being provided 
from glass bricks above. An electric book-lift 
transports cash and books to ample strong room 
and voucher accommodation. 

A staff luncheon room and all necessary equip-
ment is provided on the mezzanine floor. 

PROFESSIONAL CHAMBERS 

The stairs, landings and corridors leading to 
the professional chambers are wide and well 
lighted and the corridors are carpeted throughout. PLAN OF GROUND FLOOR 
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UNION BANK OF AUSTRALIA LIMITED 

SEPARATED ENTRANCES UTILISE THE SMALL 
FRONTAGE ADVANTAGEOUSLY 

Architects: 
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UNION BANK 

OF AUSTRALIA 

LIMITED 

BANKING CHAMBER 

Large windows form a 

functional part of the 

design. 

Architects: W. R. BUTLER & PETTITT 

APPROACH TO 

PROFESSIONAL CHAMBERS, 

combining enquiry desk and side 

entry to bank. 

Illustration by courtesy of 

De MARCO BROTHERS 
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UNION BANK OF AUSTRALIA LIMITED 

BANKING CHAMBER 

Large public space 

avoids congestion. 

Illustration by courtesy of 

KORKOID FLOORS LTD. 

( Burns Philp & Co. Ltd.) 

Architects 

W. R. BUTLER & PETTITT 

1, 

Quietness prevails 

in carpeted 

Corridors 

Illustration by courtesy of 

AUSTRALIAN METAL PRODUCTS PTY. LTD. 
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The main staircase is of concrete, finished in 
marble terrazzo to which carborundum has been 
applied to avoid slippery surfaces. The rear stair-
case is constructed of steel. 

The lift is of the two-way automatic control 
type, with a self-operating floor levelling device. 
The equipment includes geared motor generative 
control, which eliminates the need for alternating 
current on the main lifting motor and ensures 
quiet and smooth acceleration and retardation at 
all times. The cage is of pleasing design, and of 
sufficient size to convey a stretcher. It is finished 
inside with Queensland maple, and is adequately 
ventilated. The doors are of hollow metal and 
close automatically, ensuring easy and fast 
operation. 

been devised, which provide for calls being auto-
matically switched to an attendant at the enquiry 
desk in the hall. When a tenant returns, the nor-
mal private service is reverted to. The equipment 
required to furnish this convenience was manufac-
tured by the Victorian Branch of the Telephone 
Department and is known as a non-switching unit. 
The equipment is the most comprehensive of its 
type yet installed in Melbourne. 

The electrical installation—to which special 
attention has been given—provides ample power 
to energise X-ray equipment and the numerous 
other electrical devices which now are utilized by 
medical and dental practitioners. 

A notable feature is the design of the wiring to 
the letting space on each floor. This is divided 
into a number of separate unit installations each 
having its own switchboard, thus enabling new or 
altered sub-divisions of letting space to be served 
electrically by joining up through a common meter 
the units which feed the space to be let. This 
system avoids the expensive and unsightly method 
of running back new surface conduits to the main 
switchboard upon occasions when a new sub-
division is required. 

The general lighting of the banking chamber is 
provided by sixteen flush-glass ceiling panels, 
through which a flood of light is directed by mir-
rored glass reflectors which are concealed in the 
ceiling. Localised light is projected upon the desks 
and tellers' counters by bracket reflectors and strip 
lighting, designed to harmonise with the general 
architectural features. 

The tenants' suites are illuminated by white 
opal enclosed fittings of modern design fitted 
closely to the ceiling by satin-silver flanges. 

SERVICES 

The mechanical equipment required for the 
various services of the building, is installed in a 
machinery room in the sub-basement, which also 
accommodates an incinerating plant. The boilers 
are of the automatic type. 

Modern heating is provided throughout the 
building by medium of invisible ceiling panels. 

Ducts, in which the flues and pipes serving the 
building are accommodated, are built into the 
walls. The whole of the hot and cold water pip-
ing, the tanks and other metal work throughout 
the building is of copper. Stop taps are provided 
to every group of fittings or single fitting to pre-
vent damage from overflow and to afford easy 
access for tap re-washering, etc. 

To enable tenants during their absence to have 
telephone calls attended to, special facilities have 

FENCE BOUNDARIES 
The R.V.I.A. Council has received from the 

Victorian Institute of Surveyors a copy of an in-
teresting ruling which has been made by the Com-
missioner of Titles with regard to the definition 
of boundary lines. 

The ruling, as follows, is published for the 
information of members:— 

"If a wall or fence between two properties is 
c
onstructed with buttresses or posts on one side 

so as to show an inner and an outer face it is 
Presumptively the property of the owner of the 

land on the inner side. In the case, therefore, of 
picket, paling or galvanised iron fences the boun-
dary line to be adopted is the outer face. 

"If the wall or fence be uniform on both sides 
it is presumptively a party wall or fence and built 
half on the land of each of the adjacent owners. 
The boundary line to be adopted in these cases is, 
therefore, the centre line. This applies to `post 
and wire' and `post and rail' fences, assuming 
that by `post and wire fences' is meant fences in 
which the wires are drawn through holes in the 
centres of the posts." 
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"THE PENT HOUSE 
EXHIBITION" 

,4ran,ed 4  d e 

INTERIOR DECORATION STUDENTS OF THE MELBOURNE TECHNICAL COLLEGE 

N 1937 the authorities of the Melbourne Tech-
nical College erected accommodation on the 
roof of the Arts building for the use of the 

interior decoration students in conducting experi- 
ments and exhibitions. 

Recently the students presented their first public 
display under the title "The Pent House Exhibi-
tion." The presentation was arranged under the 
supervision of the instructors of the interior de-
coration class. 

All students prepared individual designs and 
colour schemes for the furnishing of the rooms. 
Their work included perspective sketches, floor 
plans, wall elevations, furniture designs and de-
tails of costs, as well as the submission of samples 
of fabrics and carpets. The various schemes were 
criticised by the interior decoration class and one 
design was chosen as a basis from which to work. 
The ultimate design was the result of a pooling 
of ideas and of adaptations and alterations as ne-
cessity and collective thought demanded. 

For the purpose of the exhibition, the accom-
modation of the interior decoration class was 
transformed to represent an entrance hall, living 
room, a dining alcove and a studio for the display 
of students' work. The first view of the Pent 
House from the approach on the roof of the Arts 
building was unusually striking. Modern in de- 
sign, the Pent House had a large expanse of win-
dows and was made especially gay and attractive 
by the colourful massing of flowers and shrubs 
close against the walls. The exterior was painted 
off-white, with the exception of the section be-
neath the verandah roof which was finished in a 
light shade of blue. 

INTERIOR 

From the entrance hall looking through to the 
alcove, the first impression of the exhibition was 
one of restrained modern design and lightness of  

tone and colour. With the exception of the en-
trance hall—which was finished in a patterned 
wallpaper of subdued green and beige tones—
the warm off-white treatment of the exterior was 
repeated on the walls and woodwork of the in-
terior, with the same occasional accent of blue as 
a relief. 

The key of the colour scheme was the full-
length curtains which separated the dining alcove 
from the main living room. The bold design and 
the vivid colour note of these drapings—which 
were of a dark ruby red and perriwinkle blue pat-
tern on a natural ground—were sufficient to in-
trigue the severest critic of modern fabric design 
and colour combination. Other hangings were in 
the prevailing off-white shade. 

The carpeting throughout was in copper beech, 
its dark reddish-brown hue being in complete ac-
cord with the red in the curtain fabric and form-
ing a deep and satisfying background for the off-
white damask of the upholstery and the bleached 
oak of the wooden furniture. A settee which was 
of curved design and which was placed directly 
between the french doors of the living room and 
the fireplace was perhaps the most original fea-
ture of the exhibition. The seat cushions and the 
piping of the arms and back were dyed to match 
the blue in the curtain fabric. The two easy chairs 
were treated in the same manner. 

The fireplace and bookshelves occupied the en-
tire length of one wall and featured on the chim-
ney breast was a mural by one of the instructors 
of the interior decoration class. This was the only 
wall decoration in the exhibition. 

Bleached oak was used throughout for the 
wooden furniture. A well-designed desk, a small 
table and lamp at either end of the settee, a cock-
tail cabinet and a standard lamp completed the 
furniture of the lounge. 
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THE PENT HOUSE EXHIBITION 

A CORNER OF THE ENTRANCE HALL 

The draperies are in off-white in contrast to the plain blue-green of one wall and 

the patterned paper of the other three. The wall mask also serves the purpose of 

a light fitting. 
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VIEW FROM 

THE ENTRANCE HALL looking through 

the Lounge to the Dining Recess. 

THE PENT HOUSE EXHIBITION 
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DINING TABLE 

AND CHAIRS 

THE PENT HOUSE EXHIBITION 

LOUNGE from the Dining Recess, showing the curtained 

windows behind 

the curved settee 

and writing desk. 
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tween the two rooms and served also as a side-
board for the dining alcove, with doors opening 
from both sides. 

The fireplace mural was indirectly lighted from 
a trough. Indirect lighting was also placed above 
the windows and over the front door and the book-
shelves. A louvred light over the dining table, the 
lamps in the lounge and a wall mask light in the 
hall completed the lighting installation. 

Ivory coloured venetian blinds on the glass front 
door and on the windows gave an interesting effect 
from the exterior as well as from within. 

DINING ALCOVE 

The red, blue and off-white colours in the din-
ing alcove combined happily to make what was 
generally considered to be the most successful 
part of the exhibition. Blue glass tiles were used 
on the table, the glass-ware and candles were ruby 
red, the cream china was patterned in ruby and 
the white leathercloth of the chairs was buttoned 
in blue. 

The cocktail cabinet, which was placed at right 
angles to the wall, formed a small partition be- 

LIBRARY NOTES 
The R.V.I.A. section of the Allied Societies' 

Library at Kelvin Hall has been added to exten-
sively in recent months and now comprises an 
up-to-date and valuable collection of books and 
periodicals dealing with a wide range of subjects 
relating to Architectural practice. 

Other departments of the Library include cur-
rent publications regarding structural and mech-
anical engineering, chemistry, refrigeration and 
surveying. 

The Library is open from 9 a.m. to 5.15 p.m. 
daily. Members and students who are residing 
outside the metropolis of Melbourne may obtain 
the use of the Library upon written application to 
the Secretary. 

REVIEW 

By Horace J. Tribe (A.) 

A diversity of useful information ranging from 
bicycle racks to air raid precautions and unit air 
conditioners is contained in the latest volume of 

he Architect's Journal Library of Planned In-
f ornlation." Volume 4 of this popular series, 
edited by Sir John Burnet, Tait and Lorne, has 
just been added to the Institute Library. It con-
tains 135 sheets presented in the loose leaf form 
now familiar to all Architects and Architectural 
assistants. 

Forthe specialist there is much in this book 
which will impel frequent use of the Library if 
he does not already count this volume amongst 
Ills private collection. 

It is recommended to the student as a neces-
sary supplement to the standard text book and a 
valuable field for research. He will find six dif- 

ferent methods of constructing an ellipse, and 
many illustrations which will brighten up the text 
book outlook. The draughtsman should find many 
useful hints in draughtsmanship and he would be 
well repaid by making a study of the complete, 
clear and business-like method of presentation. 

A number of the more complex subjects have 
photographic supplements showing the actual 
application of the catalogued materials. This is a 
most useful innovation and will help the draughts-
man to visualize the third dimension. Plumbing is 
treated very fully in this manner. 

It is not possible to gain the full value of a 
reference work of this description because of the 
limitations imposed bÿ local materials. Our mer-
chants would do well to study many of the new 
products represented. To what fine use we could 
apply asbestos cement, roofing tiles, ventilation 
ducts and reinforced rubber in their new over-
seas forms! Lead is well represented, also ex-
truded aluminium and a much needed structural 
firebrick. 

A feature exclusive to volume 4 and probably 
the most useful of all the data presented consists 
of fourteen sheets devoted to estimating. Each sub-
ject is treated in a simple and concise form with 
tabulated materials and costs, and a summary of a 
typical problem is given on the reverse side of 
each sheet. These sheets cover most phases of 
ordinary construction and although the costing 
rates may not be applicable in Australia, local 
rates may easily be substituted. As a check in 
detailed estimating the sheets are invaluable. 

Volume 4 contains a complete index to all in-
formation sheets published since the inception of 
the series. 
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M\UTES OF GENERAL MEETI\G 
OF THE R.V.I.A. HELD IN THE BASEMENT DEMONSTRATION THEATRE 

OF THE STATE ELECTRICITY COMMISSION OF VICTORIA, 

238 FLINDERS STREET, MELBOURNE 

Present: Council Members.—Messrs. Leslie M. 
Perrott (F.), Robert S. Demaine, E. Keith 
Mackay, Stanley T. Parkes, John F. D. Scar-
borough and O. A. Yuncken (Associates) . Also 
present were forty-three other members and thirty-
eight visitors. 

In Attendance.—Mr. John B. Islip (Secretary) . 
Chair.—In the absence from Melbourne of the 

President (Mr. Alec S. Eggleston) , the Chair was 
occupied by the Vice-President (Mr. Perrott). 

Visitors. The Chairman extended a velcome 
to the visitors, who included the Chairman of the 
State Electricity Commission (Mr. G. G. Jobbins) , 
Messrs. Andrew W. Fairley and D. J. McClelland 
(members of the Commission), the Illumination 
Engineer of the Commission and the President of 
the Illuminating Engineering Society of Aus-
tralia (Victoria) (Mr. L. D. Wright), the Chair- 
man of the Traffic and Building Regulations Com- 
mittee of the Melbourne City Council (Cr. Thos. 
Kerr), Cr. O. J. Nilsen (a member of the Com- 
mittee) , the Engineer of the Public Health De-
partment (Mr. E. A. Hepburn) and several other 
representatives of the Illuminating Engineering 
Society. 

State Electricity Commission.—The Chairman 
conveyed to Mr. Wright the thanks of the R.V.I.A. 
for the courtesy of the Commission in having 
made it possible for the meeting to be held in the 
Demonstration Theatre of the Electricity Supply 
Department. On behalf of the Commission, Mr. 
Wright expressed pleasure at having been able to 
assist in this regard. 

Minutes.—The minutes of the General Meet-
ings which had been held on the 10th August and 
the 11th October and which had been published 
in the "Journal of the R.V.I.A.," were taken as 
read and were confirmed on the motion of Mr. 
Yuncken, seconded by Mr. Horace J. Tribe (A.) . 

Apologies. Apologies for non-attendance were 
received from the President and Mr. Charles E. 
Serpell (F.)—who were attending the annual 
meetings of the R.A.I.A. in Hobart—and from 
Messrs. A. J. Ainslie, T. J. Buchan, K. a'B. Klin- 

gender, P. H. Meldrum (Fellows), D. Rodney 
Gillam, Eric Hughes (Associates) and the Chair-
man of the Public Health Commission (Dr. H. N. 
Featonby) . 

Membership.—The Chairman extended a wel-
come home to Mr. P. A. Oakley (F.) and Mr. 
Colin C. McKenzie (A.) who had returned to 
Melbourne recently after tours abroad. Mr. Oakley 
and Mr. McKenzie returned thanks for the greet-
ings of the meeting. 

Haddon Architectural Scholarship. —A com-
munication was received from the Board of Archi- 
tectural Education of the Institute inviting mem-
bers and students of not more than 30 years of age 
to apply for the award of the Robert and Ada 
Haddon Travelling Scholarship of the R.V.I.A. 
for the year 1939. 

The announcement stated that the award would 
carry a travelling scholarship to the approximate 
value of £300 and would be assessed on the fol-
lowing basis:— 
(a) A competition in designing and planning-

55 marks. 
The competition, the subject of which was 
'A Rural Educational Centre,' would be com- 
menced with an "en loge" session at Kelvin 
Hall, following which competitors would be 
given thirteen weeks within which to com-
plete their drawings. 

(b) General excellence of architectural studies in 
the R.V.I.A. examinations, the University or 
Technical Schools' courses in Architecture, 
and in R.V.I.A. Students' competitions-25 
marks. 

(c) Excellence of practical office work and per-
sonal character-20 marks. 

The Chairman stated that full particulars re-
garding the scholarship were available upon ap-
plication to the Secretary of the Institute. 

"Ideal Homes" Competition.—The attention of 
the meeting was drawn to the "Ideal Homes" 
Architectural Competition which had been pro-
moted by "The Herald" newspaper and which 
was to be held in conjunction with the 1939 Home 
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and Building Exhibition in the Exhibition 
Building. 

The competition was open to members and 
students of the Institute and to registered archi- 
tects, competitors being required to submit designs 
for a house to cost not more than £1250. 

Prizes of £150, £50, £20 and £10 were offered 
for award for the designs placed first, second, 
third and fourth in order of merit, respectively, 
and in addition, eight consolation prizes of £5 
each would be awarded at the discretion of the 
Assessors. 

Drawings were to be submitted to the Secretary 
of the Institute from whom full particulars regard-
ing the competition were available. 

Lighting Practice Overseas.—Mr. L. D. Wright, 
A.S.T.C., A.M.I.E. (Aust.) , the Illumination En-
gineer of the State Electricity Commission and the 
President of the Illuminating Engineering Society 
of Australia (Victoria) then delivered an address 
entitled "A Survey of Developments in Lighting 
Practice Overseas." 

During a recent tour abroad, Mr. Wright had 
made an extensive investigation into lighting 
developments in Europe and America and in his 
address contended that Australian lighting prac-
tice was considerably out-of-date. 

Following the lecture—which was illustrated 
by lantern slides, specimens and demonstrations 
of particular interest to Architects—questions 
were invited from those present at the meeting. 

A vote of thanks to Mr. Wright for the giving 
of his address was moved by Mr. W. Balcombe 
Griffiths (A.) and seconded by Mr. C. L. Barnes, 
representing the Illuminating Engineering Society, 
and after having been supported by the Chairman 
and Mr. Mackay was carried with acclamation. 

Building Regulations.—During the discussion 
following Mr. Wright's address, the Chairman 
said that he was extremely interested to hear the 
lecturer condemn the obsolete practice of local 
municipal authorities with regard to the provision 
of natural light in the lower floors of city 
buildings. 

The existing Building By-laws of the Mel-
bourne City Council, the Chairman stated, re- 
quired that each room in the lower floors of city 
buildings be provided with a window area meas-
uring  10% of the floor space. Apparently the 
intention of this was to provide daylight to all 
sections of each room to serve usual conditions. 

In most cases, however, this provision was not 
serving its purpose, the amount of daylight which 
was provided to the lower floors under the present 
regulation being, to all practical purposes, nil. 
Further, it was not practicable to introduce suf-
ficient daylight into such buildings to cope with 
the illumination requirements. 

The present regulation was actually having the 
reverse effect to that intended by the civic authori-
ties, inasmuch as the occupants of the lower 
floors of city buildings were permitted to engage 
in their various occupations—numerous of which 
required intense eyesight concentration—under 
conditions of illumination and ventilation which 
were most unsatisfactory from the viewpoints of 
health and efficiency. 

In addition, the present out-of-date regulation 
was imposing unnecessary expense upon property 
owners involving the waste of large sums of 
money and was hampering the development of 
numbers of sites in Melbourne. 

The Institute recently had made strong repre-
sentation to the City Council with a view to the 
Building By-laws being brought into line with 
modern and recognised building practice in 
Europe and America. In place of the existing regu-
lations which dealt with window areas, the Insti-
tute had recommended that the By-laws should 
require the compulsory installation of adequate 
mechanical illumination and ventilation along the 
lines of modern standard practice in leading cities 
overseas. The Chairman said that he was con-
vinced that the adoption of this recommendation 
would provide a much better safeguard to the 
health and efficiency of city employees than was 
afforded by the present regulation. 

The Chairman stated that the City Council was 
at present giving consideration to the Institute's 
recommendations and he earnestly hoped that the 
proposal with regard to the better illumination 
and ventilation of city buildings would be adopted 
and put into operation as soon as possible. 

At the conclusion of the meeting, those present 
were entertained at supper at the kind invitation • 
of the Electricity Commission. 

Statements made in articles and letters which are 
published in the Journal should be regarded as 
being the opinions of their authors and not as 

representative expressions of the Institute 
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STANDARDS ASSOCIATION 
SEWERAGE BY-LAWS 

N 1930, the Standards Association of Australia 
was requested to take action with a view to 
bringing about uniformity of sewerage regu-

lations throughout Australia. Accordingly, a 
conference in which representatives of twenty 
sewerage authorities participated was held in Mel-
bourne in 1931 and was followed by the appoint-
ment of expert committees which have inves-
tigated the possibilities of defining model 
regulations. 

Although unanimity on all points has not yet 
been achieved, the co-operating authorities have 
arrived at a number of conclusions with regard to 
important matters affecting sewerage by-laws. The 
principles which have been defined will be of 
considerable use to the building industry and 
may be the means of obtaining a greater measure 
of agreement in the future. 

In view of the facts that entire agreement has 
not yet been obtained and that the findings which 
have been made up to the present time are based 
on majority decisions, publication of the findings 
as an Australian Standard is not yet possible but 
the Standards Association, realising the value of 
the progress which has been made, has published 
the progress results in the form of a report under 
the heading "Minimum Requirements for Sewer- 
age By-Laws." 

The minimum requirements have been framed 
for the "double pipe system" but for guidance 
purposes the amendments which would be neces-
sary for adaptation to the "single pipe system" are 
indicated in an appendix. 

The report is arranged in six parts, dealing 
with definitions, general regulations depending 
upon local ordinances and procedure, general 
regulations not normally depending upon local 
ordinances and procedure, drainage, pipe capa-
cities, plumbing, water supply, provision of sani-
tary conveniences, etc. 

FIRE HYDRANT AND HOSE EQUIPMENT 
The Association also announces the issue of a 

draft Australian Code for the design, installation 
and maintenance of fire hydrants and hose 
equipment. 

The draft is one of a series dealing with vari- 
ous systems of fire protection, the Association 
having already published specifications in respect 

of acid-alkali and foam type extinguishers, whilst 
the preparation of codes affecting automatic fire 
alarm installations and rules of design and con-
struction of fire resistant buildings is now in hand. 

The rules for fire hydrants and hose installa-
tions are based directly upon the schedule of the 
Fire and Accident Underwriters' Association. 
Although in the drafting of the Code an endeav-
our has been made to standardise as far as pos-
sible the requirements for satisfactory and con-
sistent operation of fire hydrants and hose equip-
ment throughout Australia, the Association, be-
cause of variations of conditions between various 
States, has considered it necessary to provide that 
the making of definitions affecting certain of the 
matters dealt with in the Code be left to the dis-
cretion of authorised inspectors. 

The draft specifications are divided into main 
sections dealing with scope and definitions, gen-
eral requirements, water supply, supply and con- 
trol equipment, piping, hydrant and hose equip-
ment, and maintenance. An appendix deals with 
methods of fixing hose to couplings. 

Copies of the report dealing with the stan-
dardisation of sewerage by-laws and of the draft 
code governing fire hydrants and hose equipment 
are available from the office of the Standards 
Association, 422 Collins Street, Melbourne, C.1. 

R.V.I.A. GOLF MATCH 
The annual golf match of the Institute was held 

on the links of the Royal Melbourne Golf Club at 
Black Rock, with the kind permission of the Club 
Committee. Individual four-ball best-ball matches 
were played and the tournament, which was ar-
ranged by the House Committee of the Institute, 
was keenly enjoyed by the twenty-six players who 

took part. 
The member who obtained the best net stroke 

score was Mr. Gordon J. Sutherland (F.) who, 
therefore, became the holder of the R.V.I.A. 
Golf Cup for the current year. 

The best net scores returned were as follow, 
the standard scratch score of the course being 75: 
Gordon J. Sutherland (27), 73; R. Marsh (9), 
74; J. E. McCleery (11) , 74; A. Bramwell Smith 
(26), 75; A. R. Butler (9), 76; John W. Wright 
(17) , 78; H. Vivian Taylor (26) , 79; and Lionel 
D. San Miguel (23), 80. 
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