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BEHIND GARDEN WALLS IN TOORAK — Architects: 1. Yuncken, Freeman, Freeman and Griffiths. 
2. Office of Leighton Irwin + 3. Roy K. Stevenson and Associates 
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✓ architects : BATES, SMART & McCUTCHEON 

Residence of J. B. Shackell Esq., St. George's Road, Toorak 

eL.JetaiC 

The ubiquitous screen door acquires 

a new beauty in this example from 

St. George's Court 

a 

EDWARD F. BILLSON & MEWTON, Archilecls 
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Geoffrey Mewton's own living room 
at Sandringham, planned on lines 
discussed in accompanying article 

OUR DOMESTIC 
ARCHITECTURE 

BY GEOFFREY H. MEWTON 

PART from the scattered gems of Architec- 
ture still in existence as a link with the 
earlier days of colonisation in Victoria, it 

must be regretfully admitted that prior to the last 
war we had produced few buildings in the domes-
tic field that were of high Architectural standard. 

Less than twenty years ago, however, there 
began to develop a consciousness in regard to 
home design, which produced some good ex-
amples, mostly in the Georgian Colonial tradition, 
but this initial enthusiasm apparently grew beyond 
control and developed into a fashion which, like 
all fashions, will last just so long as nobody can 
think of a new one. And so we frolicked through 
Georgian, Spanish, Italian, Tudor and any other 
"style" we could adopt. Even to-day much of this 
adaptation is still persisted with though the re-
semblance to the far distant originals is barely dis-
cernible. Clinker bricks and "Marseilles" tiles give 
a viciously distorted reflection of the mellowed 
harmony of Tudor England. 

o 	p 

No home will stand long on a weak foundation 
and just as surely a manner of building which is 
not deeply rooted in the civilisation from which 
it springs, will soon crumble. The strongest criti-
cism of imported models is that they bear little 
relation to our way of living, our climate, our 
environment, or the natural materials with which 
we build. 

There is to-day, however, increasing evidence 
in and around our suburbs of a new approach to  

this domestic problem. Our predecessors were 
mainly concerned with having the necessary num-
ber of rooms and providing an external appear-
ance compatible with their established social 
standing. Servants were plentiful, their wages low, 
consequently service arrangements were ill-con-
sidered. Building costs were also low, so economi-
cal planning was not as imperative then as now. 
Planning was complex and the presence of unused 
spaces and superfluous communications did not 
matter. 

p 	o 

Nowadays we are learning to tackle the prob-
lem from a different angle. We work from the 
inside outwards, as it were. The first essential for 
any house, large or small, is a well conceived plan. 
No good house ever developed from any other 
basis. A plan must be carefully moulded with con-
sideration to the living requirements of the family; 
to architectural and natural surroundings; includ-
ing the garden, the angles of the sun throughout 
the day, the neighbours and the motor car. It must 
provide spaciousness within the specified limits, 
freedom from obstacles and unnecessary gadgets. 
It must be simple, direct and yet interesting. 

The use of mechanical contrivances; of gas and 
electricity, has relieved us of much of the work 
about the house and consequently provided more 
time for leisure and the enjoyment of environ-
ment. As a country we are blessed with a pleasant 
climate, and as a nation naturally spend much 
time out-of-doors. We find recreation in our gar-
dens and in outdoor sport. 
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A. S. and R. A. EGGLESTON — 4rchjlecls — 	BUCHAN, LAIRD & BUCHAN 

KITCHENS 

Left: This elaborately equipped unit includes a mechanical refuse disposer of overseas origin 

Right: A well lighted and convenient layout at Geelong 

One of the most important rooms in many 
houses to-day is the Sun Room, a room largely of 
glass, with the correct aspects to trap the sunlight 
and forming a link between the house and garden. 
It has been found that this is often the most used 
of all rooms and this has led to the introduction 
of larger glass areas in other rooms so that they 
all become Sun Rooms; in many houses there are 
Living Rooms, one wall of which is glazed to the 
full extent, and sometimes with large sliding glass 
doors which give access to a terrace and thence 
to the garden, thus providing direct contact with 
the open air. 

There is also a tendency to "open up" the inside 
of the house. Once we used large double doors, 
sometimes larger folding doors. Now, by using 
low partitions, or cupboards, or plateglass screens,  

rooms are no longer separated compartments, but 
merge one into the other and by careful planning 
still retain sufficient privacy. The spaces for living, 
eating and playing are becoming combined into 
one area, carefully orientated and related, with 
designed furniture fixed in its most serviceable 
location so that each section can fulfil its specified 
function. One step takes us to the out-of-doors of 
which we see so much from inside, because the 
house and garden have become so intimately 
related. 

p 	~ 	8 

All this development in quest of space and 
freedom of movement brings of course the prob-
lem of heating during the coldest times, when in 
larger houses even the open fireplace with its 
blazing logs may prove inadequate. In any case 
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the open fireplace never provides an even tem-
perature throughout the room. The latest forms 
of heating by means of warmed air ventilation 
supply the solution, and the time is not so far 
distant when reasonably economical systems, both 
in initial cost and maintenance will be within 
reach of even the humblest home-builder. 

The garage is no longer a separate outbuilding, 
neither is the laundry. The garage has become a 
part of the house with direct access, a convenience 
especially appreciated in wet weather and in these 
days of wholesale marketing. The laundry also is 
coming into its own. The fast disappearing cop-
per is being replaced by the mechanical washer 
which, with automatic hot water systems has 
brought the laundry or utility room into closer 
relation with the kitchen and other parts of the 
service section. 

O 	¢ 	O 

One of the greatest influences on our domestic 
architecture is the selection of materials which 
are available locally. Lack of superior articles 
often constitutes an exasperating restraint, but 
natural materials should always be used as far as 
possible for it is by so doing that we will  

eventually develop an indigenous architecture. 
Although in Melbourne we are surrounded by 
clays of all descriptions and suitable for all pur-
poses, we have not yet produced a variety in brick 
or roofing tile comparable 'either in price or qual-
ity with overseas standards. And so we find many 
houses are finished in common bricks and painted 
with charming result, forming a perfect back-
ground for streets and foliage and the shadows 
from trees. 

Our timbers are not entirely suitable for all 
sections of building and in many other materials 
we are also limited in choice. The smallness of 
the market is possibly due to our lack of develop-
ment and consequent encouragement to the manu-
facturer of many of the products used in other 
countries but no doubt this condition will improve. 
Despite all handicaps, however, it seems that 
there is beginning to evolve, if ever so slowly, a 
national type of home, open in plan, careful in 
treatment and nonchalant in expression, with 
materials simply used in an honest manner to pro-
vide for our particular requirements, and having 
a directness of approach which has no place for 
affectation. With such a basis upon which to plan, 
the future is assured. 

Tasmania is greatly enriched by its numerous well 

preserved examples of Early Colonial Architecture. 

"The Woman's World" recently published a special 

number in which much space was devoted to this 

subject, in text and well selected photographs. The 

Frontispiece and the photographs appearing on page 

106 of this issue are reproduced by courtesy of the 

proprietors of "The Woman's World" 
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RESIDENCE OF PETER LEMPRIERE ESQ., ILLAWARRA CRESCENT, TOORAK 

Interior and outer views of 

Dr. Roy Watson's residence 

at Glenferrie Rd., Hawthorn 

by 	
q~/ / 

ROBERT S. DEMAINE, ~trchifecf 
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The walls are in oyster white, with coral shutters. Slate paving is 

used on the pergola. Entrance to maisoneite in St. George's Court 

ROY K. STEVENSON AND 

ASSOCIATES — Arc/ülecls 

4 

A small house at 

Geelong with plain 

painted walls and 

simple eaves 

treatment 
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VICTORIAN INSTITUTE OF ARCHITECTS 

UGH, ROBERTSON & LOVE — 4rc/ifech 

ROBERT B. HAMILTON 

and Associate, 

MARCUS H. NORRIS 

.~t
~q/ 
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LANDSCAPE DEVELOPMENT 

at the residence of Mrs. T. G. Jones, 

Ripponlea, includes this fine swim-

ming pool and changing rooms. The 

ballroom is at the rear of the picture 

and this leads, by way of a large 

foyer, to the main part of the house 
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PERSONAL PARAGRAPHS 
Following representations to the Minister for the 

Interior, Senator H. S. Foll, a committee has been 
appointed in Victoria for the purpose of selecting 
Architects and engineers in private practice to carry out 
urgent Defence Works. The personnel of this commit-
tee is as follows:— 
The State Director of Works, . Mr. H. M. Rolland. 
The President of the R.V.I.A., Mr. W. O. McCutcheon. 
The Chairman,, Institution of Engineers, Australia, 

Melbourne Division, Mr. D. E. Baldwin. 
Similar committees have been or are being set up in 

each State of the Commonwealth. 
4 

The Institute of Architects is represented on the War 
Inventions Committee by Messrs. W. R. Godfrey and 

R. A. Eggleston (A's.). Mr. Godfrey has a workshop 
attached to his residence we are told. 

4 
All members will join in congratulations to the Sec-

retary of the R.V.I.A., Mr. John B. Islip, who has now 
returned to his post after temporary disablement fol-
lowing a miraculous escape from more serious injury in 
a motor accident. 

4 

Mr. Malcolm McColl (A.) has returned from Eng-
land and joined the rapidly increasing ranks of the 
Department of the Interior. It is possibly not well 
known amongst his professional associates that he has 
successfully combined the art of ski-ing with that of 
Architecture and is no mean authority on the subject. 

ITEMS OF GENERAL INTEREST 
A.R.P. 

The second report prepared by the Joint Committee 
appointed at the request of the State Emergency Coun-
cil for Civil Defence, has now been presented. 

This deals with the subject of measures to be taken 
in existing buildings to increase their resistance to 
damage from aerial attack. 

R.A.I.A. COUNCIL MEETING 
Speaking at the R.V.I.A. Luncheon at the Hotel 

Australia Annexe on the 12th November, Mr. L. Lay-
bourne-Smith, of S.A., referred to Government Defence 
Works entrusted to private Architects in South Australia. 
Six or seven private Architects are working on the 
Salisbury Munitions Scheme. The luncheon - was ar-
ranged to give members the opportunity of meeting 
Interstate Representatives attending the Annual Council 
Meeting of the R.V.I.A. About 50 members and visitors 
were present. 

GOLF MATCH 
A number of members availed themselves of the 

chance to brush the cares of office and war work aside 
for a few hours recently at Kingston Heath Golf Club 
when the annual fixture arranged by the House Com-
mittee took place. 

Lionel D. San Miguel (A.) holds the R.V.I.A. Golf 
Cup for the next 12 months. 

INDUSTRIAL ART 
A healthy future for Industrial Design in Australia 

is evidenced in the group activity of the Australian 
Commercial and Industrial Artists' Association. Archi-
tects who saw the first Annual Exhibition of this group 
at the Athenaeum Gallery were impressed with the high 
standard of the exhibits, and the versatility of the 
artists represented. The subjects covered wireless cab-
inets, display models, magazine illustrations, fabrics, 
newspaper advertising, posters, and Christmas Cards. A 
specimen of the last mentioned is reproduced opposite. 

USES OF GAS 
The All-gas American House Plans reproduced in 

this issue were selected from a recent Exhibition of over 
forty prize winning entries arranged by The Metro-
politan Gas Company, by courtesy of whom the drawings 
appear. 

The appropriate lino-cut insets were specially pre-
pared by John Barry, whose work is well known in the 
students' monthly news sheet "Smudges." 

AIR RAID SHELTERS 

When strolling in Spring Street members are re-
minded that a specimen Air Raid Shelter erected by 
the State Government is there for examination. Private 
clients have begun to enquire about incorporating suit-
able shelters in their buildings and one has actually been 
built in Melbourne to official specifications, complete 
with mechanical ventilating equipment. 

CH RISTMAS CARD BY B. W H ITMO RE 
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corceer Jaiman,ia 

LEFT. The courtyard at "Brickenden," Longford, the 
home of W. F. Archer, Esq. 

RIGHT. Slender columns supporting the verandah 
roof at "Heathfield," Hobart, are good examples of 
early colonial construction. 

LOWER. This might well be a 
scene in rural England but is 
in fact part of the outbuildings 
at "Woodside," Cressy, the 
home of H. B. Archer, Esq. 
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THE LIBRARY 
"PLANNED INFORMATION" 

Review by G. A. Soilleux (A.) 

UOLUME 5 of the Architects' Journal 
Library of Planned Information (London), 
edited by Sir John Burnet, Tait and Lorne, 

has been added to the Institute Library. 

"Planned Information" fulfils for English archi-
tects the purposes and functions performed in 
America by Sweet's Catalogue, and, in a lesser 
manner in Australia by Ramsay's Catalogue. In 
the main, of course, it deals with English condi-
tions, which differ in varying degree from Aus-
tralian practice in matters such as sizes and type 
of materials and fittings; nevertheless, it is a veri-
table mine of extremely useful information. 

O 	* 	4 

Volume 5, which follows the type and general 
lines of its predecessors, contains a large amount 
of valuable data regarding various types of heat-
ing, hot water installations, sanitary plumbing 
and kitchen equipment, the information sheets 
having been tabulated from details supplied by 
manufacturers and retailers. 

Sheets which are of unusual interest are those 
dealing with weathering, flashing, roof plumbing  

and disposal of moisture from parapets and cop-
ings. Insufficient attention has been given to these 
items in Australia and the data supplied by 
"Planned Information" should be of practical use 
in this country. 

. 	o 

Also of value are the sheets dealing with sound 
and thermal insulation, whilst pages setting out 
data regarding Air Raid Precautions are an un-
comfortable reminder of the times in which we 
live. 

Minor irritation is caused in the mind of the 
reader by the somewhat haphazard arrangement 
and grouping of the sheets, which could with 
advantage have been placed under main headings. 
For example, sheets 638 and 644 give information 
pertaining to elementary schools, and the inter-
mediate sheets deal with a variety of other sub-
jects such as electrical equipment, glazing, roof 
flashing and door furniture. 

The new edition contains a helpful index of the 
sheets in Volumes 1, 2, 3 and 4 as well as those 
in Volume 5. 

OBITUARY 

T is with profound sorrow that we record the 
tragic death of Mr. and Mrs. Helmut Kofler, 
who were killed as the result of an accident 

which occurred near Mount Buller. Mrs. Kofler 
was formerly Miss Pegg Wilks, architect, of Mel-
bourne, and had been married only a few months. 
She was a well-known member of the architec-
tural profession, having been engaged in private 
practice and as an assistant to several firms of 
architects in Victoria and New South Wales. Mrs. 
Kofler was awarded the Diploma of Architectural 
Design of the University Atelier, and after hav-
ing studied overseas was admitted to Associate-
ship of the Institute last year. 

We also regretfully pay tribute to the memory 
of Dr. John Russell Parry, who died last month  

at the age of thirty-four years. John Parry com-
pleted the course for the Diploma of Architecture 
of the Melbourne University some years ago, and 
in 1927 won the R.V.I.A, Bronze Medal for his 
measured drawings of the National Gallery. As 
a member of the staff of Messrs. Hudson and 
Wardrop, architects, he assisted in the prepar-
ation of the drawings for the Shrine of Remem-
brance, Victoria's National War Memorial. Later 
he undertook the study of medicine, and after 
having graduated in that profession at the Univer-
sity joined the staff of St. Vincent's Hospital in 
1938. Last year he was appointed Medical Officer 
of the Mental Hygiene Department. 

The Institute extends its deep sympathy to the 
relatives of our late confreres. 
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An unusual and informative Competition sponsored by 

the American Gas Association called for homes actually 

completed, in which the maximum use of gas equipment 

had been considered ... Two of the winning plans are 
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reproduced ... The main purpose of the Competition 

was to gauge the extent to which gas is being applied 

by American Architects for domestic purposes in modern 

homes, and 13,700 Dollars prize money was offered. 
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V.A.S.S. ATELIER SCHOLARSHIP SUBJECT BY J. F. SPEARS 

A VACATION HOUSE IN THE MOUNTAINS 

SERVING WITH THE FORCES 
The Institute Council is anxious to compile a 

list of members serving with His Majesty's Forces 
and therefore appeals to members, their friends 
and relatives for accurate information for pub- 

lication in the Journal. The following members 
are known to be serving either at Home or Abroad 
but particulars of units were not available at time 
of going to press:— 

Fellows 

Lieut. K. a'B. Klingender 
Captain Roy K. Stevenson 

Associates 
Lieut. H. Selwyn Bates 
Pvte. A. C. Collins 

Associates 

Col. C. M. M. Dare 

Capt. W. Balcombe Griffiths 

Lieut. Reuter H. Hall 

Lieut. W. S. Hansom 

Associates 

Flight-Lieut. Allan R. Love 

Capt. D. H. McLean 

Cpl. Norman W. Plunkett 

Capt. Peter Spier. 
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PARKCHESTER, NEW YORK 
BY LESLIE M. PERROTT 

The immediate past President of the R.V.I.A., 
Mr. Leslie M. Perrott, whose researches into over-
seas Housing Problems have contributed greatly 
to our knowledge of the subject in this country, 
has written the following article describing the 
most recent large scale development in New York 
City, U.S.A. 

We regret that space has not permitted the re-
production of illustrations, but they will appear 
in the next issue of the journal. 

RCHITECTS, Town Planners and the Build-
ing Industry generally are watching with 
interest the creation of the world's biggest 

housing project. This is going up near New York 
City and is being erected by the Metropolitan Life 
Insurance Company at a cost of twelve million 
pounds. 

The area of Parkchester is 129 acres. It is hoped 
when the project is complete it will be served by 
a sub-way system operating on a nickel fare to 
New York. In conceiving this huge project that 
will house between forty-five and sixty thousand 
people, the Metropolitan had three objectives in 
view:—(1) To provide average families with 
modern apartments in a congenial environment 
close to the City centre, (2) To help reduce un-
employment, and (3) to make a sound investment 
of the Company funds. 

Parkchester is being erected without any form 
of Government subsidy, nor do the owners plan 
to take advantage of the tax exemption privileges 
operating in New York State. Parkchester will 
pay taxes to the City of New York just as in the 
case of other privately owned properties. The lay-
out of this new community is a complete depar-
ture from the conventional regular street pattern 
with which New Yorkers are so familiar. It has 
established in an urban setting not far from the 
heart of New York City a pleasingly open subur-
ban atmosphere. Two broad curving pathways, 
each over 100 ft. wide meeting at a centre path 
divide the community into four quadrants or parts. 
Each quadrant is a veritable village in itself. 

There are no traffic routes through the quadrant. 
Traffic will pass along the two main pathways and 
may penetrate the quadrant via access path, but 
must return to • the main pathway. This reduces 
inner vehicular traffic to a minimum and provides 
maximum protection for children and the aged. 
The master plan is such that all residents may 
obtain complete outdoor relaxation and recreation 
without leaving the limit of any one of the quad-
rants. Over 50 per cent. of the total area will be 
devoted to parks and playgrounds, 27 per cent. 
will be covered by the buildings, while approxi-
mately 21 per cent. will be devoted to streets. 
The twelve thousand two hundred and sixty-nine 
apartments are contained in a gròup of individual 
buildings ranging from eight to fourteen floors in 
height. It might be said for the first time the 
habits, whims, desires, and personalities of an 
entire city of people have been translated into 
wood, brick, stone, and steel; a tremendous job 
accomplished after an exhaustive study of to-day's 
changing ways of life. How people eat, sleep, 
cook, have fun, raise children, and entertain their 
friends, how people do these things to-day has 
been the guiding factor in planning Parkchester, 
the City of to-morrow. 

O 	o 	4 

The construction materials being absorbed in 
this project are most interesting. The brick order 
constitutes the largest ever placed, and the quan-
tity would be sufficient to build ten thousand indi-
vidual homes. The project will consume sixty-six 
thousand metal windows. Parkchester will have 
its own two thousand seat Movie Theatre, num-
erous-restaurants, and two hundred rental stores. 
This development will have no cause for worry 
about capital deterioration in the surrounding 
neighbourhood. Owner-built and owner-managed, 
with heavy financial reserves, the community can 
be kept up in lean years as well as in good times. 
In addition to the central business section there 
will be smaller business centres throughout the 
community where one can buy groceries, tooth-
paste, cigarettes, and the evening paper. Many of 
the regional stores can be reached without step-
ping outside the building, a welcome convenience 
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in winter weather. Here will be found shopping 
centres free from blatant signs projecting from 
the store front. Most of the apartments are 
grouped around one of the dozen playgrounds 
for children. Open malls, wading pools, soft-
ball diamonds for youngsters, and garden plots 
for those who grow their own flowers have all 
been provided. There are bicycle paths, roller 
skating rinks with trees to blanket the noise, and 
two dozen hand-ball courts where men can 
keep themselves fit; also horse-shoe pitching and 
shuffle boards for the old folks and supervised 
play for the youngsters. Hundreds of full sized 
trees are now being planted, maples, oaks, gums, 
dog-wood trees to blossom in the spring, shrubs 
to attract the birds in summer, and four sixty-feet 
high Douglas firs to be used for the joy of the 
children at Christmas. 

Although Parkchester is designed for the 
middle-class worker, garaging facilities are part 
of the development and will accommodate three 
thousand cars. 

As I visited this project and compared the de-
velopment with the surrounding streets of specu-
lative built apartment houses, lacking in design, 
open space, and every other comfort, one realized 
that here in Parkchester the Metropolitan Life 
Insurance Company has created something that 
will set a new standard of living for the low-wage 
earner. When the scheme is complete and in 
operation it will undoubtedly draw admirers from 
all over the world to study the success it must 
achieve. 

Illustrations will appear in the next issue of 
thé Journal. 

STRUCTURAL STEEL 

FHE Standards Association of Australia an-
nounces the issue of a revised edition of 
Australian Standard No. A.1 to replace the 

edition dated 1931 covering structural steel and 
rolled steel sections for structural purposes. 

The revised specification is in two parts, Part I. 
dealing with structural steel (excluding plates)  
and Part II. with the dimensions and properties 
of Australian Standard rolled steel sections. As 
Australian Standard No. A.33 deals with carbon 
steel plates for structural engineering, all refer-
ences to plates have been deleted from the revised 
edition of Standard No. A.1 now issued. Simi-
larly, clauses dealing with the manufacture of 
rivets have also been omitted, it being considered 
that it is more appropriate that such items be dealt  

with in a separate specification. Consideration is 
now being given to the preparation of a specifica-
tion for manufactured rivets. 

Some of the more important alterations em-
bodied in the 1940 edition as compared with the 
edition of 1931 are the modification of the num-
ber of cold bend tests to be applied to each cast 
or batch, and the deletion of temper bend tests. 
New Standard Sections have been included in 
Part II. and others, which have become obsolete 
since 1931, have been deleted. 

Copies of the new publication may be obtained 
upon application to the Standards Association of 
Australia (Victorian Branch), 422 Collins Street, 
Melbourne, C.1. 
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