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"NEW LAMPS FOR OLD" 
	BY D. C. WARD, A.R.I.B.A., A.R.A.I.A. 

the winner of the Robert and Ada Haddon Travelling 

Scholarship of the R.V.I.A.,1934, who returned to Mel-

bourne recently, following a tour of Europe, America 

and the Far East extending over a period of four years. 

Nurmi ; and Lonnrot, ' author of the Kalevala—Fin-
land's epic poem which parallels England's Beowulf, 
sagas of the Norse and the Nibelungen legends of Ger-
many—founder of Finnish ' literature and reviver of 
the native tongue. Doctor Johnson . once said to an 
acquaintance that his knowledge of Greek was not suf-
ficient for him to realise his ignorance of that language. 
I think a similar position applies to most people who 
visit Finland, where 40% of the people are Swedish 
speaking. 

With the exchange at the rate of 260 Finnish Marks to 
the D. sterling, living is ridiculously cheap. An American 
staying at the same hotel as .I in Helsinki told me that 
he could house, clothe and feed his whole family for 
a day in Finland for the cost of one meal in America. 
When I arrived in the United States I realised just how 
true his statement was. Americans and Germans appear 
to be favourites of the Finns, whose country incidentally 
is finding much favour in the eyes of America, if only 
for the reason that . Finland, alone of all nations, is 
paying her war debts. The Germans, of course, assisted 
Finland to achieve her independence during the war 
and are in high favour therefor. Part of the German 
fleet was visiting Helsinki when I was there and at 
that time the only way in which another visitor could 
obtain service in a dining room was to make a bow 
with the Nazi salute and say "Sprecken zie Deutsche" ! 

In years gone by, except for a few churches and 
castles, there was nothing in the country worth retain-
ing, so the new architecture has made a clean sweep. 
There was a saying that in 1890 there was not an inter-
section in the whole city of Helsinki at which four 
brick buildings met. In less than 50 years a new city 
has been built. A comparatively few single-storeyed tim-
ber dwellings remain but they are rapidly being re-
placed by more permanent structures. 

THE LAMP OF INSPIRATION 

Ii 
T is a postwar paradox that, in the Old World, 

there are countries newer than our own. These new 
nations which were created by the Treaty of Ver- 
sailles—in Central Europe, in the Balkans and on 

the Baltic sea board—are especially interesting. They 
are anxious to prove themselves in the eyes of other 
people and are facing and overcoming those problems 
of construction and reconstruction which beset most 
young nations. 

It is interesting to analyse the conditions in these 
countries. Youth is not the only factor _ we in Australia 
have in common with them. It is even possible that 
we may learn from their experiences. 

In their architecture can be seen a desire to break 
away from an unfortunate past. This has been achieved 
already in their social, economic and political life. 
Stimulated by this national rejuvenation, postwar build-
ing has changed the faces of their large cities. Some 
of it is daring in conception and much of it expresses 
the progressive spirit and thought of peoples who are 
enjoying the first fruits of independent existence. 

Nowhere else in the world can we see more striking 
proof of this than in Finland—a country which achieved 
its independence at a time of momentous change and 
which came with full and fresh vigour to face the 
problems of modern civilisation. 

Though the Finns have been living among their 
pine forests for 2000 years, the most interesting period 
in the history of the nation is the present. The first real 
attempt to evolve a national style of architecture began 
only 20 years ago with Eliel Saarinen's railway station. 
The station at Helsinki barricades the red cobbled waste 
of Railway Square like a range of mountains. Hewn 
out of red granite, a black roof outlining its moulded 
masses with four stone colossi frowning above the 
entrances, its dignity is tremendous. It is a symbol of 
Finland's location, the last bulwark of the West and 
the gateway to the East, and of her aspirations to 
be an indivisible nation. It is immensely signi-
ficant. It expresses a people, an epoch. An epoch 
that includes such names as Sibelius, whose music 
is heard everywhere in Finland; Eliel Saarinen; 
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The capital—Helsinki—was planned by Engel, a 
Neo-classicist, and Nystrom prolonged the Renaissance 
a few years beyond its time. It is a sober, substantial 
city, neutral in colouring and orderly in the movement 
of life; a city of chequer-board pattern streets some-
what like Melbourne. An air of prosperity pervades the 
town. All noise except emergency alarms is prohibited. 
The heart of the city is closely built upon. Strong ver-
tical lines and narrow windows characterise most 
buildings. 

Blocks of apartments encircle the city proper. Toolo 
is a residential section of 115 co-operative apartment 
houses, the building of which was commenced in 1920 
and then expanded at the rate of 800 rooms per year. 
Plain exteriors are relieved by bright coloured case-
ments, roof gardens, balconies and window boxes. Self-
operated lifts-which are non-stop but which, being 
slow-running, may be boarded or vacated during oper-
ation-mechanical transport of food from central kit-
chens, and steam baths, which are so popular among 
the Finns, are among the usual services. Clean, orderly 
paths and courts surround the buildings. In summer 
children play in parks which in winter are flooded for 
ice skating. The population throngs municipal bathing 
beaches, of which there are seven, all ingeniously trans-
formed from rocky to sandy stretches by means of 
dredging from the ocean floor. Fine hospitals lie be-
tween the city and the suburbs, the best residential 
sections being at Brunnsparken and Eria. Slums and 
destitution are unknown, although living conditions 
are severe. Notwithstanding that Finland is poor fin-
ancially, its people are well fed and the sick are cared 
for in hospitals which are among the most modern in 
design and equipment in Europe. 

In common with many settlements in America, prac-
tically all Finnish towns, no matter how small their 
populations nor how remote their locations, possess 
well designed town halls, courthouses and multi-storeyed 
hospitals. Instead of the palatial hotels usually found 
in their American counterparts, however, most towns 
possess equally imposing but, in a sense, far more useful 
structures in the form of large factories belonging to 
one or other of Finland's many co-operative societies. A 
typical example is Viborg—a venerable town on the 
Gulf of Finland. Steep cobbled streets lined by two-
storey wooden houses with iron balconies and courtyards 
having mediaeval gates end in a view of a harbour 
crowded with shipping. Like the capital, it possesses a 
railway station that compares only too favourably with 
our railway buildings in Melbourne. The principal 
street is flanked by large buildings which display a con-
sistency of design which is entirely lacking in any. Mel-
bourne street. On the outskirts a new hospital is being 
built and on the water-front is a factory of the S.O.K. 
Co-operative Society. In the shadow of an ancient 
citadel rising above the market-place is "Big Catherine," 
the old tower restaurant which is a rendezvous for 
tourists. There, tables are stacked with Finnish sav-
ouries and one is served colossal ' hors d'oeuvres by 
waitresses in native costume, while an orchestra plays 
Karelian airs. Kotka is quite a small town on the south  

coast but is one of the principal ports through which 
the greatest source of Finland's wealth—timber—is 
exported to the four corners of the globe. The mouth of 
the river is a sea of logs which are floated down from 
the vast forests of the north. The town itself is almost 
entirely built of timber yet it possesses a "skyscraper" 
town hall which would be an acquisition to any Aus-
tralian city. Although it was built more than five years 
ago the Paimio Sanatorium, by Alvar Aalto, is still 
the most advanced building of its type on the Continent. 

All Finnish work is characterised by logical use of 
materials. Splendid local granites, pink, grey and rose 
in colour, clothe massive buildings in Helsinki and 
beautiful plywoods ingeniously put together and not 
stained or varnished—it would be as great a sacrilege 
to treat Finnish decorative timbers as to pencil a mous-
tache on the Mona Lisa—are featured in interiors of 
buildings such as Alvar Aalto's library at Viipuri. 

This innate sense of material also extends the full 
range of furnishings, from the exquisitely curved and 
bent laminated chairs, etc., which are peculiarly Finnish 
in design, to woven fabrics, hand-knotted wall tapestries, 
and rugs of the Rya type with their geometrical borders 
and native motifs in a central panel. Warm colours—
reds, yellows and browns—predominate in the south-
west and cool blues and yellows in the interior. 

The severe climate has naturally- influenced various 
details of design in Finnish buildings. In a land which 

TAGBLATTE 	 STUTTGART 

A newspaper building—the only structure in the city 
erected to the maximum permissible height 



is frozen during most of the year, windows are kept 
within reasonable proportions and double glazing is 
usual. Further, in a country in which on the northerly 
aspect there are 40 more days each year during which 
the temperature is below freezing point than on the 
southerly, balconies are not distributed indiscriminately. 

THE LAMP OF CO-OPERATION 

Finland is a country of co-operators. It is a land 
which is dotted with co-operative organisations 
from end to end. The entire social fabric is permeated 
with co-operative societies. In 1901 there were only 
three, now there are 7000 of various types with which 
half of the population is indirectly or directly connected. 
For example, S.O.K.—the Finnish Co-operative Whole-
sale Society—is an organisation through which "neut-
ral" co-operatives buy foodstuffs, hardware and mis-
cellaneous merchandise. S.O.K. also makes matches, 
brushes, underwear, paper, bricks and lumber. It pre-
serves fruit, roasts coffee, imports machines and has 
offices in many different parts of the world. Hankkija 
is an agricultural concern. Valio controls butter dis-
tribution. The Rural Banks offer credits to farmers. 
Labour is another agricultural society. "Elanto"—a name 
which is seen on buildings all over Finland—is a retail 
distributing organisation which commenced as a bakery 
and now includes departmental stores, chain restaurants, 
and so on. 

The principle and practice of this co-operation is a 
shareholders' plan, each member participating in profits 
and also assuming a liability risk which is fixed and 
based on the cost of each share. The reason for the 
universal success of this movement is that the Finns, 
in their struggle to meet the cost of living, saw the 
necessity for mutual help and adopted the principle 
that profits should be used not for the individual but 
for the common good. They profited by mistakes made 
in other countries and their honest and reliable leaders 
are obtaining excellent results. We call it "Socialism. 
I prefer "Co-operation." This movement, which is so 
strong in Scandinavia, is illustrative of the trend of the 
world towards Socialism in various forms and guises in 
different countries. In England much recent legislation, 
though passed by a so-called conservative government, 
savours mildly of Socialism. The "New Deal" of 
America is an obvious compromise between Big Busi-
ness and Labour. The orientation of events in France 
and Russia is quite apparent. Even in Australia we have 
our Marketing Boards, our Egg Boards, our Pig Boards 
and so on and so forth, all of which are forms of 
Socialism. Whether this trend is a desirable feature is 
a matter of opinion, but in Scandinavia at least it is a 
marked success. 

The influence of this trend is discernible in our own 
profession. In other countries, one may note the gravita-
tion of individuals into groups, whether it be a large 
private firm with its earnest band of associates and 
consultants, the municipal or government organisation 
of official architects whose numbers are increasing each 
year, or even the building company with its ramifica-
tions covering real estate, building finance, and general 
organisation. 

HOLY GHOST CHURCH 	 FRANKFURT 

Built of concrete breeze blocks and rendered externally. 
The blocks are exposed internally and decorated with 

religious figures applied in colour 

We already have co-operation with contractors, manu-
facturers and others within the trade which is so neces-
sary for successful building. But we desire this alliance 
between art and industry to extend over much broader 
fields. In Sweden there is a more universal appreciation 
of fine things than is apparent in most other countries. 
There the alliance is complete. The manufacturer will 
not only pay an artist for his ideas but will also adver-
tise his name. He knows that beauty pays; the public 
wants well-designed things and he must give it what 
it desires. The smallest things in everyday use running 
the whole gamut of mass production bear honoured 
names, the names of artists whose work is widely 
appreciated and widely purchased. 

Above all, architects desire co-operation with the 
public. To achieve this we must educate the public to 
appreciate better building and better planning, which 
means better living. We must develop a common ground 
of approach. If we talk of cleanliness, labour-saving, 
air and light and space for children, if we exploit a 
widespread belief in hygiene, if we talk the language 
of the public, we are more likely to achieve our objec-
tive than by any other method. 



SCHONBRUNN PALACE 
	

VIENNA 

A vista from the Belvedere 

THE LAMP(! 
OF EDUCATION 

This brings us face to face 
with a burning question which 
has been, and probably always 
will be, a well-worried bone of 
contention among architects. Are 
we training men so that our 
profession can do a much larger 
share of the building work and 
do it well ? I am not so much 
concerned with where it is per-
formed, as how 

L'Ecole Nationale Superieure 
des Beaux-Arts is the progenitor 
of collegiate systems of training 
all over the world. I devoted a 
little time to looking around the 
school. I listened with imperfect 
understanding to criticisms given 
in most perfect French. I saw 
many beautiful drawings, num-
bers of surrealist figures with 
vermilion beards and side whis-
kers, emerald berets and tan-
gerine trousers, but the architec-
ture was as colourless as those 
connected therewith were the 
reverse. I remember seeing draw-
ings devoted to that well-worn 
subject "An Entrance to a Tun- 
nel." The drawings were ex- 
quisitely done with all that reckless abandon that we 
have come to associate with the work of Beaux Arts 
men and indeed with all things Parisian. But the solu-
tions were as well worn as the problem. There have 
been better attempts at our Atelier in Melbourne where 
we do endeavour to give concrete expression ' to our 
paper architecture. The students in Paris can plan the 
most complicated building in a 24 hours' esquisse. The 
grand plan is theirgrande forte; but after having seen 
their smaller projets—a small residence, for instance 
—produced with all the pomp and panoply of a Sul-
tan's palace, the divorce between fact and phantasy is 
only too apparent. 

At the other extreme we have the Bauhaus, seeking 
to remedy the defects of previous art education which 
had neglected to provide the student with an intimacy 
with the realities of material, technique and economy. 
The ideal training for the architect, artist, or craftsman 
is apprenticeship to a master craftsman. At the Bauhaus 
is an ingenious system combining modern school instruc-
tion with some of the advantages of mediaeval practice. 
The curriculum consists of practical instruction in the 
use of glass, metal, textiles, and other materials, sup-
plemented by formal instruction in the study of geo-
metry, construction, modelling and the study of design 
according to volume, colour and composition. The 
principal aim of Professor Gropius is a constructive 
unity between creative art and industry together with  

a combination of the principles of handicraft with those 
of machine production. 

The English system is a compromise between 
office training and the academy. To be a pupil in 
the office of a busy architect is a heartening thing. 
There is little or no definite tuition but work is in 
progress, at least during the seven years of plenty, and 
though there are few opportunities for designing by 
the pupil, the fact that all drawings must pass the test 
of the builder's foreman is a fine discipline. There is 
an office loyalty and a real camaraderie which assists in 
the building up of character, and being in touch with 
everyday affairs gives a sense of reality to each day's 
work. My experience of English offices is that their 
work usually displays more thought than ours. There is 
a correctness, a scholarliness that is not so usual in 
Australia. Quite apart from questions of manner or 
method, the work is well studied and if occasionally it 
fails to be a progressive contribution to the building of 
the time, it often achieves distinction. At least it is 
unobtrusive. 

It is to the University, the Technical School, or as in 
London, the A.A. that the student must turn to learn 
the reason "why." There he should cultivate the power 
of self-criticism of his own designs. His mind should 
be trained to take a clear view of functional purpose 
and construction, so that new problems of his own 
time, when it comes, will find him capable of dealing 
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with them on scientific principles. He should be familiar 
witn business practice and he should be a good draughts-
man. If our Admirable Crichton has mastered these 
essentials, there will be no need for him to attempt to 
be clever. The desire to do something clever is, I think, 
the mark of an inferiority complex. The solution of a 
problem should have the simplicity which comes of the 
complete mastery of all the elements contained therein. 

I remember having seen in Los Angeles a very crisp 
announcement over an auctioneer's establishment "Every-
thing sold as is." The adolescent architectural mind is 
apt to accept everything it is "sold" by enthusiasts 
more experienced with the typewriter than the T-Square 
and the Triangle. It is a common practice of many 
students to copy photographs of features originating 
abroad without having any idea whether the different 
conditions in Australia make their use in this country 
economical or advisable. Such students are not even 
sure that the designs concerned were reasonable in the 
countries of their origin. If we are to build to meet our 
own conditions instead of blindly copying current 
"modern" work abroad, we must start with our own 
established structural systems, materials and methods. 
On the Continent, some of the more interesting archi-
tectural centres verify that new ideas can be reconciled 
with local materials and methods. In Amsterdam par-
ticularly, large areas of new brick modernity blend har-
moniously with that which has gone before and do not 
irritate the tribal consciousness of the inhabitants. Our 
duty is to design buildings to fulfil their functions and 
to use any materials or methods, old or new, most suit-
able to the particular problems. 

The Architect's work is quite difficult enough with-
out his wasting time in learning the qualities of ma-
terials by working them with his own hands. An 
architect can learn sufficiently of such things in the 
course of his daily practice by watching skilled work-
men. His practice requires him to deal with perhaps 
30 different trades and with thousands of different 
materials and any technique that he might learn in any 
few of them by "practical experience" would soon be 
out of date in these days of change, stress and strain. 

If Architects were to concentrate their energies on 
exploring the manifold combinations and variations of 
structural systems and materials at hand, if they were 
to use these facilities as a basis for the evolution of new 
architectural and structural forms, instead of depending 
upon magazine motifs, often both unsuitable and un-
economical in this country, then the easy and continued 
development of a logical, local manner would be 
assured. 

THE LAMP OF PROCRASTINATION 

As in many foreign centres, we in Victoria have a 
mixture of good and bad architecture, and the good is 
just as difficult to find here as it is overseas. However, 
the best work in Continental countries is better than our 
best. This may be due to the fact that their cities are 
nearer to the mainsprings of world culture, finance and 
an intensively-developed selection of building materials. 

Better finishes are available as are colourful materials 
which in this country are either unprocurable or are 
obtainable only at great cost. In those countries and in 
Scandinavia particularly, the building regulations per-
mit a degree of lightness and delicacy which is unobtain-
able under the out-of-date regulations which prevail 
here. For instance, in one office building in Gothenburg 
one may ascend to the uppermost floors in an elevator 
built of armoured glass and bright steel. The elevator 
enclosure is built of the same delicate materials. The 
Van Nelle factory in Rotterdam is wholly composed of 
glass and uncased steel, giving an expression of the 
salient characteristics of these materials and the func-
tional purpose of the building which could only be 
attained under an intelligently applied building code. 
In addition to these, there are many other examples. 

Examining Melbourne with a critical eye following 
a return from overseas, one notices immediately the 
prevalence of narrow buildings which mar the archi-
tectural harmony of our finest streets. The Western 
Market and the Eastern Market are examples of large 
sites crying for development on a large scale. Let us 
hope that the authorities will not perpetuate the piece-
meal splitting up of fine properties, but that something 
approaching the unity and size of the Columbushaus in 
the Potsdamer Platz, Berlin, the Esseltehaus in Stock-
holm and of many other large buildings in foreign 
cities, will result when that development is carried out. 

RAILWAY STATION 	 STUTTGART 

"The finest of its type in Germany" 



Another curious paradox is our ragged skyline, al-
though the current regulation limiting the height of 
buildings was, I understand, designed to endow the city 
silhouette with a certain measure of uniformity. It seems 
to me that zoning- as practised in New York and other 
American cities would encourage the amalgamation of 
numbers of small sites having frontages of as low as 
12 feet and in their, place and, without sacrificing the 
amenities, bring about the development of large sites 
to the betterment of our city from the points of view 
of both Architectural design and property values. 

We badly need a city square, a forum. St. Paul's 
Cathedral, for instance, should be moved to another site; 
probably the town hall will be—some day ! Their sites 
do not do justice to the important institutions which 
they serve, nor to the city itself. The existing sites 
should be developed as open spaces which people abroad 
regard as a peculiarly Australian phenomenon. The 
Italian Piazza, the Platz in every German town or even 
the tiny squares which break the eternal grey of Lon-
don's gloom do not have their counterpart here. 

Such cities as Geneva on Lake Geneva, Dublin on 
the Liffey and Paris on the Seine are evenly developed 
on both sides of their respective waterways. I feel that 
our own noble stream—the Yarra—should have received 
something more attractive than factories and galvanised 
iron sheds on the South Melbourne side. Much of the 
charm of a city such as one of those I have mentioned 
is due to the lake or river being in the centre of the 
city and not merely flowing around it. 

Colour is lacking in Melbourne. One has only to 
remember Regent Street with its flower boxes, the lively 
blue and gold of modern Dutch buildings or the colour 
of frescoed walls of Swiss and German cities and bright 
terra-cotta hues of Italian towns to realise that our city 
is drab. 

We need so many things. We need new highways 
carving through the chaos between the city and Port 
Melbourne and our airport. The adoption of such a 

plan would make more feasible the development of 
suitable areas for re-housing, which is so vital a neces-
sity to the community. Above all, we must town-plan 
for the future—procrastination must cease—zoning our 
factories and residential areas, etc., and ensuring the 
coherent and logical expansion of the city. 

After the war an enterprising and energetic muni 
cipality in Amsterdam acquired all the available build-
ing land in the city. Henceforth prospective builders 
were compelled to buy land from the Municipality at 
the Municipality's price, which incidentally was quite 
a fair one. Any land not built on within a year reverted 
automatically to the Municipality. A competent design 
committee was established and exercised discriminating 
control over the aesthetic quality of all building pro-
jects. I think most visitors to the Dutch capital will 
agree that the results justify the means. 

A change of vogue is not a change of heart. Surely 
we can make a beginning. Poorer cities have achieved 
so much. It has been estimated that the population of 
Australia within 300 years will reach 280,000,000. Of 
this total Melbourne must contain, at least, 10,000,000. 
This implies ultimate radical changes in the city plan. 
Is it hoping too much that in the future the Lord 
Mayor of our local Utopia will paraphrase William Pitt 
after Austerlitz and say "Roll up the map of 
Melbourne" ? 

During his travels abroad, Mr. Ward made a series 
of over one hundred and fifty travel sketches which he 
has brought back to Melbourne. 

The sketches, which cover a wide range- of crayon, 
brush and pencil drawings and represent subjects in 
many countries, were exhibited at a recent general meet-
ing of the Institute when the high standard of their 
technique aroused keen interest. 

The illustrations to this article have been selected 
from the series. 

NOTES OF GENERAL INTEREST 
His Excellency the Lieutenant-Governor has appointed 

Mr. John S. Gawler (F.) (nominated by the Melbourne 
University) and Messrs. W. S. P. Godfrey (F.) and 
Stanley T. Parkes (A.) (nominated by Registered Archi-
tects) to membership of the Architects Registration 
Board for a further term, until the 9th April, 1940. 

Mr. Serpell has been appointed a member of the 
Committee of Economics which has been established 
by the Building Industry Congress to prepare statistics 
and graphic records in relation to trends affecting the 
building industry and from time to time to advise the 
B.I.C. Council with regard thereto. 

Mr. Gawler, who represents the Board on the Build-
ing Industry Congress, has been appointed Vice-Presi-
dent of that body in place of Mr. Charles E. Serpell 
(F.) who has resigned because of pressure of other 
business. 

Mr. Kingsley A. Henderson (F.) has been appointed 
a member of the Canberra Planning and Development 
Committee. The purpose of the Committee is to advise 
the Federal Government, as occasion arises, regarding 
the questions of adherence to the Plan of Canberra and 
the future development of that City. 
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Mr. Alan Derwent 
Dixon, a member of 
the staff of Messrs. 
Meldrum & Noad, 
Architects, has been 
admitted to Associate 
Membership of the 
Institute. Mr. Dixon, 
who matriculated at 
the Melbourne Gram-
mar School, is a 
Bachelor of Architec-
ture of the Melbourne 

Mr. Alan Dixon 
	

present time he is en- 
University. A t the 

gaged on a tour over- 
seas for the purpose of developing his architectural 
education and experience. 

Mr. S. C. Brittingham (F.) recently left Melbourne 
to visit Europe and whilst abroad will investigate archi-
tectural and town planning developments. 

The Institute Council has appointed Messrs. Leslie 
M. Perrott (Chairman), Alec S. Eggleston, Robert B. 
Hamilton, K. a'B. Klingender, Charles E. Serpell (Fel-
lows), Marcus R. Barlow, Robert S. Demaine, W. O. 
McCutcheon, Stanley T. Parkes and O. A. Yuncken 
(Associates) to comprise the membership of the 
R.V.I.A. Building Regulations Committee for the ensu-
ing year. 

Mr. F. B. Tompkins (F.), accompanied by his wife 
and daughter, has returned to Melbourne after having 
spent three months in South Africa. Mr. Tompkins is 
particularly impressed by the assistance which is being 
given by the Government in Johannesburg and other 
cities in South Africa in the erection of well-designed 
flats for the housing of low-wage earners. The Govern-
ment is advancing loans for this purpose at 2% interest 
and the flats are being made available to approved 
tenants at rentals of 15/- per week. 

Mr. R. JVe.rtrnore 
the Melbourne and 
Swinburne Technical Colleges. Mr. Westmore then 
completed the course at the Atelier and later was suc-
cessful in passing the examination qualifying for nomin-
ation to Associateship. He is a member of the staff of 
Mr. Marcus R. Barlow, Architect. 

Mr. Gerald W. Vanheems (F.), who, with Mr. 
W. P. Conolly (F.) is the joint Architect- for the 
towers and spires of St. Patrick's Cathedral, recently 
addressed a luncheon gathering of the Victoria Cen-
tenary Club regarding "Spires and Their Beauty." 

Messrs. A. J. Ainslie (Chairman), Alec S. Eggleston 
(Fellows), John R. Freeman, E. Keith Mackay and 
Stanley T. Parkes (Associates) have been appointed 
members of the House Committee of the Institute for 
the year 1938-39. 

-+ 

Mr. H. Vivian Taylor (A.) gave an address entitled 
"Acoustic Enjoyment of Music and Speech" at a recent 
luncheon of the Legacy Club. 

Mr. L. Garrard Cahn (A.) has transferred to Sydney 
where he intends to carry on his practice. 

Mr. Raymond Vic-
tor Westmore, who 
has been elected an 
Associate Member of 
the Institute, is the 
holder of the Dip-
loma of Architectural 
Design of the Uni-
versity of Melbourne 
Architectural Atelier. 
After having attend-
ed All Saints' Gram-
mar School for se-
condary education, he 
studied architecture at 

OFFICERS OF THE INSTITUTE FOR 1938-39 

President Alec S. Eggleston Hon. Secretary ... ... W. O. McCutcheon 
Past-President ._. F. L. Klingender Hon. Assistant Secretary 	E. Keith Mackay 
Vice-President Leslie M. Perrott Hon. Treasurer .. 	... 	O. A. Yuncken 
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Secretary of the Institute ... John B. Islip 
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COLLINS ST. ANZAC HOUSE MELBOURNE 

NEW Anzac House, to the design of S. T. Parkes, 
Oakley and Parkes, Architects, has taken the 
place of one of Melbourne's older buildings 
at the head: of our much beloved Collins Street. 

It is this—the eastern end 	of Collins Street we first 
think of when the name of that thoroughfare is men-
tioned; and despite its tramcars, multi-coloured signs 
and confused street lighting, we still hail it as our 
Piccadilly or, as one shopkeeper suggests with a sign 
over her doorway, a Rue de la Paix. 

In recent years Collins Street has seen many archi-
tectural changes and we are now faced by the problem 
of preserving its beauty and dignity, despite these 
changes which are inseparable from the march of Time. 
In common with other thoroughfares, Collins Street 
has witnessed the demolition of many of the older 
structures and their replacement by more efficient build- 
ings. It is only by taking stock 	  
of what we have that we 
can make suitable plans for its 
preservation and improvement. But 
what could be more difficult than 
preserving the character of "old" 
architecture in the undeveloped 
style of to-day--undeveloped in 
that it is being forcefully adapted 
to a country and climate for which 
it has not been particularly de-
signed. 

Collins Street does not rely upon 
uniformity for its charm. Its archi-
tectural styles vary, many of them-

not happily, but some at least give 
a great deal of pleasure. Others that 
may not please at first glance pro-

vide considerable interest when 
critical thought is exercised. Few 
are entirely characterless. 

In designing Anzac House, the 
Architects sought to retain the at-
mosphere of the eastern end of 
Collins Street and in seeking har 
mony they adopted a traditional 
style which it was felt would best 
suit the purpose. 

The facade of the new building 
is in Hawkesbury River Stone and 
being restrained in character takes 
its place harmoniously, among the 
older adjacent buildings such as the 
Treasury, the Melbourne Club and 
other commendable examples of 
the Victorian era. A notable feature 
of the front elevation is a boldly 
carved symbolical composition rep- 

resenting a man holding high the Lamp of Honour 
with his heel crushing the serpent of Evil. The com-
position was sculptured by Orlando Dutton. 

Anzac House has been erected by the Returned 
Sailors' and Soldiers' Imperial League of Australia, Vic-
torian Branch, to provide adequate accommodation for 
the administration of the League's many activities. Pre-
viously the League had occupied premises at 151 Collins 
Street for many years, but these became unsuitable and 
were sold and have since been demolished to provide 
for extensions to an adjoining building. 

The site has a frontage of 58 feet and a depth of 145 
feet and the building, which is of brick and reinforced 
concrete construction, - consists of four storeys and a 
basement the caretaker's quarters being on the roof. 

The major portion of the ground floor is occupied 
by the Victorian Branch of the League, and includes a 

council room, - measuring 	38 
feet by 27 feet. The com-
mittee and club rooms and other 
activities of the League are ac-
commodated on the first and se-
cond floors. 

The children's health clinic, 
which provides free of charge the 
services of a doctor and a trained 
nurse for the benefit of children of 
ex-service men, is housed on the 
first -floor. Other services which are 
provided by the League for the as-
sistance of returned sailors and sol-
diers and their children are the 
Employment and Vocational Guid-
ance Bureaux, The Educational Ser-
vice to War Orphans is also con-
trolled from the new headquarters. 
This department, for the purposes 
of which the -sum of £23,000 was 
subscribed by ex-service men from 
war gratuities, has provided many 
educational benefits, including 
travelling scholarships. In addition, 
between- £2000 and £3000 is spent 
annually in relieving distress among 
returned sailors and soldiers and 
their dependents. 

In the new building, the League 
has also provided accommodation 
for the Returned Army Nurses' 
Club, which is housed on the second 
floor. The front portions of the 
ground floor and the third and 
fourth floors have been planned 
and equipped for letting as profes-
sional suites. 

Detail of Sculpture 
on Front, Elevation 
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ANZAC HOUSE 

FRONT ELEVATION 

Architects: 

S. T. PARKES — OAKLEY & PARKES 

Illustration by courtesy of Norman A. Taylor, Builder 
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ANZAC HOUSE 

MAIN ENTRANCE 

Architects: 

S. T. PARKES — OAKLEY & PARKES 
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ANZAC HOUSE 

The Inner Screen Doors to the Main Entrance have been designed in such a way as 

to preserve the proportions of the entrance and to admit as much light as possible 

from the street. 

Architects: 

S. T. PARKES — OAKLEY & PARKES 

Illustration by courtesy of Chubb's Australian Company Limited 
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ANZAC HOUSE 

The Main Entrance and Stair Well are lined with golden vein Buchan marble. The 

ceiling is finished in a light blue tone and the floor covering is in cream colour. 

4- 

Architects: 

S. T. PARKES — OAKLEY & PARKES 

JOURNAL OF THE ROYAL VICTORIAN INSTITUTE OF ARCHITECTS 

JULY-AUGUST, 1938 





ANZAC HOUSE 

THE COUNCIL ROOM 

Panelled in Queensland maple and silky oak 

Architects: 

S. T. PARKES — OAKLEY & PARKES 

Illustration by courtesy of Thos. Duff & Bros. Pty. Ltd. 
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AERODROMES AND THEIR VICINITIES 

11 

By ERIC CHASELING, Technical Adviser on Aviation 

Ali.. Chaseling returned to Melbourne recently following 
a visit to America for the purpose of investigating air-
port facilities in that country in relation to the develop-
ment of air travel in Australia. In the following article, 
he describes aviation trends in America, particularly with 
regard to airport architecture, airline control and ground 
	  organisation. 	  

N many respects, the airports of the United States of 
America are unique. Problems of general layout have 
been studied carefully and aids to "blind" and night 
flying have been given close scrutiny. Generally, the 

authorities in that country are treating the subject of 
airport architecture in a scientific manner with an eye 
to the future expansion of the air travel industry. 

In the majority of instances, the locations of the air-
ports are good. Some aerodromes, however, are dis-
advantaged by their geographical position and the topo-
graphy of the surrounding terrain. For example, the 
airport of Salt Lake City is in a hollow surrounded by 
mountains having heights up to 11,000 feet. In Los 
Angeles, the Union Air Terminal, is situated in a small 
bowl hemmed in by hills which rise to heights up to 
4500 feet within a radius of five miles of the airport. 

Obstacles such as those I have cited tend to dislocate 
traffic and are a constant source of worry to the respon-
sible officers. Airports in such positions are subject to 
bad fog conditions which naturally restrict the continuity 
of local traffic and which are sources of danger. Further, 
the close proximity of mountainous country has an ex-
tremely detrimental effect upon radio services to and 
from travelling aircraft. The 
presence of high mountains, for 
instance, causes radio signals 
from transmitting stations to 
disintegrate into `multiple beams' 
which are very troublesome to 
safe navigation. 

An interesting question which 
is arousing considerable discus-
sion among air authorities in 
America is the regulation of 
aerodrome dimensions. T h e 
Bureau of Air Commerce is pro-
posing to adopt a new ruling 
specifying that all runways in 
landing areas for the new Doug-
las D.C.4 aeroplanes must have 
a minimum length of 6000 feet. 
Recently, the licences of 17 air-
ports—including those at Wash-
ington, D.C., Cambden and Bal-
timore—for permission to oper-
ate the Douglas D.C.3 type of 
aircraft were cancelled by the 

Bureau because of the restricted lengths of runways at 
those bases. The managements of three of the airports 
concerned propose taking legal proceedings against the 
Federal Government, they being of opinion that the 
existing runways are adequate. 

BUILDINGS 
Practically every airport in America possesses its own 

administrative buildings. These structures generally con-
sist of one or two storeys, a traffic control tower being 
situated in the centre. The buildings serve a number of 
purposes, the most important being the administrative 
offices of the airport, airline companies and Government 
officials. Other departments include ticket offices, lug-
gage and rest rooms, cafeterias—which provide excel-
lent service—and seating accommodation. 

The plan usually adopted provides the main entrance 
on the side opposite to the landing field. From this 
point of arrival passengers proceed into the main hall. 
Here are placed time tables setting out particulars re-
garding the hours of arrival and departure of the air 
liners of the various companies and progressive infor-
mation announcing whether or not the respective 
machines are flying "on time." Usually the ticket and 
luggage offices are situated in the main hall. 

Facilities are available for the dispatch and arrival of 
telegrams and mail matter. Also conveniently located in 
the administrative buildings are newspaper and magazine 
kiosks and featured in some of the larger terminals are 
cocktail bars. 

The executive offices of the airport management, the 
Government Meteorological Department and the Bureau 
of Air Commerce usually are situated on the first floor. 

Meacham Airport, Fort Worth 
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Loie Field Airport, Dallas 
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CONTROL TOWER 

The control tower is the pulse of the airport, its 
accepted position being in the centre of the building 
above the first floor. Of circular design, the control tower 
is almost entirely built of glass, thus affording the 
officer on duty an unrestricted view of the terminal and 
its approaches on all sides. 

No machine may take off or land until the airport 
Traffic Control Officer has given his permission either 
by radio or visual signal. In cases in which a machine 
equipped with radio receiver is approaching the air-
port, the pilot attunes his set to the operating frequency 
of the control tower and immediately the Control Officer 
sights the airplane, he issues landing orders by radio. 
In the event of there being any semblance of danger 
on the landing field caused by a traffic obstruction or 
other reason, the approaching aircraft is ordered to 
circle the airport until such time as the Traffic Control 
Officer gives the "all clear" signal. If the incoming 
machine is in possession of a transmitting set, a two 
way communication is conducted. If not, the Control 
Officer requests the pilot to give a visible sign—such 
as a slight banking of the machine—that he has re-
ceived his orders. 

In the event of the airship not being equipped either 
with receiving or transmitting radio, the pilot is given 
a visual signal from the control tower by medium of a 
powerful electric lamp. A green light indicates "all 
clear" but the display of a red light means the reverse 
and the pilot must remain aloft until he is given per-
mission to land. 

WEATHER DEPARTMENTS 

By its informative and unique weather chart, the 
United States Department of Agriculture gives com-
mercial aviation valuable assistance. Each of the major 
airports is serviced by a staff of meteorological officials 
whose duty it is to collect data 
every six hours from various 
parts of the Continent and to 
record same on an isobaric chart. 
This extremely useful informa-
tion is reconstructed four times 
daily and is made available to 
all airlines and private flyers 
who thus have at their disposal 
a correct picture of the prevail-
ing weather conditions in all 
parts of the United States. 

The isobaric charts provide re-
liable and speedy answers to 
many questions asked by pilots, 
such as "What are the weather 
conditions 	in 	Salt 	Lake ?" 
"What altitude is best for a 
favourable wind?" "When will 
the present squally conditions 
over the Sierra Nevada moun-
tains abate ?" "When will the 
fog at Los Angeles be cleared ?" 

The data is obtained by means of teletype transmis-
sions which are dispatched from numerous points to all 
airport receiving stations in the United States, the trans-
missions being dispatched regularly and on exact 
schedules, beginning at forty-one minutes past each 
hour. Reports are transmitted hourly from approxi-
mately 20 stations situated between San Francisco and 
Seattle, thirteen between San Francisco and San Diego 
and fifteen between San Francisco and Salt Lake City. 
At six-hourly intervals reports are received from almost 
150 airports and "off-airway" stations. 

Radio offices controlled by the Department of Com-
merce and located adjacent to the principal air terminals 
broadcast the weather sequences as soon as the collec-
tion has been completed. In the event of a material 
change in weather conditions taking place at any of the 
stations, a special report is transmitted and is broadcast 
immediately. 

Obviously a pilot who is contemplating a flight is 
interested not only in the weather conditions at the 
point of commencement but also in those which will 
affect him along the route of the journey. Therefore, 
"airway forecasts" are made available by the Weather 
Bureau at six-hourly intervals predicting the state of the 
weather for the ensuing eight hours. 

Another group of forecasts issued for aviation, agri-
cultural and general purposes is broadcast daily at 6 
a.m. and 6 p.m. These predictions relate to the period 
of thirty-six hours ahead and refer to all States and 
their major sub-divisions. 

For the assistance of pilots and to facilitate their 
interpretation of weather reports and forecasts, a large 
map is prepared each morning in the Airport Meteor-
ological Office, showing the weather conditions over 
the whole of the United States, Canada, Alaska and the 
North Pacific Ocean. This synoptic chart enables air 
mass movements to be traced readily and illustrates the 



state of the atmosphere within 
a radius of 3000 miles. 

Clear skies do not necessarily 
indicate first-class flying condi-
tions. The wind is the pre-
dominating factor. Head winds 
cause delay and, conversely, tail 
winds result in the saving of 
time and expense. On frequent 
occasions airplanes travelling in 
opposite directions over the 
same airway are favoured by tail 
winds. This peculiar circum-
stance is brought about by the 
planes travelling at different 
heights and in different wind 
currents. To obtain knowledge 
of the prevailing wind vicissi-
tudes, balloons filled with hy-
drogen gas and measuring thirty 
inches in diameter are released 
every six hours from numerous 
weather stations in America 
and from ocean vessels. The 

Aerodrome at Hills Grove, Rhode Island 

balloons rise six hundred feet per minute and 
drift with the wind current. The course is • followed 
with the aid of a theodolite. Angular readings are re-
corded each minute and from these the direction and 
force of the wind at various altitudes are calculated. 
The San Francisco airport, which has operated a Weather 
Bureau balloon station since 1927, transmits reports 
four times daily by teletype to all leading terminals in 
the United States and, in addition, the information is 
broadcast regularly by the radio station operated by the 
Department of Commerce. 

Data regarding the structure of the atmosphere, in-
cluding such matters as temperature, pressure and mois-
ture content, is now recorded and published by over 
twenty stations in America. Airplanes to which recording 
instruments are attached ascend daily to high altitudes 
for the purpose of gathering this information. Each 
pilot is in constant communication by radio with his 
ground station and embellishes his automatically re-
corded data by making verbal reports regarding the 
thickness of cloud layers, altitudes of rain, snow and 
ice, the extent of atmospheric turbulence, etc. 

Teletype equipment is used in most instances for the 
transmission of information between airway stations. 
Mostly such communications consist of weather data 
but occasionally urgent messages regarding changes or 
interruptions in the operation of navigational aids— 

such as radio broadcasts, beacon and boundary lights, 
and field obstructions—are transmitted. Emergency an-
nouncements of any nature are given priority. 

Perhaps the most important equipment installed in 
the meteorological office is the Wind Indicating and 
Recording System, by means of which a continuous 
record of wind direction and speed is provided. Fluctu-
ations are recorded instantaneously; thus it is possible 
to forecast at all times and with a remarkable degree of 
accuracy any tendency towards the development of gusty 
conditions, which necessitate careful attention in the 
landing and take-off of aircraft. The device is operated 
by electricity. 

Other instruments include an anemometer (which is 
used for the purpose of checking the findings of the 
wind recorder) , a mercurial barometer, barograph, psy-
chrometer, maximum and minimum thermometers, rain 
gauge, and equipment for calculating the height of 
clouds. 

Records of weather conditions are filed systematically 
at all main airport stations and copies are sent monthly 
to the United States Weather Bureau headquarters. In 
the main, of course, they are used by airway officials 
but the information is availed of also by Courts of 
Law, newspapers, civic and industrial organisations and 
private individuals. 

CURRENT ARCHITECTURAL WORKS 
Illustrated on the following pages are four notable 

building projects for the execution of which, under the 

direction of members of the Institute, contracts have 
been signed or for which preparations are being made, 
viz.:— 

1. The Howey Estate Building at the corner of Swan-
ston and Little Collins Streets, Melbourne. 

2. The Presbyterian Church, North Road, Ormond. 
3. The Castlemaine Hospital. 
4. New premises in Collins Street, Melbourne, for the 

Victorian Government Tourist Bureau. 
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CURRE\T 

THE 

HOWEY ESTATE 

BUILDING 

SWANSTON STREET, 

MELBOURNE 

Architect: 

MARCUS R. BARLOW 



- 	 

ARCHITECTURAL WOR <S 

Architect: Louis R. Williams 
THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, ORMOND 

THE CASTLEMAINE HOSPITAL 

Architects: Yuncken, Freeman, Freeman & Griffiths 
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CURRENT ARCHITECTURAL WORKS 
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NEW PREMISES IN COLLINS STREET, MELBOURNE, FOR THE VICTORIAN GOVERNMENT TOURIST BUREAU 

Architects: LESLIE M. PERROTT & PARTNERS 
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THE LIBRARY 
"SMALLER RETAIL SHOPS" 

Review by BEST OVEREND (A.) 

It has been said of the emporiums of the East that 
their meagre and poor shop-fronts have been cultivated 
to impress upon the realistic Oriental the lowness of 
the capital cost and overhead expenses pertaining thereto 
and the consequent greater value (for him) of the 
goods displayed. 

Diametrically opposite to this is the Western appre-
ciation of the advertising value of display. "Smaller 
Retail Shops" by Bryan and Norman Westwood, a copy 
of which has been acquired for the R.V.I.A. Library, 
exemplifies this approach and records by means of in-
valuable data, drawings and photographs, the efficiency 
of the "resident salesman." 

In the East, as I have implied, the customer knows 
that he pays for the shop-front, and valuable goods 
are stored in scarred and blank counters, the shop-front 
—generally of uninviting wooden shutters—being re-
moved as a prelude to the opening of the shop each 
morning. 

"Smaller Retail Shops" is an extremely valuable addi-
tion to the Library. Sites and sales value; traffic, parking, 
and entrances ; plan elements ; windows; blinds ; signs ; 
pavement lights; surfaces; shop types; fixtures and fit-
tings; floor and wall coverings; electric lighting; heating 
and other services ; protection ; selected examples in 
detail--all these indicate, as sectional headings, the 
scope of the book. The classified data and drawn details 
have applicability and are arranged in a convenient 
fashion. 

The authors stress numbers of important points, e.g., 
"the shop is to sell as well as the window and the 
goods are to give the character ... an efficient unpre-
tentiousness is the desirable . . . the functions—to re-
ceive in bulk, to sell in small quantities, to dispatch 

.. the apt presentation of goods ... the influence of 
traffic on siting ..." 

Amusing sketches, of an artful simplicity, assist in 
creating the third dimension of pictorial value to the 
drawings and photographs which are presented. 

UNIVERSITY 
ARCHITECTURAL ATELIER 

N exhibition of the work of students attending the 
University of Melbourne Architectural Atelier 
was opened on Monday, 29th August, at the 
Demonstration Theatre of the Metropolitan Gas 

Company, Flinders Street, Melbourne. 

Speaking at the opening, the Director of the Atelier 
(Mr. Leighton Irwin) said that the main purpose of the 
exhibition was to demonstrate to practising architects 
and the public the nature of the work being performed 
by students. The drawings and modelling exhibited were 
prepared by students under conditions similar to those 
which would apply in an architect's office. 

The Chancellor of the Melbourne University (Sir 
James Barrett) declared that the architectural profession 
was closely related to all other professions. In recent 
years it had assutried a prominent place in educational 
spheres and the University Council was taking such steps 
as its financial resources permitted to increase the status 
of the Degree Course in Architecture. The University 
had appointed a special committee to consider the pro- 

posai made by the Institute for the establishment of a 
Chair of Architecture, and it was possible that an 
approach would be made to the Government for assist-
ance in giving effect to the requirements of the profes-
sion in that direction. 

The President of the Institute (Mr. Alec S. Eggle-
ston), in declaring the exhibition open, said that a vast 
change had taken place since the beginning of the pre-
sent century in the art of architectural training. Students 
were now allowed more freedom in the presentation of 
their ideas, compared with earlier times when mech-
anical accuracy, neatness and defined lines were deemed 
essentials. The President congratulated the Director and 
his staff upon the high quality of work being produced 
by the Atelier and expressed the view that the general 
standard was at least as high as that of leading schools 
of design overseas. 

(Illustrations of two domestic subjects which were 
included in the exhibition are reproduced on the fol-
lowing pages.) 
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ATELIER EXHIBITION 

SECOND YEAR PROJET 
By H. J. TA N D Y 
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ATELIER EXHIBITION 

ALL YEARS WORK 

By TREVOR BAIN 



MINUTES OF 

GENERAL  MEETING OF THE INSTITUTE 
HELD AT KELVIN HALL. ON WEDNESDAY, 10th AUGUST, 1938, AT 8 P.M. 

Present.—Council Members—Messrs. Alec S. Eggle-
ston (President) , A. J. Ainslie, Leslie M. Perrott, Charles 
E. Serpell (Fellows) , Robert S. Demaine, E. Keith 
Mackay, W. O. McCutcheon, Stanley T. Parkes, John 
F. D. Scarborough and O. A. Yuncken (Associates) . 
The attendance registers recorded the presence of 51 
other members and 45 visitors. 

In Attendance.—Mr. John B. Islip (Secretary) . 
Visitors.—The President extended a welcome to the 

visitors, particularly to Mr. and Mrs. C. W. H. Ward, 
Miss Lucy Oastler, the Secretary of the Master Builders' 
Association of Victoria (Mr. Jas. W. Neilson) , the 
Hon. Secretary of the Students' Society of the Institute 
(Mr. C. M. Morgan), the Editor of 'Building and 
Construction" (Mr. E. W. Norwood), Mr. S. J. B. 
Hart, representing the Forests Commission of Victoria, 
and Mr. Frank W. Murphy. 

Minutes.—On the motion of Mr. Scarborough, se-
conded by Mr. Demaine, the minutes of the General 
Meeting held on the 6th July, which had been published 
in the "Journal of the R.V.I.A.," were taken as read 
and were confirmed. 

Apologies.—Apologies for non-attendance were re-
ceived from Messrs. Geo. R. King (Hon. F.), W. A. M. 
Blackett, T. J. Buchan, John S. Gawler, Marcus W. 
Martin, P. H. Meldrum, Roy K. Stevenson (Fellows), 
John H. Harriott, F. D. Harris and Ewen C. Laird 
(Associates). Apologies were received also from the 
Minister of Public Works (the Hon. G. L. Goudie) , 
Sir Harold Luxton, the President of the Building Indus-
try Congress of Victoria (Mr. T. A. Pemberton), the 
Chairman of the Plywood Association of Victoria (Mr. 
E. O. Romcke), the Town Clerk of Melbourne (Mr. 
H. S. Wootton), the President of the Legacy Club (Mr. 
J. G. Gillespie) and Mr. Cyril C. Kelly. 

Membership.— (a) The Hon. Secretary (Mr. •McCut-
cheon) introduced to the President the following-
named new members who had been elected to Associ-
ateship at the previous General Meeting and who had 
signed declarations that they would observe the Consti-
tution and Articles of Association of the Institute:—
Miss Edith C. Ingpen and Messrs. Max Collard, A. D. 
Dixon (in absentia) , Stanley G. Garrett, T. J. Harding, 
Iain T. Murray, F. S. Neuss, J. C. Paul and Raymond 
Schmerberg. 

The President welcomed the new Associates to the 
membership of the Institute and in doing so expressed 
the hope that in their practices they would strive to 
uphold the status and preserve the ethics of the 
profession. 

(b) Mr. Demaine and Mr. K Bruce Kemp (A.) 
were appointed scrutineers in respect of a ballot for the 
election of Mr. John McMahon Keane to Associateship 
of the Institute. The President announced later that 
the candidate had been elected. 

Building Regulations.—The Chairman of the R.V.I.A. 
Building Regulations Committee (Mr. Perrott) reported 
that, together with Mr. Kingsley A. Henderson (F.) 
and Mr. McCutcheon, he had conferred with representa-
tives of the Traffic and Building Regulations Committee 
of the Melbourne City Council during the previous 
week and had submitted proposals for the amendment 
of the City Building Regulations with a view to bring-
ing them into line with modern requirements. 

The conference had discussed the proposals at some 
length and it had been agreed that an itemised state-
ment be prepared by the Institute setting out the 
reasons which actuated it in making each of its 35 pro-
posals, subject to which the City Council would be 
prepared to give detailed attention to this matter. 

Accordingly, a statement on the lines suggested was 
in course of preparation, it being proposed that it be 
handed to the City Council's Committee at a further 
conference to be arranged. 

Mr. Perrott was thanked for his report and for the 
attention which the Building Regulations Committee 
was giving to this matter. 

"Timber Homer" Competitions.—The President for-
mally announced the awards made in the "Timber 
Homes" competitions, 1938, which had been promoted 
by the Timber Development Association of Victoria. 
The results, including reproductions of the premiated 
drawings, had been published in the current issue of 
the "Journal of the R.V.I.A." and a public exhibition 
of all designs submitted in the competitions was being 
conducted in the Display Rooms of the State Electricity 
Commission of Victoria, Flinders Street, Melbourne. 

Haddon Architectural Scholarship.—The President 
presented the following stated awards which had been 
made by the Board of Architectural Education in respect 
of the Robert and Ada Haddon Architectural Scholar-
ship of the R.V.I.A. for the year 1938:- 

(1) Travelling Scholarship to the value of £300, the 
R.V.I.A. Silver Medal and the accompanying certificate 

Mr. Max Collard (A.) . 

(2) The President's Prize and the accompanying cer-
tificate—Mr. E. J. Walker (A.) . 

(3) Certificate of Honourable Mention—Mr. E. W. 
Howarth. 

The successful competitors returned thanks for the 
awards with which they had been presented. 

Golf.—The President announced arrangements which 
had been made for the holding of the annual golf 
match between members of the R.V.I.A. and the Insti-
tution of Engineers, Australia, Melbourne Division, on 
the links of the Commonwealth Golf Club on Friday, 
the 19th August, particulars regarding which had been 
sent to all members of the Institute. The President, on 
behalf of the House Committee, urged that as many 
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members as possible should take part in the match and 
avail themselves of the opportunity to meet their pro-
fessional colleagues in an informal atmosphere. 

Library.—The Hon. Librarian (Mr. Scarborough) 
drew the special attention of members and students to 
the high value of the R.V.I.A. Library. It was pointed 
out that the usefulness of the Library to Architects had 
been greatly increased as a result of the arrangement 
which had been made between the R.V.I.A. and the 
Institutions of Chemists, Engineers, Refrigerating En-
gineers and Surveyors, whereby the comprehensive 
libraries of the Allied Societies had been catalogued 
and housed jointly at Kelvin Hall. 

In the Allied Societies' Library—of which the 
R.V.I.A. section formed a part—members had at their 
disposal perhaps the most valuable collection of archi-
tectural works in the southern hemisphere. New books 
containing useful information regarding trends in archi-
tectural and building practice generally in other lands 
were being added to the Library each month. In addi-
tion, the section devoted to periodicals included the 
leading architectural publications of the British Isles, 
Australia, Canada, South Africa, New Zealand, Japan, 
America, and Russia. 

Mr. Scarborough said that, notwithstanding the exten-
sive use which members and students (particularly the 
latter) were now making of this important branch of 
the Institute's activities, he felt that if the value of the 
Library were better known and fully appreciated still 
larger numbers would avail themselves of the vast 
store of knowledge which it contained. 
(The Library is open daily from 9.15 a.m. to 5.15 p.m.) 

St. Andrew's Cathedral.—The designs which had 
been prepared by the Victorian entrants (Mr. A. R. 
La Gerche and Messrs. Scarborough, Robertson and 
Love) in the architectural competition for the remodel-
ling or the rebuilding of St. Andrew's Cathedral, Syd-
ney, were exhibited at the meeting. 

Timber Seasoning Class.—The President announced 
that during the week commencing Monday, the 3rd 
October, the Division of Forests Products of the Coun- 
cil for Scientific and Industrial Research, would con-
duct a course in Timber Seasoning. The course would 
consist of lectures, tests for moisture content of timber, 
preparation of sample boards, kiln drying, and visits to 
air-drying yards and kiln installations, the lectures and 
practical work to be held at the Division's headquarters, 
Yarra Bank Road, South Melbourne. It was announced 
that there would not be any charge for the taking of 
the course and that further particulars were available 
upon application to the Secretary of the R.V.I.A. 

Continental Architecture.—An illustrated address 
dealing with Continental Architecture was " given by 
Mr. D. C. Ward (A.), the winner of the Haddon 
Travelling Scholarship for the year 1934. (An abstract 
of the lecture under the title of "New Lamps for Old" 
is published on earlier pages of the Journal.) 

In his remarks, Mr. Ward, who had returned to 
Melbourne recently following a world tour extending 
over a period of four years, dealt particularly with 
trends in design and construction. in Finland and 
Sweden. 

A vote of thanks to Mr. Ward for the giving of his 
address was moved by Mr. McCutcheon, representing 
the Board of Architectural Education, and after having 
been seconded by the President, was carried with 
acclamation. 

Atelier Exhibition. Mr. Scarborough announced that 
an exhibition of the work of University Atelier students 
would be held in  the showrooms of the Metropolitan 
Gas Company, Flinders Street, Melbourne, during the 
week commencing on Monday, the 29th August. Mem-
bers of the Institute were urged to make a special en-
deavour to visit the display. 

The meeting closed with the serving of light 
refreshments. 

GOLF MATCH 
The annual golf match between representatives of 

the R.V.I.A. and the Institution of Engineers, Aus-
tralia, Melbourne Division, was held on the links of 
the Commonwealth Golf Club at Oakleigh on Friday, 
19th August. The match, which was arranged by the 

R.V.I.A. 
A. W. Purnell- J. E. McCleery 
C. P. Smart-R. Marsh 
J. H. Wardrop-J. W. Wright 
M. R. Barlow-S. T. Parkes 
H. V. Taylor-L. Downie 
J. B. Islip-R. Hay 
K. a'B. Klingender-O. A. Yuncken 
J. H. Harriott-J. C. Paul 
Eric Hughes-C. J. Orme 
Keith Mackay-H. J. Tribe 
C. L. Cummings-L. D. San Miguel 
A. J. Ainslie-H. J. Mackennal 
R. S. Demaine-W. A. Shum 
G. D. Garvin-G. J. Sutherland 
Bruce Sutherland-J. Wallace Crabbe 

House Committee of the Institute, was keenly contested 
by 60 players and was heartily enjoyed by all. 

Played as four-ball best-ball against bogey, the fixture 
included 15 games and resulted in a win for the 
R.V.I.A. by 10 games to 4, one being squared. 

The individual matches resulted as follow:— 

I.E.A. 
d. F. R. Oldfield-C. H. Kernot 
d. E. J. Bert-F. R. Lucas 
d. Telford Smith-M. G. Dempster 
d. R. H. A. Cochrane-F. West 
d. G. N. Bedford-W. B. Nelson 
d. L. T. Butler-F. A. L. Maw 
d. C. W. Candy-R. H. Chandler 
d. D. E. Baldwin-C. V. Vaughan 
d. H. H. Gray-C. E. Tuxen 
d. A. A. Bell-H. S. Gibbs 
square M. E. Macdonald-E. Woodrow 
lost to C. S. Steele-J. M. Ashworth 
lost to J. M. Thompson-H. P. Reinback 
lost to R. P. Norris-R. A. Golding 
lost to R. O. Boyce-C. D. Seabrook 
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QUANTITIES 
AGREEMENT WITH MASTER BUILDERS 

The Council of the Institute publishes hereunder a (4) 
copy of an agreement regarding Quantities which has 
been signed on behalf of the R.V.I.A. and the Master 
Builders' Association of Victoria. 

The Council feels that the adoption of the agree-
ment will bring about standard practice between Archi-
tects and Builders in the matter of Quantities and thus 
will be of general benefit to the building industry of 
Victoria. 

AGREEMENT 
(1) For all Residential Work costing more than 

£5000 and for which competitive tenders are pub-
licly invited, Quantities shall be provided. 

(2) For all Residential Work costing less than £7000 
and for which not more than six tenders are priv-
ately obtained, Quantities shall not be required. 
For all other work costing more than £6000 and 
for which competitive tenders are publicly invited, 
Quantities shall be provided. 

(5)  

(6)  

(7)  
(3) 

For all other work costing less than £8000, and 
for which not more than four -tenders are priv-
ately obtained, Quantities shall not be required. 

In cases in which the work is of a repetitive char-
acter and the Architect is of opinion that Quanti-
ties are not necessary, the matter may be referred 
for decision to the President of the Royal Victorian 
Institute of Architects and the Executive of the 
Master Builders' Association of Victoria. 

In cases in which Quantities are not provided, 
ample time shall be allowed tenderers to compute 
their own estimates. For all work costing more 
than £5000, each tenderer shall be allowed a mini-
mum of five days to compute his estimates. 

This agreement shall operate forthwith until 30th 
June, 1940, at the least and shall not cease until 
the expiration of three months' notice given by 
either party to the other. 

BRITISH ARCHITECTS' CONFERENCE 
DUBLIN, 1939 

The Institute Council has received advice from the 
R.I.B.A. to the effect that the Annual Conference of 
British Architects next year and the Centenary Cele-
brations of the Rval Institute of the Architects of 
Ireland are to be held in Dublin from the 21st to the 
24th June, 1939. 

The R.I.B.A. states that it is always glad on these 
occasions to have the company of visitors from overseas 
and if any members of the Royal Victorian Institute 
are likely to be in the British Isles at that time, they 
are invited to communicate direct with the Secretary 
of the R.I.B.A. (Sir Ian MacAlister) who would be 
pleased to send them copies of the programme. 

MILLED LINING 
The Standards Association of Australia announces 

the issue for public comment of draft Parts II. and III. 
to the Standard Specification for Milled Lining. 

Part II. refers to the Eucalypt and Brush Timbers of 
New South Wales and Queensland and deals with the 
matters of scope (including details relating to all tim-
bers which come under the jurisdiction of the draft) , 
method of specifying, moisture content, profiles, face 
area, and grade descriptions. 

Part III. of the Standard Specification deals with 
Hoop and Bunya Pine. 

The draft specification, copies of which may be 
obtained gratis from the office of the Standards Associ-
ation, 422 Collins Street, Melbourne, C.1, has been pre-
pared by the Association with the co-operation of the 
Forest Products Division of the Council for Scientific 
and Industrial Research. 

Statements contained in articles and letters which are 
published in the Journal should be regarded as being 
the opinions of their authors and not as representative 

expressions of the Institute. 
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