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PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS 
DELIVERED BY THE PRESIDENT, MR. ALEC S. EGGLESTON, AT THE 
ANNUAL MEETING OF THE INSTITUTE HELD ON 30th MARCH, 1938 

My Lord Mayor and Gentlemen, 

T will not be necessary for me to burden you with a 
long address this evening as the Annual Report may 
be said to cover the ground very adequately as a 
record of the year's work. It behoves me, however, 

to add a few words on my own behalf concerning 
Executive work and its responsibilities. After twelve 
months in office, one is in a position to have gained 
some insight into the working of the Profession and its 
effect upon civic life generally, and it can be said with-
out hesitation that the influence of the Royal Victorian 
Institute of Architects is growing steadily. 

Thanks to the efforts of your Council and the Sec-
retary we have been able to take our place in civic 
affairs and to tender advice in various directions which 
has been most helpful to those requiring it. 

First may I offer sincerest thanks to all those members 
of Council and of Committees who have loyally con- 
tributed to the year's programme It is the custom among 
a certain class of members to ask "What is the Institute 
doing?" The best cure for such a spirit of criticism is 
a seat on the Council. 

Critics, however, are generally too engrossed in their 
own interests to undertake to foster the interests of their 
fellow members; and so I expect the work will continue 
to be done by the few. I sometimes wish we could have 
a complete reversal, a completely new Council, and 
allow those not doing the work now to undertake the 
responsibilities of the Institute and realise how much 
is being done for their benefit. 

SLUM ABOLITION 

The agitation concerning the Housing Bill during 
the recent session of Parliament enabled the Institute to 
co-operate with the Building Industry Congress in a 
vigorous protest against some of the contentious clauses 
of the Bill, and although we expressed ourselves whole-
heartedly in favour of slum abolition and re-housing we 
did not hesitate to condemn those proposals which we 
considered unsound. The result was a very definite modi-
fication of the Bill in the direction we had suggested. 

It seems a pity that the Housing Commission does not 
include an Architect in its personnel but as the Govern-
ment has promised that it will avail itself of our offered  

assistance later on we probably will be of service in an 
advisory capacity. 

Recently members of the Civic Service Committee of 
the Institute visited Ballarat and advised the City Coun-
cil with regard to the proposed new Civic Centre. Rep-
resentatives of the Committee inspected all suggested 
sites and made a report and recommendation for which 
we have received the thanks of the Ballarat Council. 

In this way I think we have opened up a new field of 
service in making available the specialised knowledge 
of the Institute in advising municipal bodies with regard 
to building projects and town planning principles. 

Educational matters have been proceeding favourably 
during the year and the system of recognition by the 
Visiting Board of the Institute has proved to be a satis-
factory method of maintaining a high standard both at 
the University and at the Technical Schools. 

R.A.I.A. 

Educational difficulties with the Australian Institute 
have been cleared up to a great extent and we see clearer 
weather ahead. 

As one of your representatives on the R.A.I.A. Coun-
cil I have had an opportunity to form my opinion 
regarding the operations of that body and I must say 
that I am impressed by the great amount of honorary 
work which is performed by the Hon. Registrar and the 
Hon. Secretary. We must realise that the present system 
cannot continue indefinitely and if the R.A.I.A. is to 
be allowed to develop further and to assume additional 
responsibilities then we will be faced with the prospect 
of greatly increased overhead in the future. 

At the Annual Meetings of the R.A.I.A. Council 
which were held in Adelaide recently the R.A.I.A. per 
capita levy was increased from 10/- to £1/1/- per 
annum. Although the Council of the Royal Victorian 
Institute on several occasions has expressed strong opposi-
tion to the principle of an increase in the federal levy, 
the Council being of the opinion that the R.A.I.A. is 
taking over functions which should be exercised by the 
State bodies, I personally regarded the increase as inevit-
able in view of the large amount of clerical work which 
is being performed. In fact, if the present development 
continues I foresee other increases in the future. 



	~-~----~ 

Ever since the establishment of the R.A.I.A. some 
years ago Victoria has stood consistently for the prin-
ciple of local government in relation to Institute affairs. 
I feel strongly that if the Profession is to render its 
best work in the advancement of Architecture—and this 
applies particularly to Victoria—the principle of local 
government through the Royal Victorian Institute is the 
very best system of administration available. Although 
we may not favour the centralization policy which the 
operations of the R.A.I.A. have reflected in recent times, 
we realise that we are in the Australian Institute and, 
therefore, will give it loyal service. At the same time 
we should persist with our view—and take strong steps 
to see that it is put into effect—that the successful future 
of the Profession in Victoria is largely dependant upon 
the active and virile State government of the Profession 
through the Royal Victorian Institute. Our representa-
tives on the R.A.I.A. Council are endeavouring to get 
the Australian Institute to delegate to us powers with 
regard to education and other matters which will enable 
us to carry on our work successfully. 

' I feel some mention should be made of the service 
of Mr. Serpell who year in and year out has represented 
Victoria so ably on the R.A.I.A. Council. His wonder-
ful memory and sound judgment have been invaluable 
to this Institute. 

Although the Presidency of the Institute is a position 
of responsibility and entails much hard work and some 
anxiety, yet it has many compensations. It forms a kind 
of post graduate course in professional practice, and 
enables the holder of the office to study many aspects 
of our Profession which otherwise would never come 
under his notice. The cordial kindness of members is 
a source of very great satisfaction, and the promptitude 
and willingness of our secretarial staff enormously 
lighten the burden. 

ETHICS 

The aspect of Architectural life from within, how-
ever, is not entirely satisfactory. Our Code of Ethics is 
a very brief document, but it is quite long enough for 
its meaning to be perfectly clear. 

It is the golden rule expressed in Architectural terms, 
and as such is, I suppose, just as much beyond the attain-
ments 

 
 of Architects as it is of other sections of the com-

munity. All attempts to compass the height and beauty 
of this teaching must fail apart from the grace of God, 
but there is a failure which is next door to success and 
we must not alter our Code because of its difficulty of 
attainment. 	 - 

We record with gratitude that there are many who 
act with true professional courtesy and we hope for the 
day when all our members will conform to the highest 
standards. 

I have heard of one practitioner, not a member, who 
said that he had no desire to enter the Institute, as he 
could act much more freely outside. He is to be hon-
oured for his frankness and much to be preferred to 
those who inside the membership act as freely as if 
there were no Code of Ethics at all. These things ought 
not to be. We are approaching a point at which we 
must choose between regard for the rights of others,  

and a "free for all" where, Architecturally, if a man 
is not quick he is dead." 

The attitude of the senior men will largely determine 
the policy of the younger practitioners and it behoves 
us to have a care for our example. 

Let us be "The friends of all, and the enemies of 
none" and . the Profession is secure. 

Commercial methods of obtaining work—free service 
and the like—enormously increase overheads and 
eventually reduce the service given to the client. If 
the whole Profession adopts such methods we will be 
committed to a madly competitive system and reduced 
to giving each client a grandfather clock or a suite of 
furniture to win his patronage. 

I say that in all seriousness, because I do feel the 
time has come when we have to choose our course. We 
have either to be a business or a Profession. If we are 
a business let us all get to it. Let us all make the pace 
as hot as possible. That is one alternative. The other is 
to act as we believe the Profession has always acted in 
its best days ; and that is, in a spirit of true courtesy, 
to promote between ourselves an atmosphere of confid-
ence. I feel this is most important. 

SOCIALISATION 

Never was there greater need for mutual trust and 
confidence among members of our Profession than at 
present. In Australia as in other parts of the world, we 
are faced with the spectre of Socialisation, and already 
it appears that the Victorian Government is quite will-
ing to develop a large Department of Public Works in 
order to take over from private practitioners specialized 
work in hospital design and construction for which they 
have equipped themselves by years of intensive study 
and travel abroad. 

The panel system of the Charities Board indicates that 
the Board recognises the value of such special training, 
and the fact that Victorian Architects are designing hos-
pitals for all States of the Commonwealth and in the 
Dominion of New Zealand clearly proves that their 
capabilities have received wide recognition. 

The Premier (Mr. Dunstan) we are told believes he 
can save money by handing such work over to the 
Public Works Department. He feels that 6% on a 
large contract like the Melbourne Hospital is too high 
—but if we analyze the fees a little, the nett return per 
cent. to the Architect for all his preliminary study of 
the problem, and for all his subsequent responsibility, 
to say nothing of the cost of plans and specifications 
and supervision, will surely not be more than he has 
justly earned. 

I have been comparing our Profession with the 
Professions of Medicine, Surgery, and the Bar. It 
seems to me that in the Architectural Profession the 
specialist, the man who is undoubtedly at the head 
of the Profession in a special department, is at a great 
disadvantage when compared with his brother at the 
Bar or with a leading Surgeon. I should imagine as to 
leaders of the Bar that their incomes are limited only 
by the fees they charge. It may be said that the same 
applies to some extent to the leading Surgeons. The 
Architect has to face the fact that the public regards 
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six per cent. as the maximum fee, and the Premier 
regards six per cent. as a high fee. The Architect is 
limited to a six per cent. fee, out of which he has to 
pay a number of expert consultants. The result is that 
no Architect can possibly have a very large and lucrative 
practice. I think we have to face that point, and to con-
sider whether the Architect at the head of his Profes-
sion is not entitled by his experience and training, and 
by the responsibilities he undertakes, to just as much 
remuneration as the Barrister or the Surgeon. 

The Public Works Department has already made 
serious inroads into private practice in Victoria, and I 
am convinced that an accurate analysis of its costs 
would indicate that such a policy of invasion is cer-
tainly not an economy to the taxpayer. 

It behoves the Institute to speak definitely in these 
matters, for "if the trumpet gives forth an uncertain 
sound, who shall prepare himself for the battle?" To 
be effective, however, our ranks must not be divided by 
personal jealousies, and your Council must receive from 
every member the loyal support it desires and deserves. 

+ 	+ 	+ 

Mr. Kingsley Henderson.—I indicated to the Secre-
tary of the Institute this afternoon that I should like to 
say a word to-night with regard to the recently declared 
attitude of the Government. I should like first, how-
ever, to take the opportunity of proposing a very hearty. 
vote of thanks to our President for the completion of 
an extremely busy and an extremely successful year of 
office as President of the Institute; which position I 
think you will all agree he has occupied and filled with 
great success and dignity, and with great benefit to our 
Profession. 

Briefly reviewing the Annual Report I should like to 
say first that from observations I have made in all 
States of Australia, in New Zealand, and in other Eng-
lish speaking countries, I do not think there is an 
Institute of Architects anywhere which in proportion 
to the population it serves, carries on its activities with 
greater precision or with greater energy than does the 
R.V.I.A. I think the work covered by our Institute is 
simply amazing. 

It is interesting to realise that all those members of 
the Institute who have been abroad know that the Vic-
torian student who travels never has any trouble in find-
ing employment in other parts of the world. I think 
that reflects enormous credit on our Institute, and on 
the efforts made to train young Architects in this State. 

It is a perennial disappointment that the machinery 
of Registration in Victoria is so extraordinarily behind 
that in the other Australian States, but the Government 
has indicated that finality may soon be reached. The 
Architectural Profession and the Building Industry gen-
erally hope that this will be so as it is in the interests 
of all concerned that the unqualified man be eliminated. 

I do hope this Institute will, and I know it will, do 
everything it possibly can to help the Slum Abolition 
Board. I think the existence of slums . is one of the 
worst blemishes that can be found in any community. 
There is an extraordinary proportion of slums found 
in this country in comparison with that found in the 

old world. The sooner and the more efficiently those 
sore spots can be replaced by healthy areas the better. 
The Architects of this State will get enormous satis-
faction out of doing the job. I feel perfectly confident 
that the Architects in private practice and not the Public 
Works Department will do it in the long run. 

With reference to your remarks regarding ethics, Mr. 
President, I feel strongly, and I have felt for years, that 
the one cure for that is going to be the establishment 
of a Chair of Architecture at our University. I make no 
reflection on those who are carrying the burden of 
teaching at present ; but when we have in our University 
a distinguished professor, or professors, men of great 
character who would have the students with them for 
years and start them off on, the right track; men of the 
calibre of the late Sir Harrison Moore and the late Sir 
Richard Stawell; I feel then we are going to attain the 
real ethical standard in our students. 

I should like to say a few words on the recent "kite" 
which I feel our Premier has flown regarding the Public 
Works Department and the proposed new Royal Mel-
bourne Hospital. I do not believe he is serious. I think 
it is bluff, and he wants to see how the Profession is 
going to re-act. Why should he not apply the same 
principle to the builder's profits and to the profits of 
all the merchants on the job, to the people who make 
the cement and the bricks. If he is going to be logical 
he ought to eliminate profits altogether. The whole 
position is ludicrous. The Architectural work for the 
hospital has been going on already for over two years. 
It will certainly go on for another four years. If our 
brother professionals are lucky they will make one and 
a half per cent. 

I think we should ask the Premier to answer those 
questions which were asked in the Press recently by the 
Institute, as to what is the real cost of conducting the 
Architectural Department in Victoria in relation to the 
capital output. In one State the Government Architect 
has admitted that he could not carry out the work at six 
per cent. on his output for the year. If we have to make 
a fight we have almost to become political in the matter, 
and remind our students and ask them if they are con-
tent that in the future the Profession of Architecture 
shall be socialised. It is incredible that the Government 
should try to take this stand. 

I am not a great respecter of all economic ideas, but 
I do respect the ideas that economists have put forward 
that in times of prosperity—particularly in the building 
trade--the Government should defer its activities and 
allow the normal flow of private enterprise to carry on. 
The Government should conserve its resources until a 
decline takes place in normal activity, and then step in to 
keep the curve level. But the position is that the Govern-
ment threatens to step in when building figures are rising 
and there is a wave of prosperity in the building trade. 
It would rob us of our staffs, hold up our work and 
would form a competing department. The Government 
should not be active in building at the present time. It 
should wait until private enterprise slackens its activities 
and then step in. The Government took the advice of 
economists in times of depression, and it should try 
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to do so in times of relative prosperity. I hope the 
Institute will make the strongest protest it can against 
the suggestion of the Premier. I will take any share that 
I can, and I think it will be successful. 

Mr. President, I congratulate you sincerely on your 
year of office and its results ; and I hope you will long 
be spared to continue to be a member of our Profession. 

Mr. J. H. Harvey.—I should like to second the vote 
of thanks to the President for his address and for the 
Annual Report, which document amply demonstrates the 
valuable services which are rendered by this Institute. 

Regarding your references to the Australian Institute, 
Mr. President, I feel that the work which is being car- 

ried out by that body has gone far beyond the original 
conception of the Federal Institute and is being allowed 
to assume the character of unification and centralization. 

The Australian Institute appears to be gradually 
developing matters till it is in the position of a parlia-
ment and can put any taxation it likes on the members 
of the Profession. This matter is of vital importance to 
the younger members and I urge the Council to persist 
in its policy of local government, particularly as far as 
Victoria is concerned. 

The vote of thanks to the President was put to the 
meeting by Mr. Henderson and was carried with 
acclamation. 

THE LIBRARY 
Members and students of the Institute are reminded 

that all sections of the Allied Societies' Library at Kelvin 
Hall—of which the R.V.I.A. section forms a part—are 
available for their use. 

The Joint Library embraces up-to-date books and 
periodicals covering a wide range of information relat-
ing to Architecture, Engineering, Chemistry, Surveying 
and Refrigeration. 

The contents of the Library are being added to regu-
larly each month, careful attention being given to see 
that the additions are of practical value to those associ-
ated with the Allied Societies. 

The Library is open daily from 9 a.m. to 5.15 p.m. 
and members residing outside the metropolitan area may 
borrow any of its publications upon application to the 
Secretary. 

REVIEW 

One of the most useful books which has been pur-
chased for inclusion in the Library in recent weeks is 
"The Architects' Journal Library of Planned Informa-
tion, Vol. III." regarding which Mr. L. Garrard Cahn 
(A.) has written the following review for the guid-
ance of members and students:— 

"This latest addition to the spirally-bound and 'dinner 
jacketed' library of planned information maintains the 
consistently good draughtsmanship of its predecessors, 
and forms an example of precise data-classification that 
might have warmed the heart of Herbert Spencer. 

The one hundred and sixty odd sheets making up the 
volume cover a wide ground, ranging from aerodromes 
to wood preservatives. Mostly all are of reference value 
to 'Australian practitioners, a few pages on London 
building regulations and English bricks being exceptions. 

The cumulative method of production makes un-
avoidable the scattered position of various sheets on 
the same subject, but a comprehensive index largely 
offsets this disadvantage. The arrangement of super-
seding previously issued sheets by later ones prevents  

the use of out of date information, if prompt cancel-
lation is made by the owner of the book. 

A dozen or so sheets cover varieties of recent housing 
units and type plans from America and Europe, with 
cost analyses of constructional materials, finishes, equip-
ment and services. (Evidently an area of forty square 
feet for a second bedroom does not disturb the Frank-
furt municipal authorities.) The aerodrome series sets 
out patterns for runways, standard markings for flying 
fields and details of hangar equipment; while the plan-
ning of gymnasia and the arrangement and detailing of 
their apparatus are treated in another set. Data on car 
drives and approaches to garages helps to clear up any 
haziness that may exist regarding turning and backing 
spaces for car manoeuvring. 

Facts on materials, freed from manufacturers' super-
latives include asbestos-cement roofing tiles which may 
have a future in this country. Rubber-faced cement slab 
appears to be a reasonable material for use on counter 
and table tops, or as bath and shower splash surrounds, 
and the methods describing the application of aluminium 
foil insulation and the use of insulating board as per-
manent shuttering to concrete, are interesting. A new 
note in the presentation is introduced by a colour chart 
supplementing information on glazed-cement wall-
finishes. 

Among the sound and tried constructional methods 
represented, the fresh sheets on damp- and water-proof-
ing, should help to obviate the headaches often attend-
ant on these matters. Chemical sanitation, diffusing 
glass, telephone cabinets and escalators are but a few 
of the numerous other matters treated. 

The price of the book, with the added exchange 
here, probably places its ownership beyond reach of 
most students, but possession of a copy should be an 
economy for most architectural firms. Each sheet is in 
marked contrast to the disproportionate ratio between 
bulk and practical value, which the typical manufactur-
er's catalogue exhibits." 
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OBITUARY 	  

With profound sorrow and a keen sense of personal loss, the Council, on 
behalf of the members of the Institute, records the passing of two of the most 
valued members of the R.V.I.A—Lieutenant-General Sir Talbot Hobbs (Hon-
orary Fellow) and Mr. J. H. Harvey (Fellow) . 

SIR TALBOT HOBBS 
The death of Sir John Talbot Hobbs, K.C.B., F.R.I.B.A., occurred on the 

liner "Orama" while he was bound for France, where he was to have attended 
the unveiling of the Australian National War Memorial at Villers-Brettoneux, 
at the invitation of the Australian Government. 

Born in Chelsea, England, in 1864, Sir Talbot came to Australia as a 
young man, where he rose to the front rank of his profession. He practised as 
an Architect in Western Australia with Hobbs, Forbes and Partners, and was 
responsible for the erection of numbers of important buildings in that State. 

In addition, he became one of Australia's most distinguished army leaders 
during the Great War, succeeding the late General Sir John Monash as the 
general officer commanding the Australian Corps in 1918. He was eight times 
mentioned in despatches for his war service and received many decorations. 

MR. JOHN HENRY HARVEY 
At the time of his death, Mr. Harvey was aged 83 years, and had been a 

member of the Institute for nearly 46 years, he having been elected to member-
ship on the 2nd June, ` 1892. Mr. Harvey was born in Melbourne and was a 
member of the Architectural Branch of the Public Works Dept. for 38 years, 
during which period he held the offices of Assistant and District Architect. 

He designed and supervised the erection of a number of court-houses, 
post offices and other important public buildings in Victoria, a notable example 
of his work being the Kew Post Office. 

Following his retirement from the public service, Mr. Harvey was ap-
pointed Editor of the "Journal of the R.V.I.A." and in that capacity gave 
valuable and enthusiastic assistance to the activities of the Institute over a long 
period, and extending up to the time of his passing away. The R.V.I.A. was one 
of his chief interests and in many ways he ably assisted in its development. 

He made a life hobby of photography, particularly in relation to Archi-
tectural subjects, and was a keen member of the Clifton Hill Amateur Photo-
graphic Club for many years. 

Mr. Harvey returned to Melbourne last December following an extended 
tour of the British Isles, the Continent and America and while in England was 
elected a Fellow of the Royal Institute of British Architects. 

The fine character and modest disposition of Mr. Harvey endeared him to 
the hearts of all with whom he came into contact and his memory will be a 
lasting one among his many friends. 

The Institute extends its deep sympathy to relatives of the deceased members. 



THE 

MODERN OFFICE BUILDING 

 

BY ROBERT A. EGGLESTON, A.R.I.B.A., ARAIA 

 

  

X HE modern office building is a by-product of 
Big Business. Reaching its culmination in the 
American skyscraper it usually advertises some 
large business organisation and is its outward 

symbol of success. 
The interest of the "man in the street" in building 

projects is remarkable; witness the crowds which fore-
gather opposite any rising Melbourne structure. 
The significance of the foregoing fact is not lost upon 
the Americans. Their large companies consider that im-
posing buildings are the most reproductive form of 
publicity, the companies reserving for their own use the 
areas they require, and leasing the remaining space to 
tenants. This example has been followed in Melbourne, 
where, with one or two notable exceptions, our modern 
office buildings are owned by Banks, Insurance Com-
panies and similar large Institutions. 

Because of the considerable publicity value of the 
building as a whole, the derived rental is not of para-
mount importance, and, despite the added services and 
increasing maintenance charges, this factor helps to main-
tain rentals which are within the scope of professional 
and business men who as tenants require only small 
areas. 

SITE CONSIDERATIONS 

A most important factor in any building scheme is 
the site. Its shape and conformation determine the plan, 
form and structure, and its locality, the type of building 
to be erected thereon. 

There are three distinct locality zones in Melbourne 
in which are found three distinct types of building ; 
(a) the office building for professional and business 
men only (b) the "mixed" building catering for pro-
fessional men and commercial undertakings, such as 
beauty parlors, watchmakers, etc., and (c) the buildings 
devoted entirely to commercial ventures. 

This article is more particularly directed to type (a) 
and although much of what is said applies to all three 
types there are especial problems not touched upon 
which are peculiar to types (b) and (c) . 

FINANCE 

As has already been pointed out, the large organisa-
tions which undertake the erection of this type of build-
ing usually can afford to operate on a smaller rental 
return than would apply to the individual investor in 
a smaller class of building, owing to other derived 
benefits. This does not mean that the financial aspect 
is of minor importance to the Architect. On the con-
trary, his problem is to design a building which will 
withstand intensive competition from its neighbours. In 
order to attract tenants he must design and plan in such  

a way that every penny at his disposal produces the 
utmost in service. 

PLAN AND DESIGN 

Thus, utility is the keynote. We should realise that 
the public has very little idea of what a modern office 
building should embody in design, plan and equipment 
and it is the Architect's duty to raise the standard of 
public appreciation by providing rational solutions to 
these contemporary problems. 

Concrete and steel have made possible a flexibility of 
plan which was beyond the dreams of Architects of a 
decade or two ago. 

No longer are walls load bearing and structural: their 
function now is in the form of curtains, to enclose and 
define space. Treated as such, with no more limitations 
than a curtain imposes, the scope offered the Architect 
for imaginative and unrestricted planning is boundless. 

The truly modern design for office building purposes 
expresses this freedom and utility. Superficially it is 
remarkable for its larger voids and more extensive use 
of glass and untarnishable and easily cleaned surface 
finishes. It proclaims efficiency as emphatically as does 
the modern hospital. 

A principal problem in planning is the provision of 
adequate lighting to all lettable areas. Apart altogether 
from factors such as size of window openings, ceiling 
heights, etc., adequate lighting is largely governed by 
the shape and height of adjoining buildings. With the 
use of daylight diagrams, the limits of adequate light-
ing may easily be calculated and plotted on the plan. 
These diagrams furnish useful data for the study of 
preliminary schemes and provide a practical demonstra-
tion of the building's efficiency, a service which is of 
particular use and guidance to the client. 

In some of the older buildings, the "dumb-bell" type 
of plan was adopted with a view to lighting corridors, 
etc. This divided the letting space into a series of units 
with a consequent loss of flexibility and was a distinct 
disadvantage. The best tenants are naturally the 
large organisations and experience shows that the ac-
commodation requirements of such tenants tend to 
expand. Therefore, any structural obstacles to expan-
sion, such as the "dumb-bell" plan imposes, greatly re-
strict the possibility of the floor area being put to its 
maximum use. 

Modern planning does not encourage the provision 
of lofty ceilings in corridors, the spare head room thus 
saved being used to carry the various services. 

"Borrowed" light is of very little value in corridor 
illumination as it must of necessity be brought in near 
the ceiling. A better plan is to make use of good arti- 



ficial lighting, coupled with the use of glazed office 
doors leading to the corridor. 

In a building erected to the maximum height allow-
able in Melbourne, there may be as many as 13 floors, 
including basement. With the introduction of lower 
ceiling heights, floor slabs should be kept down to a 
minimum thickness, and must accordingly be supported 
on beams at relatively close centres. This may be done 
either with main beams and secondaries or with main 
beams at closer centres. The latter method has been 
found to be most satisfactory as it eliminates cross beams 
which obstruct the passage of light from the windows 
and cast shadows on the ceilings. Furthermore, the 
reduced spacing of the main beams gives more free-
dom in the sub-divisions of the floor space. 

Most sub-divisions require an internal corridor com-
municating with various departments, and experience 
shows that generally an area having a width of less 
than 18 feet is too narrow for sub-division whilst areas 
of more than •28 feet are too wide and are likely to be 
inadequately illuminated towards the corridor end. 

As the public becomes more and more "sound con-
scious" greater attention is being given to the elimina-
tion of all extraneous noise. 

Air-borne sounds may easily be checked by efficient 
forms of double glazing but sounds borne by the struc-
ture of a building and which are quite as intense and 
distracting are not so easily eliminated. Complete struc-
tural insulation is not only very expensive but is ex-
tremely difficult to obtain under the existing building 
regulations. This is largely the reason for the increasing 
popularity of tramless streets, such as Queen Street, for 
building sites. A quiet atmosphere greatly enhances the 
dignity and comfort of a building and particular care 
should be taken to achieve this effect in the entrance hall 
and corridors where visitors receive their first impres-
sions of the building. 

Carpeted floors are ideal for this purpose but gen-
erally are outside the financial scope of the Architect 
and moreover complicate the problems of maintenance 
and cleaning. However, much the same psychological 
effect may be obtained by lining the corridor ceiling 
with an acoustic tile or other sound-absorbing material. 

Pneumatic checks on all doors are a further insurance 
against noise. 

SERVICES 

As time goes on, more and more services are being 
included in the equipment of buildings with a view to 
attracting and retaining tenants. The co-ordination of 
these services constitutes a major problem in planning. 

As the area occupied by the lifts, stairs, lavatories, 
ducts, corridors, etc., may well exceed one-third of the 
total floor area, the economic success of a building 
depends largely on the satisfactory solution of this vital 
problem. 

LIFT INSTALLATION 

The evolution of the modern multi-storey building 
depends entirely upon the invention of the wire rope 
and the subsequent development of vertical transport. 

The question of lift service should be thoroughly 
investigated and the comprehension and analysis of such 
a complex matter requires the specialised knowledge of 
an expert consultant. 

Lifts may be planned in groups or in one large bat-
tery as is now standard American practice. The Ameri-
can  preference is the only logical arrangement for 
"skyscrapers," in which the vertical lift travel is greater 
than the horizontal corridor travel. In some of our 
buildings which are relatively low and may extend from 
one street through to the next with important entrances 
on both frontages, the problem is somewhat different 
and the best result may be obtained by the provision of 
two groups of lifts. 

AIR CONDITIONING 

The recent development of air conditioning is a vexed 
question and the increasing amount of accommodation 
which is necessary for the installation of ducts, etc., is 
producing problems which have not yet been satisfac-
torily solved. 

However one may question the necessity for the 
complete air conditioning of buildings in Melbourne, 
there is no doubt that this extremely useful service 
ultimately will become just as essential a part of an 
important building's equipment as the lift: 

Many of our modern buildings already have air con-
ditioning installations which service the basements and 
ground floors and provision has been made in the ver-
tical ducts for enlarging the equipment to cope with 
other floors when the demand warrants it. However, this 
equipment and the ducts takes up much valuable floor 
space and it may be found that Melbourne requirements 
may be met by the development of air conditioning 
by individual units. This aspect is still more or less in 
its experimental stage in America, but if successful 
should meet the individual needs of the tenants with a 
far more flexible service than would be supplied by 
standard central equipment. 

HEATING 

It is essential that all office buildings erected in Mel-
bourne should be equipped with efficient forms of heat-
ing, as the coldness of our winter months is severe. 
Although other methods have been the subjects of care-
ful experiments, the hot water radiator method in one 
form or another still remains the most practical solution 
of this problem. Even in cases in which complete air 
conditioning is installed, it is considered that the heat-
ing of the supply of air is not entirely satisfactory. The 
modern trend is to temper the air supply by condition-
ing and to retain the radiator as the heating element. 

The original convection type—the column radiator—
has been refined and in its modified form is a very effec-
tive heating unit. As it is difficult to keep clean and 
occupies floor area, however, it has been largely super-
seded by the panel radiator which may be built into the 
wall and which depends on radiation only for its heat-
ing properties. The latest development of this type 
retains the best features of both systems. It can be built 
flush with the wall and distributes heat both by convec-
tion and radiation. 
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ARTIFICIAL LIGHTING 

The value of good lighting has been recognised in 
specialized fields of application for years, but its real 
importance as a letting agent is not yet fully appreciated. 

In a well-planned building most of the floor space 
has adequate natural illumination but inevitably certain 
areas are not so fortunate and usually their earning cap-
acity is discounted in consequence. 

Experiments with artificial illumination in the United 
States have yielded some remarkable results, the instance 
of the Marquette building in Chicago being of par-
ticular interest. Some time ago this building was only 
partially tenanted and its rental income was low. Rather 
than rebuild, the owners evolved and carried out a 
scientific scheme of interior decoration and lighting. 
They set aside an exhibition room which contrasted the 
usual office conditions with modern methods. Different 
types of apparatus were employed to demonstrate the 
value of good lighting, and the result was beyond ex-
pectation. The whole of the accommodation in the build-
ing was let by a very valuable agent—light. 

Such an elaborate scheme is outside our scope at 
the moment but its implications are clear and the Archi-
tect should devote as much attention to the solution of 
lighting problems as he gives to other major details. 

Dramatic effects in the public spaces, such as lift 
lobbies, corridors, etc., may be developed inexpensively 
and play as important a part as the decoration in giving 
the building character and distinction. 

The work of the Architect is only one of many fac-
tors which are necessary to the production of a success-
ful building and the ultimate responsibility rests with 
the owner to give the building its fullest expression by 
maintaining the high standard of service for which the 
building was designed. 

+ 	+ 	+ 

Apropos the foregoing article illustrations of two 
notable office buildings which have been completed in 
Melbourne in recent weeks are re-produced in the fol-
lowing pages. 

PROVIDENT 
Queen Street, Melbourne 

 interesting addition toe the street architecture of AN  Melbourne is provided by the large building 
which has been erected recently at the north- 
western corner of Queen Street and Little Flin-

ders Streets for the Provident Life Assurance Co. 
(Architects: A. S. & R. A. Eggleston) . 

The building consists of twelve storeys and a base-
ment and has been erected on a site measuring approxi-
mately 88 feet x 44 feet. The site is unusual as it is 
bounded by a street on each of the eastern and southern 
sides and a lane at the rear so that three of the four 
main walls have been used for the purpose of natural 
lighting. Furthermore, as the northern wall is the 
"blank" one it has been possible to use a maximum 
amount of glass in the other three walls for lighting 
purposes without incurring undue glare or heat. 

All services, such as lifts, stairs, ducts, lavatories, etc., 
have been accommodated closely adjoining the northern 
wall so that it has been possible to dispense entirely 
with light courts with a consequent gain in the lettable 
area. 

The typical floor plan therefore is very simple and 
straight-forward. A short and straight corridor connects 
the staircases at each end of the building and is bounded 

LIFE BUILDING 
on one side by the lettable area and on the other by 
the services. 

On the ground floor use has been made of curving 
walls both for the purpose of effect and for freedom 
of circulation. A further advantage of the curved sur-
faces is that they reflect light from the entrance into the 
elevator hall: 

The beams have been designed with particular care 
and in such a way as to permit the installation of . air 
conditioning ducts at a later date without interfering 
with the ceiling levels, notwithstanding that the distance 
from floor to floor measures only 10 feet 5 ins. 

Another feature is the complete absence of cross 
beams in the lettable areas. This was achieved by plan-
ning the main beams close together and has resulted in 
an excellent distribution of light to all office areas. 

The design of the facade is intended as a natural 
expression of a simple and efficient plan and does not 
include any extraneous detail. 

The projecting front piers are not structural, their 
purpose being to give prominence to the building from 
the point of view of advertising, it being intended that 
they should be illuminated at night by means of flood 
lighting. 
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PROVIDENT LIFE BUILDING 

FRONT ELEVATION 

Architects: 

A. S. & R. A. EGGLESTON 

Illustration by courtesy of Thompson & Chalmers Pty. Ltd. 
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PROVIDENT LIFE BUILDING 

ENTRANCE 

Dramatic lighting effects play an important part 

in contemporary architecture 

Architects: 

A. S. & R. A. EGGLESTON 
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PROVIDENT LIFE BUILDING 

LIFT LOBBY 

Modern design expresses freedom and utility 

Architects: 

A. S. & R. A. EGGLESTON 

Illustration by courtesy of Rogers, Seller & Myhill Pty. Ltd. 
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PROVIDENT LIFE BUILDING 

Architects : 

A. S. & R. A. EGGLESTON 

ACOUSTICALLY TREATED CORRIDOR 

A quiet atmosphere enhances the dignity of a building 

Illustration by courtesy of 

Australian Tesselated Tile Co. Pty. Ltd. 
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NOTES OF GENERAL INTEREST 
Mr. Ronald John 

Wilson, who is the 
Director of the School 
of Architecture at the 
Gordon Institute of 
Technology, Geelong, 
was elected to Associ-
ate Membership of 
the R.V.I.A. at a re-
cent General Meeting 
of members. After 
having attended the 
Geelong College for 
secondary education 
and having studied 
Architecture at the 

"Gordon" and at the University of Melbourne Archi-
tectural Atelier, he passed in portion of the examination 
of the Institute qualifying for admission to Associate-
ship. In 1931 he left Victoria to engage in practice in 
Great Britain and on the Continent and whilst abroad 
completed the examination for and was admitted to 
membership of the R.I.B.A. Mr. Wilson returned last 
year to accept his present appointment. 

Alderman Frank Stapley (F.), Past President, has 
been re-appointed a member of the Public Health Com-
mission by the Governor-in-Council for a period of 
three years. 

Messrs. Charles E. Serpell (F.) , John S. Gawler 
(F.) and W. O. McCutcheon (A.) have been appointed 
members of the Executive Committee of the Building 
Industry Congress of Victoria for the ensuing year. 

+ 

Messrs. F. D. Harris (A.) and Robert Howden (A.) 
have been admitted to Registration as Architects under 
the terms of the Architects Act of Victoria. 

Mr. William Fred-
erick Blandy, who re-
cently was admitted 
to Associateship of the 
Institute, is the holder 
of the Diploma of 
Architectural Design 
of the University of 
Melbourne Architec-
t u r al Atelier. He 
studied Architecture 
at the Melbourne and 
Footscray Technical 
Colleges and after 
having completed the 
course at the Atelier 
was successful in passing the examination of the Insr; 
tute qualifying for nomination to Associate Member-
ship. Mr. Blandy is a member of the staff of Messrs. 
Meldrum & Noad, Architects. 

Mr. Percy A. Oakley, Past President, and principal 
of the firm of Messrs. Oakley & Parkes, Architects, 
sailed from Melbourne on the R.M.S. "Orcades" re-
cently on a tour overseas. Mr. Oakley carried with him 
letters of introduction from the Institute to the President 
of the R.I.B.A. (Mr. H. S. Goodhart-Rendel) in Lon-
don and to Architectural Societies in other countries. 

+ 
At the Annual Commencement Celebrations of the 

Melbourne University in April the Chancellor (Sir 
James Barrett), in the presence of the Lieutenant-Gover-
nor (Sir Frederick Mann), conferred the Degree of 
Bachelor of Architecture upon Mr. A. J. Perry (A.) 
and presented the Diploma of Architectural Design to 
Mr. F. D. Harris (A.) . 

Mr. J. Plottel (F.), accompanied by his wife, has left 
Melbourne for Singapore on the first stage of a world 
tour. 

Mr. W. F. Blandy 
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For the purpose of his Architectural practice, Mr. A. 
Best Overend (A.) has engaged offices in the Man-
chester Unity Building, corner Swanston and Collins 
Streets, Melbourne (Telephone Central 2627). Mr. 
Overend recently returned to Melbourne after having 
engaged in an extensive tour of England, America and 
Continental and Asiatic countries studying modern de-
velopments in the profession. 

Messrs. K. a'B. Klingender (F.) and Harry S. Win-
bush (A.) officially represented the R.V.I.A. at a recent  

meeting of the Australian Welding Institute when Mr. 
J. F. Lincoln, of Cleveland, U.S.A., gave an illustrated 
address regarding Arc Welding. 

Mr. Colin C. McKenzie (A.) embarked from Mel-
bourne on board the R.M.S. "Empress of Britain" in 
April for the purpose of investigating recent architec-
tural works in England and America and on the Con-
tinent. Mr. McKenzie, who is a member of the staff 
of Mr. Leslie M. Perrott, Architect, plans to return to 
Melbourne early next year. 

VICTORIA HOUSE 
QUEEN STREET, MELBOURNE 

The Victoria Insurance Co. Ltd. which is one of the 
oldest companies of its kind in Melbourne, it having 
been established in 1849, has been intimately linked with 
the development of Victoria. 

In deciding to erect Victoria House the Directors were 
anxious that their new building should be worthy of 
the State and representative of modern Architecture 
without being extreme in design. The company and 
the Architects (Messrs. Gawler & Drummond) held 
many preliminary conferences with a view to the build-
ing correctly indicating the function for which it was 
erected. 

The result is very successful and the building which 
was completed recently is a notable contribution to the 
Architecture of Melbourne. The planning of the new 
premises is a pronounced success; an important feature 
being the excellent natural lighting to all floors includ-
ing the basement. 

The building is constructed of reinforced concrete, 
the upper portion of the facade to Queen Street being 
faced with Sydney sand-stone and the two lower floors 
with polished red granite. 

The entrance doors and the windows to the ground 
and first floors are constructed of heavy extruded section 
bronze. These windows have double sashes with a space 
of two inches between them, the purpose of this being 
to eliminate noise from the street and to assist in the 
insulation of the building. 

As the building faces west all windows fronting 
Queen Street are fitted with Florentine type sun blinds. 
The windows above the first floor have double hung 
steel sashes. 

Great care has been taken in the selection of timbers 
for the general office with a view to preserving the 
quiet and dignified lines of the Architects' design. A 
special type of acoustic plaster has been used on the 
ceiling of the ground floor. 

The lift lobby is lined with marble, the horizontal 
joints being finished in chromium plating and the base 
being of Buchan marble. 

The whole building is heated with low pressure hot 
water radiators and the three lower floors are mechani-
cally ventilated. 

Statements contained in articles and letters which are 
published in the Journal should be regarded as being 

the opinions of their authors, and not as representative 

expressions of the Institute. 
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Expresses its purpose with simplicity and refinement 

illustration by courtesy of 

Hansen & Yuncken Pty. Ltd. 
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VICTORIA HOUSE 

THE ENTRANCE DOORWAY 

Dignified and Virile 

Architects: 

GAWLER & DRUMMOND 

Illustration by courtesy of Lodge Bros . 
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VICTORIA HOUSE 

ENTRANCE VESTIBULE 

Ample light and spaciousness create a 

pleasant atmosphere 

Architects: 

GAWLER & DRUMMOND 

Illustration by courtesy of Lodge Bros. 
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~~ 	VICTORIA HOUSE 

LIFT LOBBY 

Illustration by courtesy of Lodge Bros. 

Architects: 

GAWLER & DRUMMOND 

GENERAL MANAGER'S 

OFFICE 

Illustration by courtesy of 

Rojo & Sons Pty. Ltd. IT  
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BOARD OF 
ARCHITECTURAL EDUCATION 

The personnel of the Committee of Examiners for 
the ensuing year, as appointed by the Board, is as fol-
lows:—Messrs. Alec S. Eggleston, John S. Gawler, 
K. a'B. Klingender, Leslie M. Perrott, Roy K. Steven-
son, Gordon J. Sutherland (Fellows), John R. Freeman, 
Allan R. Love, W. O. McCutcheon, John F. D. Scar-
borough, E. J. Walker and Harry S. Winbush 
(Associates) . 

+ 
The Board has written a letter to Mr. John S. Gawler 

(F.) congratulating him upon his appointment as Dean 
of the Faculty of Architecture of the Melbourne Univer-
sity and stating that the Board feels that the recent 
amendment of the Regulations governing Faculty of 
Architecture appointments to provide that a person other 

HADDON ARCHITECTURAL SCHOLARSHIP 
1938 AWARD 

The conditions provided that economy in designing, 
planning and construction would be taken into account 
by the Committee of Assessors {Messrs. Percy A. Oak-
ley (F.) , John R. Freeman (A.) and John F. D. 
Scarborough (A.)1. The competitors were required to 
submit with their final drawings a report similar in form 
to one that would be sent to a client, showing in detail 
how the estimate of cost was arrived at and giving a 
brief description of the materials and construction pro-
posed to be employed. 

(b) General excellence of Architectural studies-25 
Marks. 

(c) Excellence of practical office work and personal 
character-20 Marks. 

The award requires that the recipient should devote 
the Scholarship to travelling and studying Architecture 
overseas for not less than one year according to an 
itinerary approved by the Board, return to Victoria for 
a period of two years at least within four years of the 
receipt of the Scholarship, give lectures, exhibitions of 
drawings and other assistance to Architectural Educa-
tion in Victoria and furnish a report to the Institute 
regarding his travels and studies abroad upon his return 
to Victoria. 

The President's Prize, donated by Mr. Alec S. 
Eggleston (F.), was awarded to Mr. E. J. Walker (A.), 
(a member of the firm of Roy K. Stevenson & Associ-
ates, Architects), and a certificate of Honourable Men-
tion was awarded to Mr. E. W. Howarth, of E. Malvern. 

T HE Board of Architectural Education has 
awarded the Robert and Ada Haddon Architec- 
tural Scholarship of the Royal Victorian Institute 
of Architects for the year 1938, to the value of 

£300, together with the R.V.I.A. Silver Medal and the 
accompanying certificate for the current year, to Mr. 
Max Collard, a member of the staff of Messrs. Stephen-
son & Turner, Architects, 374 Little Collins Street, 
Melbourne. 

The Scholarship, which as far as is known, is the 
largest of its kind in the world awarded annually, was 
bequeathed by the late Robert J. Haddon, who was a 
Fellow of the Institute for many years, and his wife, 
the late Mrs. Ada Haddon. It is intended for award to 
Architects and students of not more than 30 years of 
age who have completed their studies and have qualified 
for membership of the Institute, and is for the purpose 
of travel and study abroad. 

The conditions governing its award state that the 
Scholarship may be withheld, divided or varied at the 
discretion of the Institute. The award of the Scholarship 
is based upon the following conditions:— 

(a) A Competition in Designing and Planning-55 
Marks. The subject of the Competition this year was 
"A Building for a Professional Institute at the Eastern 
End of Collins Street, Melbourne," the Competition 
having been commenced with an eight hours "en loge" 
session at Kelvin Hall on the 11th December last, fol-
lowing which candidates were allowed until the 15th 
March to develop and complete their final drawings. 
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than. a Professor may be appointed Dean will be of 
great assistance to the advancement of Architectural 
Education. 

+ 
The Board has approved of the nomination of Mr. 

N. T. Jelbart for election to membership of the Archi-
tectural Students' Society of the. Institute. 

Copies of the pamphlets containing the questions set 
at the Intermediate, Final and Special Examinations 
qualifying for nomination to membership of the 
R.I.B.A. which were held in November and December, 
1937, have been received from London and may be 
obtained upon application to the Secretary of the 
Institute. 
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In congratulating the successful candidates upon the 
drawings submitted by them in the competition, the 
Assessors stated that the quality of their work indicated 
sound training, keen application and thoughtful study. 

In the report accompanying his drawings Mr. Collard 
states that the building—which is of three floors and a 
basement—is of steel and reinforced concrete construc-
tion, with hollow tile floors. The facade is faced with 
Stawell sandstone and embodies sculptured pylons at 
each side of the main entrance. The ground and first 
floors have both been planned on two levels, the rear 
portion being higher than the front, while the second 
floor is on one level. In this way the ceiling height of 
the assembly room, which is situated at the front sec-
tion of the first floor, has been made greater than that 
of the dining room which is at the rear of the same 
floor. 

The main entrance doors and the windows on the 
Collins Street facade are of bronze. The walls of the 
assembly room are lined with sandstone and the skirt-
ings and architraves are of dark coloured polished 
marble. Glass has been introduced to a large extent into  

the decorative treatment of the interior and various 
Australian woods are used throughout the building. 

The drawings provide for the air conditioning of the 
whole of the building, the mechanical plant being 
located in the basement and in an air-wash and fan 
room on the roof. 

Mr. Collard estimated that the total cost of erecting 
the building, including mechanical equipment, would be 
£50,560. 

The winner of the Scholarship, who has obtained 
brilliant successes in his scholastic work both in second-
ary and architectural education, is a Bachelor of Archi-
tecture and also a Bachelor of Civil Engineering of the 
Melbourne University and has applied for admittance to 
Associate Membership of the Institute. Prior to com-
mencing his studies at the University he obtained the 
School Intermediate and Leaving Certificates with hon-
ours and was Dux of the University High School. 

Illustrations of the elevations and plans which were 
submitted by Mr. Collard and Mr. Walker accompany 
this article. 

AN OVERSEAS LETTER 

FROM THE HADDON ARCHITECTURAL SCHOLARSHIP WINNER OF 1934 
Members and students will find considerable interest 

in the following extracts from a letter which has been 
received by the Secretary of the Institute from Mr. Don 
C. Ward (A.) who was awarded the Haddon Travel-
ling Scholarship of the R.V.I.A. in 1934:— 

"San Antonio, 
Texas. 

Dear Mr. Islip, 

My stay in New York ended with a Thanks-
giving dinner and a night at the Metropolitan. The first 
Thanksgiving was offered by the Pilgrims in their first 
harvest in the New World and since then their descend-
ants have celebrated the occasion each year with the 
same gastronomic gusto. I arrived in New Orleans on 
Christmas Eve to find the whole city in celebration. 
Coloured lights bejewelled main thoroughfares and gar-
landed trees in the parks and radios from department 
stores blared carols and greetings. Smaller towns showed 
the same enthusiasm and a Christmas tree of fairy lights 
shone in the garden or on the verandah of every 
cottage. 

HOUSING PRE-FABRICATION 

I stayed at Washington again to see some pre-
fabricated housing. Pre-fabrication is no new thing in 
this country. For thirty years builders have been pro-
ducing `sectional houses' but progress has been slow 
and only about a thousand have been built to date. 
The number of systems is legion. Most of them are 
based on a light steel frame, a panel of wood or metal 
sheathed with composition board and metal sheeting, 
or a section of pre-cast reinforced concrete. Lately, manu-
facturers, such as the Homosote Company, have de-
veloped a system of modular design in which a house  

consists of a flexible number of structural units which 
may be sub-divided into still smaller units and the 
whole idea is set out on a squared paper and issued to 
Architects in an endeavour to popularise the products 
of these firms. Panels are assembled in the factory while 
the site is being prepared and the finished walls may 
be placed in position in a few hours. A 15% saving in 
cost of structure and labour is claimed and there is no 
limitation regarding type of design, so standardization 
does not mean monotony. Pre-fabrication is undoubtedly 
the solution for low-price housing on a large scale, and 
perhaps some day the efficiency of the automobile indus- 
try may be found in mass housing production. To oper-
ate profitably the pre-fabricator must build at least a 
thousand houses each year but at present he is only 
trying to build up volume with a view to successful 
financial results in the future. 

In Philadelphia I lunched with Charles Z. Klauder, ' 
America's foremost collegiate Gothic Architect and a 
life-long friend of the late Woodrow-Wilson. His draw- 
ings are well-known in Australia and I was fortunate 
enough to see many of the originals. They show a won-
derful facility for designing in perspective, an attribute 
which Atelier students are exhorted to acquire. 

In Virginia, Georgia and the Carolinas I saw a good 
deal of the lovely Colonial Architecture for which these 
States are so famous. No Architect should miss Wil- 
liamsburg, the town on which Rockefeller has spent 
millions in restoring and recapturing the appearance and 
the spirit of Colonial days. To-day, it presents the simple 
charm and consistent architectural style of the more 
attractive English villages. New shops and homes have 
been designed in sympathy with mansions of the early 
colonists and public buildings of the period have been 
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restored to their former beauty. Duke of Gloucester 
Street is precisely as it was three hundred years ago ; 
wide walks are paved with bricks, old English street 
lamps adorn the corners and white picket fences border 
gardens with gnarled oaks and ancient elms. Negro 
coachmen and footmen are dressed in bright livery, 
hostesses in crinolines welcome one to the show places 
and over the Capitol floats the Union Jack. 

The town is best seen on a Sunday. Automobiles are 
garaged and streets are deserted except for church goers 
strolling leisurely to worship or standing in conver-
sational groups while bells ring appealingly. Then, a 
peaceful calm falls on the town and it assumes the 
mellow dignity that comes only with age and historic 
past. 

Washington's home at Mount Vernon is one of the 
few remaining plantations around which was centred 
Southern social and economic life of the eighteenth 
century. I have seen no lovelier place for a home. The 
old white rambling house is surrounded by hundreds 
of acres of green meadow and woods overlooking the 
blue Potomac and beyond purple hills on the opposite 
shore. 

Many of the old houses on the waterfront of Charles-
ton are very French with tall casements and iron bal-
conies and some have loggias and deep shady archways 
like those in Italy. Spires of eighty churches rise above 
the town and stately homes of colonial Governors and 
early planters dream among the palms. 

Charlestown is renowned for the tropical gardens in 
its vicinity. I can remember the Cinnamon Gardens at 
Colombo, Hampton Court, Kew, and the gardens of 
England ; the Boboli, Villa Borghese, Versailles, Schon-
brunn, the tulip fields of Haarlam and other gardens 
of the old world, but I can only regret those of Charles-
ton. It is only in the early spring that azaleas and. 
camelias in their highest glory blaze a rainbow path 
through the tropical jungle. However, I explored the 
impenetrable water-forest of giant cypresses known as 
Cypress Gardens. There are miles of paths and dykes 
leading through still lagoons turned to ebony by the 
powerful acid in the roots of enormous cypresses which 
seem to float on the oily surfaces of the black pools, 
anchored only by their reflections. Feathery gums sway 
gently in the wind, pointed Spanish poplars rise like 
church spires and above the green spires, tower long-
leaf pines. Over knotted oaks, rope-like vines have flung 
their coils and festoons of Spanish moss droop sadly 
from the boughs. These grey beards are the most strik-
ing feature of the jungle labyrinth. Sometimes they float 
like massed banners or when the wind rises they stream 
like the elf-locks of witches of the woods ; cedars and 
oaks are mantled with silvery pennants and in the twi-
light of the forest they take weird shapes changing trees 
into genii and wraith-like forms from the spirit world. 

All Florida is a garden of :orange groves and waving 
balms, a tropical paradise peopled by bright plumaged 
birds, alligators, monkeys and butterflies. The coast road 
to Miami rivals the Grande Corniche. It passes through 
glorious avenues of Royal palms and tunnels deep into 
colourful forest; beyond the blue bay, clumps of palms  

cluster on emerald atolls. There is a suggestion of surf 
on the golden sand, skies are blue and the sun is warm 
while New York shivers. 

St. Augustine is the oldest town in the United States 
and there is still a little of old Spain to be seen. Here 
is the fabulous Fountain of Youth sought by Ponee de 
Leon, discoverer of Florida. 

Palm Beach is the rich man's paradise. The Archi-
tecture of the Mediterranean has bloomed again in the 
rich soil of the long reef that parallels the east coast 
of the State. There are palaces from Venice, Tuscany 
and Castille; mosques and minarets of the East and 
several strenuous imitations of the Alhambra; chateaux 
from Normandy and castles of Spain are neighbours and 
stand knee deep in blossom beneath giant banyans and 
nodding palms. 

Miami is magnificent, it surpasses Naples. High 
buildings are strung like a necklace of pearls along the 
curving crescent of the bay. Over the water lies Miami 
Beach, playground of the south and between a myriad 
Palm fringed islands. Ships that sail the Spanish Main 
from far-off Caribbean shores to Jamaica and Brazil lie 
at anchor in the bay. 

Building in Miami is principally residential and at 
present there is precious little of that. Coral Gables is 
a large development of homes grouped into 'villages' 
that may be Spanish, Mexican, Indian, English, Dutch, 
or Chinese. 

TYPES OF CONSTRUCTION 

The Pan American Airways base at Dinner Key is 
as interesting as any Continental airport. One may sit 
on the sun deck and see clippers fly down from Rio, 
the Argentine and all the islands. The volume of air 
traffic is so great that more hangars are being built; 
steel frame and stiffened iron sheeting are exclusively 
used. In Europe they would have been constructed prob-
ably of reinforced concrete like those at Villeneuf, near 
Paris. In bridge building, too, steel—usually lattice struts 
and girders—is preferred to reinforced concrete in 
America. All the New York bridges, including the two 
most recent ones, the George Washington and the Tri-
borough, are steel suspension types ; the magnificent 
Cooper bridge at Charleston is a series of steel trusses 
like Huey P. Long's great bridge over the Mississippi 
at New Orleans. Recently completed work includes post 
offices, administrative buildings and, as at Houston, 
Texas, and New Orleans, Louisiana, hospitals and con-
vention halls. The latest development is the govern-
ment's proposition to stimulate private enterprise in 
housing by endeavouring to lower interest rates and 
extend the period of amortization of building loans from 
fifteen to twenty years with a government guarantee. 
Money has been appropriated and apportioned to various 
cities but the scheme is taking a long time to get under 
way. In the meantime stocks continue to drop and un-
certainty is paralysing enterprise. 

In the heart of Floridian Lakeland rises the Singing 
Tower, a shaft of prismatic colour in a tropical wonder-
land dedicated as a sanctuary for birds, a monument, to 
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CURRENT 

ARCHITECTURAL WORKS 

The following pages illustrate three particularly interesting examples 
of current architectural works in Victoria for the construction of which 
contracts have been let or for which preparations are being made, viz.:— 

New banking premises at Charlton for the Commercial Banking 
Company of Sydney Ltd.; 

The new Royal Melbourne Hospital at Parkville; and 

Branch premises for the National Bank of Australasia Ltd. in 
Collins Street West. 

beauty and the winged choristers of the woods. The 
Tower partakes of the romantic beauty of the Gothic 
Age and the glowing colour of Florida. It is built of 
golden Coquina (a formation of sea shells discovered 
by the Spaniards) and pink marble from Georgia, with 
lancet grilles of coloured faience and a base of grey 
Creole marble. Detail is not the grotesque ornament of 
medievalism but the flora and fauna of Florida. Marine 
life, cranes, flamingoes, and other native birds have 
been used in all enrichment and carving. 

A carillon recital is given two or three days a week 
for a few months during the winter. I cannot think of 
the tower as a material thing, a building. It is alive, a 
vibrant voice, an instrument as sensitive as a violin. The 
glorious melody of spring and the flowering of high 
summer, the flow of the seasons, the music of the wind 
in the trees and rain pattering on dead leaves, and the 
babble of a brook wandering along wilderness ways, 
are heard in the cadence of the bells. It is the very voice 
of nature. 

How different are the bells of the Old World, the 
bells of St. Francis tolling over the brown Umbrian 
Plain, the belfry at Bruges old and grey, or a Sunday 
in Canterbury. They seem to ring from a great distance 
in time, as if the sound had travelled down the cen-
turies before it reached you, and in passing caught up 
all the triumph and the sadness of the years. They are 
very old, those bells. They have tolled war and peace, 
fire and famine, seen the rise and fall of empires. 

Silver Springs is one of the wonders of the world. 
In a glass-bottomed boat, I have taken a voyage over 
transparency and drunk deep of a well of loveliness. 
I have looked into Nature's looking glass and in an 
aeroplane flown over a sub-aqueous wonderland of 
mountain and forest, desert and prairie, gardens and 
valleys. Here are caught the blue of Capri, the gold of 
the Orient, the silver of moonlight, rays of spectral 
light weave wave-like patterns on valleys paved with 
diamonds; forests for ever evergreen sway in an under 
water wind and exotic plants bear fruit and bloom in 
profusion in this enchanted land. A rainbow has been 
crumbled and dropped into the crystal water, everywhere 
a myriad greens and blues mingle in all manner of 
subtle hues. In all Nature's treasure house, there is no 
rarer jewel than this. 

Houston, Texas, is the oil capital of the world, the 
cattle capital, and the cotton capital. Houston has every-
thing. There is nothing singular, positive or comparative 
in this town. Everything is both plural and superlative. 
It is the centre of oil fields that could produce annually 
ten times as much as the Union now consumes and more 
are being staked out every day. If only Australia had 
some of this flowing gold.. . 

With my kindest regards and with greetings to 
members. 

Yours sincerely, 

(Sgd.) D. C. WARD." 
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CURRENT ARCHITECTURAL WORKS 

BRANCH PREMISES FOR THE NATIONAL BANK OF AUSTRALASIA LTD., TO BE ERECTED 
AT THE CORNER OF COLLINS AND WILLIAM STREETS, MELBOURNE 

Architects: MELDRUM & NOAD 



MINUTES OF THE 
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING OF THE INSTITUTE 
HELD AT KELVIN HALL, ON WEDNESDAY, THE 30th MARCH, 1938, AT 8 P.M. 

Present.—Council Members—Messrs. Alec S. Eggle-
ston (President) , A. J. Ainslie, A. R. Butler, R. B. 
Hamilton, F. L. Klingender, Gordon Murphy, Leslie M. 
Perrott, Charles E. Serpell, Roy K. Stevenson (Fellows), 
R. S. Demaine, E. Keith Mackay, W. O. McCutcheon, 
Colin C. McKenzie, Stanley T. Parkes and John F. D. 
Scarborough (Associates) . 

The attendance registers recorded the presence 
twenty-six other members and twenty-five visitors. 

In Attendance.--Mr. John B. Islip (Secretary) . 

Visitors.—The President extended a welcome to the 
visitors, particularly to the Rt. Hon. the Lord Mayor 
of Melbourne (Cr. Edward Campbell, J.P.), Dr. A. L. 
Kenny (representing the Royal Australasian College of 
Surgeons), the President of the Master Builders' Associ-
ation of Victoria (Mr. H. P. Brady), Mr. Ivor McInnes, 
A.R.I.B.A., who recently had returned to Melbourne 
after having engaged in practice overseas for a period 
of six years, and the Editor of "Building and Construc-
tion" (Mr. E. W. Norwood) . 

Minutes.—The minutes of the Annual General Meet-
ing held on the 10th March, 1937, which had been pub-
lished in the Institute Journal, were taken as read and 
were confirmed on the motion of Mr. John R. Freeman 
(A.) , seconded by Mr. Scarborough. 

Apologies.—Apologies for non-attendance were re-
ceived from Messrs. W. A. M. Blackett, Leighton Irwin, 
Percy H. Meldrum (Fellows), Edward F. Billson, Harry 
A. Burt, R. B. Duncan, J. H. Harriott, F. Bruce Kemp 
(Associates) , the President of the Building Industry 
Congress of Victoria (Mr. T. A. Pemberton), Alder-
man J. M. Lewis of the Melbourne City Council, the 
President and Vice-President of the Electrical Federa-
tion (Victoria) (Messrs. W. Tolson and S. J. Salmon), 
the Secretary of the Fire Underwriters' Association of 
Victoria (Mr. E. E. Vines) and Mr. J. G. Gillespie 
(representing the Victorian Institute of Surveyors). 

Membership. 	Mr. Ainslie and Mr. Mackay were 
appointed scrutineers in respect of a ballot for the elec-
tion of Misses Renee Jarvis McCormick and Cynthea 
Mary Teague and Messrs. Malcolm Marwick McColl, 
Frank Donald Harris, Robert Frederick Howden, Clive 
McDonald Miller, Alfred Jordan Perry and Raymond 
Victor Westmore, to Associate Membership of the In-
stitute. The President announced later that each of the 
afore-named candidates had been elected. 

Annual Elections.—The President announced that 
the following-stated nominations had been received in 
respect of the Annual Election of Office-Bearers, Mem- 

bers of the Council and representatives on the Board 
of Architectural Education for the year 1938-39:— 

President 
Past-President 

Vice-President 
(1 to be elected) 

of Hon. Secretary 
(1 to be elected) 

Hon. Assistant Secretary 
(1 to be elected) 

Hon. Treasurer 	... 
(1 to be elected) 

Council— 
Fellows 	... 

(5 to be elected) 

*Alec. S. Eggleston 
*F. L. Klingender 

Robert B. Hamilton 
Leslie M. Perrott 

Eric Hughes 
W. O. McCutcheon 

Edward F. Billson 
E. Keith Mackay 

Gordon Murphy 
O. A. Yuncken 

A. J. Ainslie 
W. A. M. Blackett 
A. R. Butler 
Robert B. Hamilton 
K. a'B. Klingender 
G. Burridge Leith 
Percy H. Meldrum 
Charles E. Serpell 
Roy K. Stevenson 

	

Associates ... 	.. 	Robert S. Demaine 
(3 to be elected) 	C. N. Hollinshed 

Colin C. McKenzie 
Stanley T. Parkes 
John F. D. Scarborough 

Representatives on Board of Architectural Education— 
Fellow ... 	.. 	... *Percy H. Meldrum 
Associate 	... 	.. 	... Eric Hughes 

(1 to be elected) 	John F. D. Scarborough 

The President announced that the nominees whose 
names were not denoted by an asterisk would stand for 
ballot for the respective offices as set out above. It was 
resolved "that the ballot (which had been opened on 
the 15th March) be now closed and that Mr. Ainslie 
and Mr. Marcus W. Martin be appointed Scrutineers 
in respect of the ballot." 

The President announced later that the following had 
been elected to the respective offices for the ensuing 
year:— 

President 	... 

Ex-President ... 
Vice-President 
Hon. Secretary 
Hon. Assistant Secretary ... 
Hon. Treasurer 	... 

Alec S. Eggleston 
F. L. Klingender 
Leslie M. Perrott 
W. O. McCutcheon 
E. Keith Mackay 
Gordon Murphy 
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Council— 
Fellows 

Associates ... 

A. J. Ainslie 
W. A. M. Blackett 
Percy H. Meldrum 
Charles E. Serpell 
Roy K. Stevenson 

Robert S. Demaine 
Stanley T. Parkes 
John F. D. Scarborough 

Two representatives on the 
Board of Architectural Percy H. Meldrum 
Education ... 	... John F. D. Scarborough 

Timber House Competitions.—The President re-
ported that, with the approval of the Institute Coun-
cil, the Timber Development Association of Victoria 
had opened three architectural competitions for the pur-
poses of :- 

(a) demonstrating the practical and aesthetic pos-
sibilities of timber construction in domestic archi-
tecture, and 

(b) encouraging research in new methods of timber 
construction in residential building. 

The competitions were classified into three types of 
dwellings:— 

(1) To cost not more than £500. 
(2) To cost not more than £850. 

To cost not more than £2000. 

Prizes of seventy and twenty-five guineas were offered 
for award as first and second prizes respectively in 
each of the three classes and six consolation prizes of 
five guineas would be awarded at the discretion • of the 
Assessors (Messrs. Alec S. Eggleston, E. Keith Mackay 
and John F. D. Scarborough). 

The closing date for the submission of drawings was 
30th June, 1938, and full particulars regarding the 
competitions could be obtained upon application to the 
Secretary of the Institute. 

Street Architecture.—At the invitation of the Pre-
sident, the Lord Mayor of Melbourne (Cr. Edward 
Campbell) presented replicas of the R.V.I.A. Victorian 
Street Architecture Medal for the year 1937 and the 
accompanying diploma to Mr. H. L. Waugh (A.), rep-
resenting Mr. Leighton Irwin (F.) (who was unable 
to be present at the meeting because of absence in an-
other State) and to Mr. Roy K. Stevenson, for the Royal 
Australasian College of Surgeons' Building in Spring 
Street, Melbourne. 

(The report of the Examining Jury which had been 
appointed to consider the nominations of buildings for 
the award of the Medal had been presented to and 
adopted by a previous General Meeting of members.) 

In making the presentation, the Lord Mayor conveyed 
his personal congratulations to Mr. Irwin and Mr. 
Stevenson and expressed the view that the institution 
in recent years of the R.V.I.A. Street Architecture Medal 
for annual award was accomplishing a service of great 
civic importance, firstly, in encouraging and officially  

recognising excellence in design and, secondly, in de-
veloping public interest in Architecture. 

Mr. Waugh, on behalf of Mr. Irwin, and Mr. Steven-
son returned thanks to the Lord Mayor for the making 
of the presentation. 

On behalf of the Institute the Lord. Mayor presented 
to Dr. A. L. Kenny, representing the Royal Australasian 
College of Surgeons, the R.V.I.A. Street Architecture 
Plaque for affixing to the face of the building. Dr. 
Kenny in accepting the Plaque congratulated the suc-
cessful Architects upon having gained the Street Archi-
tecture Award and said that the College was delighted 
that its building had been selected. 

The Vice-President (Mr. Perrott) moved a vote of 
thanks to the Lord Mayor for his kindness in having 
made the presentation of the award and for the keen 
interest which he was taking in the work of the Insti-
tute and of the Architectural Profession generally. The 
motion was seconded by Mr. McCutcheon and was car-
ried with acclamation. 

Haddon Architectural Scholarship.—The President 
announced that the following stated awards had been 
made in respect of the Robert and Ada Haddon Archi-
tectural Scholarship of the R.V.I.A. for the year 1938: 

Travelling Scholarship of £300 and the R.V.I.A. Sil-
ver Medal and the accompanying certificate—Mr. Max 
Collard. 

The President's Prize—Mr. E. J. Walker (A.) . 

Certificate of Honourable Mention—Mr. E. W 
Howarth. 

The sets of drawings which had been submitted by 
the five finalists in the Competition in Designing and 
Planning were exhibited to the meeting and were re-
viewed briefly by Mr. Scarborough on behalf of the 
Assessors. 

Annual Report and Financial Statements.—The Pre-
sident moved "that the Annual Report and Financial 
Statements, copies of which have been sent to all mem-
bers of the Institute, be taken as read and that they be 
adopted." The motion was seconded by the Hon. Treas-
urer (Mr. Murphy) and was carried. 

Address of the Retiring President.—An address was 
delivered by the Retiring President dealing with the 
work of the Institute during his occupancy of the Chair, 
arrangements for the publication of which in the Insti-
tute Journal had been made. Mr. Kingsley Henderson 
moved "that this meeting place on record its very grate-
ful thanks to the Retiring President (Mr. Eggleston) 
for the successful manner in which he has occupied the 
Presidency during the past year and wish him every 
success during the coming session." The motion was 
seconded by Mr. J. H. Harvey and was carried with 
acclamation. (The remarks of Mr. Henderson and Mr. 
Harvey are published on an earlier page in this issue of 
the Journal.) The President returned thanks for the 
good wishes of the meeting. 

The meeting closed with the serving of light 
refreshments. 

(3) 
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