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THE NECESSITY FOR 

TOWN PLANNING LEGISLATION 
HE City of Melbourne is in an advanced stage 
of hypertrophy and strangulation. Any one who 
walks about the City and Metropolis may see 
what is going on but few of us bother to piece 

together what we see. How many of our administrators 
and politicians recognize the muddle and chaos which 
is creeping upon us in this city ? Almost every day we 
hear of increasing traffic problems, of the necessity for 
more traffic outlets from the city proper, of obstacles to 
housing and slum clearance, of residential districts pro-
testing against blocks of flats, of a shortage of playing 
fields and park lands, of the inadequacy of our trans-
port system, of the chaotic, unregulated, and unrestricted 
growth of our outer suburban areas, of the increasing 
menace of ribbon development along almost every high-
way leading out of Melbourne, of the rapidly decreasing 
beauty of such places as St. Kilda Road, and of the 
general impoverishment of our civic ideals. Pedestrians 
wail that they cannot cross the street for the endless 
traffic stream, motorists moan of the absurdity of fixed 
rail transport in our city streets, of increasing traffic 
congestion and of the almost impossible task of parking 
their cars within reasonable distance of their places of 
business. 

All these are seen as isolated problems. Much in-
genuity is spent in attempting to solve them, but every 
apparent solution usually adds another disadvantage to 
the life of Melbourne as a whole. All are essentially a 
part of the one single problem. 

Progressively larger and higher business buildings 
squeeze out dwellings, some of the population goes out 
to live and some of it is housed more densely on a 
smaller central area. Playing fields and park lands are 
pushed further off until they are almost inaccessible to 
a large proportion of our people. What is true of Mel-
bourne is also true in varying degrees of provincial 
towns throughout the State. 

Because we in Victoria are in the ignominious posi-
tion of being without a properly constituted Town 
Planning Authority, because the key of national plan-
ning is missing, and because in matters of development 
the municipalities follow the line of least resistance, 
this general outward spread and centralizer congestion 
of Melbourne proceeds at a fast pace. 

IN VICTORIA  FRANK HEATH 

(Dip. Arch., A.R.I.B.A., A.R.A.I.A.), Honorary Secretary, 
. . . The Town Planning Association of Victoria 

It has unfortunately become a habit with many people 
to speak complacently of our very fine city, of our 
beautiful parks and gardens, and of our fine buildings, 
and while this is to a certain degree true let us remem-
ber that it has been made possible largely by one man 
—Robert Hoddle—who originally planned Melbourne 
in 1837. Hoddle's plan, which was opposed by the 
governing authorities of the day, as, being too extrava-
gant with its wide streets, ample park lands and belt of 
playing fields was adopted only after a vigorous fight. 
One hundred years have now passed and we are faced 
with the amazing fact that during this period there have 
been no town planning developments of any major im-
portance carried out in this city. 

The example of Hoddle was unfortunately not fol-
lowed in the lay-out of the suburbs outside of what 
is now the City of Melbourne area. Three chain road-
ways were reduced to 66 feet streets with the result 
that now we have a series of "bottle-necks" lying in 
almost a circle around the City of Melbourne. 

Town Planning aims to bring order into urban physi-
cal development, to bring the government and its 
citizens together in preparing for present and future 
needs. Its main purpose is to mould and co-ordinate the 
artificial processes of growth in harmony with natural 
conditions. The city as the most dominant factor in 
civilization calls upon its designer to recognize its fun-
damental relationships as a complete being and not as 
an aggregation of disparate units. Few people are able 
to see a town as a whole: they think in terms of "the 
plot" or at most, of "the street." 

It is essential to secure (1) a wholesome and reason-
ably spacious lay-out of the sites and surroundings of 
dwellings; (2) a well-balanced distribution of all 
buildings and open spaces, and of building blocks and 
uses of buildings in relation to street areas; (3) the 
orderly development of architectural treatment of private 
and public buildings; (4) adequate systems of streets 
and highways to permit free circulation of traffic, and 
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Melbourne is surrounded by a series 
of bottle-necks where 3 chain wide 
roadways converging to 1 chain in width cause intense traffic congestion 

of efficient transit and transportation services and ter-
minal arrangements ; (5) ample areas for all purposes 
of recreation, and (6) suitable air, water and land 
approaches. 

All these problems must be dealt with comprehen-
sively in relation to the city as a united whole. 

Melbourne is to-day the sixth city in the British 
Empire in respect of population. An aboriginal settle-
ment 100 years ago, it has now grown to a city with a 
population of more than one million people. With such 
phenomenal growth there is probably some excuse for 
the many failures, oversights and blunders which have 
occurred in the past. Old world cities have, in recent 
times, spent millions of pounds in ameliorating the 
unsatisfactory results of haphazard growth. To-day in 
Victoria the cost of rectifying the many mistakes which 
we have made in our young life of 100 years is inap-
preciable, compared with the vast sums of money which 
will be required if carried out later on. While we are 
constantly deferring works which we recognize as im-
perative, on the score of financial stringency or the 
inability of interested bodies to come to agreement the 
greater will be the ultimate cost. 

CENTRAL TOWN PLANNING AUTHORITY 

The government, semi-government, and municipal 
control in the Metropolis of Melbourne is divided 
among over 60 separate bodies. Thirty-seven of these 
are municipalities within 13 miles radius of the central 
business _ area which have the local government of the 
metropolis vested in them. It is essential that the develop-
ment of each municipality should be co-ordinated and 
regulated in the interests of the metropolis as a whole, 
and administered by. a central Authority guided by the 
advice and assistance of experts trained in the special-
ized task of town planning in all its various phases. 
The powers exercised by the Municipalities at present 
should not be materially interfered with. 

A definite scheme of development to overcome pre-
sent disabilities and to anticipate and provide for future 
needs can be achieved by the provision of a permanent 
Town Planning Board which would consist of a 
responsible Cabinet Minister who would be ex-officio 
Chairman of the Board, one Municipal, Representative,  

one general Representative, and two ex-
perts who by their technical training and 
general experience are particularly quali-
fied respecting the subject of town 
planning. 

The following outline of the legisla-
tion recommended is based on a detailed 
study of town planning legislation in 
other countries. Its principal feature would 
be to ensure that local authorities through-
out Victoria with a population of 2000 
or more shall prepare town planning 
schemes which will constitute a definite 
design of development along proper lines. 

The central Town Planning Board 
would supervise and generally administer 
the Act. Any locally prepared scheme 
would be open for a period for inspection 

and objection by interested persons. Objections would 
be considered by the local authority and transmitted to 
the Central Town Planning Board who may order 
amendment or approve of it without amendment, or may 
even reject the scheme entirely. The approved scheme 
becomes the definite goal towards which all subsequent 
development, both subdivisional and constructional, is 
directed, and it would have the force of law. It is essen-
tial that the Town Planning Act should give full powers 
to the local authorities to carry out necessary improve-
ments, subject always to the provision of compensation 
to owners who may be affected, and other necessary 
safeguards. 

OUTLINE OF TOWN PLANNING ACT 

The following outline for an Act is in many respects 
similar to that suggested by the Metropolitan Town 
Planning Commission, and to the Bill introduced into 
the Legislative Council in 1930, and more recently 
advocated by the Town Planning Association of 
Victoria. 

1. Town Planning Schemes. 
Provision to be made for a town planning scheme to be pre-

pared respecting any land with the object of securing proper 
sanitary conditions, amenity, economy, and convenience. 

2. Power of Local Authorities to Prepare or Adopt 
Town Planning Schemes. 

Any local authority shall have power by resolution to— 
(a) Prepare a Town Planning scheme under the Act for any 

land within its municipal district. 
(b) Adopt with or without any modifications any town plan-

ning scheme prepared by any other authority or by any 
owners of any land in respect to which the local authority 
has power to prepare a scheme. 

(c) Include with the approval of the Minister of Public 
Works, within any town planning scheme, land outside its 
municipal district. 

(d) Act jointly with any other local authorities in preparing 
and adopting a scheme. 

3. Duty of Councils to Prepare Town Planning 
Schemes. 

The Council of every Municipality throughout Victoria con-
taining a population of 2000 or more, would, within three 
years from the date of passing of the Act, be required to pre-
pare and submit to the Town Planning Board a scheme for 
the whole of its municipal area. 
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4.  
Every scheme, must, having regard to present and future 

requirements, make provision for streets, roads, buildings, open 
spaces, the preservation of objects of natural beauty or his-
torical significance, sewerage, drainage and sewage disposal, 
lighting, water supply, etc. 

5. Procedure Regulations to be made by Board. 
The Town Planning Board is to make regulations governing 

the preparation of town planning schemes and building regu-
lations and procedure to be adopted with respect to and ensur-
ing the preparation of all schemes. 

6. Power to Enforce Scheme. 
The responsible authority may after giving notice remove 

any building or other work which is such as to contravene the 
scheme, and shall have power to recover expenses in connection 
with the same. 

7. Acquisition of Land. 
The responsible authority should have power to purchase or 

resume compulsorily any land and/or buildings required for 
the purpose of carrying out a town planning scheme. 

8. Compensation. 
Persons injured by the making of a town planning scheme 

shall be entitled to compensation if a claim be made within a 
stipulated period. Where property is increased in value by a 
town planning scheme the authority shall have power to recover 
one-half of the value of the increase. 
9. Power to require preparation of Town Planning 

Scheme. 
The Board may, after inquiry, order a local authority to pre-

pare a town planning scheme, submit it for approval, and after 
approval, enforce it. 

10. Determination of Matters in Dispute by Minister 
as Arbitrator. 

The Minister would have power to settle matters in dispute 
as arbitrator similar to those in section 17 of the English Act, 
and incorporating the provisions of the Victorian Arbitration 
Act of 1915. 

11. Borrowing Powers. 
To enable the carrying out of town planning schemes muni-

cipalities would be empowered to borrow money over and 
above the amounts authorized by the Local Government Act. 

12. Contributions by Public Authorities. 
It should be possible to provide for the payment of contri-

butions to the cost of the scheme by public authorities not 
under the jurisdiction of local authorities. 

13. Estate Development. 
In order to achieve better planning and the co-ordination of 

all sub-divisions and schemes, it would be compulsory for all 
plans of sub-division of land to be submitted to the Town 
Planning Board for approval before being sealed by the Muni-
cipality under the terms of the Local, Government Act. The 
Board would have power to refuse to approve a plan or sub-
division if in addition to the reasons contained in the Local 
Government Act— 

(1) It conflicts with an approved town planning scheme for 
the area. 
Any road or street is less than 50 feet wide. 
The land therein comprised is intersected or bounded or 
partly bounded by a railway line, and there is no pro-
vision made' for a road, street, or public reserve on the 
side or sides of the railway line adjacent to such land. 

(4) The site, or orientation of any building which could be 
erected on such land, would be undesirable. 

(5) Provision is not made for the dedication of a road or 
reserve on the side or sides of any existing river, creek, 
watercourse, or foreshore which is adjacent to or passes 
through any land included in the plan of sub-division. 

(6) Provision is not made for any drainage reserves or drain-
age easements which may be necessary to enable the 
allotments or parcels of land and any new roads, streets, 
or rights-of-way to be sufficiently drained into a public 
drain, existing road, street, or stream into which the 
drainage from such land may lawfully be discharged, or 
if any of the land included in the sub-division is subject 
to inundation. 
Provision is not made for any easement required by any 
public authority for a public utility such as water, sewer-
age, gas, electricity, etc. 
The grade of any street is unnecessarily steep. 
The length of new street is in excess of that necessary 
to permit of an economical sub-division of land. 
The intersections of any streets are not so treated that 
the traffic in the centre of one street shall have at least 
a clear view of the traffic in all streets at least 60 feet 
before reaching the intersection of the centre lines of 
any streets. 

Provision would be required for the payment of fees for 
examination of plans, etc. 

Below—A Design prepared some time ago and still unfulfilled 
for the Treatment and Beautification of the North Entrance to 
the City of Melbourne,' Provision is made for the closing up 
of unsightly vistas, for the creation of new vistas to better set 
off semi-public and University buildings, for the creation of a 
square or "Place," for the provision of a Gymnasium, Play 
Centre, Open Concert Green, etc., in Royal Park and for a 
co-operative treatment in the landscape development generally 

(2)  
(3)  

(7)  

(8)  
(9)  

(10)  
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Mixed Development and unneighbourliness brought about by 
an absence of proper zoning regulations 

The foregoing outline for an Act is sufficiently de-
tailed to explain its general operation. A good deal of 
it is modelled on the lines of the English Town Planning 
Act 1925 and the New Zealand Town Planning Act 
1926. 

A Town Planning Bill has been prepared for early 
submission to Parliament in New South Wales and 
should this Bill be passed, which seems probable, Vic-
toria will be in the ignominious position of being the 
only State in Australia (apart from Tasmania) which 
does not possess town planning legislation. 

In the last 25 years tremendous improvements have 
been made in almost every phase of life—we have the 
great improvement in such common everyday things as 
boots, hats, cooking utensils, we have the improvements 
in bicycles, in motor cars, improvements in the ameni-
ties in the home—in better kitchens, better cooking 
stoves, better bath rooms. All this has been to the good. 
In the larger and more important sphere of community 
planning, in the layout of the framework of our homes. 
and work places—what do we find ? Instead of pro-
gressing we are actually slipping back. If cars and boots 
can become better, why not towns ? Simply because 
design, organization and co-operation are applied to cars 
and boots whilst towns have been just left to happen. 

The constitution of a permanent Town Planning 
Board as outlined would result in:— 
(1) The preparation of plans according to modern 

requirements for the expansion and development 
of the new outer suburban areas of Melbourne and 
for the re-planning and improvement of existing 
developed areas where necessary. Little or no con-
sideration is now being given to the possible 
future of these areas in relation to the rest of the 
metropolis, to the necessity for adequate road com-
munications in the future, and to the provision of 
adequate reservations of park lands and areas for 
civic purposes, playgrounds, etc. Had a Town 
Planning Board been in existence since the estab- 

lishment of Melbourne, we would not have the 
sad spectacle of suburban councils being forced 
into buying land, at often high rates, in order to 
provide sufficient playing grounds and parks. 
Future needs would have been anticipated and a 
sufficiency of these areas would have been reserved 
when the initial plan for the locality was made. 

(2) The zoning of Melbourne and environs so as to 
ensure the proper placing and co-relation of resi-
dential, business, factory, and recreational areas. 
An extensive survey of traffic problems, the in-
auguration of a scheme for replanning and widen-
ing, where possible, existing roadways and bridges 
as auxiliary traffic arteries where necessary. 

(4) The inauguration of a uniform code of building 
by-laws for the whole of the Metropolis and for 
provincial towns with a population of over 2000. 

THE SLUM PROBLEM 

In Melbourne the case is different from that which 
obtains in the old-world cities, as the slums do not 
occur in large blocks, but are for the most part tucked 
away in little isolated pockets, often in lanes behind 
decent buildings on broad streets. Many of these slums 
consist of dwellings on land with a 10 ft. frontage. 
Present owners of these tiny dwellings dare not have 
them pulled down as the building regulations to-day 
would not permit them to re-build on such small areas. 
Consequently they merely keep them in sufficient repair 
to have them occupied at rentals of up to 10/- per week. 

An essential point in re-housing is that the new 
buildings shall be let at a rental which the tenants 
from the old dwellings can reasonably afford to pay. 

The chief consideration of any scheme for slum clear-
ance is the human problem presented by the slum 
dwellers themselves, who, employed or unemployed, live 
in the inner suburbs for specific reasons. The employed 
inhabit these slum areas in order to be near their work 
and to avoid the cost of transport thereto. The unem-
ployed generally live in the slums because they feel 
that they have a better hope of obtaining employment 
if they are close to factories, and also for the companion-
ship of old associations. 

At present new slums are constantly in course of 
creation. The proper location of industry is necessary 
in connection with any long range plan for slum 
abolition. 

The establishment of a Town Planning Board is the 
only way in which this problem can be effectively coped 
with. 

THE GARDEN CITY 

One of the most satisfactory developments in Eng-
land in recent years has been the growth of Garden 
Cities ` and Satellite Towns adjacent to the great cities, 
Typical examples of these are the garden cities of 
Letchworth and Welwyn, and the Satellite town of 
Wythenshawe. 

In the year 1898 Ebenezer Howard produced a book 
entitled "To-morrow" which in its ultimate result altered 
the trend of thought and practice - in connection with 
urban and rural planning of towns. Howard was ap- 

(3)  
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palled by the haphazard growth of towns, by the over-
crowded and unhealthy onditions under which a large 
proportion of the dwellers in the towns existed, and he 
advocated—as a means of checking . the aimless and 
uneconomic growth of towns which was everywhere 
taking place—the building of an entirely new type of 
residential and industrial town. So it was that such 
places at Letchworth, Welwyn, etc., came into being. 

Faced with the problem of overcrowding, of a hous-
ing shortage and of unsuitable location of industry 
brought about by unregulated growth, the City of Man-
chester acquired an estate of 5500 acres outside its 
developed areas. Wythenshawe, a town to accommodate 
100,000 people planned with a permanent agricultural 
belt of 1000 acres with scattered parklands comprising 
another 1000 acres and with a civic centre with areas 
properly zoned for industry, housing, recreation, etc., 
is an excellent example of planned decentralization and 
of proper location of industry. 

Contrast the building of Wythenshawe with the way 
in which developments took place in the 19th century. 
Manchester grew in a normal manner with no plan and 
very little control. Every factory owner and speculative 
builder built where he thought it would pay best. This 
has resulted in chaos, inconvenience, and an ugly city. 
What has happened in Manchester and other large cities 
in England is now happening in Melbourne. The estab-
lishment of satellite towns, regulated for industry and 
general growth, self-contained as far as possible, and 

Wythenshawe, Manchester, England, a town for 100,000, 
specially designed for an insured community environment. A 
permanent agricultural belt of 1000 acres. Scattered open spaces 
comprise another 1000 acres. A total open space of 1 acre to 
50 people. Space for outdoor recreation including a 100-acre 
golf course. The park contains 250 acres. Two parkways with 
an average right-of-way of 300 feet. Sites are reserved for a 
civic centre, schools, churches, shopping and industry. The 

shopping districts are placed at the juncture of four 
"neighbourhood units" 

surrounded and separated from the metropolis by a per-
manent belt of parklands, would solve many of the 
difficulties that have been created by the haphazard 
growth of very large towns. 

It would at least be a real town, small as it might 
be, a "civitas dei," organically beautiful, set amidst 
green fields and blue horizons, and open to the sunshine 
and the breeze, "the sweet influences of Pleiades," and 
"the chambers of the south." 

THE EXAMPLE OF ULM 

The City of Ulm in Germany has carried out in recent 
years probably one of the most ambitious schemes of 
development of any city in Europe. The success has been 
almost wholly due to the enterprise of its Oberburgo-
meister and its secret lies in the fact that it possesses, 
and exercised, land purchase power. An important 
manufacturing centre, the city itself owns 5330 acres or 
80% of all the land in and around it. With the inaugur-
ation in 1932 of an extensive scheme of development 
providing for the proper location of industry, for park 
lands, residential areas, re-housing, etc., the civic author-
ity determined that the improvements should benefit the 
city itself and not the land speculators. A condition of 
the sale of land by the civic authority is that it must be 
built upon at a certain time. Speculation is eliminated 
by a reservation which permits the city to buy back the 
land and to refuse its assent to any sale to any other 
purchasers as well as to control the rent to be paid. 

The work that has been accomplished at Ulm marks 
it as one of the finest constructive social reforms of this 
century. 

THE TRAFFIC PROBLEM 

The traffic problem in Melbourne and the metropolis 
has in recent years assumed such dimensions that serious 
inconvenience is caused daily to hundreds of thousands 
of people, and the trouble is caused fundamentally by 
bad town planning. 

Congestion is aggravated by a totally inadequate num-
ber of outlets from the city especially in the south over 
the River Yarra and is intensified by the presence of 
trams in our city streets. Whilst Melbourne is still put-
ting down more tram lines, London and other European 
cities are getting rid of them as quickly as they can. 
There are at present 200 miles of trolley bus routes in 
London, and the remaining 100 miles of old tramway 
lines are being converted as opportunities offer. [One 
has been closed during the last few weeks (Ed.).] By 
the end of 1936 there were 7500 trolley buses on the 
roads in London. Surely all this should be of extra-
ordinary significance to those who control transport in 
Melbourne. 

There is a serious shortage of car parking facilities in 
the business and shopping sections of Melbourne, and 
the present practice of converting large sections of many 
of our streets into parking areas is illogical. Three lane 
traffic streets are cut down to practically one lane. 
The service of the many is interrupted by the neces-
sities of the few. It is fundamental that, in a proper 
city plan, streets must be made to serve their proper 
purpose—that of motion. 
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The lack of interest and monotony in the central portion of 
the city would be largely overcome by the creation of several 

City Squares planted with lawn and trees 

PARK LANDS AND PLAYGROUNDS 

In the matter of the provision of play areas we may 
learn much from America. Some idea of the great head-
way being made in these matters in U.S.A. is shown 
by the following figures for that country in the year 
1936:— 

Total Number of Play Areas 	... 17,443 

Outdoor Playgrounds ... 	 9,490 
Recreation Buildings ... 	 1,347 
Indoor Recreation Centres 	 ... 	3,947 
The provision of open garden squares throughout the 

city and metropolis, the proper treatment of all territory 
adjacent to river banks, communicating ways between 
air, land and railway terminals, the preservation of 
amenities, the elimination of bottle-necks, the inaugura-
tion of proper zoning and unified building regulations  

are just a few of the more important tasks which would 
claim the initial attention of a Town Planning Board. 

PARK LANDS AND PLANNING FOR 
RECREATION 

In the original plan of Melbourne, Hoddle provided 
for a continuous belt of park lands encircling the city. 
Frequent appropriations for other purposes have re-
sulted in the breaking up of this belt in many places 
and to-day the area of park land has been reduced to 
2500 acres. The area under control of the Melbourne 
City Council is 1252 acres or 16.2% of the total area. 
Some idea of the way in which the provision of park 
areas in the metropolis has been allowed to lag is 
shown by a perusal of the percentage of reserves to 
total area of the municipality. In Blackburn the per-
centage of reserves to area of municipality is 0.6%, in 
Moorabbin 1%, in Port Melbourne 2%, and in Prah-
ran 3.4%. These percentages are all far below what is 
generally recognized as a reasonable proportion of 
reserve area. Subject to local variations there should be 
at least one acre of park and recreation space for each 
100 of the city's population. 

The operation of a Town Planning Board would 
result in a vast improvement in the provision of park 
lands and recreational areas. 

There are few cities whose growth has been as rapid 
as that of Melbourne, and there are few on the develop-
ment of which less constructive thought has been ex-
pended. The improvements in accordance with a definite 
plan may take years to, accomplish and would neces-
sarily be varied in detail as experience and changing 
conditions dictated. The reconstruction and development 
of our towns must, above all, be the work of creative 
rather than restrictive planners. 

John Burns, the author of the English Town Plan-
ning Act, said—"What is our modest object? Comfort 
in the house; health in the home; dignity in our streets; 
space in our roads; and a lessening of the noises, the 
smoke, the smells, the advertisements, the nuisances that 
accompany a city that is without a plan, because its 
rulers are governors without ideas, and its citizens 
without hopeful outlook and imagination. Industry is 
the condition of a city's being; health, convenience, and 
beauty the conditions of its well-being." 

The next issue of the Journal will contain a feature which will deal with the designing and planning of 
buildings for city offices and will embrace special illustrations of the buildings being erected in Melbourne 

for the Provident Life Assurance Co. and the Victoria Insurance Co. Ltd. 

Statements contained in articles and letters which are 
published in the Journal should be regarded as being 

the opinions of their authors and not as representative 
expressions of the Institute 
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STREET ARCHITECTURE MEDAL 
1937 

THE ROYAL AUSTRALASIAN COLLEGE OF SURGEONS, 

SPRING STREET, MELBOURNE 

Architects : 

LEIGHTON IRWIN AND ROY K. STEVENSON 
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STREET ARCHITECTURE MEDAL 
AWARD FOR 1937 

0 
 N the recommendation of the Victorian Street 

Architecture Medal Jury of the Institute, the 
R.V.I.A. Council has awarded the Medal for 
the year 1937 to Mr. Leighton Irwin and Mr. 

Roy K. Stevenson, Architects, for the building erected 
for the Royal Australasian College of Surgeons, Spring 
Street, Melbourne, the design and construction of which 
were executed under the direction of the afore-named 
Architects. 

The personnel of the Examining Jury is as follows:— 

The President of the Institute (Mr. Alec S. Eggleston) 
ex officio. 

The Chief Architect of the Department of Public 
Works, State of Victoria (Mr. Percy Everett) ex officio. 

The Director of the National Gallery (Mr. J. S. 
McDonald) ex officio. 

The Art Inspector, Education Department, State of 
Victoria (Mr. W. R. Dean) ex officio. 

Seven Architects appointed by the Institute Council, 
viz., Messrs. Geo. R. King, Marcus W. Martin, Charles 
E. Serpell, E. Keith Mackay, Edward F. Billson, W. O. 
McCutcheon and John F. D. Scarborough. 

In recommending the award of the Medal, the Jury 
reported as follows:— 

"The Jury considers that this is an unusual example 
of street architecture as it actually faces streets on all 
four elevations and presents a very interesting treatment 
of the various facades. 

The whole building is dignified and restrained and 
the detail although severe is very satisfactory. 

Attention may be drawn to the fenestration of the 
two wings on either side of the central mass and also to 
the successful use of coloured brickwork. 

The severe entrance portico represents a notable 
departure from classic proportions and a tendency to a 
modern columnar treatment." 

The purpose which has actuated the Council in estab-
lishing the award of the Medal is twofold, viz., to mark 
the official recognition of and to encourage excellence 
in design, and to assist in the promotion of public 
interest in Architecture. 

The Medal is regarded as being the highest honour 
bestowed by the Profession upon its members for the 
design of buildings of high architectural quality and it 
is believed that its establishment is proving to be an 
incentive to members towards obtaining the maximum 
of beauty in civic Architecture. 

It is intended that the Medal together with a Diploma 
signed by the Examining Jury should be presented to the 
successful Architects at a General Meeting of the Insti-
tute and that a suitable tablet should be affixed to the 
chosen building. 

(This structure has been erected on the site of the 
old "Model School" building, the design of which was 
made between 80 and 90 years ago by a former Pre-
sident of the R.V.I.A., the late Arthur E. Johnson, 
F.R.I.B.A.) . 

CARPENTRY AND JOINERY WORK 
TIMBER STANDARDS 

Arising from a suggestion made to the Building 
Industry Congress of Victoria recently by the Timber 
Merchants' Association of Melbourne and Suburbs, the 
Institute Council asks that all members, when preparing 
specifications for timber installations, should make it a 
regular practice to specify that the timber concerned 
"shall be to the standard prescribed by the Standards 
Association of Australia." The adoption of such a prac-
tice, it is pointed out, will serve a threefold purpose, 
viz., the improvement of the average quality of timbers 
available for building uses, the giving of practical effect 
to the expert work of the Standards Association and the 
strengthening of the position of reputable millers and 
merchants. 

DETAILS FOR JOINERY 

The T.M.A. has drawn attention also to instances in 
which tenders have been called for joinery, the speci-
fications having stated "Details to be supplied later." 
The Institute Council agrees with the Timber Mer-
chants' Association that such a procedure is not only 
undesirable, but it operates to the detriment of the 
building project generally and of the merchant and the 
builder in particular. The Council asks that members, 
when inviting the submission of tenders for joinery 
work should, as far as practicable, follow the standard 
practice of supplying fully detailed drawings and speci-
fications. This procedure it is pointed out is conducive 
to complete co-operation between all parties concerned 
and to the successful completion of the contract. 
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HOUSE OF STUDIES A\D NOVITIATE 
FOR THE CARMELITE ORDER 

DONCASTER 

T HE first section of the Whitefriars Monastery. 
for the training of students of the Order for 
parochial and missionary work, has just been 
completed, the Architects for the building having 

been Messrs. Payne & Dale. Built on one of the highest 
points in the district in spacious well timbered grounds 
of 120 acres, the monastery has excellent views of the 
surrounding country bounded by the Dividing Range 
and the Dandenongs. 

The Carmelite Fathers have charge of parishes in the 
Dioceses of Melbourne, Adelaide and Brisbane and the 
Order is the oldest in Australia. 

Young men who have just left school enter the 
Novitiate for their first year of training for the priest-
hood. This is a year of trial and they are bound to sil-
ence and are under strict discipline. They are in charge 
of a master of studies. On successfully completing this 
year they become professed students and enter the House 
of Studies in which they complete the remaining years 
of their course. 

(The Carmelite Order which has a claim to greater 
antiquity than the Church itself takes its name from 
Mount Carmel. The Saracens dispersed the Order from 
the caves of Mount Carmel in A.D. 1098 and the Order 
came to Europe. 

About the year 1212 A.D. some Englishmen who had 
lived amongst the hermits on Mount Carmel returned to 
their native land. 

In 1245 the First Chapter of the West was held at 
the convent of the Carmelites, Aylesford, England, and 
Simon Stock, an Englishman, was elected Prior General 
of the Order.) 

PLAN 

The problem in the planning of the building was to 
provide a building of composite nature and flexible 
enough to enable certain requirements, which will be 
provided for in future building work, to be accom-
modated temporarily by units of the existing structure. 
One instance of this flexibility is that the Chapel at pre-
sent is accommodated in the main library until the 
Chapel is built. The Sacristies to the existing chapel are 
so planned as to be adjoining the future Chapel as well 
as that now existing. 

The building is composite in type in that it fulfils the 
purpose of two separate buildings: 

(1) A Novitiate for 1st Year Students. 
(2) A House of Studies for professed students. 

This is now the more general practice. In this building 
the Novitiate comprises the 2nd (top) floor with separ- 

ate rooms for each student and a room for the Master 
of Novices and separate bath and shower-room blocks. 
It is planned to function as a separate entity from the 
House of Studies which occupies the 1st floor. Each one 
of these floors has its own means of communication with 
the ground floor. 

The ground floor is the only place in which the func-
tions of the Novitiate and the House of Studies combine 
in such units as Chapel, Library and Refectory. 

The Fathers' wing occupies the S.E. corner of the 1st 
floor and is again a separate unit of the plan. 

The building thus consists of accommodation for 
Novices, for Professed Students and for the Fathers who 
comprise the teaching staff. 

Each of these sections has its own common-rooms and 
lavatory accommodation. 

On the ground floor all three sections have units of 
common use, such as Chapel, Library, Refectory and 
Cloisters, and a partly completed Class Room Wing. A 
single story wing on the south side comprises the 
kitchen, servery, stores and staff quarters with boiler 
room and cellar located in the basement. 

With an entrance nearest to the playing field a chang-
ing room with showers and lockers is planned to lead 
into the cloisters. 

The main front entrance leads to the Reception suite 
occupying the front wing on ground floor and consists 
of main hall, main reception room and smaller recep-
tion rooms, together with the necessary lavatory 
accommodation. 

This reception suite is the only portion of the building 
to which the public are admitted and at the end of this 
wing are enclosure doors to afford privacy for the 
monastery. 

Units of the building serving a temporary purpose, 
will resume their true function when the building is 
finally completed. Future additions will include chapel 
and bell tower extensions and class rooms, infirmary, 
etc., as requirements demand. 

CONSTRUCTION 

Because of the hard rock on the site of the building 
it was decided in the interests of economy to level off 
the site to a depth of 2 feet on the top of the hill and to 
provide pier and beam foundations instead of continu-
ous footings. The building is of brick throughout with 
a continuous reinforced concrete beam 42 ins. thick 
and 1 ft. 6 ins. deep around the entire structure at each 
floor level, and on the inside 42 in. walls only. These 
beams would have been visible where they cross the 
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long windows 2 stories in height but for the fact that 
they were painted where visible a very dark blue-grey 
to match the shadow behind the glazing. They afford 
extra rigidity to the structure. The walls externally are 
of pink cream bricks above the clinker brick base and 
the roof is of terra cotta tiles graded from light to dark 
red at the eaves. Walls internally, where not of concrete, 
are of sand-finish plaster. In a building of this nature 
care is needed to ensure as great silence as possible. 
The floors are of concrete 4 in thick and are overlaid 
with 3 in x 2 in jarrah joists secured by built in bolts 
to the concrete. Space between joists are filled to a 
depth of 11 in. with dry "buzzer" chips and sawdust 
and a 4 in. hardwood floor is laid over these. This was 
machine dressed and polished. 

The building is oriented to form a courtyard facing 
North East, so as to take advantage of the sunshine and 
the cloisters are built around this courtyard on three 
sides. Two sides of the arcaded cloisters have steel 
framed semi-circular headed frames glazed with clear 
glass for better protection, one side being left open. 
These cloisters and also the main reception hall and lob-
bies are continuously floored with cement inlay tiles in 
variegated autumn tones, with 4 in. wide joints between. 

Some of the living timber on the site was found to 
be affected with white ants and precautions were taken 
to treat all timber scantlings by immersion in a 30 ft. 
long trough filled with creosote and kerosene mixed in 
the proportions of 1 part of creosote to 3 parts of 
kerosene. 

Staircases are of brown "granolithic" laid over con-
crete and floors of bathroom blocks are of variegated 
"terrazzo." All partitions in bathroom blocks are of 
reinforced concrete 14 in. thick, cast on the site, with 
fine gauge aggregate. 

Corridors are floored with 3/16 in. thick brown lino-
leum laid over a screened surface of concrete. The 
kitchen block is floored with rubber. 

Doors throughout are of solid core construction 
covered on each face with Queensland Walnut veneer 
and the furniture to each individual student's room 
(comprising study table, bed, and wardrobe) is similarly 
faced with this attractive timber. 

The three classrooms already built are separated from 
each other by folding accordion type doors for the full 
width of the classrooms. This arrangement will enable 
these rooms to be used as a lecture hall when future 
classrooms are built. Blackboards to these rooms are of 
Hyloplate built integral with the doors. Hot water is 
installed throughout the building and provision is made 
for central heating by the building in of all pipework 
ready for the installation of radiators in the future. The 
boilers are of the oil fired type and the top floor in the 
existing tower contains the water tanks for the system. 

The Kitchen is equipped with a full range and electric 
oven and long rows of flush doored cupboards are built 
in under the kauri and stainless steel draining tables. 

The general finish of the structure is one of extreme 
simplicity so necessary (apart from reasons of economy)  

in a monastic building. Apart from the main reception-
hall walls and those kitchen and bathroom apartments 
in which paint finish to the walls is absolutely necessary, 
the entire structure is left in the natural soft grey sand 
finish. 

The front entrance detail illustrated herein is of grey 
Hawkesbury Freestone and is designed to show, in the 
tympanum over the main doorway, the heraldic devices 
of the Carmelite Order on one side and of the Roman 
Catholic Archbishop of Melbourne on the other side. 
In the centre is an excellently carved figure of Our Lady 
of Mount Carmel to whom the building is dedicated. 
A continuous band of carving representing the vine 
surrounds the doorway and above the arch is a cross 
in freestone. 

The front cloister is designed to shelter the existing 
chapel from the western sun and it forms a terrace 
above. The arcade of 9 arches is supported on columns 
of synthetic stone of a yellow brown colour. 

Apart from the main entrance and the front cloister 
there is extreme simplicity in the treatment of all eleva-
tions. Eaves around the building have a dog-tooth 
pattern in similar brickwork and all other entrance de-
tails are of special red bricks. The use of colour is noted 
in the reception hall for visitors. The floors are of varie-
gated tile, the walls, of sand-finished plaster, are painted 
dull gold with the faintest of gradations towards a 
lighter shade at the top. The simple cornice and plain 
ceiling are also golden in colour. 

The steel window frames are in blue-green and door 
surfaces are of dull polished Queensland walnut. The 
memorial stone which is inscribed with incised lettering 
is built into the wall opposite main entrance, being sur-
mounted by a crucifix with the figure of ivory and the 
cross of ebony colour. The light fitting in the centre of 
ceiling is of hand-worked bronze finished metal. 

Extreme care has been taken in the design and layout 
of the grounds in close proximity to the monastery. The 
courtyard will eventually be an enclosed garden of lawn 
and shrubs. The main gates will open to a large circular 
driveway leading to the front entrance of the building 
and lined with trees alternately deciduous and evergreen. 
As much as possible of the existing growth will be cared 
for and tennis courts and playing field will be provided. 

All common rooms are planned to make the full use 
of the lovely vistas over the surrounding valleys and 
plate glass windows of extreme width are provided in 
these rooms. 

STYLE 

Unlike many of the other Orders, such as the Fran-
ciscans (whose buildings generally reflect in spirit the 
architecture of Italy or Spain) and because of the great 
antiquity of their origin, the Carmelite Order does not 
follow a traditional style in the architecture of its build-
ings. The architects sought to express while making 
fullest use of local materials the simplicity that is so 
much a part of the monastic life, while making as full 
use as possible, of local materials. 
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VIEW FROM THE SOUTH-WEST 
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DETAIL OF FRONT ENTRANCE 

Architects : 
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HOUSE OF STUDIES AND NOVITIATE 

FRONT CLOISTER FROM THE NORTH-WEST 

Architects: 

PAYNE & DALE 

Illustration by courtesy of Applied Concrete Ltd. 
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HOUSE OF STUDIES AND NOVITIATE 

ANGLE OF THE COURTYARD FROM THE 
NORTH CLOISTER 

Architects : 

PAYNE & DALE 

Illustration by courtesy of the Oliver-Davey Glass Co. Pty. Ltd. 
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HOUSE OF STU DIES AND NOVITIATE 

CORRIDOR TO NOVICES` CELLS 

Architects 

PAYNE & DALE 
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HOUSE OF STUDIES AND NOVITIATE 

REFECTORY 

Architects : 

PAYNE & DALE 

Illustration by courtesy of the J. Maddock Furniture Co 

JOURNAL OF THE ROYAL VICTORIAN INSTITUTE OF ARCHITECTS 

JANUARY - FEBRUARY, 1938 





ST. ANDREW'S CATHEDRAL 
SYDNEY 

ARCHITECTURAL COMPETITION 

V HE Assessors of the competition which was held 
throughout the British Empire for the extending, 
remodelling and/or rebuilding of St. Andrew's 
Cathedral, Sydney, have submitted the following 

report to the promoters, the Sydney Diocese of the 
Church of England: 

"Gentlemen, 

The Assessors for the Extension of St. Andrew's 
Cathedral and other Buildings, Sydney, have the honour 
to report as follow:- 

1. Pursuant to your instructions, a competition was 
held for the above proposal. 

2. Thirty designs were submitted, and the Assessors 
examined each design with care, and have repeatedly 
re-examined each design. 

3. The Assessors have taken into consideration the 
varied requirements of the programme and, in ac-
cordance with the Conditions of Competition, have 

selected Design No. 26 as the most meritorious, and 
hereby designate that design for first place, Design 
No. 13 for second place and Design No. 20 for 
third place. 

4. Design No. 26 fulfils to an unusual degree the 
exacting conditions of the programme. It presents a 
good plan, an interior and exterior of high dignity 
and interest. It gives evidence of great architectural 
ability on the part of the author, and promises a 
public monument in every way worthy of the City 
of Sydney. 

5. The Assessors selected Designs Nos. 1, 4, 6, 11, 13, 
17, 20, 22, 23 and 26 as the ten designs referred to 
in the Conditions of Competition in numerical 
order. 

6. Sir Giles Gilbert Scott has signified his concurrence. 
Respectfully yours, 

HOWARD SYDNEY. 
B. J. WATERHOUSE." 

THE AUTHORS OF THE SELECTED DESIGNS ARE AS FOLLOWS:– 

Design No. 26—First Premium, R. A. P. Pinckney and A. F. E. Gott, London. 

Design No. 13 	Second Premium, M. Saphir Smith, Sydney. 

Design No. 20—Third Premium, T. J. Rushton, of the firm of Sir Charles A. 
Nicholson, Bart., and T. J. Rushton, London. 

Design No. 1—David W. King, and E. Lindsay Thompson, Sydney. 

Design No. 4 	Cordingley and McIntyre, Ireland. 

Design No. 6—J. D. Mendham, England. 

Design No. 11--John F. Morgan, England. 

Design No. 17 	Phillip Tilden and Williamson, England. 

Design No. 22 	T. J. Rushton, England. 

Design No. 23—Peddle, Thorp and Walker, Sydney. 

Premiums of £500, £300 and £200 were offered for premiated drawings are published in this 

award to the authors of the designs placed 1st, 2nd and Journal. See pages 236 to 239. 

3rd in order of merit, respectively. Illustrations of the 

issue of the 
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ST. AN D R EW'S CATH E D RAL 

FIRST PREMIATED DESIGN 

Architect : R. A. P. PINCKNEY AND A. F. E. GOTT, LONDON 



ST. ANDREW'S CATHEDRAL 

PLANS OF THE FIRST PREMIATED DESIGN 

Architects : R. A. P. PINCKNEY AND A. F. E. GOTT, LONDON 



ST. ANDREW'S CATHEDRAL 

SECOND PREMIATED DESIGN 

Architect: M. SAPHIR SMITH, SYDNEY 



S T ANDREW'S CATHEDRAL  

THIRD PREMIATED DESIGN 

Architects T. J. RUSHTON, OF THE FIRM OF SIR CHARLES A. NICHOLSON, BART., AND T. J. RUSHTON, LONDON 



CURRENT ARCHITECTURAL WORKS 

PENINSULAR HOUSE, 

COLLINS STREET, 

MELBOURNE 

Architects 

ROBERT B. HAMILTON 

AND MARCUS H. NORRIS 
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CURRENT ARCHITECTURAL WORKS 

PROPOSED NEW BOARDING HOUSE AT GEELONG COLLEGE 

Architect : PHILIP B. HUDSON 
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THE KING GEORGE V. JUBILEE MATERNAL AND INFANT WELFARE BUILDING, WOMEN'S HOSPITAL, MELBOURNE 
Architects : STEPHENSON & TURNER 
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AUSTRALIAN HOMES 
FROM AUSTRALIAN FORESTS" 

COMPETITION 

i 

ECENTLY the Government of New South Wales 
through its Forestry Commission sponsored an 
Architectural Competition for designs for tim-
ber houses suitable for erection in the cities and 

towns of New South Wales. 
The purpose of the competition was "to demonstrate 

the utilitarian and aesthetic possibilities of native timber 
construction ; to stimulate the use and best application 
of native timbers, leading to the promotion of afforesta-
tion, re-afforestation, and the improvement of State 
Forests ; and to encourage the use of seasoned timber 
and the higher development of the native timber 
industry."  

The subject of the Competition was as follows:— 
"Mr. Wiseman has decided to build a small, all-

timber house for himself and his family, which consists 
of his wife and two children, a boy 11 and a girl 13. 
His income is a moderate one and he hopes to be able 
to afford a motor car. He does not employ any full-time 
servants. A single-storied house is desired but the style, 
arrangements, and space requirements are left entirely 
to the Architect. Mr. Wiseman insists on a beautiful, 
substantial and modern home, designed for comfortable, 
convenient and healthy living. He wants a compact 
home service, with everything handy. 

Rooms serving more than one major purpose would 
not be frowned upon if specifically designed for such 
purpose. Importance is attached to the provision of ade-
quate cupboard space, etc., for the use of the family. 

A garage must be provided for, but no preference is 
expressed for its position on the block, but in the event  

of it being separate, provision must be made for such 
connection with the house as will provide protection 
in inclement weather. 

The client has - available several more or less rect-
angular inside lots, in a well-wooded Sydney suburb, 
each 50 ft. frontage x 150 ft. deep, facing various 
points of the compass. 

The orientation of the house is left to the competi-
tors, but it must be made clear on the drawings. 

In all cases no buildings can be placed closer than 
4 ft. to the side or rear boundaries. 

Designs found to exceed a total of 1800 square feet 
will not be considered." 

The Assessors of the Competition were Messrs. Leith 
McCredie and C. P. Sorensen, Architects, of Sydney, 
and Mr. E. H. F. Swain, Forestry Commissioner of 
New South Wales. 

One hundred and fifty designs were submitted from 
various parts of Australia and First Prize was awarded 
to Messrs. Herbert, Wilson & Pynor, Architects, of 
Sydney. The drawings placed second, third and fourth 
in order of merit were submitted by Mr. W. Phineas 
Holdsworth, of Sydney; Mr. Frank W. Murphy, of Mel-
bourne, and Mr. John P. Mockridge, of Geelong, Vic-
toria, respectively. 

The design submitted by Mr. L. Garrard Cahn (A.) , 
of Melbourne, was placed seventh in order of merit, 
whilst that presented by Mr. J. P. Shimmin (A.) was 
specially commended by the Assessors. 

The four premiated drawings are reproduced on the 
following pages. 

CURRENT ARCHITECTURAL WORKS 
H section of the Journal has been established for the purpose 
drawing the attention of the Architectural Profession and the Build- 

of 

ing Industry generally to notable examples of current building works 
under the direction of members of the Institute. 

Pages 240 and 241 illustrate three particularly interesting buildings in 
Victoria, viz.:— 

Peninsular House, Collins Street, Melbourne, the construction of which was 
completed recently; 

A proposed new Boarding House at Geelong College; and 

The King George V. Jubilee Maternal and Infant Welfare Building, 
Women's Hospital, Melbourne, which is in course of erection. 
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"AUSTRALIAN HOMES FROM AUSTRALIAN FORESTS" COMPETITION 

FIRST PREMIATED DESIGN - HERBERT, WILSON & PYNOR 
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OFFICERS OF THE INSTITUTE FOR 1937-38 

President 
Ex-President 
Vice-President 

Alec S. Eggleston 
... F. L. Klingender 
... Leslie M. Perrott 

Hon. Secretary ... 	... W. O. McCutcheon 
Hon. Assistant Secretary Edward F. Billson 
Hon. Treasurer ... 	... Gordon Murphy 

MEMBERS OF COUNCIL 

W. A. M. Blackett 	R. B. Hamilton 
	

Roy K. Stevenson 	Stanley T. Parkes 
A. R. Butler 	Charles E. Serpell 

	
Colin C. McKenzie 	John F. D. Scarborough 

Secretary of the Institute ... John B. Islip 

Mr. John H. Harriott 

DOTES OF GENERAL INTEREST 
Mr. Allan Rynhart 

Love was elected to 
Associate Membership 
of the Institute re-
cently after having 
completed the exam-
ination qualifying for 
such election. Mr. 
Love, who is a mem-
ber of the firm of 
Messrs. Scarborough, 
Robertson & Love, 
Architects, of 368 
Collins Street, Mel-
bourne C.1 (Tele- 

Mr. Allan R. Love 	phone F5775) , studied 
Architecture at the Melbourne Technical College and, 
later, at the University of Melbourne Architectural 
Atelier at which he was awarded the Diploma of Archi-
tectural Design. 

Mr. G. A. Beech (A.) has been appointed to the 
Architectural branch (temporary) , Department of the 
Interior, 315 Post Office Place, Melbourne, C.1. 

Mr. D. F. Cowell Ham (F.) has been invited to 
hang two of his water colour drawings of Australian 
landscapes in the New South Wales Sesqui-Centenary 
Art Exhibition. The Exhibition is being organised by 
the Trustees of the New South Wales Art Gallery in 
co-operation with the Anniversary Celebrations Com-
mittee, Mr. Sydney Long, A.R.A., having been appointed 
to make a selection of suitable exhibits. Mr. Cowell 
Ham is well-known in Art circles in Queensland and 
New South Wales and is a Past President of the Royal 
Queensland Art Society. 

Mr. Colin J. F. Shaw (A.) has been admitted to 
Associate Membership of the Royal Institute of British 
Architects. Mr. Shaw, who studied Architecture at the 
University of Melbourne, is attached to the Munitions 
Supply Board at Maribyrnong. He is the youngest son 
of Mr. E. Shaw, a member of the Institution of Civil 
Engineers, who formerly was a Commissioner of the 
State Rivers and Water Supply Commission. 

Mr. John Haig Har-
riott was admitted re-
cently to Associate-
ship of the Institute. 
He studied Architec-
ture at the Swinburne 
Technical College and 
at the University of 
Melbourne Architec-
tural Atelier and last 
year passed the exam-
ination qualifying him 
for nomination to As-
sociate Membership. 
Mr. Harriott, who dur-
ing the course of his 
studies was awarded the R.V.I.A. War Memorial 
Scholarships of 1933 and 1935, is an Instructor at the 
Swinburne Technical College. 

Mr. Percy H. Meldrum (F.) has entered into part-
nership with Mr. A. A. Noad (A.) , the firm practising 
under the name of Meldrum & Noad, at 379 Collins 
Street (A.P.A. Building) , Melbourne, C.1 (Telephone 
MU4721) . 

Mr. Malcolm Finlayson (A.) , who is a member of 
the Architectural Branch of the Department of the 
Interior, has been transferred from the headquarters of 
the Department at Canberra where he was located for 
several years, to the offices of the Department at Perth, 
W.A. Mr. Finlayson assumed the new position early 
in the present year. 

On an invitation from the Standards Association of 
Australia, the Council of the Institute has appointed a 
representative on the Victorian sub-committee of the 
Association which is dealing with the subject of stand-
ards for hospital furniture, Mr. Robert S. Demaine 
(A.) having been appointed to the position. This sub-
committee is considering the specifying of standards 
for bed-side lockers, bed-screens, instrument-tables, ward 
tables, over-bed tables, operating tables, towel-stands 
and examination and treatment couches. 
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MINUTES OF GENERAL MEETING OF INSTITUTE 
Held on. board the R.M.S. "Orontes," Station Pier, Port Melbourne, Monday, November 22nd, 1937 

Present.—Council Members—Messrs. Alec S. Eggle-
ston (President), A. R. Butler, Robert B. Hamilton, 
F. L. Klingender, Leslie M. Perrott, Charles E. Serpell, 
Edward F. Billson, W. O. McCutcheon, Stanley T. 
Parkes, and John F. D. Scarborough. 

The attendance registers recorded the presence of 51 
other members and 76 visitors. 

In Attendance.—Mr. - John B. Islip (Secretary) . 

Orient Line of Steamers.—The President conveyed 
the thanks of the Institute to the Orient Steam Naviga-
tion Company and to the Commander of the R.M.S. 
"Orontes" (Captain G. G. Thorne) for their generous 
assistance in having made it possible for the meeting 
to be held on board the "Orontes." Representatives of 
the Orient Line expressed their pleasure at having been 
able to assist the Institute in this regard. 

Visitors.—The President extended a welcome to the 
visitors, particularly to Mr. F. R. Nicholas, Naval Archi-
tect (who had accepted an invitation to address the 
meeting regarding Naval Architecture) , the President 
and Hon. Secy. of the Students' Society of the R.V.I.A. 
(Messrs. W. Lambert Lee and A. R. Shepherd), the 
President of the Building Industry Congress of Victoria 
(Mr. T. A. Pemberton) and Mrs. Pemberton, Dr. F. H. 
Campbell (representing the Australian Chemical Insti-
tute, Victorian Branch) and Mrs. Campbell, Mr. J. G. 
Gillespie (representing the Victorian Institute of Sur-
veyors) and Mrs. Gillespie, the Building Surveyor of 
the Melbourne City Council (Mr. H. Reed) and Mrs. 
Reed, the Editor of "Building and Construction" (Mr. 
E. W. Norwood) and Mrs. Norwood, and the Editor  

of "The Australian Home Beautiful" (Mr. W. A. 
Shum) . 

Immediate Past President.—The President extended 
a welcome home to the Immediate Past President (Mr. 
F. L. Klingender) who during the previous week had 
returned to Melbourne following a tour of England 
and the Continent. Mr. Klingender returned thanks for 
the greetings of the President. 

Apologies.—Apologies for non-attendance were re-
ceived from the - following-named members :—Misses 
E. M. Good and E. E. Harvie and Messrs. G. D. Gar-
vin, Kingsley A. Henderson, Leighton Irwin, Frederick 
Morsby, P. A. Oakley, Roy K. Stevenson, C. E. Wright, 
Robert Cousland, John H. Harriott, Frank N. Heath, 
Eric Hughes, Eric W. Moorhead, F. L. Norris, Marcus 
H. Norris, A. E. C. Opie, A. J. Ralton and A. Bram-
well Smith. 

"Naval Architecture."—Mr. F. R. Nicholas, a mem-
ber of the Institute of Naval Architects (London) , then 
gave an address entitled "Naval Architecture," the ad-
dress dealing with such matters as design, plan, construc-
tion, speed, stability, interior decoration and comfort. 
(The address was published in the November issue of 
the Institute Journal.) A vote of thanks to Mr. Nicholas 
for the giving of his address was moved by Mr. Perrott 
and after having been seconded by Mr. Hamilton and 
supported by several members and visitors was carried 
with acclamation. 

At the conclusion of the lecture, those present at the 
meeting were conducted by the Ship's officers on an 
inspection of the R.M.S. "Orontes" and later were 
entertained at supper in the lounge. 

TIMBER GRADING RULES 

l~ 
HE Standards Association of Australia announces 
the issue of a new Australian Standard range 
of Terms and Definitions for use in Timber 
Grading Rules. 

It has been recognised that one of the annoying dif-
ficulties in the timber industry is the multiplicity of 
terms used to denote similar features either in timber 
production or use. Many of the terms are only local in 
use and the confusion which results often causes mis-
understanding and delay. 

The definitions which have now been issued have 
been prepared by the Standards Association's Commit-
tees which consist of representatives of all branches of 
timber-producing and using industries in the various 
States of the Commonwealth and were originally pub-
lished in draft form as the Council for Scientific and 
Industrial Research, Forest Products Division's Trade 
Circular No. 15. Already, therefore, the recommended 
terms and definitions are well-known. 

After preliminary issue as Trade Circular No. 15 
by C.S.I.R. comments and criticisms were collected and 
considered and the definitions were then revised in the 
light of the guidance thus received from them. Where 
alternative terms are shown there is a cross reference 
for convenience, but it will in time be of definite advan-
tage to the timber industry if one word only to describe 
a particular feature is used throughout the Common-
wealth. Where terms used in England differ the English 
term is shown in brackets. 

The publication deals with terms used in manufac-
turing classification and terms used in describing tim-
ber. In each case a definition is inserted. Diagrams are 
included to describe the terms "Cup", "Twist", "Bow" 
and "Spring", and Appendices are included describing 
the Test for Surface Stresses and for Defects in Timber 
due to Insect Attack. 

Copies of the new publication are on sale at the 
office of the Standards Association of Australia, 422 
Collins Street, Melbourne, C.1. 
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