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HE Committee of the Institute which is charged 
with the management of the "Journal of the 
R.V.I.A." is giving constant attention to the 
matter of improving the general standard and 

tone of the Journal with a view to making it a pub-
lication of which the Institute may be proud and in 
which all members, subscribers, advertisers and others 
to whom the Journal is issued may find the widest 
interest and value. 

The Journal provides the Institute with an important 
link in keeping members and students informed regard-
ing matters of current professional interest and, in 
addition, serves a particularly useful purpose in the 
work which is being carried out by the R.V.I.A. in 
creating in the minds of the public a higher appreci-
ation of the value of qualified Architectural services. 
Further, as an ambassador of the profession in Parlia-
mentary and other public and semi-public spheres, its 
value is inestimable. It also makes a distinct contribution 
to the propagation of an Architectural conscience. 

The circulation is being extended to cover all sec-
tions of the building industry throughout the State of 
Victoria, copies of each issue being sent to all members 
of the Institute, as well as to registered Architects, 
Architectural students, engineers, surveyors, chemists, 
builders, sub-contractors, manufacturers and merchants, 
and to a large number of representative citizens. Outside 
Victoria, the Journal reaches all recognised Societies of 
Architects and other leading organisations throughout 
the world. 

An important manner in which the circulation has 
been widened is that immediately following the publica-
tion of each issue, presentation copies are sent to leading 
citizens throughout Victoria. Judging from the large 
number of replies which have been received, this inno-
vation is causing considerable interest among recipients 
of such copies. 

A letter was sent recently to all Registered Architects 
who are not members of the Institute inviting them to 
become subscribers to the Journal at a nominal sub-
scription. This has resulted in a majority of the practis-
ing Architects who are not members becoming sub-
scribers. Thus, all practising Architects are being encour-
aged to take an active part in giving effect to the work 
and ideals of the Institute, and to the general advance-
ment of the profession. 

Action is being taken to see that interesting and 
useful text matter is published, with the result that 
members and students of the Architectural profession 
are expressing a much greater interest in succeeding 
issues. Articles embracing a variety of subjects are being 
sought and obtained, from experts in various branches 
of Architectural practice, relating to current Architec-
tural works, notable examples of design and plan, office 
management, education, new building materials and 
equipment, research problems, the work of the Institute, 
students' activities, library notes, overseas news, and 
matters of general interest. 

The typography of the Journal, and its relatiôn to the 
text and illustrative material, conforms to modern trends 
and the highest traditions of the printing craft. The 
range of illustrations is being extended to embrace all 
spheres of Architectural interest. 

The quality of the paper and other printing materials 
now used in the production of the Journal compares 
more than favourably with that employed in similar 
types of publications in other centres of the world. 

Advertisers are being encouraged to make greater 
efforts to raise the standard of their advertisements and 
to co-operate in stimulating and maintaining interest 
therein by changing their.. advertising matter frequently 
and, if possible, by improving its design and appeal. 
In this connection, a suggestion has been conveyed to 
the advertisers to the effect that they should consider 
offering small prizes to student members of the Institute 
for the submission of designs for advertising material 
planned in such a manner as to be of particular interest 
to Architects. 

It has been suggested by the President (Mr. Alec S. 
Eggleston) that if members were to arrange for the 
binding of their copies of the Journal following the 
publication of each volume, the bound copies would 
form a useful contribution to the libraries of members. 
Such a procedure would give ready and permanent 
access to the informative papers which are contained 
in the Journal and would amply repay the small expense 
involved. To make such volumes of ready reference 
value an index to contents will appear in the concluding 
issue of each volume. 

The Committee would be glad to receive and con-
sider any suggestions readers may have in mind from 
time to time for the further improvement of the Journal. 
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REGISTRATION OF ARCHITECTS 

 from the Architects Registration 

ÀDEPuTATX0N 

 Board of Victoria and the R.V.I.A. waited upon 
the Minister of Public Works (the Hon. G. L. 
Goudie, M.L.C.) last month and strongly urged 

that the Government should introduce a Bill for the 
amendment of the Architects Act to protect the title 
"Architect". 

The Secretary of the Department of Public Works 
(Mr. C. C. Gale) and the Private Secretary to the 
Minister (Mr. E. L. Cook) also were present at the 
meeting. 

In addressing the Minister, the Chairman of the Board 
(Mr. Kingsley A. Henderson) said:— 

I am the Chairman of the Architects Registration 
Board of Victoria, and I desire to introduce to you Mr. 
Alec S. Eggleston, the President of the Royal Victorian 
Institute of Architects; Mr. W. S. P. Godfrey, ex-Pre-
sident of the Institute and ex-Chairman of the Board; 
Mr. A. C. Leith, who is a practising Architect and 
represents the Engineering profession on the Board; 
Mr. Stanley T. Parkes, Architect; Mr. W. R. Dean, the 
Art Inspector of the Education Department, and Mr. 
J. B. Islip, the Registrar of the Board. I desire to 
apologise for the absence of Cr. John S. Gawler, who is 
lecturing at the University, and Mr. Percy Everett, the 
Government Architect, who is in the country. 

I was President of the Royal Victorian Institute of 
Architects fourteen years ago, when the Architects 
Registration Act was passed by the Lawson Government, 
and we desire to address you this morning on the sub-
ject of the proper registration of the word "Architect". 

Even fourteen years ago, at the time the Act was 
passed, the late Mr. Billson had a private Member's 
Bill before the House, which Bill made provision for 
protecting the word "Architect". The Act as passed 
established a Registration Board, which Board is respon-
sible to you as Minister for Public Works, and the 
principal duty of the Board is to register all Architects 
who are possessors of certain qualifications from the 
point of view of education and practice. 

Victoria pioneered the legislation for the registration 
of Architects and achieved success only after ten years 
of effort, so that one might say the effort to obtain 
registration for architects started twenty-four years ago. 

You are well aware that the object of this deputation 
is to ask you to amend the Architects Registration Act 
so that only those who have qualifications of education 
and practice can use the word "architect". At present 
those who are registered by the Board call themselves 
"Registered Architects", and anyone can call himself an 
"Architect". New South Wales, Queensland, Western 

fREPRESENTATIONS TO 

THE GOVERNMENT 

Australia and Tasmania have all passed Registration 
Acts since the Victorian Act was passed, and in each 
of those States the word "Architect" has been protected 
in that only qualified men can use it. South Africa and 
New Zealand also have legislation for the registration 
of architects, which legislation again protects the word 
"Architect". Your Board in its annual reports and in 
deputations to you and to your predecessors in office has 
repeatedly asked for the amendment of the Act. The 
Royal Victorian Institute of Architects in deputations 
to you has endorsed the recommendation of the Board. 
The Victorian Society of Architects, a body not mem-
bers of the R.V.I.A., has also asked for the amendment, 
and the Master Builders' Association of Victoria has 
expressed its approval of the principle of amendment 
of the Act. 

I should like to tell you something of the history of 
the passing of the original legislation fourteen years 
ago. Sir Harry Lawson—then Mr. Lawson—was Pre-
mier, and he asked me as President of the Institute to 
meet the then Leader of the Opposition (Mr. Prender-
gast) in conference and explain to him our hopes and 
ambitions in regard to the registration of architects. 
When I conferred with Mr. Prendergast he expressed a 
fear that we architects would be building up a privi-
leged class of persons who might in time to come be a 
close corporation and raise their fees to the disadvantage 
of the public. I pointed out to Mr. Prendergast at that 
time that we had quite recently reduced our fees to the 
public and that our main desire in regard to registration 
was the protection of the poorer people of the com-
munity—that is the small investing building public. I 
told him there were frequent cases in the County Court 
where disappointments as between home owners and 
unqualified architects were ventilated, and that if only 
those people who possessed a measure of qualification 
were allowed to use the word "Architect", there would 
be a measure of protection for the worker who desired 
to build a home. After a long conference with Mr. 
Prendergast I convinced him that our wishes were sound. 
He assured me that there would be no opposition to 
the Bill from his side of the House. I conveyed his 
assurance to Sir Harry Lawson, and the Bill passed in 
about twenty minutes. 

The fact of the matter to-day, Mr. Minister, is that 
the less educated section of the public still thinks that 
the "architect" is the superior being and the "registered 
architect" is the inferior being. 
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be entitled to use the title which denotes the greatest of 
all the professions, that of the architect." 

VIEWS OF THE INSTITUTE 

The President of the R.V.I.A. (Mr. Eggleston) stated 
that he had not been present at previous deputations, 
but the duty of presenting the case for the Institute had 
been entrusted to him by the retiring President, and an 
examination of the records of the Institute showed that 
for many years each succeeding President had received 
this trust from his predecessor. 

Mr. Eggleston felt that he was speaking for 100% 
of the members of the profession when he urged the 
Minister to undertake the introduction of the amending 
Bill at the earliest possible moment. 

The Institute in recent years had established a high 
standard of architectural education, for students, and it 
could safely be stated that the standard of education in 
architecture in Victoria was at least equal, if not superior, 
to that found in other States of Australia. It seemed 
a strange anomaly therefore, that registered Architects 
of Victoria were not granted the privilege of reciprocity 
by other States whose registration Acts were more 
stringent than that which was operating in Victoria. 

He, therefore, urged an early amendment of the pre-
sent Act in order to remove the hindrance under which 
Victorian Architects were forced to work when prac-
tising in other States. 

Other speakers pointed out that the amendment as 
proposed would not cause any injustice to any persons 
not qualified for Registration as they would not be pre-
vented from carrying out building work provided that 
they did not entitle themselves "Architects". 

In reply to the deputation, the Minister said that he 
appreciated the recommendation of the Board and that 
he would bring the matter before the Cabinet for early 
onsideration. 

A major disadvantage of the present state of affairs is 
the question of our practising in other States. Architects 
from any State may come to Victoria and practise with-
out being registered. Architects who are registered in 
Victoria, however, find it difficult to practise as archi-
tects in other. States and have to call themselves "de-
signers". In New South Wales we may be fined for 
calling ourselves architects if we do not register under 
their Act, and they do not desire to reciprocate in the 
matter of registrations while our Act remains in its pre-
sent form. 

Another extraordinary point is that members of our 
staffs can leave us and start in practice as architects 
without any hindrance from anybody. I recently had a 
case in my own office of a lad on quite a minor salary 
who left me, furnished an elaborate office and put up 
his plate as an architect. 

Your Board feels discouraged and dissatisfied with 
the present state of affairs. We feel that we are not 
doing as helpful a work as we might be in the com-
munity. We encourage architectural students to train 
to pass examinations and to travel, and then we pay 
them the doubtful compliment of telling them they are 
entitled to call themselves "registered architects", 
whereas a completely untrained man can call himself an 
"architect". Logically only those who are registered 
should be allowed to call themselves registered archi-
tects, and all the others should be compelled to call 
themselves unregistered architects, unless the Act is 
amended. 

We feel that we have in great measure the safety of 
the citizens in our hands in regard to the buildings we 
design, from the points of view of stability, safety from 
fire, health, finance, and the beauty of our cities. We 
also feel that the proper training and qualification of 
architects will encourage healthy investment in build-
ing, and we strongly consider that only those who have 
trained and travelled and practised and qualified should 

CURRENT ARCHITECTURAL WORKS 

1 	
HE following pagesillustrate five particularly 
interesting examples o

ill
f current Architectura

lar 
 l 

works for the construction of which preparations 
are being made by members of the Institute, 

viz.:— 
A general traffic bridge spanning the River Yarra at 

Punt Road being erected by the Country Roads 
Board. 

The Bishop's Residence at Dodoma, Tanganyika, 
Africa. 

The new Anzac House, Melbourne. 
An aeroplane hangar at the Essendon Aerodrome. 
The Beth Israel Temple at East St. Kilda. 

This feature of the Journal is intended to draw atten-
tion to notable building projects for the erection of 
which contracts have been let, or for which prepara-
tions are being made. According to communications 
which have been received by the management of the 
Journal, its introduction is proving of considerable in-
terest to the members and students of the Architectural 
Profession as well as to other sections of the Building 
Industry. 

Members of the Institute are invited to forward to 
the Secretary any perspective drawings of current works 
they may have in hand from time to time, with a view 
to publication in this section. 
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CURRENT ARCHITECTURAL WORKS 

THE PUNT ROAD BRIDGE 

Consulting Architects: HUGHES & ORME 

THE BISHOP'S RESIDENCE, DODOMA, TANGANYIKA, AFRICA 

Architect: MARCUS W. MARTIN 
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CURRENT ARCHITECTURAL WORKS 

ANZAC HOUSE, 

MELBOURNE 

Architect: 

STANLEY T. PARKES 
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AN AEROPLANE HANGAR AT THE ESSENDON AERODROME 
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THE 

PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS 
Delivered by the President (Mr. Alec S. Eggleston) at the General 

Meeting of the Institute, held at Kelvin Hall, July 21st, 1937 

distinct understanding that the latter was to restrict its 
functions to the defining of standards of a Federal char-
acter, leaving it to the various States to give effect to 
such standards. 

The present operations of the R.A.I.A. however, 
have far exceeded its original purpose as we in Victoria 
understood it, and the whole present tendency is towards 
unification, rather than towards the development, under 
a Federal Constitution, of the individual State Institutes. 

Your Council, following upon strong representations 
by our delegates to the most recent meeting of the 
Australian Council, has been invited to draft suggestions 
regarding future policy, and these have been forwarded 
to the Secretary of the R.A.I.A. for consideration. 

Briefly, the suggestions are that either the Constitu- 
tion of the Australian Institute be revised on the lines 
of the Canadian Institute in order to provide that the 
Royal Victorian Institute should be the governing body 
of the profession in Victoria, or alternatively, that the 
Victorian Institute be given full authority to administer 
the subjects referred to in the authorising resolutions 
provided that the Victorian Institute gives effect to the 
aims and objects of the R.A.I.A. in Victoria. 

It is suggested that the scheme incorporate an agree-
ment whereby membership of the Royal Victorian Insti- 
tute will automatically qualify a person for member-
ship of the Royal Australian Institute, and that all mem- 
bers of the latter-named body in Victoria shall be 
members of the Victorian Institute. 

The agreement as proposed would also protect the 
finances of the Royal Victorian Institute and would 
reduce the cost of the R.A.I.A. to a minimum as far as 
members in Victoria are concerned. 

We are expecting shortly to hold an informal con- 
ference with Prof. Hook at which these suggestions will 
be discussed. 

OVERSEAS VISITS 

It may be of interest to record that at the present 
time 21 members of the Institute and several student 
members are engaged in visits overseas, and your Institute 
is doing all in its power to further the interest of travel-
ling members in view of the very great advantage accru- 
ing to the profession of Architecture by study abroad. 

CREDIT BUREAU 

The Building Industry Congress Credit Bureau of 
which your Institute is a member, is now an established 
fact, and exists for the purpose of providing informa- 
tion respecting the financial standing of those who 
operate within the Industry. Experienced Architects 

Alderman Lewis, Ladies and Gentlemen, 

AY I on behalf of the meeting, say how 

I glad we are to see our visitors present this 
l evening, and express our very sincere regret 

at the absence through illness of the Acting 
Lord Mayor, Sir William Brunton. 

His interest in the profession of Architecture is well 
known, and had he been able to be present, Sir Wil-
liam's remarks would have been of great interest to 
us all. 

Alderman Dr. J. Monahan Lewis has, however, 
kindly consented to represent the Melbourne City Coun-

cil and he will speak to us later on. Dr. Lewis has a 
strong personal interest both in Art and Music and 
we are particularly fortunate in having him with us 
this evening. 

It is my first duty, on your behalf, to express our 
unswerving loyalty to Their Majesties, King George VI. 
and Queen Elizabeth, whose Coronation we celebrated 
so recently, and our satisfaction that one of our Past 
Presidents, Mr. Kingsley Henderson, received the decor-
ation of C.M.G. We all feel that in honouring Mr, 
Henderson, His Majesty paid a compliment to the whole 
of our profession in Australia. 

The work of your Council during the past months 
has been directed to several very important matters 
which intimately affect our welfare and with your per-
mission, I shall briefly refer to some of them. 

ARCHITECTS ACT 

The Hon. the Minister for Public Works has kindly 
agreed to lay the matter of the proposed amendment 
of the Architects Act again before the Cabinet. I have 
already assured Mr. Goudie that I speak for 100% of 
our members in urging that the present Act be amended 
to give proper protection to the term "Architect". 

At present, qualified Architects may become Regis-
tered and entitle themselves `Registered Architects', 
but this does not prevent unqualified men from styling 
themselves Architects, even though they are entirely 
devoid of training. The Act in its present form is almost 
useless as the public naturally cannot be expected to dis-
tinguish between "Architects" who are not Architects, 
and "Registered Architects" who are highly trained and 
fully qualified 

THE R.A.I.A. 

Your Council continues to be very concerned with the 
increasing activities of the R.A.I.A. in the administra-
tion of the Profession in Australia. We in Victoria 
agreed to enter the Royal Australian Institute on the 
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realise the value of accurate and confidential information 
regarding the financial status of contractors and sub-
contractors, and we are pleased to see an increasing 
tendency to make careful preliminary enquiries in this 
direction' with a view to awarding contracts to men of 
financial stability. 

The Secretary of the Institute will be pleased to pro- 
vide members with information concerning this very 
valuable service of the B.I.C. 

ARCHITECTURAL EDUCATION 

I cannot let this occasion pass without taking the op-
portunity of congratulating, on your behalf, the members 
of the Board of Architectural Education on the very 
excellent work which they have done during the past 
year. The high standard of our profession in Victoria is 
very largely due to the efforts of this Board, which has 
been able to re-organise the teaching of Architecture in 
Victoria, and to bring about the granting of recognition 
to certain schools approved by the Board itself. 

It may now be said that the Institute is able through 
the Board of Architectural Education, to control to a 
great extent, the teaching of students throughout the 
State. 

PUBLIC AFFAIRS 

There is no doubt that if members of our profession 
could be induced to take more direct interest in public 
matters and to enter the service of the State in Muni-
cipal Councils and Politics, it would be a very great 
advantage not only to the profession itself, but to the 
community generally. 

The Architect, among all the learned professions, 
has unrivalled opportunities of intercourse with various 
strata of society and his special training with regard to 
finance and also concerning structural work and housing 
problems, fits him peculiarly for public service of this 
kind. 

Our Institute is now receiving valuable returns from 
the work which it has undertaken in recent years in 
giving publicity to the work of the profession. An 
Architectural conscience is being evolved and the public 
is responding to information which is published regu- 
larly regarding building projects and matters concerning 
design. 

THE JOURNAL 

This feature of the Institute's activities is undoubtedly 
a very great credit, not only to the Journal and Pub-
licity Committee, but particularly to the Chairman 
thereof, Mr. Leslie M. Perrott, who is giving unstinted 
time and thought to its preparation. 

The average member who receives his copy is apt, I 
imagine, to give little thought to the very great amount 
of work which has gone to its preparation. The Journal 
is now very widely circulated and is maintaining a 
powerful witness to the value of our Institute. 

THE BUILDING INDUSTRY 

It is gratifying to record that the value of permits 
issued in 1929, namely £7,661,000, which fell away in 
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1931 to £1,434,000, was nearly reached in 1936 and 
has been passed in 1937 with £7,999,000. 

The members of our profession suffered very severely 
during the depression, and it is encouraging to realise 
that we are again fully occupied in the conduct of an 
industry which is of enormous value to the State. 

I should like to take this opportunity to record a word 
of thanks on behalf of myself and the Council to our 
Secretary, Mr. Islip, and the members of his staff. No 
one who has not held office in our Institute is able to 
realise the extreme value of Mr. Islip's unremitting 
work as Secretary. Were it not for his labours and those 
of his assistants, no really busy practising architect 
would dare to undertake the position of President. I am 
sure you desire me on your behalf to extend the thanks 
of all members to Mr. Islip for his unfailing courtesy 
and ability in carrying out his duties. 

PAST PRESIDENTS 

I regard it as a very great privilege to occupy the 
Chair this evening and I realise that I am one of a 
distinguished succession of men who during times of 
great difficulty as well as in periods of prosperity, have 
maintained the high standard of our Institute. 

The work of the architect is not only extremely varied 
in its scope as far as the design of structures is con- 
cerned, but it leads him into intimate relationship with 
all branches of society. 

He must be prepared to meet with the wealthiest and 
most cultured of his fellow citizens and to discuss with 
them the investments of large sums of money, and at 
the same time, he must be prepared to give close atten-
tion to the needs of humbler clients to whom perhaps 
the problem of building a house means more than a 
very large scheme may mean to wealthy corporations. 

The Architect must also meet on terms of something 
approaching equality, the various members of the build-
ing trade and will learn, if he is wise, to respect every 
man from the labourer in the trenches to the master 
builder as a thorough-going expert in his own work. 
If he has thus learnt "to mix with Kings nor lose the 
common touch" and, in addition to this, can combine 
an intense love of art with a practical knowledge of 
finance, he will have earned Kipling's commendation 
just as much as the young man in his famous poem. 

As I compare Architecture with other professions, I 
must confess to a feeling of disappointment that there 
is . not a closer bond of fellowship between the various 
members of our profession. It seems to me that we do 
not make sufficient attempt to pool our experience and 
information for the benefit of others. 

The closer we are drawn together in the atmosphere 
of mutual good feeling and interchange of ideas; the 
stronger we shall be to institute reforms where necessary 
in building matters. 

I have noticed frequently at social gatherings how 
naturally the members of the medical profession gravi-
tate toward each other, and how readily they discuss 
matters of mutual interest concerning their profession. 
There seems to be an almost entire absence of profes-
sional jealousy, and this makes such intercourse possible. 
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How pleasant it would be could such a bond be fos- 
tered among Architects. At present we seem afraid to. 
exchange ideas, because perhaps of the keenness of com- 
petition, but I feel sure that social intercourse and attend-
ance at Institute Meetings would very largely abolish 
the unbrotherly feeling, which we all deplore. 

Indeed there is so much to gain by concerted action 
that every member should feel it his duty to take part 
in the life of the Institute. 

I am afraid that the average member who is not in 
office has very little real appreciation of the amount of 
work which is done on his behalf by your Council, and 
if, during my term of office, I can make it possible for 
such members to attend our meetings and to get to 
know and appreciate their fellow Architects, I should 
regard my time as having been well spent. 

Our profession is never likely to be a wealthy one, 
and I think all members will agree with me that a prac- 
tising Architect is not likely to make a large fortune 
out of fees. I would suggest, therefore, that what is 
required above all is a true spirit of unselfishness which 
will enable us through ill report and good report to do 
our level best for the community which we serve. 

Alderman J. M. Lewis, D.D.Sc., in moving a vote of 
thanks to the President for his inaugural address, said 
that through early association in their student days with 
Mr. Charles E. Serpell, ex-President of the Institute, 
he had learned to talk glibly of lintels and soffits, and 
to distinguish between columns and pilasters, and at the 
same time had imbibed a love for architecture which had 
abided with him ever since. 

This interest in and fondness for architecture was a 
great help to him when he made a trip to the other side 
of the world, some years ago. With such a background 
it had been a continual source of interest to him to 
watch the development of building in Melbourne, and 
of architecture generally, starting away back in the bad 
old days of the boom, when builders and architects— 
if there were any—could not possibly think except in 
terms of bay windows and verandahs, and cast iron 
work with a "cockatoo" motif providing an inspiring 
ornament which ran beneath the spouting of the ver-
andah. Those were days of wealth in money and poverty 
in ideas. If we knew better now, and he thought we 
did, it was because the R.V.I,A. had been founded and 
had educated young men in Architecture, its founders 
setting a high standard of achievement for the younger 
men to follow. 

Melbourne had become a very beautiful city and its 
wide streets enabled the citizens and taxpayers to enjoy 
the beauties and good points of the buildings which 
adorned it. Although he would like to speak of some 
of the modern buildings which pleased him when he 
looked at them, perhaps it would not be wise, as com-
parisons were odious, but among Melbourne's older 
buildings, he might be allowed to say that his choice 
was the English, Scottish and Australian Bank in Collins 
Street. That building, whether it was very practical from 
a modern point of view or not, was the one that pleased 
him most. Melbourne was changing slowly, and per- 

sonally he was glad it was, because he felt that if it 
changed slowly, the new type of construction would 
have time to develop and find itself before it dominated 
the landscape. The type of construction which he con-
fessed rather alarmed him was that which combined 
what Mr. Serpell used to call a sense of verticality, with 
what he might be permitted to call a sense of boxicality, 
perhaps even band-boxicality. Personally he could not 
see why naked construction should always obtrude itself, 
or why construction and constructional features should 
not be beautified and even enriched. He hoped the time 
would come when once again beauty or enrichment 
would be combined with utility. 

One of the great functions of the Institute was to act 
as a kind of flywheel or stabiliser, which, while it en-
couraged new ideas, would serve more or less as a 
brake to put a check on that which was merely odd or 
quaint. It was a great pleasure to him to note the co-
operation which was developing between the Institute 
and the Melbourne City Council in regard to the 
Western Market site. That project was sleeping at pre-
sent, but he predicted that in due course it would be 
awakened. He noted also the Institute was interested in 
a scheme which some members of the City Council had 
much at heart, embodying the removal of the Town 
Hall to the Hospital site, and the removal of the Mel-
bourne Hospital to the pig market site. 

When he realised what an interest in Architecture 
had meant to him, it struck him that it would be a 
great benefit not only to the profession of Architecture 
but also to the public if in the highest form in each 
of the public schools there was incorporated in the 
curriculum a subject embracing the outline of Architec-
ture and its appreciation. Drawing, as such, need not, 
to his idea, enter into the matter at all. Surely people 
who could not draw should be taught to enjoy Archi-
tecture. Why should the appreciation of the beautiful 
in Architecture be confined to those who could do those 
things themselves? If that subject were embodied in 
the curriculum of the schools, it could very easily and 
properly be linked up with the historical studies of the 
students, and would go far to create that public taste 
which the President in his address had said was so neces-
sary in Australia. We had classes for musical appreci-
ation, why should we not have classes for Architectural 
appreciation ? Trained lecturers supplied with lantern 
slides or perhaps films could make the subject one of 
great interest to the young people. He said that feel-
ingly because he realised in his own person what a great 
privilege it was to him in his early student days to 
acquire a love for Architecture which had never left 
him. In conclusion he offered sincere congratulations to 
the President on his elevation to office. 

Mr. Scarborough, in seconding the motion, stated that 
the members of the Institute esteemed the President not 
only as a President but as a confrere. The members 
honoured his standing and his position and were fully 
appreciative of everything not only that he did for them, 
but also that he upheld. 

The motion was submitted to the meeting by Alder-
man Lewis and was carried with acclamation. 
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ST. MONICA'S, ESSENDON 

F
.OR many years prior to. 1932, the then existing St. 

Monica`s Church at Essendon had been too small 
for the Roman Catholic -people residing in that 
district, and being fully aware of this position, 

the authorities had devoted much time to the question 
of the erection of a larger Parish Church. 

In designing the new church building which was 
erected recently,. the Architects—Payne and Dale—gave 
consideration to the following factors which were 
deemed essentials :—Simple and powerful masses, wall 
surfaces of interesting texture with decorative accents 
confined to door and window openings, high walls with 
flat pitched roof, aisles subordinated to mere passageway 
width, lighting through aisle arcade to be concentrated 
on the congregation, and clerestories to be blind, leav-
ing the roof and the upper part of nave in soft dim 
light. 

THE SITE 

The site in this case is not on an eminence and is 
in a thickly populated district. Accommodation has been 
provided for at least 1,200 people and the building was 
erected without interruption of the usual routine of 
services during the entire period of construction. 

The building is the result of many months of study 
during which the above and many other factors were 
considered and several designs in different methods of 
construction- were drnfred  Finally it was decided to 
commence the first and major portion of the design 
including the Nave, Lady Chapel, Narthex, Baptistery 
and Choir Gallery and to defer until some time later 
the completion of the tower and the building of the 
new Sanctuary. Increasing unemployment in the build-
ing industry at the time of commencement was an in-
centive in this and many other parishes to proceed with 
long-deferred building programmes. 

So that the building operations would not interfere 
with the usual services, a temporary chapel of cheap 
framing and iron construction was erected at the rear 
of the sanctuary of the old church. A large opening was 
made in the rear wall of the Sanctuary and the altar 
reversed to face the temporary chapel. The Sanctuary 
arch was then sheeted up and the old church demol-
ished. The main portion of the new church having been 
completed, the temporary chapel was demolished and 
the old Sanctuary re-fitted in its original form. Thus 
the_ new church in its present form is incomplete. When 
the entire scheme has been carried out, embracing a 
new Sanctuary (which will rise to the full height of 
the nave) , the sacristies and the tower, the building 
will present a unified exterior. 

THE STYLE 

The style of the building reflects the Spanish Gothic 
influence of the Catalan School adapted to modern con-
ditions. This particular phase of fourteenth century 

Spanish Gothic architecture includes - among its finest 
examples the Cathedrals of Barcelona and Palma and 
the churches of St. Maria del Mar and other examples 
such as Manresa and Tortosa. In the words of Ralph 
Adams Cram, "Notable features of this school included 
simple construction, elimination of triforia and other 
clerestory lighting, wide roof spans generally being sup-
ported by simple wide spaced octagonal columns. There 
was great restraint in the use of ornament, wide and 
simple walls, the fenestration being very restricted in 
area. 

"One gets the impression that what was aimed at was 
a great open preaching space with little or no columnar 
obstruction and an economy in the use of materials due 
to the necessity of getting a great deal in the way of 
space and beauty for a very moderate expenditure, all 
of which has a curiously modern connotation and hints 
that Catalan Gothic has more to give us to-day than any 
other form of Gothic. 

"The quality of completeness that marks all Spanish 
Churches, that is to say the continued existence of all 
the arts in their alliance with architecture, sets them 
apart from their fellows in France, England and Ger-
many. These are all rather bare and empty, and it is 
only in Spain that one can still find Gothic Churches 
complete in all their decoration, ornaments and furnish-
ings." (Let us hope that many yet remain.) 

Cram considers it safe to say that while Seville is 
certainly the noblest Gothic interior ever created by 
man, Palma is certainly the most personal and poignant, 
and in this respect excels even Chartres, Bourges and 
Exeter. 

THE PLAN 

The front entrance to St. Monica's Church leads to 
the ante Narthex (with organ blower room and store 
room on either side) and thence to the Narthex and is 
flanked on the left by the uncompleted tower (on the 
ground floor of which is the baptistery) and on the 
right is the stair hall, which provides access to the Choir 
Gallery over the Nave. 

The Nave extends for 120 feet to the Sanctuary 
Arch and is 30 feet wide and on either side of the nave 
arcade are aisles. The north aisle opens to the Lady 
Chapel. The total width over the aisles is 64 feet but 
including the Lady Chapel is 82 feet. 

The Front Porch is approached from the ground level 
by generously wide steps and shows deeply recessed 
doorways under the archway composed of successively 
diminishing orders of Hawkesbury stone. Over the main 
doorways is a carved spandrel infilling with sculptured 
representations of the four evangelists symbolised (as 
in the example at Chartres Cathedral). From the front 
porch, which is paved in basalt, one enters the Narthex 
which has three archways opening into the full width 
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S7. MONICA'S, ESSENDON 

VIEW FROM THE NORTH-WEST 

Architects 

PAYNE & DALE 
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ST. MONICA'S, ESSENDON 

FRONT ELEVATION 

A!ehiiects 
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ST. MONICA'S, ESSENDON 

DETAIL OF FRONT ENTRANCE 

Architects : 

PAYNE & DALE 

Illustration by courtesy of LODGE BROS. 

JOURNAL OF THE ROYAL VICTORIAN INSTITUTE OF ARCHITECTS - JULY, 1937 





S T. M O \ICA'S 	E SSENDON 

311. 
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ST. MONICA'S ESSENDON 

SOUTHERN DOORWAY AND WINDOW DETAIL 

Architects 
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ST. MONICA'S, ESSENDON 

LADY CHAPEL - EXTERIOR 

~ 

Architects : 
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SOUTH AISLE LOOKING TOWARDS STAIR WELL 
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ESSENDO N 

CHOIR GALLERY AND ORGAN GRILLE 

Architects 
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NARTHEX LOOKING TOWARDS BAPTISTERY 
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Heavily built up roof trusses of the king post type 
with corbel blocks support the open timber roof. The 
lining of the nave and aisle roofs is finished in dark 
red brown stained and waxed. 

A fine three light geometrical gothic window from 
the Sanctuary of the old church, with its valuable 
stained glass, now forms the main decorative point of 
interest in the Lady Chapel and is built in at the east 
end. This window will eventually be framed by a 
carved stone reredos. The ceiling to the Lady Chapel is 
in panelled oak with a natural finish. The seating is of 
very simple design, with heavy blackwood pew-ends 
containing carved panels. 

When in the near future the completion of the church 
is proceeded with the interior is to be furnished with 
new altars, reredos and font in stone and wrought iron 
grilles and lighting fittings. The existing stations of the 
Cross shown on the interior walls are to be replaced by 
panels in stone bas-relief. The windows at present are 
glazed in a pale amber glass, which later is to be re-
placed by stained glass. 

The grounds have been provided with lawns and 
shrubs and a great variety of Australian trees has been 
planted. 

of the Nave. Similar segment headed archways open to 
the baptistery on the left and the stair hall on the right. 
The Narthex baptistery and the stair hall are paved in 
four-inch colour-blended orient tiles in soft brown 
shades with wide joints. The walls are of silver-grey 
sand finished plaster. The ceiling of the Narthex is in 
oak panelling in two feet squares with richly moulded 
members and is finished in dull wax in natural colour. 
The baptistery under the future tower is octagonal in 
plan with a concrete vaulted ceiling. Pendentives spring 
from carved corbel supports from which moulded ribs 
rise to the ceiling and support a carved boss from which 
is suspended the wrought iron lamp over the stone font. 

The stair hall encloses a tile paved staircase, leading 
to the choir gallery, which is at the far end of the nave 
from the Sanctuary and immediately behind the great 
west window. The organ chamber is adjoining the choir 
gallery and has two large pierced grilles of carved wood 
opening into the nave and aisle. 

The nave arcades are each of five pointed arches 
deeply moulded, rising from concrete columns 30 feet 
high. Arch mouldings and columns and all interior win-
dow and door openings are of sand finish against the 
silver-grey background of the walls. 

All doors internally are of Queensland walnut flush 
panelling and the Choir Gallery front is in walnut. 

THE LIBRARY 
REVIEW BY MR. C. ROBERT E. OGG (A.) 

Each year the Victoria & Albert Museum, London, 
publishes a Review of its Principal Acquisitions during 
the previous twelve months, containing illustrations and 
reading matter concerning recent additions to this won-
derfully interesting collection of Objets d'Art. 

As the contents of the Annual Review, particularly 
the chapters which are devoted to Architecture and 
Sculpture, are of much interest to members and students 
of the Architectural Profession, arrangements have been 
made whereby copies of the Review which are pub-
lished henceforward will be presented to the R.V.I.A. 
library. Meanwhile, the Reviews for the years 1931-35 
have come to hand and have been added to the library. 

The special attention of members and students is 
drawn to these volumes, the information embodied 
therein being of unusual interest and value. 

The Museum was founded in 1851, with the aim of 
fostering progress in the Arts and Sciences. In 1899 
Queen Victoria laid the foundation stone of a new main 
building and re-christened the Institution "The Victoria 
& Albert Museum". The complete building, which has 
a frontage of 700 feet, was designed by Sir Aston 
Webb, R.A., and was opened by King Edward VII. 

Conspicuous amongst the collection which is con-
tained in the Museum are whole facades of historic 

buildings, Georgian doorways and room interiors. Other 
exhibits include a casting of Trojan's column in two 
parts, a selection of Raphael's famous cartoons, some 
frescoes by Lord Leighton, wrought iron, tapestries, and 
costumes which were worn in centuries preceding our 
own. 

Examples of stained glass from its earliest inception 
down to the present time may also be seen. Another 
section contains an extensive collection of paintings, 
tracing the progress from the old masters down through 
history. 

Other features are wood carvings and period furniture 
of all nations. The Eastern Collection comprising ex-
hibits from India, China and Japan is particularly 
interesting. 

Generally, the Annual Reviews contain a fund of 
useful data and are well worthy of perusal, especially 
to those whose interests include sculpture and interior 
decoration. 

The Library of the R.V.I.A. at Kelvin Hall is open 
daily from 9 a.m. to 5.15 p.m., its facilities being 

available to all members and students. 
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MEMORIAL TO KING GEORGE V 

HE King George V. Memorial Fund committee of Melbourne has decided to 
accept the design submitted by Mr. W. L. Bowles, Sculptor, for a memorial 
statue to be erected in the King's Domain. The choice was recommended by the 

advisory committee after it had examined the 33 designs and five drawings which had 
been submitted at the invitation of the Fund Committee. 

The Memorial has been designed to face St. Kilda Road, and to be seen from a 
distance, a semi-circular screen of trees having been suggested as an aid to the architec-
turaI simplicity of the design. It is expected that construction will commence at an early 
date and that the whole work will take two years to complete. In his report to the 
advisory committee, Mr. Bowles says:- 

"It has been borne in mind that this memorial is to be a King of England in the 
twentieth century, therefore simplicity of architecture and severity of treatment—key-
notes of our modern art aspirations—have been aimed at without freakishness or the 
grotesque. It is appropriate also, as King George V. was simplicity itself, and most 
unassuming; so an ornate or extravagant monument would be most unsuitable. The 
statute of King George will be cast in best statuary bronze, and will be about 9' to 9' 6" 
in height. The King is depicted garbed in the Order of the Garter robes and wearing 
the Imperial Crown. An appropriate inscription may be cut in the stone pedestal 
immediately below the statue. 

"The statue group represents the `maternal' Britannia holding a cross and olive 
branch in her hands, symbolic of Love and Peace, the two children representing the 
dominions and colonies living in peace and Christian principles under British rule. The 
twin columns of the main shaft of the memorial are united by an architectural and 
symbolical rendering of the bonds of Empire, that do not really tie, yet unite. The 
heraldic statues at the northern flank and the southern are to be carved in stone, and 
are frank replicas of those placed in the newly created King's parks and domains in 
England, as memorials to King George. The armorial bearings of King George are to 
be depicted thereon. 

"It is proposed to use the best Stawell or Hawkesbury stone for the main shaft, 
with a grey granite for the lower pedestal. The walls flanking the memorial and the 
steps at the approaches will be in granite or other suitable hard-wearing stone. It is 
proposed to keep the masonry of a creamy colour to whitish at the top, so that it will 
look well against the green trees, the sky or flood lighting at night. The exact costs of 
the memorial have not yet been estimated, but approximately the masonry will cost 
£4500 and the sculpture £9500. This includes all costs, viz., foundations, erection and 
incidental fees, etc. 

Messrs. Stephenson & Meldrum, Architects, have consented to collaborate with me 
in the carrying out of the work of the erection of the memorial." 
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Sculptor: W. L. BOWLES 
Architects: STEPHENSON & MELDRUM 

THE KING GEORGE V. MEMORIAL 

To be erected in the King's Domain, Melbourne 
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CONCRETE FOR LOW-RENT HOUSING 
BY LESLIE M. PERROTT, F.R.I.B.A., F.R.A.I.A. 

HE 	icipated early release of the Housing 
Board'

ant
s report, coupled with the recent public 

hearings of that body, has renewed public inter- 
est in the vital question of housing and slum 

reclamation. It is also encouraging to see that the Press 
is doing its part in keeping this important matter before 
the public. 

It can very truthfully be said that the State of Vic-
toria is not keeping pace with the other States of Aus-
tralasia in the provision of suitable housing for low-
wage earners. Following the issue of the Housing 
Board's report, there will be a widespread demand for 
genuine action. Meanwhile, Victoria continues to bear 
a tremendous social burden in the additional financing 
of hospitals, gaols and other public institutions because 
of the lack of proper attention to this matter in the past. 

When the present Government, largely to quieten 
the strong demand made by the community that some-
thing should be done to correct the slum problem, 
erected a group of experimental houses at Port Mel-
bourne, the dwellings that were provided did not depart 
from the standards of planning and method of construc-
tion which have been in general use for the past fifty 
years. 

The only practical result that can be claimed for the 
building of this group of houses is the fact that some 
radical changes will have to be made both in planning 
and in use of materials if new homes are to reach the 
rental figure at which the low-wage earner may be 
housed. Why should there be any great need for demon-
stration in this country when we have available for our 
guidance the vast experience of England and the Con- 

tinent, both of which countries have had many years 
of experience regarding slum clearance and low rent 
housing? 

NEW METHODS OF CONSTRUCTION 

At the World Congress on Housing and Slum Clear-
ance held in Prague recently, many countries submitted 
evidence of the extent to which they had successfully 
utilised new materials in the provision of housing, par-
ticularly concrete. In fact the countries which had 
achieved the greatest successes in the housing of their 
population had obtained their fine results largely 
through the aid of concrete and the application of 
unskilled labour, Mexico being an outstanding example. 

My own observations in Europe indicate that Holland 
and Germany have contributed most in the way of new 
systems for using concrete. The outstanding contribu-
tion by the French is by the Mopin System of concrete 
construction. This system achieves its best results when 
applied to large blocks of fiats. 

One evidence of the appreciation of concrete in Eng-
land is the fact that the Ministry of Health, the body 
that controls Housing in England, has given approval 
to thirty-five different types of block construction and 
twenty-four types of unit construction. Should we not 
be applying the best of these to our own housing needs ? 
After all, the raw materials for concrete are possibly 
more readily available than any other building 
commodity. 

The Building Research Station in London is con-
tinuously carrying out tests regarding these new forms 
of concrete construction, with a view to establishing the 

Architect—Leslie M. Perrott Demonstration Concrete Houses erected at Brighton 
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stability of concrete block walls. It tested a 3 in. block 
of a 1, 2, 4 mix laid in 3 in 1 mortar and found a 
crushing strength of 1240 lbs., while a 42 in. brick wall 
could only offer a crushing strength of 720 lbs. per 
square inch. 

The Housing Director of Leeds—which city is taking 
a foremost part in the slum reclamation programme of 
Great Britain—has announced his opinion that the 
Mopin System of concrete construction is the ideal 
method for the re-building of slum areas. Before embark-
ing on its plan for the erection of huge blocks of 
workers' flats, the Ministry of Health decided to have a 
member of the staff of the Building Research Station 
visit France to study the Mopin System. The report fur-
nished to the Ministry of Health strongly endorsed this 
new concrete system. 

One other big factor in the use of concrete for low-
rent housing is the fact that it makes use of such a 
large amount of unskilled labour. It has two main 
advantages. Firstly, it gives relief in unemployment 
where it is most needed and, secondly, it is less expen-
sive than other forms of construction which require the 
employment of skilled mechanics. 

As a further indication of the extent to which this 
matter of unskilled labour is being developed, certain 
of the pre-cast systems of concrete housing in England 
have actually been built with 90% of unskilled labour. 
Skilled labour handling some of the block systems has 
executed the equivalent of laying over three thousand 
ordinary bricks per day. 

In England and Continental countries most of the 
housing is under some form of Governmental control; 
in fact a large part of it is so heavily financed by 
Governments that they virtually become owners, in 

A newly-cast wall ready for removal into position 

which case most important factors are durability and 
low maintenance cost. Concrete efficiently serves these 
two requirements. 

A survey of housing questions reveals that one of the 
many problems to be dealt with is the provision of a 
vermin-proof form of construction. Although individual 
families in slum areas may endeavour to protect their 
homes from vermin, such areas unfortunately remain 
attractive breeding grounds for all forms of pests. The 
concrete wall, floor and roof is impervious to- vermin. 

MELBOURNE EXPERIMENT 

The Australian Cement Company, with a desire to 
give some practical help in the solution of the housing 
problem, has investigated several of the locally patented 
systems of concrete construction and is making a prac-
tical experiment with the intention of establishing the 
actual cost of building with different forms of con-
crete walls. 

The pair of houses illustrated in this article is being 
erected at Brighton on a system patented by Mr. T. W. 
Fowler, of Werribee, the principal object of which is 
the casting of a reinforced concrete wall on the flat 
table or platform, the steel reinforcement, together with 
the door and window frames, being set in position 
before the concrete is poured. 

The building-in of the finished door and window 
frames on the level platform is a simple operation as 
temporary bracing is not needed to hold the frames in 
position, while the method of fixing assures a water-
tight joint. 

After the set has taken place, the wall is placed in 
an upright position and moved on steel rails to its 
final location, where the separate wall units are joined 
together by reinforced concrete columns. 

By constructing the wall in this manner, it actually 
becomes a beam and requires support only at intervals. 
This permits of eliminating entirely the usual concrete 
foundation and foundation wall, and in place thereof a 
series of precast concrete blocks is used. This feature is 
possibly one of the principal merits of the system, as the 

A cast wall in position on the platform showing the 
windows and door 
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amount of concrete which usually is placed in founda-
tions and foundation walls is sufficient to construct the 
walls of a house built under this system. 

The fact that the 'walls stand entirely free of the 
ground allows of perfect ventilation below floors and 
gives permanent assurance of a dry house. 

A modern motor-driven vibrator is attached to the 
platform on which the concrete wall is cast. This causes 
the wall to come from the mould with a wall face that 
does away with any need for an applied finish. Exter-
nally, the walls may be left plain or be coloured, while 
internally the surface may be prepared or spray painted 
without being plaster coated. The walls throughout are 
3 in. thick reinforced concrete. 

One very generous gesture in the erection of this 
pair of low-rent houses, was the attitude of the Brighton 
City Council, which kindly consented to waive its pre-
sent By-Laws in order to permit the sponsors to show 
just what might be done to reduce construction costs 
consistent with safety and appearance. 

The cement company is to be congratulated on having 
sponsored the erection of this demonstration pair of 
concrete houses. All building materials and equipment 
are being provided by Melbourne merchants. 

GOVERNMENT ACTION NEEDED 

How much longer will the tax-payers of Victoria 
tolerate the continual delay of the Government in deal-
ing with this problem of Housing and Slum Clearance ? 
Other countries for many years have realised the tre-
mendous social and economic loss which is sustained by 
the  degenerative effects of slums. Menace to public 
health, crime, juvenile delinquency and safety, are fac-
tors identified with the perpetuation of bad housing 
conditions. Municipalities are confronted with enormous 
expenses of rendering service to slum areas, consider-
ably in excess of the revenue derived in the form of 
taxes. 

Walls, being placed in position 

The longer our Government delays in dealing with 
the problem of providing improved housing conditions 
for the low-income groups, the more complicated the 
matter will become, due to increases in construction and 
operating costs, coupled with a marked tendency toward 
a shortage of skilled labour. This means that large sub-
sidies will be necessary to reach the people who are in 
serious need of improved facilities. Considerable time 
will be required to develop a capable housing organisa-
tion that will operate with reasonable efficiency. The 
most essential requisite in the administration of a hous-
ing programme is the leadership of intelligent, cour-
ageous and responsible public officials. If it is to suc-
ceed a housing programme must be supported by an 
enlightened public opinion. 

The Building Industry has already signified its will-
ingness and ability to execute any volume of housing 
work, that may be necessary. The matter of inaugurat-
ing a sound and comprehensive plan of action lies in 
the hands of the Government. 

Plan (see perspective, age 120) 
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AIR CONDITIONING 
ITS PROGRESS AND ECONOMIC VALUE 

By NOEL P. HUNT 

IR conditioning is the science of mechanically 
controlling:— 
1. The temperature, 
2. The humidity, 
3. The purity, and 
4. The movement of air within buildings and 

other enclosures, thereby controlling the effects of such 
air upon the persons and materials exposed to it. These 
conditions can be maintained and controlled at all sea-
sons of the year at any desired condition. 

It is very necessary that the functions of true air con-
ditioning should be stressed, for the industry has been 
burdened by dozens of what may be termed pseudo air 
conditioners. More than eighty firms in U.S.A. adver-
tise air conditioning, and less than a dozen are equipped 
both as to their engineering data and their ability to 
supply it. To counteract the machinations of these 
people and the wrongs they do, an association of the 
firms which supply true air conditioning has been 
formed in U.S.A. to protect purchasers. 

True air conditioning should— 
Control temperature by heating in winter and 
cooling in summer. 

2. Control humidity by adding moisture in winter 
and reducing moisture in summer. 

3. Supply ample ventilation to maintain the oxygen 
content and dilute odors and smoke. 

4. Cleanse the air by removing or minimising dirt 
or dust or other pollution. 

5. Evenly distribute both temperature and humidity 
by giving a mild circulation. 

Anything less than this is not true air conditioning 
in its accepted definition, and architects are warned 
against accepting it. 

GENESIS OF AIR CONDITIONING 

Air conditioning can hardly be said to be a new 
science. Its first commercial development was in 1906, 
when Willis Haviland Carrier, of Buffalo, New York, 
and Stewart W. Cramer, of Charlotte, North Carolina, 
developed independently two different systems of hu-
midification and humidity control which they applied 
to cotton mills; but while Cramer used spray heads in 
the room, Carrier obtained the desired control of 
humidity, as well as cooling, by the introduction of 
saturated air from a central air conditioning plant. 

Carrier rapidly extended the application of his pro-
cess to industries other than textiles and to dehumidi-
fication and cooling, since his process readily lent itself 
to these adaptations. 

In the meantime, Carrier laid the solid foundation of 
the industry by the preparation of his Rational Psy- 

chrometric Formulae, and the genesis of air condition-
ing may be said to have occurred when, in December 
1911, Carrier presented his Formulae to a meeting of 
the American Society of Mechanical Engineers. That is 
a little over twenty-five years ago. Time is the great test 
of efficiency and Mr. Carrier's psychrometric formulae 
presented to the Engineers in 1911 was a study which, 
translated into many languages, constituted the founda-
tions upon which has been built to-day's far-flung and 
fundamentally important science of air conditioning. 

Briefly, it may be stated that eight major improve-
ments in air conditioning have been made in the past 
25 years as follows:-- 

1. Scientific measure of human comfort. 
2. Improved heat transmission surface for heating 

and cooling. 
3. Improved methods of heat removal (refrigera-

tion) including: 
(a) New and improved types of refrigerating 

machines. 	 ` 
(b) New refrigerant media. 

4. Improvements in the methods and apparatus for 
air distribution and humidity control. 

5. Improvements and simplification in the method 
of dust removal (air filters) . 

6. Adequate lowering of objectionable sound level 
of ventilation and air conditioning systems (sound 
absorbers). 

7. Development of reliable low cost unitary cooling 
and air conditioning equipment. 

8. Extension of the application of air conditioning to 
new fields. 

If a single factor were to be chosen as having the 
most outstanding influence in bringing about the wide-
spread adoption of air conditioning and summer cool-
ing, existing to-day, it is probable that development of 
new and improved refrigerants would be given this 
honour. 

In 1918 Carrier first saw the possibility of using low 
pressure, non-hazardous refrigerants and experiments 
were undertaken to develop a suitable type of compres-
sion system for such refrigerants. Finally, a centrifugal 
machine was chosen as the best means of handling such 
refrigerants and the first of these was built in 1922 and 
successfully placed in operation. 

It is interesting to note that this machine was later 
sold, and is still in successful commercial operation for 
air conditioning to-day. I saw it during my recent visit 
to America and, after 15 years of continuous operation, 
it operates perfectly and has cost practically nothing in 
service or maintenance. Many thousands of these ma-
chines have since been built and successfully applied. 
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As a direct result, also, was the development of a new 
non-toxic and non-irritant refrigerant, which was made 
available to the public in 1931. 

The last quarter-century has been particularly notable 
for the extension of the air conditioning industry into 
the field of cooling for comfort. The public first experi-
enced the effects of air conditioning by means of the 
successful theatre installations which were applied dur-
ing the past 15 years, but perhaps the greatest aid to 
public acceptance has been the wholesale adoption of 
air conditioning by railway companies overseas during 
the past five years. The rapidly growing and widespread 
use of air conditioning is being brought about by the 
advances in design and materials which make it pos-
sible to demonstrate to the small commercial user that 
air conditioning is a paying investment. 

The first demonstration of the possibility of cooling 
a railway passenger car was made at the Baltimore and 
Ohio shops in 1929. In 1930 two dining cars were 
equipped with successful air conditioning systems, one 
on the Baltimore and Ohio line and the other on the 
Santa Fe route. The following year three other instal-
lations were made. 

To-day similar installations number many thousands. 
During my recent visit to the U.S.A. I found that every 
train used for a journey of over 100 miles was com-
pletely air conditioned. It is interesting to note that 
in Sydney recently was completed the building of four-
teen air conditioning units for the New South Wales 
railways which are to be placed on cars of four new 
Diesel trains. These trains are intended for the long, 
hot, dusty runs to Bourke and Broken Hill, and you 
will, no doubt, agree that those are the parts of N.S.W. 
in which they are most needed. Further, it is proposed 
to construct many more of these railway car units for 
other Australian systems. 

In retrospect we see the progress of air conditioning 
development marked off in decades. 1901 may be said 
to mark the end of what might be termed "The Dark 
Age" of air conditioning. That is, the age in which 
there had been no development in the field either ac-
complished or begun. Ten years later, in 1911, air con-
ditioning was acknowledged as a new art by the engin-
eering profession. By 1921 the first successful modern 
type of installation for public comfort was designed. 
The beginning of the development of unitary equip-
ment extending the benefits of air conditioning to small 
users came in 1931. Without thought of prophecy, the 
year 1941 can be anticipated as marking the probable 
beginning of commercial success and public acceptance 
of complete air conditioning in the residential field. 

FUTURE OF AIR CONDITIONING 

In the role of prophet--and probably without honour 
in my own country-I predict that all our buildings in 
the near future will contain provision for air condi-
tioning. I ask you to envisage the time when large 
central air conditioning stations, situated in strategic 
positions in cities, suburbs and towns, will reticulate 
air at' the proper temperature and humidity through 
supply ducts to homes and other buildings in the same  

way as water, electricity and gas are now supplied. 
People will demand this comfort in their own homes 
after having experienced it in their offices, trains, 
theatres, shops and so forth. 

In considering the future of air conditioning we must 
not lose sight of perhaps the two major developments 
which have taken place during the past six months and 
which probably will have a tremendous effect in the 
demand for air conditioning in the future. There is, 
firstly, the apparatus for the air conditioning of the 
home, which is about to be produced in Australia on 
assembly line methods similar to those used in the 
automobile industry abroad. It has been designed to 
incorporate all the requirements of heating, cooling, 
dehumidifying and humidifying according to the season 
of the year, and not only provides comfort throughout 
the year but also removes dust and pollen from the 
air, eliminates outside noise in allowing windows to 
remain closed, provides fresh air free from dust and 
dirt, and particularly, provides that "snap" in the air 
which is so essential for restorative sleep. 

This unit, which is complete, will contain either a 
boiler with oil burner equipment or gas firing or elec-
tric , heat. It is extremely compact, and takes up no more 
room than a normal cupboard and contains a complete 
air conditioning plant. It should be possible to air 
condition fairly large homes with this unit at a cost 
of approximately £400 each. The unit also provides 
for the supply of a hot water system for the home. 

Secondly, we come to what is known as the self-
contained portable cabinet, complete with refrigeration, 
and which can be plugged into an ordinary power point 
like a household refrigerator. This unit, which should 
sell in the vicinity of £125, is finished as well as any 
radio set, is perfectly silent, and, being portable, can 
be moved from room to room. In the home it can be 
used in the lounge room and then wheeled to the bed-
room for the night. 

Air conditioning capacities cannot be determined by 
air change values, as in the case of ordinary ventilation 
calculations. 

Variation of outside weather conditions, and the 
amount of outside exposure in relation to the cubic air 
contents of the building, are the first factors to be con-
sidered, and in this connection better heat-insulating 
qualities of walls and roof will make possible smaller 
apparatus and lower operating costs. It is more econom-
ical to insulate the roof properly than to instal and 
operate equipment of sufficient capacity to cope with the 
increased load under ordinary roof-conditions. 

Heat given off by lights is a major portion of the 
total air conditioning load, and modern methods of 
indirect lighting add still further to this factor. Air 
infiltration or leakage, is another important factor, and 
requires special consideration in tall buildings, owing 
to pressure conditions and the stack effect of vertical-
risers, stairways, and elevator-shafts. Large heat-losses 
or gains, due to leaky sashes, have indicated the advis-
ability in some cases of double windows, or double 
glazing. 
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Proper analyses having been made of the conditions 
to be met, and heat loads encountered, the next step is 
to determine the type of system best applicable to the 
actual, work. In the case of large buildings, it is con-
sidered the best practice to divide the complete work 
into a number of suitably sized units. One unit per 
floor, or per group of floors, may accomplish the work 
satisfactorily. Heat loads may vary from separate ex-
posures to sunlight, and frequently result in a zoning 
of rooms having similar exposures and internal heat 
loads. Location of air conditioning and refrigeration 
equipment is one of the first questions to be settled in 
any air conditioning design. Air conditioners are placed 
for preference on one of the upper floors, where sup-
plies of clean outdoor air are readily available. Refrig-
eration equipment is usually placed in the basement. 

ECONOMICS OF AIR CONDITIONING 

The work of the air conditioning industry is divided 
into two sections—comfort air conditioning and indus-
trial air conditioning. 

The former section, which is perhaps the larger, 
entails the application of the principles of the industry 
to the improvement of the comfort conditions of the 
occupants of a building and is applied generally to 
offices, stores, homes, public buildings, cafes, theatres, 
hotels, hospitals, trains, ships and so on. It has proved 
itself a great business builder. 

What are the returns from air conditioning? The 
first installation of air conditioning in a theatre in New 
York in 1924 paid for the entire installation the first 
summer that it was operated. It increases summer attend 

to Duct System 

ances fully 50% and the average yearly attendance from 
12 to 15%, while the cost of air conditioning varies 
from 5 to 10%. In the department store, air condition-
ing pays its way. The ground floor and basements, 
where nearly half the sales are made, are usually first 
to be conditioned. 

The cost of owning and operating an air conditioning 
system is less than one half of one per cent of the total 
sales for the year. Since it is the summer sales that are 
chiefly increased, it requires less than a 2% increase for 
a three months' period. 

Air conditioning is being applied to entire office 
buildings at an owning and operating cost of from 
ninepence to one shilling a square foot of rentable area. 

But not all of this increase in cost is chargeable to 
air conditioning equipment, as a certain expense for 
ventilation and additional heating would be required in 
any event. It is probably fair to say that the increased 
cost of owning and operating due to air conditioning 
would be from sixpence to ninepence a square foot per 
annum. 

An average of 80% occupancy may be considered 
normal in most office buildings. If the addition of air 
conditioning will increase the occupancy by five to ten 
per cent. it will pay for itself without any increase in 
the rental rates. On the other hand, when the building 
is satisfactorily rented, the cost of owning and operating 
would be met by an increase of rental from 6d. to 9d. 
a square foot. In one air conditioned building recently 
completed in Sydney, the Chairman of Directors re-
ported occupancy of 97 per cent. only four or five 
months after completion. 

There are also other advantages to the owner of the 
building. The cost of cleaning and renovating is reduced 
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practically to one half, due to the fact that windows 
can be kept closed, dust excluded, and only clean air 
used. 

Further than this, positions in the building which 
are otherwise not easily lettable immediately become 
more attractive to tenants, and thus the rentability of 
the floor space is increased. 

We have found that tenants will pay from 10% to 
25% more rental if they can spend their working hours 
and receive their clients in a climate that is ideal all the 
year round. 	 , 

The advantages to railways, theatres, trains, ships, 
cafes and so on are apparent. 

But it is in the industrial field that the greatest 
economic advantages are to be found. Air conditioning 
has been applied to more than 250 different industries 
and there is a wide diversity in its character and method 
of application. 

In some installations the primary purpose is to pro-
duce a humid climate with only a reasonable degree of 
temperature reduction which, though of practical advan-
tage, is merely incidental. 

In many other cases a rigid control of temperature 
with a lowering of the relative humidity is required. 

As a result we have two distinct types of air 
conditioning. 

The first type, which aims at increasing humidity and 
is used in textile mills, tobacco factories, etc., affords 
merely humidification with evaporative cooling by pass-
ing the air through uncooled water sprays. 

The second type, in which dehumidification as well 
as cooling must be accomplished, requires refrigeration 
to cool the spray water so that the moisture content of 
the air which has passed through it will be less than 
that of the outside air. The temperature of the spray 
water determines the moisture content. This second type 
has a much larger field than the first, as it applies to all 
processes that are affected by temperature as well as 
humidity. This is true of such industries as the manu-
facture of confectionery, in modern bakeries, in the  

making of cigars and cigarettes and in lithographing. 
It is used in the automatic packing and wrapping of 
goods and in the drying of certain products at low tem-
peratures such as photographic films and chewing gum. 
It is used most successfully in many processes of the 
manufacture of ceramics from terra cotta tiles to bath 
tubs and dishes. 

In general, industrial applications of air conditioning 
are warranted whenever the tangible or direct savings 
will pay for the cost of the installation within three 
years. 

Frequently economies effected by air conditioning 
installations are almost startling. One Sydney manu-
facturer has found possible to double his production 
without increasing his factory floor space as he pre-
viously had intended. The cost of relatively small air 
conditioning equipment was only one-fifth of the cost 
of the proposed increase in building. In addition, the 
quality of his product has been improved and the reduc-
tion in losses in production has more than paid for the 
equipment. 

In another instance, a tobacco manufacturer found 
that the installation of air conditioning effected a sub-
stantial reduction in the amount of tobacco which in 
other circumstances would have been scrapped, the sav-
ing being sufficient to pay for the initial cost of the 
equipment six times over in one year. 

THE ARCHITECT'S PART 

The Architect naturally has much to do with air 
conditioning work. I suggest that it would be of advan-
tage to the successful completion of buildings for which 
air conditioning is desired, if the Architects concerned 
when preparing their preliminary drawings were to hold 
as one of their first moves a consultation with an air 
conditioning engineer, just as a survey is made for the 
sprinklers, plumbing, ventilation, or the other mech-
anical features. In the initial stages of such work, too 
much emphasis cannot be placed on the possibility of 
an erroneous application of set rules and methods. 

OBITUARY 
FREDERICK SALE 

With much sorrow, the Council of the Institute 
records the passing of Mr. Frederick Sale (A.) at 
Mount Macedon during the month. Mr. Sale was ad-
mitted to Associateship of the R.V.I.A. in 1920 and 
later was elected to membership of the Institute Coun-
cil, on which body he served the Profession for several 
years. In private practice he was a partner in the firm 
of Sale & Keage, Architects, of Melbourne, and was 
responsible for the execution of a large number of im-
portant building contracts. During the war he was a 
Captain of the 21st Battalion of the Australian Military 
Forces and won the Military Cross and Bar. The notable 
work performed by Mr. Sale on behalf of the Profes- 

sion and his uplifting personality endeared him to the 
hearts of all with whom he came into contact, and the 
Institute extends its deep sympathy to Mrs. Sale and 
her two children at their irreparable loss. 

C. H. KEMP 
On behalf of the President and Members of the 

Institute, a letter of condolence was sent to the relatives 
of the late Mr. C. H. Kemp, Building Surveyor to the 
Melbourne City Council, who died suddenly recently. 
Mr. Kemp was in the service of the Council for thirty-
one years, and during that time gave valuable services 
to the City of Melbourne. The R.V.I.A. was represented 
by its Vice-President (Mr. Perrott) and Mr. Kingsley 
Henderson at the funeral. 	 - 
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STREET ARCHITECTURE MEDAL 
AWARD FOR 1937 

ITH a view to encouraging the members of 
the general community to take a wider interest 
in Architecture, the Council of the Institute 
some years ago decided—more or less as an 

experiment—to examine buildings completed during the 
previous three years in the State of Victoria, and to 
make a public award of a medal for the design of a 
building of exceptional merit. 

The plan was inaugurated in 1929 and its results 
have achieved so much success that it has been adopted 
as an annual feature of the Institute's activities. 

One of the purposes of the award is to direct public 
attention to new buildings of outstanding Architectural 
merit, the Council feeling that by singling out and ac-
knowledging each year a new building which contributes 
to the civic beauty and Architecture of Victoria, a wider 
recognition of its good qualities is encouraged. It is 
also felt that the annual award of the R.V.I.A. Street 
Architecture Medal is fostering a widespread appreci-
ation and sense of civic responsibility among the Archi-
tects and citizens of the State. The development of such 
a sense is assisting materially the co-operation between 
building owners and Architects that is necessary to the 
production of structures of extreme beauty as well as 
of internal efficiency. 

Further, the award enables due recognition to be paid 
to Architects who attain outstanding achievement in 
the construction of buildings of high Architectural qual-
ity and the award is spurring members of the profession 
on to constant endeavour towards obtaining beauty in 
civic Architecture. 

That the award is gaining success in encouraging the 
interest of the public in Architecture is demonstrated 
by the fact that on the days following its announcement 
groups of interested people can be seen studying and 
commenting on the selected building. 

An examining jury, which includes the President of 
the Institute, the Chief Architect of the Department of 
Public Works, the Director of the National Gallery, the 
Art Inspector of the Education Department, and seven 
Architects appointed by the Council of the Institute, is 
elected each year to make the award. The composition 
of the jury provides for a wide viewpoint and expert 
opinions from representative and capable judges. 

The qualities expected for the award are true scale 
and proportion in the mass, sincerity in purpose and 
materials, the display of good taste and scholarship in 
the design, mouldings and ornament, colour and tex-
ture, and finally the achieving of the elusive quality of 
dignity and individuality in the ensemble. 

The Architect or Architects of the selected building 
receive a bronze medal, presented by the Institute, 
together with a diploma signed by the examining jury, 
and a suitable tablet is affixed to the chosen building. 

Victoria is the only State in the Commonwealth in 
which an award of this description is made, and the 
medal is regarded as being the highest honour bestowed 
by the profession upon its members. 

LIST OF AWARDS 

The awards of the medal which have been made 
since its inception are as follow:- 

1929.—Francis House, Collins Street, Melbourne. 
Architects: Blackett and Forster. 

1930.—The Emily . McPherson School of Domestic 
Economy, Russell Street, Melbourne. Architect: E. Evan 
Smith, then Chief Architect of the Department of 
Public Works. 

1931.—Lyric House, Collins Street, Melbourne. 
Architects: Anketell and K. Henderson. 

1932.—The building erected for the Australian 
Mutual Provident Society, corner of Collins and Market 
Streets, Melbourne. Architects: Bates, Smart and 
McCutcheon. 

1933.—The Port Authority Building, Market Street, 
Melbourne. Architects: Sydney Smith, Ogg and Serpell. 

1934.—The men's store of Buckley and Nunn 
Limited, 294-296 Bourke Street, Melbourne. Architects: 
Bates, Smart and McCutcheon. 

1935.—Shell Corner, William Street, Melbourne. 
Architects: A. and K. Henderson and Partners. 

1936.—The head office building of the Bank of New 
South Wales, Collins Street, Melbourne. Architects: 
Godfrey and Spowers. 

The Council of the Institute invites members to nom-
inate buildings for the award of the medal for the year 
1937, nominations to be in the hands of the Secretary 
(Mr. Islip) by the 31st August. 

CONDITIONS 

The building must front to a street, road, square or 
court to which the public has access. The award is not 
intended for memorials or other buildings of a col-
legiate, ecclesiastical, or domestic character, except in 
special cases which in the opinion of the jury may offer 
examples of street facades suitable for the purpose of 
the award. An extension to a building will not be ac-
cepted for nomination unless it is a complete facade 
and represents a distinct entity. The jury is empowered 
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to exclude from the competition any building which it 
considers is not in compliance with this clause. 

An award will be made only in such years as the 
examining jury is of opinion that a building nominated 
is of sufficiently high quality to justify such award, and 
the Architects whose names are submitted must them-
selves be the designers of the buildings. 

Any Architect or Architects members of the Institute 
are at liberty to nominate any building (not excluding 
his or their own work) , the design and supervision of 
the construction of which were executed by a member 
or members of the Institute or any body allied thereto, 
for consideration by the jury. The jury does not bind 
itself to confine its selection to the buildings nominated. 

One or more photographs of the building nominated 
should be presented with each nomination. Architects 
to whom the medal has been previously awarded are 
eligible to receive future awards. 

The voting of five members of the jury for the same 
work is necessary to justify an award and an award will 
not be made if, in the opinion of the jury, none of the 
work examined is sufficiently meritorious. In the event 
of voting being equal, the Chairman of the jury has 
power to exercise a second or casting vote. 

The presentation of the medal to the successful Archi-
tect will be made at a general meeting of the Institute, 
the date of which will be conveyed to all members in 
due course. 

GOLF MATCH 

0  N the Iinks of the Kingston Heath Golf Club 
at Cheltenham, a golf match was held last 
month between members of the R.V.I.A. and 
members of the Combined Services (Navy, 

Army and Air Force) . 

The match was arranged by the House Committee of 
the Institute, details having been attended to by Messrs. 
A. R. Butler (F.) and C. Stewart Russell (A.) . 

The match was played as four-ball best ball against 
bogey and all games were keenly contested, the result 
being that the representatives of the R.V.I.A. were 
successful in winning four of the five matches, the fifth 
being squared. The individual results were as follow:— 

C. Stewart Russell—R. Marsh d. Major-General Lave-
rack—Major Kendall, 1 up; A. J. Ainslie—Stanley T. 
Parkes d. Major-General Downes—Colonel Blake, 3 
and 2 ; K. a'B. Klingender—A. R. Butler d. Major 
Sparrow—Major Irving, 2 and 1; H. J. Mackennal--
John W. Wright d. Squadron-Leader Austin—Captain 
Garret, 1 up; C. P. Smart—P. A. Oakley square with 
Flight-Lieutenant Ross—Wing-Commander Wackett. 

It was generally agreed that the event was one of the 
most enjoyable golfing fixtures which have been ar-
ranged by the Institute. Although the weather in the 
morning was showery, a beautiful afternoon followed, 
when the four ball matches were played. 

Major Irving, who organised arrangements for the 
Services, displayed ability that was pleasing evidence of  

the efficiency of our national defence. Largely owing to 
his energy all participants were on the tee to schedule 
and moved off therefrom with military precision. Al-
though the original formations necessarily reverted to 
"skirmishing" in the rough from time to time the 
general orderliness of the field was such as to achieve 
the seemingly impossible, and all matches were com-
pleted before darkness set in. Even the last four to 
finish were able to find their way to the nineteenth 
without undue loss of time. 

That the Forces were in agreement, in spite of their 
defeat was indicated by a strongly expressed feeling that 
the event should be repeated annually, if not more 
often, a matter which no doubt will be brought to the 
official notice of the House Committee for consideration. 

Apparently, the recovery of the building industry 
from the effects of the economic depression has trans-
formed the offices of Architects from a state of in-
activity to one in which members are unable to spare 
time for such occasions as golf matches! Paradoxically, 
this is a matter for some regret, as it seems difficult to 
obtain a representative attendance of members at these 
events, which are so much enjoyed by those who take 
part. It is hoped, however, that when the next golf 
tournament is arranged, larger numbers of members will 
avail themselves of the opportunity to meet their col-
leagues in an informal atmosphere and in making a 

concerted attack upon "Colonel Bogey" ! 
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NOTES OF GENERAL INTEREST 
Mr. Eric Keith Mac-

kay, an Associate 
Member of the 
R.I.B.A., was admit-
ted to equivalent 
membership of the 
Royal Victorian Insti-
tute on the 21st July. 
Mr. Mackay complet-
ed the course in Archi-
tecture at the Gordon 
Institute of Techno-
logy, Geelong, and 
later studied design-
ing and planning at 
t h e University o f 

Melbourne Architectural Atelier where he was awarded 
the Diploma of Architectural Design. For the purpose of 
joining the staff of Mr. Leslie M. Perrott, Architect, he 
recently returned to Melbourne after having been en-
gaged in practice in Europe and America extending over 
a period of six years. 

Major - General Sir Charles Rosenthal, K.C.B., 
F.R.I.B.A., an Honorary Fellow of the Institute, has 
been appointed Administrator of Norfolk Island. Sir 
Charles, who has been engaged in private architectural 
practice in Sydney for many years, served with the Aus-
tralian Imperial Forces on the Sinai Peninsula and in 
France and Belgium, and commanded the 2nd Aus-
tralian Division from May, 1918. He is a past member 
of the New South Wales Legislative Assembly and at 
present is a member of the Upper House of that State. 

The President of the Institute (Mr. Alec S. Eggle-
ston) and Mr. Charles E. Serpell (F.) have been 
appointed to represent the R.V.I.A. on a committee 
which has been formed by the Council of the University 
of Melbourne to draft a comprehensive building plan 
for the University. 

Miss Mary Turner 
Shaw was elected an 
Associate Member of 
the Institute on the 
21st July after having 
completed the exam-
ination qualifying for 
such election. Miss 
Shaw, who is a mem-
ber of the staff of 
Messrs. Stephenson & 
Meldrum, Architects, 
matriculated at the 
University of Oxford 
and studied Architec-
ture at the Melbourne 
Technical College and at the University of Melbourne 
Architectural Atelier. On the 14th July, she embarked 
upon a tour of Great Britain, the Continent and America 
for the purpose of studying recent developments over-
seas. During her tour, Miss Shaw intends making a 
special study of interior equipment and furnishing. 

Mr. H. Garnet Alsop (A.) has returned to Mel-
bourne following an extended tour of England, the 
Continent and the U.S.A. for the purpose of studying 
modern developments in the Architectural Profession 
in those countries. 

Mr. G. Burridge Leith (F.), Chief Architect of the 
State Savings Bank of Victoria, has been appointed to 
represent the Bank on the Standards Committee of the 
Building Industry Congress of Victoria. One of the 
matters which the Committee has in hand is the drafting 
of a model building specification for brick residences, 
it being considered by the Committee that improvement 
in the standard of home building in Victoria, accom-
panied by simplification of work and reduction of cost, 
would result from the adoption of such a specification. 
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Mr. R. C. G. Ogilby, an Associate Member of the 
Institute, has been admitted to equivalent Membership 
of the R.I.B.A. Mr. Ogilby is a member of the Archi-
tectural Branch of the Public Works Department of 
Victoria. 

Mr. Victor A. Coronel (A.) has been appointed 
Assistant Architect to the Public Works Department of 
Tasmania. Up to the time of his appointment, Mr. 
Coronel was a member of the Public Works Department 
of Victoria for several years, prior to which he had 
been engaged in private practice. 

Mr. Best Overend (A.), who is engaged on a tour 
of the East, has accepted a temporary appointment on 
the staff of a firm of Architects in Shanghai. Mr. Over-
end expects to visit Europe before he returns to Mel-
bourne next year. 

+ 

Mr. Roy K. Stevenson (F.) was elected last month 
to represent the Institute on a committee appointed by 
the King George Memorial Fund to adjudicate upon 
the competitive designs submitted by Sculptors for a 
suitable memorial. The Executive Committee of the 
Fund also appointed Sir Arthur Streeton, Sir John Long-
staff and Messrs. Harold Herbert, W. B. McInnes and 
the Director of the National Gallery (Mr. J. S. 
MacDonald) members of the Selection Committee. 

Mr. Robert O. Ellis, an Associate Member of the 
R.V.I.A. and the Freehand Drawing Instructor of the 
University of Melbourne Architectural Atelier, sailed 
for America last month for the purpose of investigating 
modern trends in the designing, planning, and equip-
ment of shops and stores in that country. Mr. Ellis car-
ried with him letters of introduction from the Institute 
to several organisations in the United States which are 
concerned with the control of retail establishments. 

Mr. W. H. Coffey, 
Bachelor of Architec-
ture of the Melbourne 
University, was elect-
ed recently to Associ-
ate Membership of 
the Institute. Mr. Cof-
fey is a member of 
the staff of the office 
of Leighton Irwin, 
Architects, and at pre-
sent is in charge of 
that firm's work in 
Tasmania, which in-
cludes the erection of 
the Hobart General Hospital 
Hospital at Launceston. 

Mr. W. H. Coffey 

and the Queen Victoria 

Mr. A. C. Collins, an Associate Member of the 
Institute, who has engaged in Architectural practice in 
several countries overseas since leaving Victoria six 
years ago, has been appointed Acting Government 
Architect at Dar-es-salaam, Tanganyika, Africa. 

Mr. Robert S. Demaine (A.) has commenced private 
practice at Normanby Chambers, 430 Little Collins 
Street, Melbourne (Telephone MU2175) . Mr. Demaine 
represented the Institute at a conference held on the 
21st July under the auspices of the Standards Associ-
ation of Australia to consider the question of establish-
ing standards for the illumination of buildings. 

~ 

+ 

Letters of congratulation have been sent by the Pre-
sident (Mr. Alec S. Eggleston) to Mr. E. N. Beilby 
and Mr. H. Reed in connection with their recent ap-
pointments as City Architect and Building Surveyor, 
respectively, of the Melbourne City Council. 

~ 

Mr. W. G. Brodie (A.) has accepted appointment to 
represent the Institute on a Committee which has been 
established by the Standards Association of Australia 
to consider the question of preparing a Standard Speci-
fication for Metal Window Frames. 

At a meeting of the Architects Registration Board of 
Victoria last month, Miss Mary Turner Shaw and Messrs. 
J. Fisher, John H. Harriott, Arthur A. Noad and Peter 
Spier (Associates) were admitted to Registration as 
Architects under the provisions of the Architects Act. 

Mr. Don. C. Ward (A.), who was awarded the 
Robert and Ada Haddon Travelling Scholarship of the 
R.V.I.A. and who at present is engaged on a tour 
overseas, has been admitted to Associate Membership 
of the Royal Institute of British Architects. 

Mr. Colin C. McKenzie (A.) has been appointed to 
represent the Institute on a committee which has been 
established by the Standards Association of Australia to 
undertake the preparation of an Australian Standard 
Specification for Sand Lime Bricks. 
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MINUTES 

GENERAL MEETING OF THE INSTITUTE 
Held-at Kelvin Hall, Wednesday, July 21st, 1937, at 8 p.m. 

Present.—Council Members—Messrs. Alec S. Eggles-
ton (President) , Leslie M. Perrott, Charles E. Serpell 
(Fellows), Edward F. Billson and John F. D. Scar-
borough (Associates) . 

The attendance registers recorded the presence of 
twenty other members and twenty-one visitors. 

In Attendance.—Mr. John B. Islip (Secretary) . 

Visitors.—The President extended a welcome to the 
visitors, particularly to Alderman J. M. Lewis, D.D.Sc. 
(Chairman of the Health Committee of the Melbourne 
City Council), representing the Acting Lord Mayor of 
Melbourne (Alderman Sir William Brunton) who was 
not able to be present because of indisposition; Coun-
cillors F. R. Connelly and R. H. Solly, members of the 
Melbourne City Council; ,the President of the Historical 
Society of Victoria (Dr. W. A. Sanderson) , and Cap-
tain G. R. Leggett, also representing the Historical 
Society; Mr. C. L. Greenhill, representing the Master 
Builders' Association of Victoria; Mr. H. Nicol, 
representing the Building Trades' Federation of Vic-
toria; Mr. T. C. Glanville Hicks, A.R.I.B.A., and the 
Editor of "Building and Construction" (Mr. E. W. 
Norwood) . 

Minutes. The minutes of the previous General Meet-
ing, which had been published in the "Journal of the 
R.V.I.A.," were taken as read and were confirmed on 
the motion of Mr. Scarborough, seconded by Mr. C. R. 
Carleton (A.) 

Apologies.—Apologies for non-attendance were re-
ceived from Councillors T. J. Buchan and John S. 
Gawler, and Messrs. W. A. M. Blackett, Kingsley A. 
Henderson, Percy A. Oakley, Roy K. Stevenson (Fel-
lows), Stanley T. Parkes, L. Hume Sherrard, E. J. 
Walker (Associates), John A. Laing, W. Tolson and 
Augustus Wolskel and Professor Henry Payne. 

Membership.—On the motion of Mr. Serpell, se-
conded by Mr. Perrott, Messrs. John R. Freeman and 
O. A. Yuncken (Associates) were appointed scrutin-
eers in respect of a ballot for the elevation of William 
Patrick Conolly (A.) to Fellowship of the Institute and 
for the election of William Frederick Blandy, John 
David Fisher, John Haig Harriott, Allan Rynhart Love, 
Eric Keith Mackay, Athel Ernest Cornwall Opie, Keith 
Reid, Cyril Ernest Sainsbury, Mary Turner Shaw and 

Peter Elliston Spier to Associate Membership. The Pre-
sident announced later that the afore-named candidates 
had been elected. 

Haddon Architectural Scholarship.—(a) The six sets 
of drawings which had been submitted in the competi-
tion in Designing and Planning in connection with the 
Robert and Ada Haddon Architectural Scholarship of 
the R.V.I.A. for the year 1937 were exhibited at the 
meeting. 

(b) The Chairman of the Board of Architectural 
Education of the Institute (Mr. Serpell) presented the 
following-stated prizes which had been awarded in re-
spect of the Scholarship for the year 1937:- 

1. Scholarship of £300, the R.V.I.A. Silver Medal 
and the accompanying certificate—Mr. John David 
Fisher. A letter was received from Mr. Fisher express-
ing his appreciation at having been awarded the 
Scholarship and stating that because of urgent business 
which required his presence in New Zealand, he was 
unable to be present at the meeting. Acting on behalf 
of Mr. Fisher, Mr. Peter Spier accepted the presenta-
tion of the awards. 

2. Certificate of Second Prize awarded to the author 
of the drawings placed second in order of merit in the 
competition in Designing and Planning, and the Special 
Prize donated by the President (Mr. Alec S. Eggleston) 
—Mr. Max. Ernest Collard. 

3. Certificate of Honourable Mention awarded to the 
author of the drawings placed third in order of merit in 
the competition in Designing and Planning—Mr. J. H. 
McConnell (A.). 

Address of the President.-The President delivered 
his inaugural address for the session 1937-38 (arrange-
ments for the publication of which in the Institute Jour-
nal had been made) . A vote of thanks to the President 
for the giving of his address was proposed by Alder-
man Lewis, and, after having been seconded by Mr. 
Scarborough, was carried with acclamation. 

Recent Developments of the Architectural Profession 
and the Building Industry Overseas.--A brief address 
regarding recent developments of the Architectural Pro-
fession and the Building Industry overseas was given by 
Mr. T. C. Glanville Hicks, who recently had returned 
to Melbourne following a tour of England and the Con-
tinent extending over a period of three years. 
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Mr. H. Garnet Alsop (A.) , who had returned to Mel-
bourne during the previous week after having engaged 
in an extensive tour of Europe and America, also ad-
dressed the meeting and described his impressions of 
current architectural practice in those countries. 

Golf .—The. President announced that arrangements 
were being made by the House Committee for the hold-
ing of a golf match between members of the R.V.I.A. 
and members of the Institution of Engineers, Australia, 
Melbourne Division, on the course of the Yarra Yarra 
Golf Club on Friday, 13th August, full particulars 
regarding which would be sent all members during the 
following week. The President stated that the Com-
mittee was anxious that the R.V.I.A. should have a 
representative team, and it was hoped, therefore, that as 
many members as possible would take part in the match. 

Concrete Construction.—It was announced by the Pre-
sident that the Melbourne Technical College had ar-
ranged a course of five lectures for Architects and 
Engineers regarding developments and trends in con-
crete construction. The course, which would include 
practical demonstrations, was intended to serve as a 
"refresher" to Architects and Engineers who had com-
pleted their school studies some years ago and who 
desired to obtain information regarding recent dis- 

coveries in concreting practice throughout the world. 
The first of the lectures had been given that afternoon 
and the remaining four lectures would be given on 
Wednesdays, 28th July, and August 4th, 11th and 18th, 
from 4.30 p.m. to 6 p.m., the late afternoon having 
been selected for the sessions as it was felt that such 
time was more convenient than at night. The total fee 
for the course was 15/-, it being announced that further 
particulars could be obtained from the Secretary of the 
Institute. 

Timber Seasoning Class.—Members and students were 
notified by the President that during the week com-
mencing Monday, September 27th, the Division of 
Forest Products of the Council for Scientific and Indus-
trial Research would conduct a course in timber season-
ing. The course would consist of lectures, practical 
work and visits to kiln installations and air drying 
yards, the lectures and practical work to be held at the 
Division's new headquarters, Yarra Bank Road, South 
Melbourne. It was announced that there would not be 
any charge for the taking of the course and that fur-
ther particulars were available upon application to the 
Secretary of the R.V.I.A. 

The meeting closed with the serving of light 
refreshments. 
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