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N the last few years our Domestic Architecture has 
been through many phases, and to an outside obser- 
ver in search of the Australian Home our modern 
domestic pattern would seem to have developed 

more the appearance of a crazy quilt, for it needs but 
a casual inspection of our Melbourne Suburbia to find 
a heterogeneous mass, a disorderly arrangement of 
units, which in themselves are mostly of doubtful ap-
pearance. The observer has no need to read books or 
architectural publications to realise that in our modern 
work there appears to be some indecision as to what 
to do, and that this indecision is not only between those 
engaged in the domestic arena but also in the minds of 
the combatants themselves. 

In the past twenty years the architectural butterfly 
has gently fluttered from one style to another with few 
exceptions and little success, but never yet has had the 
courage to enter the portals. There are Georgian houses, 
Spanish houses, French houses and Tudor houses, but 
all in exterior treatment only, which indicates the insin-
cerity of the use of style. We haven't the courage to 
go through with it. We don't mind looking at the 
16th Century pattern but we object to living in it. And 
now after all these we have arrived at the last stage—
"modernism". 

If we attempt to analyse the word it is soon obvious 
that everything which is made, every house that is built, 
in our time is modern, or as our time is a rather quickly-
moving one, shall we limit it to the last ten years ? And 
of all these "modern" homes some are good and some 
are bad and not even in equal proportions. But how shall 
we discriminate? If the Spanish house is right then the 
French house is wrong or vice versa ; or else they are 
both wrong. 

A Tudor house in the 16th Century was modern and 
had there been erected at that time in a Tudor village 
a house adapted from the period of the Greek temple 
it would also have been modern but no matter how 
authentic its design or how fine its proportion it would 
not have been good, healthy architecture. In the per-
spective of time a future generation will see in our own 
modern towns a similar incongruity unless an under-
standing Providence should limit their span with less 
mercy than that extended to the work of our ancestors. 

But our Tudor ancestors did not erect Greek houses 
in their villages, but only Tudor houses—or rather the 
type that we now call' Tudor. And not only Tudor 
houses but Tudor churches and Tudor markets and 
memorials. In fact all their buildings were of similar 
character and feeling. Our Tudor ancestors even rode 
in Tudor carriages. 

The reason for this is due to a number of conditions. 
They were all built for the same people and by the 
same people. Architecture developed from the materials 
at hand, and the sociological and climatic conditions, 
and it developed in a perfectly natural way. This is the 
greatest lesson that tradition can teach us but we seem 
to be unwilling students. We still build Gothic churches, 
Renaissance Town Halls and Classic museums. Our 
materials are different from those of past centuries, so 
is our social design, and in this country so also is our 
climate. 

If we look at just one of these developments in 
industrial design and examine the progress of the modern 
automobile to the nearly perfect thing it is to-day, we 
find that it has been as much a development of effici-
ency as of beauty, and the more efficient it has become, 
the more beautiful also, because the two are inseparable. 
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This efficiency is sometimes found in the homes of 
to-day. Not only an efficiency to produce a saving of 
labour, but an efficiency in the use of materials and an 
efficiency of purpose. Not something that is cold and 
without feeling but a virile and spirited character which 
can be as stirring as a modern air-liner or Brian 
O'Rorke's "Orion". If then the present movement in 
Architecture which we call "modernism" is wrong, so 
also is the modern liner and the stream-lined train. The 
latest design on this modern domestic pattern is not a 
whim or a fashion as were the others, it is an expres-
sion of national living. 

One of the greatest difficulties in our profession is 
that before we can realize the products of our imagina-
tion we must have a client. The manufacturer of auto-
mobiles with vast resources may build a car to ascer-
tain if his design is satisfactory, subject it to all manner 
of abuses and so produce a proven article, but one does 
not often find a client who will "stake" his architect in 
a search for ideas. Although this may be disappointing 
to the enthusiastic "modernist" it is not beyond under-
standing, for one of the greatest handicaps in his efforts 
to impress the public with the genuineness of his inten-
tions is the fact that as far as good, clean examples of 
modern architecture are concerned, the public has 
seen very little; however, some interesting examples 
accompany this article, for scattered here and there 
about our city are some really worthy examples. But 
they are in the most unexpected places, modestly hidden 
and often difficult to find, and in the search we may 
be led astray by that red-herring "pseudo modernism." 

Good architecture results from the natural develop-
ment of a client's wishes, aspect, prospect and the avail-
able materials all in the hands of an expert modeller. 
Rooms in their right relationship according to the 
owner's mode of living, and the aspect. Windows  

designed according to the dictates of privacy or pros-
pect. If a view is best obtained through a long window 
that occupies two sides of a room, then take advantage 
of it. If a flat roof is of any use for recreation, then 
have it. New materials, glass, concrete, steel, open up 
a field of possibilities which gives us scope to plan 
brighter, cleaner, healthier and more efficient houses, 
and therefore more nearly beautiful, for a home with 
new features, large windows, long lines, a flat roof, 
can be a fine design, but it is not because of them. 
Genuine architecture which embraces features such as 
these must not be confused with vicious ensembles of 
corner windows and cantilevered balconies that are 
becoming menacingly prevalent. And this brings us 
back to the "pseudo-modernist'. 

The most serious and deplorable handicap to the 
development of good work is the charlatan who, realiz-
ing the possible fruits from the "novelty" aspect, ex-
ploits it to the full. Thus we see houses and other 
buildings with all the features of good work indis-
criminately strewn about and distorted to suit purposes 
for which they were never intended, and to suit none 
at all, and which merely result in an obviously vulgar 
and self-conscious striving for effect. 

All this only confuses the pattern still further in 
the public mind, and with so few examples of the true 
and so many of the false, the general impression is not 
favourable and the ability to discriminate not always 
easy. And until the public can discriminate we 
cannot expect from it the support without which the 
task, if not exactly hopeless, is dishearteningly difficult. 
Propaganda and publicity will do much to simplify the 
confusion, and this can better be achieved by co-oper-
ative effort than by the individual. Ultimately the result 
depends on the members of the Architectural profession 
themselves. 

EMPLOYMENT BUREAU 

The special attention of practitioners, draughtsmen 
and students is invited to the very helpful services 
which are being rendered the Profession by the Employ-
ment Bureau which has been developed by the Institute 
Council in recent years. 

The purposes of the Bureau are to assist practising 
Architects in the selection of the personnel of their 
staffs and to place draughtsmen and students in suitable 
appointments. The Bureau is in constant touch with 
members of the Profession who may require draughting 
assistance and with draughtsmen and students who may 
be seeking positions and, therefore, is able to render 
prompt advice in this direction. In addition, the Bureau 
is able to supply the services of competent Clerks of 
Works for particular types of building projects. 

A useful suggestion made to the Bureau recently is 
that on occasions on which any practitioner might find 
that the current volume of work available in his office 
is not sufficient to warrant the retention of each mem-
ber of his staff, the Architect concerned might with 
advantage arrange through the facility of the Employ-
ment Bureau for the temporary transfer of certain of 
his assistants to other offices. Such an arrangement, it 
has been suggested, would enable practitioners to retain 
control of their organisations and also would provide 
a helpful service to other Architects during periods of 
urgent work. The Bureau will be pleased to assist in 
this direction, and any members of the Profession who 
may desire to avail themselves of this facility are 
invited to communicate with the Institute Secretary. 
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IN 
PLYWOOD 

BUILDING CONSTRUCTION 
By R. F. TURNBULL, B.E., 

Utilisation Officer, Division of Forest Products, C.S.I.R. 

HE utilisation of veneers and plywood has 
progressed through the centuries from the econ-
omical but limited use of valuable, finely-figured 
woods for decorative purposes to the widespread 

use of many plywoods in modern construction. 
While the Pharaohs ruled ancient Egypt, over 3000 

years ago, the art of veneering with beautiful woods 
was founded. Possessing few decorative timbers in their 
own country, Egyptian craftsmen obtained woods from 
India and produced veneered furniture using Ebony, 
Sycamore, Acacia ,sp., and inlaying their work with 
ivory, gold and precious stones. The Babylonians, As-
syrians and Greeks later practised this art of veneering. 
The Romans developed a fashion for highly ornamental 
furniture and the choicest and most costly pieces were 
the tables which were veneered with rare woods. 

In the middle ages (about 500 to 1500 A.D.), the 
use of the delicate and decorative styles gave place to 
the Gothic, with the result that massive strength became 
the feature of design. During the Renaissance, there 
was a revival in veneering art which spread from Italy 
to France and thence to England. Here, during the 
reign of Queen Elizabeth, the use of inlay in furniture 
was continued and this form of veneer began to be 
used in panelling. From this early beginning the modern 
fashion of using veneer in the form of plywood for 
panelling the walls and ceilings of the best rooms in 
houses has developed. 

Until the 20th century, however, veneers and ply- 
woods were produced chiefly for the use of furniture 
manufacturers. The master craftsmen — Chippendale, 
Hepplewhite and Sheraton--were leaders in design and 
under their leadership, mahogany veneers showing beau-
tiful crotch figuring were in great demand and the use 
of veneer and plywood received great impetus. 

Since 1900, and especially since 1914, the manufac- 
ture of plywood has expanded on an unprecedented 
scale. Advances in machine design undoubtedly have 
solved many of the manufacturers' production problems, 
making mass production possible and bringing the new 
material into economical reach of users other than fur-
niture specialists. The Great War, besides necessitating 
research into the possibilities of all raw materials, also 
provided the market for the immediate application of 
research results. The gap between the solving of tech-
nical problems and their practical application, which in 
normal times is prolonged, was bridged by national 
needs, the uses of the new material being applied 
almost as soon as they were realised. 

The modern tendency towards applying research to 
manufacturing problems has improved the uniformity  

and quality of plywood products and simplified manu-
facturing technique and a broader scientific outlook has 
caused fuller use to be made of the technical properties 
of construction materials, thereby increasing uses and 
indicating future expansion. From a decorative material, 
plywood has been advanced to the status of a general 
purpose and structural material. 

THE QUALITIES OF PLYWOOD 
In the construction of plywood, thin sheets of wood 

are glued together with the grain of each alternate 
sheet running at right angles to that of the adjacent 
sheets. This method of assembling tends to bring the 
properties of the plywood across its width into balance 
with those along its length. 

It is common knowledge that wood is made up 
mainly of small fibre-like elements bonded together. 
The resulting structure shows different values of strength 
and shrinkage in the direction of the length of the 

Flush veneered maple door studded with bronze nails 
Architects: Yuncken, Freeman, Freeman & Griffiths 
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elements than transversely. Solid wood, accordingly, is 
much stronger along the grain than across the grain. 
Solid wood in drying also shrinks in width, but changes 
very little in length. 

In plywood, the crossing of alternate plies results in 
balancing these differences. 

Compared with solid wood, the bending strength of 
plywood is greater across the grain but less in the 
longitudinal direction. Three-ply with the outer plies 
running lengthwise has about 82% of the bending 
strength of an equivalent thickness of solid wood with 
the grain running lengthwise; but three-ply with the 
outer plies crosswise has about double the strength of 
ordinary wood. As the proportions of the grain direc-
tion are equalised by 5-ply, 7-ply or 9-ply construction, 
panels tend to equalise their strength in longitudinal 
and transverse directions, the strength of the longi-
tudinal being less than the equivalent thickness of solid 
wood, but that of the transverse section being enor-
mously greater than solid wood across the grain. 

Plywood also gives balance in the properties of shrink-
age, and warping and splitting are reduced to a mini-
mum. These factors, in many phases of building con-
struction, are more important than strength. Because its 
grain is distributed in both directions, plywood does 
not shrink or swell appreciably in length or width 'with 
changes in moisture content. The plies running across 
the width of the sheet restrain the shrinkage or swelling 
of the plies running lengthwise and vice versa. With 
reduction in shrinkage or swelling, there is also a reduc-
tion in forms of warping. The resistance of plywood 
to splitting permits it to be nailed near the edges with-
out injury to the panel. 

COMMON USES OF PLYWOOD IN DWELLINGS 
The practical significance of these properties has 

been realised by the builder and joiner and brought 
changes in the design of panelling and furniture. Before 
plywood became a readily available material, it was 
usual in many fittings to use wide boards for panels, 
bench tops, table tops, doors, etc. But these wide boards 
had to be set so that the normal "working", i.e., shrink-
ing and swelling with atmospheric changes, did not set 
up large stresses. The common practice was therefore 
to place the panel in a framework which held the panel 
flat but which allowed more or less free movement in 
width. The "framed" panel was consequently typical 
of the times. 

At first, plywood sheets were substituted for the 
"solid" panel and the same method of framing con-
tinued. As joiners and architects became accustomed 
to plywood, new methods of using it were practised to 
take advantage of its balance in construction and its 
general stability. It was fixed on to a wooden frame-
work so as to give panels with a flush face. To-day this 
type of construction is to be seen in many parts of the 
modern dwelling—in flush panelling, flush doors, built-
in fixtures, cupboards, etc. These types of construction 
could not have been carried our' in solid wood panelling 
without meeting serious trouble. The new material has 
made possible new designs, together with stronger and 
more stable and more hygienic construction. 

The latest developments and simplification in small 
houses and flats have caused more intensive interest to 
be taken in the utilisation of space to the best possible 
advantage and to obtaining labour-saving ideals. The 
Architect is expected to see to all these requirements 
in interior construction and to deal adequately with the 
problems of comfort and convenience. Consequently the 
modern home is fitted with built-in cupboards and 
dressers in kitchen and living rooms. The Architect 
has discovered, now that he has become used to ply- 
wood, that this material affords great scope for new 
styles and economical construction. 

Besides its common use for joinery, door construction 
and interior fittings, plywood also features prominently 
in framed and flush panelling in modern homes. In 
Australia the three-ply sheet 6 ft. x 3 ft. x a in. thick 
is the standard used for panelling, sheets being placed 
on end along the wall and divided by cover strips at 
the side joints and sometimes in the centre. The use of 
figured woods in the plywood faces has stimulated the 
demand for similar timbers as cover strips and rails. 
In many cases the whole of the joinery--doors, arch-
ways, etc.—and the mouldings of the panelled rooms, 
are of identical timbers or of such timbers as blend 
with the plywood used. 

The use of plywood for floors has also been advanced 
appreciably, more, perhaps, overseas than locally. 
Throughout some houses, kitchens and bathrooms and 
other rooms where linoleum is to be laid, plywood is 
used in the floor treatment. Architects mention rapidity 
in laying as a cost reduction factor and notice freedom 
from squeaking, warping and buckling, with strength 
and smoothness, the latter being all important where 
permanent coverings such as carpets or linoleums are 
laid. Some manufacturers have also developed plywoods 
for finished flooring. These are laid in block styles, 
which permit a wide range in pattern, after the manner 
of wood-block or parquetry flooring. 

The foregoing methods of use can be practised in 
any type of home irrespective of the material of which 
the foundations and walls are constructed. But in Aus-
tralia they have not to any appreciable extent chal-
lenged the prevailing taste for building stone, bricks 
and mortar. It is overseas that we must look for inspira-
tion in extending the application of plywood into the 
structural aspects of home building. 

THE FUTURE OF PLYWOOD 

Already in Sweden, ordinary dwellings have been 
erected showing the adaptability of plywood for sheath-
ing and insulation. In these houses, the 4 in. frame-
work was lined inside and outside with low quality 
plywood and the space between the plywoods filled with 
insulating wastes. Laths were nailed to the outer ply-
wood and to these an external facing of weatherboards. 
Laths 2 in. thick were nailed to the inside walls and to 
these, good quality decorative plywood, without filling, 
thus giving an air insulation. 

In an American type of construction, a new concep-
tion of the function of plywood is prominently featured. 
This fundamental idea was developed during the war 
when plywood was used for the wing covering of 
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aeroplanes for which purpose it was glued to the interior 
wing spars and formed the `stressed covering" of the 
wing. In this way, plywood was advanced to the status 
of a high-quality structural material. When plywood 
sheets are glued to the top and bottom of a series of 
joists, the assembly resembles a box girder in which 
the plywood functions as a stressed covering and is 
equivalent to the flanges in a rolled steel joist or beam. 
Out of this type of construction, research engineers 
developed for test a new type of building unit, the 
success of which should be particularly significant to 
the plywood trade. 

ALL-WOOD PANEL SYSTEM OF CONSTRUCTION 
In its research programme on modern structures and 

wood fabrication the Forest Products Laboratory of the 
United States of America designed and built during 
1935 an experimental pre-fabricated house in which 
plywood was the principal material of construction. 
This house was of a one-storey type with a flat roof 
and had casement windows throughout. 

Like most pre-fabricated structures, the house had as 
its basic structural unit a panel. Each panel consisted 

Flush. Panelling and Partitions in Queensland Walnut 
Architect: Edward F. Billson 

of two plywood faces glued to either side of an inner 
structural framework to form what was virtually a 
box girder. With this type of construction, the load is 
immediately distributed through the framework to the 
plywood face so that the joists and studs actually sup-
port only about one-quarter of the bending load. This 
action is possible because of the complete and continuous 
rigid joint formed by the glue between the plywood 
faces and the framework. 

This panel system of pre-fabricated construction can 
easily be altered to permit many types of construction. 
It can be adapted to double hung windows, to walls 
and openings filled with loose insulating material, to 
pitched roofs, and to two-storey houses. 

The plan of the house included a living room, two 
bedrooms, bath and utility room all in the space of 
21 ft. x 29 ft. Built-in features included a coat closet 
which screened the front entrance from the living room, 
a simple vanity and clothes closet in the master bed-
room, a clothes closet in another bedroom, and essential 
cabinets in the kitchen, all made of timber and plywood. 
These features are only incidental to the structural 
system and could be replaced by a wide variety of 
movables. To present an appropriate and attractive in-
terior the demonstration home was furnished in modern 
style within the limitations of a modern budget. 

TECHNICAL PRODUCTION REQUIREMENTS 

Behind all systems of house pie-fabrication, whether 
in wood, steel or other materials, lies the same general 
idea—namely, to put the difficult, intricate part of the 
work inside a factory, thus reducing the time and 
expense of assembly on the site to a minimum and pro-
viding masses of the population with acceptable hous-
ing at a price within their reach. 

The footage of timber and plywood in a programme 
of several thousand 4- to 6-roomed houses of the type 
here considered forms indeed an interesting prospect. 
But the point should not be overlooked that mass 
ownership of such things as automobiles to-day hinges 
not alone on cheap mass production but on all of that, 
plus increasing precision control in manufacture. Accur-
acy of fitted parts means real performance, satisfaction 
in use, fundamental desirability, the difference between 
success and failure. 

The degree to which the woodworking factory can 
meet close tolerances in moisture content and machin-
ing of the wood, can satisfy exact requirements in 
gluing, and can ensure adequate provision against long-
time weathering, will determine whether the pre-fabri-
cated all-wood house is to be a modern reality or just 
another experiment without practical result. 

The architectural question of variety versus monotony 
in appearance of large groups of pre-fabricated type of 
house can be eliminated at the outset, since the basic 
idea is not a unit house but a system of building units. 
The substitution of wall, floor and roof panels for 
smaller traditional integers such as bricks, boards or 
slates actually insures wide flexibility in design 'of 
individual houses and admits of any size, number and 
arrangement of rooms desired. 
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OFFICERS OF THE INSTITUTE FOR 1937-38 

President 	 Alec S. Eggleston 
Ex-President 	... 	... F. L. Klingender 
Vice-President 	... Leslie M. Perrott 

Hon. Secretary ... 	... W. O. McCutcheon 
Hon. Assistant Secretary Edward F. Billson 
Hon. Treasurer ... 	Gordon Murphy 

W. A. M. Blackett 
A. R. Butler 

MEMBERS OF COUNCIL 

R. B. Hamilton 	Roy K. Stevenson 
Charles E. Serpell 	Colin C. McKenzie 

Secretary of the Institute ... John B. Islip 

Stanley T. Parkes 
John F. D. Scarborough 

NOTES OF GENERAL INTEREST 
Mr. Hugh Leonard 
Peck, who was ad-
vanced to Fellow-
ship at the last gen-
eral meeting of the 
Institute, is a son of 
Mr. Arthur Peck, 
who recently was 
elected a Life Fel-
low in recognition 
of his long and 
valued services to 
Architecture. 	Mr. 
Hugh Peck was ad-
mitted to Associate 

Mr. Hugh Peck 	 Membership in 1920 
has practised as a principal in Victoria for the 

past seventeen years. He is registered as an Architect 
under the provisions of the Architects Act of Victoria 
and, in partnership with his father, conducts the practice 
of Messrs. A. & H. L. Peck at 99 Queen Street, Mel-
bourne (Telephone MU4210) . 

The President of the Institute (Mr. Alec S. Eggle-
ston) and Mr. Gordon Murphy (F.) have been ap-
pointed the representative and deputy representative, 
respectively, of the R.V.I.A. on the Allied Societies 
Joint Rooms Committee. 

At the annual meeting of the Arts and Crafts Society 
of Victoria held on the 5th May, Mr. W. A. M. 
Blackett (F.) was re-elected President of the Society. 

Mr. Roy K. Stevenson (F.) has been appointed a 
member of the Committee established by the Building 
Industry Congress of Victoria to deal with the stan-
dardisation of building materials and equipment. 

Mr. John F. D. Scarborough (A.) has accepted ap-
pointment as Hon. Librarian of the Institute. 

Mr. J. Kirkland Rob-
ertson was elected 
an Associate Mem-
ber of the Institute 
recently after having 
completed the exam- 
ination 	qualifying 
him for such elec-
tion. Mr. Robertson 
studied designing 
and planning at the 
University of Mel-
bourne Architectural 
Atelier and was  
awarded the Dip- 
loma of Architec- 	Mr. J. Kirkland Robertson 

tural Design of that Institution. He is a member of 
the firm of Messrs. Scarborough, Robertson and Love, 
Architects, of 368 Collins Street, Melbourne (Telephone 
F5775). 	 ,h  

Mr. Marcus W. Martin (F.) is carrying on practice 
at his new offices at Normanby Chambers, 430 Chan-
cery Lane, Melbourne (Telephone MU2026) . 

+ 
Mr. Kingsley A. Henderson (F.) has been re-elected 

Chairman of the Architects Registration Board of Vic-
toria, to the membership of which Board Mr. Percy 
Everett (F.) has been re-appointed. 

At the official opening of the H. F. Richardson 
Memorial Wing of the Geelong Art Gallery last month, 
the Gordon Past Students' Association presented to the 
committee and trustees of the gallery a portrait in oils 
of Mr. Geo. R. King (Hon. F.), former principal of 
the Gordon Institute of Technology, executed by Mr. 
Charles Wheeler, artist. In accepting the gift, the Direc-
tor of the Gallery (Mr. A. E. Anderson) spoke eulogis-
tically of the services which Mr. King had rendered the 
Architectural profession over a long period of years, 
particularly in relation to Architectural education. 

and 
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Cr. G. D. Garvin (F.) has been elected President of 
the administrative council of the Ballarat School of 
Mines. 

For the purpose of his Architectural practice, Mr. 
John W. Wright (A.) has engaged offices in Scottish 
House, 90 William Street, Melbourne (Telephone 
MU2740) . 

Mr. H. C. Trigg (F.) , who is the Senior District 
Architect of the Department of Public Works of 
Western Australia, visited Melbourne last month and 
called on the Secretary of the Institute for the purpose 
of discussing matters of professional interest. 

Mr. J. H. Harvey (F.) has been admitted to Fellow-
ship of the Royal Institute of British Architects. Mr. 
Harvey, who is the Hon. Editor of the "Journal of the 
R.V.I.A.," is at present engaged upon a tour of Europe 
and America. 

Mr. W. A. M. Blackett (F.) represented the R.V.I.A. 
at a meeting of the Historical Society of Victoria on the 
31st May, at which meeting the centenary of the first 
land sales held in Melbourne was commemorated. Mr. 
Blackett addressed the meeting regarding The De-
velopment of the Architecture of Melbourne." 

Mr. W. R. Godfrey (A.) has been admitted to Regis-
tration as an Architect under the provisions of the 
Architects Act of Victoria. 

Mr. Arthur G. Hedley (A.) has engaged offices for 
the purpose of his Architectural practice in the Com-
monwealth Bank Buildings, 367 Collins Street, Mel-
bourne (Telephone M5312). 

Mr. Kingston K. Sedgfield (A.) has embarked upon 
a tour of Great Britain, the Continent and America for 
the purpose of investigating recent developments in the 
Architectural profession in those countries. During his 
tour, Mr. Sedgfield intends making a special study of 
housing and hospital Architecture. 

INFORMATION SERVICE 
Members of the R.V.I.A. are notified that the man-

agement of the Institute Journal has established an 
Information Department for the purpose of supplying 
particulars regarding building materials and equipment, 
prices, etc. The services of the Information Department 
—which, it is felt, should be of particular assistance to 
members of the profession—are available free of charge 
upon application to the Institute (Telephone Central 
5125). 

CABLE MAKERS' ASSOCIATION 
Mr. J. O. Critchlow of Sydney, has been appointed 

Secretary of the Australian Cable Makers' Association 
in succession to Mr. G. L. Chilvers, who resigned 
recently. Mr. R. Dooley has been appointed Victorian 
Secretary. 

Statements expressed in articles and letters which are 
published in the Journal should be taken as the opinions 
of their authors and not as representative expressions 

of the Institute. 

CURRENT ARCHITECTURAL WORKS 
The purpose of this section of the Journal is to bring 

under the notice of the Profession and other sections of 
the Building Industry notable examples of current 
architectural works for which contracts have been let 

or for which preparations are being made. The follow-
ing pages contain illustrations of four interesting build-
ing projects in Victoria in connection with which tenders 
were let recently, viz.:— 

The towers and spires to St. Patrick's Cathedral, East Melbourne; 

A city building for the Melbourne Theosophical Society; 

The Settlers' Club at Mildura; and 

A store at Hamilton. 
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ANNUAL REPORT OF THE COUNCIL 
For Year 1936-37 (concluded from March issue). 

BUILDING INDUSTRY CONGRESS 

The Council has maintained its close association with 
the work of the Building Industry Congress of Vic-
toria, the R.V.I.A. being represented on the Congress 
by Messrs. Leighton Irwin, Leslie M. Perrott, Charles 
E. Serpell and W. O. McCutcheon. 

This opportunity is taken to congratulate the B.I.C. 
upon the valuable work it is performing in the interests 
of the Building Industry as a whole in the State of 
Victoria, particularly in view of the fact that the activi-
ties of the Congress to date have had positive results 
as far as the architectural profession is concerned. For 
example, some important directions in which the Con-
gress has achieved success and is working at present 
are in relation to the following matters:— 
The giving of publicity to the value of building as a 

sound base for the investment of capital, 
The obtaining of the abolition of Sales Tax as affecting 

building materials, 
The drafting of a Standard Building By-Law for use in 

cities, towns, boroughs and shires throughout 
Victoria, 

The bringing about of an improved state of organization 
among the various sections of the Building Industry, 

The registration of all bona-fide individuals and firms 
engaged in all sections of the Building Industry as 
Associate Members of the Congress, 

The establishment of an extremely valuable Credit 
Bureau, 

The standardization of building materials and the elim-
ination of waste in the Building Industry, 

The provision of facilities for testing and research work 
in relation to the manufacture and installation of 
building materials, 

The provision of a Lien Act, and 
The abolition of slums and the provision of housing 

for low-wage earners. 
The Council also takes this opportunity of conveying 

its good wishes to Mr. T. A. Pemberton upon his recent 
appointment to the Presidency of the Congress for the 
ensuing year and of assuring him of the whole-hearted 
co-operation of the Institute with the objectives of the 
Congress. 

AUSTRALIAN INSTITUTE 

The Annual Meeting of the Council of the R.A.I.A. 
was held in Adelaide in November last, Messrs. Leigh-
ton Irwin and Charles E. Serpell having represented 
Victoria at such meeting. 

Several important matters affecting the profession 
throughout Australia were discussed, it being intended 
that a detailed report with regard thereto should be 
submitted to a General Meeting of members of the 
R.V.I.A. at an early date. 

The Council records its serious concern at the depar-
ture by the R.A.I.A. from the conception announced at 
the time of the establishment of that body that its  

intentions would be restricted to the defining of stand-
ards in relation to matters of a Federal character, the 
giving of effect to and the policing of such standards 
to be carried out by the existing State bodies. 

The operations of the R.A.I.A., however, have now 
been developed to such an extent that they are entirely 
out of proportion to the original intention. 

In giving its consent to the establishment of the 
R.A.I.A., the Council definitely had in mind the pro-
vision of an Australian Institute which, in effect, would 
take over the work of its predecessor, the Federal Coun-
cil, with a minimum of additional operations and fin-
ance, the State bodies to be built up in strength and 
status. Instead, however, the whole tendency of the 
R.A.I.A. has been towards the unification and central-
ization of control involving the obtaining of additional 
finance from the States, rather than to the preserving 
and developing of the autonomy and the activities of 
the State bodies. 

The whole question of the future manner in which 
the profession in Australia should be organised 
and administered was brought strongly by the Victorian 
delegates before the R.A.I.A. Council at its recent 
meeting. As a result, the latter-named body has agreed 
to a proposal that the Victorian Institute should prepare 
a statement for the attention of the R.A.I.A. setting 
out the intentions of the R.V.I.A. with regard to the 
manner in which it considers the Australian Institute 
should function. The preparation of such a statement 
of policy is now in hand and it is earnestly hoped that 
a satisfactory solution of this question will be evolved. 

"JOURNAL OF THE R.V.I.A." 

A constant endeavour is being made in a number of 
directions to improve still further the general standard 
and tone of the "Journal of the R.V.I.A." with a view 
to making it a publication of which the Institute may be 
proud and in which all members, subscribers, adver-
tisers and others to whom the Journal is presented may 
find more interest and value. 

Action is being taken to see that interesting and 
valuable text matter is provided. Articles embracing a 
variety of subjects are being sought and obtained, with 
the result that Architects and students are expressing 
a much greater interest in succeeding issues. Attention 
is also being given to the displaying of the matter pub-
lished in the Journal to greater advantage. The range 
of illustrations is being extended to embrace all spheres 
of architectural interest, and advertisers are being en-
couraged to make greater efforts to raise the standard 
of their advertisements. 

The circulation of the Journal has been doubled in 
recent years. An important manner in which the cir-
culation has been widened is that immediately following 
the publication of each issue presentation copies are 
sent to representative citizens throughout Victoria with 
a personal letter conveying the compliments of the 
Institute. Judging from the large number of replies 
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which have been received, this innovation has caused 
considerable interest on the part of the recipients of 
such presentation copies and it should accomplish a 
service of great value in assisting in creating a higher 
appreciation by the community of the work of the 
architectural profession and its members. 

LIBRARY 

The extensive manner in which members and students, 
particularly the latter, are now making use of the Allied 
Societies' library at Kelvin Hall—of which the R.V.I.A. 
section forms a part—is indicative of the value of the 
books and periodicals contained therein. 

The Architectural Department has gradually been 
built up by the Council in recent years by the addition 
of a carefully selected range of publications and it now 
constitutes one of the most useful libraries of its kind 
in the southern hemisphere. 

Members and students are informed, by means of 
reviews and notices published in each issue of the Insti-
tute Journal, of the new books and periodicals which are 
added to the Library from time to time so that they may 
be encouraged to avail themselves of the valuable infor-
mation contained therein. 

The contents of the Library are systematically cata-
logued and borrowers thereby are enabled promptly to 
obtain a range of data upon almost any particular phase 
of architectural practice. The facilities of the Library 
are available to all members and students, including 
those who reside outside the metropolis of Melbourne, 
upon application to the Secretary. 

LITTLEJOHN MEMORIAL CHAPEL 

An official visit of inspection was made in December 
by members and students of the Institute to the Little-
john Memorial Chapel, Scotch College, Hawthorn, the 
construction of which was completed recently. The 
inspecting party was conducted by the Architects of the 
Chapel (Messrs. Scarborough, Robertson & Love) who 
described the design, plan and construction of the build-
ing. The inspection proved of particular interest inas-
much as the design of the Chapel had been placed first 
in an Architectural Competition held in 1934. The 
Chapel is an outstanding acquisition to the Architecture 
of Victoria and the Architects of the structure are con-
gratulated upon the bringing of their scholarly concep-
tion to such successful fruition. 

GOLF MATCH 

The Annual Golf Match of the Institute was held in 
October on the links of the Metropolitan Golf Club 
at Oakleigh. The best individual score was returned 
by Mr. C. P. Smart (F.) , who was presented with the 
R.V.I.A. Golf Cup for the ensuing year. 

BUILDING RESEARCH STATION 

The Council has co-operated with the Building In-
dustry Congress of Victoria in giving attention to the 
need for the provision of research facilities for inves-
tigating problems affecting the manufacture and appli-
cation of building materials. In this direction, the Coun-
cil has resolved that it is in favour of the establishment 
of a Building Research Station, it being considered that 
the provision of such a facility would bring about results 
of great benefit to all sections of the building industry. 
The B.I.C. has submitted the proposal to the Secondary 
Industries Testing and Research Committee which has 
been appointed by the Federal Government to inves-
tigate the question of extending the activities of the 
Council for Scientific and Industrial Research for the 
purpose of including testing and research work on 
behalf of secondary industries. 

EMPIRE TRADE 

The Council has appointed Mr. W. A. M. Blackett 
the representative of the R.V.I.A. on the Empire Shop-
ping Week Council of Victoria. 

TAXATION 

In response to requests made by the Melbourne 
Chamber of Commerce and the Taxpayers' Association 
of Victoria that the R.V.I.A. should co-operate with 
those bodies in connection with their endeavours to 
bring about a reduction in Taxation, Mr. Charles E. 
Serpell was appointed by the Council to represent the 
Institute in this direction, it being felt by the Council 
that the incidence of Taxation affecting the Building 
Industry, particularly in relation to the Federal Land 
Tax, should be reviewed. 

STANDARDS ASSOCIATION 

Mr. J. F. W. Ballantyne (A.) was appointed by the 
Council to represent the Institute on a Victorian Sub-
Committee established by the Standards Association of 
Australia for the purpose of reviewing standard Rules 
for the Design, Installation and Operation of Fire 
Hydrant and Hose Equipment, which have been pre-
pared by the N.S.W. Committee of the Association for 
review in other States. 

BOARD OF ARCHITECTURAL EDUCATION 
The personnel of the Board during the past year was 

as follows:—The President of the Institute (Mr. F. L. 
Klingender), the Hon. Secretary of the Institute (Mr. 
W. O. McCutcheon), Messrs. Charles E. Serpell (Chair-
man), Alec S. Eggleston, Edward F. Billson and H. 
Vivian Taylor representing the Institute Council, 
Messrs. Percy H. Meldrum and John F. D. Scarborough 

representing the members of the Institute, the repre-
sentative in Melbourne of the Board of Architectural 
Education of the Royal Institute of British Architects 
and the Director of the University of Melbourne Archi-
tectural Atelier (Mr. Leighton Irwin) and the Lecturer 
in Architecture at the University of Melbourne (Cr . 

John S. Gawler) . 
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R.V.I.A. PRIZES AND STUDENTSHIPS 

Awards as listed hereunder were made in respect of 
the Prizes and Studentships of the Institute during the 

. past year:— 

(a) The Robert and Ada Haddon Architectural 
Scholarship of the R.V.I.A.—For award to students for 
the purpose of developing their studies overseas: 
Scholarship of £300 together with the R.V.I.A. Silver 
Medal and accompanying Certificate—Mr. Thomas E. 
O'Mahony (A.). The President's Prize (donated by 
Mr. F. L. Klingender), value £2/2/-, for award to the 
author of the drawings placed second in order of merit 
in the Competition in Designing and Planning (subject 
—"A Federal Government House at Canberra") which 
was held in connection with the Scholarship—Mr. J. H. 
McConnell (A.). Certificate of Honourable Mention for 
award to the author of the drawings placed third in 
order of merit in the Competition—Mr. Alfred O. 
Dalton (A.). 

(b) The War Memorial Scholarship of the R.V.I.A. 
--Established through donations made by members of 
the Institute for the purpose of a War Memorial, this 
Scholarship is to the value of approximately £55 per 
annum or at the discretion of the Trustees and is avail-
able, firstly, to architectural students whose education 
has suffered through the loss of a relative in the Great 
War, secondly, to Returned Soldiers and sons of Re-
turned Soldiers and, thirdly, to students of Architecture 
at the University of Melbourne, for the payment of 
fees at the University or travelling expenses for the 
purpose of developing the architectural education of 
the person or persons to whom the Scholarship is 
awarded. 

Scholarships for the year 1936 to the value of 
£15/15/- each were awarded to Messrs. Dudley T. 
Bain and J. McM. Keane in connection with their 
studies at the University of Melbourne Architectural 
Atelier and a Scholarship to the value of £15/15/- was 
awarded to Mr. T. L. Duigan in respect of his studies 
for the Degree of Bachelor of Architecture at the 
University of Melbourne. 

Scholarships for the year 1937 have been awarded 
as follows:—Messrs. David W. Best (£15/15/-), Colin 
B. Purnell (£15/15/-) and W. Lambert Lee 
(£10/10/-) for the purposes of defraying the fees for 
the Course this year at the University of Melbourne 
Architectural Atelier. Awards have also been made to 
Messrs. T. L. Duigan (£5/5/-) and Grenfell Rudduck 
(£15/15/-) in connection with their studies for the 

Degree of Bachelor of Architecture at the University. 
(c) The University of Melbourne Architectural 

Atelier Scholarship of the R.V.I.A. Value £15/15/-: 
For award annually to the student who is adjudged 
most successful in the first year at the Atelier for the 
payment of fees for the advancement of his architectural 
education at the Atelier—Mr. E. W. Howarth. 

EXAMINATION FOR MEMBERSHIP 

Twenty-five candidates presented themselves for vari-
ous sections of the examination qualifying for nomina-
tion to membership of the Institute, which was held at 

Kelvin Hall in February, 1937, as compared with 24 
candidates for the previous year and 35 for 1935. 

UNIVERSITY OF MELBOURNE 

During the year Messrs. Percy . H. Meldrum, Charles 
E. Serpell, Edward F. Billson and W. O. McCutcheon 
were appointed members of the Faculty of Architecture 
at the University, representing the Institute. 

SCHOOLS OF ARCHITECTURE 

The Visiting Board of the Institute paid visits of 
inspection to the Schools of Architecture at the Univer-
sity of Melbourne (Full Recognition), the Melbourne 
Technical College (Partial Recognition) and the Gor-
don Institute of Technology, Geelong (Partial Recog-
nition) . Reports were obtained from the afore-named 

• Schools regarding the facilities and equipment for archi-
tectural education at their institutions and the Visiting 
Board subsequently reported to the Board of Architec-
tural Education that in its opinion the Schools con-
cerned were maintaining the standard of education 
required by the Institute for the purpose of Recognition 
or Partial Recognition, as the case may be, for exemp-
tion from the examination qualifying for nomination to 
membership of the Institute. 

AUSTRALIAN INSTITUTE 
The Board is seriously concerned at the unwieldy 

and cumbersome procedure which has been created by 
the R.A.I.A. in relation to architectural education in 
Victoria. With a view to providing for the facile ad-
ministration of educational matters in Victoria, the 
Board has recommended the Council to take such steps 
as it may consider necessary to ensure that the R.A.I.A. 
delegates to the Royal Victorian Institute full powers 
and discretions in the matter of education and examin-
ations as far as the State of Victoria is concerned, it 
being the strong opinion of the Board that the vesting 
of such authority in the R.V.I.A. is an essential to the 
efficient administration of education in Victoria. 

CONCLUSION 

The Council of the Institute is pleased to record a 
continued increase in the activities of the Profession 
following the economic depression in recent years and 
that the outlook for the forthcoming session is a satis-
factory one. The appended table shows the value of 
building erections in Melbourne and suburbs for which 
permits were issued during the twelve months ended 
the 31st January in each of the past nine years:- 

1929 ... 	£8,039,583 1934 ... 	£3,440,648 
1930 ... 	7,075,588 1935 ... 	4,879,097 
1931 ... 	2,370,593 1936 ... 	6,706,720 
1932 ... 	1,266,873 1937 ... 	7,479,265 
1933 ... 	2,368,440 

In conclusion, the Council reports that the member-
ship, the finances, and the general status of the Institute 
are in a sound condition and that the results during the 
past year, as indicated above, show that the Profession 
has benefited materially through the activities which 
have been undertaken by the Institute during recent 
years. F. L. KLINGENDER, President. 

JOHN B. IsuP, Secretary. 
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GENERAL ACCOUNT 

INCOME AND EXPENDITURE STATEMENT FOR THE TWELVE MONTHS ENDED 31st DECEMBER, 1936 

To 	Rent and Cleaning .. 	.. 	.. 	.. 	. . £216 6 0 By Subscriptions and Entrance Fees .. 	.. 	.. 	.. . . £897 10 	0 
„ Telephone 	.. 	.. 	.. 	.. 	.. 	.. 	.. 	. . 21 9 4 „ 	R.A.I.A. 	Levies 	.. 	.. 	.. 	.. 	.. 	.. 	.. 	.. 	.. 	.. 	.. 89 0 	0 
„ 551 11 0 „ 	Examination Fees 	.. 	.. 	.. 	.. 	.. 	.. 	.. 	.. 	.. 	. . 56 14 	0 

Petty Cash and Postages .. 	.. 	.. 	.. 53 0 2 „ 	Sale of Conditions of Contract, etc. .. 	.. 	.. 	. . 179 7 	0 
Printing and Stationery 	.. 	.. 	.. 	.. 	.. 58 17 6 Interest 	.. 	.. 	.. 	.. 	.. 	.. 	.. 	.. 	.. 	.. 	.. 	.. 47 12 	8 

„ Social Expenses .. 	.. 	.. 	.. 	. . 7 11 4 „ 	R.I.B.A. Rebates 	.. 	.. 	.. 	.. 	.. 	.. 	.. 20 6 	0 
Donations, Prizes and Scholarships .. 	.. 44 16 7 „ Reserve for Bad and Doubtful Debts Written 

„ Examination Expenses .. 	.. 	.. 	.. 	.. 	.. 25 0 0 27 18 	0 
„ General Expenses 	.. 	.. 	.. 	.. 	.. 	.. 	.. 	.. 19 15 3 
„ Conditions of Contract, etc... 	.. 	.. 	.. 	. . 69 7 9 

Audit Fees 	.. 	.. 	.. 	.. 	.. 	.. 12 12 0 
R.A.I.A. Levies 	.. 	.. 	.. 	.. 	.. 	.. 	.. 	.. 	.. 89 0 0 
R.I.B.A. Rebates Allowed .. 	.. 	.. 42 0 0 

„ 	Depreciation—Furniture and Fittings .. 19 0 0 
„ 	—Library Books . 	. .. 	.. 7 18 6 

„ Surplus of Income over Expenditure .. . . 80 2 3 

£1318 7 8 £1318 7 	8 

BALANCE SHEET AS AT 31st DECEMBER, 1936 

LIABILITIES 

Wm. Campbell Memorial Fund .. 	.. .. .. 
R.A.I.A. Suspense Account .. 	.. 	.. 	.. 	. . 
Sundry 	Creditors 	.. 	.. 	.. 	.. 	.. 	.. 	.. 	.. 

£28 
19 

5 

17 
12 

6 

0 
9 

10 

ASSETS 

Allied Societies Trust Ltd.—Debentures £500 	0 	0 
Bank of Australasia—Fixed Deposit .. 	500 	0 	0 
Commonwealth Inscribed Stock, at cost 	406 10 	0 

Examination Fees paid in Advance .. .. 3 3 0 £1406 10 0 
Journal of The R.V.I.A.—Balance of Capital Ad- Subscriptions paid in Advance . 	.. . 10 6 0 

Accumulated Fund at 31/12/35. 	.. £2242 2 7 vanced 	.. 	.. 	.. 	.. 	.. 	.. 	.. 	.. 	.. 	.. 	.. 	.. 	.. 56 3 11 
Plus Surplus of Income over Expen- Furniture and Fittings, at valuation .. £189 14 	3 

diture for the twelve months 	.. 	80 2 3 Less Depreciation 	.. 	.. 	.. 	.. 	.. 	.. 	19 	0 	0 
2322 4 10 — — 170 14 3 

Library Books, at valuation, 31/12/35 £220 	5 	0 
Additions 	.. 	.. 	.. 	.. 	.. 	.. 	.. 	.. 	.. 	15 	16 	11 

£236 	1 11 
Depreciation 	.. 	.. 	.. 	.. 	.. 	.. 	.. 	.. 	7 	18 	6 

228 3 5 
Medals, Dies and Seals, at valuation .. 10 0 0 
Subscriptions in Arrears . 	 .. £252 10 	7.  

Less Provision for possible loss there- 
100 	0 	0 

152 10 7 
Interest Accrued 	.. 	.. 	.. 	.. 	.. 	.. 	.. 22 5 2 
Commonwealth Savings Bank—Current 

Account 	.. 	.. 	.. 	.. 	.. 	.. 	.. 	.. 	.. 	£318 	14 	9 
Petty Cash on Hand .. 	.. 	.. 	.. 	.. 	.. 	1 	2 	4 

319 17 1 
Sundry Debtors: 

£20 	6 	0 
3 	0 	0 

23 6 0 

£2389 10 5 £2389 10 5 

         

         

         

         

         

BRENTNALL, MEWTON & BUTLER, 

Chartered Accountants (Aust.). 

    

(Sgd.) GORDON MURPHY, Han. Treasurer. 

„ JOHN B. ISLIP, Secretary. 
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"JOURNAL OF THE R.V.I.A." ACCOUNT 
INCOME AND EXPENDITURE STATEMENT FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31st DECEMBER, 1936. 

To Advertising Commission 	.. 	.. 	.. 	.. 	.. £193 16 6 By Advertisements 	.. 	.. 	. 	. .. 	.. 	£1262 
„ 	Printing 	.. 	.. 	.. 	.. 	.. 	.. 	.. 	.. 	.. 	.. 741 15 0 „ Subscriptions and Sales 	.. 	.. .. 	.. 	29 
„ 	Stationery 	.. 	.. 	.. .. 	.. 	.. 	..

• 
13 11 10 

„ General Expenses and Postages .. 	.. 	.. 40 3 3 
„ Honoraria to Editor and Manager .. 	.. 75 0 0 
„ Audit Fees .. 	.. 	.. 	.. 	..

•Bad Debts Written 	Off 	.. 	.. 	.. 
5 

30 
5 

17 
0 
7 

Surplus of Income over Expenditure .. 191 13 4 

£1292  2 6 £1292 

15 0 
7 6 

2 6 

BALANCE SHEET AS AT 31st DECEMBER, 1936. 

LIABILITIES ASSETS 
Sundry Creditors 	.. 	 .. £144 17 6 1 Sundry Debtors for Advertisements 	£307 17 6 
Royal Victorian Institute of Architects—Balance Less Provision for Doubtful Debts 	75 0 0 

of capital advanced 	.. 56 3 11 £232 
Advertising Commission Paid in Advance .. .. Accumulated Fund 131 

Balance at 31/12/35 	.. 	.. 	.. 	.. 	£154 11 	2 Bank of Australasia—Current Account 180 Plus 	Surplus 	of 	Income 	over Petty 	Cash 	on 	Hand 	.. 	.. 	.. 	.. 	.. 2 
Expenditure for the 12 months 	191 13 	4 

346 4 6 

£547 5  11 £547 

17 6 
2 4 
8 4 

17 9 

5 11 

WAR MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP FUND OF THE R.V.I.A. 
STATEMENT OF INCOME AND EXPENDITURE FOR 12 MONTHS ENDED 31st DECEMBER, 1936 

To 	Scholarships 	.. 	.. 	.. 	.. 	.. .. 	.. 	.. 	.. 	.. 	£47 5 0 By Interest 	.. 	.. 	.. 	.. .. 	.. .. 	.. .. 	.. 	.. 	.. 
„ 	Audit 	Fees 	.. 	.. 	.. 	.. 	.. 	.. .. 	.. 	.. 	.. 	.. 10 6 „ Balance 	appropriated from the Accumulated 

Fund .. 	.. 	.. 	.. .. 	.. .. 	.. .. 	.. 	.. 	.. 

£47 15 6 

£47 1 1 

14 5 

£47 15 6 

BALANCE SHEET AS AT 31st DECEMBER, 1936. 

LIABILITIES ASSETS 
Scholarship Fund 	.... 	.. 	.. 	.. 	.. 

•
... . £121.5 11 0 ; Consolidated Treasury Bonds, £1010, 4% at cost 

Accumulated Fund at 31/12/35 . £133 9 8 State Savings Bank—Current Account . 
Appropriated towards 	1936 	Scholar- 

ships 0 14 5 
132 15 3 

£1348  6 3 

£997 1 11 
351 4 4 

£1348 6 3 

THE ROBERT AND ADA HADDON ARCHIT ECTURAL SCHOLARSHIP OF THE R.V.I.A. 
STATEMENT OF INCOME AND EXPENDITURE FOR 12 MONTHS ENDED 31st DECEMBER, 1936. 

To Competition Expenses .. .. .. .. .. 	£6 3 1 
„ Audit Fees .. . .. .. .. .. .. 	10 6 
„ Scholarship granted for 19.36 .. .. .. .. .. .. 	300 0 0 

By Income from Bequest .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. £267 0 0 
„ Interest on Commonwealth Savings Bank A/c. 	4 15 0 
„ Balance appropriated from Accumulated Fund 	34 18 7 

£306 13 7 £306 13 7 

BALANCE SHEET AS AT 31st DECEMBER, 1936. 

LIABILITIES 
Sundry Creditors (Balance 1936 Scholarship) .. 
Accumulated Fund 

Balance at 31/12/35 . 	.. .. £240 8 
Appropriated towards 1936 

Scholarship .. .. .. .. .. .. 	34 18 

ASSETS 
Commonwealth Savings Bank—Current Account .. £490 9 7 

2 

7 

£285 0 0 

205 9 7 

£490 9 7 

BRENTNALL, MEWTON & BUTLER, 
Chartered Accountants (Aust.). 

(Sgd.) GORDON MURPHY, Hon. Treasurer. 
„ JOHN B. ISLIP, Secretary. 
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BUILDING REGULATIONS 

A\D SLUM PREVE\TION 
By F. J. DAVY, B.C.E., A.M.I.E. Aust. 

6 

6 
I 
I 

O
F recent years a great deal of thought has been 
devoted to the question of "Slum Abolition" 
but has the same attention been given to the 
problem of "Slum Prevention" ? The demoli-

tion of old slum areas to make way for new buildings 
is a natural and economic process which is proceeding 
continuously and to a considerable extent in our inner 
suburbs. Some of the multi-tenement buildings which 
are being erected make one wonder whether we are not 
merely replacing our older slum areas with ones that 
will eventually degenerate to the same low standard. 

Would not the prevention of the creation of new 
slums whilst old ones are ending their economic life 
be a worthwhile contribution to the solution of our 
"Slum Abatement" problem ? 

How can we bring about this very desirable end ?- 

Fortunately very wide powers have been given to our 
Municipal authorities enabling them to control land 
sub-divisions and to make and enforce By-Laws for the 
control of building operations within their individual 
boundaries. The problem therefore largely resolves itself 
into determining the provisions to be made by the vari-
ous Councils in formulating their sub-division and 
By-Law requirements. This article is intended to dis-
cuss some of the factors influencing the actual provisions 
that should be made in such By-Laws and to review the 
methods of control employed. Perhaps we could best 
demonstrate the essential factors entering into this prob-
lem of satisfactory housing by seeking the advice of a 
few imaginary citizens among those most likely to be 
concerned. Let us first review the advice of an indus-
trialist employing a large number of basic wage lab-
ourers. His advice could probably be summed up in the 
words so often heard in our Arbitration Courts to-day-
"the cost must be within the ability of Industry to pay." 
Analysing this statement a little further it means that 
the cost of housing is a charge against industry and 
industry can only afford a certain cost per employee for 
this service. Perhaps a simple example will serve to 
illustrate this more clearly. Consider a manufacturer in 
this State in competition with one making similar goods 
in another State or country. He is bound to pay certain 
wages as determined by Arbitration Court or other such-
like awards and in fixing these wages the Court takes 
into account housing rentals. Thus if housing costs are 
higher here than in his competitor's locality, wages must 
also be higher and consequently also production costs, 
with the result that the local manufacturer is not able suc-
cessfully to compete with his rival. 

ZONING 

But to his request for cheap housing he would prob-
ably add another, that of housing the artisans close to 

their daily work. The cost of transporting artisans daily 
to and from their work is just as much an item in 
ultimate production costs as is housing cost and it may 
become quite a significant item. The relative location 
of housing and industrial development becomes an im-
portant factor in the 'proper planning of a large city 
if that city is to function economically when considered 
as one large production unit. This problem is too large 
a question for individual municipalities to handle with 
full effect without guidance from some central co-
ordinating and advisory body, such as a Town Planning 
Authority, but nevertheless a considerable amount of 
useful control is possible under existing municipal 
powers by the intelligent division of the Municipalities 
into a system of "Zones" or "Areas" each of which 
may be used only for a particular class of building. 

Evidence of some effort on the part of industry 
itself to aid in the reduction of transport costs is to be 
seen in the shifting out of many industrial undertakings 
to their labour markets. This spreading of industries 
around the outer metropolitan areas does not, however, 
completely solve this problem of economic housing 
location as an excessive increase in area may lead to 
an excessive increase in costs per head of such other 
services as Water Supply, Sewerage, Gas, Electric Light. 
Telephone, etc. 	- 

Thus when our "industrialist employer" requests—or 
rather demands—cheap housing for his employees he 
has left a most complicated problem to be solved, in 
the solution of which property investors, Municipal 
Councils, various public authorities and tenants are all 
vitally concerned. 

PROPERTY INVESTORS 

Let us next consider the property investor's point of 
view. He is faced with the problem of providing hous-
ing for the industrial employee at a rental which such 
employee—or his employer—can afford to pay. His 
particular duty is to purchase land, build thereon the 
necessary housing and after paying annual charges for 
rates, taxes, repairs and depreciation, and obsolescence, 
to still have a small amount left as a return on his 
invested capital. Housing costs will decrease as the 
number of persons that can be housed on a given build-
ing site increases owing to the reduction in per capita 
costs of land and of essential services (such as road 
access, water supply and sewerage, etc.) . Two obvious 
ways of increasing this population density and conse-
quently decreasing housing costs present themselves— 
less floor space per head and more storeys per building. 
But even our imaginary employer will probably agree 
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that there is a limit to the application of these remedies 
if his employees are to be maintained in a reasonably 
efficient state of health and well-being. 

On this point the occupier would probably have some-
thing to say and his claim would probably be for 
housing accommodation in which he would be able to 
maintain his family in healthy surroundings but at a 
rental such as would still leave him enough in hand 
for the other necessaries of life. It is very doubtful 
whether a standard of housing so expensive as to neces-
sitate a curtailing of his food supplies would be con-
ducive to good health or would be appreciated by him. 

The foregoing explanations may give an idea of 
some, but by no means all of the problems confronting 
municipalities in formulating their building By-Laws. 
They are faced with the task of first deciding the dis-
position of the various types of buildings to be erected 
within the municipal boundaries—the parts of the Muni-
cipality in which industrial buildings are to be per-
mitted and the parts in which residential buildings only 
will be permitted. This is generally given effect to by 
"Zoning" By-Laws. Having decided upon suitable parts 
in which to permit the erection of housing accommoda-
tion they have then to make Building By-Laws contain-
ing the building restrictions necessary to safeguard the 
health of the occupants to the economic limits to which 
such safeguards may be carried. These should be such 
as to ensure adequate floor space, natural light and fresh 
air for every occupant. 

FLOOR SPACE 

The minimum amount of floor space to be required 
for each occupant is not easy to determine but in this 
connection it is interesting to note that late English and 
Russian housing schemes agree upon an allowance of 
120 sq. ft. for each occupant, such area not including 
sanitary accommodation, bathrooms and staircases. It is 
usual for Municipal By-Laws to attempt control of this 
minimum floor space requirement by prescribing mini-
mum areas for dwellings, flats, and dwelling rooms. 
The obvious weakness in relying solely upon this method 
is that with exception of such buildings as hotels, 
lodging houses and the like no facilities exist for con-
trolling the number of occupants resident in any build-
ing and the danger exists of some at least of our multi-
tenement buildings degenerating into slum tenements as 
they become obsolete and the number of occupants is 
increased and the floor space per head thereby decreased 
in an effort to keep up their revenue producing capacity. 

VENTILATION 

The methods usually used to give effect to the re-
quirement for adequate supplies of fresh air are, firstly, 
to prescribe minimum dwelling room heights which, 
taken in conjunction with the required minimum floor 
area, give an adequate air volume for each occupant. 
The next step is to require the provision of means of 
changing this volume of air by providing access through 
permanent ventilators to an external source of fresh air 
supply. The By-Laws usually, specify a minimum area  

of permanent ventilation opening and in addition require 
portions of windows to be openable. To ensure that the 
source of air supply outside the building is in a reason-
ably unpolluted state it is usual to prescribe the area 
of the building allotment which is to be left unbuilt 
upon and the arrangement of this area so that every 
opportunity may be given for the free air movement 
to ensure a constant supply of fresh air. 

NATURAL LIGHTING 

The provision of adequate natural lighting is con-
trolled by insisting, firstly, that every dwelling room 
shall be lit by windows with a glazed area equal to a 
certain percentage of the floor area, usually about 10%, 
and, secondly, that access of natural light to such win-
dows is not unduly interfered with by neighbouring 
walls, or to put it in another way, insisting that the 
window shall receive its light from an unobstructed sky-
sector having a certain vertical angle, this angle varying 
with the degree to which the light court is closed in 
(i.e., with the horizontal angle of the sector) . This can 
probably be better understood by reference to the dia-
gram below. 

How do these restrictions affect cost of housing? As 
the prescribed percentage of the area of a building 
allotment which may not be built upon becomes higher, 
the amount of floor space within the building diminishes 
and costs per head of occupants increase since such costs 
include the whole cost of allotment. Again, as the re-
quired standard of natural lighting is increased by in-
creasing the prescribed angle of the natural light sector, 
the percentage of the area of an allotment which may 
be built upon is decreased and for an allotment of given 
dimensions the number of storeys that may be erected 
may be limited purely by lighting considerations. Regu-
lations controlling minimum allotment sizes in new 
sub-divisions may enable the desirable standard of air 
supply and lighting to be maintained at reasonable cost 
but the problem becomes more difficult in the case of 
some of the older sub-divisions with allotment sizes so 
small as to prevent economical use of land for housing 
if desirable health standards are to be maintained. Unfor-
tunately these are most often in the very areas where 
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this "Slum Prevention" problem and other problems con-
nected with Building Control, the Building Industry 
Congress of Victoria shortly will issue a Draft Model 
Building By-Law for consideration by those Councils. 
It is hoped that as a result of the deliberations of the 
Councils upon this draft and of the suggestions eman-
ating therefrom a common method of attack on the 
problem will be evolved. It is not too much to hope 
that the Councils will agree at least upon the matters 
needing control even if local conditions may in some 
cases necessitate variation in the degree of the control-
ling restrictions to be imposed. 

Such agreement for the whole of the Metropolitan 
area would be a distinct advance towards the ultimate 
and complete solution of the problem. 

housing is most urgently needed and the only solution 
would appear to be the gradual combination of smaller 
lots into ones of sufficient size to make economical 
housing possible. 

Thus individual Municipal Councils are faced with 
a dilemma in the preparation of Building By-Laws. If 
the standards set are too high for individual Munici-
palities to cope with new housing would become pro-
hibitive in cost and the old slums would perforce remain 
with additions thereto from time to time as existing 
buildings became obsolete. If on the other hand the 
standards set are too low then the "slum" problem is 
only starting and the way merely paved for "bigger" 
if not "better" slums. 

To help the various Councils in their efforts to solve 

HOUSING FOR LOW WAGE EARNERS 
ABOLITION OF SLUMS 

the request of the Housing Investigation and 
Slum Abolition Board, the Executive Committee 
of the Building Industry Congress of Victoria 
conferred with the Board on the 25th May 

regarding the questions of the provision of housing 
for low-wage earners and the abolition of slums. 

The Board is engaged in the formulation of (a) a 
short term building programme for dealing with those 
areas which require more urgent attention and (b) a 
long term building programme involving adherence to 
sound town planning principles covering the whole of 
the metropolitan area. 

The representatives of the Congress who met the 
Board were the President (Mr. T. A. Pemberton) and 
Messrs. Frank Cameron, H. E. Forrester, W. O. McCut-
cheon, Charles E. Serpell, R. H. Solly and the Secretary 
(Mr. Islip) . 

The R.V.I.A. was represented officially by the Vice-
President (Mr. Leslie M. Perrott) at the conference 
and the President of the Master Builders' Association 
of Victoria (Mr. H. P. Brady) also was present. 

The Conference took the form of a general discussion 
regarding housing and slum abolition. Mr. Pemberton 
stated that the Building Industry Congress was glad of 
the opportunity to confer with the Board regarding the 
important matters it had been appointed to investigate 
and for the information of the Board submitted the 
following statement:— 

"The B.I.C. is the governing body of the Building 
Industry in Victoria and acts on behalf of forty-seven 
associations, the members of which are dependent upon 

the building industry for their livelihood. It is sug-
gested, therefore, that any evidence the Congress may 
give regarding housing and slum abolition, which mat-
ters primarily concern the building industry, should be 
given very careful consideration. 

The Congress places particular stress upon its strong 
opinion that in any housing scheme which might be 
sponsored by the Government the principle of private 
enterprise carrying out such scheme should be safe-
guarded and, further, that in the event of any such 
scheme being undertaken it should be so designed as 
not to cause any interference in any way with the 
economic functioning of the Building Industry. The 
Industry as a whole is utterly opposed to Government 
interference in private industry, both as a general prin-
ciple and particularly in relation to the Building Indus-
try and is of opinion that the undertaking by the 
Government of a housing scheme without full provision 
being made for the employment of private enterprise 
would constitute direct interference with private indus-
try and would be contrary to the best interests of the 
community." 

The Board expressed appreciation of the opinions 
recorded by the Congress and stated that they would 
be given due attention. 

In reply to a request, the representatives of the Con-
gress agreed, subject to the above-stated expressions, to 
make available the co-operation of the B.I.C. in the 
work the Board has undertaken. To that effect, the 
Board stated that when its proposals had reached a 
more definite stage, it would call upon the B.I.C. for 
further information. 
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BOARD OF ARCHITECTURAL EDUCATION 
EXAMINATION FOR MEMBERSHIP 

Twenty-four candidates sat for the Special Victorian 
examinations qualifying for nomination to Associate 
Membership of the Institute, which were conducted by 
the Board at Kelvin Hall from the 8th to the 19th 
February, 1937, as compared with twenty-five candi-
dates for the previous year and twenty-four in 1935. 
Nine were successful in completing and passing in the 
examinations, thus qualifying for nomination to mem-
bership. 

HADDON ARCHITECTURAL SCHOLARSHIP 
The Board has awarded the Robert and Ada Haddon 

Architectural Travelling Scholarship of the Royal Vic- 
torian Institute of Architects for the year 1937, to the 
value of £300, together with the R.V.I.A. Silver Medal 
and accompanying certificate for the current year, to 
Mr. John David Fisher, a member of the staff of Messrs. 
Stephenson & Meldrum, Architects, 374 Little Collins 
Street, Melbourne. 

The Scholarship, which as far as is known, is the 
largest of its kind in the world awarded annually, was 
bequeathed by the late Robert J. Haddon, who was a 
Fellow of the Institute for many years, and his wife, 
the late Mrs. Ada Haddon. It is intended for award to 
Architects and students of not more than 30 years of 
age who have completed their studies and have qualified 
for membership of the Institute and is for the purpose 
of travel and study abroad. 

The conditions governing its award state that the 
Scholarship may be withheld, divided or varied at the 
discretion of the Institute. The award of the Scholar-
ship is based upon the following conditions:— 

(a) A competition in Designing and Planning-
55 marks. 

The subject of the competition this year was "A 
Building for the Historical Society of Victoria, on a 
site similar to the triangular area of land bounded by 
Victoria, Latrobe and Exhibition Streets, Melbourne," 
and was commenced with an 8 hours' "en loge" session 
at Kelvin Hall on the 12th December last, following 
which candidates were allowed until the 16th March 
to develop and complete their final drawings. The con-
ditions provided that economy in planning, designing 
and construction would be taken into account by the 
Committee of Assessors (Messrs. John F. D. Scar-
borough [Chairman], Percy A. Oakley and John R. 
Freeman) . The candidates were required to submit 
with their final drawings a report similar in form to one 
that would be sent to a client, showing in detail how 
the estimate of cost was arrived at and giving a brief 
description of materials and construction employed. 

(b) General excellence of architectural studies-25 
marks. 

(c) Excellence of practical work and personal char-
acter-20 marks. 

The award of the Scholarship requires that the re-
cipient should submit his proposed itinerary for the 

approval of the Board, return to Victoria for a period 
of two years at least within four years of the receipt of 
Scholarship, give lectures, exhibitions of drawings and 
other assistance to architectural education in Victoria 
and furnish a brief report to the R.V.I.À. regarding his 
travel and study abroad upon his return to Victoria. 

The President's Prize, donated by Mr. Alec. S. 
Eggleston, was awarded to the author of the drawings 
placed second in the Scholarship competition—Mr. Max 
Collard, also a member of the staff of Messrs. Stephen-
son & Meldrum. A certificate of Honourable Mention 
was awarded the author of the drawings placed third in 
order of merit—Mr. J. H. McConnell, an Associate 
Member of the Institute, and a member of the staff of 
Mr. Edward F. Billson, Architect, 422 Collins Street, 
Melbourne. 

In congratulating Mr. Fisher upon the work sub-
mitted by him in the competition, the Assessors stated 
that his drawings were most ably presented with style 
and distinction and fully expressed his clear-cut con-
ception of the possibilities of the site. 

In the report accompanying his drawings, Mr. Fisher 
states that the building is designed to accommodate the 
records of the development of travel, home life, art, 
printing and other activities in Victoria, and with this 
object in view the museum and print room have been 
placed on the major axis. On the minor axis are the 
lecture and meeting hall, reception room and library, 
with the Secretary's office and cloak rooms adjacent. The 
main entrance, Secretary's office and reception room each 
have windows overlooking the Exhibition Gardens. 

The plans provide for a reinforced concrete frame 
building, with a specially selected buff brick skin exter- 
nal wall. The entrance porch, door and window trims 
and mullions are of Stawell sandstone. The entrance 
hall and museum has mosaic floors, all other main floors 
being in parquetry. The walls of the entrance hall and 
museum are of Stawell sandstone and those of the 
library are of flush panelled walnut. 

Mr. Fisher estimates that the total cost of erecting 
the building including furnishings, mechanical instal-
lations and gardens and terraces, would be £40,600. 

The winner of the Scholarship attended the Bruns-
wick Technical School for education in Architecture and 
later studied at the University of Melbourne Architec-
tural Atelier under the Director (Mr. Leighton Irwin) 
where he obtained the Diploma of Architectural Design. 
Mr. Fisher this year completed the examination qualify-
ing for nomination to Associate Membership of the 
Institute. 

The perspective and plans of the sets of drawings 
placed first and second in the competition are repro-
duced on the preceding pages. 

All drawings submitted in the competition will be 
exhibited at the next General Meeting of members and 
students of the Institute, following which they will be 
available for public inspection. 
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STUDENTS' SECTION 

{
......'HE Publications Sub-Committee of the Students' 

Society bli has received many congratulations, both 
direct and per medium of the Melbourne Press, 
regarding the 1937 issue of "Lines", the annual 

magazine of the Society. 
The Sub-Committee, through these columns, expresses 

its thanks for the kind words expressed by members of 
the Institute. The Sub-Committee is grateful particularly 
to Mr. Alec. S. Hall (A.) who has made some very 
helpful suggestions. and who has presented to the Society 
a copy of the 1912 issue of the Students' Journal. Some 
of the subject matter of the Journal has given the Society 
food for thought and it is proposed that at a general 
meeting of students later this year an "Old Times' 
Night" should be held in which some features of the 
Society's activities in "the good old days" will be repre-
sented from the stage. The Society would much appre-
ciate receiving from any other architects copies of similar 
journals or photographs of years ago. 

VISITS OF INSPECTION 

From time to time the Institute arranges official visits 
of inspection to buildings in course of erection, on such 
occasions the inspecting parties being conducted by the 
Architects of the buildings concerned or their repre-
sentatives who explain details of the design, plan and 
equipment. Such visits are particularly interesting to 
members and students of the Architectural profession 
and the Society suggests that an increased number of 
draughtsmen should avail themselves of these oppor-
tunities. It is suggested, further, that principals would 
assist in developing the knowledge of their staffs by 
encouraging and enabling draughtsmen to be present at 
these conducted inspections. 

BRONZE MEDAL COMPETITION 

The meagre number of competitors who have taken 
part in recent years in the Measured Drawings (Bronze 
Medal) Competition which is conducted annually by 
the R.V.I.A. has been the subject of discussions at recent 
meetings of the Society. It is suggested that the lack 
of a representative response from students may be attri-
buted to the following factors:— 

1. The extent of the subjects which have been set 
in recent years has been too large for the amount of 
spare time which is available to students, particularly 
in cases in which students are employed in offices and 
also attend night schools. 

2. The danger of clambering over old buildings in 
order to reach vantage points for the purpose of making 
notes and sketches and the meagre amount of scaffold-
ing provided. 

3. The type of the average subject is a facade in 
which there is a considerable amount of repetition of 
motif. This tends to make the draughting work some-
what tedious and uninteresting. 

4. The amount of time necessary for the actual 
draughting of the final sheet is considerably less than 
and is out of proportion to the time spent in measuring. 

A suggested solution to the problem of the lack of 
sufficient interest in the competition is the setting of 
subjects which are not more than ten feet above ground 
level. There are many porches, doorways and windows 
in Melbourne which are well worth recording by 
measured drawings, the full detail of which would not 
be recorded if the complete facades were set as the 
subjects. 

GENERAL MEETINGS 
At the general meeting of the Society held on the 

2nd April, Miss Mary T. Warthen, late of America and 
now a member of the staff of the office of Leighton 
Irwin, Architect, gave a very interesting talk on the 
work of students in the U.S.A., their Societies, and the 
lack of public appreciation of Architectural services. 
Judging from the remarks of Miss Warthen, the 
Students' Society of the R.V.I.A. possesses a much better 
organisation than do larger and older bodies of students 
in America. 

The general meeting held on the 7th May was unique 
inasmuch as its guest lecturer was Mr. J. Wensley 
Waight, better known to the citizens of Melbourne as 
"Jonathan Swift" of "The Sun News Pictorial." Those 
present at the meeting were taken by surprise when _a 
pseudo "Jonathan" and "Diana" appeared and gave a 
speech, different in every way from what was expected! 
It soon became apparent that the masqueraders were 
two committeemen—Messrs. Paul and Simpson. How-
ever, before making way for Mr. Waight, they obtained 
from the audience a generous collection towards the 
fund for the dependents of those whose lives were lost 
in the recent s.s. "Kakariki" disaster in Port Phillip 
Bay. Mr. Waight gave a most entertaining talk regard-
ing the organisation of the daily newspapers and the 
experiences of their representatives. 

The syllabus for the remainder of the year is as 
follows:—Friday, June 11th: Fourth general meeting. 
Conducted tour over the works of the Cindcrete Brick 
Co. at Port Melbourne. 

Friday, June 18th: "Amateur Night"—Architectural 
students of the Melbourne Technical College. 

Friday, June 25th: Fifth general meeting. "Old 
Times' Night." 

Friday, July 23rd: Sixth general meeting. Lecture by 
Mr. C. H. Holmes of the National Travel Association 
and Editor of "Walkabout". 

Friday, August 20th: Seventh general meeting. Lec-
ture entitled "Steel and Concrete, 1937" by Mr. N. H. 
Mussen, of Messrs. J. A. Laing and Mussen. 

The Society would be very glad to have the company 
of any members of the Institute at these gatherings. 
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A 1 ELIER SCHOLARSHIP 

Each year, the Society awards a scholarship to the 
value of £15/15/- enabling the winner to undertake 
the first year of the course for the Diploma of Archi-
tectural Design at the University of Melbourne Archi-
tectural Atelier. The award of the scholarship is based 
on the results of an Architectural competition which is 
conducted each year, the competition consisting of six 
subjects. The first subject this year is "An office for 
a Clerk of Works and the balustrading on scaffolding 
over a street in connection with the construction of a 
large city building." 

GENERAL 

Since the publication of the March issue of the 
Journal, the Secretary of the Institute (Mr. Islip) has 
received interesting correspondence from Rae E. Feather-
stone and J. Brett Finney, Past Presidents of the 
Society, who are engaged upon tours overseas for the  

purpose of developing their Architectural education. 
Mr. Featherstone is assisting in the preparation of the 
drawings for the erection of a large hospital building in 
Dublin after having been engaged for three years as chief 
assistant . to Professor H. S. Goodhart-Rendel, in Lon-
don. Mr. Finney is a member of the staff of Messrs. 
Lanchester and Lodge, Architects, of London. 

The Council of the Institute has approved of the 
nominations of the following-named candidates for elec-
tion to membership of the Society:—Misses B. M. 
Johnston and Billie M. Martin and Messrs. L. G. 
Anderson, Ronald Bath, Thomas S. Brammall, Norman 
Brendel, S. M. C. Evans, A. F. P. Lynch, L. V. Mit-
chell, H. P. S. Moore, C. M. J. Morgan, L. E. A. 
Orton and A. E. Semmens. 

The President of the Society (Mr. W. Lambert Lee) 
broadcast an address from Station 3KZ recently regard-
ing the activities of the Society. 

LIBRARY NOTES 
HE Allied Societies' Library at Kelvin Hall--  
which includes the R.V.I.A. collection 	Archi- 
tectural books and periodicals—is available for 
the use of all members and students of the 

Institute. 

The contents of the library are being added to regu-
larly each month, careful attention being given to see 
that the additions are of practical use and that they 
cover as wide a range of information as is possible. 

The library is open daily from 9 a.m. to 5.15 p.m. 

"TOWN HALLS" 

Review by Mr. J. C. Aisbett (A.) 
A most interesting book which has been added to 

the library in recent weeks is "Town Halls" by A. 
Calveley Cotton, A.R.I.B.A., the first volume of a series 
to be published under the title "The Planning of 
Modern Buildings." 

The eleven chapters comprising this volume have 
already been published in serial form in "The Archi-
tects' Journal". The volume is well illustrated in the 
form of plans, sections, and axonometric drawings of 
six separate Municipal Buildings or Civic Centres. 

Various chapters deal with the site, the problem of 
future extensions, local government procedure, business 
and ceremony, Mayor's ceremonial rooms, Municipal 
offices, Assembly Halls and Law Courts. Special atten-
tion is paid to heating, ventilation and acoustics and a 
section is devoted to the competition system under three  

main headings as follow: The Human Element, The 
Assessor, The Presentation of Drawings. 

In his endeavour to obtain authentic information re-
garding the functions and administration of municipal 
buildings, the author interviewed many officials em-
ployed in civic centres such as "heads of departments, 
weights and measures inspectors, aldermen, hall porters, 
medical officers, borough treasurers, etc." 

The wide scope of municipal government in Great 
Britain frequently necessitates the inclusion of Police 
Courts, Courts of Petty Sessions and Assize Courts in 
the Civic Buildings, and two chapters of the book are 
devoted to the detailed planning of such features. 

Notes with reference to the population of the respec-
tive districts are given with the illustrations, based on a 
recent census together with the estimated increase in 
population, the rateable value of property in the dis-
trict, the annual rate, average size of houses and prin-
cipal occupations of residents. 

Information relative to municipal functions and cere-
monies, which should be very useful in the planning of 
civic centres, may be gleaned from this book. 

The object of the author in publishing the volume is 
well summed up in the last paragraph of his introduc-
tion: "It is hoped that the information given will prove 
of interest even if of provocative influence, and will 
help to guide Town Hall planning away from imitative 
towards the more thoughtfully and progressively 
original." 
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