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 President, I am very glad to be able to bring 

AS 

 to my fellow practitioners a promise of in- 
creasing prosperity for 1937. The statistics 
show a large increase in the value of buildings 

in 1936 as compared with 1935 and previous years and 
it is safe to assume that this ratio of increase will 
continue. 

From the point of view of the Architectural Pro-
fession, the New Year gives every prospect of being a 
successful one. 

In recent years the Profession has passed through a 
period of extreme hardship and has suffered a lean 
time due mainly to our late enemy, the economic 
depression. 

The gradual but sustained recovery of Australia, to- 
gether with advantages which have accrued from im-
proved methods of organisation adopted by the Building 
Industry have created a strong note of confidence, on the 
part of the community, in Building as a sound medium 
for investment purposes. I feel confident, judging from 
this healthy development and from the general trend 
of events in recent years, that 1937 will see a further 
advancement for the Architectural Profession and the 
Building Industry generally throughout the State of 
Victoria. 

The following remarks on modern work and the 
practice of architecture generally, are my own personal 
views, which I have formed after many years of 
practice. 

An article which was published recently in the 
"Architect and Building News" dealt with modern  

work in Russia. The article, which was written by Mr. 
Glinka, inspired the following editorial comments which 
are considerably abridged here—"Anyone who has seen 
modern Russia's essays in functionalism will have some 
sympathy with Mr. Glinka's contemptuous reference to 
`dreary box-like structures.' Functionalism demands great 
technical finesse and perfect structural co-ordination, 
neither of which the Soviet building industry can as yet 
command. A° more fundamental reason may be sought 
in the new intellectual `climate' which the conditions 
of Russian life are gradually creating." 

The ideas which I refer to in the foregoing may not 
be seconded, or even mildly approved by many of the 
young practitioners and students. We cannot cloak the 
fact that the young mind is in many cases radical and 
ready to embrace anything that bears the stamp of 
novelty simply because such may be novel. It lacks the 
wisdom and breadth of view which only experience 
can give and it is prone to consider that what is new 
must be original, and as such is quite worthy of adop-
tion, being preferable to slavish copying and any at-
tempt at resuscitation of what one of my predecessors 
terms "dry bones." There may be some sort of reason 
for the existence of that feeling, but it should always 
be remembered that there is room in this world for us 
all; that those who prefer to design according to the 
tenets of the traditional school have as great a right 
to do so and to admire the work of that school as the 
ultra-modern designer has to produce his particular 
fancies. Possibly the most reasonable and charitable way 
to regard the case of the so-called modern practice 
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simple manner in which sunshine may be controlled, 
the existing method has much to recommend it. 

On the matter of the Education of Architects, which 
subject, by-the-way, is being well attended to by the 
Board of Architectural Education of the Institute, I have 
little to say, but it should be possible to arrange for the 
giving of a good grounding in practical matters to 
students, so that the young practitioner may feel more 
at home when he comes to be engaged on the inspec-
tions of actual buildings. No excuse is needed for the 
stressing of the importance of this branch of Archi-
tectural Education. If students could spend a propor-
tion of their time on buildings in course of construc-
tion it would be of great assistance to them when en-
gaged in practice and would give an insight into the 
operations of the various trades such as is not to be 
obtained from text books. The advantage of some 
acquaintance with the use and construction of iron and 
steel, having regard to the extensive employment of 
these materials in present-day practice, cannot be over-
estimated. The custom of making use of the services of 
consultants is now accepted as a usual procedure, but 
the architect should have a general knowledge of the 
subject on which the consultant is engaged. 

Specification writing is a faculty which can only be 
acquired by experience. For the preparation of a really 
good specification, full knowledge of the various trades 
and materials is necessary. The architect must be pre-
pared for all contingencies and should foresee every-
thing and one of the most important things to remem-
ber is that the specification should be written fully and 
in a perspicuous manner, so that there can be no doubt 
in the minds of those using it as to the meaning of the 
various clauses. This is the only way to be quite fair 
to the client, to the contractor and to the architect him-
self, and is the only method of avoiding misunder-
standings during the progress of the work and disputes 
at the completion of it. It cannot be too strongly urged 
that the training in planning and the practice of the 
general principles of design, together with the produc-
tion of attractive pictures is not by any means the be-all 
and end-all of the work of an architect, the practice of 
which is becoming more comprehensive and exacting 
every day. 

In conclusion, I wish all members of the Institute a 
happy and successful New Year! 

F. L. KLINGENDER. 

would be to consider it as merely a phase which may 
in the course of time develop into something better 
than either the old traditionalism or an improved 
modern treatment and as the ideas of designers become 
more or less clarified, may lead to the evolution of a 
school of design which while not outraging the feelings 
of those of an older generation will make the best of 
the modern materials which are provided and will treat 
them in such a way as will satisfy aesthetic demands. 
It should be borne in mind by impetuous youth 
that usually evolution is a slow process ; the evolution 
of the Grecian orders was not effected in 24 hours but 
these gradually grew during a series of years and any 
attempt by impulsive young minds to effect the whole 
business by the stroke of a magician's wand will be 
certain to end in disappointment. 

A little consideration will show that, during recent 
years, much more attention has been given by architects 
who design residences to the planning of these to suit 
the various sites which may be selected by those who 
desire to build. Not only is the orientation accorded 
more thought than was formerly the case, but greater 
study is being given to the arrangement of rooms re-
garding each other in order to produce plans which, 
while saving labour in the working of a house, will 
dispose the apartments in such a manner as will ensure 
better and more appropriate lighting than was ob-
tained in the past. There is a great deal to be said for 
the opinion that has often been expressed by many 
housekeepers of the old school regarding the desirability 
of obtaining sunshine in all rooms during at least some 
parts of the day and this idea is now being generally 
accepted by most designers of residences, but the high 
cost of land and consequent restriction of sites make 
the attainment of this ideal extremely difficult. It is of 
course obvious that in the case of towns this idea can 
hardly be carried into effect as fully as, is desirable 
but it is equally obvious that during the early part of 
the Nineteenth century very little attention was paid to 
such a requirement at all. While it is questioned by some 
that the wholesale . admission of the sun is an unmixed 
blessing in such a climate as that which rules over the 
greater part of Australia, it must not be overlooked 
that it is comparatively easy to shut out super-abundant 
sunshine. The prevailing fashion of increasing window 
space in proportion to floor area is said by some to be 
open to question, but I think that having regard to the 

CURRENT ARCH ITECTURAL WORKS 
This feature was introduced in recent issues of the 

Journal for the purpose of bringing under the notice 
of the Architectural profession, and the building indus-
try generally, outstanding examples of current works in 
Victoria. 

The Section which is intended to relate to building 
works for which contracts have been let, or for the 
erection of which preparations are being made, has 
been proved . of so much interest that an endeavour is 
being made to extend its range. The current feature 

illustrates the Padua Theatre, Brunswick, and the St. 
Arnaud District Hospital, for the erection of which 
contracts have been let. The section also includes a per-
spective drawing of a building project for the Methodist 
Church at Warrnambool, for the carrying out of which 
preparations are now being made. 

All members are invited to forward to the Secretary 
any perspective drawings of current works which they 
may have in hand from time to time, with a view to 
publication in this section. 
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CURRENT ARCHITECTURAL WORKS 
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ST. ARNAUD DISTRICT HOSPITAL 
Architects: 

OFFICE OF LEIGHTON IRWIN 

THE PADUA THEATRE, BRUNSWICK 
Architects: 

H. VIVIAN TAYLOR, SOILLEUX & OVEREND 
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Mr. Geo. R. King (Hon. F.) has been awarded the 
Diploma of Honour by the National. Society of Dante 
Alighieri, Rome, as a gesture of appreciation of his 
"enthusiastic activity for the diffusion of the Italian 
language and culture." Mr. King, who is an Officer 
of the British Empire, was recently elected an Honorary 
Fellow of the Institute in recognition of his services to 
the Architectural profession. 

Mr. W. L. H. Forsyth (A.) has admitted to partner-
ship Mr. Gerald T. Dyson (A.). As from 1st 
February the firm will be known as Forsyth & Dyson, 

Seventy-one designs were submitted to the assessors 
Messrs. Kingsley Henderson (F.), Bertrand J. Water-
house (Architects) and William J. Bloomfield (B.A., 
LL.B.) in the Architectural Competition conducted re-
cently by the Mutual Life and Citizens' Assurance Co. 
Ltd. in connection with its proposal to erect a building 
to the maximum height of 150 feet at the corner of 
Martin Place and Castlereagh Street, Sydney, during the 
next few months. 

From the preliminary designs—which emanated from 
Architects in almost all States in Australia—the assessors 
selected six and invited the authors thereof to submit 
detailed drawings. These have been received and it has. 
been announced that Messrs. Bates, Smart and McCut-
cheon, Architects, of Melbourne, have been awarded 
first prize; Messrs. Scarborough, Robertson and Love, 
also of Melbourne, and Andrew Hawdon, of Sydney, 

Architects, and will practise at the Orient Line Build-
ing, 352 Collins Street, Melbourne, C.1. Telephone: 
MU1112. 

Mr. Frank N. Heath (A.) was elected Hon. Sec-
retary of the Town Planning Association of Victoria at 
the annual meeting of that body last month. 

A letter has been sent by the Institute to the Reg-
istrar of the University of Melbourne (Mr. A. W. 
Greig) congratulating him upon his appointment to the 
Registrarship. Mr. Greig, who succeeded Mr. J. P. 
Bainbridge, assumed office on the 25th January. 

were awarded second and third prizes respectively. The 
first premium was £350, the second, £200, and the 
third, £150. Drawings submitted by Messrs. Douglas 
G. McCalman, Canberra ; S. H. Buchanan, Cowper & 
Morgan, Sydney, and Herbert Wilson & Pynor, Sydney, 
were each awarded a premium of £100. 

Messrs. Bates, Smart and McCutcheon have been in-
structed by the promoters of the Competition to pro-
ceed with the preparation of working drawings with a 
view to the erection of the building being commenced 
at an early date. 

It is very gratifying to the Institute to find that the 
standard of Architectural practice in Victoria is of such 
a quality as to warrant the awarding of both first and 
second prizes in this important competition to Victorian 
Architects. 

SYDNEY ARCHITECTURAL COMPETITION 
SUCCESS OF VICTORIAN ARCHITECTS 



SYDNEY ARCHITECTURAL COMPETITION 

DESIGN AWARDED FIRST PRIZE 

Architects: 

BATES, SMART & McCUTCHEON 
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SYDNEY ARCHITECTURAL COMPETITION 

DESIGN AWARDED SECOND PRIZE 

Architects: 

SCARBOROUGH, ROBERTSON & LOVE 
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SECOND CHURCH OF CHRIST 
SCIENTIST 

[
. 'HERE are in Melbourne, several Christian Sci

"
en-

tist Churches and the latest example, The 
Second Church of Christ, Scientist" at Camber-
well (Architects, Messrs. Bates, Smart and 

McCutcheon), is a straight-forward attempt to solve the 
problem which is presented by the special requirements 
of this Church. 

In general, there are three main units, each with its 
own functions and purpose—the Church itself, with 
its accessory offices, the Sunday School and its adjoin-
ing rooms and the Administrative Section, a series of 
offices in which the business activities of the Church are 
conducted. A further unit, which may be added in the 
future, is the caretaker's quarters. 

Each of these three units serves the Church activities 
in a different way, the Church itself being used for 
morning and evening services on Sundays and for a 
mid-week meeting ; the Sunday School is used on Sun-
day mornings for a special children's service, occasion-
ally during the week for special meetings and sometimes 
as overflow accommodation for the main Church meet-
ings. The Administrative Block is used throughout the 
week both day and night, as the office of the clerk of 
the Church for Board Meetings; finally, it contains the 
public reading rooms to which adherents of the Church 
go for quiet reading of the literature of Christian 
Science. The problem of the plan therefore was to 
combine these three units into a properly related whole 
which should be flexible and which would also permit 
of their intermittent and separate or conjoint use with 
full efficiency. 

The site at Camberwell, being on a corner, permitted 
of the provision of a plan in which the Sunday School 
could be placed on the ground floor, the Church, with 
its greater ceiling height, could be accommodated above 
the Sunday School and the Administrative Block could 
be placed at the rear, but facing the side street and 
having an entrance from it. These three units, being 
each on a different level, in consequence of falls in the 
site, were then brought into close connection with one 
another by a central staircase from which access to 
sanitary blocks was also obtained. The plan so pro-
vided, met the ideals of the Church by making brilliant 
lighting together with cheerful and simple expression 
possible. (In building schemes the Christian Science 
Church avoids traditional ecclesiastic conventions, pre-
ferring to attain direct and simple sincerity of form and 
feeling.) 

NEW BUILDING AT CAMBERWELL 

THE CHURCH 

of the utmost simplicity. Accessory to it are the ground 
and first-floor Foyers, connected by wide staircases and 
providing ample area during both ingress and egress 
for the Church proper. Off these Foyers are the Cloak 
Rooms, Ushers' Rooms, the Elevator, etc. At the oppo-
site end of the Church and grouped around the Organ 
Chamber (above which is the ventilation motor room) 
are rooms for the readers and the organist. This series 
of units therefore completes the cycle of accommoda-
tion required for the efficient operation of the Church 
services. 

Comfort and Characteristic.—The freedom from con-
vention in Church design and the ideals of the Church, 
have made it easier to create a Church of unusual com-
fort. For good audibility the seating is arranged in the 
auditorium manner, the reading desks being close to 
all members of the congregation. They are of the 
"theatre" type, padded and sprung, although without 
arms. 

The Church is mechanically ventilated with a system 
which forces the air in through the louvred ceiling and 
exhausts from floor ducts. During the winter this air is 
heated by gas-fired batteries, an automatic control pro-
viding any set temperature. 

To further add to the comfort of the congregation 
the Church is lighted by sound-proof double-glazed 
plate glass windows, external street noises being almost 
completely excluded. For ease of access for the service 
and to provide for sufficient intercourse at its conclusion, 
the space allowed for the Foyer is particularly gen-
erous, while for the use of invalids and elderly people, 
a lift is installed from the Ground-Floor Foyer to the 
Upper Foyer on Church level. Again, much attention 
has been accorded to the Cloak Rooms in which special 
provision has been made for the accommodation of 
hats, coats, umbrellas and parcels, also for the drying 
of these during the service in wet weather. 

On the Administrative side of the service, control is 
exercised by a signal system operating between the 
Readers' desks and the Ushers' stations, also to the 
Organist and the Readers' Rooms. Further facilities are 
provided in the broadcasting land-line which permits 
of rapid hooking-up for radio broadcasts, and in the 
case of the amplifying equipment provided to enable 
the Sunday School to operate as an overflow area for 
services and meetings conducted in the Church. Finally, 
a small telephone system connects the Ushers' Rooms 
and the Church. 

The Plan.—The first in importance of the three units 
is, of course, the Church itself which is an auditorium-
like rectangular space seating about 450 persons and is 
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THE SECOND CHURCH OF CHRIST, SCIENTIST 
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Illustration by courtesy of the 
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THE SECOND CHURCH OF CHRIST, SCIENTIST 

View of Interior from Foyer. 

Architects: 

BATES, SMART & McCUTCHEON 
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Church Interior 

Architects: 

BATES, SMART & McCUTCHEON 

Illustration by courtesy of 

W. TOLSON & CO. PTY. LTD. 
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THE SECOND CHURCH OF CHRIST, SCIENTIST 

Detail of Organ Screen, and View of Waved Ceiling showing concealed lighting effect. 

Architects 

BATES, SMART & McCUTCHEON 
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Upper Foyer 

Architects : 

THE SECOND CHURCH OF CHRIST, SCIENTIST 

BATES, SMART & McCUTCHEON 
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THE SECOND CHURCH OF CHRIST, SCIENTIST 

Reading Room 

Architects : 

BATES, SMART & McCUTCHEON 
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THE SECOND CHURCH OF CHRIST, SCIENTIST 
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Entrance to the Administrative Block. 

Architects: 

BATES, SMART & McCUTCH EON 
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Lighting.—Following the desires of the Church to 
provide brilliant and cheerful lighting, a novel form 
of natural lighting has been provided by means of a 
louvred ceiling over the central portion of the Church. 
Here, light, initially introduced through saw-tooth units, 
enters the Church through small vertical glass panes in 
between each of the ceiling louvres, a glareless even 
light being diffused throughout the whole of the 
floor area, in conjunction with the two main side win-
dows on the east and west walls. By night, four large 
semi-indirect fittings produce an even lighting in their 
turn. 

Interior.—Here, the scheme is simplicity itself. Plain 
walls, plain ceiling and smooth plaster, painted to a 
pale amber-brown toning, are unrelieved, except for 
the louvred ceiling, the side windows and the great 
central feature—the rostrum screen. This screen which 
rises to the full height of the interior (twenty-five feet) 
is the background for the rostrum with its reading 
desks. Fashioned in a geometric pattern, it also acts as 
an organ screen from the chamber immediately behind 
Completing the interior are the upholstered seats which 
are finished in a plain duck-material of special shade 
of peacock-green, while the adjoining woodwork is in 
a grey-green limed to match. 

Exterior.—The outside of the Church is little more 
than walls and windows. With the exception of three 
modelled panels above each of the main entrance doors, 
no ornament or features of any kind break its surface. 
It is merely a massing of the three units and the clear 
cut placement of the various doors and windows. The 
effect, however, is pleasant enough, as the walls them-
selves—in cream toned bricks, with a recessed channel 
course at regular intervals—possess some character and 
interest, while the main doorways and the side doorway 
exhibit carefully designed wrought-iron filling relieved 
with a minimum of gilding to the ornamental portions. 

The intention was, to produce a simple expression, not 
of any particular traditional period or style and equally 
free from any charge of being ' moderne." The result 
should not offend either the conservative or the 
modernist. 

SUNDAY SCHOOL 

This unit is very simple, consisting only of a rect-
angular school hall with a recessed rostrum and open-
ing from it, the necessary rooms for superintendents 
and ushers. Here again, brilliant lighting and plain 
walls which are relieved only by careful colour tonings 
in painted finish, form the scheme. 

ADMINISTRATIVE BLOCK 

This block contains an entrance-hall separated from 
which by a counter, is a small room for an attendant 
and for the sale of Church literature. Leading from this 
hall is the Reading Room which is equipped with easy-
chairs, tables and bookcases, which are available to the 
Church adherents and to the public for the reading of 
the Christian Science literature. Finally, there is the 
"distribution" or work-room, the clerk's room and a 
Board Room in which the Church Administrative works 
are carried out. 

FINISHES 

In general, the whole scheme is finished in a simple 
manner, plaster walls and ceilings being practically uni-
versal. The entrance Foyers and stairs are covered with 
rubber set out with multi-coloured patterns. Most of 
the floor areas other than the Church and Foyer, are 
finished with coloured linoleum cemented down to the 
concrete floors. The Church itself, has carpet to the 
aisles, the remainder of the floor being hardwood 
stained and polished. Stairs, sanitary blocks and other 
special rooms have pale brown toned granolithic floors, 
while handrails generally are carried out to a simple 
wrought iron design. 

THE LITTLEJ O H N MEMORIAL CHAPEL, 
SCOTCH COLLEGE 

An official visit of inspection was made last month 
by members and students of the Institute to the 
Littlejohn Memorial Chapel at Scotch College, Haw-
thorn, the construction of which was completed 
recently. 

The inspecting party, which included the President 
(Mr. F. L. Klingender), the Vice-Presidents (Messrs. 
Leslie M. Perrott and Charles E. Serpell) and the Sec-
retary (Mr. John B. Islip) , was conducted by the 
Architects of the Chapel (Messrs. Scarborough, Robert- 

son and Love) who described the design, plan and con-
struction of the building. 

The inspection proved of particular interest inasmuch 
as the design of the Chapel had been placed first in an 
Architectural Competition held in 1934. 

The Chapel is an outstanding acquisition to the 
Architecture of Victoria and the Architects of the struc-
ture are congratulated upon having brought their 
scholarly conception to such successful fruition. 
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CONTRoL  OF PROFITS

RHEAD

, FINANCES, SALARY COSTS, 

OVE 	COSTS AND JOB COSTS 

A. O. SORENSON, F.C.A.A. 

Fellow of Australasian Institute of Cost Accountants 

Member of National Association of Cost Accountants (U.S.A.) 

The two •eceding articles of this series appeared in September and November 1936 issues 

    

TIME CONTROL 

TIME GOVERNS COSTS 
Time Marches On! Costs keep apace. 

Time governs or influences all the costs of architectural 
practice; salary costs represent time paid for and ex- 
pended, practically all overhead expenses are incurred, 
measured and absorbed on a time basis, and the extent 
of the profit or loss on each job is dependent upon the 
time involved. 

FEES NOT RELATED TO TIME 
Fees, however, are usually not related to time taken, 

particularly when they are on the percentage basis. 

The question then arises: How can the desired bal-
ance between costs and fees giving a reasonable margin 
of profit be maintained? This problem, accentuated by 
considerable fluctuations in volume and classes of work 
in hand from period to period must be continually 
exercising the mind of the Architect. 

Provided the Architect had a reliable cost plan, could 
fix his own fees and satisfy his clients, the problem 
would be solved and all would be well. 

As most fees are fixed according to the accepted scale 
of percentages, it is apparent that the problem can 
only be attacked, for the present, by an endeavour to 
control all costs. 

CONSERVATION OF TIME. 
Of all phases of cost control, that of time control is 

the most vital. 

Linked with ability, experience and goodwill, time 
may be regarded as the Architect's most valuable asset 
—unless it becomes a "wasting asset." Earning power 
depends upon the way time is used—upon the conser-
vation of time. 

Unnecessary time spent means money wasted and 
quite often opportunities wasted. 

If, in order to show a reasonable profit, a job should 
take two months to complete and it takes much longer, 
every additional hour or "excess hour" means so much 
salary and overhead costs to be paid for out of profits. 

THE YOUNG PRACTITIONER 

The young practitioner, at the beginning of his 
career, would be very soundly advised to realize and 
fully appreciate the value of time—how to control and 
conserve it—instead of looking back eventually with 
regret as to "what might have been." 

Although not appreciated sufficiently by the draughts-
man or young architect, the habit of conserving time 
and the inculcation and use of "cost-sense" can have a 
tremendous influence upon his mental and financial 
outlook. 

THE LARGE ORGANISATION 

In the large office the need for cost control, embrac-
ing time control, is intensified by the variety and ex-
tensive volume of work, a big staff—including highly 
paid men—and considerable overhead expense. 
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Personal supervision by the principal needs to be 
supplemented by effective organisation and plans de-
signed to identify or prevent waste and reveal oppor-
tunities for savings. 

PRACTICAL TIME - KEEPING 

The time-keeping plan may well be regarded as the. 
foundation of the cost control structure 

Every office—large or small—should have a practical 
time-keeping plan. Reliable time records are necessary; 
systematic time-recording can become a habit. 

The plan should be as simple as possible and entail 
a minimum of clerical work; yet it should be complete 
and all-embracive in its usefulness and adaption to the 
size and conditions of the particular office. 

In one office a daily time docket may be suitable, in 
another a weekly or even monthly docket ; a combination 
of two types of dockets may even be advisable. 

Time recorded to the nearest quarter or half-hour 
should be sufficient. 

Generally, the Architect himself and every member 
of the staff should keep time records, with exemptions 
in most cases for stenographers and office boys. There 
would be other exemptions in large offices. 

A very clear distinction must be made between charge-
able and non-chargeable time. 

CHARGEABLE TIME 

Time worked on specific jobs and therefore definitely 
recoverable against those jobs is termed "Chargeable 
Time." 

This time is costed or charged against the jobs con-
cerned at the salary rates per hour of members of the 
staff concerned ; in some cases there are good reasons 
for "loading" these rates. 

In the case of the Architect himself, his time is ex-
tended at a rate to give him an adequate working salary 
—over and above which he expects to make a profit. 

Classifications of chargeable time can be made as 
follows:— 

Preliminary discussions. 
Sketches. 
Working drawings. 
Specifications. 
Details. 
Supervision. 

These can be modified or elaborated to suit individual 
requirements. Various classes of engineering would be 
additional classifications for the large office. 

The advantages of control of chargeable time were 
particularly indicated in the November 1936 article 
under the sub-heading "Control over job costs." Con-
trol of chargeable time has significance also in relation 
to non-chargeable time. 

NON - CHARGEABLE TIME 

"Non-chargeable Time" is the term applied to all 
time not worked on specific jobs ; it is non-productive 
time such as:— 

Idle Time. 
Lost time—holidays and sickness. 
General office work. 
Book-keeping. 
General supervision. 
Managerial and Administrative work. 
General developmental work. 

The salaries paid for all of this time form a substan-
tial portion of overhead cost; therefore, the accurate 
costing of non-chargeable time is essential to the correct 
costing of Overhead Expenses. 

Excessive non-chargeable time, in relation to charge-
able time, is a frequent source of loss; regular control 
is vital. 

Overhead costs will receive particular consideration in 
the next article. 
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THE LIBRARY 
1 HE extensive manner in which members and 

students, particularly the latter, are now making 
use of the Allied Societies' library at Kelvin Hall 
—of which the R.V.I.A. section forms a part-

is indicative of the value of the books and periodicals 
contained therein. 

The Architectural department has gradually been 
built up in recent years and now constitutes one of the 
most useful libraries of its kind in the southern hemis-
phere. The section devoted to periodicals, for instance, 
is continually being developed by the addition of a 
variety of publications from the British Isles, South 
Africa, Canada, New Zealand, America, Japan, Russia 
and other countries of the world, all containing inter-
esting information regarding the trend of Architectural 
and building practice generally in other lands. 

The library, which also contains sections under the 
care of the Institution of Engineers, Australia (Mel-
bourne Division), the Victorian Advisory Committee 
of the Institution of Civil Engineers, the Australian 
Chemical Institute (Victorian Branch), the Victorian 
Institute of Surveyors, and the Australian Institute of 
Refrigeration, is open daily from 9 a.m. to 5.15 p.m. 
The facilities thereof are available to all members and 
students, including those who are residing outside the 
metropolis of Melbourne, upon application to the 
Secretary.  

"CAUSES AND DETECTION OF BRITTLENESS IN WOOD" 
Issued by C.S.I.R., Div. of Forest Products 
Review by MR. WALLACE G. BRODIE (A.) 

This publication, which has been added to the Insti-
tute Library, is a lucid well illustrated treatise upon a 
subject which is of vital importance to timber users 
in structural and other fields. In a country which pro-
duces a vast amount of timber which is suitable for all 
purposes, this booklet, together with those that precede 
it, will well repay both practising Architects and Archi-
tectural students for the time spent in the study of 
it, as it opens up vistas in the structural and 
decorative use of our forest products. As the property 
of brittleness is a very serious defect in timbers that 
are used structurally, the study of this property is a 
vital one. The document is sub-divided into four sec-
tions. In Section 1, definitions of the term including 
a comparison of brittleness and toughness and the 
causes of the former characteristic, are dealt with. In 
Section 2, the main causes are described and excellent 
illustrations supplement the text. Instructive data re-
garding the effects of high temperatures, which will 
serve as a useful guide to those who may be selecting 
timbers from mills or from seasoning plants, will be 
found in it. Section 3 deals with the detection of brittle-
ness and gives some simple tests for the determination 
of the presence of this property and of its extent. Sec-
tion 4 summarises the three preceding divisions and 
concludes with an invitation to all users to submit their 
timber problems to the Chief, Division of Forest Pro-
ducts, from whom more detailed information regarding 
any species of local or imported timbers can be obtained. 

THE BOARD OF ARCHITECTURAL EDUCATION 
The University of Melbourne Architectural Atelier 

Scholarship of the R.V.I.A. for the year 1936 has been 
awarded to Mr. E. W. Howarth. The Scholarship is 
awarded annually to the student who is adjudged most 
successful in the First Year of the Atelier course and 
is to the annual value of £15/15/- which, under the 
conditions governing the award, must be devoted to 
advancing the Architectural education of the winner at 
the Atelier. 

+ 	+ _ 	+ 
A prize is donated annually by the President of the 

Institute for award to the student adjudged most suc-
cessful in the second year of the course for the Diploma 
of Architectural Design at the University Atelier. The 
prize for the year 1936 has been awarded by the Pre-
sident (Mr. F. L. Klingender) to Mr. W. E. McLauch-
Ian, and carries the value of £3/3/- in the form of 
Architectural books or instruments. 

The Trustees of the R.V.I.A. War Memorial. Scholar-
ship Fund (Messrs. Kingsley A. Henderson, Philip B. 

Hudson and W. O. McCutcheon) are now giving con-
sideration to the question of making an award of the 
Scholarship for the year 1937. 

The Scholarship, which was established through dona-
tions made by members of the Institute for the purpose 
of a War Memorial, is to the value of approximately 
£55 per annum or at the discretion of the Trustees. It 
is available, firstly, to Architectural students whose 
education has suffered through the loss of a relative in 
the Great War, secondly, to returned soldiers and sons 
of returned soldiers and, thirdly, to students of Archi-
tecture at the University of Melbourne. 

The Scholarship is to be devoted to the payment of 
fees at the University or travelling expenses for the 
purpose of developing the Architectural education of 
the person to whom the award is made. The conditions 
governing the Scholarship state that no person shall 
receive any financial assistance from the Scholarship 
unless he or she is a student of Architecture at the 
University of Melbourne. 
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A further example of the work executed by Mr. Howarth 

at the University of Melbourne Architectural Atelier. 



BUILDI\G RESEARCH STATIO\ 

1  [HE Commonwea Government has announced 
its intention to extend the activities of the Coun-
cil for Scientific and Industrial Research, in 
order that testing and research work on behalf 

of secondary industries may be included. The Govern-
ment has appointed the Secondary Industries Testing 
and Research Committee under the Chairmanship of 
Sir George Julius to report regarding the question of 
the organisation which would be necessary in order to 
carry out the proposed work. 

The Building Industry Congress of Victoria has been 
invited to co-operate with the Committee in considering 
the question of the need for the provision of facilities 
for the investigation of research problems affecting the 
building industry. In accepting the invitation, the Con-
gress has expressed its pleasure at the action of the 
committee in considering the matter of the provision 
of research facilities in relation to the manufacture and 
application of building materials, it being felt by the 
B.I.C. that the provision of such facilities would bring 
about results of extreme benefit to all sections of the 
building industry. 

For the purpose of discussing this matter the. B.I.C. 
convened a conference of Architects, Engineers, Sur-
veyors, Builders, Sub-contractors, Merchants and Manu-
facturers. The Conference, at which the R.V.I.A. was 
represented by Messrs. Stanley T. Parkes (A.) and 
O. A. Yuncken (A.), resolved "That a definite need 
exists for the establishment of a Building Research 
Station organised in a similar manner to and working 
in collaboration with the Building Research Station in 
England, and having two main objectives (a) The test-
ing of materials and the giving of advice. upon prob-
lems which affect building as they arise; (b) General 
research work, particularly in respect of the use of 
materials and methods under Australian conditions." 

With a view to the presentation of a case to the 
Governmental committee, the conference recommended  

the B.I.C. to list a number of examples of problems 
which might be dealt with under foregoing headings. 
The Congress has adopted the recommendation and in 
compiling the list of examples, has invited all associ-
ations' members of the B.I.C. to submit suggestions in 
this direction. These have now been received and the 
list has been forwarded to the committee which was 
appointed by the Federal Government with a strong re-
commendation that the proposal for the provision of 
research facilities in relation to the building industry 
should be given effect. 

In response to the invitation of the Congress that 
the R.V.I.A. should make suggestions regarding prob-
lems in respect of which the proposed Building Research 
Station might carry out testing operations of benefit to 
the building industry, the Council of the Institute has 
suggested that the projected Research Station could, 
with advantage, give attention to the following ques-
tions:— 

The Staining of Joints of Fibrous Plaster. 
The reduction of thickness of external brick walls 

by means of effective applied waterproofing. 
The testing of proprietary lines of paint. 
The welding of copper pipe with soft-solder. 
Research in the trapping and back-bending of 

plumbing fittings. 
Waterproofing of ply-woods for external use. 
Effluence on brick-work, including green effluent on 

white bricks. 
Blistering of bituminous roofs. 
Crazing of cement rendering. 
Adhesion of rubber and linoleum on cement surfaces. 
General testing of new materials and methods. 

It is understood that the committee will submit its 
report to the Commonwealth Government at an early 
date. 

R.I.B.A. CAMERA CLUB 

Advice has been received from the R.I.B.A. to the 
effect that it has formed a Camera Club, membership 
of which is open to all members and students of the 
R.I.B.A. and its Allied Societies, at an annual subscrip-
tion of five shillings. The Club was established on 
November 18th last at the opening of the Inaugural 
Exhibition by Mr. F. R. Yerbury (Hon. A.) . 

The Club is anxious to obtain overseas representa-
tion and members and students of the Royal Victorian 

Institute are particularly invited to enrol. The activities 

of the Club are not limited to the illustration of ex-

amples of Architecture, but include all branches of 
photography. 

Further particulars and enrolment forms may be 

obtained from the Hon. Secretary, R.I.B.A, Camera 

Club, 66 Portland Place, London, W.1. 
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THE STUDENTS' SOCIETY 
The thirtieth Annual Meeting of the Architectural 

Students' Society of the Institute was held at Kelvin 
Hall on Friday, December 11th last. The Annual Report 
and Balance Sheet outlined the work which had been 
accomplished during a busy and very successful year. 

The President of the Royal Victorian Institute of 
Architects (Mr. F. L. Klingender) was introduced and 
presented the first, second and third prizes for the year 
1936 which had been awarded respectively to Messrs. 
R. Coxhead, E. Robinson and A. Ellis in connection 
with the Annual Scholarship awarded by the Students' 
Society to students attending the University of Mel-
bourne Architectural Atelier. 

Mr. W. R. Godfrey (A.) criticised the "en loge" 
drawings which had been submitted in connection with 
the competition for the Scholarship, and congratulated 

Mr. Coxhead upon his success in having gained the first 
prize. Mr. J. McM. Keane was presented with the 
Society's prize for the year 1936 and congratulated 
upon his success in having been placed second in order 
of merit in the first year of the Atelier Course. 

The President of the Institute delivered an address 
regarding the value of Architectural Education and pro-
fessional ethics. 

As the result of a ballot the following members were 
elected office-bearers and members of the Committee for 
the year 1937:- 

President, Mr. W. Lambert Lee; Vice-Presidents, 
Messrs. A. H. Couch, R. McC. Simpson ; Hon. Secretary, 
Mr. D. Guild ; Hon. Treasurer, Mr. Stirling Parker ; 
Members of Committee, Messrs. J. T. Brophy, H. E. 
Boileau, R. F. Howden, D. H. McLean, J. C. Paul, 
and A. Smith. 
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