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T gives me a great deal of pleasure to be here to-night 
with you. Being a mere railroad man I appreciate 
that I am rather out of my sphere, perhaps out of 
my depth, surrounded by learned experts in your 

profession. However, you look fairly good-natured 
and long-suffering, and perhaps you will be patient 
enough to bear with me for a while. I will take you 
through several countries, but I will not promise to 
go to any great depths architecturally. I am always 
very glad to talk to architects because I know we have 
quite a great deal in common. The railroading busi-
ness covers the whole gamut of professions, from rat-
catching to brain specialists, and you architects come in 
somewhere between. I have come in contact with 
architects many times, and have had to seek their advice 
and guidance, both in business and privately. I will 
say this of them—I have never known them to let me 
get away with much. They have kept me on the rails ; 
they have kept me from being perhaps too radical. 
Sometimes, I have become amazingly well-informed,  
without being involved in any extra charges. As a 
profession you have left your mark down through all 
the ages—a most amazing mark. I am extremely glad 
it is so because although one goes out into the world 
and sees many things one does not like, the amazing 
over-balance of things that one does like are the archi-
tectural achievements which carry the hand of the 
master-mind through all the different ages. It is very 
significant in our business that we are seeing more of 
the architect than ever before. We are calling architects 
in on trains, not merely to ride on them, but to help 
us design them; to model the exterior appearance, and 
the internal design for comfort to the eye and comfort 
physically—in every way to carry into the trains some 
of that pleasing and comforting effect that you have 
carried into so many public buildings and homes. 

That is rather an admission I suppose for a railway 
man to make. We are supposed to be rather dog-
matic, rather one-eyed—are supposed to think that a 
railway carriage must always be a railway carriage and 
nothing else. I could also bring in my brethren from 

another form of transport—on the sea. A ship is 
always supposed to have been a ship, but to-day we 
find that a ship can be the most comfortable hotel that 
we have ever been inside. In America, last year, one 
of the most outstanding phenomena architecturally was 
that famous streamlined train, the "Burlington Zephyr." 
That train is constructed of stainless -steel, and has a 
Diesel electric engine with the - capacity to propel it 
at a maximum speed of 110 miles per hour. It was 
tried from Denver to Chicago, and in covering the 
1,015 miles in 13 hours it hopped right into front-
page notoriety. That performance called for an average 
speed of 78 miles per hour, which was faster than that 
distance had ever been covered on any railway track 
before. Facts that are more interesting to you in regard 
to that train, I would judge, would be that Paul Cret, 
of Philadelphia, and Holabird and Root, of - Chicago—
famous as being in the first rank of hotel architects in 
the United States—were given carte blanche by Mr. 

-Ralph Budd, President of the Chicago Burlington and 
Quincy Railroad, to make that train in external appear-
ance and internal fitness, comfort, design and colour, 
something unique in railway history, and they accom-
plished it. Of course, he reserved certain fundamentals 
in regard to railroad details, but they completely trans-
formed any railwayman's idea of what the external as 
well as the internal appearance of the train should be. 
The train is 3 feet less in height from floor to ceiling, 
and one foot narrower than any normal railway vehicle. 
To pass up and down the aisles one has to slim a bit 
—in fact a good deal. I am fairly slim, but two of 
my slimness on edge could not pass with comfort. The 
train was built for speed, and they had to do a good 
deal of streamlining. In that the architect revealed 
his flexibility and ability to adapt himself to any dimen-
sions. With the next and the next and every train 
since, architects and interior decorators have collaborated 
in the design and construction. Mr. Budd said that 
that train and its achievement were worth a million 
dollars of advertisement to the Burlington Railway. 
It turned the eyes of the public once more towards the 

91 



people from overseas saw us there for the first time. 
"Could we not do something to brighten the drab 
boat-train ?" he asked. I saw the man's idea immedi-
ately, and by the return mail we said, "Yes; a new 
train will go on there, a different type, more comfort-
able, and so on, but still a suburban train, and we will 
paint it a very outstanding colour." Although it is only 
a seven-minute ride, we will give people something a 
little different from what they have been used to in the 
past. That happened only two weeks ago, and it is 
in the process of being accomplished. 

railroads, and a considerable number of other railways 
followed the Burlington and the Union Pacific in the 
creation of this new idea in train architecture. Perhaps 
ten trains in all have been built, some of them having 
nine vehicles, some six, some three, and all high-speed 
and all of similar dimensions, but all suitable for 
special services only. They are not comfortable for 
long trans-continental journeys. They are good for 
daylight journeys of, say, up to 400 miles. On three 
parallel routes between Chicago, Minneapolis and St. 
Paul it takes 6 hours 30 minutes with four stops for 
the 410 to 430 miles. One of those trains is the old 
steam train, one is the new steam train, and a third 
is the Zephyr, but they are all creating history side 
by side. Strange as it may seem, we are doing the same. 

Not having been out of Australia for fourteen years, 
I found, on my trip abroad last year, a new age in 
many engineering professions, and most of all I would 
say in your profession, though we run you a very close 
second. I came back with the firm intention that if 
we were to stay in the passenger business we had to 
get in and get in quickly. As a result, with the backing 
of the Government, we are the first in the British 
Empire to use what is known as "Corten" steel. It 
is a low chromium copper silicon alloy. It has twice 
the strength of ordinary carbon steel that we have 
been using hitherto, and six times the resistance 
to corrosion. It is not completely stainless steel, but 
whereas stainless steel, depending upon the sections and 
the thicknesses of the plates and shapes, costs from 
1/3 to 1/6 a lb., this steel costs from 22d. to 3d. a 
lb. You can see, therefore, that there is a vast difference 
in its cost and a future for its use commercially. 'When 
they talked about 1/6 a lb. for stainless steel I said 
I was "not out in the world to buy jewellery for the 
railroad," for that is what it would amount to here. 
We will build our new carriages reasonably close to 
the weight of our present vehicles, and they will have 
the added advantage that they will be absolutely anti-
telescopic and non-collapsible in time of trouble. They 
will also be fitted with double windows of armour-
proof-glass, and they will be completely air-conditioned, 
which means the provision of air that is washed, dried, 
or humidified, and the temperature of which is con-
trolled as the conditions warrant. That gives an added 
urge to bring the architects into the picture, because 
one has very much greater freedom in a dust-proof, 
dirt-proof train to be more romantic in colouring, and 
to let imagination carry one away a little beyond the 
interior of trains that we have looked at for over two 
generations. We have enlisted the help of eminent 
architects and interior decorators. We have made dum-
mies and "played round" somewhat, so as to give them 
something to condemn and start on. They very quickly 
looked us over, talked a lot to us about "form" and 
other things—some terms which I am frank to admit 
I had to get used to—and the upshot was that the one 
short hour they gave us, resulted in our completely 
scrapping any ideas we had and starting again. We 
can change our ideas very rapidly. 

To take an example, a gentleman wrote to me about 
the Port Melbourne trains. He pointed out that Port 
Melbourne was a very drab place, and a great many 

We are doing other unusual things. Our men have 
been searching through the two biggest automobile fac-
tories in Adelaide for ideas. We have been like hornets 
down there. Imagine a railwayman going to an auto-
mobile factory to learn something! We have been in 
all the modern hospitals we can find in Australia. 
Regularly we board oversea steamers that come in, 
and now we are boarding Interstate steamers, such as 
the "Manoora." Frankly, from one line of steamers 
that comes in here-the Matson line—we have learned 
more about how to treat the interior of a train than 
we have learned from anything else. I travelled on 
one of their ships from Honolulu to San Francisco, 
and found it more complete, more comfortable and less 
extravagant in appearance than any other modern ship. 
Mr. Roth, the President of the Matson line, said to me 
"I knew nothing about the inside of a ship except that 
I did not like it. I was determined to change it, and 
I called in my architect who had supervised the con-
struction and decoration of the Royal Hawaiian Hotel 
at Honolulu." 

If you had been in that hotel you would recognise 
one when you saw the other. I found when I met Sir 
Alan Anderson, that for the new "Orion" they were 
using a shore architect and not a marine architect, and 
I am sure that some shore architects had a lot to do 
with the "Manoora." She is the finest ship I have 
seen on this coast. and there is no doubt that this coast 
is now being serviced by modern palatial steamers. We 
have to do likewise in railroading in Australia, because 
if we do not do so, the air, the sea and the road will 
squeeze us out of business. In this State, you will be 
the first to have a Corten steel train and you will be 
the first to have air-conditioning, with complete archi-
tectural features. So remember if you criticise us you 
are criticising also your fellow-architects. We are the 
first in the British Empire to air-condition a train, and 
we are using the first equipment ever built in the British 
Empire for that purpose. 

When I went across the Atlantic in the "Empress 
of Britain," something about the general ensemble of 
the ship bothered me; I have since realised what it 
was; the whole interior lacked what you architects are 
sticklers for—FORM. There were many magnificent 
social rooms, but they were mostly in striking contrast, 
reaching a climax in the "Heath Robinson" Cocktail 
Bar, where everything seemed to be upside down, 
especially after a couple of cocktails. The general 
result appeared to be a mixture of the work of marine 
architects, artists and decorators. In my opinion, they 
would have achieved something infinitely greater over 
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all if they had developed a scheme which would have 
resulted in a co-ordinated whole. 

In America I became very conscious of my own 
violent reactions. I thought I knew the United States 
insofar as their architectural tendencies were concerned. 
I thought I knew skyscrapers when I lived there, but 
I was surprised when I arrived to see the developments. 
They had gone skyscraper mad and their streets had 
become more and more like canyons—not streets at all. 
When I came to the Empire State building—and I 
attacked it several times 	it was an awe-inspiring sight 
that frightened me. 

When one enters the great lobbies and hallways of 
this building he comes face to face with a magnificent 
bronze plaque that gives a short history of the creation 
of the edifice. On reading the inscription, one learns 
that with its foundations, it was completed in eleven 
months—a structure 1250 feet high, with space to 
accommodate about 20,000 office-dwellers! Then there 
is the wonderful "Rockefeller Building" at Radio 
Centre, with its white bronze floor, which looks like 
gold and onyx, and its marble walls splashed with 
gold. Altogether, it occupies four blocks from 5th 
to 6th Avenue, from 48th Street to 51st, opposite the 
great Catholic Cathedral and 5th Avenue, and it goes 
right through to 6th Avenue. Those blocks would each 
hold 2,500 people five years ago. Now a 70-storey 
building occupies half the first block, with the Roxy 
Theatre on one corner and a music hall or something 
else on the other, and it has a population of 25,000—
almost the population of the city of Bendigo. Man-
hattan being an island they could not expand in length 
or breadth, so they went upwards, starting with modest 
skyscrapers of 22 floors, then they got to 45 and 50 
and have now arrived at 102. 

(The lecturer gave interesting details of various 
skyscrapers.) 

Their elevators—vertical transportation—do not take 
one's breath away, notwithstanding the high rate of 
speed (1,000 feet per minute) . One does not feel as 
though his stomach is falling away, or that he is being 
borne upwards. The stream-flow application of power 
to these elevators is so even that I will defy any one 
of you to stand in one of them with his eyes shut and 
tell when it starts or when it stops. What they have 
accomplished in the way of stream flow, acceleration 
and deceleration, their tramways and subway trains are 
attempting on their cars. 

In Chicago, I stood on a tramcar which, with a 
Ford 8 running alongside, was carrying out certain 
tests. Both were accelerating at 5 miles per hour up 
to 30 miles per hour, and although I did not attempt 
to "strap-hang" I had no difficulty in steadying myself 
while in a standing position. It was just as simple 
when the vehicle was being accelerated. 

With regard to city planning, the New York sky- 
scrapers have long since passed 59th Street and are 
heading right for the Harlem River at 129th Street. 
They will hop that and go up into the Bronx. New 
York cannot stretch her elbows. She is in a confined 
space, and the buildings are going up and up, making 
the traffic problem a big one. In Lower Broadway, 
of course, all traffic, except foot traffic, has been a 

very difficult problem because when these offices pour 
out their thousands no tramcars or vehicles can move. 
The streets are crowded with people heading for their 
subways or elevated trains. Nobody with any sense 
whatever attempts New York in a motor car ! Then 
coming to light and power, to water service, gas ser-
vice, telephone service, sewer service, and postal service. 
It is usual for any of these public services to make their 
plans 25 years ahead. It is extremely difficult to plan 
ahead in New York, because there is no ceiling to the 
sky. That is one thing in the British Empire and in 
many European countries that we can all be very, very 
thankful for: the authorities have put a limit on the 
height. That is why the city we live in is going to be 
one of the most magnificent cities in the world in the 
future with the planning that has been done. Mel-
bourne to-day is one of the beautiful cities of the world. 

I was interested in the suggestion made to-night 
that the Melbourne Hospital site should be used as a 
cultural centre—and also in what was said with regard 
to the Western Market site. I agree with you, and 
would say "Go for it," because it is that kind of British 
agitation and British "stick-to-it-ness" that holds the bal-
ance. We do not know how well off we all are in 
regard to that kind of civic sanity. I stayed in many 
hotels in many cities. I saw many railroad terminals 
and air terminals. I saw many hotels that had been 
built and not opened, or if opened had been immediately 
closed in the crisis in the North American continent. 
In the United States and Canada I will say frankly that 
in any city I stayed in, except New York, there was 
only one solvent hotel. Railroads were all more or less 
on the brink, except those you could count on the fingers 
of one hand. I envied them their magnificent railroad 
terminals, but they were not being used, or scarcely at 
all in some instances. In talking one night to a group 
of men I said: "You know, with all your grandeur and 
all your transport and all your brains, you have failed. 
You have got spare hotels of the vintage of 1934-35 
and spare railroad terminals of the same vintage. I 
could pick out one beautiful one of each to take home 
with me ; they are great bargains, but you have utterly 
failed on the transportation side, as you have no trans-
port medium equal to the task." 

When your President got up to make a complaint 
about the desecration of a piece of ground here, I 
thought he was going to slate me regarding Spencer 
Street Station. Now you might be surprised to know 
that Spencer Street Station is the least of our worries. 
We can at least start and stop trains there and land 
people there. If we can take them on their journeys 
in rapid and safe trains with the last word in comfort, 
that is our object. That is how we are going to hold 
our traffic ; not by building a colossal monument. That 
is what it would be because it would not earn us a 
shilling. You would be the first to get up and scream 
to Heaven about this dreadful extravagant adminis-
tration. 

In Chicago, I saw the greatest outpouring and squan-
dering of money. The new Union Terminal is a magni-
ficent structure with its amazing terminal tracks and 
platforms. With that terminal and two others they 
could handle the whole of the traffic for many years 
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to come, but they had five terminals ! Next door the 
North-Western Railway has built another magnificent 
terminal although they could just as easily have run 
into the Union terminal and saved forty or fifty million 
dollars. There were the La Salle, the Central Terminal 
and the Illinois Central Terminal. Three could have 
done what five were doing, and even three might be 
one too many. In Cleveland they spent 120 million 
dollars on a terminal and its approaches and so on. 
Four railroads use that terminal, and it takes almost 
the gross receipts of one of those lines to pay the 
interest on the capital ! It is a white elephant. The 
terminal that stands out in architectural beauty to-day 
—and stood in 1910 also—is the New York Central 
Terminal at New York, the most serviceable and acces- 
sible terminal in the world. The Pennsylvania Ter-
minal, in the same city, was built down at 32nd Street, 
and, as the result of the mistakes made there, one had 
to walk city blocks and climb flights of stairs every-
where he went. With the New York Central the 
architects designed and re-designed their terminal six 
times to eliminate those errors ! To me, it was the 
greatest object lesson in efficiency and skill I have ever 
seen. That New York Central Terminal to-day is still 
doing a magnificent job In Cincinatti I saw the latest 
terminal. It is entirely modernistic: not much larger 
than the terminal we would want here, but, with its 
approaches, it cost forty million dollars. They had to 
cut blocks of buildings out to build a piazza to approach 
it properly. There is not a stair to climb—they are all 
ramps—and it is easy of access. You might say: "You 
see the same thing at Spencer Street for the suburban 
lines," but all the same it was as complete and smooth 
a job as I have seen anywhere. 

Leaving America and going over to England, one 
experiences a tremendous lot of re-actions. The greatest 
of all, I think, is the satisfaction that London gives one. 
I do not know just how to describe it. Perhaps it gets 
into the blood—I suppose it is in one's blood anyway 
—but when one gets there the marks of the architect 
through the centuries in those magnificent public build-
ings and cathedrals seem to make them sacred objects. It 
is very rarely that one gets that atmosphere, and it seems 
to grip and hold one. I have been in England three times 
in my life, and each time I came away with a greater 
sense of appreciation. I did not mention the subways 
and the tubes in New York. They are wonderful, but 
awful, whereas in London you find a co-ordinated trans-
port system. The greater London tramway systems, 
buses, underground tubes, and the tubes and suburban 
railway systems are all completely co-ordinated 
with a definitely planned future, with no fear of a war 
of interests—the public interests are always first. That 
has been accomplished by an Anglo-American, who was 
prior to that an Americanised Englishman. I knew him 
in America as "Albert Stanley." He first started in 
America on the Detroit City United Railways. Then 
he went to New Jersey and was called later to London 
and is now Lord Ashfield. He is the man who has 
brought together the whole of that transport system 
in Greater London, with its ten to fourteen millions of 
people to serve. The buses, municipal tramways, the 
underground tube interests and steam suburban railways  

are all under one Board, The London Passenger Trans-
port Board, where the employees, the shareholders, and 
everybody that should rightly have a say in such a 
public service has his say. The service they give is the 
cleanest, the most satisfactory and the most profitable 
to the community of any such service in the world. I 
came away with that fixed in my mind and with my 
hat off in admiration of the Britisher. He is leading 
the way. 

When I come to standardisation in architecture, with 
all the window fitments, internal equipment, water ser-
vices, gas, light, power and sewage services, I have to 
go back again to the United States and take my hat off 
to them. They have standardised things but have not 
made them drab. You can buy an electric household 
appliance in one end of the country, put it in your 
pocket and take it to the other end of the country. 
For instance, you could then take the plug to Alaska, 
put it in the socket and it goes. You cannot go into 
another suburb here and do that, and you cannot go 
from one hotel to another in London and do it. With 
regard to the elevators in London I think they must 
have come out of Tutankhamen's tomb, or something 
like that, because they have no mufflers and they ought 
to be had up for loitering. 

Furthermore, instead of using the commonsense slid-
ing door, they have double doors opening outwards. 
Having been brought up in an atmosphere of sliding 
doors, my first experience with one of these London 
elevators was entirely unsatisfactory. After awaiting 
its arrival on the ground floor, my nose was nearly 
broken by one of these swing-doors pushed open by the 
much uniformed attendant within. 

Then, again, they know very little about air-con-
ditioning over there. They are merely ventilating in-
stead of regulating the air for cleanliness, temperature 
and humidity. I prophesied that there would not be 
a long-distance train in the United States this year that 
was not air-conditioned, and I was right. They were 
all air-conditioned from the 1st July, and there were 
only three of them when I was there last year. All 
the new office buildings are having their basements and 
several floors air-conditioned and you need not go into 
a barber's shop or restaurant that is not air-conditioned. 
Even to the holes-in-the-wall they exhibit a big sign 
saying that they are "air-conditioned," and now some 
architects over there are advertising that they will pro-
duce you a fire-proof air-conditioned villa for only 8% 
over the price of the old type of structure that was 
neither. The Cumberland Hotel, in London, is air-
conditioning a great part of its structure, but only a few 
private people are air-conditioning their homes there. 
Those who have done so are looked at askance. I say 
without fear of contradiction that in a very few years 
air-conditioning wil be a commonplace utility in every 
home. Those who have not experienced it have no 
conception of what it means. I had no idea until I 
went abroad and I was completely taken by surprise. 
One sees many things architecturally in London that 
are almost a "knock-out"—this is true all round the 
world—and among them are the slum areas. Many 
times I was home-sick and blue from looking at the 
dreadful sight of how some of our fellow-men live. 
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I know that every architect's ideal is that there should 
be comfort and happiness in the community in such 
measure as can be afforded. Before I left England for 
Paris I went out and saw the homes that are being 
erected on some of the former estates between London 
and Windsor. They are getting farther and farther 
out, and they are cutting up that wonderful country and 
putting in standardised houses and streets. In one par-
ticular area one will see three thousand homes in the 
course of construction, each one looking almost like 
the other, with their garden plots and a comfort above 
anything perhaps that the prospective tenants had ever 
enjoyed before. It is a wonderful change. When 
one puts it up alongside that country farther out, with 
the little thatched roof cottage, with its wonderful 
garden that seems to grow like the wheat and oats in 
the landscape, he realises that the England that we 
knew is changing. In another generation all that we 
remembered of it will be practically gone. 

Now we come to the Continent. In Paris I met an 
amazing Frenchman, M. Dautry, head of the State Rail-
ways, a man I should say 48 years of age, and one of 
the livest men I encountered in all my travels. I spent 
some days on his railway system, and when I left him 
I was his lifelong admirer. I soon found that the 
Frenchman was not as I expected to find him. I had 
been to the other Railway Companies and my re-actions 
were entirely negative. When I visited M. Dautry's 
office I found myself in five minutes with ten of his 
officers, two of whom spoke English, and each was 
speaking French out of one corner of his mouth and 
English out of the other at me. It was the fastest 
meeting I have ever listened in to. In the large cities 
many of his employees lived in the slums, and he went 
to his Government and said: "If we have a crisis you 
will find a great communistic section in the railway 
industry who will be solidly against you." He said: 
"I want to build great blocks of flat houses for the 
workers." They call them the great "E. houses." 
They are shaped like the capital letter "E." They are 
all open to the sun with every block containing 500 
to 1,000 people. All have maximum light, sunshine 
and comfort, and they are all centrally heated. I saw 
the slums in London, Paris, Hamburg and Amsterdam; 
and all these cities are attacking this problem. They 
are building these magnificent places, something like 
our new Mercy Hospital, all glass and sunshine, in 
the shape of the letter "E," and some of the most 
"dyed-in-the-wool" communists have been converted 
with sunshine, fresh air and comfort. They have come 
to think that someone is thinking of them. M. Dautry 
told me that he got the French Government to put up 
one-third of the capital. His railroad put up one-
third and then they charged the tenant rent on the re-
maining third. Of course, in the end the taxpayer 
put up two-thirds, because the railroad measures its 
prosperity by the size of its deficit in France. From 
country to country I went into these flats and saw their 
children's playgrounds, their community laundry, and 
their community store. Across in an open space every 
flat dweller has his garden. They had flowers and 
vegetables, and some of them had been there long 
enough to have fruit trees. Many of them had their  

little summer houses in the garden, and the children 
looked well and everybody seemed happy. In contrast 
to this, when I saw the look on the faces of the people 
in the slums I could not help thinking that here were 
the places in which the seeds of communism and dis-
content are sown, and the spirit to tear down Govern-
ments and do everything that is vile is created. It is 
because we suffer that spirit that we have it, and that 
is what I know all of you in your profession are striving 
to prevent occurring in this great country. 

In Italy I saw the same thing, but I did not see it 
in Switzerland. I got irritated and jumpy in Switzer-
land mainly because I could not see anything that really 
invited improvement. It was so clean, so well laid out 
and everybody seemed to know his `place and his job. 

The food was all good; it was all standardised and 
it all tasted the same. In Denmark I was very much 
fascinated by their amazing dairying industry. I came 
away from Denmark wishing that in one of our red 
rain storms that come from the West a thousand Danish 
dairy farmers might drop out on the land and do for 
us what the Germans have done for us in wheat farm- 
ing. 	There is no doubt that the Danes beat us in 
every way in the dairy produce markets of the Old 
Country, and it is all the more remarkable considering 
that they have to barn every animal or bird five or six 
months in the year and hand feed it. Here we have 
all the sunshine and everything else to produce the 
best butter in the world, and we can and do produce 
the best butter in the world, when we put our minds 
to it. 

Italy is very much in the limelight at the moment. 
One cathedral stands out and will always stand out in 
my memory as the greatest in that realm. That is the 
Milan cathedral. There had been no complete design 
showing that dream as it was realised. When they 
started to build it they just did a bit with no completed 
plan and went on and on -through the centuries. You 
cannot fault it, as you know better than I. It has 
come through the centuries unscathed as though the 
enemies that must have passed to and fro were awe-
struck by its amazing beauty. That building to me is 
one of the greatest that I can imagine, and that does 
not in any way detract from what I saw in England. 
Then I went to the railroad terminal that Mussolini has 
built unto himself and which cost £20,000,000-
£4,000,000 for the building and £16,000,000 for its 
approaches, tunnels, dives and the grade separation of 
the railroads coming into it. I spent the whole of one 
evening from six o'clock onwards in that terminal. 
I saw its gorgeous, ornate front with its wonderful 
statuary and everything round it. I climbed staircase 
after staircase, and then after they had shown me the 
wonderful 48-track train shed, they showed me their 
elevators in which they drop their mail vans into the 
sub-sub-basement where they had the great mail sorting 
room. When I got down there I thought I was far 
enough in the depths of the earth. Then they took me 
down to the galleries and catacombs which to-day are 
the rest rooms and canteens of the vast armies that 
Mussolini has been mustering for his colonial war. 
When I asked what these great kitchens, rest rooms and 
lounges were for, they told me: "Oh, these are for our 
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troops when resting in transit." This was all planned 
in the last fourteen years. That terminal was only 
opened four years ago, and it is a magnificent accom-
plishment for the purpose for which it was created. 
It is not what one sees on the surface—although it is 
a monument to the man who conceived it—but it is 
what is unseen beneath. It can contain thousands of 
troops and equipment, with the most remarkable con-
trol boards for communication—all down underground. 
I was amazed that they took me into it. 

I visited many hospitals while abroad. I was very 
disappointed with the hospitals in England. In the 
modern hospitals that are being created in Australia 
to-day we are striving for, and I consider we are attain-
ing, utility, hygiene and efficiency. Looking at them 
as a layman who is used to looking for utility, hygiene 
and efficiency, I salute you men who are responsible 
for the astonishing work that is being done in the 
creation of these wonderful institutions. To me it is 
almost a sacred work, because it is an indication of that 
tremendous attention and relief the sufferers in the future 
are going to receive from the staffs of these great 
institutions. I know that many of you have to put in a 
tremendous amount of effort, work, worry and head-
aches in getting things reproduced in standard form. 
All the more are you to be congratulated for what you 
are doing. When I see those buildings, and also these 
new office buildings, I have no fear of the future of 
the architectural beauty and usefulness that is going to 
be created in our communities in Australia. 

I did not speak of one form of public building that  

I was fascinated by in the United States, and that was 
the Post Office. I do not think I was in any com-
munity that did not have either a fine Post Office build-
ing or a contract let for such a building or that had 
not one in course of construction, costing anything 
from forty million dollars downwards. There was one in 
Chicago that did not cost a penny less than forty mil-
lion dollars. They have spent hundreds upon hundreds 
of millions of dollars on Post Offices. That was the 
first great public work they put in hand to relieve the 
situation a year before Mr. Hoover's term ran out, 
and they have not finished yet. 

I have taken you along with me in perhaps a rather 
disjointed way, but I hope I have left one or two 
things that might appeal. Never give up hope of the 
best for our community. I have a bit of a "nose" for 
architecture when it comes to something in railroading, 
and I never give up going after the best in equipment. 
I will never accomplish it. Any time that I think I 
have accomplished the best—and that means that I 
have got all there is to get—my usefulness will cease 
in the business I am in. The thing is to keep that 
goal of perfection before us all the time. There is a 
great joy in our architectural creations in this country. 
You men as a group have that goal everlastingly ahead 
of you, and I am proud to be working with you. I 
thank you all for having been patient with me. I 
have talked to you in my own particular way about 
what you are doing, the results of which we all see. 
It forms an inspiration to all of us who are associated 
with the railroad administrations of Australia. 

STREET ARCHITECTURE MEDAL 
Report of the Examining Jury appointed in connection with the nomination of buildings for the 

award of the R.V.I.A. Street Architecture Medal for the year 1935. 

The Jury recommends that the 1935 Medal be 
awarded to the building of the Shell Co., of Australia, 
Ltd., 163 William Street, Melbourne, for which the 
Architects were Messrs. A. & K. Henderson, of 4 
Bank Place, Melbourne. 

It is the opinion of the Jury that the facade of this 
building has considerable merit, and is entirely appro-
priate to its requirements. 

As contemporary architecture, the facade is a complete 
and satisfactory solution of what an office building 
should be. Its proportions are entirely satisfactory, and 
express its construction in an honest and pleasing way, 
no forced treatment or superfluous decoration having 
been adopted. The stringent conditions imposed by 
buildings of this type with regard to a maximum win-
dow area have been frankly accepted and well overcome. 

The faiencework to the ground floor walls gives that 
desired dignity and quality which has sufficient contrast, 
and yet is in complete harmony with the buff coloured 
terra cotta on the main shaft of the building, which is  

relieved by dull silvered panels between the sills and 
heads of the windows. 

Throughout the detail is both fresh and delightful, and 
shows careful thought and discretion in its application, 
with the result that while the building may not excite 
at first impression, it is thoroughly pleasing and com-
plete in its conception. 

BOARD OF ARCHITECTURAL EDUCATION 

Inspection o f Gordon Institute of Technology, Gee-
long.—Representatives of the Board made an official 
inspection of the above named Institute on November 
9th. 

Faculty o f Architecture, Melbourne University.—
Messrs. F. L. Klingender (F.), Chas. E. Serpell (F.), 
E. F. Billson (A.) and W. O. McCutcheon (A.) have 
been appointed representatives of the R.V.I.A. on the 
Faculty of Architecture for the year 1936. 
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HOUSING PROGRESS ABROAD 
An address given before the members cf the Royal Victorian Institute of Architects 

by Mr. L. M. Perrott, F.R.I.B.A., F.R.A.I.A. 

N offering these few short notes on the progress of 
housing abroad, I have tried briefly to record the 
principal impressions I formed at the European and 
London Housing Conferences. 

Any discussion on Housing might well be arranged 
under three separate heads. Namely, (1) cottage es-
tates; (2) subsistence homesteads and (3) slum clear-
ance. There is a strong feeling in Melbourne that our 
housing solution should be solved by building in-
dividual homes for the low wage earner. There is 
little doubt that the individual home is the ideal thing 
to aim at. If it is possible for us to use this as our 
solution of the housing problem, we will, I think, be 
the only country in the world that has been able to do 
it. I am afraid, from my observation, that it is not 
possible. Rather, we must have a little of each type 
of housing. Let us use every endeavour to give as 
many as possible their own homes. As it is not pos-
sible for me to cover these three branches of the housing 
problem in one evening, I have chosen to speak on 
slum clearance work only and to show you the progress 
that is being made abroad in this branch of housing 
work. 

CANADA 

Commencing with Canada, I shall later show you on 
the screen pictures of her principal example of low 
rent housing. This is located in Toronto, and through 
the kindness of Mr. Arnold M. Ivey, President and 
General Manager of the Toronto Housing Company, I 
was given an opportunity to see their development which 
comprises 334 dwelling units. This scheme is the work 
of a Limited Dividend Company whose bonds are guar-
anteed by the City of Toronto. The average rental of 
their dwellings is 20% lower than commercial rates. 
The Company, at the time of my visit, was preparing 
to start on a second project. 

The important housing development in Canada is a 
brief from the National Constructing Council, submitted 
to the Federal Government. This excellent report is 
the outcome of a two years' survey of the leading cities 
of the Dominion. There is also a report on Housing 
and Slum Clearance which covers the City of Montreal. 
This was prepared by a joint committee of the Mon-
treal Board of Trade, and the City Improvement League. 

AMERICA 

America, as I will later show you on the screen, is 
developing some wonderful slum clearance projects. 
The only trouble with American Housing is that it is 
definitely not low-rent housing. The whole housing 
programme is more of an emergency measure to correct 
unemployment. The lowest rent of any Federal Govern- 

ment Housing Project is so far beyond the range of the 
workers that it is impossible for the poorer classes to 
ever enjoy these new dwellings. 

America has seven separate Departments of the Fed-
eral Government actively engaged in Housing, and 
£120,000,000 has been made available by the United 
States Government for this Housing work. 

America's outstanding contribution to the housing 
development of the country is the manner in which the 
Government has given financial aid to the carrying out 
of housing surveys in 64 of the leading cities. These 
surveys have covered a total of 24 million dwelling 
units, housing a population of approximately 
10,000,000. The result is, to-day, that these cities know 
the extent of their overcrowding, the age and state of 
repair of all these houses, whether they are rented, 
owned, to what extent they are mortgaged, and of what 
materials they are constructed. 

(Here the lecturer commented on Sir Raymond 
Unwin's opinion.) 

Their housing programme, up to September of this 
year, covers approved projects totalling 22,500 dwelling 
units and involving the use of 700 acres of land, a good 
deal of which was high priced slum-clearance property. 
The value of these approved projects is £22,500,000. 

(Here comments on the swing back to private 
enterprise with Government aid were made.) 

ENGLAND 

I imagine housing in Great Britain will be of the 
most interest to you. The "set-up" that exists in Great 
Britain to-day has at its head the National Government 
with its Building Acts and Building Subsidy. 

Next would follow the Ministry of Health, which 
is largely responsible for deciding who shall receive 
the subsidy and where it shall be applied. 

The next link in the chain would be the municipality, 
for it is on the municipal bodies that the actual work 
of slum clearance falls. 

The last link in the chain would be the private hous-
ing societies which in many cases function as agents 
of the municipality. 

Municipalities which are carrying out their own hous-
ing work have, as a rule, an "estate" or "housing com-
mittee." These committees handle the acquisition of 
the land, the design and erection of the houses, the 
selection of tenants, the collection of rent, the mainten-
ance, repairs, etc. 

There is a very marked change in the English Hous-
ing Policy. The bulk of activity in the past has been 
devoted to municipal housing estates located on the city 
outskirts. Great Britain felt that all that it had to do 

(Continued on Page 107) 
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SHIPS are very much in the news just now. During 
the past year we have heard much of the Queen 
Mary and of its predecessor and popularly sup-
posed rival, the Normandie. Both of these 

possess, or will possess a great measure of that irresist-
ible double claim to the interest of a modern public 
—the headline distinction of the largest and fastest 
ever." Moreover, it is natural that a people with great 
seafaring traditions should be additionally enthralled 
when it is a British ship in which these qualities are to 
find expression. And recently British ship design was 
again much mentioned in the press when the Orion, 
the largest vessel on the Australian service, was com-
missioned for its maiden voyage, and what is to be the 
largest ship on the South African route was launched 
at Belfast. 

As members of the public, Architects will be pleased 
that shipbuilding has shown, these signs of recovery 
from a long and desperate depression. But the interest 
of Architects in a form of design and workmanship 
in which Britain has excelled for a century does not 
end here. Architects have frequently collaborated in 
the design and decoration of ships, as Mr. Brian 
O'Rorke has done so successfully in the case of the 
Orion. Nor is this all. The most superficial study 
of recent developments in the planning and ,construc-
tion of ships and of buildings makes plain the increas-
ing similarity between the problems which Architects 
and naval Architects are now required to solve. Ma-
terials, equipment and methods of workmanship proved 
successful by their use in the one form of design, have 
often been adopted and become standard practice in 
the other. Until, at the present time, it may be truly 
said that there is not a single building material which 
does not also find a place in the construction or decor-
ation of some vessel now afloat. And the same is the 
case, to an almost equal extent, with service equipment. 

In circumstances such as these, Architects may well 
wonder whether knowledge of value' to their profession 
is not to be gained from the methods employed in the 
design of passenger vessels. There would seem in this 
questioning much that is worth serious thought. 

Many problems which have only become of im-
portance to the Architect in the years since the war, 
have been of vital moment to the designers of ships 
during a whole century. To pass over smaller matters 
(such as steel construction, sound and vibration insula-
tion, centralised heating and mechanical ventilation) 
there are large problems of building practice concern- 

(The following article is published by the courtesy of 
the "Architects' Journal" as an introduction to the 
series of illustrations of the R.M.S. "Orion." Following 
on the address on Naval Architecture which was 
delivered by Mr. F. R. Nicholas in August last, it is 
quite appropriate.) 

ing which lessons may be learnt from the solutions pro-
vided for their equivalents in the construction of ships. 

Since the war the speed of building has greatly in-
creased. And it is significant that two of the chief 
contributions to this faster pace—the progress chart 
and prefabrication—were long ago anticipated in naval 
Architecture. As this pace increases still more, as build-
ing becomes still -drier," so must Architects follow 
their naval fellows still more closely in large scale 
prefabrication. 

Again, in the neat, compact and accessible stowage of 
complicated equipment, ship designers had already had 
long experience when the first few bulbous service pipes 
of buildings were still winding their way along skirt-
ings and up walls. Not all of the maritime solutions 
arrived at in these matters seem wholly satisfactory, but 
all deserve study by those who arrived later in the field. 

And there are other and wider lessons which ship 
design offers to Architects. Each ship is in a sense a 
building—a warehouse  or an hotel, or both—designed 
for an intensely specialised purpose; as time passes 
each building upon land becomes more and more the 
same. In every ship the full utilisation of each small 
space, and often the achievement of an effect of greater 
space, is of the first importance. As population den-
sities increase and site values become greater in our 
large cities, the chief problem of the Architect becomes 
one exactly the same. 

In the future it is inevitable that buildings will be-
come more and more intensely specialised, and the 
function of the Architect must, in consequence, become 
one of even greater responsibility. From the point of 
view of the public in general the value of that function 
will be judged almost entirely by the skill with which 
all the cubic contents of the building are organised to 
ensure their greatest usefulness for their several pur-
poses. As time goes on those cubic contents will get 
smaller, and the equipment and services which must be 
planned within them ever larger. A study of the 
solutions arrived at in a field of design in which those 
conditions have always been present in a most intense 
form might well be repaying. It would seem that the 
Architects of sea and land might learn much by the 
interchange of ideas. And we offer this suggestion 
to the R.I.B.A. in the hope that some joint meetings 
may be arranged next session. Solving problems twice 
over is an expensive form of progress." 
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was to build attractive cottage homes at a reasonably 
low rental and that people would be attracted away 
from their slum dwellings. To use the exact words of 
Sir Hilton Young, the Minister of Health, "This proved 
a delusion." 

Both the Government and the Ministry of Health 
realised that so vast an expansion of municipal housing 
estates was wrong. Towns were being surrounded by 
belts of houses which in many cases increased traffic 
problems and rendered the reaching of the country by 
children, still more difficult. 

The so called attraction of individual homes, each 
possessing its own garden, may be right enough for the 
white collar worker, but the low wage earner is almost 
always engaged in manual labour and when he gets 
home he prefers to rest and to spend the week-end in 
going out with his children, not in toiling in the garden. 
Everybody likes a garden, but most workers would 
rather have a public one with someone else to do the 
work, and that is what he actually gets in the new 
blocks of workers' flats. The amount of money that 

must be spent in needless travel, together with the 
hours which are absorbed in travelling every week, 
added to a man's ordinary working day, take away all 
the advantages which the curtailment of the actual 
hours of work afford. 

This change in Britain's Housing Policy meant the 
withdrawal of all forms of Government aid except in 
slum clearance work. The Government subsidy to-day 
stands at the basic figure of £6 a year per flat payable 
for forty years, subject to an increase in cases in which 
land cost exceeds a certain figure. In all cases the 
Local Authorities will contribute an amount equal to 
half the exchequer subsidy. 

Great Britain, with its power of eminent domain, 
adopts the attitude that the owner who has allowed his 
property to get into a slum condition ought to bear a 
substantial share in the loss associated with the slum 
clearance. English law provides that in a slum clear-
ance area nothing whatever is paid for the building that 
is declared part of the clearance area. If the site is to 
be used for rehousing the people who live there, the 

Eitlir.:#V ir 

MUNICIPAL HOUSING, WORKERS' FLATS, LIVERPOOL 
L. H. KEAY, F.R.I.B.A., Architect. 
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PRIVATE SOCIETY HOUSING, NORTH KENSINGTON 

MESSRS. HENDRY & SCHOOLING, Architects. 

authorities only pay the value of the site for housing 
purposes. 

Starting from the year 1919 Great Britain has built 
more than 22 millions of houses. Roughly 2,000,000 
of these have been built with state assistance. The 
capital expenditure on the dwellings built with state 
assistance is over £670,000,-
000, and £420,000,000 of 
this expenditure was made by 
Local Authorities. Govern-
ment subsidies for housing 
exceed £137,000,000. 

Up to March of this year, 
the London County Council 
had provided 68,629 dwel- 
ling units housing a popula- 	. r  
Lion of 307,000 persons. 

The lowest rent of a two-
roomed L.C.C.. flat ranges 

• 
RIGHT 

WORKERS' FLATS, 
BRNO, CZECHOSLOVAK! 

,fir; JOSEF POLASEK, 

Architect. 

• 

from 4/- to 15/-, while a three-roomed flat ranges 
from 6/2 to 20/2. 

Last year the London County Council rent roll was 
£2,603,000. The greatest demand for London County 
Council housing is still in the central district. 

To appreciate the work of the housing committee, it 
may be mentioned that in the past year the L.C.C. had 
94,000 personal applicants and 130,000 written ap-
plicants for their dwellings. 

The London County Council Housing Repair staff 
employs 2,145 workmen. 

London alone has 22 private housing societies, the 
largest of which would be the Sutton Dwelling Trust. 
The original founder of this Trust left an amount of 
£2,000,000 for the purpose of housing the poor. Their 
developments provide housing for 6,700 families. Pre-
ference is given to tenants having large families Many 
of these private housing societies are associated with 
church or religious bodies, notably the St. Pancras 
Housing Improvement Society, which has raised share 
capital of £300,000 and is at present on its way to the 
raising of a further £150,000. These people have car-
ried out excellent slum reclamation work in the city 
of London. Their dwellings to-day have an annual 
rent roll of £18,000. 

I imagine many Australians would say it is unfair 
to be quoting the housing programme of a city like 
London as offering any help to the solution of our 
housing problem in Melbourne. That is true, but I 
do think it is reasonable to contrast the progress made 
in some of the provincial cities with what might be 
done in Melbourne. 

Birmingham is a city with approximately 1,000,000 
population. It has acquired and to-day owns 4,500 
acres of land for workers' housing. It has erected 
44,289 dwelling units and has spent on housing 
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£21,664,000 and at the time of our visit it had con-
tracts running that will carry this figure to £25,500,000. 
Two-bedroom dwelling units rent at 6/5 to 7/6 per 
week including rates and taxes. Their five-year pro-
gramme covers the demolition of 10,000 unfit dwelling3. 
Their municipal rent roll to-day stands at £1,363,000 
per annum. Their arrears in rent for the past year 
were .23% of the possible collection. 

The city of Birmingham sent the Lord Mayor and a 
Committee of nine to visit Europe and the Continent. 
They visited seven of the larger cities, such as Berlin, 
Prague, Vienna, etc., for the purpose of studying the 
housing work which had been effected in those places. 

At the conclusion of the 'report which they fur-
nished on their return, they stated that "for the pur-
pose of rehousing people at present living in con-
gested and unhealthy areas and where people require 
to dwell in the same vicinity, our investigations have 
satisfied us that both adults and young children can be 
housed quite satisfactorily, comfortably, and happily 
in a flat or tenement dwelling under perfectly healthy 
conditions." 

Bolton, a small industrial town some 12 miles from 
Manchester, having a population of 180,000 has, since 
1919, erected some 6,825 municipal dwelling units 
involving an expenditure of £2,623,000. They were 
erecting, at the time of our visit, three-bedroom non-
parlour dwellings at a cost of £309, while two-bedroom 
non-parlour dwellings were costing £272. 

Liverpool, with its population of 860,000, has built 
municipal dwelling units to the extent of 30,603 and 
12% of the city's population is to-day living in muni-
cipal houses. Their investment in  this housing work 
stands to-day at over £17,000,000. 

Liverpool has slightly over 13,000 unfit houses, ap-
proximately, and 11,000 of these displaced families are 
to be re-housed in flats on the clearance areas. The 
expenditure on this initial effort will reach £7,730,000. 

CHICAGO SLUM CLEARANCE— 
NEGRO HOUSING SCHEME 

Liverpool flats, including rates, range from 7/9 for 
a two-bedroom flat to 9/3 for a three-bedroom flat. 

Leeds, with which of course many of you are familiar, 
has a population of 485,000. The outstanding thing 
in Leeds to-day is of course their five-year programme 

which calls for the demolition 
of 30,000 unfit dwellings. 
They had, at the time of our 
visit, two vast flat projects in 
hand. One area, Sweet Street, 
was being cleared of 1,800 
properties, while the other de-
velopment being cleared is 
known as the Quarry Hill 
Area and contains 66 acres, 
23 acres are to be used for 
housing and the balance 
town-planned for industrial 

(Continued on Page 112) 
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MINUTES OF GENERAL MEETI\GS 
Held at Kelvin Hall, Melbourne, on 

Thursday, 31st October, 1935 at 8 p.m. 

alienated for commercial and factory purposes. The 
Institute Council was strongly of the opinion that in 
the event of the hospital being removed to another area 
at least part of the present site should be reserved for 
the purpose of the extension of the Public Library, 
Museums and National Gallery of Victoria. The Coun-
cil felt, however, that a determined effort should be 
made so that the whole of the site, which was prob-
ably one of the last remaining blocks ever likely to be 
available for the establishment and maintenance of a 
city cultural centre, should be definitely conserved for 
all time to provide for the cultural needs of the com-
munity. In response to an invitation extended by the 
Trustees of the Public Library, Museums and National 
Gallery, the President had accepted appointment at the 
request of the Council to represent the R.V.I.A. in 
acting with the Trustees in this matter. The President 
drew attention to the proposed holding of a public 
meeting at the Melbourne Town Hall on the 7th 
November for the purpose of urging the retention of 
the site for cultural purposes, and asked that as many 
members as possible should attend such meeting. The 
remarks of the President were supported by Cr. 
Hamilton. 

"Sidelights on Architecture Abroad."—Mr. Harold 
W. Clapp, M.I.E.E., M.Inst.T., Chairman, Victorian 
Railways Commissioners, addressed the meeting, the 
title of the address being "Sidelights on Architecture 
Abroad," consisting of a discussion on (a) "Influence 
of Architects in Transportation," (b) "Vertical Trans-
portation in High ,Buildings," (c) "Slum Abolition 
and the advent of the Block Flat," (d) "Architecture 
in Railway Stations and Air Terminals," and (e) "The 
Architect as a Civilising Influence." A vote of thanks 
to the speaker for the giving of his address was moved 
by Mr. Alec. S. Eggleston (F.), and after having been 
seconded by the President, was carried with acclamation. 
(The address will be found in another part of the 

Journal.) 
The meeting closed with the serving of light 

refreshments. 

Visitors.—The President extended a welcome to the 
visitors, particularly to Mr. Harold W. Clapp (Chair-
man, Victorian Railways Commissioners), the Principal 
of the Gordon Institute of Technology, Geelong (Mr. 
R. R. Pavia) , and the Art Inspector of the Education 
Department (Mr. W. R. Dean) . 

Minutes.—The Minutes of the General Meeting held 
on 6th August were taken as read, and were confirmed 
on the motion of Mr. Marcus W. Martin, seconded 
by Mr. Stanley T. Parkes. 

Membership.—(a) The President congratulated Mr. 
George R. King (Hon. Fellow) upon His Majesty the 
King having awarded him the Order of the British 
Empire. Mr. King, in returning thanks, expressed 
appreciation of the Institute having elected him to 
Honorary Fellowship. 

(b) A Diploma of Associate Membership was pre-
sented by the President to Mr. Phillip Foster Pearce 
(A.), in absentia. 

The Robert and Ada Haddon Architectural Scholar-
ship of the R.V.I.A.—The President presented to the 
recipients the following-stated prizes which had been 
awarded them in respect of the Robert and Ada Had-
don Architectural Scholarship of the R.V.I.A. for the 
year 1935:— 

First Prize (Scholarship of £300, Silver Medal and 
Certificate) —Mr. Alan J. Ralton (A.) , in 
absentia. 

Second Prize awarded in respect of the Competition 
in Designing and Planning conducted in con-
nection with the Scholarship (Certificate and 
Presentation Book awarded by the President, Mr. 
F. L. Klingender)—Mr. Ross W. L. Stubbs 
(A.), in absentia. 

Certificate of Honourable Mention awarded in respect 
of the Competition—Mr. David B. Windebank 
(A.). 

The William Campbell Memorial Sketching Com-
petition of the R.V.I.A.—The President presented to 
Mr. J. H. McConnell the first prize (Bronze Medal, 
Certificate and Presentation Book) which had been 
awarded him in respect of the William Campbell Me-
morial Sketching Competition of the R.V.I.A. for the 
year 1935. The drawings which had been submitted 
in the Competition were exhibited to the meeting. 

Melbourne Hospital Site.—The President drew at-
tention to a proposal which had been made by the State 
Government that the present site of the Royal Mel-
bourne Hospital should be sold for the purpose of 
financing the erection of a new hospital building else-
where, and stated that the Institute Council viewed the 
proposal with great apprehension in view of the pos-
sibility of the site being completely and permanently 

Held at Kelvin Hall, Melbourne, on 

Monday, 25th Nov., 1935 at 8.15 p.m: 

Visitors. 	The President extended a welcome to the 
visitors, particularly to the President of the Electrical 
Federation, Victoria (Mr. F. A. Gordon) and to Cr. 
R. H. Solly, a member of the Melbourne City Council 
and Hon. Treasurer of the Building Industry Congress 
of Victoria. 

Minutes.—The Minutes of the General Meeting held 
on 31st October were taken as read, and were con-
firmed on the :motion of Mr. Colin C. McKenzie (A.), 
seconded by Mr. Serpell (F.) . 

Apologies.—Apologies for non-attendance were re-
ceived from the Minister of Public Works (the Hon. 
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G. L. Goudie, M.L.C.), the Minister of Labour (the 
Hon. M. W. J. Bourchier, M.L.A.), the General Sec-
retary of the Fire Underwriters' Association of Victoria 
(Mr. E. E. Vines) and Messrs. Percy Everett, Marcus 
W. Martin, Gordon Murphy (Fellows), W. O. McCut-
cheon (Associate), J. G. Gillespie, J. H. Harriott and 
W. B. McCann. 

Membership.—(a) The President extended to Mr. 
Perrott a welcome to Melbourne following his return 
that month from a tour of England, the Continent and 
America. 

(b) On the nomination of Mr. McKenzie (A) and 
Mr. Alec. S. Eggleston (F.) , Mr. Eric Hughes (A.) 
and Cr. John S. Gawler (F.) were appointed 
scrutineers in respect of a ballot for the elevation of 
Gordon John Sutherland (A.) to Fellowship of the 
Institute and for the election of Alan Bogle, Walter 
Alan Devereux, Robert Alec. Eggleston and Marcus 
Hope Norris to Associateship of the Institute. The 
President announced later that the afore-named can-
didates had been elected. 

Street Architecture Medal.—The President presented 
the report of the Examining Jury which had been ap-
pointed in connection with the nomination of buildings 
for the award of the R.V.I.A. Victorian Street Architec-
ture Medal for the year 1935, which report recom-
mended that the medal be awarded for the building of 
the Shell Company of Australia Limited, 163 William 
Street, Melbourne, the design and construction of which 
had been carried out by Messrs. A. & K. Henderson 
& Partners, Architects. Mr. Eggleston (F.) moved "That 
the report and recommendation of the Jury be adopted." 
Seconded by Mr. C. P. Smart (F.) and carried with 
acclamation. The President announced that in view of 
the absence of the principal of the firm of successful 
architects (Mr. Kingsley A. Henderson) overseas, the 
Council had taken action with a view to the Lord 
Mayor of Melbourne presenting the Medal to Mr. Hen-
derson following his return to Melbourne. 

(The report of the Jury appears in another part 
of the Journal.) 

"Recent Developments of the Architectural Profes-
sion and the Building Industry Overseas."—An illus-
trated address entitled "Recent Developments of the 
Architectural Profession and the Building Industry Over-
seas" was given by Mr. Leslie M. Perrott, F.R.I.B.A., 
F.R.A.I.A., Vice-President of the Institute, the address 
dealing among other matters with the provision of 
housing for low-wage earners and the abolition of 
slums. Arrangements for the publication of the ad-
dress in the Institute Journal have been made. A vote 
of thanks to the speaker for the giving of his address 
was moved by Cr. Gawler (F.) , and after having been 
seconded by the President of the Electrical Federation, 
Victoria (Mr. F. A. Gordon) and supported by Cr. 
Solly, Mr. Yuncken and Mr. Billson, was carried with 
acclamation. 

(An abstract of the address will be found in another 
part of the Journal.) 

The meeting closed with the serving of light 
refreshments. 

want  

CODE OF ETHICS  

The attention of members is particularly directed to 
the requirements which are enumerated under Clause 3 
in the Code of Ethics. 

. 	. 3. A member must not advertise nor offer 
his services by means of circulars or otherwise. He 
may, however, sign his buildings when completed, 
publish illustrations or descriptions of his work, and 
exhibit his name outside his office and on buildings 
in course of execution, including those where he is 
acting as Architect for alterations and additions, pro-
vided it is done in an unostentatious manner, and the 
lettering of his name does not exceed three inches in 
height. With the client's approval, any such board 
may remain for a period not exceeding two months 
after the completion of the building, provided they 
do not display 'to let' or 'for sale' or similar notices, 
but they may indicate that the plans can be seen at 
the Architect's office. 	. 	. 	... 

(Members may remember that in the highly inter-
esting address with which the Hon. R. G. Menzies 
favoured the Institute a few months ago, he specially 
emphasised the fact that in a profession, there should 
be no need for any printed "code of ethics" for the 
purpose of governing the procedure of members. Mem-
bers of other professions understood perfectly, the be-
haviour which is expected of them and they framed 
their conduct accordingly. The fact that it should be 
necessary to remind members that certain rules exist, 
which in the case of other professions are un-written 
laws and are very closely observed, should be laid to 
heart by all members who are anxious to uphold the 
dignity and high character which we are all endeavour-
ing to foster. The exhibiting, on buildings which are 
in progress, of the names of their designers, should, 
where done at all, be done in as unostentatious a man-
ner as possible.—Ed.) 

NOTES FROM MINUTES 

OF COUNCIL 

The Council has approved of the proposals of the 
Building Industry Congress regarding the organisation 
of the building industry in Victoria and the registra-
tion proposals which may arise therefrom. 

The Council has addressed the State Government and 
also the Melbourne City Council, relative to the carry-
ing out of extensive building operations by those bodies 
and has also protested to the City Council against the 
policy of the Council in proposing to erect buildings 
in the City for letting purposes, and has also urged the 
City Council to consider the desirability of creating a 
Civic Square on the site which is now occupied by the 
Western Market. 

Ik 
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HOUSING PROGRESS ABROAD 
(Continued from page 109) 

purposes. The municipality here has built 1,784 flats 
for aged persons. 

Leeds has adopted the Mopin System of reinforced 
concrete for its large flat projects. They are also 
the first people to use the Garchay Refuse System which 
is a French patent. Leeds is also erecting a 500 room 
non-licence hotel for single persons with complete sep-
aration of the sexes. 

It has erected in its main city square three 
demonstration houses, which are completely furnished 
with municipal furniture clearly marked as to price. 
These vast flat projects will contain the following per-
centage of dwelling units. For aged persons, 30% 
Two-bedroom units 12%0, three-bedroom units 472%0, 
four-bedroom units 5% and five-bedroom units 5%. 
(Here the lecturer commented upon the accommodation 
relative to family needs. The rent charged amounted 

to 10%.) 
The story of the progress in Europe to provide 

housing for the low wage earner is one with which 
many of you are familiar. 

Vienna, with its 58,000 municipal dwelling units, 
within a radius of 3 miles of the city, representing a 
cost of twenty-three million pounds and housing 1i-
million people ($ of the city's population). 

Germany, with its three million dwelling units, built 
since 1919. 80% of this housing had some form of 
Government aid. 

Berlin has either built or given financial assistance 
to some 200,000 dwelling units. Hamburg, a city 
comparable to Melbourne, has 45,000 dwelling units. 

The city of Prague in Czecho Slovakia has erected a 
total of 67,000 workers' dwelling units. 

Holland, has since 1919, built 450,000 dwelling 
units, and 250,000 of these have had State or Municipal 
assistance. 

Possibly the most noticeable change associated with 
European Housing Policy is the attention which is 
being given to subsistence homesteads, particularly in 
Germany. There is no doubt that the large number of 
unemployed has caused this change in policy. Both 
Hitler and Mussolini feel, if the people—particularly 
the unemployed—can be placed in a position to grow 
part of their own food stuffs, they offer less of a prob-
lem to the nation. 

My observation would prompt me to say that we can 
learn more from Holland than from any other country 
on this matter of housing. 

Rent is the important factor in workers' housing. 
On this basis, we must give first place to Vienna. Here 
it is possible to rent a three-bedroom dwelling for 3/-
a week. Next in line would come Mexico, followed 
closely by Holland. Municipal Housing in Holland 
has rents for an average of 5/- for a three-bedroom 
dwelling. Germany's three bedroom dwelling runs to 
13/-, while in England, it is 15/- for a three-bedroom 
unit. America's cheapest Federal Housing Projects 
run to 35/- per week for a three-bedroom dwelling 
unit. At Prague Congress, the delegates from Russia 
spoke of rent in their country as being 10% of the 
tenant's earnings. 

In making a comparison of rents in the different 
countries, we must bear in mind that the cost of land 
is a big factor. One of Rotterdam's largest municipal 
developments was built on land that cost the munici-
pality is. 5d. per square foot with all improvements, 
while the average price being paid for slum clearance 
sites in America was around £2 per square foot. 

Holland, like England, has erected large numbers of 
municipal dwellings, but the greater amount of their 
housing comes from public utility societies operating 
with a municipal guarantee. 

The feature that impressed one most in Dutch housing 
is the manner in which they economize space to reduce 
house cubage. 

Before passing on to the collection of photographs 
I will show you on the screen, I shall explain the 
reason for such a large percentage covering Dutch 
housing work. It is my own opinion we can learn 
more from studying the housing progress in Holland 
than possibly from any other country in the world. 
Holland, like Australia, has a strong leaning towards 
the individual home for her low wage earners. They 
have, of course, many blocks of workers' flats because 
these are essential in any city possessing high price 
slum land, but the actual work of bringing the in-
dividual home within the reach of the low wage earner, 
has been possibly the greatest success in Dutch housing 
work. 

ALTERATION TO ARTICLES OF ASSOCIATION OF THE INSTITUTE 
Extraordinary Meeting held on Monday, 25th November, 1935 

(2) The Annual Election of Office-Bearers and Mem-
bers of Council shall be conducted by means of a 
postal ballot instead of as in the former manner. (The 
exact wording of the alterations has already been pub-
lished to members in the notice issued on 16th October 
last.) 
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At the Extraordinary Meeting which was held on 
25th November last, the following alterations were 
approved:— 

(1) The President shall be ex-officio a member of the 
Board of Architectural Education. 
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