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N addressing you this evening. as your newly-elected 
President, it is natural that I should do so with a 
certain amount of diffidence. My predecessors, in 
their addresses, have expressed such high ideals, 

which have been couched in such well rounded phrases, 
that I feel that I am entering the lists against cham-
pions. If, however, any remarks which I may make, 
have the effect of advancing the status of the profession 
and the well-being of our members, even in the smallest 
degree, I will be more than satisfied. 

Architecture may be said to have begun, as an art, 
with the more pretentious and permanent buildings of 
various countries and peoples. These were constructed 
with a wide variety of materials, but whatever the 
material used, a building requires to be planned before-
hand and its erection needs to be supervised by a mind 
skilled in drafting and in the use of dimensions and 
which is endowed with an artistic sense of proportion 
and fitness. Each portion of a building, whether a 
wall, a pillar, a doorway, window or cornice, must be 
of such proportions as will delight the eye and produce 
upon the mind a feeling of pleasure. As the sculptor 
relies upon form and the musician upon harmony, so 
the genuine Architect must rely upon perfection of 
proportion and detail such as will please the observer. 
Such is a short description of the art of Architecture 
and an indication of what all students of the art should 
aspire to. Whatever work an Architect has in view, 
let him give of his best. 

When my predecessor delivered his inaugural address 
in 1933, the whole community was suffering severely 
from the effects of the depression, which was, at that 
time, showing signs of lifting. The Architectural pro- 

fession, which is so dependent upon the investing and 
spending power of the public, was one of the greatest 
sufferers during the 'depression period. The experience 
was, however, not without its benefits however dis-
tasteful the lesson may have been. . It demonstrated to 
many young men that times cannot always be good and 
that invariably the period of prosperity is followed 
by a time of lower spending power and,  general reduc-
tions in incomes. This is proved by graphs, which have 
been compiled from statistics that havé been taken over 
the last 60 years. There are certain idealists who state 
that during prosperous times everyone, including Gov-
ernments, and Municipalities, should put something aside 
for a rainy day by exercising certain economies, but 
human nature applies to these bodies` as well as to in-
dividuals, and this, being what it is, such good advice 
is rarely followed. At the present time the graph is 
on the ascendant. The building permits for greater 
Melbourne issued for the twelve months ending May 
31st, 1933, amounted to £2,612,492 in value, and for 
the same period ending May 31st last, this amount was 
raised to £5,630,549, being an increase of £3,018,057. 

I am happy in being able to hold out to the members 
of our profession hope that the peak has not yet been 
reached. There are many building projects of consider-
able magnitude under consideration in which our pro-
fession should take a prominent part. Every encour-
agement is being given by Governments to gold mining 
ventures of a promising nature. Our present recovery 
is due largely to the increased production of gold in 
Australia, due undoubtedly to the enhanced price of 
gold. The value of gold produced in 1934, namely, 
£7,544,491, is an indication of what the industry means 
to us all. This year it is expected to reach £10,000,000. 
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The Architects Registration Act, as passed in 1922, 
is still on the statute book. A new bill was drafted 
by a Parliamentary draftsman some time ago, and our 
Institute had great hopes that this would be passed by 
the Argyle Government; as however, this has not been 
done, our hopes now centre upon the present Govern 
ment, which may rid us of the many disabilities under 
which our profession is labouring. A very serious 
handicap is placed upon members of our profession, 
who have spent years in training and study and then 
find when they have reached the stage at which 
they can honestly call themselves "Architects," and feel 
they are properly equipped to carry out works, 
that there are men who have received no training what-
ever and no building experience, who are similarly 
allowed to call themselves architects and to practice as 
such. What is the use of the training at the University, 
the Architectural Atelier, the Technical Schools and the 
excellent work performed by the Board of Architectural 
Education, when such a state of affairs is allowed to con-
tinue ? The present act provides that Architects having 
proper qualifications, may register and call themselves 
"Registered Architects." I ask you, how many of the 
people who contemplate building, trouble themselves to 
as'ertain whether the Architect to whom they propose to 
entrust their work (entailing the investment of their capi-
tal) is or is not a "Registered Architect?" Very many do 
not know that such a distinction exists. The remedy 
is, to limit the use of the title "Architect" itself, to 
those who are properly qualified to use it. We would 
then be in line with most of the other Australian States, 
whose Architects have the protection which has, so fa r, 

been denied to us in Victoria. 

I am sorry to say that there is an increasing tendency 
among some members of the community, to have im-
portant building works carried out without the assist-
ance of an Architect. This is due, in some cases to 
want of knowledge of the benefits of employing Archi-
tectural assistance, and in other cases perhaps, in the 
expectation of saving the Architect's fees. It may also 
be due in yet other instances, to the very matter of the 
Registration Act before referred to, through an unfor-
tunate experience in a previous case, due to the engag-
ing of the services of an unqualified person. Our 
obvious course as a body, is to spare no effort to obtain 
the passing of a new Bill, and as individuals, to give 
such good service to our clients, as will make us indis-
pensable. The Medical and Legal professions are pro-
perly guarded against intrusion by outsiders—why are 
not the members of our profession? Government and 
Municipalities, as well as the general public, spend large 
sums of money every year in the erection of buildings. 
These edifices help to form the cities and towns in 
which we take great pride, but in most cases, private 
Architects have no say in the designing and erection of 
these buildings. The Institute feels very strongly, that 
when buildings of sufficient importance are under con-
sideration, we should be allowed to submit designs in 
competition. The advantages of such a course are ob-
vious. The promoters of the scheme would have a 
choice of designs submitted by the best Architectural 
brains in the Commonwealth. and would have ideas  

put before them of which they would probably have 
had no previous conception. It is well known that 
an Architect, when preparing his work for competition, 
gives of his very best, in his endeavour to secure the 
honour and the tangible benefits attached to the win-
ning of the prize. The holding of competitions would 
give work to many more draftsmen and thus, to a cer-
tain extent, relieve such men of unemployment. In 
addition, many Architects have a strong business sense, 
and their advice, from an economic side, as expressed 
in their designs submitted, would be of great value 
We strongly urge that the State Government should 
employ the services of Architects in private practice for 
the purpose of carrying out Architectural work for State 
Departments. The establishment of public departments 
for the carrying out of Architectural work is opposed 
to the best interests of the community and the profes-
sion and it constitutes unwarranted competition with 
private practice. 

The imposition of the Federal Land Tax, which was 
introduced in 1909 with the object of breaking up the 
large estates, has had a most serious effect upon the 
building industry. We should urge the Federal Gov-
ernment to repeal this tax in the interests of the whole 
of Australia. Owing to the gradual development of 
a city in accordance with the increase of population and 
the growth of commerce, buildings are erected as the 
demand for accommodation increases. The natural result 
of this, without the intervention of the Federal Land 
Tax, would be increased building activity. 

But a strong deterrent is imposed by the Federal 
U`overnment in the Tax on land which is payable upon 
the improved value and whether the land is productive 
of income or not! As mortgages enter largely into 
association with building schemes, it must be noted 
that under this Tax a mortgagee becomes liable for pay-
ment of Land Tax which takes preference over the 
title. 

There was one case of many in which a mortgagee 
foreclosed and was called upon to pay £900 arrears of 
Land Tax before he could obtain a Title. There are 
other cases in which the accumulated Taxes were such 
that there was no surplus in the property after realising 
and paying the Taxes! 

The withdrawal of this Tax would materially assist 
the development of city areas on modern lines, by re-
moving the necessity of erecting economically unprofit-
able buildings on small sites. It would also encourage 
the investment of overseas capital in Australian 
mortgages. 

Melbourne is in process of being re-built and the 
Institute is whole-heartedly supporting all real improve-
ments to the city, but there are some unspeakable eyesores 
which should be dealt with at once and in a manner 
acceptable to the aesthetic taste of the community. One 
of these is the stretch of the river between Queen's 
Bridge and Spencer Street Bridge. This portion of 
the river was vacated by shipping when the latter 
bridge was built, and since then the disused wharves 
and sheds have gradually been allowed . to decay and 
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to become, if possible, more unsightly than when they 
were graced by the presence of shipping. There is a 
tendency amongst our authorities to procrastinate and 
this is a distinct reflection upon the whole community. 
Here is an opportunity for our City Council, at no 
great expense, to create a thing of beauty out of a 
scene of ugliness. 

Without entering into any controversy as to the ulti-
mate use to which "Fisherman's Bend" is to be devoted, 
we are of opinion that no indiscriminate sales of land 
should be authorised until a properly planned lay-out, 
which would allot defined spaces to the various pur-
poses to which the land is to be put, has been effected. 
At the very entrance to the city, we have an area of 
flat land, the future of which requires to be very care-
fully considered, before even one section is disposed 
of. An admirable plan was prepared by the Metro-
politan Town-Planning Commission, which provided 
for the development of this area for industrial and 
housing purposes, and for the making of proper pro-
vision for arterial roads and park spaces as well as 
for shipping and rail facilities. That plan should be 
carefully studied before any sales take place. 

The new headquarters of the Royal Institute of British 
Architects, in Portland Place, London, which their 
Majesties the King and Queen opened in November 
last, deserves mention. 	I had the privilege of 
being present. The opening ceremony afforded an 
illustration of the importance which the Royal Institute 
of British Architects has assumed in the minds of the 
British people. I was immensely impressed by this. 
The Institute has just celebrated the hundredth anniver-
sary of its foundation and it is now a very powerful 
organisation, which is working in the interests of Archi-
tects and of Architecture generally. 

The Architectural profession has, for many years, 
realised the necessity for arriving at some sort of stan-
dardisation of municipal building regulations. The 
Regulations Committee of the Building Industry Con-
gress has had many meetings during the last eighteen 
months, and it has made definite progress up to a cer-
tain point, but true building regulations have not yet 
been considered. The consideration of these is proving 
to be too great an undertaking to be engaged in by 
an honorary committee, and it has been suggested that 
full-time or part-time assistance should be engaged in 
order to expedite matters and to reduce the great de- 

 

mands which are made upon the time of the members 
of the committee. Even when the whole matter comes 
to be finished with, the decisions can only be submitted 
as a recommendation to the various municipalities, each 
of which may, or may not, adopt them. I will quote 
from a short article which has been recently published: 
"In all other industries, any regulation that exists, is 
on a State-wide or National basis. In the Building 
Industry, regulations and restrictions are imposed by 
municipal- councils and by a number of Governmental 
and semi-Governmental bodies. In Victoria, there are 
about 190 municipalities of various sorts, 39 of which 
are in the area covered by `Greater Melbourne.' All 
the latter have their building regulations, as have all 
the larger provincial towns and many of the country 
shires. In addition, there are the regulations of :- 

The Public Health Dept. governing Public Buildings. 

Shops and Factories Act. 

M.M.B.W. and Other Sewerage Authorities. 

State Electricity Commission. 

Lift Regulations, and finally, 

The Fire Underwriters' Association. 

"Throughout this mass of regulations, there is little 
attempt at standardisation or co-ordination. Two bodies 
with different requirements, often have jurisdiction over 
the same matter. Adjacent municipalities draft their 
regulations with little or no regard one for the other, 
and we find practices which, on one side of a street 
are considered safe, or desirable, being condemned as 
unsafe or insanitary on the other side. There is no 
standardisation of arrangement and that makes compari-
son difficult. Some of the regulations are reasonably 
up-to-date, others have not been revised for several 
years. Some are not even in print and others are largely 
superseded by unprinted special rulings of the local 
Building Surveyor." 

Such is the chaotic position as it exists in Victoria 
to-day, and it is the task of the Regulations Committee 
of the Building Industries Congress to endeavour to 
bring some measure of order out of the chaos. 

In conclusion, I would like to state that I have deter-
mined that during my tenure of office, I will devote 
my time and energy to the promotion of the advance-
ment of Architecture and the well-being of our 
profession. 
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SAND ENGRAVED GLASS 
THE MODERN MEDIUM FOR INTERIOR 

AND EXTERIOR DECORATION 

(Contributed by Mr. W. F. Davey) 

T
O think of "glass" is to think almost instinctively 
of light and space. Therein lies the fundamental 
fascination of this substance. A piece of quartz, 
a diamond, a crystal globe, a mirror or a window 

are all 'alike, fascinating in that they transmit; diffuse, 
deflect or reflect light and they appeal to vision. No 
other material available to the architect enables him to 
use, as an element in design, the brilliance and beauty 
of light itself or to enjoy an unrestricted view. 

Unquestionably this factor has been a compelling and 
inspiring force in the tremendous development of glass 
for architectural use during the past two decades. 
Creative minds have imagined interiors in which glass 
would be used in conjunction with light as a decorative 
element capable of producing an unlimited variety of 
effects. They have imagined tall structures solidly en-
cased in glass which would reflect the changing light 
by day and lend themselves to marvellous illumination 
by night. They have imagined new uses for old forms 
under conditions which have never before been pos-
sible. These thoughts are no longer dreams for to-day, 
they are fast becoming a reality. 

As an aesthetic element in architectural deign, glass 
has come into real prominence only within the last 
decade. Recognition of its potentialities  by leading 
designers, coupled with revolutionary technical progress 
made within the industry, is responsible for its rapid 
progress. 

Within the category of architectural glass are (1) 
Moulded Glass, in which form and pattern are produced 
by use of a mould; (2) Pressed Glass, which may be 
similar in character to the moulded glass, the design 
being formed by a pressing rather than a casting pro-
cess, but which ordinarily means commercial flat glass 
having a pattern pressed; upon one or both surfaces ; and 
(3) Plate or other Flat Glasses to which a design is 
applied by Sand Blasting or Acid Etching after the 
glass has been produced in plain form. 

The use of Moulded Glass and Pressed Glass archi-
tecturally in Australia has been of very little consequence 
so far, but the rapidly growing use of "Sand Blasted" 
or "Sand Engraved" Glass is very noticeable and is 
largely due to the demand of our progressive architects 
and the skill of our craftsmen in being able to produce 
work equal to the best that is produced abroad. Some 

of the uses to which this glass is being put and the 
manner of its creation should prove of value and of 
interest to readers. 

Engraving on glass is not new. Processes such as 
the use of a wheel, or etching by means of acid, are 
very old. It is largely contended that the discovery of 
sand-blasting (the pressing of sand on to an object by 
compressed air) was attributed to observations which 
were made regarding the effect which the sand storms 
of the Mohave Desert had on the clear glass windows 
of a house. 

The first attempts to use this agent commercially were 
made with the aid of steam under compression, but the 
steam had the effect of clogging the sand, and the pro-
cess was not a success until the advent of compressed 
air. Since this was introduced, the use of the sand-blast 
for engraving glass—as well as for the cleaning of 
metal—has grown apace. 

Architects and decorators very quickly realised that 
there were great possibilities in the use of engraved 
glass for both interior and exterior decoration and at 
the Exhibition of Decorative Arts in Paris, in 1925, 
it was given a prominent place; it is now accepted as 
an established feature of modern decoration. 

In modern buildings in which large flows of light 
are required; sand engraved glass is widely used, large 
surfaces being covered without recourse to the use of 
lead or iron, and one gets the pleasing effects which 
result from the silver tones of the engraving harmonis-
ing well with the soft shades of modern decorative 
schemes. 

The decorative effect in engraved glass is obtained by 
contrasting and blending opaque and translucent parts 
with transparent portions and also by the opposing of 
engraved parts against flat surfaces. The technique of 
engraving by sand-blasting is extremely accommodating 
and various tones can be obtained from the simple 
satin finish, to the deep and vigorous engraving. By 
this modern process, engraving is not limited to the 
rendering of flat parts, but moulded engraving is also 
possible of attainment, and a wide field has thus been 
opened for the reproduction of flowers, animals, figures, 
etc. The engraver ceases to be merely a practical work-
man; he becomes an artist who, like a sculptor, repro-
duces, true to life, all subjects that may be submitted 
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to him. Striking effects may also be obtained by the 
introduction and judicious use of colours. 

In stores, other buildings and homes, engraved glass 
may be used in transoms for show-windows, 
bank-counter screens, lighting fixtures, office partitions, 
show-case tops, mirrors, clock dials, entrance doors, sky-
lights, ceiling and wall-lighting panels, desk-tops, bath-
room walls, bathroom windows, table tops and false 
windows. It is most suitable for the decoration of shop,  
fronts; used in transoms and pediments, it effectually 
softens the glare of flood-lights, presenting at the same 
time, a decorative effect, and it blends with the general 
style of the shop-front. Sand-blasting allows of the 
cutting of glass to intricate and decorative shapes, such 
as would be hardly possible of attainment by any other 
process, and thus it is possible to make beautiful orna-
ments, as it has the great advantage over pressed glass 
that the provision of costly moulds is unnecessary, 
for the reason that it is not necessary, for economical 
reasons, to turn out the article in large quantities. 

In preparing glass for "design-sand-blasting," a 
plastic material termed "rubber" is applied to one sur-
face, after it has been thoroughly cleaned. The rubber 
is applied with a brush; first, one thin coat which is 
allowed to dry or "cure" for a few hours, after which 
a slightly heavier coat is applied. All designs are per-
forated, then pounced on to the coated side of the glass, 
the design being then cut in its entirety preparatory to 
the sand-blast, the cutting being effected by means of 
a stencil-knife, and the cutting of the rubber is an 
art that can be acquired only by practice. 

The sand-blast operator works in a totally enclosed 
room and wears a suit with head-gear somewhat similar 
to that of a diver, clean air being brought in through 
the helmet for breathing purposes, the operator peering 
through a visor, while the air of the room is continually 
changed to rid it of sand dust. 

Although sand-blasting on glass can be carried to sev-
eral depths or "process," most designs may be executed 
in "two-process work" as effectively as in four or more 
processes. That is, an ordinary surface sand-blast or 
frosting and an interlapping second process of about 
one-sixteenth of an inch in depth. When more than 
one process is used, all are cut at the same time, but 
the rubber from the deepest cut only, is removed. Then, 
it is sand-blasted to one half of the `desired depth. When 
the next cut is removed for a lighter sand-blast, the 
first or deeper cut, attains the required depth at the 
same time, because of its exposure to the second sand-
blast. In the case of four or more depths, the same 
process is repeated. 

The following points should be covered in specifying 
architectural glass:— 

1. Type of glass desired. 
2. Manner in which design is to be executed. 
3. Finish desired. 
4. Polishing, bevelling and grinding information. 

The type of glass should be specified whenever special 
physical properties and colour are important and the 
list given should prove helpful. 

TYPE 
PRACTICAL LIMITATIONS ON 

SIZE OF UNITS 
APPLICATION 

4, $, and i  inch polished plate Up to 60 square ft. Used 	for 	door panels, windows, 
transoms, walls and balustrades. 

4 drawn plate Up to 30 square ft. As polished plate. 

32 oz. and 26 oz sheet glass Up to 20 square ft. Partitions, panels, windows. 

Figured Rolled Glasses, principally 
Rough Cathedral 
Stippolyte 
Pinchead 
Morocco, Flemish 

Up to 10 square ft. Windows, panels, transoms, ceiling 
and wall lighting panels. 

Mirrors—plate glass, clear 	or 	coloured 
(Colour is in glass not in backing.) 

Up to 60 square ft. 
duce 	distortions, 
length and width 
equal — large 

To re- 
keep 

nearly 
mirrors 

To emphasize space and to reflect 
light form and colour as mural 
decoration. 

should be divided into 
smaller units wherever 
possible. 

Opaque, white, black and variety of 
colours 

Up to 20 square ft. Shop fronts, bathrooms, kitchens. 
Combination of different col-
ours. The use of solid black and 
the execution of sand engraved 
patterns on the face. 
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ELEVATION TO LONSDALE STREET 

This illustrates the advantage attached to the provision 
of a show- room on the street level. Those who pass 
along the street may observe, through the windows, the 

whole of the show-room. 
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OFFICE FOR MANAGING DIRECTOR 

In the decorative scheme it has been possible to 
employ many of the products supplied by the owners. 
Texture painted walls and ceilings offer a background 
to wallpaper treatments which are warm and intimate 
in tone. Up to the transom, the walls of the show-
room are treated in modern wall-paper wood veneer 
finish, possessing the feeling of silky oak, and making 
a most attractive neutral setting, which is such an im-
portant thing for the display of varying effects of wall-
paper decoration. Polished Queensland maple in 
natural colour has been used throughout the public 
section of the ground floor ; doors, showcases and cup-
boards, veneered in the same material, indicate the 
decorative possibilities of this Australian timber and 
used with a satin-finished white metal trim it produces 
a note of fineness and delicate piquancy. 

Needful attention has been given to lighting, and 
scientific reflectors are set behind sand-blasted glass 
lightboxes, to combine good illumination of ceiling 
panels and effective intensity for display purposes. 
Floors are of rubber and Australian parquetry. The 
medium of the glass-worker has provided door panels 
of decorative and advertising value, embodying the trade 
insignia of the company sand-blasted in deep relief. 

This building represents an attempt to attain through-
out, a quiet unostentatious harmony and an interior 
which will be representative of modern craft. These 
features, combined with the nature of the firm and its 
status, make the building a notable addition to the busi-
ness houses of Melbourne. 

T
O build well in durable materials has always been 
the object of the true architect. To build well 
with a minimum of cost is the ultimate aim of 
his client. In every field of building, from the 

choragic monument to the industrial, grain elevator, the 
architect of to-day must exercise his judgment to decide 
the limits of aesthetic expression and material cost ; each 
problem presenting its own set of values to be weighed 
and considered, before an appropriate balance is ob-
tained. Nowhere, however, is the demand upon his 
discernment so great as in the field of commercial 
architecture. 

Quite a typical example of this problem is the recently 
completed warehouse in Lonsdale Street for Messrs. 
Alexander, Fergusson Pty. Ltd., a firm of paint 
manufacturers. 

Show space on ground floor for wall-papers with 
sales and despatch departments conveniently situated; 
office space for business administration on both ground 
and first floors and storage space on upper floors, pro-
vide in all, four primary functions for a site admirably 
served with light and air. Three floors and a base-
ment supply floor area sufficient for present require-
ments, but provision for upward extension demanded 
elevational consideration. 

To fulfil the purpose of attracting public interest, 
the showroom portion of the ground floor has been 
designed to invite the attention of passers by, and its 
whole interior is visible, framed in a show-case of 
bronze and plate glass at street level. An essential 
working feature is the arrangement of invoicing and 
despatch departments to provide time saving service for 
customers. Quick communication between departments 
has been facilitated by the installation of pneumatic 
tubes and dictagraph telephones. 

Engineering economy favoured a simple form of re-
inforced concrete structure to carry the heavy loading 
due to storage of paints, white-lead, etc., on upper 
floors, and this form offered little difficulty to the 
designer. Difficulties in planning and construction over-
come, the ultimate problem—the means of expressing 
in the building's main elevation a conservative integ-
rity, which may be construed as the commercial char-
acter or policy of the occupant firm-remained. Strong 
durable materials were considered necessary for this 
purpose. Unglazed terra cotta slabs, shaped and 
moulded, were fired specially to preserve a sufficient 
uniformity of pleasant buff colour, but here and there 
these are flashed with brown and red so as to remain 
in general key. No examples of this description of 
facing were available for inspection in Melbourne and 
its use has been in the nature of an experiment. Each 
tile is secured to the building face by a copper wire 
tie and is firmly bedded in cement mortar. Textured 
brick flanking piers and light toned brick cornices, 
maintain the rugged character which is contrasted only 
by the finely drawn glazing bars and delicately tinted 
opal glass of showcases. 



SHOW- ROOM FOR WALL PAPERS 

ENTRANCE LOBBY TO SALES DEPARTMENT 
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MINUTES OF THE GENERAL M NG 

OF THE INSTITUTE 
Held in the Kelvin Hall on Thursday, 4th July, 1935, at 8 p.m. 

Present—Council Members—Mr. F. L. Klingender 
(President), Crs. T. J. Buchan and R. B. Hamilton and 
Messrs. Charles E. Serpell, W. O. McCutcheon and 
O. A. Yuncken. 

The attendance register recorded the presence of 28 
other members and 17 visitors. 

In Attendance 	Mr. John B. Islip (Secretary) . 

Visitors—The President extended a welcome to the 
visitors, particularly to the Art Inspector of the Educa-
tion Department (Mr. W. R. Dean), Cr. R. H. Solly, 
the Hon. Secretary of the Victorian Advisory Committee 
of the Institution of Civil Engineers, London (Mr. Clive 
S. Steele) , the Secretary of the Standards Association 
of Australia (Southern Section) (Mr. R. O. Boyce) 
and Mr. J. G. Gillespie (a member of the Council of 
the Victorian Institute of Surveyors). 

Minutes—The minutes of the General Meeting held 
on 8th October, 1934,. 	were taken as read and were 
confirmed on the motion of Mr. Alec. S. Hall (A.), 
seconded by Mr. John H. Harvey (F.) . 

Apologies—Apologies for non-attendance were re-
ceived from Messrs. W. A. M. Blackett, A. R. Butler, 
A. E. H. Carleton, W. S. P. Godfrey, Kingsley A. Hen- 
derson, P. A. Oakley (Fellows), Mrs. Lorna Phillips, 
Messrs. Stanley T. Parkes, Phillip F. Pearce, Harry S. 
Winbush (Associates) , the Minister of Public Works 
(the Hon. G. L. Goudie) , Sir Harold Luxton, the Vice-
Chancellor of the University of Melbourne (Dr. R. E. 
Priestley), Professor Henry Payne, the Chairman of the 
Victorian Advisory Committee of the Institution of Civil 
Engineers, London (Mr. J. N. Reeson) , the President 
of the Master Builders' Association of Melbourne (Mr. 
T. A. Pemberton) , the Hon. Secretary of the Institution 
of Engineers, Australia (Melbourne Division) (Mr. 
A. C. Leith) , the Hon. Treasurer of the Electrical Fed-
eration (Victoria) (Mr. W. Tolson), the Secretary of 
the Fire Underwriters' Association of Victoria (Mr. 
E. E. Vines), the Chief of the Division of Forest Pro-
ducts, Council for Scientific and Industrial Research 
(Mr. I. H. Boas), the Principal of the Gordon Institute 
of Technology, Geelong (Mr. R. Pavia) , Miss R. J. 
McCormick and Messrs. W. Russell Grimwade, W. B. 
McCann, A. A. Robertson, F. K. Sampson, H. J. Wag-
staff and J. H. Harriott. 

Membership— (a) Messrs. H. E. Bartlett (A.) and 
A S. Hall (A.) were appointed scrutineers in respect 
of a ballot in connection with the nominations of Colin 
Julian Fitzroy Shaw and Henry Ralph Steains for elec-
tion to Associate Membership of the Institute. The 

President announced later that the afore-named candi-
dates had been elected. 

(b) Diplomas of membership were presented by the 
President to Messrs. R. C. G. Ogilby, J. P. Shimmin, 
F. J. Glennon and Robert Marsh (Associates) . 

Haddon Architectural Scholarship—The President 
announced that the following stated awards had been 
made in respect of the Robert and Ada Haddon Archi-
tectural Scholarship of the R.V.I.A. for the year 1935: 

Scholarship of £300, together with the R.V.I.A. Silver 
Medal and accompanying certificate for the current year 
—Mr. Alan J. Ralton (A.) . 

The President's Prize (donated by Mr. F. L. Klin-
gender) awarded to the author of the drawings placed 
second in the Scholarship Competition—Mr. Ross W. L. 
Stubbs (A.) 

Certificate of Honourable Mention awarded to the 
author of the drawings placed third in order of merit 
In the Scholarship Competition—Mr. D. B. Windebank 
(A.). 

(c) Drawings which had been submitted in the Com-
petition in Designing and Planning held in connection 
with the Scholarship for the year 1935 were exhibited 
to the meeting. 

Inaugural Address of the President—The President 
delivered his address for the session 1935-36 (refer 
this issue pages 45-47). The Chief Architect of the 
Department of Public Works (Mr. Percy Everett) (F.), 
representing the Architects Registration Board of Vic-
toria, proposed a vote of thanks to the President for 
the giving of his address, and in so doing apologised 
for the absence of the Minister of Public Works (the 
Hon. G. L. Goudie, M.L.C.), who had been unable to 
attend because of indisposition. The motion was 
seconded by Alderman Frank Stapley (F.), and after 
having been supported by Mr. Arthur Peck (Life Fel-
low) and the Hon. Secretary of the Victorian Advisory 
Committee of the Institution of Civil Engineers, Lon-
don (Mr. Clive S. Steele) , was carried with acclamation. 

Building Industry Credit Bureau—Mr. McCutcheon, 
who was Chairman of the Building Industry Congress 
Credit Bureau, addressed the meeting regarding the 
work of the Credit Bureau and drew the atténtion of 
members to the recommendation of the Institute Council 
that they should obtain and' utilise the credit informa- 
tion made available regularly by the Bureau. 	Mr. 
McCutcheon pointed out that the functions of the 
Bureau, which was composed of various representative 
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trading groups of the Building Industry, was to provide 
proper information as to those who had failed to meet 
their financial obligations within the terms and con-
ditions of sale. The Institute Council was of the opinion 
that members of the Architectural Profession should 
award contracts only to those persons who were in a 
proper financial position to handle them in a workman-
like manner and in cases in which information furnished 
by the Credit Bureau suggested that a person was fin-
ancially unstable for the execution of a contract, it was 
urged that the architect concerned should make fur-
ther inquiries as to his status and position and take 
every precaution to ensure that in exercising his influ-
ence in the awarding of contracts that the Building 
Industry as a whole, his clients, and he, himself, were 
protected from the risk of employing an unfinancial 
contractor. Mr. McCutcheon asked that members should 
seriously consider joining as Associate Members of the 
B.I.C. with a view to becoming eligible to obtain the 
Credit Bureau information for use in the course of their 
practices, and requested that members should communi-
cate with the Secretary of the Institute for detailed 
particulars. 

Forthcoming General Meetings—A report was re-
ceived from the House Committee advising that it pro- 

posed to arrange the following-stated programme for 
General Meetings of the Institute to be held in 1935:- 
1. An address on "Naval Architecture" to be delivered 

on board an overseas liner. 
2. A "Problem Night." Three leading practitioners 

to be invited to speak for fifteen minutes each re-
garding a problem of general architectural interest 
with which they have been confronted in their prac-
tices. Fifteen minutes' discussion on each problem. 

3. An address of architectural interest regarding the 
use of Timber—by the Chief of the Division of 
Forest Products, Council for Scientific and Industrial 
Research (Mr. I. H. Boas), such address to be given 
at the laboratories of the C.S.I.R. 

4. An address of architectural interest by the Chief 
Commissioner of Railways (Mr. Harold Clapp) . 

5. An address on "The Trend of Architectural Design" 
by Professor Leslie Wilkinson of the School of 
Architecture, the University of Sydney. 

6. An address by Mr. Leslie M. Perrott (F.) follow-
ing his return to Melbourne in August or Septem-
ber next, regarding his attendance at the Annual 
Convention of the R.I.B.A. in England and at the 
World Congress of Architects at Rome, at which 
functions he has been requested to accept appoint-
ment to attend as the representative of the Institute. 

MEMBERS' SECTION 
ALDERMAN F. STAPLEY (F.) and MR. A. S. HALL 

(A.) have entered into partnership ; the firm is practis-
ing at 37 Swanston Street, City, C.1. 

MR. GEO. R. KING (F.).-Mr. King has just been 
re-elected President of the Gordon College Amateur 
Photo. Association, Geelong. 

MR. D. C. WARD (A.).—Mr. Ward, who recently 
gained the "Robert and Ada Haddon Bequest" for 1934, 
and who is at present touring the Old World, has for-
warded to the Secretary (Mr. J. B. Islip) an interesting 
letter in which he reports what he has noted in Eng- 

land and Germany, respecting the provision of com-
munity dwellings. 

MR. P. A. OAKLEY (F.).—Congratulations to Mr. 
Oakley upon having been appointed President of "Mel-
bourne Rotary." 

COUNCILLOR G. D. GARVIN, J.P. (F.).—Congratu-
lations to Councillor Garvin upon having been installed 
as President of the Administrative Council of the Ben-
digo School of Mines. 

MR. EwEN LAIRD (A.) .—Mr. Laird is also congratu-
lated upon having been admitted to partnership in the 
firm of Messrs. Laird & Buchan, Geelong. 

COMPETITIONS 
The R.I.B.A. Tite Prize Competition for 1935.—

Particulars regarding this competition may be obtained 
on application to the Secretary (Mr. J. B. Islip) . 

Since the issue of the July number of the Journal, 
several bodies which intend promoting competitions 
have been communicated with by the Institute and the 
assistance of the R.V.I.A. in organising proposed com-
petitions has been offered. 

RAM SAY'S CATALO G U E 

Members who have received Ramsay's Architectural 
and Engineering Catalogue, are asked to return to the 
publishers their copies of the previous issue. 

This publication should be found extremely valuable 
to the draughtsman and the specification writer, as the 
different items are arranged in a systematic manner 
and any required particulars regarding any specific ar-
ticle or service, may be obtained with the smallest 
expenditure of time. 
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STUDENTS' SOCIETY SECTION 

EDITORIAL NOTES 
Members of the Students' Society of the R.V.I.A. are 
reminded that contributions for these pages are invited, 
and will be cordially received by the Editors, Miss M. 
Turner Shaw and Mr. T. O'Mahony, C/o Stephenson 

and Meldrum, 374 Little Collins Street 

ANNUAL BALL 
Members are further reminded that the Annual Ball 

will be held this year on August 30th at the New 
Embassy. Last year's function was almost too popular 
as so many attended that there was but little room left 
for dancing. We therefore have pleasure in announc-
ing that the issue of tickets is being limited to 200 and 
that those who apply first will be earliest served. Tables 
may be reserved on application to the Ticket Secretary 
(Mr. Donald Harris, Henty House, Little Collins St.). 

+ 	+ 	+ 

A LECTURE 
Mr. Michael O'Connell's talk about Dyes, which he 

illustrated with a display of his very individual and 
effective printed fabrics, was every bit as colourful as 
his subject. He sketched the history of the world's 
knowledge of dyes, pointing out how few and how 
drab, were the colours of the ancient world, and how, 
about 1200 A.D., every cuttle-fish in the Mediterranean 
had been crushed to pulp to make the famous. Tyrian 
Purple for the robes of emperors and priests. He pointed 
out what a revolution was the discovery, in the middle 
of last century, of the brilliant aniline dyes. Though 
many of these were fugitive, the result of a great amount 
of research which had been in progress since then, has 
introduced considerable improvement and now, manu-
facturers almost all use reliable fast-colours, of a range 
which was undreamed of fifty years ago. There are now 
on the market, he said, nearly a thousand different types 
of red alone! He explained some of the mysteries of 
"discharge" and "over-printing," and described some 
of the adventures in store for the beginner who prints 
his material with clear colourless liquids, and has to 
wait for the developing bath to show him the result, 
and hew, once, instead of scarlet petals, he found neat 
little holes left where pieces had been bitten out of 
his cloth. 

ARCHITECTURE AT SEA 
Living at this end of the world we have to enjoy, 

or endure, longer periods on the sea than have most 
other British subjects, so it is particularly interesting 
to note that the whole of the interior decorating of the 
new Orient Liner "Orion" is in the hands of Mr. Brian 

O'Rorke, A.R.I.B.A., who was born and educated in 
New Zealand, and that not so very long ago. 

For an erstwhile race of sailors we have developed 
some curious ideas about marine architecture. With 
imitation marble columns in the "Venetian Palm Court" 
and electric yule-logs in "Ye Olde Taverne" Smoking 
Room, the owners and builders of ships have been try-
ing to persuade the traveller that some magic carpet has 
placed him, not upon any ocean, but in at least half a 
dozen different countries at once, in as many more his-
torical periods. In 1922, after a lecture at the British 
Institute, there was one who questioned this creed, cry-
ing "—a ship is a splendid contrivance, and her decora-
tion should be suggestive of the sea, and of the nobility 
of her structural lines." But he was firmly answered, 
"At present we have not found anything better than 
the recognised form of decoration." Well, we are in-
terested to see if Mr. O'Rorke will devise latticed case-
ments over the portholes, though, personally, we doubt 
whether he will. 

FOOD FOR FANCY 
"Punch" is becoming architecture conscious. For the 

benefit of those who have not lately spent anticipatory 
minutes in a dentist's waiting room, we reprint some 
verses, and the sentence which inspired them:— 

"The effect of a lobster supper upon the poet or the 
artist can be lost in obscurity on the book-shelves or 
in the cellars of the picture-gallery, but for the architect 
it stands aloft to irritate or stimulate mankind for many 
generations." (Sir Josiah Stamp.) 

A Pharaoh, floating down the Nile 
From a successful hunting-party 

At which he killed a crocodile, 
Consumes a somewhat hearty 

Luncheon of pomegranates and cold roast kid— 
And Egypt has to build another Pyramid. 

Yes, it is true. The arch, the quoin, 
The buttress, the machicolation— 

Whether the stable wing should join 
The eastern elevation— 

These are determined not by the T-square 
But by the question how a person dined, and where. 

We hope that a certain distinguished dining club 
has conveyed to the chef the full sense of his respon-
sibilities. It is, however, as the poet suggests, only the 
local delicatessen which 

"can shed a lot of light 
On what the speculative builder eats at night." 
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STUDENTS' SOCIETY SECTION 

SIGNS OF THE TIMES 

For some years business firms, in self-defence, have 
pasted notices on the door saying, "No travellers inter-
viewed after 12 a.m." thus ensuring an afternoon of 
quiet, free from those insistent voices of the super-
salesmen. But now that peace is short-lived. One by 
one as night approaches the modern silent salesmen 
appear—large and small, red, blue and green, some 
motionless, and others flashing, flashing, flashing . . . 

We are tempted to ask "Have we, after all, dined 
wisely ?" There, against a darkening sky, we see quaint 
designs which call attention to various commodities, 
the manufacturers and purveyors of which adopt this 
quiet, though persistent, method of bringing their goods 
under the notice of the public. At times, these aggres-
sive lights wax and wane, like a figment of a fevered 
dream, and one is caused to wonder whether such anima-
tion in the product advertised, would be desirable. The 
corner by the Flinders Street Railway Station resembles 
a hive of fire-flies, buzzing with statements and sugges-
tions. One is exorted to use this, that and the other 
product, and to add to the confusion, the titles of other 
nostrums are spelt out letter by letter. Rockets and 
scattering cascades of synthetic sparks, spring into vib-
rant life, while more simple statements, more twisted 
shapes and writhing forms, batter on the eyes of the city 
wanderer. As he goes southward once again, it is 
almost with affection and a sense of comfort in per-
manent institutions, that he spells out a familiar word, 
around which little caterpillars or something of the 
sort, go crawling—crawling—crawling. 

+ 	+. 	+ 

THE GENTLEMAN'S HOUSE OR HOW "TO PLAN 
ENGLISH RESIDENCES FROM THE 
PARSONAGE TO THE PALACE 

In 1865 Mr. Robert Kerr published 500 pages of 
most instructive matter under the above comprehensive 
title. We could not, whatever space we had at our dis-
posal, do anything like justice to this work, but we can-
not resist reprinting, without further editorial comment, 
some selected extracts. 

"In respect of Aspect, although it is a rule to avoid 
the level sunshine of the evening, yet that of the morn-
ing is always welcome, and especially in the winter, 
dissipating as it does so pleasantly the ungenial atmos-
phere of night; and therefore, considering the morning-
room, in the meantime, as a breakfasting-room, or even 
an early sitting-room, perhaps east would be the best 
aspect so far; because, in that position, the room, after 
having received the solar warmth from the first, has by 
breakfast-time lost the glare, the sun having passed 
round about 45 degrees from the front. But as the 
morning-room has to be occupied during the whole 
day. it becomes desirable to turn it on this account more 
southward; and thus a south-east aspect ... is perhaps 
after all the best. A south aspect, which takes the sun- 

shine at 45 degrees at breakfast, and keeps it till 4 
p.m., is an extreme in that direction; indeed it becomes 
more sultry towards the latter part of the day than most 
persons would consider tolerable. A window-shade, 
however, will assist the case." 

We must pause here to make sure that you share with 
us a proper appreciation of the architectural mind at its 
most versatile stage. Note above, first the poet, with a 
touch of the psychologist; then the scientist, thoroughly 
investigating his problem; and lastly, and most suc-
cinctly, the practical man sums up—"A window-shade, 
however, will assist the case." Gracefully withdrawing 
once more, we pass on to the 

SMOKING ROOM 

"The pitiable resources to which some gentlemen are 
driven, even in their own homes, in order to be able 
to enjoy the pestiferous luxury of a cigar, have given 
rise to the occasional introduction of an apartment 
specially dedicated to the use of tobacco. Complete 
ventilation is essential on the score of both health and 
cleanliness, so that a comparatively large ventilator in 
the ceiling will always be required. 

The principles of accommodation which govern the 
providing of dressing-rooms seems to be this. For a 
single person the bedroom alone is sufficient, as a rule. 
For a married couple with the least possible degree of 
fastidiousness the bedroom alone, if of sufficient size, 
may still suffice. Then comes the case of one dressing-
room (the universal standard plan)—two dressing-
rooms—a boudoir, in which case the bedroom must be 
more or less restored to its original character of her sole 
dressing-room. There must not be forgotten the lady's 
maid's access to this suite of apartments, perhaps that of 
the valet also. 

For Tutor, Governess, Secretary, Companion, and the 
like, according to the requirements of the case, bed-
rooms in the family department, but necessarily of a 
character appropriate to the position of the occupants 
respectively, will be very readily set apart." 

These extracts have been taken from "The First 
Division" ; "The Family Apartments." We may, at 
some later date, cull some further enlightening com-
ments from those sections devoted to "State Rooms," 
"Domestic Offices" (of which the sub-headings alone 
make epic reading), and last, and far from least, the 
"Notes on the Architectural Style." 

MEMBERSHIP OF THE STUDENTS', SOCIETY 
OF THE R V.I.A. 

The Council has decided that "In any case in which 
a student completes and passes in the preliminary stage 
of the course for the Diploma of Architecture of the 
Education Department of Victoria, at a Spool of Archi-
tecture recognised by the Institute, the Institute should 
accept the standard as equivalent to that of the "School 
Leaving Certificate" of the University of Melbourne. 
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COLLINS STREET ELEVATION 

Architects : OAKLEY & PARKES, F. & A., R.A.I.A. 
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