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OF TH E ROYAL VI CTO R IAN INSTITUTE  OF ARCH ITE C 

RETIRING 

PRESIDENT'S ADDRESS 

Delivered by the Retiring President (Mr. C. E. Serpell) 

N addressing you, for the last time, as President of 
this Institute, I do not propose to review in detail 
the work of the past year, that having already been 
done quite adequately by the Secretary in his Annual 

Report, which I trust you have all read. 
I will, however, make brief reference to some of 

the matters referred to in the Annual Report. Firstly, 
to the pleasing fact that with a genuine revival of 
"Building," the Architects and Architectural draftsmen, 
in common with all others connected with the Building 
Industry, are enjoying the benefits of a return to moder-
ate prosperity. When I assumed office two years ago, 
building figures for the previous year showed an im-
provement of over one million pounds compared to the 
1931-1932 figures. In the last two years, there has been 
a total increase of approximately two millions six hun-
dred thousand pounds in the amount expended on build-
ing operations, and the present indications are that this 
improvement will continue. Building prices are harden-
ing but are still low and money is cheap, so that in-
vestors are again being attracted to building propositions 
as they are finding that a reasonable return can be 
assured from this form of investment. 

There are a great many obsolete buildings of all 
types in Melbourne, many of them occupying some of 
the most valuable sites in the city, and property owners 
are finding that it is to their financial advantage to 
replace such by modern well-equipped buildings, which 
will meet the public demand for better accommodation 
and modern equipment. 

The shortage of domestic buildings, more particu-
larly of small homes, has yet to be dealt with, and there 
is a demand for small houses for letting. There is 
a field for judicious investment in this class of building, 
more particularly in the inner suburbs. Obsolescent resi- 

dential areas, if re-planned and re-built on modern 
lines, in a comprehensive manner, would yield good 
returns to the investors and would, at the same time, 
raise the tone of any district concerned. 

During the year, attempts were made by many repre-
sentative bodies to induce the Federal Government to 
abolish the Land Tax. This Tax, undoubtedly retards 
building investment, and its incidence assists to per-
petuate the small-frontage city buildings which cannot 
economically be reconstructed in proper relation to the 
high value of the land on which they stand. 

Members of the Institute believe that the removal 
of the tax would definitely increase building activity 
in the city and would encourage the building, of branch 
offices of Banks and other large property-holding institu-
tions in country towns. 

One of the pleasing results of the revival in building 
is that the student members of the profession are now 
being afforded an opportunity to gain practical experi-
ence in Architects' offices. 

The Institute has, for some time, conducted without 
charge, an Architectural Assistants' Employment 
Bureau and this is now a very active department, the 
work carried out by Mr. Islip in this connection being 
greatly appreciated by Practitioners and Assistants. 

One of my first duties, as President, was to convey 
the Institute's congratulations to Mr. John Barr, 
A.R.I.B.A., upon the completion of the spires of St. 
Paul's Cathedral, in accordance with the designs pre-
pared by him. 

Last year, another great symbolic monument was 
completed, and on behalf of members, I take this oppor-
tunity of congratulating Mr. Philip Hudson upon the 
completion of his design for the Shrine of Remembrance. 
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Po have the opportunity of designing and executing a 
great memorial is probably the ambition of every Archi-
tect. The privilege comes only to a very few, and the 
responsibility placed on the shoulders of the fortunate 
ones is very great. Mr. Hudson has given his very best 
and he must have felt proud of the result of his arduous 
labours when he had the honour of conducting His 
Royal Highness the Duke of Gloucester through the 
Shrine at the Dedication Ceremony. 

Commercial and other utilitarian buildings, which 
most of us have to be content to design, will become 
obsolete and will be eventually replaced, but monu-
ments to the spiritual aspirations of the Nation will 
remain for centuries and the names of those Architects 
who designed them will not be forgotten. 

I still feel regret that no symbolic monument was 
erected to commemorate the Centenary and to record 
the people's appreciation of the work of the Pioneers 
of the State. 

We are fortunate, however, in having two buildings 
erected, through the patriotic generosity of Sir McPher-
son Robertson, to commemorate the Centenary. (The 
Herbarium and the McPherson Robertson Girls' High 
School.) 

The Director of Education, Mr. J. McRae, has written 
to the Institute thanking it for the part it took in con-
nection with the competition held for designs for the 
High School, and has expressed his high appreciation 
of the efficient building which was carried out by the 
successful competitor, Mr. Norman Seabrook, an As-
sociate of this Institute. 

There is one branch of important work which I 
think the Institute could use its influence to promote 
and that is "Research" in connection with building 
materials and building construction. 

The valuable work carried out by the Division of 
Forest Products of the Council for Scientific Industrial 
Research, in connection with native timbers is well 
known and appreciated by our members. 

At the conclusion of the lecture given by Sir David 
Rivett to this Institute last year, it was suggested that 
Building Research might be undertaken in Australia 
on the lines followed by the Building Research Station 
in England. Local materials and local conditions could 
then be studied and valuable data made available to 
Architects and Engineers. Few Architects are satisfied 
with the behaviour of certain building materials in 
common use even if these be employed with the greatest 
care in faithfully executed construction. The need for 
research is unquestionable. 

The establishment of a well equipped and efficiently 
staffed Building Research Bureau is a matter of national 
importance and public funds so expended would 
eventually save the community great sums of money, 
firstly in making economic construction possible, and 
secondly in the reduction of maintenance costs. 

During the past year, it has been my privilege to 
represent your Institute at numerous functions held by 
allied professions and by various Associations connected  

with the Building Industry. At these functions, I have 
been impressed with the high esteem in which the Royal 
Victorian Institute of Architects is held by these bodies. 
My contact with the officials of these Associations leads 
me to believe that the generous references to the Institute 
made at these gatherings were not merely the result 
of the festive atmosphere of the functions, but were 
quite sincere. 

We do not agree on some matters with our associates 
in the Building Industry, but I feel that they respect 
our view point and know that we honestly believe that 
our failure to agree is founded on the belief that our 
compliance would be contrary to the best interests of 
our clients and the Industry as a whole. 

The Master Builders and the Institute have friendly 
differences of opinion and I personally regret that a 
definite conclusion in regard to "Quantities" and "P.C. 
Items" was not arrived at during my Presidency; I trust 
that finality will be reached during the reign of the 
in-coming President. The Institute Council has already 
stated that it considers that quantities should be sup-
plied in cases in which the building is of sufficient im-
portance to warrant their preparation, but no agreement 
has been arrived at in regard to minimum values of 
building projects for which the quantities shall be 
supplied. 

I understand that the Builders still have some occa-
sion for complaint in regard to the manner in which 
some plans are produced for submission to them for 
the preparation of tenders ; these complaints refer mostly 
to the use of blue prints and to the time allotted to 
the builder for the preparation of tenders. 

The system of competitive tendering is of long stand-
ing and likely to remain, but Architects should remem-
ber that 99% of the tenderers are rendering unrewarded 
service and should, both for the client's and the builder's 
sake, endeavour to render the work of preparing esti-
mates as simple as possible and should make the infor-
mation supplied so complete, that there can be no doubt 
in the tenderer's mind as to the intention of the 
documents. 

The now common practice of submitting large scale 
detail drawings to the tenderers should be followed 
whenever possible. 

The P.C. item clauses in specification which have in 
the past caused many heart-burning questions, can be 
practically eliminated in the perfect Specification. 

The whole question of the P.C. Clauses will be dis-
cussed during the year by the Standing Committee of the 
R.A.I.A. and the Federal Master Builders' Association 
and I trust that this Institute will, early in the next ses-
sion, give careful consideration to the question and 
express its views to the Royal Australian Institute for 
the guidance of the Architect members of the Standing 
Committee. 

EXHIBITIONS 

During the year the Institute co-operated with the 
B.I.C. in arranging competitions for "Ideal Homes" 
and for an exhibition of Domestic Architecture. 
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The Institute is grateful to those firms of Manufac-
turers and Suppliers of building materials that donated 
generous prizes and thus encouraged a large entry for 
the Competitions, and the large attendance at the 
Exhibition revealed the interest that members of the 
general public take in Domestic Architecture. 

It is interesting to note that it is estimated that 10,000 
people visited a recent exhibition of International Archi-
tecture held in the new building of the Royal Institute 
of British Architects in London. The previous record 
of attendances at any similar exhibition held by the 
R.I.B.A. was 2,000. This indicates the increasing 
genuine public interest that is being taken in Architec-
ture in England. 

In a recent address, Sir Giles Scott, discussing public. 
interest in design, said : 

"The Public was realising that there were other values 
in life besides material value, and that in building it 
was not sufficient merely to provide a roof that would 
keep the rain out; to ensure that the drainage was. 
good, the hot water satisfactory and so on, but that 
something was lacking if the whole character and atmos-
phere of the building were not taken into consideration. 

"Increased interest in Architectural design is noted 
locally. The designs of new city buildings are freely 
criticised by the laymen. The interest taken is appre-
ciated by the Profession, even if the criticism is not 
always complimentary to the designer." 

The Press is also largely responsible for the greater 
public interest in Architecture, and this Institute appre-
ciates the prominence given by the Press to the new 
buildings of importance and to matters connected with 
Housing and Town Planning. 

I wish to offer mild criticism of some examples of 
"Modern" design. There appears to be a tendency 
to be "modern" at all costs, and some designers have 
attempted to follow talented exponents of the modern 
movement in Architecture without appreciating the fun-
damental basis of the movement. 

Construction has frequently been made complicated 
instead of simple, merely for the purpose of giving ex-
pression to a mannerism or eccentric feature in order 
to give a poorly conceived design a modern effect. 

Great architecture is founded on scholarship, refine-
ment of thought and a logical assemblage of construc-
tive elements. The truth that the Architect's function 
is to build useful buildings appropriately and beauti-
fully still stands. 

The modern style, so far as it is founded on logical 
and sound hypothesis, will continue to develop and 
it is for us to see that it develops on lines suited to our 
local climatic, social and other requirements, and that some 
superficial "fashion" in Design is not allowed to spread 
like an epidemic only to be wiped out by succeeding 
temporary eruptions of Architectural novelties. 

I feel that the new movement in design gives great 
opportunities for imaginative development, and I look 
forward to seeing some brilliant work by the younger 
men in the Profession. Creations which will be based  

on sound, sensible construction, allied with pleasing 
proportion and beauty of mass, line and colour. 

HOUSING 

Before preparing this address I read (with consider-
able boredom) some of the things that I said to you 
from this chair two years ago in my first inaugural 
address. I noted that I said a great deal about the 
importance of the Planning of our Cities for future 
development and the urgency for re-housing the poor 
and the persons of small means. Since then much has 
been spoken and written on these subjects, but no com-
prehensive survey of existing housing conditions in 
industrial areas has yet been prepared and no housing 
work of any size or importance, has been carried out. 
Every city needs a plan for orderly, coherent develop-
ment, and although it may not be possible to look too 
many years ahead, Melbourne, I feel, should plan for 
the requirements of a population of two millions. 

The Government has expressed its intention of giving 
serious consideration to the problem of slum abolition 
and the re-housing of the low-salaried worker, and has 
appointed a committee to make investigations. This is 
a public matter which should especially interest our 
Profession, not because we may incidentally find active 
work in such a sphere, but because our technical train-
ing should enable us to be of service to the State in 
this regard. 

So much has been said and written respecting Housing 
that ideas must of necessity be repeated, and this may 
in itself discourage persistent effort to achieve the objec-
tive. Remembering that the only way to win a battle 
is to keep on fighting, we should continue to encourage 
those who persist in demanding that government and 
municipal action be taken in this matter. 

Even if the authorities- take early action to engage 
in a comprehensive survey of housing conditions and 
prepare schemes for re-planning industrial and . other 
districts, a very long time must elapse before work on 
any large scale can be started, and it has to be remem-
bered that before unsanitary homes can be destroyed, 
accommodation must be found for their occupants. 

Some of the Municipal Councils would be prepared 
to condemn many existing dwellings were it not that 
they realize that no suitable accommodation is avail-
able for the evicted tenants. 

Overcrowding makes the problem acute and some 
temporary relief of the condition should be sought with-
out delay. 

It is not essential that all of the occupants of crowded 
areas should live in those districts. Many do so merely 
because of the small rentals asked for rooms in obsolete 
decadent houses. 

The experiment now being made for the housing of 
some of the sustenance workers at Carrum Downs by 
the Church of England will be watched with interest 
by all those who are concerned with the Housing Prob-
lem. If this proves successful, it should stimulate Gov-
ernment and Municipal action in providing, in the 
future, further facilities for the relieving of the con- 
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gested areas and the provision of healthy homes for 
the workless and the persons of small means. 

Given Governmental and Municipal encouragement, 
it should be also possible to deal with the problem of 
housing the low-income group of workers, by entrust-
ing the erection and maintenance of suitable groups 
of houses to "Public Utility Societies." Such work 
would of necessity be carried out under the control of 
a suitably constituted Housing Authority. 

This Institute's assistance in the solution of the 
Housing Problem will naturally be mostly in the form 
of technical advice regarding design, construction and 
town planning. Many of our members are taking an 
active part in the campaign for better housing condi-
tions, and I suggest that all members should make a 
study of the problem. 

The British Institute has prepared valuable reports 
on English housing problems, and Sir Raymond Unwin 
and others have taken a prominent part in re-housing 
schemes and town planning. 

You have all read the words spoken by His Majesty 
the King in opening the new building of the Royal 
Institute of British Architects,. but as I feel that they 
contain a message which we can apply to ourselves, I 
will repeat them:- 

"To-day, as the importance of co-ordination in the 
whole field of building becomes ever more clearly recog-
nized, it is the great task of the Royal Institute to make 
the profession of architecture increasingly useful to the 
community. In any age, when millions of men and 
women spend their lives in a world of streets, the shap-
ing of these calls for thought, skill and imagination. 
Every building whether it be a cathedral or a factory, 
a shop or a city hall, forms part of a prospect on which 
many eyes will rest; and the designer of the humblest 
dwelling has a duty not only to those who live in it, 
but to those who pass by. 

"The provision of better homes for very many of my 
people is an urgent social need, in which the Institute 
has taken a deep interest. The subject is one for 
experts with wide knowledge and a broad outlook." 

STATUS OF THE ARCHITECTURAL 
PROFESSION 

The question of the professional status of Architects 
is one which has recently been discussed at length in 
the United States and elsewhere, and you have doubt-
less followed some of these discussions. 

Influences are operating both within and without the 
Profession which, if not checked, may lead to the ulti-
mate destruction of our professional status. 

The Architectural Profession in Victoria must be as-
sumed to include all those who call themselves "Archi-
tects" whether they are "Registered Architects" or other-
wise. With this assumption, we must include in the 
profession some who are not Registered Architects, who 
have had little real architectural training and who are 
in some cases carrying on business as `Architect-builders.' 

So long as the law permits those persons who lack 
the requisite scholarship and experience to call them- 

selves "Architects," we cannot expect uniformly high 
professional service and conduct. 

Prospective clients frequently assume that the implica-
tion of the use of the term Architect is that its user has 
complied with some recognized standard of efficiency. 

Registered Architects felt confident that the Govern-
ment would submit an amending Act before Parliament 
last year, making the use of the term "Architect" illegal 
unless the requirements of the proposed amending Act 
were complied with, and Members of this Institute, to-
gether with all other Registered Architects, feel dis-
appointed that the Government failed to carry out its 
intention and that they must therefore still be placed 
at a disadvantage when desiring to practice in other 
Australian States, and must continue to suffer the effects 
of a lower professional status than would obtain if the 
Amending Act had been passed. 

The Government, by failing to amend the Registration 
Act, has also neglected to afford protection to the in-
experienced section of the building public. 

The Royal Australian Institute has compiled for its 
members Scales of Charges, Conditions of Contract, 
Form of Engagement, Code of Ethics and other standard 
documents which are in effect the "Rules of the Games," 
Rules which can be modified to suit the needs of chang-
ing circumstances, but which must be followed by all 
members of the profession if the status of the profes-
sion is to be upheld. To break some of the rules of 
the game may involve no breach of business morality, 
but such infringement may involve the taking of an 
unfair advantage of fellow members. 

No true sportsman will take an unfair advantage by 
breaking the rules of the game. The Institute has its 
Codes, but, unfortunately, there are some Architects who 
are not attached to any organisation and who therefore 
feel that they are not bound by any Codes and can act 
as they please in their own interests. 

While this condition of affairs obtains, members of 
the Institute must suffer some financial loss, but I feel 
sure they will remember that the upholding of ideals 
usually involves sacrifice. In any case, there is some-
thing in the remark which has been made about Archi-
tects to the effect that "Architects plan for eternity 
and the only reward they receive will be in eternity—" 
So why worry ? 

In conclusion, I wish to express my appreciation of 
the work carried out, during the year, by Executive 
Officers, the Council, the Board of Education, Examiners 
and Sub-committees and also by members who repre-
sented the Institute on the B.I.C. Council and Com-
mittees, Committees of the Standards Association, the 
City Council Centenary Illuminating Committee and 
other bodies. 

Few members realize the great amount of work that 
is carried out by the Committee members in the interests 
of the Institute and other institutions. 

I proffer my grateful thanks to Mr. Islip for the great 
assistance he has given me during my two years of 
office. I cannot speak too highly of the efficient man- 
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net in which he conducts the business of the Institute 
and the deep interest he takes in the welfare of the 
Profession. 

You all know how the Secretary of the R.I.B.A. was 
rewarded for his long services, and I shall feel very 
delighted if I find it necessary to address our Secretary 
as "Sir John" when the time comes for him to cele-
brate his Jubilee of service to this Institute. 

I also record my appreciation of the work carried 
out by the young ladies who assist Mr. Islip in his sec- 

retarial work. Their service has always been "service 
with a smile," 

My association with our members and representatives 
of other bodies has been of a very pleasant character, 
and although I have been set some difficult and dis-
tasteful tasks I shall always look back to my experiences 
as your President with the greatest pleasure, and I thank 
you again for honouring me by appointing me to the 
high office which I am now about to relinquish. 

(Sgd.) CHAS. E. SERPELL. 

ANNUAL REPORT FOR THE YEAR 1934-35 
(Continued from March issue) 

CENTENARY CELEBRATIONS 

The Council co-operated with the Melbourne City 
Council in the matter of the illumination and decoration 
of the streets and buildings of Melbourne during the 
visit of His Royal Highness the Duke of Gloucester in 
connection with the Celebration of the Centenary of 
Victoria. Messrs. E. F. Billson (A.) , W. O. McCut-
cheon (A.) and O. A. Yuncken (A.) represented the 
Institute on an Expert Advisory Committee appointed 
by the City Council to deal with this matter. The 
Council considers that the scheme of decorations evolved 
by the Committee was highly successful, and congratu-
lates the City Council upon having co-opted the services 
of expert organisations in this matter. 

Invitations to visit the State of Victoria during the 
holding of the Centenary Celebrations were sent by the 
Council to members of the sister Institutes of Archi-
tects in England, Ireland, Scotland, Canada, India, South 
Africa and New Zealand. 

HOUSE COMMITTEE 

The activities of the House Committee {Chairman, 
Mr. Gordon Murphy (F.)} during the year included 
the arranging of General Meetings and Lectures in con-
nection therewith, and the Committee also conducted 
the Annual Golf Match among members and the Annual 
Cricket Match between members and students, both of 
which were very successful. 

COMPETITIONS 

(a) The Council co-operated with the Board of Pub-
licity of the Building Industry Congress of Victoria 
wherein the latter-named body conducted five archi-
re'-tural competitions which formed a feature of a "Cen-
tenary Homes Exhibition" held by the Congress in 
November. Mr. Donald C. Ward (A.) obtained a 
meritorious achievement in gaining first prize awards  

in all five competitions, in which 131 entries were sub-
mitted by architects and students from several States 
of Australia. 

(b) Three other Competitions were announced in 
Victoria during the past year, but as the Conditions in 
respect thereof were contrary to important provisions 
of the Code of Architectural Competitions, the Council 
directed members to refrain from taking part therein. 

REGISTRATION OF ARCHITECTS 

The Institute Council regrets the failure of the State 
Parliament to amend the Architects Act for the purpose 
of providing greater protection to members of the com-
munity with regard to the use of the title "Architect." 
Under the existing legislation in Victoria no person 
may entitle himself "Registered Architect" unless he is 
registered as such by the Architects Registration Board 
of Victoria; any person, however, may entitle himself 
"Architect" and may practise as such, notwithstanding 
that he may entirely lack the professional and technical 
knowledge required of registered Architects. In other 
States of Australia the term "Architect" is fully pro-
tected, but the present condition in Victoria has resulted 
in members of the public who are unaware of the 
technical difference between a "Registered Architect" 
and an "Architect" receiving unfortunate and unfair 
treatment at the hands of unqualified persons who are 
taking advantage of the weakness of the Act. The 
Architects Registration Board has made urgent recom-
mendations to the Government that the Act be brought 
into line with the legislation in other States and the 
R.V.I.A. has strongly supported the proposed amend-
ment. In the opinion of the Institute Council, the pro-
visions of the existing Act are of little or no value 
either to the public or to the architectural profession, 
and it is earnestly trusted, therefore, that the Govern-
ment will introduce an amending Bill this year to pro-
vide that only qualified and competent persons are per-
mitted to entitle themselves "Architects." 
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DUPLEX RESIDENCE 
No. 271 DOMAIN ROAD. SOUTH YARRA 

E are fortunate in being in a position to illus-
trate, in this issue, an unusual type of domestic 
work. Essentially modern in conception, it 

restores to us the main characteristics of the "maison-
ette" in a new form. 

A "Duplex-Residence" combines economy in con-
struction and services, with the convenience and com-
pactness of a "flat," and not only that, it provides in 
addition, the privacy of a "home," which is, after all, 
so dear to the hearts of most British people. 

Externally, the building has white stuccoed walls and 
large ventilated overhanging eaves, the shutters and all 
woodwork being painted apple-green. The entrance 
porch faces the east and over the actual entrance is a 
panel in relief ; there is also a wrought-iron fly-wire 
door and a wall-light of modern design. The front 
door is treated in an unusual manner, with diagonal 
boatdin& and is furnished with a wrought-iron knocker. 
The paving of the porch is of dark brown tiles with 
brick treads and surrounds. The living and dining 
rooms open on to a terrace with pergola treatment, 
which displays interesting effects of light and shade on 
the white stuccoed walls, the shadows cast upon this 
background forming a pattern, which strikes a very 
playful note. The circular columns will, in time, be 
covered by a rare, large-leafed variety of vine, which  

while green and cool looking throughout the summer, 
changes to brilliant gold and scarlet in the autumn, thus 
brightening up the exterior as the summer sunshine 
gives place to more murky conditions. 

The terraces, paved with large buff coloured paving 
slabs and semi-circular brick steps, lead to the • lily-
pond with its stone flagging and interesting collection 
of tub-plants and pottery. The living-room possesses 
a fire-place of unusual character, having a flush hearth 
with synthetic stone surround and being finished with 
a black marble slab. The walls are of fine stucco, fin-
ished in a smoky grey tone, with a small fluted cornice 
treatment. At the north end is a large "sun-bay" over-
looking a small walled-in garden. The carpet is of 
a smoky fawn colour, and the upholstery is of coarse 
grey green linen, the curtains being also in green tone. 
The building is centrally heated with "Ray-Rad" radi-
ators, these being flush with the walls and they have 
textured faces which . are almost invisible. The kitchen 
adds to its equipment . of modern fittings, a charming 
colour effect in ivory and cherry red, while the walls 
and all cupboard doors are enamelled ivory-white, the 
main doors and skirting being in cherry red. All 
handles and drawer-pulls are of cherry red bakelite. 
The curtains give the final touch of colour, as they are 
cherry red and white checked gingham. 	—(Anon.) 

DUPLEX RESIDENCE – THE LIVING ROOM AND SUN BAY 
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BOARD OF ARCHITECTURAL EDUCATION 
PERSONNEL 

The personnel of the Board for the past year was as 
follows:—Cr. John S. Gawler (F.) (Chairman), 
Messrs. Alec. S. Eggleston (F.), Leighton Irwin (F.), 
Percy H. Meldrum (F.) , C. E. Serpell (F.) , E. F. 
Billson (A.) , W. O. McCutcheon, (A.) , J. F. D. Scar-
borough (A.) , and H. Vivian Taylor (A.) , a summary 
of the work of the Board during the year being ap-
pended hereto. 

R.V.I.A. PRIZES AND STUDENTSHIPS 

Awards, as listed hereunder, were made in respect of 
the R.V.I.A. Prizes and Studentships for the year 1934: 

(a) The Robert and Ada Haddon Architectural Scholar-
ship of the R.V.I.A.—For award to students for 
the purpose of travel and study abroad: Scholar-
ship of £300 together with the R.V.I.A. Silver 
Medal and accompanying certificate—Mr. Donald 
C. Ward (A.) . The drawings submitted by Mr. 
Horace J. Tribe (A.) were placed second in order 
of merit in the Scholarship Competition, the sub-
ject of which was "A Suburban Town Hall and 
Municipal Offices," Mr. Alan J. Ralton (A.) 
being awarded Hon. Mention for his entry. 

(b) The Measured Drawings (Bronze Medal) Com-
petition of the R.V.I.A.—To promote the careful 
study and recording of existing buildings of archi-
tectural and historical interest by means of accurate 
drawing and faithful draughtsmanship. Subject: 
"The south Elevation of the Church of the Im-
maculate Conception, Hawthorn." First Prize—
Mr. Alexander W. Pedersen. Second Prize—Mr. 
W. Eric Fish. Third Prize—not awarded. 

(c) The William Campbell Memorial Sketching Com-
petition of the R.V.I.A.—Six sheets of sketch draw-
ings of buildings or furniture. First Prize—Mr. 
Eric W. Moorhead. Second Prize—not awarded. 

(d) The War Memorial Scholarship of the R.V.I.A.-
Available, firstly, to students whose education has 
suffered through the loss of a relative in the Great 
War; secondly, Returned Soldiers and sons of 
Returned Soldiers, and thirdly, to students at the 
Melbourne University for the payment of fees at 
the University or travelling expenses for the pur-
pose of developing the architectural education of 
the person or persons to whom the award is made. 
Awards to the value of £20/15/- and £8/8/- were 
made to Mr. John A. Taylor and Mr. Victor J. 
Marocco respectively. 

(e) The University Architectural Atelier Scholarship of 
the R.V.I.A.—Value £15/15/-: for award to the 
student adjudged most successful in the first year 
at the Atelier, for the payment of fees for the 
advancing of his architectural education at the 
Atelier—Mr. Raymond Schmerberg. 

UNIVERSITY OF MELBOURNE 

Messrs. K. a'B. Klingender (F.), C. E. Serpell (F.), 
E. F. Billson (A.) and W. O. McCutcheon (A.) were 
appointed to represent the Institute on the Faculty of 
Architecture at the University of Melbourne for the 
year 1934. 

R.I.B.A. PRIZES AND STUDENTSHIPS 

Facilities were provided by the Board for students in 
Victoria to take part in the Tite Prize Competition of 
the R.I.B.A. for the year 1934, this competition being 
intended to promote the study of Italian Architecture; 
a certificate and the sum of £50 being offered as first 
prize. The thoughtful action of the British Institute in 
providing machinery for students in Victoria to take 
part in the traditional competitions, of the R.I.B.A. is 
much appreciated by the Board. 

AUSTRALIAN INSTITUTE 

During the year, and at the request of the Institute 
Council, the Board gave consideration to a communica-
tion received from the R.A.I.A., namely, "That in 1935 
the R.A.I.A. Entrance Fee be £1/1/-, in 1936 £2/2/-
and in 1937 and thereafter £3/3/- for those applicants 
who have not paid examination fees to the R.A.I.A." 
The Board reported to the Council that it was of opinion 
that the striking of the proposed membership entrance 
fee would be undesirable from several points of view, 
and subsequently the Council requested- the  Victorian 
representatives on the R.A.I,A. Council to convey a 
strong recommendation to that body that its resolution 
requiring the payment of any membership entrance fees 
be rescinded. At the request of the R.A.I.A. Council 
this matter was considered by the R.A.I.A. Board of 
Architectural Education, which conveyed a resolution 
to the R.A.I.A. Council "That in view of the com-
paratively heavy costs involved by students in obtaining 
their architectural education, this Board is of opinion 
that the proposed entrance fee would be a hardship 
to students." The report was adopted by the R.A.I.A. 
Council. 

Mr. Alec. S. Eggleston (F.) was appointed to repre-
sent the Royal Victorian Institute on the R.A.I.A. Board 
of Architectural Education for the year 1934-35, and 
he attended a meeting of the latter named body held 
in Melbourne in November last. 

SECONDARY EDUCATION 

In view of the fact that the Institute now requires 
the School Leaving Certificate or its equivalent standard 
of secondary education in respect of the candidates for 
examination for membership, the Board is pleased to 
record that the Architects Registration Board of Vic-
toria has agreed to a suggestion that it should require 
a similar standard in respect of its examinees. The 
Registration Board has drafted and has submitted to 
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the Governor-in-Council for approval a regulation re-
quiring this standard as from the 1st January, 1937. 

The Board of Education has resolved to exempt from 
secondary educational requirements of the Institute any 
person who had completed and passed in portion of 
the examination qualifying for nomination to member-
ship prior to 1st March, 1934. 

EXAMINATIONS FOR MEMBERSHIP 

Thirty-five candidates sat for the Annual Examina-
tions qualifying for nomination to Associateship of the 
Institute, which was held at Kelvin Hall in February, 
1935, as compared with 67 candidates for the previous 
year and 54 for 1933. The large numbers of candi-
dates for the latter two years were attributed to the fact 
that candidates who completed at least three of the nine 
subjects of the examination prior to March, 1934, were 
granted exemptions from the additional subjects of the 
new examination syllabus which came into operation as 
from that date. 

During the year the Board gave attention to the ques-
tion as to the manner in which the examinations for 
membership should be conducted in future in lieu of 
the previous procedure whereby the examinations were 
set and conducted by State Institutes under their own 
syllabi operating within their respective territories. As 
a result of such consideration, the Institute Council on 
the recommendation of the Board resolved that it was 
of opinion that the most workable and least expensive 
method of conducting examinations would be for the 
State authorities to set the examination papers and to 
mark same and generally to conduct the examinations 
in their respective territories, provided always that the 
R.A.I.A. Federal Examination Syllabus was adhered to, 
a corollary of this proposal being that State bodies in 
organising Architectural education and conducting the  

examinations in their own territories and bearing the 
cost thereof should receive the examination fees from 
their State candidates. The foregoing procedure was 
submitted to the Moderators of the R.A.I.A., and after 
having been adopted by them, was approved and rati-
fied by the R.A.I.A. Board of Architectural Education 
and by the R.A.I.A. Council. 

CONCLUSION 

In conclusion, the Council is pleased to record a 
marked improvement in the activities of the profession 
resultant upon the recovery of the building industry 
from the effects of the economic depression in recent 
years. Appended hereto is a table of the value of the 
building erections in Melbourne and Suburbs for which 
permits were issued during the twelve months ended 
28th February in each of the past seven years. In the 
opinion of the Institute Council, the rehabilitation of 
the building industry as instanced irk these statistics has 
been stimulated and aided greatly by the improved 
methods of organisation adopted by the industry itself 
arising from the lessons that have been learned from 
the depression, and it is considered that the more 
stabilised conditions now operating within the industry 
augur well for its continued advancement and 
development:— 

1929 £8,343,484 
1930 6,341,238 
1931 2,141,413 
1932 1,341,749 
1933 2,361,068 
1934 3,689,503 
1935 4,965,252 

JOHN B. ISLIP, 
Secretary. 

THE KING'S SILVER JUBILEE 
The Institute has forwarded to His Excellency the 

Governor (Lord Huntingfield) a letter for transmission 
to His Majesty King George V., expressing loyalty to 
their Majesties the King and Queen, and congratulating 
them on the 25th Anniversary of their accession to the 
Throne. 

THE R.V.I.A. WAR MEMORIAL 
SCHOLARSHIP 

The first award has been gained by Mr. R. Martin 
and the second by Messrs. J. H. McConnell and _ R. 
Strong in conjunction. 

COMPETITION 
The competition for Designs for Door Furniture, 

which was promoted by Messrs. John Mcllwraith & 
Co., resulted in the first prize being awarded to Mr. 
R. H. C. Simpson, while the second and third awards 
respectively, were gained by Messrs. R. G. Coxhead and 
J. O'Mahony. 

THE BUILDING INDUSTRY CONGRESS 
The B.I.C. proposes to organise another Architectural 

Exhibition in June next. Further particulars will be 
available shortly. 
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MINUTES OF THE AN\UAL GE\EA 
MEETING OF THE I\STITUTE 

Held in the Kelvin Hall on Wednesday, 2 7th March, 1935, at 8 p.m. 

Present.—Council Members—Mr. C. E. Serpell (Pre-
sident) , Councillor R. B. Hamilton and Messrs. F. L. 
Klingender, A. R. Butler, W. A. M. Blackett, O. A. 
Yuncken, Stanley T. Parkes and Edward F. Billson. 
The attendance register recorded the presence of twenty-
six other members and six visitors. 

In Attendance.—Mr. John B. Islip (Secretary) . 

Visitors. The President extended a welcome to the 
visitors, particularly to the President of the Master 
Builders' Association of Victoria (Mr. Thos. A. 
Pemberton) . 

Minutes.—The -minutes of the Annual General Meet-
ing of the Institute held on 14th March, 1934, were 
read by the Secretary, and were confirmed on the motion 
of Mr. Yuncken (A.) , seconded by Mr. Marcus W. 
Martin (F.) . 

Apologies.—Apologies for non-attendance were re-
ceived from Councillor T. J. Buchan (F.), Messrs. Geo. 
R. King (F.), K. a'B. Klingender (F.), A. Clifford 
Lyons (A.) , Robert Marsh (A.) , W. O. McCutcheon 
(A.), Sir Harold Luxton, the Chairman of the Victorian 
Advisory Committee of the Institution of Civil Engin-
eers, London (Mr. J. N. Reeson), the Honorary Sec-
retary of the Master Painters, Decorators and Sign 
Writers' Association of Victoria (Mr. T. Bishop), Pro-
fessor Henry Payne and Messrs. James G. Gillespie and 
W. H. Trompf. 

Membership.—On the motion of Mr. Billson, se-
conded by Mr. Blackett, Messrs. Harold E. Bartlett 
(A.) and R. Cedric Staughton (A.) were appointed 
scrutineers to conduct a ballot in respect of the nomin-
ations of Arthur Peck (F.) for election to Life Fellow-
ship of the Institute, Adolphus James Ainslie (A.) 
George Burridge Leith (A.) and Arthur George 
Stephenson (A.) to Fellowship of the Institute, and for 
the election of Frank Norman Heath, Rhys Evan Hop-
kins, Charles Hamilton Macknight, Charles Kenneth 
Mann, William Hadyn Robertson, Ross Welford Lewis 
Stubbs, Bruce Sutherland and Alan Ernest Stephen West 
to Associateship of the Institute. The President an-
nounced later that the candidates had been elected. 

In conferring Life Fellowship upon Mr. Peck, the 
President said that it was a particularly pleasing duty 
to honour a member of such high probity and who was 
one of the most well beloved members of the archi-
tectural profession in Victoria. Mr. Peck, the President 
pointed out, had commenced practice as an Architect 
in 1878 and had been elected Fellow of the Institute 
on the 4th July, 1887. He had been President of the 
Institute in 1918, prior to which he had been a member 
of the R.V.I.A. Council. Mr. Peck, who was at present  

practising in partnership with his son, Mr. Hugh L. 
Peck. (A.) , had acted as Architect in respect of the 
erection of several notable buildings in Victoria, com-
prising churches, city offices, domestic work and fac-
tories. He has filled the position of Hon. Treasurer of 
the Institute. In returning thanks, Mr. Peck said he 
deeply appreciated the thought which had actuated his 
nomination to Life Fellowship, and that during his sixty 
years' membership of the Profession he had always en-
deavoured to uphold the high -traditions associated with 
the practice of architecture. 

The President brought before the meeting the nom-
ination of Mr. George Raymond King (F.) for election 
to Honorary Fellowship of the Institute. A recom-
mendation was received from the Institute Council "That 
this General Meeting, acting under authority given in 
Clause 20 of the Articles of Association, dispense with 
the ballot in the case of the nomination of Mr. King 
to Honorary Fellowship and that he be elected to such 
office by show of hands." Mr. Blackett moved "That 
the recommendation of the Council be adopted and that 
Mr. King be elected an Honorary Fellow of the Insti-
tute." Seconded by Mr. Klingender, and carried with 
acclamation. In announcing the election, the President 
paid a high tribute to the valuable services which Mr. 
King had rendered the Architectural Profession over a 
long period of years. Mr. King had been elected a 
Fellow of the R.V.I.A. in 1921, and in February, 1935, 
he had retired from the-office of Principal of the Gor-
don Institute of Technology, Geelong, in connection 
with which Institute he had acted as Director of the 
School of Architecture for thirty-five years. He has 
been elected the first Hon. Life Member of the Geelong 
Rotary Club. A letter was received from Mr. King 
regretting his absence from the meeting because of 
indisposition, and on his behalf, Mr. Bartlett returned 
thanks to the meeting. (Mr. King has recently received 
the honour of O.B.E.—Ed.) 

-YFar Memorial Scholarship.—The President an-
nounced that the following-stated awards had been made 
in respect of the R.V.I.A. War Memorial Scholarship 
for the year 1935:— 

Mr. H. Martin—a member of the staff of Messrs. 
Carleton & Carleton, Architects, 485 Collins Street—
provided that he undertakes the course for the year 
1935 at the University of Melbourne Architectural 
Atelier for the Diploma of Architectural Design—pay-
ment of the fees in respect of such course for the cur-
rent year, viz., £15/15/-.  

Mr. J. H. McConnell—a member of the staff of Mr. 
Leighton Irwin, Architect, 422 Collins Street—payment 
of the fees for the current year in respect of his course 
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at the University of Melbourne for the degree of 
Bachelor of Architecture, viz., £10/10/- and in addition 
the sum of £10/10/- for the purchase of books for the 
purpose of improving his knowledge of architecture. 

Mr. Roland D. Strong—"Concord," Barnato Grove, 
Armadale—payment of the fees for the current year in 
respect of his course at the University of Melbourne 
for the degree of Bachelor of Architecture, viz., 
£34/1/-. The report was noted. 

Certificates.—On the motion of the President, it was 
resolved to record a minute expressing the thanks of 
the Institute for the services which had been given by 
Mr. G. A. Beech (A.) in connection with the designing 
and lettering of the several forms of certificate which 
were awarded by the Institute. 

Annual Report and Financial Statements.—The Pre-
sident moved `That the Annual Report and financial 
statements, copies of which were circulated to all mem-
bers prior to this meeting, be taken as read and that 
they be adopted." In seconding the motion, Mr. J. H. 
Harvey (F.) drew particular attention to the section of 
the Annual Report dealing with the Australian Institute 
and requested that his opinion be recorded in the 
minutes to the effect that every care should be taken 
to preserve the State rights and privileges of the R.V.I.A. 
Mr. Harvey stated that he considered the large area of 
Australia and the widely separated centres of population 
were factors in favour of State administration, whereas  

he considered that the creation of federation of the Pro-
fession past a certain stage might destroy the principle 
of State administration by the members of the Profes-
sion in their own . respective States. The motion was 
carried. 

Address of the Retiring President.—An address was 
delivered by the retiring President (Mr. Charles E. Ser-
pell) dealing with the work of the Institute during his 
occupancy of the Presidential Chair, arrangements for 
the publication of which address in the Institute Journal 
had been made. Mr. F. L. Klingender moved "That 
this meeting place on record its grateful thanks to the 
retiring President for the very successful manner in 
which he had occupied the Presidency during the past 
two years, and that the meeting convey to Mr. Serpell 
its best wishes for his future happiness and prosperity. 
The motion, which was seconded by Mr. Percy A. 
Oakley (F.) and supported by Mr. T. A. Pemberton, 
was carried with hearty acclamation. Mr. Serpell re-
turned thanks for the passing of the resolution. 

Election of Office-Bearers and Members of Council.—
The President announced that the following stated nom-
inations had been received from members and from the 
Institute Council in respect of the Annual Election of 
Office-Bearers and Members of Council for the year 
1935-36, and that as the nominations for the respective 
offices did not exceed the number to be elected, he 
declared the nominees duly elected:— 

Office 	 Nominees Nominated by 

F. L. Klingender 

Leslie M. Perrott 
C. E. Serpell 

W. O. McCutcheon 

Edward F. Billson 

Gordon Murphy 

W. A. M. Blackett 
T. J. Buchan 
A. R. Butler 
R. B. Hamilton 
Leighton Irwin 

Stanley T. Parkes. 
H. Vivian Taylor 
O. A Yuncken 

K. A. Henderson, C. E. Serpell. 

The Council. 
The Council. 

R. Cedric Staughton, O. A. Yuncken. 

Roy K. Stevenson, Colin C. McKenzie. 

The Council. 

Geo. R. King, R. Cedric Staughton. 
Eric Hughes, T. G. Payne. 

The Council. 
Percy A. Oakley, Stanley T. Parkes. 

The Council. 

Percy A. Oakley, R. B. Hamilton. 
Horace J. Tribe, J. H. Harvey. 

The Council. 

President 

Vice-Presidents (Two) 

Hon. Secretary 

Hon. Assistant Secretary 

Hon. Treasurer ... 

Council 
Fellows-5 to be elected ... 

Associates-3 to be elected 

Board of Architectural 
Education 
Two representatives to be 	P. H. Meldrum 
elected 
	

John F. D. Scarborough 
The Council. 
The Council. 

Installation of the President for the Year 1935-36.—
The retiring President then installed the President-Elect 
(Mr. F. L. Klingender) in the Chair, and in so doing 
offered hearty wishes upon his elevation to the Presi- 

dency, and expressed the hope that he would enjoy a 
happy and successful term of office. Mr. Klingender, 
in thanking members for his election, delivered a brief 
address regarding several questions which confronted 
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the profession in Victoria, and in respect of which he 
proposed that the Institute Council should deal during 
the current year. 

Presentation of Diploma to the Retiring President.— 
The President presented to the retiring President (Mr. 
Serpell) a diploma recording the appreciation of the 
Institute of the valuable services which had been ren-
dered by him to the Institute and to the profession of 
architecture generally during his term of office as Pre-
sident of the R.V.I.A., for which Mr. Serpell returned 
thanks. The President reported that diplomas on similar 
lines had been forwarded to other past Presidents of  

the Institute as a mark of the esteem in which their 
services to the Institute were held. 

Staff.—Mr. Oakley moved "That this Annual Meeting 
place on record its congratulations and appreciation in 
respect of the valuable work performed by the Secretary 
and other members of the staff of the Institute during 
the past year, both in relation to the general work of 
the R.V.I.A. and also in respect of the strong financial 
position of the Institute which has been built up in 
recent years." Seconded by Mr. Yuncken, and carried. 
The Secretary returned thanks. 

R.V.I.A. STANDING COMMITTEES FOR 1935-36 
The following-stated Standing Committees of the R.V.I.A. for the year 1935-36 have been appointed by 

the Institute Council:— 

Representatives of the Council on the Board of 
Architectural Education 

Messrs. F. L. Klingender 	Messrs. Edward F. Billson 
C. E. Serpell 	 H. Vivian Taylor 

Civic Service Committee 
Mr. F. L. Klingender 

(Chairman) 
Alderman Frank Stapley 
Cr. John S. Gawler 
Messrs. W. A. M. Blackett 

A. R. Butler 
Leighton Irwin 

Journal and Publicity Comm.:ttee 

Mrs. Lorna Phillips 
	Messrs. W. A. M. Blackett 

(Chairman) 
	

J. H. Harvey 
Mr. Leslie M. Perrott 
	

(Editor) 

Building Regulations Committee 
Mr. Stanley T. Parkes 	Messrs. Leslie M. Perrott 

(Chairman) 	 C. E. Serpell 
Cr. R. B. Hamilton 	 Marcus R. Barlow 
Messrs. Leighton Irwin 	 R. S. Demaine 

F. L. Klingender 	W. O. McCutcheon 
P. A. Oakley 	 O. A. Yuncken 

Messrs. P. A. Oakley 
Leslie M. Perrott 
C. E. Serpell 
Edward F. Billson 
John R. Freeman 
W. O. McCutcheon 
O. A. Yuncken 

House 
Messrs. Gordon Murphy 

(Chairman) 
A. R. Butler 
A. J. Ainslie 

Committee 
Messrs. C. L. Cummings 

John R. Freeman 
Stanley T. Parkes 
A. Bramwell Smith 

Representatives on the Allied Societies 
Joint Rooms Committee 

Mr. F. L. Klingender (Representative) 
Mr. Gordon Murphy (Deputy Representative) 

MR. F. L. KLINGENDER 	MEMBERS' SECTION 
PRESIDENT 1935-36 

Mr. Frederick Louis Klingender, F.R.I.B.A. (F.), 
who was elected President of the R.V.I.A. at the Annual 
Meeting in March last, is a very old member of the 
Institute, having joined it as an Associate on April 6, 
1891. He was raised to the rank of Fellow on June 
26, 1906, and has been in practice as a principal, for 
42 years. He served articles with the late Chas. D'Ebro 
(Past President) and became a Fellow of the M.B.A. 
in 1931. 

While on a visit to England recently, he attended the 
opening of the new premises of the R.I.B.A. by His 
Majesty the King. (A note which he contributed, in 
reference to the ceremony, appeared in the March issue 
of this Journal.—Ed.) 

MESSRS. PURCHAS & G. E. TEAGUE (F.) .—Messrs. 
Purchas & Teague have been appointed Architects for 
the projected New Town Hall at Kew. 

MR. W. A. M. BLACKETT (F.) .—Mr. Blackett has 
been re-elected President of the Arts and Crafts Society. 

MR. HAROLD C. TRIGG (A.) :—Mr. Trigg, who is 
Senior District Architect in the Department of Public 
Works of Western Australia, and who has been on a 
brief visit to Melbourne, discussed several matters of 
professional interest with the Secretary (Mr. J. B. Islip) . 

MESSRS. A. J. RALTON (A.) and JOHN BUCHAN (A.) 
have left Melbourne for further study abroad. 

MR. D. C. WARD (A.) .—Mr. Ward, who gained the 
Robert and Ada Haddon Scholarship last year, has left 
for an extended tour through Egypt, Britain, the Con-
tinent and America. 
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STUDENTS' SOCIETY SECTION 

EDITORIAL NOTES 
APPRECIATION OF ART 

S has already been chronicled in the pictorial press, , 
on Saturday, May 3rd, a sketching party from 
the Atelier was politely but firmly removed by 
the police from the precincts of the Shrine of 

Remembrance. Recalling the easels we have seen gro-
ped up inside Churches in England and on the Con-
tinent, we wonder if sanctity decreases in inverse ratio 
to antiquity, or if it is that desecration is feared not 
so much from man's presence as from his artistic 
achievements. In the latter case, the guardians of the 
Shrine may have been better art critics than they knew, 
but surely to carry their action to its logical conclusion 
it would have been safer to have banished the intruders 
to the far side of the Albert Park Lake. 

Procedure of this nature is on a par with the action 
of the police some time ago, when a well known mem-
ber of the Institute was prevented by one of these 
guardians of the law from making a photograph in the 
Fitzroy Gardens, and that, notwithstanding announce-
ments on the kiosk in that reserve, to the effect that 
photo. materials are on sale there ! 

COMPETITIONS 

The competition for Door Furniture, sponsored by 
John Mçllwraith & Co., resulted in a smaller entry than 
was hoped for, but of a high standard. The first prize 
of £10 was awarded to Mr. R. Simpson, of Mr. Louis 
R. Williams' office; the second prize to Mr. R. Cox-
head, of Messrs. Mewton & Grounds, and the third prize 
to Mr. J. O'Mahony, of Mr. Alec. S. Eggleston's office. 
Further competitions in this series will be announced 
by the Secretary of the Society. 

In the Students' Society Scholarship the first problem 
set was a Garden Terrace, and the drawings were criti-
cised by Mr. Norman Seabrook. The second subject 
will be published shortly. Students are reminded that 
it is not too late to attempt the remainder of the sub-
jects, and that the student receiving top marks in each 
one gets a small individual prize. 

COMPLAINTS 

A certain Architect on the completion of a large build-
ing, always presents his clients with a Complaints Book, 
wherein they may bitterly inscribe the minor failings of 
the great scheme. If the general public could make 
similar notes for the attention of the Architectural pro-
fession, wet weather in the city would undoubtedly in-
spire some such remarks as these:— 

Verandahs.—Cantilever verandahs in front of shops 
are a very good idea, but why must adjacent ones always 
have a gap between, sometimes wide enough to let the 
rain drive through, but often a mere crevice in which 
collect great gouts of dirty water which fall across the 
path of the pedestrian like the hanging bead curtains 
of unpleasant memory. 

Cornices.—Drops of water again, splashing down, 
pints at a time, right on top of the optimist who hopes 
to gain a little shelter close to the wall. If the Archi-
tect must have a cornice to prevent stains appearing 
on the facade of his building, surely he could devise a 
small gutter along the top of it similarly to protect that 
of his client. 

A headline from "THE SUN," May 6th, 1935 :— 

"CONCRETE MEAT PROPOSALS TO-MORROW." 
We believe we have encountered reinforcement in 

our steak before to-day. 

THE ROBERT AND ADA HADRON 
SCHOLARSHIP OF THE R.V.I.A. 

This Scholarship, which carries an award of £300, 
together with the Silver Medal of the Institute, is, as 
far as is known, the most valuable of the kind in the 
world. It is an annual sum bequeathed by the late Mr. 
R. J. Haddon (who was a Fellow of the Institute for 
many years) and his wife, the late Mrs. Ada Haddon, 
and was awarded to Mr. Alan J. Ralton (A.). 

The President's Prize, donated by Mr. F. L. Klin-
gender (F.), was gained by Mr. Ross W. L. Stubbs  

(A.), the author of the design placed second in order 
of merit in the competition for Designing and Plan-
ning, the subject of which was "A Community Housing 
Scheme," while a Certificate of Hon. Mention went to 
the author of the drawings placed third in the Com-
petition for Designing and Planning, Mr. D. B. Winde-
bank (A,). 

All drawings submitted will be exhibited at the next 
General Meeting of the Institute. 
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STUDENTS' SOCIETY SECTION 

HI\TS TO TRAVELLERS 

At the March meeting of the Architectural Students' 
Society, Mr. Ewen Laird gave a pleasantly informal 
talk about his recent tour abroad. His enthusiasm was 
so infectious, and his practical experience so likely to 
prove useful to others of us who may be following in 
his footsteps, that we have asked him to allow us to 
print a resume of his lecture. 

He began by warning the intending traveller that the 
world holds a great deal more than just architecture, 
and that, further, he may not always be in the right 
mood to appreciate it when he sees it. This applies 
especially to ancient monuments, where it sometimes 
requires 100% of boyish enthusiasm, with lots of 
imagination, really to appreciate the proper atmosphere 
of the place. He mentioned that he left Australia as a 
traditionalist and came back as a convert to the new 
school of thought. "Not," he said, "that I liked the 
traditional work any less, but that seeing the real work 
in all the strength of its proper environment makes one 
realise the complete futility of reproducing ancient forms 
in modern buildings." 

He makes the encouraging statement that it is easy 
for Australian draughtsmen to get work in London, 
and that he did not have to wait longer than a week 
for either of the two positions he took. With another 
ex-member of this Students' Society he did a 5,000 mile 
tour in England, Scotland and Wales for a total cost 
of about 8/6 a day. To this, of course, must be added 
25% on account of the Australian exchange. "The 
only country," he added, "where he could bear to think 
in terms of Australian money was in Greece, where the 
English pound was worth 32/6." 

In touring Europe for four months, the overall cost 
was £1 (English) per day, and it included fares, board, 
entrees, and purchase of books, but he drew attention 
to his own name and that of his companion, who was 
Keith Mackay, and said that he thought the price 
was just about bedrock. They travelled Third Class 
everywhere—the only way really to absorb the atmos-
phere of a country and its people, often in full measure 
—and they solved the luggage problem by travelling 
very light with only a suit-case and knapsack, which 
could be left in the station cloak room while they 
explored on foot to find suitable lodgings. By this 
means they usually managed to avoid the real menace 
of the hotel touts who throng all railway stations, and 
who are so persistent that they sometimes drive pas-
sengers to call for police protection. 

As regards the language difficulty, his chief advice 
was, "don't worry." Woolworth's sell small books at 
6d. each, and three of these—French, German and 
Italian—will get you all you want in these countries 
and all the rest thrown in. Figures, luckily, are inter-
national, and the wise traveller carries a small pad and 
pencil about with him, getting the hotel-keeper to set 
down his terms in black and white, and always taking 
care that a very elastic commodity called "Service" is 
included in the tariff and not added as something over 
10% on the final account. Never go on tours of any 
sort. You can do it more cheaply on your own and 
can see more without being rushed, "And," he said, 
"if you want to be low-down you can always creep up 
behind a column and listen-in to someone else's Cook's 
guide," a procedure, we gathered, not entirely favoured 
by officials. 

Having reached your foreign city, the next step is to 
get into the buildings, and for this the Institute is in-
valuable. Through the R.V.I.A. you get an introduc-
tion to the R.I.B.A. and they give you a travelling card 
which is printed in five languages, and this will always 
get you past the gatekeeper to someone in authority 
who can usually speak English and who is generally 
very kind and will show you all you want. In the 
U.S.A. a particularly good impression is made by the 
word "Royal," which apparently carries a vague sug-
gestion that the bearer probably has a title, and in any 
case he is made very welcome. Everything you hear 
about the amazing American hospitality, he said, is true. 

We have not space here to quote his interesting com-
ments on the modern buildings, mostly hospitals, of 
which he made a study. There was no romance, he 
said, in Germany-pure functionalism under Professor 
Gropius, of Dessau—but plenty of it in the Dutch 
School, led by Dudok. For Finland he had a great 
admiration, an active people, always running a ten-mile 
race, or scrubbing something, making the best of their 
eight months of daylight in the year. In Greece, fol-
lowing in the footsteps of Lord Elgin, he souvenired 
a small piece of the Parthenon, and found the language 
so complicated that he never learnt to say more than 
"How much ?" 

"How much ?" in fact were two words which he 
could translate into every European language, and al-
though this may seem a sordid note on which to end 
this discourse, we believe that the uplifting result of his 
Scottish researches has been to encourage many of his lis-
teners to hope that the world is an oyster which may, 
after all, be opened with an H.B. pencil. 
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