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APPRECIATE the compliment you have paid me in 
inviting me to address you. I make no apology for 
accepting the invitation. In happier days the secular 
affairs of your profession would be the subject of an 

address on an occasion like this. There was a time 
within the memory of most of us when professional or 
business men, as such, did not need to concern them-
selves with problems of high finance, or with the 
economic result of political actions. 

(1) "Restraints of rulers and princes" appeared in 
bills of lading, but in civilised countries, business could 
proceed without fear that authority would intervene 
between parties to contracts entered into willingly within 
the law ; or that traders who had sent their goods to a 
foreign country, would be prevented by government 
decree from obtaining remittances in payment; or that 
racketeering on industry would be practised by political 
parties. 

Also those worthy people who find satisfaction in 
managing other people's affairs, were occupied with 
theology, morals, sanitation and such things instead of 
with currency and exchange. These were left in the 
hands of bankers, who in managing their affairs in the 
interests of their shareholders, incidentally provided in-
dustry with the currency and credits that it needed. 

The war upset all that. Commerce, industry and 
finance were subordinated to war requirements. Gov-
ernments assumed control and bureaucracy ruled 
supreme. After the war came an outbreak of national-
ism. New states acquired national consciousness—
economic activities were subordinated to political, 
national and social aspirations. Tariffs, embargoes, boy-
cotts, as well as social experiments in insurance, educa-
tion, and health, subjected industry to a continuous 
series of interferences which put such a strain upon it, 
that business men, in self defence, had to concern them-
selves with politics. 

Moreover, business men run the risk of being made 
vicarious sacrifices. There is a charge laid against them 
of having failed in some way or another. The number 
of people who ascribe the present depression to the 
failure of capitalism, or the Gold Standard, or the Bank-
ing System, is remarkable. 

Professor Henry Clay points out that taking the twenty 
years before the war, the success of the people who direct 
industry in keeping industry occupied with the things 
people wanted and were willing to pay for, was so 
great that on the average 95% of the working popula-
tion was kept employed continuously. 

Since 1926 the unemployment figure has averaged 
over 13% and is now much higher. The direction of 
industry is not responsible for this: there has been no 
loss of efficiency in the direction of industry. 

The reason is that both on the world stage and in 
the local arena commerce, finance and industry are unduly 
subordinated to political considerations. 

(2) It has been remarked that the road to recovery 
from the present world depression is barred by the dis-
agreements of economists. On the other hand, it has 
been pointed out that doctors disagree and that their 
disagreement does not necessarily hinder the recovery 
of the patient. On the contrary, if the doctors decide 
to settle their differences before treating the patient, he 
will probably have recovered by the time they are ready 
to dose him—assuming he has a good nurse, fresh air 
and a simple diet. 

The world has been likened to a sick person with a 
high temperature. The thermometer is registering 105° 
when 98° is normal—or in Australia, 1252° with 100° 
as normal. One economist proposes to stabilise the 
thermometer so that it will always register 100°1 An-
other says that the normal temperature has changed and 
that the arrow on the thermometer marking "normal" 
should be altered to 1252°! A third suggests that 
attempts should be made to reduce the fever. 

We realise in the case of an individual that the 
thermometer is merely a recorder ; that the fever will 
not be relieved by altering the scale on the instrument; 
that the fever itself is a symptom and not a cause, and 
it can only be reduced by removing the cause of which 
it is the symptom. 

That is equally true of the world depression. Defla-
tion is a symptom. Unemployment is a result, not of 
deflation, but of the causes of which deflation is a 
symptom. Numerous methods have been tried to stop 
deflation—countries have gone off the gold standard, 
which is the equivalent to scrapping the thermometer; 
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credit inflation is being tried, which is equivalent to 
feeding the fever: but prices still sag; values decline; 
unemployment, if it does not actually increase, stub-
bornly refuses to fall. 

Our position in Australia is simpler than that of other 
nations because we have not as complicated an economic 
structure, and because the two main causes of unemploy-
ment are clear. 

(3) Much has been talked about "National Income." 
Sir Josiah Stamp gives the homely illustration of a heap, 
composed of all the goods and services produced by 
us as a community, boots and bread and ballads ; ser-
mons, sheep and surgical operations architects' plans 
and physicians' prescriptions ; everything contributed by 
us whereby we have a claim upon the work of our 
fellow men, who are contributing to the heap, including 
the services of those who have helped to make the heap 
larger by contributing the use of capital goods provided 
out of savings from the heaps of former years. 

We receive money tokens for these contributions in 
the shape of currency, including bank credit It is clear 
that we cannot as a whole get more out of the heap 
than is there. For example, if we double the number 
of tokens or increase, or decrease their denomination the 
heap itself is not altered. 

This analogy applies to Australia; but two important 
considerations enter into the valuation of our income. 
Of the goods we produce 47% is exported and is 
valued at the price the buyer is prepared to pay in a 
currency which is no longer at par with ours. Secondly, 
for many years our income has been supplemented by 
overseas borrowings. 

For five years to 1928 inclusive, the Commonwealth 
and States borrowed overseas an average of 30 millions 
per annum. During this period the Commonwealth 
spent about 8 millions and the States about 33 mil-
lions per annum. This expenditure provided employ-
ment for, say, 200,000 men, together with probably a 
similar number employed in supplying their needs. In 
1931 the loan expenditure of the States was under 7 
millions, of which nearly 4 millions was spent in New 
South 'Wales. This drastic reduction resulted in an 
unemployment problem of a most serious nature and 
of great difficulty, which cannot be remedied quickly. 

The secondary results of this extravagant borrowing 
period were many and serious. The country was spend-
ing money which it had not earned, and which therefore 
led to public and private extravagance and to rising 
costs. The Commonwealth Government collected high 
duties on the goods by means of which the loans were 
transferred to Australia and had money to burn. Heavy 
imports competed with local manufacturers; costs of 
production rose and penalised the exporter who sought 
through pools, bounties, bonuses and export control 
boards to bolster up prices. The borrowing ceased and 
the bubble burst ! 

The second cause of the fall in National Income was 
the decline in the prices of exports almost entirely of 
primary produce. The value of export production reached 
its maximum in 1925 of 157 millions (excluding gold) , 
and thereafter declined until in 1931 it was 76 millions. 

At the start, this loss of income fell on one section 
of the community, and it is an illustration of the im- 

portance of primary production in Australia that this 
loss should have had such an adverse effect on the 
community as a whole. 

At the same time it does not present so difficult a 
problem as does that of unemployment resulting from 
the cessation of borrowing. In fact it constitutes a clue 
to the solution of the problem. 

(4) There is one school of thought—almost entirely 
political and academic 	which thinks in terms of income. 
This school sees only one remedy and that is, by some 
means or other—inflation of the currency, extension of 
bank credit or inflation through the exchanges—to in-
crease the money value of the wealth heap, so that it 
may be as great as it was before the slump. 

There is another school however, which views the 
problem from the other side. It notices that the loss 
of income through the fall in prices fell unequally. 
From the analogy of the wealth heap it sees that if 
the money claims on the goods and services piled thereon, 
could have been adjusted so that all were reduced pro-
portionately to the reduced money value of the heap, 
no one would have been worse 'off. 

It points out that the reason why Australia had a 
high standard of living even before the inflation through 
borrowing, was that her productivity per head was high 
when seasons were good ; and that the reason why to-day 
there is so much poverty amidst such plenty as two 
bountiful seasons have bestowed, is because prices of 
goods and services are out of equilibrium and will not 
exchange freely. 

This school says "everything is relative, and that 
what is wanted is a restoration of a proper balance 
between prices and costs and between the prices of dif-
ferent kinds of goods and services, so that goods and 
services may exchange freely as they do when exchange 
values are in equilibrium." 

Take an illustration—iron ore is mined in South Aus-
tralia where the basic wage is 63/- and limestone in 
Tasmania where the rate is 64/10. These are freighted 
in ships where the able-bodied seaman's wage plus over-
time and keep is about 94/-. At Newcastle the lime-
stone and iron ore are smelted with coke produced from 
coal where the rate is 17/6 per day and turned into 
steel at wages based on 82/6 per week of 44 hours 
plus child endowment.*  

The consequence is that the iron ore and limestone 
are returned to South Australia in the shape of steel 
products, galvanised iron, wire netting, etc., at prices 
which prevent them from selling freely. Thus employ-
ment in New South Wales, Tasmania and South Aus-
tralia is reduced because wages in New South Wales 
are out of line. It is obvious that the quantity of New 
South Wales coal and steel products which the rest of 
Australia can afford to buy, depends on the relation of 
their prices to the prices at which the world is willing 
to buy wool and wheat. 

The products of industry come into the market as a 
supply of such products, but also as a demand for other 

  

       

       

       

       

       

       

     

*NOTE.—At the Newcastle coal mines the wage 6f the 
lowest paid men (labourers) is 17/6 per day. These men work 
on the surface and have nothing to do with the mining of 
coal. The contract hewing rate paid to miners actually 
winning coal is 4/0.89 per ton. The average daily net earn-
ings of miners in two collieries for two fortnightly pays was 
39/1.84d. in one case and 46/4.67d. in the other. 
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products. If costs of the various products are in equili-
brium the products will exchange freely. Production 
and consumption will expand together. 

(5) There are special reasons why this restoration 
of balance between costs and prices is important to 
Australia. 

Australia is a debtor country. She has to pay money 
abroad for interest on her public debt, for shipping 
freights, for insurance on goods, as well as for those 
imports which are essential to enable her to export her 
goods (such as jute, phosphate rock, cotton, etc.) . She 
can only discharge these obligations through the medium 
of goods which the overseas buyer is willing to take 
and at the price which he is willing to pay. The prices 
at which wool, wheat, butter and metals can be sold 
in the markets of the world are known; whether these 
prices are profitable or not depends on costs. Costs in 
agriculture, depend—amongst other things—on the 
amount of fertilisers, jute goods, twine, fencing wire 
and transport which can be obtained in exchange for 
wool, wheat, butter and mutton. 

Production under the existing economic system can-
not be maintained, unless it is profitable production. It 
was clear long before prices started to fall that primary 
production was becoming unprofitable in Australia under 
rising costs. It was manifest that the policy of giving 
bounties on butter, dried fruits, wine, as well as on 
iron and steel, sulphur and such things could only con- 
tinue as long as wool and wheat were able to stand the 
cost and that unless costs were reduced, production 
would gradually shrink until it was only sufficient for 
the requirements of the home market plus whatever pro-
duction for export was profitable because of some specially 
favourable circumstance. Such a restriction of out-put of 
course would have caused as much unemployment as, 
if not more than, that caused by the fall in prices, and 
would have meant a permanent reduction in our standard 
of living. 

Owing to the world inflation plus the added inflation 
through borrowed money, the relationship between in-
come and effort was lost sight of, particularly by poli-
ticians. In fact they did not lose sight of it—they never 
saw it! Neither the individual nor the community can 
continue indefinitely to borrow money. Although cer-
tain individuals and sections of the community can bene-
fit through pensions or bonuses or tariffs, at the expense 
of the rest of the community, every individual and all 
sections cannot benefit at the expense of the community 
at the same time. And so interwoven are the economic 
relationships of individuals and sections of the com-
munity, that sometimes people are merely benefiting 
themselves at the expense of themselves, and the ex-
pense may be greater than the benefit! 

(6) There is another reason why we should avoid 
inflation in Australia—either through currency, credit, 
or a rising exchange rate. We have certain floating 
obligations abroad, part of which at any rate we may 
hope to fund. We have loans maturing which we have 
no hope of paying off and which must be converted. I 
do not think we have finished with the oversea market 
for loans for, development and establishment of new 
industries either by the Government or by private capital. 
Unfortunately but assuredly, free lending is compatible 
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only with confidence in the integrity of the borrower. 
A country which talks about writing down its debts by 
depreciation or repudiation ; which has political and 
financial leaders who advocate using the exchange rate 
as a means of maintaining costs, is not to be regarded as 
an attractive place in which to invest money. 

The lender at the present time is under duress. Dur-
ing the period of inflation he suffered loss of income 
through the decreased value of money. Now that the 
balance is being adjusted he is being attacked from all 
sides. This may or may not be just; but it is surely 
foolish in a new country like Australia to advocate 
schemes which will frighten the lender, and make him 
afraid to send his money to a country in which his 
returns and the security of his capital, ,are at the whim 
of a politician who is touting for votes. 

When England left the gold standard some people 
applauded. The applause has died away. After the first 
reaction unemployment has increased. The most that 
could be said of British trade at the end of May was 
that it had held its own since the suspension of the 
gold standard, but had not recovered any ground lost. 

On the other hand, further deterioration in Europe 
and America and further loss of confidence, are features 
of the world situation, which may be ascribed partly to 
the suspension of the gold standard by England and 
other countries. It seems obvious that revival of world 
trade is impossible whilst nations are managing their 
currencies to suit political conditions. One can expect 
no flow of private capital towards Australia whilst talk 
of depreciation and/or inflation is in the air. 

(7) The great obstacle to the ready acceptance of 
the remedy of balancing prices and costs is that there is 
no kudos to be derived from it. It is not spectacular; 
it is the natural way, and anything natural is anti-
pathetic from the mind of the bureaucrat or the modern-
ist who sees virtue only in a planned economy. How-
ever this adjustment actually is being carried out. Whilst 
the economists are debating amongst themselves about 
what should be done, costs are coming down. They are 
coming down but slowly because there is not full co-
operation between the three partners in industry—
labour, capital, and management—and because people's 
minds are diverted by schemes of inflation. Sir Josiah 
Stamp said the other day "It is not how much people 
will stand, as how much they will understand which 
determines the speed of adjustment." 

Still, outgo is being adjusted to income by individuals 
and by companies, but not sufficiently quickly by 
Governments. 

It is estimated by the Economists that the National 
Income for the year ended 30th June last was 430 
millions. Government expenditure was 180 millions 
or 42% ! 8s. 5d. out of every pound of National In-
come, was spent by the Government! In 1927 it was 
27%, and in 1929 28%. If Government expenditure 
were reduced to that proportion of the National Income 
which it represented in 1927 it would have to come 
down by 80 millions. Most of this expenditure is 
non-productive, and it is absorbing funds which other-
wise would be available towards stimulating productive 
industry. At 30th June there was 834 millions of 
short term debt which had been incurred mostly in 



financing Government deficits and which is likely to be 
increased to 100 millions by the proposals adopted by 
the Premiers at their recent conference. 

It is not sufficient that Government budgets should 
be balanced ; they must be balanced and in such a way 
that the proportion of income taken by taxation is 
reduced to a figure which will not impede the recovery 
and expansion of productive enterprise. 

There is rigidity also in the industrial arbitration 
system; not so much in the wage rates themselves as in 
the conditions under which labour works. 

There are regulations by public authorities, embargo, 
restrictions, and tariffs which fetter enterprise. 

It is an interesting commentary on recent happenings 
in New South Wales, that according to Professor Shann 
in the " '90s" depression, New South Wales led the 
way to recovery. The policy adopted by Sir George 
Reid in 1893 was to take every removable burden off 
the costs of primary producers. Protective duties were 
removea; revenue duties were lightened and shifted on 
to luxuries. The consequence was that New South 
Wales made a recovery in bold contrast with the long 
stagnation that followed 1893 in Victoria. 

It must be admitted that the only authority that at 
the present time can start a movement big enough to 
restore appreciably employment, is Government, but 
Government can help also by removing those obstacles 
to enterprise and to recovery for which political action 
has been responsible. Unfortunately political action can-
not remove all the consequences of its mistakes—for 
example, the consequences of political borrowings. It 
can do a good deal, however, and there should be 
steady pressure on Governments in this direction, and 
an attempt to cultivate a public opinon adverse from the 
system of mass political bribery, which is the curse of 
Australian politics and from which no one party is less 
exempt than another. 

For the rest we have to depend for recovery on the 
providence of good seasons, and the rise in export prices, 
which will come when confidence returns and countries 
cease depreciating their currencies. 

The vitality and toughness of our economic system 
and the resourcefulness of our people have been demon-
strated during the last two years, and are grounds on 
which confidence in the future can be based. 

(8) Viscount Grey, writing about world affairs, said 
that "far-seeing men may be able to calculate the direct 
consequences of a political act or policy; the indirect 
consequences are beyond human calculation; and it is 
the indirect consequences, that in the long run, are most 
important." 

This applies equally in the economic world. The 
indirect consequences of a large scale interference with 
what are called "economic laws," are so obscure as to 
make it dangerous to meddle with them. 

One of the difficulties to-day is that the overlap of 
political and economic organisations is so great that the 

sense of responsibility is clouded, if not lost altogether. 
Politicians make promises and set in motion—with the 
best intentions in the world—forces, the economic con-
sequences of which they do not see and probably could 
not understand, if they did see them. They have power 
over the national income in every direction except one ; 
they can destroy it; they can direct it into one channel 
or another; they can impoverish one section and enrich 
another ; but they cannot create income. 

That comes back in the end to work, savings and 
management. Those who are endeavouring to get costs 
of production down—either by eliminating waste or by 
speeding up production or by reducing their claim on 
production are working definitely to turn the flank of 
the depression. 

The cumulative effect of individual efforts is powerful 
though it may be slow. Already the margin between 
profit and loss in many industries has been reduced to 
a point at which profits are emerging and where this 
is not so, to a point where an increase in price not too 
great to be impossible in these dark days, will turn 
the scale. This path towards recovery may be slow, but 
it is sure; it is the healthy path which having been 
trodden leads to stability and active conditions. The 
other path—that of increasing prices by inflation—is 
unreliable. It creates mistrust and uncertainty and it 
is difficult to control; it leads inevitably to deflation and 
so 	so far as concerns a condition such as we are in 
at present 	it is merely postponing the evil day. 

(9) I put these points before you to-night in the 
first place because you are interested, as professional 
men, in a return to sound prosperity, and secondly, be-
cause I think it is important to distinguish between the 
activity of a healthy economy and that febrile activity 
which is a symptom of disease. We are all tempted to 
look for short-cuts out of troubles; to hope that there is 
some way of escaping the consequences of political and 
economic acts. 

Professor Clay points out that in the past, Australia 
has attempted an impossibility—the establishment and 
maintenance of an internal level of real wages (using 
"wages" in its widest sense) higher than the world value 
of the work for which the wages are paid, while con-
tinuing to work for the world market. We cannot escape 
working for the world market—our external debt pre-
vents that, therefore the logic of the situation drives 
us irresistibly to the conclusion that we must get our 
internal price level down to the point at which we can 
work profitably for the world market. We may seek to 
escape from this necessity, but we cannot evade it. 

If we cheerfully accept it and work for it we will 
find that we are helping to create that atmosphere of 
confidence, which when it spreads, will enable world 
prices to return to a profitable level. On the other 
hand, if we try to escape by adopting schemes which 
do not inspire confidence, we are hindering instead of 
helping, and are our own worst enemies. 
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STATE ELECTRICITY COMMISSION OF VICTORIA 
NEW BUILDING 

A. R. LA GERCHE, A.R.I.B.A., CHIEF ARCHITECT 

STATE ELECTRICITY COMMISSION OF VICTORIA 

THE building is a fire-resisting structure of steel 
encased in concrete. The foundations are on a 
formation of hard and soft schist and consist of a 
series of reinforced concrete beams set out in the 

form of a monolithic grid with independent floor slabs 
separated from the grid by bitumen joints. In the grid 
the steel columns are embedded, and were first erected 
on small concrete bases placed at the bottom of the 
trenches which were excavated for the beams. The 
whole of the steelwork to the third floor level was then 
placed in position and after the necessary adjustments 
were made, the concrete foundations of the grid were 
poured, the columns transferring their loads by bond 
to the grid. The concreting of the floor slabs was car-
ried out after the completion of the upper part of the 
building. The whole of the weight of the superstructure 
is taken by the grid, and the party walls on the north 
and west boundaries are entirely relieved of any pres-
sure upon them. 

Stone from the Wangaratta Quarries was used for 
the exterior facing. To the first floor level on the 
Flinders Street frontage, the stone was employed as a 
casing to the concrete in the ordinary manner. Above 
that level the stucco finish is composed of a mixture of 
crushed Wangaratta Stone and Geelong cement, treated 
with a dilute solution of Muriatic Acid to remove the 
surface cement and to disclose the colour of the aggre-
gate. The same material was used for panelling stair-
cases and for facing the fronts of the elevators. 

For the various internal fittings, folded and pressed 
steel has been employed perhaps somewhat more exten-
sively than on the average city building; otherwise the 
joinery is constructed of kiln-dried mountain ash. Among 
the various floor coverings, linoleum of Australian manu-
facture was used and in the showrooms, public spaces 
and corridors is laid down in the form of tiles approxi-
mately 12in. square, cemented to the prepared surface 
of the concrete. 

The three lower floors are provided with mechanical 
ventilation. Air is admitted to the building at the 
roof level and, after being filtered, washed and tem-
pered is distributed by a system of plenum ducts, sup-
plemented in certain sections by exhaust flues and fans 
continuously operated in the case of the sanitary blocks. 

For warming, briquette fuel has been successfully 
utilised. The installation, located in a sub-basement, 
consists of two under-fired multi-tubular boilers of an 
hourly capacity each of 2,000,000 "BTUs." automati- 
cally fired and thermostatically controlled, the heat being 	 
distributed by radiators throughout the various rooms 
and corridors, or by heaters housed in the plenum ducts. 
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An automatic telephone system is in operation 
throughout the premises. A single instrument is used 
for both internal and external calls, special keys being 
provided for holding waiting calls. The installation 
carried out by the Postmaster-General's Department con-
sists of a complete 300 line automatic exchange situated 
on the 6th floor—approximately 210 telephones are at 
present in use. The main switchboard is manually 
operated. Fifteen incoming lines connect with the Cen- 
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tral Exchange while out-going lines are dialled direct 
from the instruments. 

A 400/230 volt, 4 wire, 3 phase, 50 cycle supply is 
provided for the building by a sub-station located in 
the basement of the Flinders Lane building. A dupli-
cate 6.6 kV. supply from Tavistock Place is provided, 
so that there is little likelihood of interruption to supply, 
and in consequence no standby plant has been installed. 
Twin 4-core armoured cables run from the sub-station 
to the main switchboard located in the basement. The 
main board consists of eight panels, the overall dimen-
sions being approximately 18ft. by Sft. Matt zelemite 
lin. in thickness is used for the panels. 

The main oil circuit breaker has a capacity of 1,500 
amps. and the circuits on each tariff are controlled by 
an air circuit breaker and fuses only, no circuit switches 
being used. 

Special metal cable troughs are provided to keep the 
wiring neat at the rear of the board, and the incoming 
conduits are run in a concrete trench in the floor. 

The wiring is on the solidly earthed neutral system, 
single pole switches and fuses being used on all sub-
circuits, thereby effecting very marked economy both in 
cost and space required for the sub-boards. All wires 
and cables have braid, coloured to indicate the phase to 
which they are connected. 

The total connected load of the building is approxi-
mately 1,400 amps. per phase, but the maximum meas-
ured load has to date not exceeded 300 amps. per phase. 

The show window lighting is of special interest and 
includes a Thyraton controlled colour changing equip-
ment which is the first of its kind in Australia. The 
total connected load of the windows is over 50 kW. 

Flood lighting is used for the front elevation from 
tenth floor level, forty-one (41) 200 watt outdoor flood 
lights being installed. 

A central antenna system is installed so that any num-
ber of radio receivers may be operated and demonstrated 
without interference. 

The main lifts consist of three gearless machines hav-
ing a speed of 450 feet per minute, 2,500 lbs. capacity 
and car switch control with automatic floor levelling. 
Special attention was paid to the signal system and cross 
cancelling flashlight annunciators with up and down 
hall lanterns, and < electrical car position indicators are 
installed. 

The doors are of the centre parting type, 3ft. bin. 
opening, without car gates, and have proved satisfactory 
and rapid in operation. Power operation was considered, 
but experience has proved such to be unnecessary. At 
peak periods with heavy traffic in both directions, a ser-
vice of 47 seconds is provided. 

The rear lift for the use of the staff is a geared 
machine of 2,000 lbs. capacity, 300 feet per minute, 
A.C. commutator motor and dual collective control with 
electric car position indicators. 

A complete 3in. pneumatic carrier tube system con-
sisting of 22 stations is installed to handle all corres- 
pondence, the control desk being situated on the fifth 
floor. In addition, a 244n. cash system is operated on 
the ground floor. 

Shortly after installation the carriers handled in one 
day of eight hours were 2,313 or one every 122 seconds. 
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Subsequently, a check was taken at a peak period when 
330 carriers were handled in 30 minutes or one every 
51 seconds. The system is operated by a turbine blower 
driven by a 20 h.p. motor in the basement. 

The vacuum is approximately 2.3in. of mercury and 
the speed of the carriers in the tube is approximately 
30 feet per second. 

A small broadcasting set is installed on the roof for 
direct communication with the patrol cars, of which 
there are approximately 30 equipped with receiving 
apparatus in the metropolitan districts. It is interesting 
to note that after a call to a particular operator has 
been broadcast, the average time for an answer to be 
received by 'phone is three minutes. 

In connection with the broadcasting equipment, a 
5 kW. fully automatic petrol driven generating plant is 
installed in the basement which supplies power to the 
set and light to the control room in case of emergency. 
This set takes 27 seconds to run up after failure of 
supply. 

Electric clocks have been installed throughout the 
premises and are of the minute impulse type operated 
by a master clock in the control room. The current for 
the secondary clocks is supplied by a copper oxide 
rectifier. 

Portable electric commercial type vacuum cleaners are 
installed, one being provided for each floor with a 
spare unit. 

Electrically operated floor polishers are used through-
out the building. 

Hot water is provided by electric storage systems 
equipped with continuous and booster elements. 

The principal purpose of the building is the accom-
modation of the Commission's Metropolitan Electricity 
Supply Department which has been transferred from its 
previously cramped offices in Queen Street and to pro-
vide, at the same time, a more convenient situation for 
the general public in the payment of its accounts and 
the transaction of its business with the Commission. 
Advantage, however, has been taken of the new location 
—right opposite the Flinders Street Station--by means 
of showroom and demonstration rooms, to popularise 
the use of electricity. The ground floor and basement 
are therefore being used for displays of electrical manu-
factures and for demonstrations of household electrical 
and labour-saving appliances and for all other purposes 
for which electricity is now being so abundantly 
employed. 

In accordance with the Commission's policy, Aus-
tralian materials have been used almost exclusively 
throughout. 
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PROFESSIONAL PRACTICE 
A Conference recently held between representatives of the R.V.I.A. and the Institution of Engineers, Australia, 
dealt with matters relating to Professional Practice affecting both the Architectural and the Engineering 
Professions, and adopted the following recommendations, which have since been ratified by the Councils 

of both bodies. 

TER careful consideration, we are unanimously F 	 y 
of opinion that the following recommendations 
are not only in the best interests of professional 
prestige and practice, but also that they stand 

for the public welfare, as regards safety, economy and 
progressive development in building construction. 

(1) We recommend to the Council of the Rdyai Vic-
torian Institute of Architects that no firm of Archi-
tects should refer to themselves as "Engineers," 
unless at least one of the principals is a "Qualified 
Engineer." 

(2) We recommend to the Committee of the Mel-
bourne Division, Institution of Engineers, Aus-
tralia, that no firm of Engineers should refer to 
themselves as "Architects" unless at least one of 
the principals is a "Registered Architect." 

We strongly condemn the practice of some Archi- 
tects availing themselves of "free engineering ser- 
vice" or of the employment of a person who is 
not a "Qualified Engineer" to do professional en-
gineering work. Where an Architect is adopting 
such practices we recommend that the matter be 
brought under the notice of the R.V.I.A. and the 
I.E.A. for their joint action, if thought desirable. 

(4) Whereas professional work is being seriously en-
croached upon by so-called `Architects and Builders' 
and others, and whereas this is in many cases made 

possible by free engineering services, we recom-
mend, that, other thnigs being equal, preference be 
given by members to those firms who do not supply 
such free service. 

(5) We recommend that prominence be given in the 
press to our views as expressed in the foregoing 
resolutions. 

By `Registered Architect" is meant an Architect regis-
tered under The Architects' Registration Act of Victoria, 
1928. 

By "Qualified Engineer" is meant a Professional 
Engineer who holds a Degree in Engineering of a British 
University, or who is a corporate member of a Pro-
fessional Engineering Institution which admits to cor-
porate membership by an examination or the equivalent 
and who has had at least three years' experience in the 
design and supervision of works in the branch of en-
gineering concerned. 

By "free engineering service" is meant "engineering 
design prepared by a firm or company interested in the 
supply of materials included in the design." 

The Committee comprised the following:—

C. E. SERPELL, F.R.A.I.A., Chairman. 
R. B. HAMILTON, A.R.I.B.A., F.R.A.I.A., Member. 
CLIVE STEELE, A.M.I.E. AUST., Member. 
JOHN A. LAING, A.M.I.E. AUST., Member. 
L. M. PERROTT, F.R.I.B.A., F.R.A.I.A., Member. 
A. C. LEITH, M.I.E. AUST., Member. 

(3)  

MEMBERS' SECTION 
ALDERMAN FRANK STAPLEY (F.).—Alderman Stap-

ley is now associated with Mr. F. C. Cook, C.E., L.S., 
the practice being carried on in Nicholas Building, 37 
Swanston Street, Melbourne, C.1. Tel. Central 2448. 
They are practising as Architects, Civil Engineers, Sur-
veyors and Town-Planners. 

MR. GERALD THORLEY DYSON (A.)—Mr. Dyson, 
who was recently elected an Associate of the R.V.I.A., 
is a member of the staff of the State Electricity Com-
mission. He served articles in Melbourne, passed 1st 
year at the Melbourne University Atelier of Architecture, 
studied Architecture and construction at the Working 
Men's College, Melbourne. 

MR. W. A. M. BLACKETT (F.) .—Congratulations to 
Mr. W. A. M. Blackett, who has recently been elected 
a Fellow of the Royal Institute of British Architects. 
Mr. Blackett is a Past-President of the R.V.I.A., Past-
President of the R.A.I.A., and his firm (Blackett and 

Forster) received the "Street Architecture Medal" of 
the R,V.I.A. for the design of "Francis House," in Col-
lins Street. (This was the first occasion on which the 
medal was awarded.) 

MR. LOUIS HARRISON (F.) . 	Mr. Harrison, who for- 
merly practised in Deniliquin, N.S.W., for several years, 
but has been - practising for some years in Albury, 
N.S.W., is also congratulated upon having been elected 
a Fellow of the R.I.B.A. 

ANNUAL GOLF MATCH 

It has been arranged that the Annual Golf Match will 
be held on 17th October next, on the links of the Royal 
Melbourne Golf Club. The links are on Cheltenham 
Road, Black Rock, Sandringham (off Bluff Road) . The 
player with the best nett score will hold the presentation 
Cup for the next twelve months. 
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AUSTRALIAN MUTUAL PROVIDENT SOCIETY'S NEW BUILDING 
C/r COLLINS and MARKET STREETS, MELBOURNE 

The R.V.I.A. Street /\rchi+ocfun, Medal for 1932 was awarded to this design. 
Messrs: BATES, SMART, & McCUTCHEON, F.F. & A.R.V.I.A., ARCHITECTS 
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MINUTES OF MEETING HELD ON 27th JULY, 1932 

Mr. C. E. Serpell (Vice-President) occupied the chair. 
Among the visitors, who were welcomed by the -Chair-
man, were Mr. E. H. Wreford (Chairman of the As-
sociated Banks), Mr. S. Tuxen (President of the Vic-
torian Institute of Surveyors), and Mr. H. V. Lindow 
(Chairman of the "Lift Engineering Section of the Vic-
torian Chamber of Manufactures") . 

Mr. Gerald T. Dyson was elected an Associate of 
the Institute. 

The Chairman then invited Sir Lennon Raws to ad-
dress the members on the subject of Prices and Costs. 
(The address will be found in another part of the 
Journal.) 

Mr. E. H. Wreford, in proposing a vote of thanks 
to Sir Lennon Raws, said that he had very great pleasure 
in moving a hearty vote of thanks to Sir Lennon for the 
giving of his address, to which he had listened with 
very great interest. In his opinion, the Royal Victorian 
Institute of Architects, Sir Lennon Raws and the As-
sociated Banks, had a great deal in common in cherish-
ing the same standards of solidity, integrity and fidelity. 
He agreed generally with the address which had been 
given by Sir Lennon, who had become, in the course 
of his life, a man of very considerable knowledge and 
experience, he being a man who had built fundamental 
principles of theory into successful practice. In Mr. 
Wreford's opinion, the general conservatism of Australia 
was not to be condemned simply because of the fact 
that it was conservative. He quoted the adage "Prove 
all things, hold that which is good." 

If we attempted to discard the solid principles of the 
old by-gone days of Egypt and Rome, we would soon 
lose our balance and standards of integrity in the eyes 
of the remainder of the world, therefore he preferred 
to stick to the old principles rather than to rush away 
into some of the new financial proposals of the present 
day, which were being vociferously advanced by en-
thusiastic persons who were unversed in financial lore. 

Mr. Wreford said that he was in hearty approval of 
practically everything said in Sir Lennon Raws' address 
and that he would be prepared to affix his signature to 
that document. On the subject of "the gold standard," 
he (Mr. Wreford) said that we should consistently keep 
in view the return to the gold standard as quickly as we 
could manage it. The nation had been reluctant to 
abandon the gold standard which, in his opinion, was 
the stabilized basic principle underlying international 
reciprocity of trade. 

He held the opinion that the high costs of maintain-
ing Governments and the excessive borrowing and spend-
ing of the Governments must be restricted to a mini- 
mum, otherwise we would never reach the state of pros-
perity which is possible in Australia which is really a 
country of immense potential wealth. He could not 
help thinking that if we were to adopt the inflationary 
financial proposals which were being expounded by self- 
entitled experts, the affairs of the country would, in the 
hands of such a nondescript crew, soon be on high seas 
without a compass which would quickly bring disaster 
to all concerned. There was no easy way out the world's 

financial difficulties. The remedy for the present econo-
mic depression rested neither on foolish optimism nor 
on silly pessimism, but on a reasonable middle course. 

We had now recognised the errors which we had 
made in the past and we were now chastened in spirit 
and had adopted a more conservative outlook on the 
value of money. In Mr. Wreford's opinion, Australia 
had now turned the corner and was making some pro-
gress back to prosperity. We now knew where we had 
gone wrong in Government finance. We urgently needed 
a reduction in internal price levels in order to reduce 
the cost of living, and he felt that the manner in which 
Australia had responded to the lessons which, had been 
taught during the past three years, would result in 
stimulating an advance from the depths of depression to 
a more happy state of prosperity. 

The motion was seconded by Cr. R. B. Hamilton (A.) 
and was supported by Messrs. Marcus R. Barlow (A.), 
Mr. Saxil Tuxen (President of the Victorian Institute 
of Surveyors), Mr. H. V. Lindow (Chairman of the 
Lift Engineering Section of the Victorian Chamber of 
Manufactures), Mr. Leslie M. Perrott (F.), and Mr. 
W. O. McCutcheon (A.), and was carried with 
acclamation. 

HOUSE COMMITTEE 
Mr. Gordon Murphy (F.) has been appointed Chait 

man. The committee is preparing a syllabus for the 
forthcoming year for general meetings, and intends, as 
a matter of policy, not to confine the subjects to direct 
Architectural matters, but to include subjects of national 
and general interest. 

The R.I.B.A. has been communicated with regarding 
the probable cost of obtaining 500 or 1,000 copies of 
the booklet "The Adventure of Building" for distri-
bution to members of the public, as the committee is 
considering the publication of a similar booklet appro-
priate to Victoria, and it is also giving attention to the 
matter of arranging a series of wireless addresses upon 
Architectural subjects from broadcasting stations. 

Messrs. C. E. Serpell (F.) and H. V. Taylor (A.) 
are to represent the R.V.I.A. on a committee established 
by the Building Industry Congress to deal with elec-
trical installations, having particular regard to super-
vision, prime costing, time allowed for preparing tenders 
and proposed registration of electrical contractors. 

The Building Industry Congress, in which the Institute 
is taking an energetic part, is engaged upon activities 
of vital importance to the profession and to the Building 
Industry generally. It is at present in close touch with 
the State Government, through the State Unemployment 
Relief Council, with a view to obtaining the support 
of that body in the stimulating of the rehabilitation of 
the Building Industry. 

As the result of steps which have been taken by the 
Institute, the National Bank of Australasia, has presented 
the sculpture at the entrance to the old office of the 
Colonial Bank, to the Melbourne University, so that it 
may be preserved. 
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The Building Industry Congress 
N the limited space available in which to chronicle 

the activities of the Congress, it appears that the 
best means of conveying to members, the very wide 
programme of work which is being carried out by 

the B.I.C., will be to give a list of the various meetings 
of the Congress since the last issue of the Journal:— 

The Senior Committee, dealing with the proposed 
"Building Code," met on 7th July last. There were in 
attendance, Mr. O. A. Yuncken (Chairman) and eight 
other members. The Committee met again on 14th 
July when, in addition to the Chairman, eight members 
attended. Another meeting was held on 21st July, at 
which the Chairman and five members were present ; 
on 28th July a meeting was held at which the Chairman 
and six members met. At a meeting on 5th August, the 
Chairman and six members met. On 11th August, the 
Chairman and nine members attended; on the 18th 
August, the Chairman and seven members were in at-
tendance. On September 29th, the Committee met 
again, and there were present the Chairman and 19 
members. A meeting of the Council was held on August 
19, at which the Chairman (Mr. Leighton F. Irwin) and 
20 members were present. The Committee dealing with 
"Regulations of Board of Works" (Mr. E. F. Barrie, 
Chairman) met on August 24th, at which, in addition 
to the Chairman, there were four members. The con-
ference of Merchants and Suppliers, re "prime-costing" 
was held on 26th August, and there were present the 
Chairman (Mr. J. A. Laing) and six other members. 

The committee considering the `Registration of Buil-
ders" (Mr. J. L. Thompson, Chairman) , met on 8th 
September, and there were seven other members in at-
tendance. A conference with the executive of the 
Standards Association of Australia took place on 9th, 
September, and in addition to eight other members, Mr. 
W. E. Wainwright (the Chairman) , attended. On 4th 
October the Senior Committee on the `Building Code" 
met again, on which occasion the Chairman (Mr. O. A. 
Yuncken) and 19 members were present. The Execu-
tive Committee met on 22nd July, and in addition to 
the Chairman (Mr. Leighton F. Irwin), four members 
attended. This Committee met again on 28th July, and 
the Chairman and three members were present; it met 
also on 9th September with the Finance and Member-
ship Committee, and the joint meeting was attended 
by the Chairman and nine members. The Building 
Industry Statistics Bureau met on 25th July, when the 
Chairman (Mr. F. O. Barnett) and 10 other members 
attended. The committee met again on 4th August, 
when the Chairman and six members were present. 
Another meeting was held on 9th September, on which 
occasion the Chairman and nine members were in at-
tendance. In addition, a sub-committee consisting of 
Messrs. Barnett, Parkes and Watts, has met on several 
occasions. A Conference on "Building Practice as 
Affecting Architects and Builders" (Mr. Leighton F. 
Irwin, Chairman) was held on 5th August, when six 
members, in addition to the Chairman, attended. 

ABSTRACT OF MINUTES OF MEETING 
HELD ON 31st AUGUST, 1932 

The President (Mr. Leighton F. Irwin, F.R.I.B.A.) 
occupied the chair, and extended a welcome to the 
visitors who were present. 

Mr. Alec. S. Eggleston (F.), Chairman of the Board 
of Architectural Education, read the report of the Board, 
after which the general report of the activities of the 
Institute and Council during the month, was presented 
to members. 

Street Architecture Medal.—The R.V.I.A. Street 
Architecture Medal, which had been awarded to the 
new offices of the A.M.P. Society in Collins Street, 
was presented to the Architects (Messrs. Bates, Smart 
and McCutcheon) by the Right Honourable the Lord 
Mayor (Cr. H. Gengoult Smith, L.R.C.P., V.D., J.P.). 
In acknowledgment, Messrs. C. P. Smart (F.) and 
W. O. McCutcheon (A.) responded, and Mr. Webb 
(Sub-Manager of the A.M.P. Society) spoke on behalf 
of the owners of the building. 

The President then invited Professor Copland, M.A., 
D.Sc.(N.Z.), Dean of the Faculty of Commerce, Mel-
bourne University, to address the meeting on "Trade 
Cycles." 

In the course of his remarks, in order to illustrate 
which he exhibited a series of diagrams, he spoke rather 
optimistically respecting the probability of Australia re-
covering itself to some extent, before long. His inves-
tigations, as shewn by the diagrams, tended to indicate  

that over more or less irregular periods, trade exhibited 
a series of waves. There were alternate periods of boom 
and depression, and there appeared to be no reason 
why the existing state of things should not, before long, 
be followed by a term of prosperity. 

He thought that there was considerable evidence to 
indicate that probably, as far as Australia is concerned, 
the bottom of the trough of depression had been about 
reached, and there were signs that we are on the 
up-grade. 

(Unfortunately, the text of the address cannot be pre-
sented to members through the medium of the Journal.) 

NOTES FROM MINUTES OF THE COUNCIL 

The Board of Architectural Education is preparing a 
handbook, for issue to all interested bodies, in which 
the facilities available for Architectural Education and 
matters relating to the examination are outlined. 

Mr. A. S. Eggleston has resigned his position as one 
of the R.V.I.A. representatives on the Faculty of Archi-
tecture of the Melbourne University and Mr. C. E. Ser-
pell has been appointed to succeed him. Mr. F. C. 
Cheetham has resigned as a member of Council, and 
Mr. E. F. Billson (A.) has been appointed to fill the 
vacancy. The R.V.I.A. Atelier Scholarship for the year 
1932 has been awarded to Mr. A. R. Love. 
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