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EDITORIAL 

THE Journal Committee has felt, following on the 
change in the set-up of the Journal in which it 
has adopted the policy of featuring work of mem-
bers, that an issue could very profitably be devoted 

to domestic work, as it is anticipated that the house 
shortage which has developed during the last two years 
will eventually create a keen demand for such work. 
We present in this issue a selection from photographs 
that have been forwarded, with the hope that their 
inclusion may increase the home builder's commendable 
desire to make his home as beautiful as possible. Archi-
tects know that the average home owner is alive to the 
necessity of his home being permanent, comfortable, 
"fire-safe," and convenient in its internal arrangements, 
but unfortunately too great a number overlook the fact 
that the home should 'reveal itself as an attractive item 
to the eye of the community. It is a simple process to 
give to the home, no matter how small, a certain char-
acter or individuality which shall be all its own. Many 
of our suburbs reflect a high standard of design in the 
homes of their residents, but too often one finds much 
of the charm of an individual home permanently marred 
by unattractive buildings that surround it. 

The Committee feels that there should be a great 
benefit to any community if each of its homes possessed 
some attractive individuality, and it is to this end that 
this effort is submitted, with the hope that it may tend 
to raise the artistic standards of the suburbs, which 
naturally must be of immense benefit to the general 
taste and aesthetic pleasure of the community. 

The Australian Architect has an added duty to the 
community respecting the appreciation of good design 
in domestic work. Our complete isolation is a distinct 
handicap to our people. The people of England are 
born and reared among innumerable examples of good 
architecture, the influence of which must naturally be 
reflected in their homes. Canada and America are near 
enough to England and Europe for a great percentage 
of their population to travel and to acquire this love of 
good design, but the percentage of Australians who can 
visit Europe is very small, and it is, therefore, our duty 
as Architects, as men who have been abroad and spent 
many years of study, to show the public just what is 
good in design. 

1 

It should always be remembered that the building of 
a home is generally a very important undertaking, in-
volving an outlay of a considerable sum of money. It 
is one of the most important projects that the vast 
majority of people ever engage in. A home once built 
is generally occupied for a number of years, and, if 
one is going to live in it for a long period, he or she 
should see that it satisfies requirements in every way. 
Real satisfaction cannot come from a house that is merely 
substantial, the house must combine good construction 
with good design. Good architecture alone can create 
that justifiable pride and self-respect that cones from 
the owning of a home of distinction; one which friends 
and neighbours all admire. 

• 
As we journey round our suburbs we note that there 

are many homes which are not the work of a trained 
designer. They may be well-built and possibly efficient 
in plan, but they lack artistic merit. Our people are 
becoming accustomed to inefficiency and lack of artistic 
merit in the home, and it is our work to make them 
realise how much more charm, utility, and therefore 
value, their homes would possess had they been built 
from the plans of a competent Architect, a man who 
is trained as not only a good constructionist, but who 
is an artistic designer also, and who has devoted years 
of study to the solution of the problems associated with 
the production of a modern home. Many of these men 
have travelled extensively abroad, in order to become 
familiar with the latest methods of making the home 
more efficient and beautiful, and the major portions of 
their lives have been spent in the acquisition of know-
ledge which will enable them to effect this object. 

To stress the importance of good design and attrac-
tive architecture to a community many Canadian cities 
have increased the scope of their building control beyond 
the matter of mere thicknesses of walls and quality of 
materials. Plans of all new buildings have to be sub-
mitted to and approved by a Committee. on design, thus 
placing a check upon any owner who may unconsciously 
be spoiling an otherwise attractive section of the city. 



ANNUAL REPORT 
THE ROYAL VICTORIAN INSTITUTE OF ARCHITECTS 

FOR THE YEAR, 1931-32 

An accomplishment of particular note during the 
session was the adoption by the R.A.I.A. Council of the 
recommendation made by the R.V.I.A. that a Licentiate 
Class of membership of the Australian and the State 
Institutes should be established. The necessary for-
malities to put this project into effect are now in pro-
gress and it is felt that this development will be of con-
siderable benefit to the Institute and to the profession 
generally. 

HAVE the honour to submit herewith the Annual 
Report of the Institute Council dealing in abbrevi-
ated form with the activities of the R.V.I.A. during 
the twelve months ended 29th February, 1932. 

COMMITTEE MEETINGS 
Independent of Council meetings, ninety-one Com-

mittee meetings in addition to a number of Sub-Com-
mittee meetings were held during the session. It is 
desired by the Council to record its gratification to the 
members who acted in these capacities, the active co-
operation which was thus afforded being of considerable 
aid to the work of the Institute. 

LECTU RES 
Addresses on the following-named subjects were de-

livered before General Meetings of the Institute during 
the Session:— 

"Reciprocity in the Timber Industry between Australia 
and Canada" by Major L. R. Andrews, repre-
senting the Canadian Government Timber 
Delegation. 

Presidential Address by Mr. Leighton Irwin, 
F.R.I.B.A., F.R.A.I.A. 

"The Making of Working Drawings which will Save 
the Architect and the Builder Time and Money 
and Specifications which tell what is wanted" 
by Mr. Leslie M. Perrott, F.R.A.I.A., L.R.I.B.A. 

"Time Saving in the Office" by Mr. Stanley T. Parkes, 
A.R.I.B.A., A.R.A.I.A. 

"The Financial Investigations Preliminary to Build- 
ing" by Mr. Marcus R. Barlow, F.R.V.I.A. 

"Insurance: How Savings May be Effected" by Mr. 
H. P. Scott. 

"The Building Owner's Point of View" by Mr. W. 
Osborne McCutcheon, A.R.A.I.A. 

"The Lesson Architecture can Learn from the Present 
Situation" by Mr. Leighton Irwin, F.R.I.B.A., 
F.R.A.I.A. 

The above interesting programme was arranged by 
the House Committee and included a sequence of six 
lectures and discussions which was designated "The 
Winter Group of Lectures." The series proved of out-
standing practical interest both to practitioners and to 
students and the Committee is indebted to the lecturers 
for their valuable co-operation. Abstracts of the lec-
tures were published in the Journal. 

MEMBERSHIP 
The membership of the Institute at the end of the 

year under review totalled 201, as against 205 for 1931. 
An analysis of the membership at the end of the year 
showing:—Honorary Fellows, 2; Fellows, 82; Associ-
ates, 117. 

OBITUARY 
The Council deeply deplores the demise of General 

Sir John Monash and Sir Bertram MacKennal, Honorary 
Fellows of the Institute, who rendered world-wide ser-
vice to the Arts and the Institute and who accomplished 
so much for the Empire. 

Severe losses were also sustained by the Institute dur-
ing the year in the passing away of Nahum Barnet (F.), 
E. A. Bates (past-president) and D. V. Healey (F.). 

R.A.I.A. 
The Royal Australian Institute of Architects, which 

was inaugurated in Melbourne, in November, 1930, 
has completed its first year of office, the Annual Meet-
ing of that body having been held in Melbourne in 
December last, when action of vital importance to the 
profession was taken in respect of Conditions of Con-
tract, Membership Qualifications, Competitions' Code, 
Architects' Filing Index, Standard Documents of 
R.A.I.A., Scale of Professional Fees, Architectural Work 
carried out by Government Departments, Education, etc., 
etc. (Members already have been supplied with an 
abstract of the deliberations and findings of the R.A.I.A. 
during the year. The President (Mr. Leighton Irwin) 
and Mr. W. A. M. Blackett acted as the representatives 
of Victoria on the Council of the R.A.I.A. during the 
year. The R.V.I.A., by special resolution, has delegated 
to the Australian Institute power to control the matters 
of Architectural Education and Examinations in Victoria. 

LIBRARY 
The value of the progressive developments of the 

R.V.I.A. Library in recent years is reflected in the exten-
sive use which is now made of this valuable asset by 
members and students. The Library is open daily 
between the hours of 12 noon and 2 p.m. and at other 
hours upon application to the Secretary. Country mem-
bers are reminded that facilities for borrowing books 
by post are available upon application, free of charge. 

BUILDING INDUSTRY CONGRESS 
One of the most outstanding and significant activities 

of the Institute during the year was its work in success-
fully establishing the Building Industry Congress. All 
branches of the Building Industry, comprising some 



fifty Associations and Bodies concerned with divers 
aspects of the Industry, are represented on the Congress, 
and it is anticipated that results which will accrue from 
the programme of work confronting the Congress will 
effect much good to the interests of the industry as 
a whole. 

TOWN PLANNING 

The Council regrets that the State Government, be-
cause of the adverse times through which the community 
is passing has been unable to proceed with the Town 
Planning Bill to provide for the establishment of a 
permanent Town Planning Board as recommended by 
the Metropolitan Town Planning Commission, the term 
of office of which terminated in 1930. It is hoped that 
with the return of financial equilibrium this important 
measure will be brought before Parliament. 

JOURNAL OF THE R.V.I.A. 

Endeavours have been made during the year under 
review to maintain and increase the high standard of 
the production of the Institute Journal. A pleasing 
feature of the work of the Journal Committee has been 
the number of congratulatory communications received 
by it regarding each progressive issue and the Council 
desires to record its appreciation of the excellent accom-
plishments of the Committee during the year. 

The amendment in policy which was made in order 
to permit of the work of members being featured in 
the Journal has been most successful and this innovation 
has evinced much interest both from members of the 
profession and the public. 

BUILDING REGULATIONS 

Action was taken by the Council during the year to 
obtain various amendments in the Building Regulations 
of the respective Departments, including the Melbourne 
City Council, Health Department, State Electricity Com-
mission, Board of Works and Suburban Municipal 
Councils with a view to bringing the regulations into 
conformity with progressive developments in modern 
methods of design and construction. As a result, several 
amendments have been adopted and others are in course 
of consideration by the respective bodies. 

The Institute sponsored action on the part of a num-
ber of bodies associated in the building industry in 
strongly opposing a proposal of the State Electricity 
Commission to establish an Illumination Section for the 
expressed purpose of giving services free of charge in 
the designing and specifying of electrical installations. 

PUBLICITY 

During the year the policy of giving publicity to the 
profession through various media has been actively fol-
lowed. The programme which has been carried out dur-
ing recent years in this respect is having gratifying 
results and with the assistance of the daily press par-
ticularly, evidence is available that the public is now 
beginning to appreciate in a more practical manner the 
value of the profession to the community. The Coun-
cil has directed that its appreciation be recorded here 
for the accomplishments of the Secretary (Mr. J. B. 
Islip) in this department. 

FINANCIAL 

Income from all sources for the General Account 
totalled £1,139/16/9 as against a total expenditure of 
£1,065/6/9. The surplus of assets over liabilities as 
at 31st December, 1931, amounted to £1,913/13/4. 
The detailed financial statements have already been cir-
culated to members. 

STREET ARCHITECTURAL MEDAL 

The R.V.I.A. Victorian Street Architecture Medal for 
the year 1931 was awarded to Messrs. Anketell & K. 
Henderson, architects, for "Lyric House," Collins Street, 
Melbourne. 

EXHIBITION OF BUILDING MATERIALS 

The Honorary Directors of the Allied Societies Trust, 
which administers Kelvin Hall as the headquarters of 
the seven Allied Professions, have asked that their 
thanks be conveyed to members for their co-operation 
during the year in connection with the permanent Ex-
hibition of Building Materials and Equipment, Scientific 
Supplies, etc., at Kelvin Hall. This Department and 
the useful information bureau which it has established 
for the purpose of supplying particulars regarding new 
Building Materials, Prices, etc., is of special value to 
Architects. The Exhibition is open daily free-of charge. 

from 9.30 a.m. to 5 p.m. and the telephone number is 
Central 5125. 

MONTHLY REPORTS 

During the year under review a system of monthly 
reports was established whereby information outlining 
the progressive work which is being accomplished by 
the Institute is presented to the monthly General Meet-
ings thus keeping members in close touch with the work 
in hand and enabling them to comment thereon. 

BOARD OF ARCHITECTURAL DESIGN 
The R.V.I.A. Advisory Board of Architectural Design 

wrote to the St. Kilda City Council expressing the regret 
and concern of the Institute at the lack of qualified 
architectural services which is evident in connection with 
the building of the municipal baths which have been 
erected on the foreshore at St. Kilda and also recom-
mended that a letter be circulated to all municipal coun-
cils, public authorities and the press in the metropolitan 
area drawing attention to the existence of the Advisory 
Board of Architectural Design. These actions have 
aroused considerable public interest and it is hoped will 
assist the policy of the Institute to create a better sense 
of public appreciation of architecture. 

STANDARDS ASSOCIATION 
The Institute has been represented during the year 

on several Committees of the Standards Association of 
Australia, which body in Victoria has effected work of 
great value. With a view to ensuring that the findings 
of the Association would be of more practical value to 
the Building Industry the Institute has suggested to the 
Association and to the Chamber of Manufactures that 
all materials manufactured under the approved speci-
fications of the Association should be marked in a leg-
ible manner to that effect. 

J. B. ISLIP, Secretary. 
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A Real Home—or Just a House 

T
O the average person, home ownership in many 
cases, is the greatest objective of all effort. The 
past few years have caused many people to realise 
that it is one thing to dream of a home and its 

comforts and delights, but quite another matter to assure 

them. 

Unless the prospective home owner gives careful con-
sideration to essential details of construction, the finished 
dwelling can easily be a sad disappointment instead of 
a perpetual source of pride and satisfaction. The home 
builder of to-day is insisting on good construction in 
his dwelling and he is prepared to give more thought 
to the quality of the materials that are included in his 
specification. He realises that much of the shoddy work 
of the past is to-day proving itself a burden on the 
home owner. Depreciation through the use of inferior 
materials and high maintenance charges on account of 
poor constructon, are of little satisfaction to the owner 
of a home. 

The old saying "appearances are deceitful" applies 
nowhere more forcefully than in home building. Some-
thing more than good looks, is necessary in the proper 
construction of the home. To be certain that you are 
securing a home that will be all that you might wish 
you should use only those materials that are attractive, 
durable and best suited to the uses they are intended 
to serve. 

Too many of our homes of the past have become a 
source of trouble and expense to their owners because 
of false economy which has been practised in their 
construction. Given a little paint and some showy 
decoration, and to outward appearance your house can 
be a thing of beauty on the day on which you move in. 
The test will come when the newness wears off. Short 
lived materials selected for vital installations because of 
saving in first cost, will begin to fail. This means 
replacements at an expense much greater than the so- 
called saving which may have been effected by the use 
of inferior materials at the beginning. The building 
owner should realise that the first point to be remem-
bered is, that substantial, enduring materials increase 
the cost of his home but little more at the start. 
Eventually they prove the cheapest as well as the most 
satisfactory materials. 

Few people have any conception of the tremendous 
annual loss to property which is due to rust. The 
destruction wrought by it is almost as great as that 
caused by fire and this should clearly indicate that rust-
proofing a building is of as great importance as fire-
proofing. 

The present low cost of copper and brass brings those 
materials well within the reach of most home builders 
and it should be the policy of the Architect to encourage 
their use wherever possible. We have the opportunity  

right now to introduce these materials more perman-
ently into our domestic work. 

The copper shingle or sheet copper used as a roofing 
material on features such as the window bay or entrance 
porch will blend colourfully with its natural setting. 
Flashing, gutters, rain water heads, down pipes, can 
all be made of copper and with the use of this material 
a decorative note is added to any design. 

Within the house, brass or copper pipe should be used 
for both hot and cold water service lines, and a copper 
boiler and brass fittings added to this, making the 
plumbing system completely rust-proof. Window 
screens, if the owner is to be assured of more than a 
few years' life, should be of copper or bronze. 

It may be mentioned that most of our hospitals and 
medical institutions of to-day use brass or copper pipes 
exclusively. Can the home owner afford to be less 
vigilant in the matter of health than they are? 

Water, as nature provides it, is clean and pure, but 
in what condition is it when it reaches you for use in 
the home ? Clean water must corne through pipes that 
are immune to the attacks of rust. 

Plumbing and water service lines are for the most 
part concealed behind walls and under floors. To repair 
and then to replace rusted or corroded pipes, walls and 
floors must be torn away; the expense involved and the 
inconvenience encountered thereby provide added reasons 
in favour of the use of copper or brass pipe. 

A point to be remembered is that pipes and pipe 
fittings are the smallest item of expense in the plumbing 
installation. The cost of installing a non-rusting water 
supply plumbing system is increased very little by em-
ploying copper or brass pipe instead of ordinary pipes. 
The labour costs in both cases are practically the same. 

ARCHITECTS' REGISTRATION BOARD 
OF VICTORIA 

The two vacancies on the Board, in connection with 
which an election was recently held, were filled by the 
election of Messrs. W. S. P. Godfrey (F.) and S. T. 
Parkes (A.) . 

STANDARDS ASSOCIATION 
OF AUSTRALIA 

Mr. S. T. Parkes (A.) has been appointed to repre-
sent the R.V.I.A. on the 'Timber Committee of the 
Association. 

4 



~--~— 	-_-~ 

"Health and Comfort in the Home 
By MR. R. K. STEVENSON (F.), OF MESSRS. IRWIN & STEVENSON 

/, 

i N the average house planned for the last generation, 
a great deal of attention was paid to the production 
of an artistic design in one style or another. To-day, 
instead of thinking only of the appearance, we have 

also to study the increased demand for those modern 
facilities which add to our health and comfort. 

When one considers that during years many people 
have experienced the discomforts of an old or rented 
house and have worked and economised to "own a 
home of their own," it is only natural that they should 
first of all look for "comfort." 

In the house as in many other things woman is the 
primary factor, and as so much of her time is spent 
in managing it, her first consideration will be for com-
fort and efficiency, and the arrangement of the rooms 
will of course be made to conform to her taste and her 
demand for modern convenience. 

With all the livable qualities that have been added 
recently, particularly in the nature of equipment, some-
thing of the feeling of free space or seculsion, has been 
lost by the inconsequence of the increased demands for 
economy. 

The speed at which we live, together with the strain 
of noise and of business competition often brings a 
wish for some secluded corner in which to relax, and 
where, in the average house, is there a room or even 
a quiet bay in which we may get the necessary rest for 
tired nerves and fast thinking? 

Now in the general layout of the house the greatest 
simplicity should be aimed at. "It is the plan which 
is said to `read' well which also 'builds' well" and the 
plan which on paper is not pleasing in composition, is 
restless, and hard to look at, usually results in a building 
which is displeasing in composition and also displeasing 
in looks. 

An arrangement can be found for any succession of 
rooms which will save as many steps as possible and 
give short, time-saving passages of communication, with 
a clear separation between the living, sleeping and the 
housekeeping parts of the house. However, normal 
family life is communal and although privacy is an 
essential characteristic of bedrooms, the living room 
should possess a definite sense of freedom and comfort 
for collective family living and should be made as large 

RESIDENCE AT STRUAN STREET, TOORAK 
F. KEITH CHEETHAM, A.R.A.I.A. ARCHITECT. 
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as possible. For reasons of economy and also with the 
idea of enhancing the comfort of the occupants, the 
size of the various rooms with the exception of the 
principal living room may be safely reduced. 

No matter what the location may be, every house 
needs a wealth of sunshine with free currents of air 
both in and around the building if it is to be healthful 
and comfortable. The site may be badly chosen with 
respect to the natural drainage or there may be no 
alternative but to build in a damp situation, so it is 
necessary to see that effective precautions are taken to 
drain the site and to have an effective dampcourse in 
the walls. 

Our varying climate creates the necessity of sheltering 
the house from the South and opening it towards the 
East and North so that we may have the North, East 
and West walls (which are considered health giving) 
containing the greatest area of light and windows that 
open, while the walls facing South (and considered pro-
tective) will have small high windows for good 
ventilation. 

In following out this first principle for the layout, 
it is then a simple matter to place the rooms for the 
best aspect of each, remembering such things as:- 

1. Morning sun for the bedrooms and the benefit of 
Southerly winds in Summer. 

2. The advantage of the late sun for living rooms 
which are mostly used in the afternoon, 

3. _ and a South to South East aspect for the kitchen and 
other, service rooms. 

The instinct to secure ample sunshine is not only 
natural but is essentially right. There are many bright 
days here when the chill of the air makes shelter most 
welcome . and it is then that we would prize a room 
especially equipped to admit the sun. Properly treated, 
a sun room without formality brings a comfortable feel- 
ing of restfulness which we need in this rather hectic 
age, and since it is a room with an outdoor character, 
not only plants but coloured tiles and terra cotta pots 
help to brighten and lend their garden atmosphere. In 
this room an additional benefit can be gained by using 
a new form of glass called "Vita Glass" which will 
admit the health giving rays that do not find their way 
through ordinary sheet glass. 

The most universal and strongest natural purifier is 
light so in the house there should of course be plenty 
of windows as it is much easier to shut out or tone 
down natural light than to tear out a wall and insert 
a window, although that should . be done in some in-
stances. Our light here is stronger than elsewhere but 
we need it just the same and it can always be controlled 
within the house. The thing to do is to,  provide for 
plenty of it in every room and then gauge the sur-
rounding colours to make it restful and livable. Pure 
white light is severe on both the eyes and the nerves 
and it should be well toned down if it is to be lived 
with for very long. 

An entirely new development, and one of great im- 
portance, is that of "Insulation. 	This means sealing 
the house against noise, dust and temperature changes. 

It is not always possible, neither is it necessary, to 
go to extremes in preventing the passage of sounds, 

but it is generally wise, especially in two storey houses, 
to place some form of sound deadener under the boards 
of the first floor or to use a form of lining that can be 
placed under carpets. Some of these materials are also 
effective insulators against the passage of heat and cold, 
so that roofs insulated with them will add greatly to 
the comfort of the house. 

Well fitting windows and doors and weather strips, 
properly installed, will eliminate the passage of dust 
and cold draughts and help to ameliorate the cleaning 
problem. 

In addition to the usual ventilation provided to the 
various rooms, there should be a free movement of air 
in the roof space above the ceilings. Some forms of 
tile roof are self ventilating, but in a great number of 
older houses with slate roofs, no such provision has 
been made and consequently the heat is conveyed 
through the ceiling to the room. 

An electric ventilating fan is of course of prime 
importance in the kitchen where it will draw off dis-
agreeable odours and fumes that result from cooking, 
particularly frying. There is really a decided economy 
in having a fan as the cost of its operation is small 
and it will more than save this in the expense of re-
painting and cleaning. 

The one feature of every house which makes or breaks 
the Architect (at least in the eyes of the owner's wife) 
is the kitchen. The garage drive may be too narrow, 
or the fireplace may smoke on a windy day, but if the 
kitchen is convenient, well lighted and ventilated, and 
easy to clean, all the other faults can be forgiven. This 
is as it should be, for the room in which the home-
keeper spends so much of her time and energy, will 
need to be as pleasant and efficiently arranged as pos-
sible and it should be conveniently placed with refer-
ence to both front and rear entrances. 

To obtain an efficient kitchen and services it is neces-
sary to see- 
1. That the services are arranged compactly for a com-

fortable and convenient sequence of the work and 
that they are completely equipped with useful, easily 
cleaned labour saving tools. 

2. That the materials used are easily-  cleaned and sani-
tary with all surfaces smooth and washable. 

3. And that the service portions are attractive, com-
fortable places in which to work. 

It is of the utmost importance to have the working 
centres well lighted and if the windows are set high 
enough, the sink and work table can be placed under 
them. 

Now amongst the many devices which have been 
designed to make the house more livable in, there are 
many other things to be considered, such as the location 
of cupboards in the most convenient places, the instal-
lation of an electric refrigerator, hot water and heating 
services, modern sanitary fittings and a sufficient num-
ber of light plugs for floor lamp, vacuum cleaner, 
toaster and other electrical appliances. Interior doors 
should be hung to swing the right way and ornate 
moldings which catch dust and are difficult to clean 
should be discarded. 
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Concrete for Home Building 
By LESLIE M. PERROTT, F.R.A.I.A. 

THE layman needs scarcely be told of the import-
ant factor concrete has been in the construction of 
our city commercial buildings. Unfortunately in 
domestic architecture it is still looked upon as 

somewhat of an experiment. Concrete has won its place 
in commercial work because of its economic value, but 
in domestic architecture unfortunately, the ultimate cost 
is not generally of such paramount importance as in 
the case of the commercial building in which the obtain-
ing of revenue from the investment is the main reason 
for the building. In our domestic work more thought 
should be given the ultimate cost. 
To combine artistic excellence 
with sound construction at a reas-
onable cost should be the task of 
the present day Architect. 

The old idea that the use of 
concrete restricts the style of the 
architecture which one may use is 
no longer true. In fact, concrete 
can readily adapt itself to any 
form of design. The material 
lends itself readily to every style 
that may possess an appeal for 
domestic work. The inherent pro-
perties of concrete together with 
the cost of it do not prompt its 
use along the lines of wood or 
brick architecture. Cornice pro-
jections and elaborate ornamenta-
tion in concrete are unreasonable 
and costly. Simplicity in form 
should be the dominating feature 
in the concrete home. 

Climatic conditions favour the use of concrete in 
Australia for it can truthfully be claimed that the con-
crete house is both cool in Summer and warm in Win-
ter. Our mild climate does away with the necessity of 
firring our walls, an expense that our English and 
American Architects have to face for experience has 
proved that we can apply our interior finish direct to 
the concrete wall surface. 

The Architect has a large number of surface treat-
ments available for the exterior of the concrete home— 
applied stucco finish, sanded plaster, texture finishes, 

Architects who have travelled 
abroad must admit that we have 
not kept pace with England and 
America in the use of this ma-
terial for domestic work. One 
cannot help being impressed with 
some of the English housing 
schemes which are carried out 
almost entirely in concrete. The 
"Daily Mail's" garden suburb at 
Wellwyn is an outstanding ex-
ample. "Mooseheart," Illinois, 
U.S.A., is a complete develop-
ment in concrete, from the rail-
road station, stores, schools, etc., 
to the whole of the homes in this 
suburb. These successful schemes 
in the wholesale use of concrete 
do impress one and show that we 
are not fully alive to this progres-
sive step in modern construction. 

ENTRANCE GATEWAY 
C. BALLANTYNE AND ASSOCIATED ARCHITECTS 
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etc. English Architects, in their efforts to keep down 
cost, have developed many interesting results with the 
natural concrete surface. This generally takes the form 
of hammering, dressing, or tooling the wall surface. 
It is certainly a more truthful expression of the use of 
concrete. 

The materials and labour employed in building houses 
of concrete are comparatively inexpensive and in the 
hands of Architects experienced in their use are mediums 
through which an architecture of great and lasting 
beauty may be obtained at reasonably low cost. Con-
crete is the one material with which full advantage can 
be taken of local conditions, for almost all localities 
possess desirable building sands, good gravel, or metal 
deposits. This permits of local materials and labour 
being utilised to the fullest extent. An important fac-
tor in country work. 

Anyone who studies our annual fire loss figures must 
appreciate the destruction that goes on annually ; valu-
able property that can be wiped out in a few hours. 
Consider the cost of maintaining our fire departments; 
the cost involved in insurance on property. To what  

extent could these be reduced if more of our homes 
were built of fire-resisting materials ? Lower insurance 
rates are some incentive to the use of concrete. Other 
countries have found it worth while to offer reduced 
rates as an inducement to build fire-safe homes. 

Why have so many of our municipalities adopted con-
crete for roads, footpaths, gutters, and many other 
uses ? Simply because it pays. Maintenance on con-
crete is almost nil. Why have the home owners been 
so slow to see that this same advantage is obtainable? 

Surely one of the greatest points in favour of the 
concrete home is its lasting qualities. No other material 
has been found to resist the ravages of time so well. 
Even under our varied climatic conditions the use of 
concrete means the elimination of upkeep and repairs, 
therefore for this reason we might agree that the cheap-
est construction is possibly in the long run the most 
expensive. If the value of a property is to be main-
tained it must be kept in first class condition and in the 
case of ordinary construction this can only be ensured 
by ranstant repairs and care in upkeep. 
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Board of Architectural Education 
Annual Report presented by Mr. Alex. S. Eggleston (F.), Chairman of the Board 

EXAMINATIONS 

T the request of the Board of Moderators of the 
R.A.LA. the Board undertook to arrange for 
and to carry out the R.A.I.A. Special Examina- 
tion in Melbourne in February, 1932. Twenty-

one candidates were given permission to sit for the 
Examination as against fifteen for the R.V.I.A. Examin-
ation last year and it is anticipated that the results will 
be announced in the near future. Under the devolution 
scheme whereby the R.I.B.A. has delegated its powers 
of examination in Australia to the R.A.I.A., candidates 
passing the Examination of the Australian Institute now 
qualify for admittance to the R.I.B.A. 

R.V.I.A. PRIZES AND STUDENTSHIPS 
The following awards were made in connection with 

the R.V.I.A. Prizes and Studentships for the year 1931: 
(a) Drawing and Designing (Silver Medal) Com-

petition.—First Prize, Mr. A. N. Baldwinson (A.) ; 
Honourable Mention, Mr. D. C. Ward. 

(b) Measured Drawings (Bronze Medal) Competi-
tion.—The Bronze Medal was not awarded, the Asses-
sors being of the opinion that none of the completed 
drawings was handled in a sufficiently able manner. 
Honourable Mentions were awarded to Messrs. R. E. 
Hopkins and J. K. Robertson. 

(c) William Campbell Memorial. Sketching Cornpeti-
tion.—First prize, Mr. D. B. Windebank (A.) ; Second 
prize, Mr. A. J. Ralton. 

(d) It has been decided by the Board that the 
R.V.I.A. having delegated its examination for Associate-
ship to the R.A.I.A. will not require. henceforth that 
students shall take the Silver Medal and Sketching Com-
petitions before being admitted to Associateship. 

(e) Working Men's College.—The R.V.I.A. Build-
ing Construction Prize for 1931 was awarded to Messrs. 
A. B. Hass (third year) and L. V. Mitchell (fourth 
year) . The Architecture Prize has not yet been awarded. 

(f) Gordon Institute of Technology, Geelong.—The 
awards of the R.V.I.A. Architecture and Building Con-
struction Prizes have not yet been announced. 

(g) University Atelier Scholarship.—The R.V.I.A. 
Annual Scholarship for the student adjudged most suc-
cessful in the first year at the Atelier was awarded to 
Mr. J. C. Barton for the year 1931. 

(h) War Memorial Scholarship.—The R.V.I.A. War 
Memorial Scholarship, which carries a value of £60 per 
annum, was awarded to Messrs. Frank M. Dale and 
George W. Mansell jointly for the year 1931. 

UNIVERSITY OF MELBOURNE 
During the year, the Institute was successful in having 

accomplished its recommendation for the establishment 
of a Faculty of Architecture at the University in place 
of the Board of Studies in Architecture under the Faculty 
of Engineering. 'The Board has recorded its strong 
opinion that an Architect should be Dean of the Faculty 
of Architecture. As a result of a recommendation made 
by the Board provision has been made in the Constitu- 

tion of the Faculty for the number of representatives of 
the Institute to be increased from three to four. 

The Board has resolved that students who have ob-
tained the Diploma of Architectural Design at the Uni-
versity shall be exempt from the submission of Testi-
monies of Study in connection with the Examination of 
the Institute with the exception of Working Drawings 
of an approved standard. 

TECHNICAL SCHOOLS 

The matter of the drafting of a syllabus in connec-
tion with the proposal to re-organize the teaching of 
Architecture in Technical Schools has now practically 
been completed and it is anticipated that the Conference 
which was convened by the Education Department at 
the instance of the Institute will be called together again 
at an early date for the purpose of furthering this pro-
posal. The scheme which it is proposed to adopt pro-
vides that courses in certain subjects at approved Tech-
nical Schools will be recognized by the Institute, the 
Registration Board and the University, which bodies it 
is intended will grant exemptions in specified subjects 
from approved schools, such exemptions to be granted 
only to students possessing the matriculation standard 
of primary education. 

PRIMARY EDUCATION 

Upon the recommendation of the Board, the Institute 
Council has resolved with the agreement of the Students' 
Society that all candidates for membership of the Society 
as from 1st January, 1934, shall be required to possess 
the matriculation standard of primary education, the 
Board being of the definite opinion that this primary 
educational standard is essential in the successful train-
ing of an architectural student. 

The Board has adopted and recommended to the 
R.A.I.A. for ratification an application submitted by the 
Students' Society that because of lack of employment 
due to the prevailing financial stress, all students who 
have been granted exemptions from the primary standard 
until the end of the year 1933 and who have been 
affected by proved hardship, should be permitted to sit 
for the Examination of the Institute at any future date. 

ROBERT AND ADA HADDON 
ARCHITECTURAL BEQUEST 

The Council has received advice that the residue of 
the estates of the late Mr. Robert J. Haddon, who was 
a Fellow of the Institute, and Mrs. Haddon has been 
bequeathed to the Institute for the purpose of an Archi-
tectural Students' Travelling Scholarship. This muni-
ficent bequest, the annual value of which it is under-
stood will exceed £200 will be of eminent service to 
the Institute in assisting students of merit to develop 
their qualifications to better advantage. The Board has 
appointed a Committee to investigate the provisions of 
the will of the late Mr. and Mrs. Haddon for report 
regarding the most advantageous method in which to 
use the Bequest. 
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The Modern Domestic Kitchen 
CONTRIBUTED BY Miss E. E. HARVIE (A.) 

T
HERE may be serious doubt regarding whether 
we have made any marked improvements in our 
treatment of the living rooms of the house during 
the last two centuries, but in the service sections 

there can be none. The modern kitchen has begun to 
show something of the efficiency of the machine. It is 
no longer a room with a stove in it, but is a carefully 
planned workshop in which waste of space is not 
tolerated. 

FUNCTION 

The kitchen primarily must provide:— 

(a) A place to prepare and cook food. 
(b) A place to wash dishes (unless a separate scullery 

exists) . 
(c) Storage for dishes and utensils. 
(d) Storage for food (if no pantry is provided). 

Breakfast room accommodation, if required, may be 
in an alcove off the kitchen and should not be allowed 
to interfere with the working sections. 

RANCE 

LOCATION 

The size of the kitchen, the question of aspect, and 
provision of breakfast alcove and pantries, must be 
determined in relation to the size and general plan of 
the house. An eastern aspect is most desirable, as it 
will be a cheerful room in Winter mornings, and yet 
will be protected from the worst Summer heat. A north 
or west room is impossible—particularly if the kitchen 
is also the pantry. 

The floor should be easily cleaned and yet resilient, 
linoleum, cork or rubber flooring are the ideal materials 
for covering it; tiled walls are the aim of most house-
wives, but hard plaster walls, painted and enamelled 
will give a satisfactory washable finish at less cost if 
this must be carefully considered. The joinery and 
wooden fittings, if painted and enamelled, or lacquered, 
will present a much cleaner and brighter appearance 
than if stained and polished in any way. It seems 
strange that so many of the stock ice chests and kitchen 
cabinets available should be finished in an oak colour 

RANCE 
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which detracts from any scheme of decoration. The day 
of the all white kitchen, as of the all white bathroom 
Dr operating room has passed. This is now recognised 
to be a contributing factor in eye strain, and colour 
schemes of more restful nature are selected. Greens or 
blues make a cool room, while strong cream or primrose 
might be used in a south room to give it warmth. Bases 
of fittings, skirtings, and other parts, which may be 
subjected to hard wear, should be finished in dark 
neutral tones. 

There should be adequate natural lighting to all 
working surfaces and the electric lights should also be 
so placed that these are well lit. 

If gas is the cooking medium, a hood over the stove 
with a vent flue, helps to keep the kitchen cool and 
clean. 

FITTINGS 

Electricity and gas are the two great factors in the 
improvement of kitchens. Excellent ranges are now ob-
tainable for either fuel, those in which the oven is raised 
at the side of the boiling top being obviously preferable 
if room allows. A small hot water service for the 
kitchen only, can be economically installed if no general 
service is provided for the house. The kitchen fittings 
including cabinets, store cupboards and refrigerator, 
should be designed and built into the room. They may 
be then built up on bases and carried to the ceiling 
with firring, so reducing work in cleaning. These must 
be planned in conjunction with the sink and the range, 
so that the travel required to prepare a meal, or to 
clear up after one, shall be reduced to the minimum. 
The service to the dining room must also be considered. 
A cabinet which supplies a working bench, together 
with containers for supplies (flour, sugar, etc.) and cup-
boards for utensils, make it possible to prepare many 
things without moving, while the placing of the refrig-
erator beside it adds greatly to convenience, though 
cooler location outside the kitchen may be more econo-
mical of ice. Electric refrigerators, while yet a luxury, 
will be increasingly in demand. The working space 
should be reasonably close to the range, while the sink 
should be arranged if possible with draining boards 
each side and within reach of draining rack and china 
cupboards. If the board is at one side only, it should 
be to the left of the sink. Ideally all working surfaces 
should be washable and impervious and should be suited 
to the height of the worker, but 2ft. loin. to 2ft. 11in. 
is accepted as the average height. A large sink, or a 
double sink with swinging mixing tap over it should 
be installed. The use of "silveroid" or "monel metal" 
is one that might well be copied from institutional 
kitchens; their great advantages being stainlessness, and 
a certain degree of resilience, together with the fact that 
the draining boards are integral with the sink. The 
alternatives are porcelain or cast iron enamelled. 

The designing of the smaller details of the fittings, 
such as correct opening of doors (to give access from 
working side) pull-out shelves to give extra bench 
space, bins for flour and sugar tilting forward or with 
bottom outlets, make a great difference to the working 
conditions. 

A tradesman's hatch is usually found a great con 
venience and an ice chest which can be filled with ice 
from an outside porch can sometimes be arranged for. 

So many minor labour-saving devices are available 
that they must be considered by each family individually 
to determine what are the most essential to them. Power 
points should be provided for the possible electric 
griller, toaster, kettle, percolator, motor mixer, or egg 
boiler. An electric dishwasher, which would be a major 
expenditure for equipment, can only be reasonably con-
sidered in a fairly large house, where it is invaluable. 

A wheeled table should be used in the kitchen to 
save steps in collecting materials, and when setting, serv-
ing and clearing away meals. 

Cupboards should be provided for brooms and clean-
ing materials. 

No standardized kitchen plan can be made satisfac-
torily any more than standardized houses can suit every 
site and family: the maximum efficiency can only be 
obtained by studying each problem on its merits, while 
the use of standardized units or equipment will aid the 
designer in arriving at an adequate solution which makes 
use of the space to the full and yet provides comfortable 
working conditions, for it is possible to err on the tight 
side as do many small house builders, and that may 
result in the provision of accommodation inadequate to 
the size of the house. 

R.V.I.A. AND TARIFF BOARD 
The Royal Victorian Institute of Architects was 

represented at the recent Tariff Board inquiry into the 
placing of a prohibitive duty on the importation of oil 
fuel. Members have probably read the reports showing 
the very strong case that was made to the Board in 
opposition to this proposal. Mr. C. E. Serpell (F.), 
representing the R.V.I.A., submitted figures which 
shewed the cost of converting the heating plants of cer-
tain city buildings so that these should be suitable for 
the use of "hard fuel," and convincing figures which 
shewed the operating costs of "fuel oil" over gas and 
hard fuel were also tendered. 
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The Building Industry Congress 

T
HE main activities of the BIC. since our last 
report have been directed towards establishing an 
Associate Membership. The Building Industry 
Congress, which was established during the latter 

part of last year, is essentially a practical organisation. 
It is founded on the belief that a revival in the industry 
is possible through the removal of its disabilities, the 
increase of its efficiency and closer co-operation between 
all its various sections. Each of these sections is repre-
sented on the main body of Congress, and is called into 
action only to deal with some problem with which it 
is immediately concerned. These problems are then 
analysed by working committees of the interested sec-
tions of the industry, and their recommendations form 
the basis of the Congress activities. To give effect to 
these recommendations, to deal with the work of the 
Committees, and to deal with general business, the 
Council elected by Congress members has been created 
the executive body. 

The Congress is in no sense an academic body; it 
exists only to effect practical "jobs of work" which will 
benefit the industry via increased efficiency, lower costs, 
and renewed activity. There is no question of over-
lapping; the Congress will only deal with matters sub-
mitted to it by members and then only those that involve 
several interests and which affect the industry as a 
whole. 

The basis of the movement is co-operation, and the 
motive power consists of the voluntary and honorary 
work of the Council and Committee Members, assisted 
by paid secretarial services. No costly or complicated 
administration is required, and expenses should be 
limited to these secretarial services and the cost of office 
quarters. 

The programme that is gradually being set in motion 
will deal with the credit system, the revision and uni-
fication of building codes, Apprenticeship Act, Lien Act, 
taxation on property, tendering under bond and group 
advertising. Much spadework is proceeding, and effec-
tive work has already been accomplished. 

The creation of the Building Industry Congress is not 
a new experiment. Many similar Congresses have oper-
ated in Canada, England and America, some date back 
more than ten years. They have in most cases achieved 
conspicuous success. It is believed that our body, which 
represents some fifty odd organisations, and affects in 
all some 40,000 or 60,000 individuals, will become a 
powerful factor in reviving the building industry. In-
dividual assistance is desired, in fact is necessary, if 
success is to be achieved. Each individual can help by 
supporting the Congress work, by advertising it freely, 
giving honorary services on committees as required, and 
ioining as an Associate Member. 

It is gratifying to note that Mr. Leighton Irwin, 
Chairman of the B.I.C., was invited to take a seat on  

the Government Committee dealing with the unemploy-
ment problem and to consider the provision of suitable 
relief works. From press reports, it appears that Mr. 
Irwin has been able to impress the members of this 
Committee with the vastness of the building industry, 
and the extent to which any revival in this industry 
would be reflected in a decrease of unemployment and 
it is anticipated that through the mere fact that this 
organisation existed to put the case, definite and direct 
benefit will accrue to its members both through the 
attention that has been drawn to its activities and to 
assistance by the Government in developmental works 
to be put in hand for the relief of all its sections. 

The Building Industry Congress was represented at 
the recent Tariff Board inquiry into the placing of a 
prohibitive duty on the importation of oil fuel. Mem-
bers have probably read the reports showing the very 
strong case that was made to the Board in opposition to 
this proposal. Mr. Perrott, the representative of the 
Building Industry Congress, was able to point out how 
any move in the direction of increase in fuel oil costs 
would be a further deterrent to building, for not only 
would it place a tremendous burden on all those modern 
buildings that are to-day equipped to burn fuel oil, but 
would tend to hinder persons who might be contem-
plating future work. In view of the fact that all modern 
buildings to-day have some form of central heating, 
which invariably calls for oil fuel boilers, any restriction 
on the use of fuel oil would obviously be a distinct 
handicap to the erection of a modern building. 

Considerable interest was shown by the Board in the 
views of the B.I.C. as outlined by Mr. Perrott. 

From these two examples of the activities of the B.I.C. 
selected from many others which are being carried on 
month by month, it may be gathered that its influence 
and power directed in the interests of its members is 
showing results even more rapidly than was anticipated. 

OBITUARY 
Just as this issue is in the press the deaths of MESSRS. 

C. A. OGG (F.) and F. HAMMOND (F.) have been 
announced. 

MEMBERS' SECTION 
MR. J. F. D. SCARBOROUGH (A.).—Mr. Scarborough 

has removed to 108 Queen Street, Melbourne, and will 
practice at that address. 

MR. HARRY A. BURT (A.) .—Mr. Burt has removed 
to "The Bank of Australasia Building," 394-96  Collins 
Street, Melbourne. Tel.: Central 6480. 

ALDERMAN F. STAPLEY (F.) .—Alderman Stapley has 
removed his office to 33 Swanston Street. 
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MINUTES OF 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
MONDAY 29th FEBRUARY, 1932 

PRESENT : 
Mr. Leighton Irwin (President) in the Chair, the 

Attendance Register recorded the presence of twenty-
eight members and several visitors. 

Mr. J. B. Islip (Secretary) was also in attendance. 

APOLOGIES : 
Apologies for non-attendance were received from 

Messrs. J. S. Gawler, K. A. Henderson, Louis R. Wil-
liams, A. N. Baldwinson, W. G. Brodie, C. R. Carleton, 
A. S. Hall and L. J. W. Reed. 

MEMBERSHIP : 
Messrs. W. O. McCutcheon and O. A. Yuncken were 

appointed scrutineers to conduct a ballot for the elec-
tion of Robert Bell Hamilton (A.) and Gordon Murphy 
(A.) as Fellows and Frederick George Brudenell-Bruce 
Hawkins as an Associate. The President later an-
nounced, amid acclamation, that the candidates had been 
elected. 

R.A.I.A. 
The Victorian delegates to the Australian Institute 

(Messrs. Leighton Irwin and W. A. M. Blackett) sub-
mitted a summarised report dealing with the business 
which had been conducted by the Council of the 
R.A.I.A. at its meeting held in Melbourne in December, 
an abstract of which had been published in the January 
Journal. Mr. Hamilton moved "That the report of the 
Victorian delegates be received and adopted and that 
this meeting place on record its gratification at the vast 
amount of work which was carried out by the Victorian 
delegates at the recent R.A.I.A. Council meeting." 
Seconded by Mr. Serpell and carried. 

RETIRING PRESIDENT'S ADDRESS : 
The retiring President (Mr. Leighton Irwin) then 

delivered a brief address dealing with the work of the 
Institute during the past twelve months and stated that 
he would defer any detailed presidential remarks until 
the occasion of his inaugural Presidential address for 
the coming year at the next General Meeting. Mr. 
Blackett moved "That this meeting record its congratu-
lations and a hearty vote of thanks to the retiring Pre-
sident for the great success of the activities of the In-
stitute during the past year and express to the President 
the good wishes of members for his coming second year 
of office." Seconded by Mr. Buchan and carried with 
acclamation. 

ELECTION OF OFFICE-BEARERS AND COUNCIL : 
Messrs. R. B. Hamilton and R. K. Stevenson were 

appointed scrutineers in connection with the ballot for 
five Fellow members of the Council, six nominations 
having been submitted. It was subsequently announced 
that the following office-bearers had been elected for the 
coming year:— 

President: Leighton F. Irwin. 
Vice-Presidents (two) : T. J. Buchan, C. E. Serpell. 
Hon. Secretary: R. B. Hamilton. 
Hon. Assistant Secretary: F. K. Cheetham. 
Hon. Treasurer: Gordon Murphy. 

NOTES FROM MINUTES - 
OF THE COUNCIL 
R.V.I.A. SCHOLARSHIP FUND 

The Board of Architectural Education, having recom-
mended to the Council that an amendment of the pro-
visions of the Trust Deed as recommended by the Trus-
tees, is desirable, the Council has approved of the 
amendment which is as follows. That the following 
provision be deleted:—"provided always that no person 
shall receive any financial assistance from the said 
Scholarship Fund unless such person is a student of 
Architecture at the University of Melbourne and/or, 
at the Atelier of Architecture established at the said 
University" and in place of this that the following be 
inserted, "provided always that no person shall receive 
any financial assistance from the said Scholarship Fund 
unless such person shall have, in the opinion of the 
Trustees, received a satisfactory Architectural Education." 

R.A.I.A. DIPLOMAS OF MEMBERSHIP 
The Council has decided to call the attention of the 

Hon. Registrar, to the fact that the Diplomas for which 
certain members have already paid, have not yet been 
received by those members. 

QUALIFICATION FOR FELLOWSHIP OF R.A.I.A. 
The Council has communicated with the R.A.I.A. 

suggesting that on and after a date to be fixed, no per-
sons other than those who had passed an examination 
for Associateship, should be admitted to Fellowship of 
the R.A.I.A. 

DIVULGING OF PARTICULARS REGARDING 
PLANS 

It having been reported to the Council that particu-
lars regarding plans which had been lodged with the 
City Council of Melbourne, had been publicly divulged, 
it has been decided by the Council of the Institute to 
forward a letter of protest to the City Council respect-
ing the transaction. 

TRUST ACCOUNT FOR SUBSCRIPTIONS OF 
MEMBERS OF THE R.I.B.A. IN VICTORIA 

The R.V.I.A. has opened a Trust Account for the 
receipt of the subscriptions of those members of the 
R.I.B.A. who are in Victoria, pending the return of 
more favourable exchange conditions. (All members 
of the R.I.B.A. in Victoria will, no doubt, welcome the 
public spirit displayed by the British Institute regarding 
this matter.) 

MINUTES OF ANNUAL MEETING—continued 
Council: Fellows: W. A. M. Blackett, A. S. Eggles-

ton, F. L. Klingender, P. A. Oakley, L. M. Perrott; 
Associates: W. O. McCutcheon, H. V. Taylor, O. A. 
Yuncken. 

Board of Architectural Education (two representatives 
to be elected) : W. S. P. Godfrey, W. O. McCutcheon. 

MOTION PICTURES 
Interesting motion pictures were then shown by Mr. 

Edward F. Billson (A.) which had been taken during 
his recent tour of America and Europe. 
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