
From Left to Right :—Mr. P. R. Claridge (S.A.), President; the Lord Mayor of Melbourne; Professor A. S. 
Hook (N.S.W.), Messrs. H. E. Budden (N.S.W.), L. L. Powell (Q.), Leighton F. Irwin (Vict.), J. B. Islip (Vict.), 
Honorary Secretary; E. P. Trewern (Q.), H. R. Hutchison (Tas.), W. A. M. Blackett (Vict.), F. J. Heyward (Tas.) 

and G. St. J. Makin (S.A.). 

T
HE second meeting of the Council was held at 
the Kelvin Hall, the proceedings opening on Mon-
day, 7th December, 1931, and continuing until 
Saturday, 12th December. 

Those present were Messrs. W. A. M. Blackett (Pre-
sident) and L. F. Irwin (Victoria), Professor A. S. 
Hook and Mr. H. E. Budden (New South Wales), 
Messrs. P. R. Claridge and G. St. John Makin (South 
Australia) , L. L. Powell and E. P. Trewern (Queens-
land), F. J. Heyward , and H. R. Hutchinson 
(Tasmania) . 

On the opening of the meeting, the new delegates, of 
whom there were 4, were advised that they would have 
no right to take part in the proceedings until the election 
of the new Council. The remaining members (those 
who were members of the expiring Council) thereupon 
entered into a desultory conversation which lasted two 
days (until the Annual General Meeting) , respecting 
the work of the past year. 

The past President (Mr. W. A. M. Blackett) retired 
and Mr. P. R. Claridge, of South Australia, was elected 
President for one year, Mr. G. St. John Makin (S.A.), 
Vice-President; Mr. R. Richardson (N.S.W.), Hon. 
Sec.; Professor A. S. Hook (N.S.W.), Hon. Treasurer; 
Mr. A. W. Anderson (N.S.W.), Hon. Registrar. 

As the excluding of the new delegates from par-
ticipation in the preliminary proceedings created an 
awkward situation, action was taken by them to ensure 
that in the future, all members of the Council appointed 
by the various States should have the right of discussing 
and voting from the beginning of the meeting. 

The creation of a class of "Licentiates" having been 
the subject of much consideration ever since the foun-
dation of the Institute, it was eventually resolved that 
a class of Licentiate Members be established. 

The General Conditions of Contract having in some 
cases proved unsatisfactory in working, alterations which 
include practically the whole of the proposals of the 
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R.V.I.A. were made in them, but in those cases in which 
the provisions of the R.V.I.A. Conditions were not 
adopted, it was felt that the matters concerned could be 
dealt with more advantageously by incorporating them 
in the specifications. Regarding the "Insurance Clause," 
to which the R.V.I.A. had suggested an amendment, in 
order to protect the proprietor against any damage that 
might be caused by the builder to any portion of the 
building that may already be occupied by him, it was 
thought that as provision for such could also be made in 
the specification, there was no necessity to adopt the 
suggestion. It had been recommended by the N.S.W. 
Institute that the clause should be re-cast and it was 
eventually agreed that the delegates in each State be 
asked to report on the matter of "third party risk" by 
the end of January, 1932. 

A request had been made to the Council that it 
should consider the best practice regarding proof of 
payment and protection of sub-contractors, and that it 
should make a recommendation accordingly, but the 
Council felt that such is not the Architect's respon-
sibility. 

It was resolved that the President and the New South 
Wales Councillor, with the Hon. Registrar and the 
Secretary, be empowered to negotiate with the Federal 
Master Builders and that authority to publish the con-
ditions as amended as a result of such negotiations be 
given them; it is now suggested, however, that as the 
R.V.I.A. decided on the desirability of "prime cost-
ing" all items as "nett," and that as Victoria is at pres-
ent somewhat involved in this matter, it might be desir-
able for the R.V.I.A. to take some action towards re-
questing the President of the R.A.LA. to refrain from 
making any definite agreement with Master Builders 
respecting this item until things become finalised. 

A request was made by the R.V.I:A. Council for an 
opinion regarding the imposition of "sales tax," and 
in reply, it was said that the principle is, that it is the 
responsibility of the proprietor to pay increased sales 
tax from the date of its enforcement. It is felt that 
this decision will afford great assistance as guidance to 
practising members. 

The General Conditions of Contract for buildings, 
which have been adopted by the R.V.I.A. and the 
Master Builders' Federation of Australia, have been en-
dorsed by the Standards Association. 

A ruling was given regarding "limited competitions" 
to the effect that the following words should be omitted 
from the "Competitions Code" :- 

"That the selection of competitors should be car-
ried out by balloting from those who have obtained 
`first,' 'second' and 'third' places in recent competitions 
of a similar character; and a combination of this with 
'direct selection' by the promoter" ; it was also decided 
that State Institutes should have the power to vary the 
Competitions Code on condition that any variation be 
reported annually to the R.V.I.A. Council. (An in-
timation to this effect will be printed on any further 
copies of the Code published.) 

N.B.—The document which was drawn up by the 
late Federal Council of the Institutes, regarding "Archi-
tectural Competitions" is cancelled. 

Regarding "Architects' Filing Index." The Stan-
dards Association will be requested to adopt 82 in. x 
11 in. for its own publications respecting Architecture 
and building and publishers of printed matter are to 
be asked to do likewise and to print the S.A.A. classi-
fication number thereon. 

It was decided that the R.V.I.A. "Small Conditions 
of Contract" be adopted as the standard document of 
the R.V.I.A., under the title "Agreement for Small 
Works," and it was resolved that the various documents 
of the Royal Australian Institute be known as "The 
Standard Documents" and that State Institutes are 
authorised to print these for their own benefit. 

No further action is to be taken respecting "Quan-
tities," and the scale of fees was considered at some 
length, with the result that many alterations were made. 
A "cost-plus" method of charging professional fees is 
to be considered and the Victorian delegates were ap-
pointed a committee, with power to add to its number, 
to communicate directly with the Council, with a view 
to submitting, by 30th June, 1932, a full report on the 
"cost-plus" method of charging fees. 

It was further proposed that the State Institutes be 
requested to express their opinion upon the desirability 
of raising the minimum fees to 7% or alternatively, that 
this minimum fee be applied to suit domestic work only. 
With respect to partial service, a preliminary clause was 
added to the effect that "For preparing preliminary 
sketch plans, to illustrate possibilities of a site or cost 
of a scheme, the charge is on 'Quantum Meruit.' " A 
long discussion took place on the proportional charges 
to be made for the various services and it was eventually 
agreed that on Sec. 2 (g) , present sub-clause i and 2, 
be referred to the State Institutes for an expression of 
opinion, regarding the necessity for alteration, and that 
a copy of the parallel clauses of the R.I.B.A. Scale as 
amended, be furnished to the State Institutes for 
reference. 

On the recommendation of the R.V.I.A. it has been 
decided to alter Arbitration Fees from £3/3i- to 
£2/2/-. 

The delegates from the R.V.I.A. express themselves 
as feeling more than satisfied that the objectives which 
were laid down by our Institute, have practically all 
been attained or in cases in which they have not been 
attained in their entirety, that the various documents 
have been so amended that they embody our desires. 

The very important constitutional amendment which 
provides that all members of the R.A.I.A. must be 
members of the State Institute and that the State Insti-
tute shall function as the local "Chapter," should, with 
judicious handling, be brought into effect next year. 

It has been decided that the various documents issued 
shall be issued as the standard documents of the 
R.A.I.A., and where practical, the States have been given 
the power to modify them. 

One of the most important tendencies of the whole 
meeting (but one that is not expressed in the minutes) 
is, that it was decided definitely from all points of 
view, that the States should be given the fullest possible 
power to deal with matters in their own territory, and 
they should have the right to use their own initials 
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and that the local power to control competitions and 
education within their own domain, should be placed 
in the hands of the local institute. 

The financial position is undoubtedly bad and unless 
conditions improve considerably in the forthcoming 
year, the outlook for 1933 must be very grave. Over 
100 members in New South Wales are at present un-
financial, but it is hoped that this Institute will be able 
to carry them over until the next year. Stress was laid 
by the R.V.I.A. delegates on their feeling that the 
existing conditions are unwieldy and clumsy and it is 
felt that notice was taken of this by the persons 
concerned. 

Speaking generally, the R.V.I.A. delegates are of 
opinion that good work has been done and that if the 
R.A.LA. can survive the next two years, benefit must 
accrue. 

During the session, the matter of "education" was 
considered very fully and the Moderators submitted a 
report of 16 pages, which gave details of the whole of 
their investigations and recommendations, which were 
adopted in toto. (A copy of this report will be for-
warded to all institutes in due course.) 

As far as is known at the present moment, Victoria 
will be the only State to conduct the new examinations 
this year. 

The New South Wales Institute has stated that it 
is not prepared to alter the standard of qualification for 
registration in that State. 

At the close of a protracted debate, it was decided 
"That it is the opinion of this Council that it should 
do everything possible to maintain and strengthen the 
prestige of the State Institutes and that, with this end 
in view, it is resolved that the Hon. Secretary be author-
ised to take the necessary steps to amend the Articles 
of Association, to ensure that all members of the 
R.A.LA. be, and remain, members of one of the associ-
ated State Institutes." 

It was further decided that the Articles of Association 
be explored with a view to their alteration if neces-
sary, so as to give effect to the proposal that the State 
Institute should function as the 'State Chapter, and a 
committee of the Victorian delegates was appointed to 
report to the Council regarding this matter. Following 
upon this, it was suggested that the R.V.I.A. Council 
should appoint a committee to act with its delegates 
and to forward information on this subject. 

Mr. Leighton F. Irwin was appointed Chairman of 
the Board of Architectural Education for the forth-
coming three years. 

The Client and the Specification 
Mr. C. E. SERPELL (F.) 

T
HE erection of a building is primarily a business 
undertaking and the client's relations with the 
Architect and Builder are business relations. 

The business-like client will therefore make him-
self familiar with the intention of all documents con-
nected with the Building Contract. 

The building contract involves the preparation of 
four sets of documents, the Contract itself and the 
Drawings, Specifications and Conditions of Contract 
referred to in the contract. 

To the inexperienced client, the Architect's specifica-
tion appears to be a formidable compilation abounding 
in technical terms with which he is not familiar. He 
is inclined to "take it as read" and to trust that his 
Architect has included all his requirements. Probably 
his Architect has provided him with an outline Speci-
fication covering the general construction, finish and 
equipment of the building and the client considers that 
the Contract specification is merely an elaboration of 
these notes. While this is true, the client should also 
study the Contract specification before signing it so 
that possible misunderstandings and disappointments 
may be avoided when the building is erected. 

Time will be saved if the client examines the Speci-
fication with the Architect so that the more technical 
clauses may be explained. 

Some clients do not fully understand t 
tractor will do nothing less and nothing 
shown on the Drawings or described in the- 
Lion, and that if, during the progress of the wor t e 
client wants any variations to the works described, these 
variations will result in additional charges by the 
Contractor. 

It frequently happens that a client who makes up his 
mind to build after a long period of indecision, becomes 
impatient on account of the time required by the Archi-
tect to prepare the Plans and Specifications. He usually 
does not appreciate the amount of care and skilful 
labour involved in the preparation of a complete set 
of working drawings and specifications. He can hardly 
be expected to realize this unless the Architect makes 
it his business to explain to him the work involved and 
the importance of having sufficient time to carry out his 
work efficiently. 

New methods of construction, new building materials 
and items of mechanical equipment are constantly being 
made available and upon the careful selection and 
specifying of these will depend the success or otherwise 
of the completed building. 

The well written Specification will not only clearly 
define the `standard of workmanship and the class of 
materials to be used but will do so in such manner as 
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to obviate any question as to what the Contractor will 
be required to furnish or what the client is to expect 
in his finished building. 

A good Specification is concise and definite and is 
so carefully worded that no sentence can possibly have 
more than one meaning. A hurriedly prepared and 
carelessly worded Specification is the . breeding ground 
of disputes. 

Disputes disturb the harmony between the three 
parties to the Contract which is so essential to the 
satisfactory conduct of the work and they frequently 
lead to expensive Arbitration or Litigation. 

Clients have been known to consider that the Archi-
tect's Specification is unnecessarily long and too de-
tailed and to imagine that a lower tender could be 
obtained if a shorter Specification were provided. The 
experienced builder would not be deceived by a short 
Specification and if sufficient explanatory details of the 
work are not given and such loose phrases as "to be 
completed to Architect's further instructions," or "as 
directed" are used he will make a substantial addition 
to his tender for self-protection. 

The loosely written or insufficiently detailed Speci-
fication will almost invariably result in "Extras" which 
both the client and his Architect earnestly desire to 
avoid. 

The owner should not ask the Architect to include in 
the Specification any unreasonable requirements which 
might lead to increased cost when tenders are received 
or to friction after the contract is let. Such require-
ments might, for example cover the time for completing 
portion or the whole of the work, provision for carry-
ing out work during occupation by the owner or his 
tenant, or for carrying on the business of the owner 

• during alterations or re-building. 

The general clauses contained on the opening pages 
of a Specification should be read carefully as these are 
not mere padding, but form an essential to the com-
pleteness of the whole Specification. 

One of the preliminary clauses refers to the Con-
tractor's duty regarding the giving of Notices and Pay-
ing Fees to the Building and other Public Authorities, 
and in this connection the client is advised to allow the 
Architect sufficient time to have his plans and specifica-
tion checked by the Authorities before tenders are called. 
This precaution is of particular importance in connec-
tion with City Buildings or buildings which come under 
the control of the Department of Public Health, Fac-
tories' Act or Licenses' Reduction Board. 'Extras' are fre-
quently incurred through the neglect of this precaution. 
In most cases, the neglect is attributable to the client's 
impatience to get the work started and the Architect to 
placate the client, relies on his own interpretation of 
the vague requirements of some of the authorities and 
takes a risk and allows the contract to be signed before 
the plans and specification are officially approved. 

Another preliminary clause, usually headed "Allow-
ance for Contingencies," deals with the provision of a 
sum of money to be expended on extras. The propor-
tion of this allowance to the Contract amount will vary 
according to circumstances. Naturally, it will be higher  

in the case of "Alterations" or "Additions" than in the 
case of a new building. 

This allowance is not primarily for the purpose of 
covering the cost of essential work, provision for which 
may have been omitted by the Architect in his specifica-
tion or plans (although even the most careful Architect 
is capable of making a small omission in his specifica-
tion) but is intended to cover the cost of extra struc-
tural and other work which may be found necessary 
owing to causes which could not be foreseen by the 
Architect. This allowance is also used to cover specially 
defined works which cannot be measured or priced by 
a Quantity Surveyor or Tenderer. 

Possible alterations made to the Regulations of the 
numerous Building Authorities after the date of sign-
ing of the contract, which could, therefore, not be pro-
vided for in the specification are also covered by the 
Contingency clause. 

The allowance for Contingencies does not include any 
provision for "Client's extras." 

If it is the intention of the owner to have certain 
works, such as Elevators, Shop or other fittings, instal-
lation of machinery, etc., carried out under separate 
contracts or by his own workmen, the nature of these 
works should be mentioned in the specification and 
provision made for the carrying out of the work with-
out interfering with the  work of the Building 
Contractor. 

Clauses dealing with the order in which works are 
to be carried out are of importance in cases in which 
the business of the owner has to be carried out during 
alterations or re-building, and a scheme carefully 
worked out by the Architect and Client and incorporated 
in the Specification will save time and money. 

Clauses dealing with Prime Cost Allowances are in-
cluded in the Conditions of Contract and need not be 
detailed here but the Specification should give the Client 
and Builder, at least a general description of the works 
included in each monetary allowance for specialized 
work or for fittings. The Client should also make him-
self familiar with the class of fitting which can be pur-
chased for the allowance made in respect of same. 

The work to be done by each trade is grouped in the 
usual Specification and provision is made for the pro-
per co-ordination of the work of the various trades. 

In a short article of this nature it is obviously im-
possible to discuss the Specification clauses connected 
with individual trades. 

In the case of buildings in the country and away 
from the usual source of building supplies, the Client 
can give great assistance to his Architect and incidentally 
help his own pocket by obtaining as much information 
as possible in regard to available local supplies of 
material and labour, cartage, board and residence for 
workmen, water supply, etc. 

In conclusion, the Client who wants to get the 
greatest value and best service for his outlay must defin-
itely make up in his mind exactly what he wants before 
the Contract is signed. Subsequent alterations to the 
work shown on the Plans and described in Specifica-
tion, will cause vexatious delays and uneconomic extras. 
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VIEW FROM GISBORNE STREET 

"Seven storeys in height . . . the build-

ing has no rear or internal light courts, for 

the Spring Street front has two courts 

open to the street from the second floor 

level." 

Acaston House 
Messrs. A. & K. HENDERSON 

	
ARCHITECTS 

Messrs. T. DONALD & CO. 	 BUILDERS 
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ALCASTON HOUSE 
MONG the cities of the world, Melbourne, con 

spicuously, has spread far and wide as she has 
grown. For a city of a million people, her 
suburbs are tremendously extensive and few 

people have elected to live in the city. 

As population grows, it is not to be expected that 
the suburbs will spread, proportionately, still further. 
Transport difficulties, congestion and time wasted in 
travelling to and fro, would tend to become a burden. 
The solution lies in more intensive development of 
residential areas nearer to the heart of the city by the 
building of multi-storied apartment houses. 

There appears to be a mild local prejudice against 
apartment houses, which probably had its roots in dis-
satisfaction with many past experiments, which pro-
duced barrack-like blocks of flats reminiscent of tene-
ments, or which were little beyond ill-conceived conver-
sions of large old houses. From America and the Contin-
ent we learn that thoroughly efficient apartment houses 
sheltering many families may yet possess considerable 
character and charm, particularly when situated adjacent 
to public gardens or possessing gardens of their own. 

Only now are we beginning to appreciate the neces-
sity of erecting flats on a really large scale rather than 
on the small scale prevailing in the immediate past. 
By grouping many households in one large building, 
it is possible to make available, services and amenities 
the first and operative cost of which would otherwise 
be prohibitive. Among such advantages are good lifts, 
bureau service, hot water, central heating and mechanical 
ventilation, incinerator, postal chute and proper janitor 
service. 

Of such modern apartment houses which are carried 
a stage beyond two-storied blocks of flats, Melbourne 
possesses very few. A need had grown among people 
who required a pied a terre in town in the form of an 
attractively situated fiat, self-contained and completely 
equipped. 

To fill this need and, further, to cope with the 
demand for suites for medical practitioners in Collins 
Street, the Trustees of the estate of the late Dr. E. M. 
James embarked upon the building of Alcaston House 
on the site of the old home of the James family. 

Standing at the Eastern gateway of the city on the 
Northern corner of Collins Street at Spring Street, the 
building has a delightful situation with a prospect of 
gardens and the dignified old Treasury Building loom-
ing nearby. Seven storeys in height,  with the basement 
and three lower storeys devoted to suites for medical 
men and the remainder planned as twenty residential 
flats, the building has no rear or internal light courts, 
for the Spring Street front has two courts open to the 
street from the Second Floor level which are flooded 
by the morning sun. 

RIGHT OF WAY 
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Externally, above a base of Sydney freestone, the 
building is faced with sand surfaced stucco of a pale 
gold finish. The flat roof with pergolas of painted 
wood is arranged with barrels of earth in which flowers 
and climbing plants are grown. The steel window 
frames are painted a pale apple green and the balus-
trades of the balconettes in deep blue. A domestic note 
is expressed in the chimney stacks. 

Rising beyond the main mass is a set-back storey 
accommodating a custodian's flat, trunk storage rooms 
and bedrooms with bathrooms which may be let to the 
occupants of flats for the use of servants. The lift 
machinery room rises higher again surmounted by an 
enclosed water storage tank, terminating in a band 
boldly modelled in a key pattern. 

The building has structural brick external walls, and 
reinforced concrete columns, beams and floors. Internal 
partitions are of terra cotta block. The floors are covered 
with cork linoleum in the professional portion of the 
building, and elsewhere throughout with polished hard-
wood or parquet. The public halls and corridors of the 
flats floors are laid with carpet of an interesting pat-
tern in fawn and "henna" shades, which harmonizes 
with the buff sanded plaster walls and the deep ivory of 
the painted woodwork. 

On the lower floors double windows with air pocket 
between have been installed to counteract the noise of 
traffic and electric trams in the medical suites. A system 
of "plenum" ventilation supplies warmed or cooled air, 
and the surgeries are provided with hot and cold water, 
compressed air and gas. 

The Collins Street entrance leads to an enquiry bureau 
and lift serving the professional floors. The door takes 
the form of a wrought iron grille backed with plate 
glass. The lobby ceiling is painted ivory and soft blue, 
and the walls are lined with synthetic stone set with 
rondels in low relief. 

The Spring Street entrance, shaded by a metal mar-
quise, has outer doors of tooled wrought iron and glass 
opening upon a vestibule with barrel vaulted ceiling, 
coffered and painted in ivory and stumbled blue. As 
this is the flats entrance, the inner hall is provided with 
a boutique and enquiry office opposite the lift. ` Deliv-
eries are made at the entrance from the right-of-way 
at the Northern end of the building, where a third 
lift is placed for goods and service. 

On the keystones of the ground floor windows are 
heads of IEsculapius, the god who punishes, heals and 
helps, and Hygeia, while over the Collins Street en-
trance there is placed a cartouche displaying the rod 
and serpent, emblematic of medical science. 

The two passenger lift cars are lined with flush 
panelling of inlaid polished wood with radiator and 
ventilation grilles of golden bronze. 

On each of the flats floors there are apartments of 
three types. They are planned with one, two or three 
bedrooms and living room, kitchen and bathroom. Flats 
of these particular sizes and types were decided upon 
after an exhaustive study of the requirements of people 
likely to be wanting a city apartment. Every flat has 
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there is a fireplace in each living room with gray marble 
surround, hearth and kerb, with painted wood mantel 
of a number of varying types of design. The walls of 
living rooms and hall are of sand finished buff plaster. 
Canvas sun blinds roll up into concealed boxes at the 
window heads. The equipment includes monel metal 
sinks, plate racks, exhaust ventilation to kitchens and 
lavatories, a variety of built-in cupboard space, hot and 
cold water, gas stoves and electrical installation with 
liberal power and light outlets. 

The building is notable for the fact that every living 
and bedroom without exception has an extensive view. 
Also, the flats are so planned that in no case does a 
living room overlook a bedroom. 

Every flat possesses a balconette or two—and some 
have several more—but the flat roof, furnished as it 
is with tables, chairs and awnings stretched beneath the 
pergolas, provides an airy place for sitting out, with 
exceptionally fine views over all surrounding buildings 
to the hills, across the bay and the city itself. The 
upper roof level forms a promenade with something 
curiously like the feeling of a wind-swept deck. The 
extent of the view may be imagined when it is con-
sidered that the height of the site is within a few feet 
of the most elevated point in the city. 

Although but a few minutes from the busi-
ness, shopping and amusement centres of the 
city, the situation of Alcaston House is slightly 
withdrawn and at night, when the traffic has 
dwindled, the quarter is so still and quiet that 
there falls on the ear only the gentle splashing 
of the delightful little convict-made fountain 
in the garden behind the bronze statue of 
General Gordon. 

The grille to the Collins Street 
entrance, folding in three 
leaves into side recesses, is 
backed with plate glass, and 
was executed by C. R. Cas-
lake. Pressed cement ornament 
was made by the Modern Art 
Co. Pty. Ltd. The walls of the 
Entrance Hall are lined with 
cast stone supplied by Picton, 
Hopkins & Son Pty. Ltd. 
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The main stair has white marble treads and 

risers and balustrade of wrought iron 

painted deep blue, with polished maple 

handrail. The lift car is flush panelled in 

maple, with ebonised skirting and inlaid 

margins of amboyna bounded between 

narrow strips of pittosporum. Metalwork 

is in virgin bronze. The cars were executed 

by H. Goldman Pty. Ltd. 
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The flats entrance from Spring Street is 

painted in pale fawn tones with ceiling of 

ivory and blue. All the flats' living rooms 

have sanded plaster walls. The Roger 

grates have grey marble surrounds with 

mantlepieces of painted wood. 

6q 
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The flat roof, furnished as it is with 

tables, chairs, and awnings stretched be-

neath the pergolas, provides an airy place 

for sitting out, with exceptionally fine 

views over all surrounding buildings to the 

hills, across the bay and the city itself. 

The upper roof level forms a promenade 
with something curiously like the feeling of 

a wind-swept deck." 
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The Building Industry Congress 

THE last issue of the Journal reported the Inaugural 
Meeting of the Building Industry Congress. Fol-
lowing is a resume of the activities of the Congress 
since the Inaugural Meeting:— 

The first official meeting of Council was held at 
Kelvin Hall on Friday, 4th December, 1931, with Mr. 
Leighton F. Irwin in the chair and seventeen members 
present. It was decided to defer the matter of the 
appointment of an Honorary Secretary until the next 
meeting. Mr. R. H. Solly, representing the Roofing 
Tile Manufacturers' Association, was appointed Hon-
orary Treasurer. 

Members of the Congress who were not present at 
the Inaugural Meeting attended and signed the Con-
stitution on behalf of the bodies they represented. 

Applications for membership on Congress and Coun-
cil were referred to a special Committee consisting of 
Messrs. Louis Thompson, W. B. McCann and W. O. 
McCutcheon. 

Letters were received from the following bodies ap-
pointing their representatives to Congress:—
State Rivers and Water Supply Corn- 

mission ._. 	__. 	... 	... 	Mr. F. Rogerson 

	

Master Masons' Association 	... 	... 	Mr. C. M. Kerr 
The Institute of Engineers, Australia _.. Mr. J. A. Laing 

The following public men have accepted appointment 
as members of the Congress:— 

Hon. H. I. Cohen, M.L.C. 
Mr. W. J. Duggan. 

The Council decided to appoint an Executive Com-
mittee consisting of the Chairman, Vice-Chairman, Hon. 
Treasurer and Hon. Secretary. 

Council appointed the following members, Messrs. 
L. F. Irwin, L. M. Perrott, W. O. McCutcheon, Louis 
Thompson, W. Patrick, W. B. McCann and R. H. Solly 
to constitute a Finance Committee. 

Council decided that an invitation should be sent to 
the various interests comprising the Congress asking 
them to bring forward any matters with which they 
wish Congress to deal. This letter has been forwarded 
to the various bodies, and when the replies are in hand 
a definite programme will be mapped out to cover the 
handling of these matters, in accordance with their 
importance to the industry. 

Council approved the recommendation of the Pro-
visional Council with regard to their appointment of the .. 
Committee which had been dealing with the matters 
referred by the Melbourne and Metropolitan Board of 
Works to the Congress. 

Council decided by a unanimous vote, to place on 
record their very grateful thanks for the services which 
had been given by Mr. O. A. Yuncken as Hon. 
Organiser, in connection with the arrangements for the 
Inaugural Meeting of the Congress held in the Mel-
bourne Town Hall. 

Members of the Finance Committee have already held 
three meetings with the object of discussing ways and 
means of establishing some assured source of finance 
for the work of the Congress. At this point no de-
cisions have been reached. The Committee is inves-
tigating the possibilities of establishing some form of 
central Credit Bureau; it is felt that this would be of 
tremendous benefit to the industry. 

MELBOURNE AND METROPOLITAN 
BOARD OF WORKS COMMITTEE 

Members are acquainted with the fact, that some 
little time back the Royal Victorian Institute of Archi-
tects submitted certain recommendations to the Mel-
bourne and Metropolitan Board of Works, for inclusion 
in the new sanitary plumbing code on which the Board 
is working. The Board was not prepared to accept in 
full the recommendations of the Architects, but it did, 
however, agree to refer certain matters to the Building 
Industry Congress with a view to the obtaining of an 
opinion. The matters under consideration related mainly 
to the question of light and ventilation to toilet com-
partments. Congress accordingly appointed a Com-
mittee consisting of one representative from each of the 
following bodies:— 

The Royal Victorian Institute of Architects ; 
The Melbourne Master Builders' Association; 
The Associated Master Plumbers, Sanitary, Steam and 

Hot Water Engineers of Victoria ; 
The Commission of Public Health ; 
The Melbourne City Council ; and 
The Melbourne and Metropolitan Board of Works. 

This Committee met on three occasions and has for-
warded its report to the Council of Congress. 'This 
report will be forwarded by Congress to the Standards 
Association with a request that it be included in the 
recommended minimum requirements for sewerage by-
laws that will be adopted throughout Australia. 'Ihe 
changes agreed upon and recommended by this Com-
mittee are as follows:— 

AIR-LOCKS FOR WATER CLOSETS 

The air-lock may be omitted in a case in which a 
water closet within any building is intended solely for 
the private use of not more than two persons and opens 
off a room normally occupied by those persons only, 
provided that such room is not used for the manufac-
ture, preparation, storage or consumption of food, or as 
a factory, workshop or workplace. 

In private residences no ante-chamber or air-lock is 
required for water closets opening on to a well-ven-
tilated hall, passage, lobby or staircase, but where in 
the opinion of the responsible officer of the authority 
this condition does not exist, an air-lock should be 
provided. 
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(The principal concession in respect of this latter 
paragraph is that any well-ventilated space that may be 
without natural light will be accepted as an air-lock.) 

VENTILATION OF WATER CLOSETS AND 
AIR-LOCKS 

The Committee recommends that water closets and 
urinal compartments in buildings other than hospitals 
and similar institutions may be ventilated by one of 
the following means:— 

In place of the usual external wall in buildings up 
to four stories in height the water closets and urinal 
compartments may abut on to a ventilating shaft open 
to the sky and carried up to such height as may be 
necessary to prevent the deflection of wind currents 
down the shaft by neighbouring structures. No rooms 
other than water closets, urinal compartments and bath-
rooms may open on to such shafts, and where such 
water closet, urinal compartment or bathroom is situated 
in the basement or cellar, the wall of same abutting on 
to a ventilating shaft shall extend at least five feet in 
height above the adjoining level of such shaft. The 
area of such ventilating shaft, and the maximum num-
ber of water closets or urinals to be served by any one 
such shaft shall be as defined in a table embodied in the 
report of the Committee. 

In three or four storey buildings and in all base-
ments or cellars water closets or urinal compartments 
shall, in addition to the above-mentioned ventilating 
shaft, be provided with a ventilating duct carried 
through the roof and fitted with an approved cowl, 
designed either to give a positive up-draft or down-
draft in the duct at the option of the owner. Such 
ventilating duct and cowl, shall be capable of changing 
the air in each water closet compartment served by it at 
least four times per hour in the case of private compart-
ments, and six times per hour in all other cases, when 
subject to a wind velocity of four miles per hour, the 
inside and outside temperatures being equal. 

Vent flues serving different closet apartments may be 
combined, but the minimum area of any vent flue, 
shall be 25 square inches for each closet pan served by 
the said flue. 

Every water closet or urinal apartment which abuts 
on to a ventilating shaft as above-mentioned shall have 
a window capable of being opened to such vent shaft, 
with an effective glass area at least equal to one-fifth of 
the floor area of the apartment, with a minimum of 
four square feet, and, excepting where the window is 
louvred, shall be provided with ventilating openings 
to the ventilating shaft having a total clear area of one 
square foot per closet pan. 

MECHANICAL VENTILATION 

(a) Every system of mechanical ventilation , shall be 
approved by the Authority and must be capable of 
changing the air conténts of the water closets served 
at least six times per hour. 

(b) In every such case the ventilating fan and the 
power unit operating same shall be in duplicate 

unless the main air shaft has, in the opinion of 
the responsible officer of the Authority, been de-
signed to act as an efficient natural vent in the 
event of the mechanical equipment failing. 

(c) Upon completion, the owner or his representative 
shall carry out such tests of the ventilating system 
as the Authority may deem necessary. 

(d) Such mechanical system shall be operated continu-
ously and maintained in good working order and 
condition under the direction of a properly qualified 
person. 

(e) Any such mechanical system shall be open to in-
spection by the Authority at all reasonable times, 
and shall be subject to such tests as the Authority 
shall, from time to time, direct. 

Such air shafts may be used, also, as pipe shafts, 
subject to the requirements of Section 112. 

(f) The failure for a period longer than 48 hours of 
any such ventilating system to operate efficiently or 
to fulfil the requirements of this section shall be 
an offence against this By-law, and the owner 
thereof shall in respect of such failure be liable 
to penalties as provided. 

LIGHTING OF WATER CLOSETS AND AIR-LOCKS 

The Committee recommends where water closet or 
urinal compartments, ante-chambers or air-locks are con-
structed on to this ventilating shaft they shall be separ-
ately lighted by electricity and provided with a separate 
switch within the compartment. 

PUBLICITY . 

Council of Congress feels very gratified with the 
support the movement has received from the daily press, 
particularly does it appreciate the space given in the 
"Herald" of Saturday, January 9th, to the interesting 
article by the President of the Congress, Mr. Leighton 
F. Irwin. The message conveyed in Mr. Irwin's article 
is so good that we have published it on the following 
pages. 

Institute Cricket Match 

The Cricket Match between members and students 
was played on the Scotch College Cricket Ground on 
Tuesday, 15th December. 

The Institute members were represented by Messrs. 
C. L. Cummings, J. B. Islip, L. D. San Miguel, R. O. 
Ellis, C. H. Strachan Smith,- O. A. Yuncken, M. R. 
Barlow, and the Students by Messrs. L. R. Stynes, Dal-
ton, Hunt, Wilson, Taylor, Laird, Kerr. 

The students numbered seven and they made 111; 
the members also numbered seven and made 79 in the 
first innings, losing two wickets for 53 in the second 
when, at 5.15 p.m., play had to be abandoned in con-
sequence of rain. 
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THE PRESIDENT, R.V.I.A. 
Mr. Leighton F. Irwin, F.R.I.B.A., F.R.V.I.A. 

SPEAKS THROUGH LEADING ARTICLE IN MELBOURNE "HERALD" 

"Move for Better and Cheaper Buildings" P 	9 
SUPPOSE every schoolboy knows that the two greatest 
single industries in this State are agriculture and 
building, and he knows, too, that both have been, 
and are, experiencing hard times. Like farming, 

the building industry has lingered in the economics of 
pre-war days. It is unorganised--one might almost 
say disorganised. As a whole, those engaged in it had 
been making little or no profit so that at the first sign 
of hard times, building was among the first industries 
to suffer, and in fact has been more hardly hit than 
any other. 

To many people, building signifies bricks and mortar, 
scaffolding, the sight of a house in course of erection 
—and no more. But I shall try to show that "the build-
ing industry," which is not the same as "the building 
trade," is a far more comprehensive term than most 
people imagine, and that it touches the lives of every 
individual in the State far more directly than is gen-
erally supposed. 

For example, within a 10-mile radius of the G.P.O. 
there are more than 50,000 persons who are solely de-
pendent on the building industry for their livelihood. 
In a normal year, and within the same area, between 
£6,000,000 and £7,000,000 are spent on building alone. 
In Melbourne there are about 600 registered architects 
and more than four times that number of builders, and 
I believe that the Building Trades' Federation, now in 
course of organisation, will embrace no fewer than 
15,000 employees. 

These figures refer only to the trade and those em-
ployed in it, but if we survey the building industry as 
a whole we will find that these figures do not cover 
more than one-third of those directly engaged. 

Consider, for example, the manufacturers of building 
supplies who probably comprise the largest section of 
all. One has only to think of the numerous brick yards, 
tile yards, sawmills, cement works, stone quarries and 
other trades scattered all over the State to realise that 
here is a great collection of activities dependent in large 
measure on the prosperity of the building industry. In 
another group there are the manufacturers of plaster, 
metal and concrete products; in another, ironmongers' 
and, plumbers' supplies which are manufactured in fac-
tories in this State. Then there are the great mer-
chandising blocks, and the distributors acting between 
the manufacturers and the trade, an essential link in 
the building industry, for here are centred the trans-
actions in which stocks of the hundred and one different 
kinds, and types of items and materials used in building 
may be obtained at short notice. 

A lesser known but important group is that of the 
sub-contractors who supply fabricated parts for building, 
such as joinery, heating and ventilating. All these 
groups furnish the wages for a large number of skilled 
tradesmen. 

Then there are public bodies, such as the Public 
Works Department, the Municipal Councils, the Board 
of Works and the Health Commission which have de-
partments occupied entirely in this work. And if we 
follow the ramifications still further afield, we find that 
they stretch out to include estate agents, building 
societies, structural engineers, and so on, while still 
further afield but linked tip with the industry are 
solicitors, accountants and others engaged in convey-
ancing and building management. 

This brief survey will show, I think, that there is no 
other industry so closely woven into the fabric of the 
community, and no other, the stability, progress, proper 
organisation and efficient control of which are so vital 
to the general public. 

And yet these great groups of common interests which 
make up the building industry have for many years been 
growing up side by side, without any attempt being 
made to pool their experience, their resources or their 
influence. Each has followed its own bent independent 
of the other; there has been no co-operation, no ration-
alisation, with the result that there has been great loss 
and inefficiency both to the industry and to the public. 

Some nine or ten months ago an inquiry was set on 
foot to find out what was wrong and what could be 
done about it. It was very soon apparent that the 
general position was much as I have described it, and 
also that any movement toward an improvement would 
be welcomed. A very close investigation was then made 
of the position in each section or group of the industry; 
advice was sought from those qualified to give it, and 
finally a scheme was evolved which had as its main 
principle the bringing together of the whole of the 
groups into one consultative body. 

Meetings were held representing all sections of the 
building industry; a constitution was drafted, and at a 
great gathering in the Town Hall the Building Industry 
Congress was inaugurated. 

The word "Congress" does not seem to me to convey 
the idea we have in mind. It has been described as a 
"Building Parliament," and although even that term is 
not entirely appropriate it suggests its character more 
clearly. 
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authorities, has begun work and effected many improve-
ments in this direction. 

Another source of waste is the burden of bad and 
doubtful debts carried by merchants, which is well illus-
trated by the large number of insolvencies in the indus-
try. The Congress has taken this matter up and is 
formulating a credit system for the benefit of its mem-
bers. A further handicap, compared with the practice 
in other countries, is the restricted use of standardised 
fittings and materials, but here again progress is being 
made, there being a representative of the Standards 
Association of Australia in the Congress. 

At a later date we hope to establish something on 
the lines of the British Building Research Bureau, but 
in the meantime there is much to do in carrying out a 
preliminary survey of existing conditions. There are 
other difficulties and obstacles, such as anomalies in 
building insurance, trade apprenticeship, and the lack 
of knowledge of the industry, which we hope to remove 
by constantly placing the facts before the public. 

These, then, are the plans of the Building Industry 
Congress; plans which form a part of the national effort 
for rehabilitation of our country. We do not wish to 
provide a panacea, nor are our plans devised merely in 
order to stimulate immediately building activity, how- 
ever desirable that might be. 	 - 

The effects of the new movement will not be ap-
parent in a few weeks, nor even perhaps this year. 

The Building Industry Congress is fully alive to the 
difficulties before it and aware of the great  respon-
sibility it has undertaken. We feel that if we are able 
in any way to carry into effect only one item on our 
programme the industry and the community will benefit. 

Our ideal is the provision of better buildings at a 
lower cost; buildings which are the product of good 
architects, good contractors, and good craftsmen 

. t 
ing with good materials. 	
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The Congress, in which the various interests con-
cerned are represented by 60 delegates, will meet once 
a year. The real work will be carried on continuously 
by various important sub-committees comprising- the sec-
tions interested in matters under review, their activities 
being co-related by an executive council appointed 
annually by the Congress. 

What are the objectives before us? 

In the constitution they are stated to be: "To enquire 
into and to remove the disabilities now suffered by the 
industry; to promote greater efficiency in the manufac-
turing and marketing of supplies and in constructional 
methods; to stimulate public confidence and to employ 
the combined power and influence of the industry for 
the attainment of these objectives." 

To translate these aims from pious . resolutions into 
practical purpose is the chief work of the new organisa-
tion, and I can give one example which will show that 
if any measure of success is attained great savings will 
be effected not only to the industry but to the public. 

We are throwing into the gutter every year at least 
£600,000 which is lost in the building of houses, fac-
tories and public institutions erected in Melbourne, and 
this is roughly about 10 per cent. of our normal build-
ing bill. 

The serious aspect of this loss is that it is a recurring 
loss, so that on this basis in the course of 10 years we 
have been wasting some six millions sterling! 

People sometimes forget that building costs are the 
first charge, not only on the rent they pay as individuals 
but on their competitive capacity, in whatever trade or 
profession they are engaged, and this loss is saddled 
on all work, material and construction enterprise paid 
for by you and me. 

Every time we settle with the landlord for his rent, 
every time we buy an Australian-made article or ship 
goods to sell abroad, this charge enters into the trans-
action. Here then is one factor in the high cost of 
living and of production which can and should be 
eliminated, and the presence of which explains the dis-
astrous disadvantages under which we labour. 

Our buildings take longer to complete and cost more 
than they should, and there is another evil to which I 
will refer. There has been a tendency to value land on 
previous sales, in other words, on the basis of what 
could be got for it rather than on the legitimate basis 
of what the land is worth. The result has been unreal 
valuations from which, in many cases, it is not possible 
to obtain a reasonable return. Land values are decided 
by rental returns, and no juggling of figures can alter 
that fact. The method of applying Land Tax particu-
larly to city properties is unsatisfactory, and the anti-
quated and inelastic character of our Building Acts and 
many of the regulations have been detrimental to the 
building industry. 

The time-wasting procedure endured before a build-
ing may be erected, and the amazing lack of uniformity 
in the various requirements cost a needless amount of 
money, time and patience, but, already, I am glad to 
say, a committee, including members of several public 

The Library 

T
HE Allied Societies Library holds many books 
and articles that are of great value and assistance 
to members and students of the architectural 
profession. 

The Engineering section of the library contains many 
books relating to architectural engineering, and students 
are invited to peruse and study these works which would 
be of great assistance to them in their architectural 
training. 

The Secretary (Mr. J. B. Islip) has received from 
Mr. L. G. Cahn (A.), of New York, the Year Book 
of the Architectural League of New York and Catalogue 
of the Forty-Sixth Annual Exhibition. This publica-
tion deals with Decorative Painting, Ecclesiastical Archi-
tecture, Crafts, Sculpture and Domestic and Landscape 
Architecture. This book is well and liberally illustrated 
and is of a very interesting nature. 
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Sales Talk by Canadian Architects 
By courtesy of a publication issued by The Saskatchewan Association of Architects, Canada 

WHY AN ARCHITECT IS REQUIRED 
Many people have been at a loss to know when and 

why they require the services of an Architect and there 
is a lack of public knowledge as to what an Architect 
does and the charges made for Architectural services. 

A series of articles will be published with the hope 
that they will make these matters clear, and that by the 
elimination of misunderstanding, smooth the path of all 
those involved in the construction of buildings. 

It will be shown in detail exactly what the duties of 
an architect are and what his remuneration is for differ-
ent services rendered. 

The advantages of retaining registered architects will 
be clearly set forth in such a way to prove that an Archi-
tect saves an owner time, money and trouble in any 
building operation. 

It will be the object of these articles to show that an 
Architect is necessary in the preliminary consideration 
of any building project to secure the best solution and 
that an Architect will provide for the most economical 
arrangement and construction, the minimizing of insur-
ance and maintenance charges, the artistic appearance of 
the building and many other matters. 

THE DUTIES OF AN ARCHITECT 

1. Carefully study any given building problem from 
all angles to obtain the best solution. 

2. Prepare preliminary plans with accurate estimates 
of cost, statement showing revenue, cost of maintenance, 
type of construction and revise plans embodying owner's 
ideas until owner is satisfied. 

3. Prepare working plans and specifications covering 
all details of construction and design so that the con-
tractor will know exactly what he is to do and the owner 
what he can expect. 

4. Secure competitive tenders, advise owner re award-
ing contract and draw up contracts that will protect the 
owner against loss by liens, damages, fire, etc. 

5. Prepare all necessary details required during con-
struction. 

6. Carefully supervise construction throughout, ex-
plain and interpret drawings, settle disputes, check pro-
gress and issue progress certificates seeing that contrac-
tor is not overpaid. 

7. Make final adjustment of all accounts and give ac-
ceptance of the building. 

HOW AN ARCHITECT WORKS 

By means of preliminary consultations, rough sketches 
'and estimates the requirements of anyone intending to 
build are brought to light. These sketches are developed 
to such an extent that the owner knows approximately 
what kind of a building he is going to get, the cost, 
amount of revenue and cost of maintenance. 

When the owner is satisfied with the sketches the 
Architect then prepares working plans and specifications 
which show exactly and in detail what the contractors 
will be required to provide and what the owner can 
expect to receive, thus eliminating any misunderstanding. 

The Architect then obtains competitive tenders which 
assure the lowest cost and advises the owner as to the 
responsibility and capability of the contractors tender-
ing. He relieves the owner of all detail work of closing 
contracts seeing that the owner is properly protected. 
Constantly during construction detailed instructions and 
drawings are supplied to supplement and interpret 
the working plans and a careful supervision of all work 
is furnished. 

The owner is protected against liens or overpayment 
by the fact that all payments are made only upon the 
certificates of the Architect who is experienced in such - 
matters and he sees that all requirements of the contract 
are completed before accepting the building. 

THE SELECTION OF AN ARCHITECT 

In any building project an Architect's influence in the 
expenditure of money is considerable. It is therefore 
important that the Owner should assure himself that his 
Architect, besides being honest, is fully qualified as 
required under the Government Architects Act. Mem-
bership in the Saskatchewan Association of Architects 
is assurance of this. 

He should be a man commanding, by education and 
experience, a thorough knowledge of planning and 
design from both the economic and artistic standpoint. 

To employ architectural service on the basis of fee or 
to attempt the use of stock or free plans represents the 
practice of choosing for cheapness rather than quality. 
Incompetent service for an insufficient fee or the use of 
stock plans result in loss from costly errors, extravagant 
and unnecessary construction, etc., costing far more than 
the entire cost of competent architectural service. Free 
plans usually prevent securing the minimum cost by 
competitive tendering. 

Selection of an Architect by competition is a custom 
fraught with evils and danger. It is better for an owner 
to co-operate with his chosen Architect in a careful con-
sideration of all phases of the project in hand and in 
this way arrive at the best and most economical solution. 

GARDNER & NAYLOR PTY. LTD. 
Cafeteria and Equipment Manufacturers 

A change in the personnel of this firm is announced. 
Mr. W. Naylor is now Managing Director, Mr. A. W. 
Gardner having retired. The head office has been trans-
ferred to 304-308 Spencer Street, Melbourne. (See 
Advt., Page xviii.) 
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Mr. A. R. Butler 

Notes on the Development of 
Architecture on the Continent 

Mr. A. R. BUTLER (F.), A.R.I.B.A. 

(Among the Continental countries which are usually visited by Australians, it is only 
recently that the Scandinavian countries have attracted attention. It will, without doubt, 
be interesting to members to peruse the following notes which have been made by two 
of their colleagues who have, during the last few weeks, returned to Melbourne after 
having given some time to the study of Architectural development in the Northern 

divisions of Europe.) 

il 

ASTRONG appeal to the 
Architect is made by 

the Architecture of Swed-
en, for in that delightful 
country, much of the re-
cent work is of the high-
est merit. 

The appreciation which 
has been highly develop- 
ed among the general 
public regarding matters 
of art is probably re-
sponsible for this; in-
deed, the many examples 
of beautiful building and 
sculpture seen there  
seem to exist because the 
people understand and 

are fully seized of the value of these things, and to-day, 
Sweden promises to lead the world in the art of beauti-
ful building. 

This opinion exists generally among Architects abroad 
and more particularly perhaps among those in England, 
for it is there that the most keen interest is being taken 
in the modern Swedish work. 

It is in the public and leading city buildings that the 
best is to be seen and here the visitor becomes aware 
of the existence of what may be termed "a marriage" 
between the kindred arts of the Architect and the sculp-
tor. The additional interest that accrues to the build-
ings in consequence of this partnership, is very striking. 
On every hand one sees the works of leading sculptors 
exemplified in beautiful fountains and figures, including 
those of animals, birds and subterranean forms, all of 
which impart great interest and beauty to the buildings. 

The exquisite animal forms produced by Carl Milles 
in the fore-court of the Swedish Match Company's 
building in Stockholm, illustrate the success with which 
such works of art may be applied to commercial build-
ings. Apart from such embellishment, this building is 
in itself immensely interesting, the planning being ex-
tremely clever and the materials, workmanship and 
finish, form together, an example of such an approach 
to perfection as is seldom seen equalled. 

Gotenburg, though somewhat smaller than Stock- 
holm, is a city full of Architectural and town-planning 
interest. Here, the civic authorities have adopted a 
far-sighted policy and plans which are based on modern  

town-planning principles have been prepared to provide 
for the future expansion of the city for many years to 
come. As in Stockholm, many beautiful buildings are 
to be seen, notably one of the churches and the two 
museums, and again, excellent sculpture is -everywhere 
in evidence. This city is blessed with a most beautiful 
belt of garden, about a quarter of a mile in depth, 
bordering the river, which divides the business quarter 
of the city from the residential portion. This garden 
is more than one hundred years old, and in it is a 
profusion of well grown trees, emerald green grass, 
delightful fountains and garden ornaments, which 
creates a never to be forgotten memory in the minds 
of visitors. 

This resembles, to some extent, the circle of "park-
lands" which form such a strong feature of the City 
of Adelaide and which effectually separate the business 
quarter of the city from the purely residential part. 

Unless one has been prepared for it in advance, it 
is somewhat disappointing to find less of interest in 
the domestic Architecture of this country. The mass 
of Swedish people reside in flats or in the houses of 
community estates, that mode of living tending to a 
lack of individuality in their homes. For all that, how-
ever, there is about these homes, a pleasing air of quiet 
simplicity and the few isolated larger and more costly 
houses are generally of excellent design, much good and 
attractive detail being observable in them, particularly 
in the form of carved stone relief and excellent surface 
effects are obtained with varied brick textures. 

We are all aware of the power of first impressions 
and the difficulty of quelling the effect of them upon 
us, and bearing this in mind, European travellers would 
be well advised to leave Sweden to the last, otherwise 
Denmark, Holland, Germany, etc., are likely to suifer 
in contrast, particularly regarding the elusive quality 
of "charm." 

Much is to be learned from even a brief acquaintance 
with this country. Here one notes strong confirmation 
of the truth that "Architecture is the Mirror reflecting 
the Art Education of the People." The appearance of 
the cities of Sweden confirm one in the belief that the 
existence of an appreciative and educated public, gives 
a sure guarantee of excellence in building and it affords 
us a reminder of the important part that should be 
played by all who are able to assist the public in under-
standing our aims and so helping us towards perfection 
in our work. 

172 



Mr. MARCUS W. MARTIN (F.), A.R.I.B.A. 

AFTER an absence 
from Australia of 

eleven months, five of 
which were spent on the 
Continent and in Scan-
dinavia, one is apt per-
haps, to criticise too 
freely, by comparison 
with what he sees in his 
home country; but we 
should not lose sight of 
the fact that while in 
Australia we possess such 
wonderful resources and 
have unlimited oppor-
tunities, our cities are too 
young to have acquired 
such matured beauty as is 

found in the older towns of Europe. For all that, 
we can be guided and influenced by what has been done 
and what Time has developed in these great, older 
countries. 

The welfare of mankind should be our first con-
sideration, and respecting that, a study of town planning 
may teach us the proper forms and the directions which 
sound development should take; without this guidance 
it will be difficult to avoid chaos in the future. It is 
therefore, our duty to use every effort in support of the 
establishment of a permanent Town Planning Council 
in Victoria. Our traffic problems cannot be considered 
as an independent factor; the difficulties associated with 
them can only be solved by proper zoning, which, 
broadly, may be said to be the proper distribution of 
the functions of industry, housing, commercial areas, 
open spaces, etc. 

Architecture, like every thing else, is rapidly expres-
sing the many changes attendant upon the progress of 
civilization, and while new styles are well established 
on the Continent of Europe, the Architects of England 
are still undecided: but with the change of ideas and 
the use of new materials, they seek a way for their co-
ordination; but it is those with the ultra-modern ten-
dencies, so often ignorant of the essentials of good 
construction and design, that cause the confusion that 
now exists and of which people can only despair. 

While in London we find one of the most exclusive 
of hotels, Claridge's, with a new block containing 
Reception Rooms and Ballroom in the modern style; 
we still find work being produced there, however, groan-
ing under the weight of irrelevant classic detail. 

Holland is producing a modern Architecture of a 
decidedly national character ; while not breaking away 
from tradition, the work is free from the artificiality 
and bad taste of the 19th century. In the work of 
Dudok, we find the characteristic use of face brickwork 
in beautiful shades of cream and buff, affording a 
simple and graceful expression, this, with the subtle use 
of bright, contrasting colours used for special features, 
doorways, etc., produces beautiful effects. The design of  

facades to a public street must conform to certain regu-
lations, with the result that in new Amsterdam there 
is a wonderful feeling of harmony in design. 

Since the war, the housing problems of Europe have 
been great and in the cases of Germany and Austria, 
which have been specially acute, the difficulties have 
been, to a great extent, overcome by the development 
of huge housing blocks which have been carried out in 
schemes of extraordinary variation and on proper town-
planning lines. This form of dwelling has proved to 
be most economical, but there is still some controversy 
regarding whether it is a form which the people really 
desire, for while it does not afford the privacy of the 
separate cottage (which, in the larger cities, is not 
practicable) there are many compensating advantages 
which are practicable with the block schemes only. The 
chief Architectural characteristics of these blocks are 
long horizontal lines and flat roofs, the plain masses 
being relieved by balcony treatment: the walls are 
usually colour-washed in two shades. Some of the 
larger schemes form practically self-contained units 
which provide swimming pools, sand boxes, recreation 
grounds, clinics and kindergarten schools; their kitchens 
and service arrangements are fitted up in an exemplary 
manner and further, a high standard of beauty is at-
tained by the provision of good sculpture in the form 
of statuary, decoration for special features, fountains, 
etc. 

In the matter of providing facilities for open air 
life, the German people have unlimited imagination 
and they are also fortunate in possessing, to a marked 
degree, a "civic pride and conscience" ; in consequence 
of this, such evils as wanton destruction and the exist-
ence of litter in the cities are unknown. The six weeks 
I spent in Germany were sufficient to make me realize 
how earnestly Germany is treating her problems: the 
consideration and provision for' future generations is 
foremost; her people are looking ahead and are build-
ing and planning for the future. This was evident to 
visitors to the great German Building Exhibition which 
was held in Berlin last summer ; never could I have 
imagined a more extensive or comprehensive exhibition; 
covering an area of thirty-two acres, it dealt with every 
conceivable branch of the building industry. 

In Sweden, we come to a more sensitive and personal 
Architecture, but one possessing less vigour than that 
of Germany or Austria. The new Town Hall in Stock-
holm, is an example of the manner in which the Swede 
introduces into his work a feeling of national sentiment . 
and so we find there a living Architecture, which is so 
refined and delightful. I was impressed by the general 
interest and knowledge of the people in all matters of 
art, Architecture and sculpture which plays so great a 
part in their life. Her glass-ware is of lovely colour 
and her pewter and silver are of such beautiful form 
that it would be difficult to find a really bad design. 
While working on distinctly modern lines, she has a 
fine appreciation of the classics. 

Mr. M. W. Martin 

to be 
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Notes from Minutes 	MEMBERS' SECTION 
of the Council 

As the Board of Education has delegated its business 
concerning examination for Associateship to the 
R.A.I.A., students are advised that it will not be neces-
sary for them to take the Silver Medal and Sketching 
Competitions prior to admission as Associates of the 
R.A.I.A. 

Members are advised that although the Council of 
the R.A.I.A. has agreed that members of the federated 
institutes may use the titles which such institutes allow 
them, they must not use them in an abbreviated form, 
but must use the titles in full. The Council, however, 
has expressed sympathy with the proposal and will make 
further investigations relating to it. 

In the opinion of the Council of the R.V.I.A., mem-
bers are not legally bound to use any particular form of 
conditions of contract, but in accordance with the agree-
ment which has been entered into with the Federated 
Master Builders of Australia, they are morally bound to 
use the R.A.I.A. conditions. This does not preclude 
any member from making any alteration to individual 
clauses in these conditions by agreement with the builder 
concerned. 

At the suggestion of the President, Mr. C. E. Serpell 
was appointed to represent the R.V.I.A. on the Joint 
Rooms Committee. 	 - 

MR. JAMES IRWIN (F.) .—Among those members 
who have rendered service as municipal councillors is 
Mr. J. Irwin, who has been for some time a member 
of the Ararat Council. 

DISSOLUTION OF PARTNERSHIP.—The partnership 
which has existed for some time between Messrs. W. R. 
Butler, A. R. Butler and Marcus W. Martin, has been 
dissolved by mutual consent as from 1st January, 1932. 
Messrs. W. and R. Butler will continue to practice at 
84 William Street and Mr. M. W. Martin will practice 
at 100 Queen Street. 

MR. A. C. COLLINS (A.).—Notes recently received 
from Mr. Collins, who, as the winner of the "Tite Prize" 
awarded by the R.I.B.A., left some time ago for Europe, 
indicate that he is prosecuting his studies on the Con-
tinent. His latest communications are from Florence. 
We are sorry to have to record that Mrs. Collins passed 
away recently, and the sympathy of members is extended 
to Mr. Collins in his bereavement. 

MR. C. A. OGG.—The name of Mr. C. A. Ogg has 
been placed on the list of "Retired Fellows." 

MR. C. H. BALLANTYNE.—Mr. C. H. Ballantyne 
(F.) has been elected a Fellow of the Royal Institute 
of British Architects. Congratulations. 
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