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The Inaugural Address 
By the PRESIDENT, MR. LEIGHTON F. IRWIN, F.R.I.B.A., F.R.A.I.A. 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

TO follow such eminent men as we have had as 
Presidents would be difficult at any time, but in the 
immediate past years, we have had those to preside 

over the affairs of the Institute who by their attainments 
have so marked the terms of their office, that to succeed 
them in the chair, is a great honour and a greater 
responsibility. 

Messrs. Henderson, Hudson, Oakley, Blackett, God-
frey and Tompkins are names which quickly spring to 
mind and to whom acknowledgment for past services is 
due. Mr. Buchan, the immediate Past President has 
occupied a unique position, in that he is the first archi-
tect representing the provinces who has been President, 
a position which he has held with much dignity. He 
leaves the chair as one who through his sound common-
sense, and his geniality, has endeared himself to every 
one. 

As in the Royal Institute of British Architects, our 
past Presidents form a kind of "House of Lords" in 
their relationship to the Council, and one hopes that so 
it will always remain in order that he who for the 
moment occupies the chair, may rely on the strong sup-
port of those who have previously held that position. 

Prologue 

In considering what form my address should take 
to-night, I thought of the possibility of a discussion on 
the trend of modern building, which, with all its 
rapidly changing forms of material and equipment, 
would give ample scope for dealing with matters of 
prevailing interest. On the other hand, it occurred to 
me that a discourse before a learned body should per-
haps be expected to partake of a somewhat formal 
nature. 
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In neither case, however, did I feel that such a pro-
gramme was quite suitable, for while building construc-
tion is a matter of importance, and there are many suit-
able subjects of academic interest, it is borne upon me 
that the present is not the time for such things. 

We are living in a period of stress, and anxiety, 
greater than perhaps any living member can recall. Our 
profession is facing the most severe conditions in its 
history. Many of our members are confronted with a 
practical cessation of work, while the building industry 
generally, is in a state of depression such as has not 
existed since the time of the boom. 

In the face, then, of a set of circumstances such as 
these, he would be an unaffected person indeed, who 
would pass this by without comment. 

I propose, therefore, to depart from these more or 
less accepted forms and attempt to deal rather, with 
that phase of architecture which is concerned with the 
practice of our profession, covering as well as I may, 
the practical problems of the moment. 

Apart from those matters of purely domestic concern 
with which I propose to deal, I think that we as a unit 
in the economic structure should be prepared to make 
ourselves heard on those aspects of public affairs in 
which we are vitally interested. 

If, therefore, I go a little outside of the province 
which we consider essentially as our own, it is because 
I feel that we as an influential body should be pre-
pared to take our part so far as we are able in the 
rehabilitation of our country. 

Although perhaps some of what I have to say may 
be construed as being pessimistic, I wish you to accept 
it as being due to the conditions that exist, rather than 
as a lack of confidence in the future. On the contrary, 
I have faith in the eternal law of balance, believing 
that everything in the universe is stabilised by opposing 
and re-acting forces and just as the present conditions 
are the outcome of the past period of prosperity, so I 
am convinced, will the hardships and difficulties of the 
moment, be the foundations for better times in the 
years ahead. 

For the sake of clarity, I propose to group my remarks 
under three separate headings:— 

(a) Matters of Domestic Concern. 

(b) The economic position of the Building Industry. 

(c) Our Profession's concern in Public affairs, 
and to treat with them in that order. 

Matters of Domestic Concern 

Dealing with these matters which are of domestic 
concern first, I do so, as it seems to me that before 
extending our activities outside, we should endeavour 
as far as is possible, to put our own house in order. 

We have now an opportunity of going over all those 
matters which, through long use, are in need of an 
overhaul. Our members have probably more time than 
normal in which to give their attention to Institute  

business, and I appeal to them to give all the active 
assistance in their power to -help along these proposals 
which are in hand to better the position of our profes-
sion in the community. Under this heading, I propose 
to discuss only two matters—The Royal Australian 
Institute and Education. 

The Royal Australian Institute 
During the last year the Royal Australian Institute 

has come into being, not I may add however, without 
some misgivings on the part of many of our older 
members. 

They (the older members) have seen bad times in 
Australia before, and the bad years following the boom 
have not been forgotten. They have seen several pre-
vious attempts to form such a body and on each occa-
sion the attempt has lapsed. There is, however, I think, 
in this case a difference ; the bad times have repeated 
themselves, but in no previous case has the establish-
ment of a national organisation been carried so far, 
nor placed on so firm a basis. In no case previously, 
has a similar effort received so much public recognition, 
and it is the first time a Royal Charter has been granted. 

Nevertheless, I think, gentlemen, we have to move 
warily. I believe in the Australian Institute because I 
think it brings to the profession greater prestige abroad, 
and gives individual members a standing which is im-
possible in the case of a State body. But I also believe 
that if the Royal Australian Institute is to survive, that 
the wisest thing that can be done to preserve it, is to 
severely limit its functions. Above all, it seems neces-
sary to prevent it becoming top heavy. 

There are some few who would have it largely 
supersede the activities of the States through the dele-
gation of powers which have been made by the local 
bodies, and while this is now both legally and theoreti-
cally possible, I am afraid that if an attempt be made 
to put into actual operation all the powers which 
this body now undoubtedly possesses that it will, of 
its own ponderous weight, break down, because of its 
decentralised control and the difficulty of obtaining a 
representative Council for a sufficient period of time to 
properly conduct the business delegated to it. This 
would be unfortunate, and it occurs to me that to save 
it from this end, its wings should be kept severely 
clipped from babyhood and retained thus until this 
country is in a far more advanced state than it is at 
present. The Federal Council has done excellent work 
and so have the State Institutes, and I pin my faith to 
the maintenance of the spirit which existed in their 
previous relations. 	 - 

If, however, the rights of granting diplomas and of 
having members of their own who are not mandatorily 
members of the Australian Institute, are entirely sus-
pended, then the State Institutes must necessarily be 
at an end. 

Now to me this seems an unfortunate mistake, or 
should I say—a misjudgment of members' feelings, for 
I am convinced from what I have heard in this and 
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other States, that they above all things, wish to see the 
identity of the existing State Institutes maintained, with 
the right to take in new members reserved. 

I can see no difficulty in this being done, as much 
the same condition exists in the local Institutes in both 
England and America; there they have the right—and 
it is a perfectly good right, I think—to use both sets 
of letters, as the examination for entry in either case 
is identical. 

None of us here, I am sure, wish to belong to an 
organisation which is giving a blood transfusion which 
will eventually bring about its own ultimate death, and 
this, I understand, is the present legal position. 

It seems to me, that the best way is to prevent it 
from becoming too cumbersome, and the only solution 
which I can see for this, is for it at once to re-delegate 
all its powers—with the exception of the right of 
examination for all members—back to the State Institutes 
who have for so long functioned successfully and who, 
if the Royal Australian Institute of Architects is to sur-
vive, must continue so to do. 

The Council of the Australian Institute can, I believe, 
best serve the country by confining itself to the lines 
along which the Federal Council has previously success-
fully functioned. 

Grandiloquent schemes in a poorly and sparsely popu-
lated country such as ours, with its centres far apart, 
would appear at the moment to be out of place. 

It is the only way that the training of students can 
be of such a nature as to be useful when put into 
practice, and at the same time it is the only way that 
a practising architect can keep up with modern 
conditions. 

The University Course 

The course at the Melbourne University already varies 
quite considerably from those at some of the older 
schools, but it has come about quite naturally in en-
deavouring to meet necessities. As such it seems to 
be functioning satisfactorily as is substantiated by the 
interest it has created and the standard of its work. We 
have, however, to be prepared to go considerably further 
and we will need the assistance of our best brains. 

Lord Eustace Percy, one of the greatest authorities on 
Technical Education said—"The present day character-
istic of the relations between practice and education, 
is that industries and the professions are demanding not 
only that the University should supply men who merely 
know their jobs, but that it should supply them with 
men who have been taught to think and can be trusted 
to go on thinking." That is the crux of the whole mat-
ter. Too long have we been teaching our students by 
rule of thumb methods, allowing them to believe that 
only in the copying of the past can we develop the 
future. 

Education 

Turning now to the educational side of our activities ; 
it will please you, I am sure, to learn that after very 
critical consideration of all the factors involved, the 
form of examination for entrance to the Australian In-
stitute has been decided upon. 

I think you will agree with me when you see the 
new conditions, that they are a great advance on any-
thing which we have previously had in this country, 
for while they do not make the examinations any more 
difficult, the subjects are much more in keeping with 
the requirements of present day conditions. 

Other factors tending towards the advancement of 
education in this State and promoted by our own Board 
of Education which I know will interest you, are the 
establishment of the Faculty of Architecture at the 
University, and the acceptance by the Department of 
Education of our proposals for the remodelling of the 
courses in Architecture provided by the Technical 
Schools of the State. 

Speaking generally, the requirements of architectural 
training all over the world are changing, and I am glad 
to feel that we are, through the principal educational 
authorities of the State, now able to bring our methods 
of teaching up-to-date. 

To do this, it is just as essential for our students to 
be in close touch with the profession as it is for practis-
ing architects to be in touch with the students. 

Architecture of the Nineteenth Century 

The entire Nineteenth century architecture was based 
on such an outlook. Neo Greek, Neo Gothic, Neo any-
thing; everything was revived, nothing was living. All 
great styles as we call them were the outcome of a true 
and simple endeavour to meet the conditions of the 
time. But who indeed can create a style ? The people 
of the periods we so label, were certainly not aware that 
they were living in the Grecian or Gothic period and 
so on. They built in the only manner possible to them. 

It is only the man of deep knowledge whose imagina-
tion can be trusted to be sound. 

Should we not then endeavour to teach our students 
to think ? Give them by all means a knowledge of the 
past, and the derivation of the forms, for on the past 
must all true evolution be founded. But to copy instead 
of designing, to make a Grecian Temple do duty as 
a modern Bank, can get nowhere in the development of 
Architecture. 

To enslave young men in the past and to instil into 
them ideas long dead, is a mockery and surely a strange 
form of education, but it is one that most of us have 
received. To repudiate modernity, to ignore the achieve-
ments of the living, to fail to meet conditions as we 
find them, indicates sterility. And, after all, the pos-
sibilities at hand are so great that the application of 
logic and imagination to the solving of our present day 
problems must open up a whole new world of building. 

"Can those dead bones live again ?" No, but they 
may form the foundations for something that is new, 
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and that will be as great as the carcase which originally 
surrounded them. 

The Necessity for Training in Business Methods 
The time is at hand when business fundamentals must 

be included in the curricula. Without such knowledge, 
the young architect is at a disadvantage. He is entrusted 
with the expenditure of large sums of money; in his 
every project he must become the leader of a somewhat 
complicated organisation, and he is in competition with 
other business men. 

Some time ago, a building paper, complained of the 
inexperience of some of the younger architects, and 
while not finding fault with the fact of the architect 
being young, it pointed out that this lack of experience 
in his training was a source of difficulty and expense to 
those whose operations he directed. 

This is an indictment from another angle and one to 
which our teachers must give serious consideration. 
With all that there is to learn in the present day pro-
fessional course, there is always the danger of the 
theoretical being advanced at the expense of the 
practical. 

The Value of Practical Knowledge 

I should like to see that all students have some actual 
experience on the job as does the Mining Engineer, so 
that they may handle the materials which they are later 
to specify and also to learn a little respecting the 
builder's viewpoint to their mutual advantage. 

But what of to-day ? It is all very well making sug-
gestions for the improving of the student's education, 
such as one is reminded of in Shaw's paradox in "Man 
and Superman." "He who can, does, he who cannot, 
teaches." Yes! We can all offer advice. 

The Economic Position of the 
Building Industry 

I now propose to deal with those matters of general 
interest which are having their effect on the economic 
aspect of the Building Industry to-day. 

Building is the caligraphy by means of which human-
ity writes its history upon the face of the earth. It is 
sensitive to the slightest variation or adjustment in the 
social order. 

The Present Position 

Like all other activities in the country, the Building 
Industry has been "hard hit." Figures which I have 
been able to collect indicate the present position most 
clearly. Comparing the six months period, September 
to February, 1929-30, with a similar period 1930-31, 
the number of dwellings erected has decreased from 
1,631, valued at £1,607,100 to 135 dwellings valued  

at £163,000, while other private building work, which 
includes alterations, has fallen from 2,906 valued at 
£1,063,000, to 1,811 buildings valued at £341,200, or 
in other words, in comparing these two six month 
periods, the total value of building has diminished in a 
year from £2,670,000 to £505,000, or a drop of 81%. 

This serious decline has brought many troubles in 
its wake, and I think one aspect that demands atten-
tion, is that of the rapid increase in insolvencies of 
persons connected with the industry. 

A leading building supply merchant supplies the 
startling estimate that 20% of the Building Contractors 
tendering on publicly advertised work under £2,000 are 
unfinancial. A wider review covering general residen-
tial work and estimating that only 7 out of every 100 
residences come under the control of architects, will 
show a considerable increase on the above figures. 

Of 1,000 accounts investigated in one particular build-
ing commodity, close on 50% are overdue to the extent 
of six months. Of these 1,000 accounts, 10% are de-
scribed as obviously bad debts. This condition naturally 
reflects on the ultimate cost of these materials and 
aggravates the present position. 

The figures I have quoted demonstrate most clearly 
the importance of the industry to the community, and 
the loss sustained by that community through the with-
drawal from circulation of over £4,000,000 sterling per 
annum, due to the shrinkage in constructional activities. 

It would be interesting to ascertain if that were pos-
sible to what extent the wealth of the country is repre-
sented in building. Certain it is, that it must constitute 
a very large item of our national asset; our real wealth. 

An endeavour has been made to ascertain the number 
of persons employed in the Building Industry, and it 
is safe to say from the figures collected, that including 
all those industries which are allied to it and dependent 
upon building, the total number engaged in the metro-
politan area would be not less than 50,000. Of this 
number, approximately 15,000 would be directly em-
ployed through the profession and the trade. 

At the present moment 60% of this number are 
unemployed, with an approximate further 20% on half 
or restricted time, and it is estimated that of the building 
trade workers employed 98% are members of Trade 
Unions. 

The Reason for the Position 

Having now ascertained in a general manner the 
position as it now exists, it may be well to ask the 
reason for such a state of affairs, particularly as it would 
appear that the industry has been more seriously affected 
than others which are entirely dependent on the internal 
conditions of the country. 

While the present state of world affairs and the 
conditions pertaining in our own land have undoubtedly 
had their full effect, there may perhaps be other influ- 
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entes which have been at work to bring about the pres-
ent abnormal state of affairs. 

As in all positions in which a state of uncertainty 
exists, Capital is frightened away. 

Looking back over the past few years, one cannot 
help but be impressed by the number of strikes which 
have taken place, possibly the largest and most dis-
astrous of them, having been the timber strike in 
1929. The figures of the permits issued in the metro-
politan area indicate that the detrimental effects of this 
strike were apparent even before the coming of the 
present depression. 

In times of prosperity, the question of efficiency 
is all too easily overlooked, and charges to this effect 
may be laid at the doors of all those engaged, Archi-
tects, Builders and Employees; thus the speed and facil-
ity with which buildings are erected in this city are 
much below what they could be, and are far behind 
what obtains in other countries of the world. 

Land Values and Taxation 

The expense of building in the past has been too 
high for the facilities and returns obtainable from it, 
partly caused, no doubt, through the lack of efficiency in 
financing, constructing, and operating. There would 
appear to be, however, other influences outside the con-
trol of these three factors which have assisted to bring 
about the present high cost of building. 

Of these perhaps the most deep rooted would appear 
to be that of Land Values for it is one which is prov-
ing most serious in consequence of the harmful 
results which have followed the methods adopted in 
arriving thereat. 

The tendency has crept in of valuing land on past 
sales or in other words what it was possible to get for 
it, and not necessarily what it was worth. The result has 
been valuations which are unreal and from which in 
many cases no reasonable return can be had. 

The worth of land is automatically decided by rental 
returns and no amount of juggling of figures can alter 
this fact. 

One of the outcomes of this fictitious method of ar-
riving at valuations, has been that Municipal Councils 
and Federal Land Tax Authorities have largely based 
their assessments on the purchase price, the direct 
result being a decrease in rental return. 

That a number of Municipal Councils should at the 
present time be endeavouring to balance their budgets 
by maintaining or in some cases actually increasing the 
valuation of land in the areas which they control, seems 
to be an extraordinary position. Their action in this 
respect of keeping up the valuation is not only unscien-
tific but distinctly dangerous. 

Although when it suits the Federal Land Tax Authori-
ties, valuations are based on a rental basis, their usual  

reply to-day in answer to complaints of aggrieved tax-
payers, is that no drop in value has occurred for no 
sales of land have taken place in the vicinity at a lower 
figure than that at which it was bought. In fact, they 
do not officially recognise that a depression exists. 

Apart from the depression altogether, the levying of 
Land Tax has had an effect on building quite outside 
what was anticipated. 'When first imposed, the pur-
pose of this tax was to force owners to make proper 
use of their land. It was expected to have the effect 
of breaking up large country estates and to discourage 
speculators holding vacant land in order to take advan-
tage of unearned increment. The object of the Tax was 
not to obtain revenue. 

As applied to city properties, however, the taxes had 
the effect of deterring the obviously commonsense 
grouping together of narrow-fronted properties, and 
have tended to maintain the construction of buildings 
on small lots. This would appear to be unwise, not 
only from the point of view of loss of rental space due 
to the limitations of height involved, but also to the 
restriction placed on normal progress which tends to-
wards the construction of larger buildings on bigger 
blocks. 

The detrimental effect due to such methods may be 
gauged, when it is realised that the 333 % which in 
normal times represents the percentage of gross revenue 
which is absorbed by all forms of taxation, and main-
tenance charges on the office type of city building has 
been, in many cases, more than doubled. 

This is well borne out in a small property in Eliza-
beth Street which with a capital value of £12,000 and 
a gross rental return of £1,300, the taxation costs in-
cluding £68 for maintenance, etc., is £980, thus the nett 
revenue is £320, or 23 % of the £12,000 capital 
invested. 

Although Federal and State Income Tax have to be 
paid on revenue from any source, the increased rating 
further limits the nett return obtainable from buildings 
as may be illustrated by the fact that from a revenue of 
£10,000 the taxation would be £5,200, or more than 
50% of the nett revenue. 

Again, the failure to understand that the value 
of land is dependent upon the property that can 
be erected upon it and from which a nett return of at 
least 8% might reasonably be expected, has assisted to 
bring about a position whereby in many cases it is now 
unprofitable to build. 

A further example of this occurs in a city property on 
a corner allotment and valued at £2,250 per foot, which 
shows under a 41% return on the capital outlay. 

From the foregoing, I think it will be realised, that 
the cumulative results of the misguided efforts in the 
past, of owners and agents of forcing land to high 
values, has brought disastrous results to all concerned 
in property and building. 
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Regulations 

Another feature which tends to involve taxpayers in 
undue expense and thereby tends to aggravate the pres-
ent difficult situation is the use of obsolete and restric-
tive regulations. 

In recent years there has been intensive research, not 
only in connection with the development of new ma-
terials for building, but also in respect to the physical 
properties of old, well-tried materials. The growing use 
of the former has forced the re-study of the latter to 
avoid complete replacement. Then, too, improvements 
calling for recognition have been made in methods of 
construction better planning has been more or less 
tarded because of restricted requirements; greater dif-
ferentiation in specific provisions seems desirable for 
varying conditions of occupancy. The chances are that 
any building regulations more than five or six years old 
make no provision for these developments. 

The requirements as published are generally in the 
nature of a specification. If adhered to, they leave no 
way open for a different, even if a perfectly safe, way 
of accomplishing the desired result. In a recent case 
a saving of £2,000 could have been made in a city build-
ing by a modification of the plumbing regulations to 
permit of work being done in the same manner as has 
been found satisfactory in other parts of the world. 

When the regulations fail to provide for a given 
condition it means often the prohibition of the proposi-
tion. For instance, gypsum, a local product, is recog-
nised as being an efficient and inexpensive fireproofing 
material, but it is not permitted here although the Fire 
Brigade authorities are quite satisfied as to its effective-
ness. 

With all the requirements specific in their nature 
practically fixing the details of planning and construc-
tion, little freedom and no incentive are left to the 
designer to improve on the standards that are the result 
of the fixed requirements. 

It is not contended that all the provisions of a set of 
building regulations can be general in character, but 
restraint should be as limited as is possible, consistent 
with the protection necessary for the public. 

The Lord Mayor recently made the statement 
that the people who follow us in a hundred years 
will thank our City Fathers for their long-sightedness 
in the restrictions that they have placed on building in 
this city. Unfortunately, past records do not show that 
the greatness or beauty of a city have been due to 
restriction, the contrary is rather the case. 

The cities to which we look as being those in which 
foresight has been exercised by its earlier citizens, are 
splendid because of the far-sighted plans for their 
development, but not because of the restriction placed 
upon their construction. Chicago is an excellent example 
of the former, while on the other hand we deplore to 
this day the failure to put into being Wren's great 
development scheme for London. 

We must be prepared to keep abreast of the times, 
allowing progress to take its natural course, unrestricted 
by out-of-date conservatism, thereby assisting the con-
struction of buildings which are at once a pride to the 
city and allow a reasonable return for the enterprise and 
risk of the investors. 

Progress and change are evidences of civilisation and 
Architecture must change if we are civilised, thus to 
place restriction on buildings for all time is to impose 
ourselves on the future. It denies posterity the right 
to express itself in its own buildings in its own way. It 
fails to take cognisance of the speed of modern 
civilisation. 

Possible Improvements 
Having outlined some of the disabilities under which 

the industry is at present carrying on and which are not 
entirely due to the economic position of the country it 
is for us to attempt to rectify them. 

It may be taken as a postulate that in order to pro-
vide employment for all the various sections involved, 
it must be reasonably profitable to build whether the 
owner be a private citizen or the Government. 

What can be done to improve matters ? 

In the first place it would seem that the lack of cohe-
sion in the component parts of the industry is one of 
its greatest disadvantages. Through this its future pros-
perity is at stake. Capital, that ever elusive commodity, 
our first requirement, is limited, therefore, it is well to 
remember that as soon as normal conditions return it 
will undoubtedly gravitate towards those trades and 
professions which are best organised to make use of it. 

Are we prepared for it? 

Building Conference 

It is a matter for consideration: and since the Archi-
tectural profession may be termed the advance guard 
of the building industry, it has occurred to me that this 
Institute should take a lead in the matter, that it should 
call a Conference of all sections of the Building Industry 
to consider the position. 

I believe that such a gathering would, through the 
interchange of ideas, prove to be of value. The several 
matters which I have discussed might be given con-
sideration, although, no doubt, there are other things 
which could with advantage be also undertaken by such 
a conference. 

Building Code 

The building regulations could perhaps be one of 
the first matters to be gone into. In the past years of 
prosperity, the extent due to the overlapping of the 
regulations administered by the various public bodies 
has been passed over. The conditions are different now 
and this Institute has recently appointed a special corn- 
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mittee to confer with the various bodies and institutions 
concerned in order to ascertain the possibility and desir-
ability of the formation and adoption of a Building 
Code, which would bring within its orbit all the regu-
lations appertaining to building which are now admin-
istered by many and various authorities. 

I feel sure that the authorities concerned when they 
understand the purpose and the value of this idea will 
be likely to acquiesce in the proposals. 

Our Profession's Concern in Public Affairs 

In the past it has not been the practice for Institu-
tions such as our own to enter into the realm of 
politics. 

The time has come, however, when it is impossible 
for any public organisation to remain unaffected and 
uninterested in the events of the day. Alone we cannot 
effect changes, but in conjunction with other organisa-
tions which are a part of that which is possibly the 
greatest single industry in the Commonwealth, we could 
if we would, bring powerful influence to bear along any 
line of action which appeared to be desirable. 

For the time being at any rate, the existing form of 
Government has failed. What is to replace it? That 
the citizens of Australia are ready for a lead is obvious 
by the enthusiasm demonstrated at the various attempts 
which have been made to organise a "citizens' move-
ment." A simple and definite objective is what is 
needed. 

A little real patriotism is wanted in place of the 
cheap abuse in the form of electioneering propaganda, 
which is being hurled at each other by the existing rival 
parties in the Houses. 

Too long have we been tied down to the hide-bound 
policies of a passing generation suited to the reign of 
Queen Victoria, but out of step with modern conditions. 
We need a group of young energetic men cov-
ering the best brains in the country and drawn from 
every stratum of society which is prepared to act on 
lines dictated by commonsense, not bound by conser-
vative ideas, but prepared to consider the advice of 
experts who can be unbiased in their judgment. 

For years the several political groups which have been 
alternatively in power, have loaded us with a most 
appalling weight of bureaucratic control, competing 
with and at the expense of, the private citizen, and it 
is this state of affairs which has been largely responsible 
for the parlous condition in which we find ourselves 
to-day. On every hand, we feel the crushing load of 
Government expenditure due to its widespread and un-
economical activities and every shade of opinion has 
admitted in some way or other that it cannot be allowed 
to continue. But none are brave enough to act. 

Private Enterprise 

For years this Institute has from its somewhat de-
tached position advocated the policy of Private Enter- 

prise. Why could this not be made a national affair— 
the policy of a Party. President Hoover only 
a day or two ago made the statement that—"I am firmly 
opposed to the Governments entering into any business, 
the purpose of which is competition with our citizens. 
It would be a negation of the ideals on which our 
civilisation is based. I hesitate to contemplate the future 
of our Institutions, our Governments, and our country 
if the pre-occupation of its officials is to be no longer 
the promotion of justice and equal opportunity, but is 
to be devoted to bartering in markets. That is not 
liberalism. It is degeneration." 

If this is the opinion of the first citizen of the country 
which above all others has tended to approve of the 
greatest of amalgamations amongst which may be in-
cluded its huge building schemes, it must at least set 
us furiously to think. 

Government control of business has proved a failure 
due to the stifling of enterprise. Certain features it must 
control, but why the Railways, the Tramways, the Tele-
phone and Telegraphic systems, the supply of power 
and light and what is of more direct interest to us, the 
erection of Public Buildings ? 

All these services are handled more efficiently and 
run at a profit in other countries but here they are with 
one or two exceptions, a mill-stone round our necks. 

Business is not the function of Government. A 
Government is set up to administer the affairs of State; 
to regulate the affairs of the Nation as a whole for the 
good of the whole. 

Is the Government justified in conducting an Archi-
tectural Office in competition with private citizens who 
have invested money in maintaining offices throughout 
the country ? 

Apart altogether from the Federal Government and 
other building authorities the State Public Works De-
partment has carried on an 'immense constructional pro-
gramme over the last few years. 

Is it not reasonable then to ask whether a consider-
able portion of this work could not be better undertaken 
by the private practitioner, the man who pays the taxes, 
particularly as it could be more quickly, efficiently and 
economically handled in this way ? 

Existing Possibilities 

'With the possible return of sane political control, it 
is fairly safe to predict a general resumption of building 
operations for there are at the moment amongst our 
own members new projects which might reasonably be 
expected to be put in hand, which are estimated to cost 
more than £3,500,000. 

For the benefit of the community generally, and our-
selves particularly, I think we as an Institute, should, 
however, do what we are able to help the position of 
the moment, by drawing attention to the possibilities 
due to the prevailing low prices, and the availability of 
efficient labour. 
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Tt is an odd fact of human nature, that when a price 
is high, we think that it is going to be higher, and 
when it is low, we think it is going to be lower. Of 
course the reverse is the truth. 

There are many poorly planned, inefficient and obso-
lete buildings which would well repay the expense of 
alterations put in hand at once, the carrying out of which 
owing to the large extent to which direct labour enters 
into the average building project, could be a big factor 
in correcting the unemployment situation. 

It may also be well to remember the opportunity pre-
sented for preliminary economic investigations for 
future works being made now, for as Morgan said the 
foundations for great success are laid in the off years." 

The soundness of real property investment is never 
more clearly demonstrated than in a time of inflation, 
for while it is true that buildings may deteriorate in 
value they do not melt away in a single night after the 
manner of shares in joint stock companies which may  

perhaps become bankrupt as the result of matters en-
tirely outside their control. 

Conclusion 
In conclusion, I have no exaggerated ideas regarding 

what can be done during the term of Presidential Office. 

The matters on which I have touched are, I believe, 
not only of domestic interest, but are, in several cases, 
of national importance at the present time. 

I do not believe for one moment that all or any of 
the various ideas which I have placed before you can 
be successfully put into operation at once. 

If by the end of this year one or two of them can 
be established on a firm basis for future effort I must 
feel satisfied. I will need your help to effect this. 

I remember at this stage having heard a story of a 
judge who said to a barrister who was rather long-
winded—"Mr. Blank, you exhaust time and encroach 
on Eternity." I cannot better express my gratitude to 
you for your patient hearing than by sitting down. 

Board of Architectural Education 

There was a meeting of the Board held on 13th 
March last, at which Mr. Alec. S. Eggleston (F.) was 
elected Chairman. 

Mr. L. F. Irwin (F.), convenor of the Board of 
Moderators of the R.A.I.A., reported that at a meeting 
of the Board, attention was given to the compiling of 
details concerning standards and a syllabus of 
examination. 

A conference, organised by the Education Department 
of Victoria, had, it was reported, appointed a sub-com-
mittee comprising representatives of the R.V.I.A., the 
Education Department, the University of Melbourne and 
the technical schools in order to arrange for the drafting 
of a syllabus for the re-organising of technical schools 
which should be recognised as "accredited schools" in 
association with the examinations. 

Congratulations are extended to Mr. Brian B. Lewis, 
who recently gained the first award in the "Victory 
Competition" of the R.I.B.A. for the year 1930. 

Examinations 

The powers of the R.V.I.A. regarding examinations, 
having been delegated to the Royal Australian Institute 
of Architects, a register of the persons so affected is 
being prepared in order to ensure full recognition by 
the R.A.I.A. of undertakings granted by the R.V.I.A. 

It would therefore be appreciated if you will accord-
ingly notify the students in Architecture under your 
direction, with the request that any persons so affected 
by the transfer of examination and education respon-
sibilities to the R.A.I.A. should communicate with the 
undersigned as soon as possible and not later than 31st 
instant to ensure the registration of their approved 
claims for recognition with the Royal Australian Insti-
tute of Architects. 

An intimation to this effect is being forwarded to 
all the bodies that are concerned. 
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The Value of Architectural Service 

THE principal problem that faces the Architectural 
profession to-day, is the important task of educat-
ing the general public to a higher appreciation of 

an Architect's service. 
No person who possesses the sense of vision can avoid 

seeing buildings, and that being the case, the observer 
has a right to expect that his eyes should not be offended 
by the sight of ugly buildings. Our municipalities have 
restrictions which safeguard the stability of structures; 
the hygienic side of them is governed by other laws; 
economy to a marked degree rules the extent and the 
purposes for which they are erected, yet there is, unfor-
tunately, no restriction placed upon their appearance. 

The education and training of our Architects as a 
class, has equipped them with sufficient knowledge to 
enable them to exercise a strong influence upon our 
aesthetic life and expression and the Architect can do 
more to safeguard this element of building. His peculiar 
training enables him to design and erect attractive build-
ings which may possess manifold advantages over what 
may possibly be less pleasing neighbours. 

A well designed building which has an appearance 
that satisfies the eye, is a more valuable property and a 
better and more economical investment than one which 
is not a good example of design. No owner, however 
gifted, no builder, however skilful, can achieve such 
results as may be obtained under the guidance of a 
trained Architect. 

Thousands of pounds worth of labour and materials 
are spent annually upon the erection of buildings which, 
when completed, represent nothing more—and fre-
quently much less—than the amounts expended. All 
evidence of proper planning or of attractive designing 
is lacking; those essential features which tend to en-
hance the utility and commercial value of completed 
buildings are sacrificed upon the altar of false economy 
in consequence of the elimination of the services which 
an Architect is able to render. 

Improper Planning 

Following improper planning and faulty construction 
regardless of quality of material and construction costs, 
depreciation often begins early and continues at a rapid 
rate. Commercial value is based largely upon permanent 
desirability; a building that lacks attractiveness and fails 
to meet the demands of utility, cannot compare in value 
with one that possesses these features and though in 
some cases, physical depreciation may not be great, in-
ferior planning will often destroy the value of a building 
from a commercial standpoint. 

Inferior Construction 

A large percentage of present-day examples of build-
ing construction is distinctly inferior in quality and un-
sound in construction and many of these structures are 
subject to such rapid deterioration that it may be only Awarded the R.V.I.A. Street Architecture Medal, 1929 
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a few years before they will be practically valueless. 
This rapid depreciation must entail enormous loss upon 
the principal investment as well as requiring a heavy 
burden of expense for maintenance. A still further 
burden is added in consequence of the increased insur-
ance rates levied upon structures containing inferior 
materials and in which poor construction has been 
adopted and all these factors mean that higher rents 
must be demanded. 

Incompetent Builders 
Inexperienced and incompetent builders, the use of 

inferior grades of materials, poor workmanship, inade-
quate inspection and other undesirable factors, are too 
frequently associated with building operations, the fact 

PHOTO: 	 J. H. HARVEY 
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Awarded the R.V.I.A. Street Architecture Medal, 1930 

that these poorly built structures find buyers being the 
result of the lack of knowledge on the part of the 
general public, the members of which are unaware of 
the requirements of good construction, and unfortunately 
such purchasers are usually just those who can least 
afford to be victimised. 

Functions of the Architect 
It is startling to find that so large a proportion of 

even well educated persons have the impression that 
the only function of the Architect is to draw plans. 
The great value of his service is that of economic plan-
ning,' making use of every inch of usable space means 
a great deal at this time of high building costs, this 
being the most important part of the Architect's ser-
vices towards which his fundamental training has been 
directed ; he must have a knowledge of forms which 
both serve and please and must, in addition, possess a 
sufficient acquaintance with materials to enable him to  

ensure that these forms will be stable and lasting and 
he must have a broad sympathy with the purpose of the 
owner. With these artistic qualities as an Architect, he 
must also combine, if he is to meet with success in the 
practice of his profession, a clear and practical under-
standing of the men who actually execute the work on 
a building so that the cost of construction and the 
general operation may not outrun values. 

Necessity for Business Ability 
The owner should expect from his Architect a coln-

petent management of business affairs, regardless of the 
size of the project, for a small loss to the owner of a 
small building may be just as grievous as a large loss to 
the owner of a large one. Good management is vital for 
though the building may have been skilfully designed 
and the specification wisely drawn up, the swift and 
proper execution of the work depends, in no small 
degree, upon the Architect's ability as an administrator. 
His expert management of innumerable details conduces 
not merely to the obtaining of the utmost value for the 
owner's money, but leads to the avoidance of those mis-
understandings between owner, Architect and contrac-
tor, which might otherwise—and do sometimes—arise. 

Client should take the Architect into his 
Confidence 

In conclusion, let me advise any person who has 
finally selected an Architect, to take him—the Architect 
—into his confidence and to be entirely frank with him 
regarding his financial resources ; to accept his advice 
and to hold him responsible for results. In this way 
he will make a real friend of the Architect who will 
give him the best service that he is capable of. After 
conferences with the client and having made a thorough 
study of his needs, the Architect will prepare sketches 
of plan and elevation, revising and altering these if 
necessary in conference with the client, in order to 
meet the requirements of the case respecting arrange-
ment and the available funds; the preparation of work-
ing drawings, the detailing of construction and the 
specification of materials and workmanship will follow 
and after that the securing of tenders will be given 
attention and next, the awarding of the contract and 
the supervision of the work to ensure that the successful 
contractor not only executes his work properly, but that 
the specification is carried out honestly with regard to 
the use of materials and methods of construction. 

Once the commercial value of an Architect's services 
comes to be fully appreciated, his fees will be no longer 
looked upon as a luxury and with the building work of 
the State in the hands of enthusiastic clients, competent 
builders and capable Architects, the whole atmosphere 
would become one of efficiency. 

—T.J.B. 
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Items of Interest 

Commercial Training for the Architect 
In the course of his presidential address, Mr. Irwin 

touched on the growing need for the young architect 
to be given a certain amount of training in the com-
mercial side of the practice of architecture. Speaking 
later in the evening, Professor Payne issued a word of 
warning regarding the introduction of commercial sub-
jects into an architect's University training. He felt that 
they did not belong to a University course. He felt 
that this particular training should be gained by the 
students in the architect's office during the course of 
their Articles but not at the University. 

'With regard to this, it is interesting to note that at 
the recent International Congress of Architects which 
was held at Budapest and at which 26 nations were 
represented by official delegates, one of the subjects cov-
ered was the necessity for a reform of architectural 
education to meet existing conditions of practice. It 
was decided in view of these existing conditions of 
world economics and of the radical alterations of indus-
trial conditions resulting from the Great War, that the 
Congress was of opinion that . instruction in financial, 
economic and industrial problems should occupy a more 
important place in the education of the architect than 
was previously the case. The Congress considered that 
the acquisition of knowledge regarding these subjects 
should be no longer relegated to what could be acquired 
in private practice after the course of architectural train-
ing, but that, together with instruction in theory, it 
should be included in the curriculum. To achieve this 
the Congress formulated the following recommendations 

Without altering the artistic education of the Archi-
tect, instruction in the design and construction of 
buildings should be so given that the schemes are 
in accordance with actual practice, and should also 
be worked out and judged from an economic point 
of view. 

(2) As architectural realities are based on a thorough 
knowledge of building construction a greater im- 
portance should be given to this subject, and it 
should be included in the curriculum from the first 
years of training. 

Practical instruction should be studied simul- 
taneously with the theory of construction, and it is 
necessary that students should be made familiar 
with materials. This applies more particularly in 
the case of new materials, which should be studied 
in laboratories and testing stations in the presence 
of students. 

(4) This Congress recommends that it should be pre-
scribed that a compulsory period be spent in part 
on a building in course of erection, and in part in 

an architect's office, before the student is awarded 
the diploma of "architect." 

We find in America that this growing need among 
architects for information on matters of business and 
finance has led to the establishment of new courses to 
be opened at Columbia University. One of these courses 
will deal with the architect's relation to the promotion 
of income-producing buildings. Procedure in dealing 
with the real estate promotor, banker, builder and owner 
will be included. Basic financial structure of the modern 
building operation and problems of financing and pro-
motion of various types of buildings will also be dealt 
with. 

The Architect and Government Work 

Mr. P. A. Oakley, in seconding the vote of thanks 
to the President (Mr. L. F. Irwin) , which had been 
proposed by Mr. Herbert Brookes, spoke of several of 
the matters dealt with in the President's address, par-
ticularly in relation to the President's remarks regarding 
the question of allowing private enterprise full scope. 
He felt that the matter was one of serious concern to 
the architectural profession. Mr. Oakley's firm has 
recently had the opportunity of carrying out some work 
for our State Government, and it is his wish that the 
successful completion of this work might create some 
favourable impression upon that Government. It can 
unhesitatingly be said that the profession in this City 
can handle the great majority of the Government works 
of the State more economically and just as efficiently, 
and certainly more cheaply, and he expressed the hope 
that during his presidential office, Mr. Irwin would 
further some scheme that might assist in this change. 

Members have probably followed with considerable 
interest the effort that American architects have made 
to secure the greater part of new construction work car-
ried out in U.S.A. with Government money. At no 
time has the Government in the United States handled 
anything like the wide variety of work that is under-
taken by our own State Government architects, notably 
school building work—this has always been handled by 
the private architect in America. 

Reports from current architectural magazines would 
seem to indicate that the U.S.A. Government has been 
impressed with the case presented by the architects and 
the great relief the profession is at present receiving in 
America, comes almost entirely from Government build-
ing projects that are being put in hand to assist to 
relieve unemployment. 

It is to be hoped that members will interest them-
selves in this matter, and forward any suggestion that 
might strengthen our case. 

(1) 

(3)  
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Tall Buildings for Melbourne 

In proposing a vote of thanks to the President for 
his excellent address, Mr. Herbert Brookes, late High 
Commissioner for Australia in America, endorsed many 
of the President's remarks, especially those relating to 
restrictions placed on building construction in Australia. 
In America, the attitude of the people is such that they 
are anticipating through the architectural and engineer-
ing profession that a revolution is going to take place 
in the construction of buildings. If they are right, it 
does seem to be only natural that unnecessary restric-
tions should be removed. 

Speaking of his experience in America, Mr. Brookes 
said the development of architecture in that country has 
been a modern epoch, and America had made marvel-
lous contributions to the progress of the domestic and 
commercial art. Progression seems to be the very spirit 
which animates them in everything. 

Quoting the great historian, Beard, who collected the 
opinions of leaders of the engineering and architectural 
professions on the subjects associated with their indus-
tries in regard to their outlook towards civilisation, these 
leading architects point out that the tall skyscraper is 
coming into its own and is going to alter the face of 
modern urban civilisation. 

In discussing tall structures, we must keep in mind 
the fundamental reasons for their future development. 
The changes in living conditions which they have actually 
brought about (and from these come the trend which 
they will take), render it not difficult to show them to 
be a future necessity. Not monstrous as critics would 
have them, but as pleasing in their possibilities and 
appearance as was the case under old urban and village 
life. The tall building is much more than a means of 
releasing more land ; it is much more than a conglom-
erate structure of steel and concrete with miles of pipes 
and a system of transportation all its own—it expresses 
the desire of people to live in communities, the tendency 
heretofore has been for the city to spread horizontally 
over immense areas making social intercourse and trade 
conveniences very difficult except for very limited com-
munities. Tall buildings permit of closer aggregation 
and are centres of unity to the city. In fact, they become 
minor vertical cities within the horizontal major ones, 
and they should be considered from the viewpoint of 
a city and not of that of a building. These men 
point out that the tall building is only in the 
infancy of its development and if your regulations are 
such that tall buildings are restricted in their height and 
overmuch so, it is just questionable whether the main- 
tenance of the existing view is not going to interfere 
with the development of future civilisation as compared 
with what is happening in other countries. 

Effect of High Tariffs 

There has been little doubt in the mind of the aver-
age architect that the steady increase in tariffs has had 
a decided effect on building construction. These tariff 
increases are generally associated with statements cover-
ing the great increase in employment that will follow 
the shutting out of imported materials. Experience does 
not seem to bear this out. Many building owners do 
not care to be forced to use materials that, in their 
opinion, do not compare favourably with the imported 
article and the cost of which appears to be out of pro-
portion to their value. 

Mr. Herbert Brookes, speaking before the Institute, 
rather supported this view in quoting his own experi- 
ence as a member of one of the Tariff Board appointed 
to investigate the timber industry in 1925. This board 
spent about six months touring all the States and in- 
specting all the forests and all the timber mills in the 
States, followed by long investigations in all the capital 
cities, calling before the Board everybody associated with 
the industry and receiving the evidence of these people 
on oath. As a result of that investigation by what are 
called "experts," he said, "we three, who had been 
appointed to that job of investigating industries, recom-
mended that no alterations be made—that the duties 
were high enough. From this, two or three months later, 
after our report had gone into the Minister—not a 
Labour Minister, but a Nationalist Minister—the late 
Mr. Pratten, instructed us to re-open the question under 
pressure from a few members of the House who hap-
pened to have timber mills in their districts. We had 
spent six months of our time on this job and had forced 
the industry to bear the expense of several thousands of 
pounds in coming to give evidence before us. We re-
fused to open the question and told the Government 
that if they forced us, we would resign. We said we 
were prepared to receive communications from people 
and would consider their statements to discover if their 
notes led to new evidence and if in the course of events, 
we should discover new evidence, at a satisfactory time 
we would re-open the question. Well, that didn't take 
place until nearly a year afterwards, when we did re-
open the question. We spent several months again, 
and we made our recommendations for practically little 
or no alteration. Now, you will think I am dwelling 
on this, but it illustrates other points which the President 
made. It should be obvious that if a Board, which has 
been selected by the Cabinet for its apparent intelligence, 
its honesty and its capability to investigate and report to 
Parliament, does report and make recommendations, 
these politicians who have no time to go into these 
things should at least listen to the particular people who 
had been on the job for months; but all that work 
we had put in for all those months, went for nothing! 
Our reports were thrown into the wastepaper basket, 
and the House took the matter into its own hands and 
increased the duty  from as far as I recollect 
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it is some time back now—a range of 15% 
to 80% to about 170% ad valorem. We said 
that any increase would be most injurious to the build-
ing industry and so it has proved. Since then, they 
have made further increases. They have heaped Pelion 
upon Ossa. They were told this time, I understand, 
that if the duty were increased still further 20 or 30 
thousand men would be employed and it was only the 
other day that the Minister said "Where are these people 
—they are not employed ?" This is only one illustration 
of what has been happening in this country. In addition 
to the strike which the President referred to, there is 
also the general lack of efficiency in the speed of con-
struction. You have only to observe the speed with 
which buildings are erected in America, to find confir-
mation of what the President said." 

(The Royal Australian Institute of Architects has 
given considerable attention to the subject of High 

Tariffs and has made representations to the Common-
wealth Government accordingly.—Ed.) 

Letters to Members Respecting 

General Meetings 

The "House Committee" of the Institute is issuing 
a letter to members urging them to attend the general 
meetings regularly, and pointing out the desirability of 
individual members taking an even greater interest than 
at present, in the Institute's affairs. During the term 
of office of Mr. T. J. Buchan (ex-President) a great 
improvement in the attendance was noted, and it is 
hoped that, now that members as a whole are experi-
encing a less strenuous time, the attendance at meetings 
will still further improve. 

Obituary 
We regret to announce the death of Mr. Denis V. 

Healey (F.) , which occurred recently. Mr. Healey, 
who served articles with Messrs. Reed, Smart & Tappin, 
completed his term in 1895 and commenced practice 
in Sydney in 1898. He practised in Melbourne in 1908 
and was, for some time, an assistant in the Public Works 
Dept. of Victoria. Whilst in practice in Melbourne he 
designed and carried out Mont St. Evins Hospital on 
the Eastern Hill, the Nurses' Home and Druids' Wing 
at St. Vincent's Hospital, Eastern Hill, the Church of 
the Sacred Heart, Cotham Road, Kew, and other works. 

Annual Conference of British 
Architects 

The Annual Conference of British Architects will be 
held in Dublin from 17th June next to 20th June. The 
Council has asked Mr. A. R. Butler to represent the 
R.V.I.A. at the conference. 

Notes from Minutes of the Council 
On the eve of the marriage of the Secretary (Mr. 

Islip) the Council presented him, on behalf of the Insti-
tute, with a silver tea service as a wedding gift. 

The jurors for the Street Architecture Medal Com-
petition for the year 1931 are Messrs. L. F. Irwin (F.) , 

A. J. Wood (Acting Chief Architect of Public Works), 
L. Bernard Hall (Director of the National Gallery), 
W. R. Dean (Art Inspector, Education Dept., Victoria), 
W. A. M. Blackett (F.) , Geo. R. King (F.) , A. R. 
La Gerche (F.), C. E. Serpell (F.), and W. O. 
McCutcheon (A.) . 

The Library 
Members are advised that the Institute Library is open 

from 12 o'clock noon to 2 o'clock p.m. daily. At all 
other times members and students may have access to it 
upon application to the Secretary (Mr. J. B. Islip) . 

The Architectural section holds many books and 
periodicals which are of great value and members and 
students are urged to avail themselves of the opportun-
ity afforded them of using the library for both reading 
and borrowing. 

There has been a large increase in the number of 
borrowers at the library, due perhaps to so many 
students being out of employment, and it is suggested 
to students that whilst they are unemployed, they should 
utilise their spare time to advantage, by making them-
selves acquainted with the valuable works which our 
library contains and by studying them. 

Among the publications received since the last issue 
are the Report for 1930 of the "Scapa Society for Pre-
vention of Disfigurement in Town and Country" and 
the Prospectus of the Liverpool School of Architecture 
for 1931-32. 
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A Proposal for a Building Congress 

MEMBERS will be interested to know that at the 
last meeting of your Council, some further dis-
cussion took place regarding the suggestion put 

forward by Mr. Irwin in his presidential address that 
steps should be taken to give effect to the formation 
of a Building Congress. The Secretary reported that a 
number of outside interests had already expressed the 
hope that the Institute would take up this matter and 
had indicated their willingness to assist in the work. 

The Regulations Committee is at present obtaining 
the views of men associated with the different branches 
of the industry to ascertain their views on the matter 
and the information obtained will be tabulated and 
placed before the next meeting of your Council. 

Broadly, the idea of the President is to take advan-
tage of the present depression and see what can be done 
to promote an organisation consisting of the related 
interests composing the building industry, with the 
object of raising the industry to a higher plane and 
giving it a voice that can speak and that can be heard 
in the interests of the public and of the industry itself. 
This constructive movement should bring about condi-
tions that will permanently make for progress and better 
times for all. 

'We all appreciate the fact that the interests of the 
architect, the builder and the merchant are to a very 
large extent identical, inasmuch as we all serve the 
client who makes possible the erection of our buildings. 
It would, therefore, seem desirable that we should 
develop a closer relationship than has existed in the 
past. 

We all know that many of our present methods have 
failed badly. To take one instance, we have the almost 
universal custom of publicly inviting tenders for all 
classes of building work, and in the selection of the 
Contractor, price unfortunately, is the only factor the 
client is prepared to consider. Little regard is given 
to the skill, integrity and responsibility of the Building 
Contractor. This condition chiefly accounts for the 

large number of irresponsible contractors that at present 
burden the industry, with its consequent high percentage 
of failures. 

Every insolvency of a Building Contractor adds one 
more burden to the industry and increases the bad debts 
the merchant must absorb in his costs, and which the 
general public (our client) eventually pays for. 

As the architect is the principal source of business 
to the industry, it is only right that he should initiate 
the task of correcting many of the evils that exist to-day. 

There are in Melbourne, many organisations associ-
ated with the Building Trade, each doing good work in 
its own sphere, but what is wanted is to take these 
elements that are now working independently of each 
other and to co-ordinate them in the fundamentals com-
mon to all. 

This idea of a Building Congress is not new. In 
many of the American States wonderful benefits to the 
industry has been achieved as a whole, through their 
creation. So impressed has been the American Institute 
of Architects with the work of these Building Con-
gresses that the President of the A.I.A. recently ad-
dressed a letter to the various Chapter Presidents urging 
the creation of these organisations to bring about this 
closer co-operation with a view to creating a happier 
and more efficient building industry. 

To quote the words of Mr. Robert D. Kohn, Presi-
dent of the A.I.A.—he says: "That what appears to him 
to be even more certain is, that within the building 
industry of this country, there are elements which are 
moving towards a realisation of their responsibilities to 
the public and towards a definition and perfection of 
their fundamental relations to the industry as a whole. 
Our artistic progress can move along with certainty, 
only when it stands on a solid basis of right relation-
ship between the many essential elements that come 
into the processes of designing and constructing a 

building." 
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Annual Report 
Presented to the Annual Meeting of the Institute, 23rd February, 1931 

(Concluded from last issue) 

Standard Size of Correspondence Paper 

At the instigation of the R.V.I.A. Council, the Aus-
tralian Institute has now agreed to recognise a standard 
size for and classification of all professional papers and 
trade circulars. Members will be fully informed of the 
scheme in due course. It is now announced, however, 
that the size of papers should conform to the standard 
R.A.I.A. size, i.e., 11ín. x 8-1-in. Further particulars 
may be obtained upon application to the Secretary. 

Standards Association 

During the year, your Council maintained close com-
munication with the Standards Association of Australia 
in connection with proposals to standardize the manu-
facture of various articles of construction. The R.V.I.A. 
was represented by members on committees of the As-
sociation dealing with paints, galvanised sheet metal 
fittings, plywood panel sizes for doors, cement, fibrous 
plaster, and tiles. The Institute Council desires to take 
this opportunity of recording its appreciation of the 
excellent work which is being performed by the Associ-
ation in endeavouring to standardize production and so 
minimize costs of building materials. 

Committees 

It is particularly desired by the Council to express its 
grateful thanks to the many members who have acted so 
effectively on the numerous committees and sub-com-
mittees of the Institute during the past year. The per-
sonal interest which has been taken by members in their 
various committees has established a very effective feel-
ing of co-operation and efficiency. 

Advisory Board of Architectural Design 

Subsequent to the establishment by the Institute of 
an advisory Board of Architectural Design, all muni-
cipal councils and public bodies in the metropolitan 
area were written to informing them of the appointment 
of the Board and that its services would gladly be made 
available in a gratuitous capacity upon request. 

While the institute emphasised its opinion that in-
dividuality in architectural design should not be re-
stricted by arbitrary regulation, the bodies concerned 
were informed that the Board would gladly act in an 
advisory capacity regarding matters relating to Archi-
tecture or town planning. The results of the estab-
lishment of the Board have been disappointing, the only 
definite occasion upon which its honorary services were 
requested having been in the case of the Camberwell 
City Council, when upon request, it perused and reported 
regarding the provisions of a draft building regulation  

to control the erection of garages. It is proposed, how-
ever, to again invite the attention of public authorities 
to the services offered, and it is hoped that the activities 
of the Board will be considerably enlarged. 

William Campbell Memorial 
To perpetuate the memory of the late Mr. William 

M. Campbell, and of his services as Honorary Secretary 
of the Institute for many years, the Council, after having 
given the matter some consideration decided to entitle 
the Institute's Annual Sketching Competition "The 
William M. Campbell Sketching Competition" a bronze 
medallion, with Mr. Campbell's portrait in relief struck 
thereon, to be awarded each year to the successful 
student. It was also decided to place a suitable plaque 
in the rooms of the Institute. So that all may share 
in thus honouring the memory of Mr. Campbell, meni 
bers and students were invited to subscribe to a fund 
to give effect to the memorial scheme as indicated. 
Several donations have been received and it is proposed 
to place the work in hand at an early date. 

Conditions of Contract 
Subsequent to the handing over by the R.V.I.A. to 

the Australian Institute of the control of conditions of 
contract, the R.A.I.A. has now adopted a set of con-
ditions containing certain revisions which have been 
agreed to by representatives of the Institutes of Archi-
tects and Builders' Associations of all States. The new 
conditions of contract have now been printed and copies 
can be obtained upon application to the Secretary. 

Architecture Room at the National Gallery 
During the year, the Institute Council again ap-

proached the Trustees of the National Gallery to urge 
the creation of a special Architecture room at the Gallery 
for the display of Architectural books and drawings. 
The matter is still receiving attention and it is hoped 
that the Trustees will acquiesce in the request. 

Dominion Students in London 
Following the establishment of "London House," 

London, for the purpose of providing a central abode 
for medical students from overseas in London, the Insti-
tute Council instigated representations to the sponsors 
of the project as a result of which provision has now 
been made for Architectural students from the Domin-
ions to participate in the scheme. Further particulars 
may be obtained upon application to the Secretary. 

Professional Practice 
The Institute Council during the session conferred 

with the Institution of Engineers, Australia, concerning a 
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proposal that a joint Committee on Ethics should be 
created by the Allied Societies. The scheme was sub-
sequently adopted with a view to facilitating the clari-
fication of any matters in dispute between members of 
the various technical professions. 

Victorian Timbers 

The Institute Council has endeavoured in many direc-
tions to encourage the greater use of Australian timbers 
particularly the productions of the Victorian timber in-
dustry. Your Council participated in a conference which 
was convened by the Forests Department with a view 
to placing the industry in Victoria upon a firmer basis 
in regard to administration, production, etc., particular 
attention having been given to the better seasoning of 
hardwood timbers. The Council has offered to assist 
the Department further in this matter and it is hoped 
that much-needed improvements will arise out of the 
deliberations. 

fidently of opinion that the status and management of 
the examinations are at least equal in standard to those 
of the R.I.B.A. 

Housing—State Savings Bank 

In response to representations made by the Institute 
Council, the Commissioners of the State Savings Bank 
agreed during the year to accept the supervision and 
certificates of members of the Institute in respect to 
mortgage loans granted under Credit Foncier conditions, 
subject to the favourable recommendation of the Bank's 
Chief Architect. The Bank has undertaken in any cases 
in which the Chief Architect is not satisfied as to the 
qualifications, experience, or method of retention of 
any Architect, to confer with a special Committee of 
the Institute Council on the matter. 

Board of Architectural Education of the R.V.I.A. 
Board Meetings 

Fifteen meetings of the Board were held during the 
Session, as against six meetings during the previous 
year, the attendances being as follows:—Chairman (Mr. 
L. F. Irwin), 14; Mr. C. E. Serpell, 14; Mr. J. S. Gaw-
ler, 13; Mr. A. S. Eggleston, 11; Mr. W. S. P. Godfrey, 
10; Mr. M. W. Martin, 4; Mr. R. H. Alsop, 1; Mr. 
W. O. McCutcheon, 12; Mr. G. L. Cockrell, 9; Mr. 
R. B. Hamilton, 7. (Mr. Alsop was absent abroad for 
the greater part of the year.) 

R.V.I.A. Prizes and Studentships 

(a) Drawing and Designing (Silver Medal) Corn-
petition.—Eleven candidates took part in the prelimin-
ary "en loge" section of this competition for the year 
1930, five of that number submitting completed draw-
ings. The subject was "A Town Hall and Municipal 
Offices for a City of the Population and Prosperity of 
St. Kilda." The Silver Medal was not awarded, the 
Assessors being of opinion that none of the completed 
drawings was handled in a sufficiently able manner. 
Second prize was awarded to Mr. Keith Reid and third 
prize to Mr. D. B. Windebank. 

(b) Measured Drawings (Bronze Medal) Competi-
tion, 1930.—Nine candidates submitted drawings in this 
competition, the subject for which was "St. James' Old 
Cathedral, West Melbourne." The Bronze Medal was 
awarded to Mr. A. N. Baldwinson, the Assessors ex-
pressing eulogistic congratulations to the winner upon 
the excellence of the composition and the presentation 
of his drawings. Second prize was awarded to Mr. 
J. K. Robertson. Third prize was not awarded. 

(c) Sketching Competition.—Three sets of sketches 
were submitted in this competition, first prize being 
awarded to Mr. A. N. Baldwinson, whose brilliant work 
was specially commended by the judges. Second and 
third prizes were awarded to Messrs. W. R. Godfrey 
and D. C. Ward respectively. 

(d) Working Men's College.—The R.V.I.A. Archi-
tecture Prize for 1930 was awarded to Messrs. K. M. 
Thompson (first year), R. F. Howden (second year) 
and J. K. Robertson (third year) . The Building Con-
struction Prize has not yet been awarded. 

(e) Gordon Institute of Technology.-The awards 
of the R.V.I.A. Architecture and Building Construction 
Prizes, 1930, have not yet been announced. 

(f) University Atelier Scholarship.—This scholarship 
for the year 1930 was awarded to Mr. G. W. Mansell, 
a student member of the Institute. The Scholarship is 
awarded annually to the student judged most success-
ful in the first year at the Atelier and carries a value 
of £15/15/-, which, under the conditions of the award 
must be devoted to advancing the winner's architectural 
education at the University. 

(g) R.V.I.A. War Memorial Scholarship.—The Insti-
tute's Annual War Memorial Scholarship for the year 
1930 was awarded to Messrs. J. A. Cameron and N. E. 
Anderson jointly, who were also awarded the scholar-
ship for the previous year. The scholarship is valued 
at £60 per annum, and is eligible, firstly to architectural 
students whose education has suffered through the loss 
of a relative in the Great War; secondly, to returned 
soldiers and sons of returned soldiers and, thirdly, to 
students of architecture at the University, the scholar- 

R.V.I.A. Examinations 

Fifteen candidates were given permission to sit for 
the annual examination for Associateship of the Insti-
tute held in November-December, 1930, and three suc-
cessfully completed all subjects qualifying for admission 
to the Institute as Associates as against,one at the pre-
ceding annual examinations. Nine of the remaining 
candidates passed in three or more subjects and will 
therefore be exempt from taking those subjects at future 
examinations: 

The Board and its Committee of Examiners gave care-
ful attention to the upholding of the standard of the 
Institute's examinations and the Board is now con- 
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Technical Schools 

The Board has given close attention to the lack of 
organization in connection with the teaching of archi-
tecture in technical schools in Victoria. The existing 
position is that numerous technical schools in the metro-
politan area and provincial districts have established 
classes ostensibly for the teaching of Architecture, but 
in several such cases the facilities available are lament-
ably out of proportion to the standard set by the Insti-
tute and the Architects' Registration Board for the pro-
per education required _ of a qualified member of the 
profession. The Board, however, has been actively 
engaged in assisting the Education Department to raise 
the standard of Technical School Courses and to encour-
age such technical schools as are selected to impart 
instruction in architecture to employ approved instruc-
tors of a standard laid down by the Board. The Educa-
tion Department is at present considering a proposal 
to confine such instruction to certain specified Technical 
Schools in the metropolitan area and in the provinces, 
no other Technical School to be permitted to establish 
such classes. The scheme, when effected, will be of 
immense benefit to Technical School students and in-
cidentally to the profession. It is proposed that such 
classes will be recognised by the Institute, the Registra-
tion Board and the University and that exemption will 
be given in specified subjects to graduates from these 
schools in the examinations of the Institute and the 
Registration Board, such exemptions, however, to be 
granted only to students possessing the School Leaving 
Certificate or its equivalent to be approved by the Board. 

R.I.B.A. Prizes and Studentships 

Facilities were again provided by the Board for mem-
bers and students of the Institute to take part in the 
annual student competitions conducted by the R.I.B.A. 

Only one student, however, availed himself of the 
opportunity, but, for the reason that he left the State 
during the competition, he was unable to complete his 
drawings. The Board is proud to record its hearty 
congratulations to Mr. Brian B. Lewis upon his winning 
the R.I.B.A. Victory Scholarship, 1930, during a visit to 
London. Mr. Lewis at the time of his leaving Victoria 
was a student member of the Institute and he passed 
the first year course of the Melbourne University Atelier. 
This achievement on the part of Mr. Lewis, following 
so closely upon that gained by Mr. A. C. Collins (A.) 
in winning the Tite Prize in 1929 is particularly pleas-
ing to the Board, exemplifying as it does the high stan-
dard of Architectural Education which has been attained 
in Victoria. The Board desires to stress the great value 
of students taking part in the British Institute's student 
competition, the experience thus made available being 
of great help to them. 

Primary Education 

It has been laid down by the Board that a definite 
primary standard is an essential qualification for students 
entering the profession, such primary standard having 
been defined as the School Leaving Certificate or its 
approved equivalent. Until the end of 1933, however, 
the Board has agreed to accept students for examination 
who possess the School Intermediate Certificate. 

During the session, the Board gave further detailed 
attention to the matter of defining a list of subjects con-
sidered the most desirable in the School Leaving Exam-
ination for students intending to undertake a course in 
architecture. After considerable research, a list of sub-
jects was adopted and has since been submitted to and 
adopted by the Council of Public Education of the 
Education Department of Victoria which expressed its 
unanimous agreement with the Board's recommendations 
in this direction. 

Practical Experience for Students 

Attention was given during the session to the posi-
tion regarding Articles of Pupilage and to statements 
submitted to the Board that students of architecture lack 
sufficient practical experience in their training. As a 
result, the Board has enacted the following regulations: 

(a) University Students.—That all students taking 
the University Course be required to serve at least two 
years' approved practical experience and that the two 
years' practical experience be taken subsequent to the 
completion of the student's first three years at the Uni-
versity, unless for any reason of hardship, exemption is 
sanctioned by the Board, and the student permitted to 
serve his practical experience prior to the completion 
of his first three years at the University. 

(b) Other Students.—in the case of students other 
than those attending the University they shall be required 
to produce evidence of four years' approved practical 
experience before they are permitted to submit them-
selves for election to the Institute, but the Board shall 

ship to be devoted to developing the student's education 
in Architecture. 

University of Melbourne 

The Board, during the year, gave much attention to 
the course in architecture conducted at the University 
and, as a result, several improvements have been ob-
tained in regard to the facilities for instruction, notably 
the appointment of an assistant lecturer, Mr. J. F. D. 
Scarborough having been selected for the position. The 
Board also was instrumental in obtaining several im-
provements in the curriculum of the University Course. 
Upon the recommendation of the Board, the Institute 
Council has approached the University authorities urg-
ing that a Faculty of Architecture be created at the 
University in place of the existing Board of Studies in 
Architecture under the Faculty of Engineering. The 
Institute is strongly of opinion that the immediate estab-
lishment of a Faculty is highly desirable in the interests 
of the profession and several cogent reasons have been 
submitted in support of the proposal. 
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have power to grant dispensation from these require-
ments in any case of hardship until December, 1934. 

The above requirements now supersede the previous 
regulations requiring students to produce Articles of 
Apprenticeship when submitting themselves for the 
Institute's examination, thus leaving the use of Articles 
or otherwise purely optional. 

Australian Institute 

The Royal Australian Institute of Architects, which 
was inaugurated in November last, has established an 
Australian Board of Architectural Education, the prim-
ary objects of which are to co-ordinate standards in 
regard to education and examinations throughout the 
Australian States. The principle has been laid down 
by the Australian Board that its work, so far as is 
practicably possible, will be delegated to and carried 
out by the State Institutes, subject to control of funda-
mental principles by the Australian Board. It is expected 
that such a procedure of administration will effect much 
good in ensuring uniformity regarding examinations for 
admittance to the Institutes of Architects in Australia 
and provided that the Australian Board is not permitted 
to assume too large proportions and powers, the scheme 
should be eminently successful. Although the R.V.I.A. 
has not as yet signified its agreement to hand over its 
education and examination rights to the Australian Insti-
tute, it is proposed to delegate such powers and the 

matter will be submitted for consideration at an early 
General Meeting of the R.V.I.A. (These powers have 
now been handed over to the R.A.I.A.—Ed.) 

Education Booklet 

A sub-committee of the Board has partially drafted 
a booklet in which it is proposed to enumerate in clear 
form the various regulations and requirements of the 
Institute, the Registration Board and the University in 
regard to Architectural Education, but the completion 
of the draft booklet has been deferred until the position 
regarding recognition of technical schools and the Aus-
tralian Institute has been clarified. The provision of 
such a booklet will be of great assistance and guidance 
to Architects, students, and other persons interested in 
Architectural education. Pending the completion of 
the more comprehensive publication, a pamphlet regard-
ing the requirements of the various authorities has been 
prepared by the Board and has been printed and dis-
tributed by the Vocational Guidance Branch of the 
Education Department. 

Conclusion 

In conclusion, the Council desires to congratulate 
members upon the satisfactory position of the Institute 
affairs which is very largely due to the state of esprit 
de corps existing. 

(Sgd.) JOHN B. ISLIP, Secretary. 

Centenary of the Royal Institute 
of British Architects 

The Royal Institute is approaching the hundredth 
year of its existence and in commemoration of the event 
centenary celebrations will be held in London when the 
new buildings of the Institute come to be opened. 

Winter Group of Lectures, 1931 
1. Wednesday, 27th May.-"The Making of Working 

Drawings which will save the Architect and 
Builder Time and Money." 

2. Wednesday, 24th June.—"Time Saving in the 
Office." 

3. Wednesday, 23rd July.—"The Financial Investiga-
tions Preliminary to Building." 

4. Wednesday, 26th August.—"Insurance. How Sav-
ings may be Effected."  

5. Wednesday, 23rd September.—"The Building 
Owner's Point of View." 

6. Monday, 26th October.—"The Lesson Architecture 
can Learn from the Present Situation." 

(The names of the lecturers will be announced in 
the "notice paper" which will be issued to Members 
prior to the meetings and prominent citizens will be 
invited to join in the discussions in the cases of such 
subjects as may be suitable.) 

Along the Bye-paths 
MR. A. C. COLLINS.—Mr. Arthur C. Collins (A.) 

writes stating that he was in London but expected to 
leave for Italy late in the summer, and intended to make 
Florence his headquarters. He hoped, later, to visit 
Rome, Naples, Venice and possibly Milan. Friends 
who desire to communicate with him may obtain his 
address on application to the Secretary (Mr. J. B. Islip) . 

MESSRS. SEABROOK AND MACKAY.—Mr. N. H. Sea-
brook is in the office of Sir John Burnett, and Mr. Keith 
Mackay appears to be doing well. 
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Architectural Congress at Budapest 

The President, 
The Royal Australian Institute of Architects, 
Collins Place, Melbourne, C.1. 

Dear Sir, 

IHAVE pleasure to report that on behalf of the Royal 
Australian Institute of Architects and the Royal Vic-
torian Institute, I attended the Annual Conference of 

the Royal Institute of British Architects and the allied 
societies which in June last was held in Norwich, and 
I also attended the Twelfth International Congress of 
Architects at Budapest, which sat from the 5th to the 
14th September, 1930. 

There was not much formality in the Conference at 
Norwich, which consisted of one of two meetings, tours 
of inspection of interesting buildings, ancient and 
modern, attention to local town planning and other mat-
ters of interest to Architects. There were excursions into 
the country and a banquet as a finale—and for the dur-
ation of the Conference the delegates were constantly 
thrown together in large or small parties which were 
taken round by members of local Architectural Society 
or archaeologists who acted as guides. The attendance 
numbered between two and three hundred and included 
some very well-known names. The President of the 
R.I.B.A., Sir Banister Fletcher, F.S.A., acted as 
Chairman. 

The Norfolk and Norwich Association of Architects, 
under the presidency of Mr. Stanley Wearing, took 
charge of the members and saw that they never had a 
dull moment. Some of the well-known families in the 
County entertained us and provided opportunities for 
visiting many of the fine old Norfolk houses and the 
Lord Mayor of Norwich gave a brilliant reception in 
the Castle. For a full description of the Conference I 
refer you to the R.I.B.A. Journal of the 12th July, 1930. 

The Twelfth International Congress at Budapest was 
a larger gathering, there being, I believe, over five 
hundred delegates representing over twenty different 
countries and each country had an official representative. 

Five subjects were discussed:- 

1. Architectural Education. 
2. Architectural Institutes and Associations. 
3. The Protection of the Artistic rights of the Archi-

tect internationally. 
4. The Role of the Architect in Industrial 

Construction. 
5. Architectural Acoustics. 
Australia was counted as a Country and consequently 

I was called upon to attend special functions with the 
official Representative of each country. Among these 
was an audience with His Highness, Admiral Horthy, 
Regent of Hungary, who had been in Australia and who 
takes a great interest in Architecture. The official Repre- 

sentatives also laid a wreath on the Hungarian Unknown 
Warrior's grave. 

The Exhibition of Modern Architecture from all parts 
of the world was one of the best that has yet been held. 
Each country shewed its most modern work. Much 
of this was exceedingly fine and much of it was crude 
or affected. One of the most attractive displays as a 
whole was the French, in which every individual exhibit 
was uniform in size and framing. Outstanding exhibits 
were those of Sweden, Holland and Czecho-Slovakia. 
The British exhibit was not well displayed and consisted 
of a heterogeneous collection of designs and photo-
graphs—excellent in most cases in themselves, but lack-
ing in any kind of uniformity in size, frames or style 
of hanging. Australia had not a single exhibit, which 
was a pity as great interest was taken in the work of 
the most distant country to be represented. In view of 
this I think it would be well to let members of the 
R.A.I.A. know that the next Congress will be held in 
Washington in 1933, and to appoint a Committee from 
each chapter to advise regarding the best work that is 
being carried out in the respective districts, and also to 
obtain drawings or photographs which could be of uni-
form size, and which should be submitted to a rigid 
selection committee which would select a very limited 
number to send. 

It would be difficult to imagine more generous hos-
pitality than that which was extended to the delegates 
by the Hungarian Government, the Municipality of 
Budapest, the Department of Works, the Artists' Club 
and all those with whom we came in contact. Banquets, 
at which over five hundred attended, were given by each 
of the abovementioned—a whole day steamer trip up 
the Danube to Estergom—the ancient seat of the Primate 
of Hungary—was given by Count Kuna and The Royal 
Opera gave a gala performance of a real Hungarian 
opera—a wonderful sight. 

The Principal of the School of Architecture, Professor 
Hultl, welcomed us in the Great Hall of the University. 
I may mention that the profession of Architecture has 
a very high standing in Budapest, and it was interesting 
to observe that the Professor and his associate entered 
the platform with an escort of two cavalry officers in 
the most picturesque uniforms, and with drawn sabres. 

An exhibition of the students' work was held, and 
after welcoming us Dr. Hultl showed us round. The 
standard was high and the work of each of the five 
years of the course was exhibited. It was interesting to 
see how far the student is taken into the other fine arts, 
as well as the high standards of the scientific and the 
constructive side. Modernism is encouraged. 

Several times during the Congress one wondered in 
what way a Congress of this kind benefits in any prac-
tical way the country one represents and it is difficult 
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to give any tangible answer to the question. I think 
the close association with one's colleagues of other 
nations that is inevitable on these occasions breaks down 
the barriers of reserve, and creates interest in the country 
and Architecture of one another and ensures that our 
own countrymen travelling abroad will be received with 
interest and welcomed and aided in every way. It in-
terested me to see representatives of countries which 
were hereditary enemies associating together like long 
lost brothers. 

I am not yet able to give you the conclusions arrived 
at in the subjects of the debates as so much of the  

talking was in languages I did not understand, but I 
expect translations to be forwarded to me later. 

It was suggested that Australia should have a seat 
on the International Committee and on the advice of 
Lt.-Col. H. P. Cart de Lafontaine I gave him the author-
ity to make the necessary application. 

It has given me great pleasure to attend both these 
Conferences as the representative of your Institutes and 
I should like to thank them through you for giving me 
opportunity of doing so. 

Yours faithfully, 
(Sgd.) Rodney H. Alsop (F.) . 

Standards Association 
Do we realise that a year that fails to produce a 

pounds, shilling and pence profit need not necessarily be 
an unprofitable one ? It may even be made a period 
productive  of exceptionally valuable and satisfying 
returns. 

Such profits will necessarily be of an indirect and 
even intangible nature, but if rightly appreciated and 
intelligently re-invested, they are sure in succeeding 
years to produce a direct and generous return. 

The large amount of available time we now have 
affords infinite opportunities for activities which have 
been absolutely prohibited during periods of good busi-
ness. Our catalogue filing system, that source of such 
valuable information to any architect during busy 
periods, can now be placed on a sound basis for there 
is available to architects the Standard Classification for 
Building Materials and Equipment recently published 
by the Standards Association of Australia. If we are  

to get full benefit from this classification, it is our duty 
to urge manufacturers to supply their literature on the 
standard size sheets with its correct classification 
number. 

Competition 
In connection with the competition for designs for 

new premises for the Royal Institute of British Archi-
tects in London, a very elaborate set of "Conditions" 
has been prepared. 

Although it is hardly expected that many designs 
will be submitted by Architects in Australia, it will be 
found extremely interesting to peruse the conditions 
which may be inspected on application to the Secretary 
of the R.V.I.A. (Mr. J. B. Islip). The designs are to 
reach the Secretary to the R.I.B.A. not later than 31st 
March, 1932. 

(Members of the R.I.B.A. will have been already 
supplied with copies of the conditions.) 
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The Display Floors 

THE exhibition of the drawings which were sub-
mitted in connection with the various R.V.I.A. 
Competitions, has attracted interest to the per-

manent exhibition of materials associated with building. 
Since April, three sets of designs have been shewn 

and those which were submitted in the R.V.I.A. Silver 
Medal Competition are to be exhibited shortly. 

Newspaper publicity has also been a factor in stimu-
lating interest and good attendances have been the 
result. 

Arrangements are now being made for the provision 
of regular displays of work which is being executed 
from the designs and to the specifications of Architects; 

the first of these will be opened about the third week 
in May and it will contain interesting examples of 
faience in various designs and colours for use in build-
ings in New South Wales and Victoria. 

A general improvement in the class of lines shewn 
by exhibitors is becoming noticeable, general lines being 
replaced by those of greater interest to Architects and 
to the public, and changes in displays are being regu-
larly made by a growing number of exhibitors. 

The Enquiry Department of the Display Floors is 
becoming a very useful service to Architects, who ap-
preciate the obtaining of information without waste of 
time and trouble. 

ARTICLES AND CORRESPONDENCE 

It is desired to point out that the opinions of writers 
of articles and letters which appear in the R.V.I.A. 
Journal must be taken as the individual opinions of 
their authors and not as representative expressions of 
the Institute. 
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Minutes of General Meeting of the Institute 
Held on Friday, April 22, 1931 

T HE Chair was occupied by Mr. Leighton F. Irwin, 
F.R.I.B.A. (President) . 

The attendance book was signed by 8 Fellows, 
7 Associates and several visitors, among whom were 
Messrs. Herbert Brookes (late High Commissioner for 
Australia in the U.S.A.), Prof. H. Payne, M.Inst.C.E., 
and Mr. B. M. Coutie (Chairman of the Victorian Divi-
sion of the Institution of Engineers, Australia) . 

The President announced the death of Mr. Denis V. 
Healey (F.) , and members paid due respect to his 
memory. 

The following awards were then announced:— 

The William M. Campbell Sketching Competition.—
The first prize was awarded to Mr. D. B. Windebank 
and the second to Mr. A. J. Ralton. 

The Bronze Medal.—The medal was not awarded as 
the work submitted did not reach the required standard. 
The award of Hon. Mention was given to Messrs. J. R. 
Robertson and R. E. Hopkins. 

The Silver Medal Competition.—The first prize went 
to Mr. A. N. Baldwinson and the second to Mr. D. C. 
Ward. 

Royal Australian Institute of Architects 

The President moved "That in accordance with the 
agreement between the Royal Australian Institute of 
Architects and this Institute, in respect of the exercise 
of powers, the Royal Australian Institute of Architects 
be and is hereby authorised to exercise its powers in 

respect of Architectural Education and Examination in 
the State of Victoria, as from the date of the said agree-
ment and this resolution is declared to be an authorising 
resolution within the meaning of such agreement." Mr. 
C. E. Serpell seconded the motion, which was carried. 

Presidential Address 

The President then delivered his Inaugural Address, 
which will be found in another part of the Journal. 

Mr. Herbert Brookes proposed a vote of thanks to 
the President, and gave several particulars relating to 
the building industry which had come under his notice 
in the United States. He also devoted considerable 
attention to the commercial and economic situation and 
dealt with the subject of the tariff, particularly in its 
relation to the timber industry. (A note dealing with 
his remarks will be found in another part of the Jour-
nal.) The motion was seconded by Mr. P. A. Oakley 
(F.). 

Professor Henry Payne, in supporting the motion, 
remarked that it was expected that shortly, the Mel-
bourne University would have a Faculty of Architecture 
as this proposal had recently been approved. He said, 
however, that he was not in favour of introducing com-
mercial training into the University curriculum. The 
business matters pertaining to the practice of the pro-
fession should, he thought, be given attention to and 
studied in the Architect's office, during the term of 
articles. The motion was carried with acclamation. Sub-
sequently Mr. Coutie spoke and the meeting then closed. 
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