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Land Values as Affecting the Architect 
Address delivered by Mr. E. M. Purdy, President of the Real Estate Association of Victoria, 

at a General Meeting of the Institute, on Monday, 20th May, 1929 

AT the outset, Mr, President, I would like to express 
my appreciation of the Institute's invitation for 
me to address your members and I shall endeavour 

to make my remarks as interesting and valuable as pos-
sible. In considering the subject of land values I have 
taken what I think to be the main basis and that is, 
the relationship of land and buildings. As far as the 
architect is concerned land values are of very vital im-
portance, because if there be no land, no building can 
be erected. I think the clearest way that I can describe 
the relationship of land and buildings to you is to say 
that it is very similar to a marriage. If a young couple 
not suitable to each other marry, the marriage is going 
to be an utter failure, and the same thing applies in 
the case of land and buildings. If one erects a build-
ing on certain land and the building is not suitable for 
the land, then that building will probably turn out a 
failure. My first note concerns the importance of know-
ing the value of the land on which the building is to 
be erected. When a client comes to you saying that he 
has a block of land and asks you to put a building upon 
it, you have to provide a plan for him, and no doubt 
you are out to do the best you can. You are, no doubt, 
jealous of your profession and of your reputation. We 
will assume that your client desires to build for invest-
ment purposes. Then you have to design a building 
that will show him a return on his capital outlay and 
therefore you must know the value of the land. You 
probably have a general idea of its value, but you have 
to be very sure that your value is near enough to the 
correct one, so that you will know exactly what you 
can spend on the building to ensure the desired return 
and you must know what the whole capital outlay to 
your client is going to be. Then the point is to be 
sure that the buildings you put on the land are suitable 
to it. For instance, we will take as a case in point, the 
Shrine of Remembrance. There was enough land in 
Collingwood, Fitzroy, Abbotsford or South Melbourne, 
or in other places to erect a building of that nature, but 
to erect such a beautiful structure in any of those areas 
would be absolutely throwing money away. For a build-
ing of that sort we have to select absolutely the finest 
site obtainable and there is no doubt about it that the 
site actually selected is a wonderful one. It is beautiful 
land in a beautiful position. To put it plainer still, 
we will assume that a person has a factory site in the 
north end of the city. Now to erect on that factory 
site a pile of office buildings would also be ridiculous. 
You may have a client who comes to you and says "I 
have a block of land in Bouverie Street, Carlton, and 
I want you to put up office buildings on that." Of 
course you would have to advise against it because it 
would be such an absurdity to put up offices in that 
locality. It would be extremely difficult to obtain tenants  

and the whole thing would be a total failure. The 
same thing might apply in a case in which a man has 
a block of land worth about £4 or £5 a foot in Fitzroy, 
or somewhere like that. It is a nice block of land—
we will suppose—and he wishes to put up a residence 
worth £4000 or £5000 for himself. He may be a little 
eccentric and may wish to live in this particular part. 
There are exceptions in every case, but in this case it 
would be your duty to say "Your land is only worth £4 
or £5 a foot. It is only cottage land ; sell it and buy 
land worth £15 or £20 a foot in a good suburb and 
put up your building there, as you are never going to 
get back the money which you spend on a building of 
that nature on land in that part of Fitzroy." Of course, 
that is only common sense and is what you would 
probably do, but at the same time I am just giving you 
examples of the desirability of erecting buildings on 
land that is suitable. We see this happen very often. 
In many cases we have seen buildings put up which 
have been utterly unsuitable for the position of the 
land, with the result that the owners have tried in vain 
to let the premises and have had them vacant for a long 
time, eventually having to let them at a very much lower 
rental than they expected. You, as architects, have to be 
conversant with the land just as much practically as we 
who are in the real estate business have. You have to 
know the values and you have to know practically what 
is a factory area, what is a warehouse or store area, a 
cottage area, a mansion area and so on. I do not say, 
of course, that you should know the exact values, but 
you should have a general idea of the values. You 
cannot actually know the true values of land in dif-
ferent parts of the city and also in the different streets 
in the suburbs; it is our business to know that. Probably 
we do not know the value of buildings to the same 
extent as Architects, but I will be dealing later with that 
aspect of the case. Then you should make sure that it 
will be possible for your client to receive a revenue 
commensurate with the capital invested, which is es-
sential. 

CITY PROPERTIES 

I am dealing to-night more with city property than 
with suburban. As far as I am concerned my main 
business is city properties, and I am dealing more with 
the city because I think it affects nearly everybody here. 
In getting down to facts you have to see that you obtain 
a reasonable return on an investment property in the 
city, whatever particular position it may be in, providing 
it is in a proper position for letting, whether it be a 
factory, a warehouse, a store, or an office building, and 
when your client consults you, you have to ascertain the 
land value, and then of course add the value of the 
building. The point then is, what is going to be a 
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reasonable revenue for your client to expect. You 
might get one man who says "I want 10% net on my 
city property." You probably tell him that it is a 
little too high and he may not get it. Another man 
might be satisfied to get 6% net, and from my point 
of view we think that, if a man in the city is getting 
6% net on his city property as an investment, he is 
doing quite well, because not only is he receiving a 
reasonable return on his money invested but he is also 
getting unearned increment. As far as our city of Mel-
bourne is concerned probably for the past 12 months or 
18 months we have had what might be called a depressed 
market, and values have not increased as they did three 
or four years ago, but that is not to say they will not 
rise in the future. Of course, when a property improves 
in value the building usually does not increase nearly 
as much as the land does. The land is what rises in 
value, and we must expect the land values to go up 
considerably in Melbourne in the future. Many people 
think at the present time that land values are very high. 
They may be in some cases, but then they have to be 
compared with prices obtained in other cities, and when 
this is done it will be seen that they are not so very high 
after all. 

Three or four years ago land was selling rapidly 
and values were rising rapidly. During the past 18 
months or two years they have been practically at a 
stand-still compared with what they were before, but 
they have not yet fallen. Is is only in isolated cases 
in which a man probably has held land as a speculation 
and wishes to realise that the values have dropped. 

As Australia is a young country, I feel sure that our 
cities must progress, not drop back. That is a point 
as far as the ultimate return is concerned. If your client 
is getting 6% net on his city property he is also getting 
or is going to get unearned increment as was before 
remarked, and therefore he cannot expect to get it both 
ways.  

course if you have a bigger area your rent is not so 
great proportionately. 

As far as factory space is concerned, it may be obtained 
practically anywhere at from is. 3d. to 2s. 6d. a square 
foot. One particular factory might be worth is. 3d. or 
is. 6d. a square foot and another might be worth 2s. 6d. 
or 3s. a square foot, much depending on its position 
respecting transport etc. As far as storage space is con-
cerned, I know where storage space can be obtained at 
6d. and 9d. a square foot up to is. 6d. A man wishing 
to secure such space probably would not feel disposed 
to pay more than is. 6d. a square foot for it, unless, 
of course, it was an exceptional case and in an excep-
tional position. 

I have set out a table roughly as far as land values, 
suitable for various types of buildings, are concerned, 
which may be of interest to you. Land suitable to erect 
a cottage upon is valued at £5 per foot limit. That is 
about the limit of cottage property, and on that pro-
perty you can put a cottage for letting purposes which 
would show quite a reasonable return. Much depends 
upon how much is spent upon the cottage. With regard 
to the average villa, worth, say from £1250 up to £1600, 
the average land value would be about £8 per foot 
limit. That is getting into a little better class suburb. 
Then we come to the superior villa, costing up to £3000. 
The land value in that case ranges roughly from about 
£10 to £15 a foot. It all depends upon the position. 
Of course, you may put up a £3500 villa at Toorak, 
where you might have to pay £20 a foot for your land, 
but I am only quoting general cases. When we come 
to deal with better class property, what we term the 
"mansion" type, a property that might cost £10,000, 
£15,000 or even more, we will find that suitable land 
will range from £20 to £50 a foot. In many cases £50 
a foot may seem high for a block of land, but of course 
the man who is prepared to spend, say £10,000, on a 
home is not going to worry a great deal over the cost 
of his land. If he sees a block that he likes and if it is 
in a position that he wants, even £50 a foot probably 
will not stop him. You will see that in quite a number 
of places—Toorak for instance—land has brought up 
to £50 a foot, for a fine block. It might be a block 
which has been wanted for certain purposes and the 
buyer has paid the price to get in there. 

Then we get on to the city. We will take factory 
land which averages probably from £15 to £100 a foot. 
It all depends upon the position of the site. The £15 
land may be in Collingwood or other industrial centre 
in quite a good position, where labour will be easily 
obtained. Another party may want land close to the 
city; we will say, up at the north end, in order that 
his factory will be handy to the warehouse. He will 
probably pay £100 a foot. That is what it is bringing 
around Leicester Street and Bouverie Street for factory 
purposes. Then regarding the person who wants it for 
a warehouse or a store—principally the one who wants 
a warehouse; he is also a client who wants to be fairly 
near—not too far out of the city. He will probably 
pay up to £200 a foot for a warehouse site. It may be 

RENTAL VALUES 

I have made a table of rental values of properties. 
We will take, for instance, office space. The average 
office space in the city of Melbourne runs out roughly 
from 5/- up to £1 a square foot. £1 is fairly high for 
office accommodation, but that is actually paid by some, 
say on the ground floor and street frontage, as in our 
own case; we pay £1. As far as shops are concerned 
they vary considerably. In Sydney they have a basis 
of valuing the shops on running feet on the frontage. 
We will take a building that has thirty feet frontage 
in, say, Pitt Street. The owners might charge £2 10/-
or £3 a foot for that property. It might be £60 or £70 
or £90 a week. In Melbourne we base our rentals on 
the square foot basis, which works out at £2 or more 
per square foot. I am speaking of the shops in the 
heart of the city. I know one shop that pays almost up 
to £10 per square foot, but that was only for a small 
area. That was the "Argus" office at the corner of 
Stewart Dawson's. £60 a week was paid in rent, which 
meant over £10 a square foot, but that was an excep-
tional case. Very few shops go up to that limit, and of 
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a warehouse at which he will have many people calling 
upon him, and you possibly have to erect for him a 
better class of building than the man with the factory 
site requires. 

Next you have to consider office building sites, the 
values of which you will find run roughly from £500 
to £1000 a foot. That is not, of course, dealing with 
buildings in the very heart of our city, where the land 
value is up to £3000 or £3500 a foot, and on which 
large buildings with shops and offices have to be erected. 
Of course, the owners would never get any return if 
shops only were erected on such a site and no offices 
above. The only people who can command requisite 
returns without offices on the upper portions are the 
owners of the picture theatres. Another thing which has 
to be taken into consideration from a land value point 
of view is the area of the land that is being occupied. 

SMALL ALLOTMENTS 

We have in Collins Street, Melbourne, to-day, for 
instance, buildings with frontages as narrow as 13 feet 
and 14 feet. In the case of buildings of this descrip-
tion it is a very difficult matter to get a sufficient return, 
because the land is so expensive. There is one particular 
place I know of in Swanston Street in which the build-
ing is on about 13 feet frontage and that land could 
not be bought to-day under £40,000. I doubt whether 
you would get it for that. It is not only a small frontage 
but it is quite a small depth. It is a problem to know 
how to get a fair return out of that building, because 
if a client wanted you to put a building on that site 
which would show him a fair return, it would certainly 
be necessary to go up in the air to ensure it. In such 
a case you would commence with an outlay of £40,000 
for land. Then you have the cost of your building in 
addition, and by the time you take out stairways, lift 
areas and other accommodation there is not going to 
be a great deal of space left for letting, out of which 
such return may be obtained. A result is that in many 
cases property of that nature is very difficult to sell 
because of the small frontage and the difficulty of getting 
a sufficient return. It is the architect's problem of course 
to see what lettable space he can give to the owner or 
the agent, as the case may be. 

That is the trouble which attends small frontages. 
I think that in several cases in which there are two 
frontages together it would be very much better for 
our city if the owners would co-operate in one way or 
another and put up one building on the two blocks of 
land. I think it would be more suitable to both parties, 
because by the time the entrance is allowed for on a 
13 feet frontage there will be very little left. It prob-
ably does not matter a great deal in other parts of the 
city if a man needs it for his own work. In that case 
he can erect a two or three storey building, and his over-
head cost is very light because his land value is low. 

To summarise the position, the architect should make 
sure of the value of the land and also make sure that 
the type of building he is erecting on that land is the 
right type of building, as otherwise the building is  

going to be a failure and the owner is likely to blame 
the poor agent for not letting it. If he is told then 
that he has put up the wrong type of building on that 
land, the architect will be blamed by the owner. The 
most important point then is to see that you are not 
putting a factory building on office land, or an office 
building on factory land, or a mansion on cottage land, 
or whatever else may be the case. Of course any of us 
with any common sense at all will always advise a client, 
whose land is not suitable for the type of building he 
wishes to erect, to sell that land and buy land in a 
position in which it is suitable. 

WHEN TO BUILD 

There is another point I wish to mention and that is 
the question of a depressed property market being fav-
ourable to the architect. Probably a strike is not very 
favourable to you, but at the same time a depressed 
property market can be quite favourable to the architect, 
in-as-much as he probably has wealthy clients, such as 
banks and other institutions, and when the property 
market is quiet he approaches them and advises with all 
confidence that they buy land which will probably be ob-
tained cheaper on a depressed market than when the mar-
ket is buoyant and rising. In addition, if a client buys on 
the lower market his building costs will be lower, be-
cause if property is quiet everything else seems to be 
quiet, with the result that he will probably obtain lower 
tenders from builders who desire to keep their men 
going. They are all looking for jobs even if they do 
not make much profit out of them. 

We will say that the client buys his land to advan-
tage because the market is quiet, and he then puts up 
his building. If he is putting up a fairly large building, 
by the time he has that building completed probably 
he is back again on to what we may call a "rising mar-
ket," with the result that his speculation or investment, 
as the case may be, may turn out quite good. If the 
completion of his building synchronises with the com-
mencement of a rise in the market, he will obtain the 
utmost benefit from the prevailing conditions. He has 
bought his land at a suitable price and he has had his 
building put up at an equally suitable price. We in 
our own business therefore advise clients—if they are 
wealthy clients, if they have the money available, and 
are speculators— to buy at times such as the present 
when the market is depressed. It likewise appears to 
me to be quite suitable for the architect to give advice 
along similar lines to his well-to-do clients. Other 
clients probably have not a great deal of money when 
things are quiet, but the well-to-do clients, such as 
banks and similar institutions, are in a different position. 

If it is put to them "Well, now is your time to buy," 
there is always the possibility that they may see their 
way clear and be interested to acquire land. We had a 
case just recently with a bank. They had made an offer 
previously of a much bigger price than they could buy 
this particular land for to-day, and they immediately 
became interested because the market was depressed. 
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They were in a position to buy on a lower market and 
save several thousands of pounds. 

I think, therefore, that you would be quite justified 
in giving your clients, such as I have mentioned, advice 
to build on a depressed market, because it makes no 
difference as far as their finance is concerned. They are 
generally clients who can pay cash for the land and go 
right ahead with their building projects 

The last thing to which I have to invite you to attend 
is co-operation between architects and valuers. That is 
a point to which I could add and say "co-operation of 
architects with agents and valuers." 

We have a general idea of the value of most things, 
that we are asked to value, but we do not actually possess 
the special knowledge to be able to decide upon the 
values of everything. We often are asked to value 
machinery or furniture, or properties of all kinds in 
different parts of the metropolitan area. In some cases, 
we go to a suburb about which we do not know much. 
In such a case, how are we to know actually the value 
of that property unless we form our own idea—a general 
knowledge of the value of the land ? This is the prac-
tice which most of us adopt. We form our own opinion 
regarding the value of the property and then have that 
confirmed by the local agent as far as the value of the 
land is concerned. But, there are properties in the city 
which are very difficult to value. Regarding values of 
city property, I find no difficulty in arriving at a fair 
value for the land, but very often find the building the 
most difficult to value, in which case I always have 
my opinion confirmed by an Architect, so as to make 
sure that I am near the mark. The other day I had to 
deal with the case of a very large property in Melbourne 
in which I was asked to make a valuation of the building 
alone—not the land, or anything attached to it—and it 
was one of the most difficult buildings in the City of 
Melbourne. I obtained the plans and studied the whole 
thing, and after forming my idea of it I spoke to a 
friend, who is one of your members, and had my valua-
tion confirmed by him. I felt that I was securing my 
position by going to one of your members and obtaining 
his ideas respecting the value and that at the same time, 
I was giving my client the best service possible. 

On the other hand, when a client comes to you to 
erect a building, it is essential—as I have already stated 
—that you know the value of the land on which you 
are to erect that building, therefore, I think it is good 
policy for you to consult a valuer and obtain his opinion 
respecting the value of the land on which you are going 
to build. As far as rents are concerned, I think that it 
is a fairly common practice among your members to 
consult an agent when they are erecting an office build-
ing, in order to obtain reliable data respecting the rent 
value of the space. 

We very often have members of your Institute asking 
us to work out what return could be expected from a par-
ticular building. They hand us the plans, inform us what 
is the nett area in square feet, of each floor, and ask us 
to decide upon the value of the rentable space. That .  

should also apply—I may be wrong, but it is my opinion 
in the case of the land and the buildings; for us to 
co-operate with the Architects regarding the value of the 
land, and for the Architects to co-operate with us re-
specting that of the buildings on it. I am quite sure 
that we would always then be fortified in our opinion 
when preparing any report, knowing that we had our 
valuations confirmed by an Architect. If you have had 
your land values, confirmed by an agent or valuer, you 
know that the basis of your estimate is fairly reliable. 

I feel sure that much reciprocal advantage might be 
gained were there increased co-operation between your 
Institute and my Association. Quite a number of you 
probably know as much as I have already told you, but 
at the same time, I have tried to convey to you to the 
best of my ability, what I had in mind when your Sec-
retary asked me to give a short address on this subject. 
(Applause.) 

DISCUSSION 

The Chairman: I am sure we are all very much in-
debted to Mr. Purdy for his very clear talk on a subject 
in which we are very interested, as it forms the basis 
for our endeavours. ' One thing that occurred to me, 
and which appears evident to all of us, is the very point 
that Mr. Purdy mentioned concerning the very narrow 
allotments and how very detrimental they are to the 
city, because some are quite hopeless. Many members 
have experienced this when trying to evolve a scheme 
for dealing with some of these extraordinary and very 
shallow depths. There is no doubt that it would be a 
good proposition if the several owners of these small 
allotments could arrive at some understanding and form 
a company to erect one large building. By this means 
they would eliminate a great deal of waste space which 
occurs in some of the larger of the smaller sites—not 
the extremely small ones. A point which Mr. Purdy 
mentioned reminds one of what happened many years 
ago when there was a land boom in Melbourne. You 
will see evidence now of rather large houses having 
been built in suburbs in which those houses stand out 
as quite incongruous features in their surroundings. The 
fate of most of them is either to be converted into 
schools of some sort or into private hospitals so that 
their service has not been entirely lost. 

Mr. K. A. Henderson (F.) : I have very much pleasure 
in moving a vote of thanks to Mr. Purdy for his ex-
tremely interesting lecture. I have only one regret, and 
that is that Mr. Purdy felt that he was in a measure 
limited for time, because I think there are lots of other 
things he could have told us. Part of my remarks will 
take the form of a series of questions about which I 
would like Mr. Purdy to say something in replying to 
the vote of thanks. I think it is an excellent idea that 
we should have the President of the Real Estate As-
sociation of Victoria lecturing to us because the inter-
locking of all the professional interests in any com-
munity becomes closer as the years go on. I am going, 
first of all, to speak with regard to one of Mr. Purdy's 
final remarks, and that is co-operation between the 
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Architect and the Real Estate man concerning city pro-
perties. I think members know my view on that sub-
ject, and that is that no large city project of any kind 
should be launched without previous close co-operation 
between the Architect and the Real Estate man. My 
belief is that in every city project an exact comprehensive 
estimate should be made of costs not only of land and 
buildings but of supervision and all incidental costs ; 
an exact estimate as far as possible should be made of 
all income from the project and all costs of interest 
during construction and of all outgoings, and that is 
a subject upon which I should liked to have heard some-
thing from Mr. Purdy. A very vexed question among 
Architects is: "What is a fair percentage of outgoings 
to total revenue in conducting any city building and in 
paying taxation ?" That leads me to another point, 
it is a point of importance which is not generally 
realized by architects themselves as a body, and that is 
what is the prime cause of the number of extraordinarily 
narrow frontages in our Australian cities ? I think that 
the prime cause might be removable in years to come 
and that is by the abolition of the Federal graduated 
tax on land values. The primary object of that tax was 
something in the nature of a punitive tax with the 
object of breaking up large pastoral estates in order to 
try to induce closer settlement. There was no minimum 
size of allotment to which that tax was applicable, and 
it became applicable to city properties just as much as 
to pastoral and country properties, and as land values 
have risen in our cities so enormously, particularly in 
the last 20 years, the burden of taxation which comes 
from the Federal quarter has become really acute and 
large properties which were held in our city have been 
divided up and now have these narrow frontages. We 
all know of many examples, one particular case in point 
being the Gillott Estate, west of Equitable Building in 
Collins Street. It became unprofitable for the Gillott Es-
tate to hold that property on account of the immense bur-
den of Federal tax on top of State Land Taxation and 
Municipal rates. The effect of that was that the whole of 
that property in particular was sold up into 14 feet, 15 
feet and 16 feet frontages to the people who occupied 
them and probably many others have been dealt with 
similarly. It has made it almost impossible for any-
thing to be done with those properties in the future 
unless all the owners concerned come together and 
decide to carry out a large building scheme really worthy 
of the locality in which that land lies. Another point 
that interested me particularly in regard to Mr. Purdy's 
lecture—and I think it is a very vexed question—is 
whether the intending investor in city property should 
build while a poor market exists (I do not say buy in 
a poor market; if he can buy in a poor market he of 
course will and suffer loss through the slow filling up 
of his building at a time when business is not brisk), 
or whether he should pay the inevitable extra cost when 
things are on the move and he has better opportunities 
of filling the building promptly. I know of a project 
in the city which is at the present moment held up be-
cause of the fact that business is not good and money 
is not circulating as freely as it would in normal times. 

I have said to several of my clients "From the point of 
view of the capital cost of your undertaking you could 
not do better than to go ahead with your building pro-
jects at the present time. Merchants are willing to sell 
the materials more reasonably, the men are working 
better—when they are working—their output is better, 
and you will certainly get a better choice of artisans ; a 
better finished building and a cheaper one." They say 
"Yes, but when will we fill it?" I think this is a very 
debatable point. Mr. Purdy has given us a most in-
teresting and instructive address and I have great pleas-
ure in moving a hearty vote of thanks to him for his 
presence here this evening. 

Mr. A. S. Hall (A.) : In seconding the motion I am 
pleased to take the opportunity to do so because I am 
personally acquainted with Mr. Purdy and I am only too 
glad to have the opportunity of congratulating him on 
having given an address on such a subject, which is a 
really difficult one. When I heard the title of the lecture 
I thought "What is he going to talk about?" and as I 
listened to him I realised there was a great deal more 
in the subject than appeared to me at first. A thing 
that came to my mind was that regarding co-operation 
between agents and architects. There is one stage at 
which this is most important, and that is at the very 
beginning of the project before the land is purchased. 
It only too often happens that when the architect is 
approached, he may consider that the site which has 
been obtained is not the best situated site for the pro-
jected building, but the client has bought the land per-
haps at a very reasonable price, and the architect is 
forced to accept a site which he knows is not the best; 
then he has to do the best he can with it. I think that 
some sort of co-operation between the agent and the 
architect at the very beginning of a building project 
would be immensely valuable. 

Mr. Henderson: Might I supplement my remarks by 
asking when are we going to get to the very sensible 
idea of selling land by the square foot instead of by the 
foot frontage? We have reached the stage at which we 
speak universally of space valued at so much per square 
foot per annum. It seems to me that the making of 
land valuations, excepting in the very acute shopping 
centres, would be infinitely more satisfactory if it were 
on a square foot basis instead of on a frontage basis. 

The Chairman: Yes, because by that means you get 
your true value at once. 

Mr. P. A. Oakley (F.): I would like to support the 
vote of thanks to Mr. Purdy and to congratulate him on 
bringing up a subject which to my mind is very interest-
ing. A matter which came under my notice the other 
day impressed me very much, and it has been illustrated 
to-night, and that is the case of a city block which has 
a fairly large frontage and is on a very valuable site. A 
suggestion was made to me that the block should be 
cut in half because it would then probably be sold at 
a higher figure. I was appalled when I heard this sug-
gestion, and I told my friend exactly what I thought 
about it. It just shows the trend of feeling amongst 
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people who have property to sell in the city. It is a 
very serious state of affairs, and I have little doubt that 
what these people said regarding a higher price for two 
blocks would be borne out if put into effect. If you 
take the case of a block of land, say of 50 or 60 feet 
frontage in the city, and of a value of £3000 a foot, the 
cost of purchasing that land is tremendous, and you 
might find very few people who would purchase a block 
of that size, whereas you would find a great many more 
—I am giving you the argument of my friend, not my 
own—people who would be prepared to buy blocks of 
30 feet or even less. It would be a very serious thing 
indeed for the city if we were to have a great many 
buildings in our main streets erected on blocks of 20 
feet frontage and less. I am wondering whether there 
is any way in which ideas of that kind can be counter-
acted because I feel, looking at the matter from a com-
mercial standpoint that there is a good deal of justifica-
tion for the argument which was put to me. I would 
like to hear whether Mr. Purdy has any reply or any 
suggestions to make on that account and I would like 
to congratulate him upon his address. 

Mr. R. B. Hamilton (A.) : With regard to rental values 
of office buildings I think that during the last two or 
three years in Melbourne we have been rather apt to 
discount the value of the upper storeys of modern office 
buildings. Compared with Sydney, I think our top 
floors are probably some shillings a foot lower in value, 
and I think the reason for that is that we have not yet 
appreciated the value of being on the upper floors in 
a modern office building. If I may say so, I think the 
valuer in Melbourne is rather apt to work on the tra-
ditional lines of our older buildings and does not appre-
ciate what a service a modern office building can provide 
in the upper floors. In Sydney, I understand, they 
assess the three top floors at one value, which is perhaps 
7/- or 8/- a foot, or possibly more. The next three 
floors are slightly less, but there is not the difference 
between the first floor and the top floor that there is in 
Melbourne. It seems to me that it reflects itself in the 
type of building we are apt to put up. I have had a 
case to deal with which was directly affected, and it 
was rectified by increasing the values, it being ultimately 
found that the increased rentals were easily obtained. 
My point is that by means of modern transportation by 
a proper elevator system the upper floors of these build-
ings are really better than the lower floors, except per-
haps the ground floor. I think it is a point that should 
be taken into consideration very strongly by valuers. 
Another matter I would like to hear Mr. Purdy's opinion 
upon is this : whether the question of concentrating 
values in one particular locality in a city like Melbourne, 
such as Swanston Street and Elizabeth Street, and allow-
ing the values to fall off in other parts of the city, is a 
sound economic system. In other words, we all know 
the reason why in certain localities very high values are 
reached. For instance, our railway outlet is at Flinders 
Street, and therefore all property in that neighbourhood 
reaches a very high value. Would it not be better to 
stabilise values by re-distributing our railway system by  

either an underground railway or some other means ? 
By developing buildings in other parts of the city, more 
or less equally with the section mentioned, we might 
arrive at a more stable value and it would be much 
better from the property owners' point of view. 

Mr. J. W. Wright (A.): When replying to these 
questions, I would like to hear what Mr. Purdy's opinion 
is of the quality of buildings, say in Toorak ; for in-
stance of a house valued at £3000. I would like to 
know whether he thinks that the value of such a house 
is in proportion to the value of the land. In many 
cases it is not. I am speaking of the average house (in 
a good many cases, the speculative builders' houses) . 

The Chairman: I have pleasure in asking you to carry 
the motion moved by Mr. Henderson and seconded 
by Mr. Hall. (The motion was carried with acclama-
tion.) 

Mr. Purdy: I think Mr. Henderson's first question was 
the question of outgoings as far as city properties are 
concerned. I shall endeavour to answer the various 
questions. Mr. Henderson brought up a very vexed 
point when he mentioned "Federal taxation." There is 
no doubt about it, that that has been the cause of a 
number of people investing their money in bonds and 
other Government stocks instead of putting it into pro-
perty. There have been cases in the city in which the 
value of the land has increased to such an extent that 
the taxation has become so heavy that the owner is 
getting practically no return at all out of his building. 
There were one or two cases like that some 12 or 18 
months ago, when valuations of properties round Bourke 
Street and Elizabeth Street were greatly increased. Tak-
ing the average building, I think it will be found that 
the outgoings against the revenue of an office building 
run roughly into 25%. I think it will be found that it 
is about â  of the revenue. We find in a great number 
of cases that a great deal depends upon the building. We 
may, for argument's sake, take over a building to handle. 
We may handle that building purely and simply as 
agents to collect the rents with a commission of 22%0, or 
we may take over the building as managing agents, and 
look after the caretaking, cleaning and everything else, 
the owner doing nothing at all. In that case we would 
probably get 34%, but I think I am not very far out 
in answering Mr. Henderson's question in this way, 
that as far as outgoings are concerned probably about 
25% would cover the outgoings of the average property. 
Much will, of course, depend on the vendor's land 
holdings and taxation. Another question Mr. Hender-
son mentioned was building on a low market. He asked 
whether it would pay an owner to build on a low market 
and wait until he gets his building filled, thereby losing 
a certain amount of rental in the meantime, or whether 
it would pay him better to build when everything is 
flourishing. I would say "build on the low market." 
The man who built on a low market would probably 
get a better job done. There is more time to execute 
the job and unless he is unlucky there is the chance of 
his building being completed by the time the market 
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starts to rise again. Unfortunately the market in Mel-
bourne has been quiet for some considerable time. We 
have very rarely had such a long period of depression 
as we have had during the past couple of years. If a 
man builds and the market is still depressed when his. 
building is completed, our advice is always to let the 
buildings even at a lower rental. In such a case, of 
course, he would lose a little, but the leases would be 
on a short period basis. He would not let the offices 
on long leases, such as five years. He may let them on 
short leases of two years or at the outside three years, 
but at the end of that time everything would probably 
be flourishing again, and he would then be in a posi-
tion, as the leases fell due, to bring those tenants on to 
a higher rental basis. It is quite a debatable question. 
On the other hand, if he built on a high market, he 
would then obtain higher rents at once. It is just a 
matter of working out what is the difference ; whether 
he is going to be on the wrong side or the right side 
when normal conditions are again reached. I feel sure 
that the saving effected by buying and building on a 
low market would be a good deal greater than the rent 
which he might lose during the first two or three years 
after the building had been completed. 

Mr. Oakley mentioned about a comparatively large 
block of land being divided. I do not know whether 
he is referring to one which I have in mind. It is a 
fine block with about 40 feet frontage, which the owners 
are prepared to sell in two frontages of 20 feet each. 
Fortunately there is at present a large building on the 
site and it means that whoever bought, would probably 
have to pull that building down. It will, therefore, be 
difficult to induce anybody to buy even 20 feet of it 
unless he buys the other 20 feet. I do not like to see 
good frontages being divided up. The same trouble 
exists as Mr. Henderson mentioned, in the Gillott Estate. 
Every visitor to Melbourne seeing our beautiful building 
skyline and then viewing this little row of shops would 
say "How is it that no one has erected on that site a 
fine building worthy of the locality ?" Of course they 
are told that the frontages belong to different owners. 
The problem has also to be looked at from the owners' 
points of view. If the owner is in such a position that 
he is obliged to sell and he has a block of 40 feet, 
worth " £3000 a foot, he has to find a buyer with 
£120,000, and there are not as many buyers who will 
expend £120,000 as there are who will expend say 
£60,000. It is the line of least resistance that is taken. 
It is a great pity to see any fair-sized block cut up, 
because part of the beautification of any city is a nice 
large block of land on which there is an imposing 
building. It all helps to improve the appearance of 
the city. I think Mr. Hall mentioned the desirability 
of consulting the agent before buying the land. That 
is quite a good point. Architects come to us and say 
"Do you know where I can obtain a block of land on 
which to put up a certain building ? What do you 
think the best position to buy for that particular type 
of building?" That is a thing that happens very often, 
and I think it is most desirable from all points of  

view. When your client has not already bought his 
land and he comes to you for advice, the advantage of 
the co-operation of the agent and the architect comes in. 
The agent can advise the architect which is the best site 
to erect a building upon and where it will be possible 
to lease that property to advantage. Of course, when 
a client wants a site for a particular type of business he 
probably knows where to purchase it. Another point, 
mentioned by Mr. Hamilton, concerned the rental value 
of the upper floors of high buildings. I meant to speak 
on that point. A view that I have always held has been 
that the upper portion of a modern building, having 
good transportation to the top, is as good as if not 
better than that on the second or third floor because 
of the additional light and air that the upper floors 
possess. Usually also a nice view over the bay is 
obtained from the top floors, and in my opinion they 
are as valuable as offices on the second or third floors. 
As far as the first floor is concerned, I have never been 
very much in favour of it, because when one goes to 
the lift and asks for the "first floor" the lift attendant 
looks at him very hard and thinks "Why don't you walk 
up the stairs ?" If one is frightened of getting looked 
at in that manner he has to walk up the stairs. If one 
is on the second or third floor he might just as well 
be on the 7th or 8th. You will find that with most 
of our new modern buildings in the city of Melbourne 
the top floors have let quicker than the lower floors 
because they bring lower rentals, but I think that, if the 
experiment were tried and the upper floors were put 
down at the same rental as the lower ones, these upper 
floors would probably be let before the lower. In. 
America a higher rental is charged for the upper floors 
than for the lower, but of course it is probably better 
to be up top than down below in that part of the 
world. I agree entirely with Mr. Hamilton on this 
matter, and whenever I am valuing the upper floors I 
make very little difference as far as values are concerned. 
It is the custom here to charge less for the top than 
below, but generally speaking there is not a great deal 
of difference. The top floors here in Melbourne gen-
erally run out at 6/- to 6/8 a foot, whereas on the first 
or second floors it may be 9/- or 10/-. It will, there-
fore, be seen there is not a great deal of difference, but 
I think if even that difference were cut out and things 
made much the same, the upper floor space would be 
let quicker than the lower floors. If I were in a building 
like that, and especially one with good natural light, I 
would want to be on the upper floors because with the 
good transportation in the form of the lifts which are 
being installed to-day it makes practically no difference 
whatever floor one is on. I think Mr. Wright asked 
whether it was a good thing for, say, a house of £2500 
or £3000 to be erected on a block of land at Toorak. 

Mr. Wright: No, I meant to say is the quality of the 
average house at, say, Toorak, suitable for the land ? 

Mr. Purdy: Well I think that considering the value 
of the average land that one buys in Toorak the type 
of house at £2500 to £3000 is too small. A person 
may buy land in Toorak at probably £12 or £14 a foot, 
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but of course that would be what you might call the 
least desirable part of Toorak, and if he bought land 
in Toorak at £12 to £15 and erected a superior villa 
at a cost of £2000 or £3000, it might be all right, but, 
if he purchased the good class of land and paid any-
thing from £30 to £40 or £50 per foot, then, of course, 
it would be ridiculous to put a £2500 villa on such a 
site. This land would be more valuable, probably, than 
his house, because he might have 100 feet frontage at 
£40 a foot. There is £4000 for the land to start with. 
He has to put up a house suitable for the land, and 
therefore it would be ridiculous to buy land worth 
£4000 and put a £2500 house on it. 

Mr. Wright: It is being done and that is why I 
raised the question. 

Mr. Purdy: It probably is, but at the same time you 
will find that it means that these houses are difficult to 
sell, because the man who wants to go to Toorak gen-
erally requires a better type of house than one costing 
£2500. 

Mr. Wright: But he is accepting the cheaper class 
house. 

Mr. Purdy: Yes, but at the same time you will find 
a few cases in which a man might want to go to Toorak 
to live, but he cannot afford to pay £5000 or £6000 
for a property. He then takes on the cheaper class 
house. What would the land value be, in the case 
which you mention, Mr. Wright? Would it be land 
at £20 a foot ? 

Mr. Wright: No. 

Mr. Purdy: It would probably be land bought by 
speculative builders, but if your land is worth more than 
your building, then I do not think it is good policy. 

Mr. Wright: Is there any ratio between the two? 

Mr. Purdy: There is no ratio actually. It is just what 
a man might do, especially with residential villas. He 
might go to Mont Albert and buy a block out there 
quite reasonably and put a beautiful home on it. Prob-
ably the house may be four or five times the value of 
the land, and yet on the other hand a man goes to 
Toorak and buys a very nice block of land, paying 
£4000 for it, and he puts a house worth £5000 on it. 
That is a different ratio altogether, but at the same time 
it is just a matter of the locality he is in. No matter 
whether it is Mont Albert or Toorak, one may be very 
much more expensive than the other in ratio. 

Respecting a question asked by Mr. Henderson, re-
lating to the selling of land by the square foot; that 
subject interests me a great deal. I may say that per-
sonally, I am in favour of selling on that basis; we let 
space by the square foot, therefore why not sell it the 
same way? If that were the practice, I am sure that 
it would help us considerably in such a case, for ex-
ample as—where "A" has a block of land, say, 40 feet 
by 60 feet, and "B" has one 40 by 120, adjoining. If 
"B" should sell his block at £2000 per foot, "A" will 
immediately say that his block is worth the same, al-
though he has only half the depth, and we find it very 
difficult at times, to convince an owner that his block 
is not worth so much as another site in the vicinity with 
twice the depth. I therefore think that it is a fairer 
basis on which to dispose of land. 

The Chairman: Mr. Purdy has covered very much 
interesting ground in his answers to questions, and I 
am sure we are indebted to him for these very full 
answers. I would like to ask him, on behalf of this 
Institute, to convey to his Council our very great ap-
preciation of the compliment which has been paid us 
in allowing him to come here to-night and lecture to us 
as their President, and to say how pleased we are at 
getting into touch with more and more professional in-
stitutions which have somewhat similar interests to our 
own. 

Obituary 

The loss of two of the leading members of the 
R.V.I.A., within five weeks, can be regarded as little 
less than a calamity and that both deaths took place 
quite suddenly, renders the occurrence tragic. Mr. Had-
don was apparently in the best of health up to within 
an hour or two of his passing away, and though Mr. 
Campbell had, some time ago, suffered from a slight 
ailment of a minor nature, he seemed to have quite 
recovered from it several weeks ago, and a few days 
before his death appeared well. 

The circumstances should bring home to all of us 
the truth of the words "in the midst of life we are in 
death,"  

Notices of the professional career of both of our 
late colleagues will be found on the next page of the 
Journal, that respecting Mr. Haddon having been com-
piled by his partner (Col. W. A. Henderson, C.M.G.) 
and the Editor, while that relating to Mr. Campbell has 
been contributed by the President (Mr. W. A M. 
Blackett) . 
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WILLIAM MAITLAND CAMPBELL 

THE recent passing of William Maitland Campbell 
has removed from our midst one who, for very 
many years had taken an active part in the affairs 

of the Royal Institute. 

The youngest son of the late Rev. A. J. Campbell, 
D.D., of Geelong (a former minister of St. George's 
Church, Geelong) , he was born in 1861 and derived 
the earlier stages of his education at Geelong College 
which was then under the Headmastership of the late 
Dr. George Morrison. Showing early aptitude for and 
interest in Architectural work, he was articled to Messrs. 
Reed & Barnes, of Melbourne, a firm which conducted 
one of the leading Architectural practices in Victoria, 
which covered many of the more important institu-
tional and church building activities of the State. One 
recalls interesting anecdotes related by Mr. Campbell of 
the somewhat more "Bohemian" tendencies of the 
draughtsmen of those days, when much of the work 
that, it is now realised, inaugurated a fine standard of 
Architectural fundamentals in its expression, was in the 
making. 

At the conclusion of his term of articles, he left for 
Great Britain and Europe, during a tour of which he 
studied the finer Architectural examples, more especially 
devoting himself to those of Gothic form, in which 
style much of his later work was to be developed. Re-
turning to Australia, after spending some time as an 
Architectural assistant, he commenced practice in part-
nership with Mr. Percy Kernot. 

Joining the Institute on election as an Associate, he 
was, for some time a representative of the Associate 
members on the Council in 1903-4, and was appointed 
for a period as Assistant Secretary (1904-5) during the 
Secretaryship of the late John Little, and on the rather 
unexpected death of Mr. Little in 1916, he was appoin-
ted Honorary Secretary, which office he held until his 
death. He was also a member of the Town-Planning 
Association and represented the Institute at Town-Plan- 

ring Conferences. When the Architects' Registration 
Board was constituted, he was appointed Registrar and 
held that position until he passed away. 

Our late friend and colleague had been connected in 
an executive capacity during the whole period of the 
Architectural affiliation of must of us, his wise counsel 
having been of great service in many cases in which the 
interpretation of rules and articles of the Institute were 
concerned, his long memory of actual difficulties en-
countered and surmounted, having been extremely valu-
able in dealing with later problems. 

Very truly and really, it can be said that the Institute 
was, to him, the chief interest in his life as including 
and developing his ideals for the education of students, 
the proper governance of professional ethics, the wider 
civic influence to be spread by the improvement of 
Architectural taste and practice and general service to 
the community. During all these years, one never re-
members to have heard any but the most kindly thought 
and reference made by him to other practitioners. His 
quiet disposition and fine character made him greatly 
beloved, the very large attendance at his funeral—prob-
ably the largest gathering of Architects ever held here 
—testifying to the high regard and great personal 
esteem in which our late colleague was held. 

An aspect of his life which was little known, was his 
interest in the pursuit of farming in later years. 

After the financial collapse which followed the "land 
boom" the subject of our note engaged, in company 
with Mr. P. Kernot, in an orchard enterprise in the 
Castlemaine district. He was also for some years an 
examiner in Architecture in connection with the Tech-
nical Schools of Victoria. 

Mr. Campbell died at his farm at Athlone, Gipps-
land, on 22nd June last. 

(An extract from the "Geelong Advertiser" advises 
us that "he was a true friend to students of the Gordon, 
to whom he was guide, philosopher and friend. His 
official connection with the school was as examiner in 
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Building Construction and Architecture. Mr. T. J. 
Buchan, as senior Vice-President of the Institute and 
representing Geelong Architects, attended the funeral 
and on the announcement of his decease, the flag at the 
Gordon Institute of Technology, flew at half-mast.) 

His memory will be a lasting one among his very 
many friends.—W.A.M.B. 

ROBERT JOSEPH HADDON 

It was with extreme regret that, just as the May 
issue of the Journal was going to press, we had to 
chronicle the very sudden death of Mr. Robert J. Had-
don (F.), who passed away at the age of 63 years. 

Mr. Haddon, who was one of the leading members 
of the profession in Victoria and a prominent member 
of the Institute, to which he rendered much valuable 
service, was trained in London and after coming to 
Australia had experience in South Australia, Western 
Australia and Tasmania, before removing to Victoria, 
where he established a practice in Melbourne in 1902. 
In Western Australia, he occupied the position of As-
sistant Architect in the Department of Public Works 
and as well as being a Fellow of the Royal Institute of 
British Architects and a Fellow of the Royal Victorian 
Institute of Architects, was a Fellow of the South Aus-
tralian Institute of Architects. 

He was extremely versatile and was not only an 
able draughtsman, but an accomplished artist in water-
colours, many of his sketches in this medium depicting 
scenes in Perth and its vicinity when it was a much 
more primitive settlement than the city which meets the 
eye to-day. His designs were noted for considerable 
freedom, though he was more or less conservative and  

made no excursions into etherial regions, his great love 
of Nature tending to broaden the character of his work. 
He was, for a long time, a member of the Council of 
the Institute, did duty as a member of the Social and 
Literary Committee, was a member of the Board of 
Examiners of the R.V.I.A., and was a member of the 
quartette which formed the first Editorial Committee of 
the Journal, and which consisted of Messrs. Blamire 
Young, W. R. Butler, John Little and himself. 

He was, for many years, at the head of the Depart-
ment of Architecture of the Working Men's College, 
Melbourne, and among the younger members of the pro-
fession in Victoria are many who were among his stu-
dents and who owe their inspiration to him, his genial 
and kindly manner retaining them as friends. 

Some years ago, Colonel W. A. Henderson, C.M.G., 
D.S.O., V.D., F.R.I.B.A., F.R.V.I.A., joined him in 
partnership, a connection which endured to the day of 
his death. His exceedingly energetic nature induced 
him to embrace literary work in addition to his profes-
sional duties and as well as being an extensive contri-
butor to current technical literature, he was the author 
of a widely distributed work entitled "Australian Domes-
tic Architecture," a second edition of which has been 
published recently. 

One of his last activities was the broadcasting over 
3AR of an address on "Our Architecture for 1929. 
What is it to be ?" An abstract of that was published 
in the issue of the Journal for May last. 

His passing away has created a gap in the ranks of 
Australian Architects and in the far too small band of 
artists, teachers and accomplished literary enthusiasts of 
the Commonwealth. To Mrs. Haddon we extend our 
heartfelt sympathy. 

THE JOURNAL 

The following note, regarding the Journal of the 
R.V.I.A. is published in the July number of "Archi-
tecture," the Journal of the New South Wales Institute: 

"We extend to our Victorian friends the heartiest 
of congratulations on the great improvement they 
have effected in their journal. 'Improvement' is 
hardly putting the matter high enough—the new jour-
nal seems to be hardly related at all to its predecessor. 
The question now is, what is `Architecture' going to  

do about it? Well, presumably with our next volume 
we shall have to try to get ahead of Victoria, but 
they have set us no light task. Here's the best of 
good wishes to them, anyway !" 

We take this opportunity of expressing many thanks 
for the kindly wishes of our New South Wales friends in 
our endeavours to improve the standard of our Journal. 
Many other eulogistic letters have been received on the 
subject. 
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The R.V.I.A. Victorian Street Architecture 
Medal, 1929 

(Extracts from the Examining Jury's Report) 

THE Jury felt a peculiar pleasure in approaching 
its task, inasmuch as the object of its delibera-
tions, namely, the selection of the building to 

receive the first medal for Street Architecture awarded 
in Australia—was an event marking another forward 
step in the campaign of the R.V.I.A. for the increase of 
public interest in good building. 

As architects, we feel deeply the proud responsibility 
enjoyed by members of our profession as sponsors of 
the city buildings which form possibly the most im-
portant visible expression of a city's individuality and 
attractions. 

This feeling of responsibility has for many years in-
fluenced the activities of the R.V.I.A., and its most 
recent expression is the decision of that body to examine 
annually buildings completed during the past five years 
in the State of Victoria and to award a medal for the 
design of a building of exceptional merit. 

The objects of the award are twofold:— 

Firstly, that buildings which notably contribute to the 
civic beauty and architecture of the cities of this State 
should be publicly singled out and acknowledged, in 
order that universal appreciation of their good qualities 
and emulation of their characteristics may be encour-
aged, and that through this means a widespread sense 
of civic responsibility may be developed and fostered 
in the architects and citizens of our State, and in those 
who father or direct our building projects. If .de-
veloped, such a sense would greatly assist the co-opera-
tion between building owners and architects that is so 
essential if structures of extreme beauty as well as in-
ternal efficiency are to be produced. To achieve this 
object it has been determined that an inscribed tablet 
will be affixed to the selected building at a public cere-
mony. 

The second object of the award is that due recogni-
tion by his fellow practitioners and fellow citizens may 
be made of the high achievement of the architect respon-
sible for a building deemed worthy of this award; and 
that architects may be spurred on to a constant endeavour 
towards a high ideal of beauty in civic architecture. 

To encourage this second objective it has been de-
termined that a bronze medal suitably inscribed will be 
awarded to the architect, thus marking appreciation of  

his public service and his exceptional professional 
ability. 

Coupled with the foregoing considerations the Jury 
held the belief that the award should be of an exclu-
sive nature, only to be bestowed on a work of a very 
high order of merit, and it is with pleasure that we are 
able to record that several buildings were considered 
worthy of serious consideration for the award. 

During our deliberations the difficulties of assessing 
the merits of buildings varying in size, material, massing 
and purpose were encountered. It was felt that the 
qualities to be expected in the selected building should 
include suitability to the site, good scale and propor-
tions in the mass, sincerity in purpose and materials, 
the display of good taste and scholarship in the design, 
mouldings, and ornament, colour and texture and 
finally, the achieving of the elusive quality of dignity 
and individuality in the ensemble. 

After full discussion, a building was selected which 
we believe incorporated many of these qualities and we 
have pleasure in recording that by a unanimous vote it 
was recommended that the Medal for Street Architecture 
should be awarded to 

Francis House, 
107 Collins Street, Melbourne. 

Architects: Messrs. W. A. M. Blackett & W. B. 
Forster, F. and A., R.V.I.A. 

237 Collins Street, Melbourne. 

It is recommended that the design of the plaque to 
be attached to the building shall be the subject of a 
competition, open to members and students of the 
Institute." 

(Sgd.) P. A. -OAKLEY, Chairman. 

F. K. CHEETHAM 
L. BERNARD HALL 
P. B. HUDSON 
G. R. KING 
A. R. LA GERCHE 
W. O. MCCUTCHEON 
Louis R. WILLIAMS 

John B. Islip, Secretary. 
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Members' 

Mr. Charles Edward Serpell (F.) 

NEWLY ELECTED FELLOW 

MR. CHAS. EDWARD SERPELL (F.), who was ad-
vanced to full membership as a Fellow on July 8, was 
articled to the late Mr. E. W. M. Crouch (F.) in 1897 
and attended the classes in Architecture, Building Con-
struction, Perspective, etc., at the Working Men's Col-
lege, Melbourne, also attended lectures on Architecture 
at the Melbourne University. From 1901 to 1921 he 
was draughtsman and general assistant to Messrs. Sydney 

Section 
Smith (F.) and Ogg (F.), joining that firm as a partner 
in 1921. The firm has executed extensive works in the 
city of Melbourne and suburbs and also in the provinces. 

In 1901 he gained the Silver Medal of the R.V.I.A. 
for Design, passed the Institute Examination in 1920, 
and was elected an Associate in the following year. 
For several years he attended "Life Classes" conducted 
by Mr. Douglas Richardson, an exhibiting member of 
the Victorian Artists' Society, and in 1927 visited the 
U.S.A. and Canada for the purpose of studying the 
latest developments in Architectural matters in those 
countries. 

NEWLY ELECTED ASSOCIATES 

MR. THOMAS J. POWER (A.), who was elected an 
Associate on July 8, 1929, was articled to Mr. Solon A. 
Peck for five years in 1922. He attended the classes in 
Architecture and Building Construction at the Working 
Men's College, Melbourne, and qualified in all grades. 
In 1926 he attended the Swinburne Technical College 
for the study of Engineering Construction and has, since 
1927, been associated with the firm of Peck & Kemter 
in the designing and supervising of the erection of 
several large office and domestic buildings. In 1928 
he passed the full examination of the R.V.I.A., having 
been one of the youngest men to pass that examination. 

MR. ARTHUR C. COLLINS (A.), who was elected an 
Associate on July 8 last, qualified in the full time "Dip-
loma Course" in Architecture, at the Gordon Institute 
of Technology, Geelong. He studied for three years at 
the Melbourne University Atelier of Architecture, gain-
ing the "Diploma of Architectural Design." He had 
experience with Messrs. J. & H. G. Kirkpatrick, Archi-
tects, of Melbourne, and from 1925 to 1929 was 
draughtsman in the Department of Public Works, Mel-
bourne. In 1927 he was appointed Demonstrator at the 
University Architectural Atelier, was awarded the Grice 
Bronze Medal for excellence of work at the Atelier and 
passed the R.V.I.A. Examination in that year. He is 
a Past-President of the Architectural Students' Society 
and is now Vice-President of that Society. 

Miss A. G. MARWICK (A.) , who has been travelling 
the British Isles and the Continent during the past 
eighteen months, intends returning to Australia at the 
end of the current year. Miss Marwick's homeward 
voyage will embrace a tour across America. 

MR. H. J. KERB.—The friends of Mr. H. J. Kerr 
(F.) will be sorry to hear that he is again indisposed; 
we all wish him a speedy recovery. 

MR. W. A. DRUMMOND.—Mr. Drummond (F.) has 
left Melbourne for a trip to Manilla and the Philippines. 

A young Associate member, recently elected, has en-
quired regarding opportunities of becoming associated 
as a junior partner with a firm of Architects. Any 
members who may be interested in this matter are re-
quested to communicate with the Secretary. 
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Mr. Thomas J. Power (A.) 

 

Mr. A. C. Collins (A.) 

  

Board of Architectural Education 
R.V.I.A. SILVER MEDAL COMPETITION 

Subject—A Repertory 

W ITH the object of stimulating interest in matters 
or Art and Repertory Theatre work, the asses-
sors of this competition, Messrs. R. B. Hamilton 

(A.) and F. J. C. Sale (A.), conceived the idea of 
setting as the subject a Centre of Art in the form of a 
theatre, club rooms and art gallery. The conditions 
provided that the building should be suitable for a 
city such as Melbourne, and be erected on a site such 
as the Domain. 

Competitors were required to design a theatre to seat 
1000 people on two levels only, with provision for 
dressing rooms, orchestra, cloak rooms, foyer and lava-
tory accommodation, etc., of suitable sizes in proportion 
to the requirements of the building. Provision was 
made in the conditions for an art gallery of 2000 square 
feet and a library of 600 square feet, also rooms to be 
used for a men's club, with lounge, smoke and card 
rooms, bar, offices and lavatory accommodation. A 
lounge for women with suitable conveniences was also 

Theatre and Art Centre 

provided for in the conditions. Other features were 
secretarial offices and caretaker's quarters. No provision 
was made for any form of restaurant or dining room 
accommodation. The matters of plans, elevations, sec-
tions, details and scale of drawings were left entirely 
to the discretion of competitors. 

Candidates were required to prepare an esquisse of 
the subject in accordance with the regulations between 
the hours of 10 a.m. and 6 p.m. on Saturday, 15th 
December, 1928, following which they were given until 
4th April to complete their drawings. While com-
petitors were permitted to obtain criticism in developing 
their designs, the conditions stipulated that there was 
not to be any material departure from the design pre-
pared "en loge." 

The competition for the Silver Medal is open to all 
members and students of the Institute, students attend-
ing the University of Melbourne, and pupils who are 
serving or who have served articles with a member of 

62 



JOURNAL OF THE ROYAL VICTORIAN INSTITUTE OF ARCHITECTS 

the Institute, and who are under the age of thirty years. 
The subject for the 1929 competition did not include 

a restrictive limitation in cost, but the conditions re-
quired reasonable economy in planning, design, con-
struction, and materials. It was necessary for each 
candidate to furnish a report in form similar to one 
that would be sent to a client, showing details of how 
the estimate of cost was arrived at and a brief descrip-
tion of materials and construction. 

The judging of the designs submitted was based on 
the number of marks obtained. To enable a competitor 
to obtain first prize in this competition, he had to 
succeed in obtaining not less than 60 per cent. in each 
of the following, arid at least 75 per cent. of the total 
number of marks allotted: (a) Design; (b) Construc-
tion; (c) Draughtsmanship. The maximum number 
of marks obtainable under each of the above headings 
was: (a) Design and Plan, 60; (b) Construction, 20; 
(c) Draughtsmanship, 20. 

The winner of the first prize in any previous R.V.I.A.` 
Silver Medal Competition was not eligible to compete 
in that competition in succeeding years. It is neces-
sary for candidates for Associateship, and who sit for 
the Institute's examination, to submit drawings in this  

competition, the drawings to be submitted at any time 
prior to admission to membetship of the Institute. 

The Institute's silver medal and a special prize valued 
at £3/3/- was awarded to Mr. Ronald Bennett Duncan 
for the design submitted by him in the 1929 competi-
tion, and which is reproduced in this issue of the Jour-
nal. In commenting on Mr. Duncan's design, the 
Assessors stated that the plan, which was "grouped on 
the court-yard principle, was well balanced, having 
the various units of accommodation conveniently placed!. 
for their use in separate compartments. If anything, the 
entrances to the Art Gallery and the Library were a 
little indirect. The placing and proportions of the 
entrance foyer and the stair hall were well handled, as 
were also the levels in the general approach to the 
auditorium. The general disposition of the corridor 
and the escape stairs in relation to the stage and the 
auditorium was direct and well planned. The shape 
of the auditorium was in accordance with the best 
practice. A notable feature of the design was its broad 
and dignified handling, and its close relation to the 
original esquisse. The presentation and draughtsman-
ship were of a high standard, but further drawings 
might have been provided to advantage." 

THE UNIVERSITY OF MELBOURNE ARCHITECTURAL ATELIER 

T the opening of the exhibition of work of the 
students and members of the Atelier, which was 
opened on May 6th by Mr. W. A. M. Blackett, 

President of the R.V.I.A. Mr. F. K. Cheetham (A.), 
who, in the absence of the Director of the Atelier [Mr. 
L. F. Irwin (F.)], is Acting Director, outlined the 
objects of the institution and gave detailed information 
regarding its work during the year. (As much of this 
matter has already been published in the illustrated 
"Bulletin" which was distributed among those who 
attended, it is not necessary to repeat it here, and in 
this issue attention is confined to remarks which do not 
appear therein) . 

In his address, the Acting Director eulogised Mr. 
Irwin, drawing attention to his untiring efforts and the 
enormous interest which he took in the movement; he 
also pointed out that the importance of this activity 
could not be expected to be apparent immediately; it 
will be only after years of application that his services 
to the profession will be fully appreciated. He stated 
that the number of students is steadily increasing, being 
now more than seventy, which—if the classes in free 
drawing be included—would be increased to eighty. 
During the year, the assistance of Messrs. R. O. Ellis, 
M. Norris and K. Mackay had been obtained. He re-
marked that the policy of making inspections of Archi-
tectural works of particular interest and of out-door 
sketching had been maintained and a tribute was paid 
to the different Architects and others who had assisted 
the Atelier as without such assistance it would have 
been almost impossible to have carried on. With the 
exception of the Bronze Medal, the usual prizes and 

awards had been made, but it had been considered 
that in spite of the high standard of the work which 
was exhibited on the screens, it was wise to with-hold 
that for the Bronze Medal as that, being an award of 
real worth is not to be given unless well earned. 

The effect of the work which has been done and of 
the study accorded to the various subjects which have 
been under consideration during the year is gradually 
becoming apparent and the educational standard re-
quired for admission to the profession is being accorded 
prominent attention, as cases are continually being 
brought under notice in which difficulties have been 
experienced by students owing to their failure to com-
plete the necessary preliminary education. He therefore 
uttered a warning to parents of children who are about 
to study Architecture, that definite primary education is 
necessary on the part of a student, before it is possible 
for him to be allowed to sit for the examination quali-
fying students to enter the profession. 

He thanked the R.V.I.A. and members for their sus-
tained interest during the year and emphasised the fact 
that above all, the chief asset of the Atelier, is the real 
enthusiasm of the students. The amount of effort and 
thought devoted to their work, would, he considered, 
evoke surprise among many Architects who are not well 
acquainted with the activities of the concern. Although 
the pace is strenuous and the casualties high, he con-
siders the result achieved worth it all. With the estab-
lishing of a degree in Architecture, the activities of the 
movement are being steadily increased and enlarged 
and it will probably shortly reach a stage at which 
fundamental changes will become imperative. 
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R.V. I. A. Silver Medal Competition 
(First Premiated Design by Mr. R. B. Duncan) 

A REPERTORY THEATRE AND ART CENTRE 
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Competitions 
ROYAL INSTITUTE OF BRITISH 

ARCHITECTS 
A list of the competitions organised and prizes of-

fered by the R.I.B.A. for the current year is posted at 
the office of the R.V.I.A., 53-55 Collins Place, Mel-
bourne, C.1. 

Any further information needed may be obtained on 
application to the Secretary, Mr. J. B. Islip. 

N.S.W. ANZAC MEMORIAL 

Members are notified that a competition for designs 
for the New South Wales Anzac Memorial will be 
launched at the end of July. The estimated cost of the 
Memorial is £75,000. Full information may be ob-
tained on application to the Secretary. 

Display of Building Materials 
Electrical Fittings 

A the present time the electric light is a very im-
portant means of illumination both for internal 
and external use and it may be utilised in a variety 

of ways, the source of illumination being either exhibited 
or concealed. The fittings in use for street lighting 
call for a certain amount of uniformity notwithstanding 
that at times, an unusual pattern of fitting by means 
of which the light may be directed to some particular 
point or which will enable it to be placed in such a 
position as will admit of the rays being thrown along 
a dark lane or street may be adopted. In the case of 
domestic lighting, however, the conditions are different; 
in many instances the provision of lights at entrance 
gates is a necessity and exceptionally attractive lamps 
which are very suitable for this particular form of illum-
ination are procurable. In doorways and on verandahs, 
lamps appropriate to and in harmony with the door or 
the building may be the means of transforming the light 
into a characteristic feature instead of allowing it to  

remain merely an item of utility, and that with manifest 
advantage to the property. 

For interior illumination, one's choice is almost un-
limited ; possibly foremost in originality are stained 
glass lamps which may be obtained in a variety of forms 
and in colours which match and harmonise with the 
furnishings of an apartment, thus adding distinct char-
acter and individuality to a home. By means of other 
fittings, a light of exceptionally high candle power may 
be so diffused as to practically eliminate shadows and 
so render special lights for reading and other occupa-
tions unnecessary. In cases in which one special light 
only is required in a room, small fittings in the form 
of brackets may be placed where they are likely to be 
needed. When reading lamps are desired, fittings of 
wood, metal, glass or earthenware assist in the furnish-
ing of a room and in addition, impart character to it 
and they also possess the great advantage of being avail-
able for use in any position that may be convenient. 
Samples of the above mentioned fittings may be seen in 
great variety on the Display Floors. 

EXHIBITION OF MODEL HOME EQUIPMENT 

THIS exhibition, which was opened by the Right 
Honourable the Lord Mayor of Melbourne, Coun-
cillor Harold Luxton, J.P., on Monday, 27th May 

last, remained open to the public free of charge from 
10 a.m. till 10 p.m. during the remainder of the week, 
there were also in attendance Dr. Argyle (Acting Pre-
mier and Minister of Health) and the Hon. H. I. 
Cohen, K.C., M.L.C. (Minister of Education) . 

The exhibition was organised by the Allied Societies' 
Trust, and was held in the Allied Societies' Building, 
Collins Place. As a means of placing the various ap-
pointments of the modern home in a commanding posi-
tion and bringing them properly before the public, the 
exhibition proved a huge success as during its currency,  

a careful estimate of the attendance placed the number 
at more than 17,000. 

The usual exhibits which occupy the Display Floors 
permanently, were supplemented by a large number of 
others and the display included practical demonstra-
tions of many of the conveniences which are, at the 
present day, considered essential for the conducting of 
a domestic establishment upon the most approved 
modern lines. The various applications of the electric 
current occupied a prominent place in the exhibition and 
the different details pertaining to the use of gas for 
providing the many services of the home for the 
prosecution of which heat is necessary, were brought 
clearly before those who attended. 
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So great was the popularity of the demonstrations, that 
upon each day the floor space was rather inconveniently 
crowded, which was sufficient to show that if proper 
efforts to interest people in these matters be made, they 
will become not only interested, but also highly educated 
regarding the many directions in which modern science 
can reduce domestic labour and at the same time, con-
tribute to the comfort of the human race. 

On each evening, there were lectures delivered in the 
Kelvin Hall of the Allied Societies' Building, and 
each of these dealt with a subject associated with the 
"home," these covering the fields relating to domestic 
labour, the furnishing of the home, appropriate schemes 
of colour and decoration for different apartments, the 
lighting and heating of a house, the conditions of living 
which obtain at the present time and kindred subjects. 

The Library 

BUILDING SCIENCE ABSTRACTS which are 
among the recent additions to the library, are com-
piled by the Building Research Station and pub-

lished in conjunction with the Institute of Builders 
(Lond.). All the important articles appearing through-
out the world relating to building are abstracted and 
published in this periodical arranged under twelve head-
ings. 'Within these will be found abstracts of papers, 
and at the end of each section are references to books 
and patents. Publication is monthly. 

ADDITIONS TO CATALOGUE 
690 BUILDING 
690.5 Periodicals. 

Building science abstracts. Lond. 
N.S. vol. 2—: 1929— 8vo. Lond. 1929. 

692.9 Building laws, etc. 
Swarbrick, J. 

Easements of light: the depreciation in value of 
property due to high buildings. pam. 8vo. 
Manch. [ 1929] 

693 Masonry, etc. 
Davidson, E. A. 

Drawing for bricklayers, etc. 8vo. Lond. [1872) 
Drawing for stonemasons, etc. 8vo. Lond. {n.d.) 

710 TOWN AND CITY PLANNING. 

South Australia Government. Report of the town plan-
ner 1922/3-1924/5 : 1926/7— pam. fo. Adel. 
1923— 

720. ARCHITECTURE 
720.3 Dictionaries, etc. 

Stuart, R. 
Dictionary of architecture, etc. 3 vols. 8vo. Lond. 

[n.d.) 
720.5 Periodicals. 

Architectural record. 

Vol. 65 (no. 4)—(1929)— 4o. N.Y. 1929 
720.8 General. 

Cram and Ferguson 

Work of Cram and Ferguson, architects: including 
work by Cram, Goodhue, and Ferguson, etc. 
fo. N.Y. 1929 

721.79 Acoustics. 
Sabine, W. C. 

Collected papers on acoustics. 8vo. Camb. 1927 

723 Mediaeval. 
Hammett, R. W. 

Romanesque architecture of Western Europe, Italy, 
France, Spain, Germany, and England. fo. 
N.Y. 1927 

724 Modern. 

[Alteration] 

Rumler, E. 
Le Style Louis XIV, XV, XVI, etc. fo. 3 vols. 

1914 
740 DRAWING, etc. 

Davidson, E. A. 

Drawing for machinists and engineers. 8vo. Lond. 
{1870] 

AUSTRALIAN COMMONWEALTH 
ENGINEERING STANDARDS ASSOCIATION 

Paints and Varnishes 
The Institute Council has appointed Mr. Louis R. 

Williams (F.) to represent the R.V.I.A. on the Paint 
and Varnish Sectional Committee of the Australian Com-
monwealth Engineering Standards' Association. 

66 



The Architects' Registration Board of Victoria 
REPORT FOR YEAR 1928 

(Submitted to the Hon. the Minister for Public Works) 

THE Board has the honour to report that during the 
 year ten meetings of the Board have been held. 
The names of forty-five new applicants have been 

added, and fourteen names of registered architects have 
been removed from the Register, making a total of four 
hundred and ninety-nine (499) Registered Architects. 

An examination for admittance to the Register was 
held by the Board in November, at which one candidate 
sat and passed. 

The surplus of receipts over expenditure amounted to 
£139/6/11, as shown in the balance sheet, forwarded 
herewith, and make, together with surpluses brought 
forward from former years, a total of £566/19/8, of 
which £435 is deposited at interest in the State Savings 
Bank, pending a reply to the request of the Board that 
this Surplus Fund should be allocated to the purposes 
of Architectural Education. 

During the year a careful study has been made of the 
Registration Acts of New South Wales, Queensland, and 
Western Australia, and of the bills before the legisla-
ture in South Australia and Tasmania, and the Acts of 
New Zealand and the South African Union have also 
been perused and studied, and we feature below a few 
interesting points in regard to the Acts and Bills of our 
various Australian States. 

In New South Wales the annual registration fee is 
£3/3/-. The word "Architect" cannot be used except 
by a Registered Architect, and the whole of the surplus 
funds of the Board are used for the advancement of 
architectural teaching and training. 

In Western Australia the word "Architect" cannot be 
used except by a registered man. The annual registra-
tion fee is a sum not exceeding £3/3/-, and the surplus 
moneys of the Board belong to the Board for whatever 
purpose it chooses. 

In Queensland the word "Architect" cannot be used 
except by a registered man, and the surplus funds of the 
Board have to be devoted by the Board to the advance-
ment of architecture. 

In South Australia the bill before the Parliament pro-
vides an annual registration fee of £2/2/-. The word 
"Architect" cannot be used except by a registered man, 
and the surplus funds are payable to the Government, 
but must be devoted by the Government to the support-
ing of a Chair of Architecture at their University. 

In Tasmania, in the Bill before Parliament, the word 
"Architect" can only be used by a registered man. The 
President of the Institute is the President of the Regis-
tration Board, and so far the fees for registration and 
the annual fee have not been determined. 

In New Zealand the position is somewhat different, 
as the act providing for the incorporation of the New 

Zealand Institute of Architects is a Federal body, and 
the act is administered jointly by the Government and 
the Institute Council. 

In South Africa the word "Architect" cannot be used 
except by a registered man, and in this case also the 
Act providing for registration also provides for the in-
corporation of the Institute of Architects of South 
Africa. 

The Board, some time ago, approached the Minister 
with the request for certain amendments of the Act, 
including the excising of the word "Registered" and the 
allocation of any surplus funds for purposes of Archi-
tectural Education. Also the Board suggested increasing 
the registration. fees from £1//- to £3/3/- in order 
that substantial assistance might be given to the pro-
posed Chair of Architecture at the Melbourne Univer-
sity and the advancement of Architectural Education. 

In urging these amendments, it is pointed out that 
under the Victorian Act, Architects suffer severe dis-
abilities in that whilst a Victorian architect cannot prac-
tise or engage in architectural work in New South 
Wales, Queensland, West Australia and South Africa, 
without being registered in these States, there is nothing 
in the Victorian Act to prevent any of the Architects 
of other States, or anyone else, from practising in Vic-
toria as an Architect without being registered, and owing 
to this weakness in the Victorian Act, reciprocity between 
the Registration Boards of the various States, which is 
only reasonable and is most desirable, is impracticable. 

The Board holds that the omission of the word "Reg-
istered" would entail no injustice to anyone not qualified 
for registration, as this would not prevent any person 
carrying out building work, provided he did not call 
himself an architect,. and the public would be more 
effectively protected if they knew that only qualified 
men were enabled to practise under the title of 
Architect. 

Briefly, Victoria, so far as we can ascertain by a study 
of the Acts and Bills, is the only State where the word 
"Architect" can be used by any person, and is the only 
State where a Registered Architect has to term himself 
a "Registered Architect," and is the only State in which 
the surplus funds of the Board are not definitely used 
for the advancement of Architectural training and 
education. 

EDWARD A. BATES, Chairman. 
WM. M. CAMPBELL, Registrar. 

(A copy of this report has been forwarded to every 
Member of Parliament and the Board has interviewed 
the Minister of Public Works regarding the matter. He 
has promised to give it consideration and to place the 
case before the Cabinet.) 
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Proceedings of General Meeting of the Institute 
Held on Monday, 30th May, 1929, at 8 p.m. 

The President [Mr. W. A. M. Blackett (F.)) occupied 
the Chair. 

Minutes 

The Secretary (Mr. J. B. Islip) read the minutes of 
the meeting held on Monday, 15th April, and on the 
motion of Messrs. K. A. Henderson (F.), and P. B. 
Hudson (F.) , the minutes were confirmed. 

Apologies 
The Chairman: I have one rather extraordinary 

apology for non-attendance to make for Mr. W. M. 
Campbell, our Hon. Secretary; a very rare occurrence. 
He is away in the country. 

Death of Mr. Robert j. Haddon 
The Chairman: It is with extreme regret that I have 

to announce to the Institute the loss of Mr. Robert J. 
Haddon, a Fellow of the Royal Institute of British 
Architects, and a Fellow of this Institute, and for some 
time a member of Council. At various times our late 
colleague gave very fine service to the Institute, and 
during his lifetime, to Architecture as a profession. Mr. 
Haddon took a great interest in Nature and did much 
work in water colours and various forms of craft work. 
I knew him from the days in which I was a student 
and I had every opportunity of ascertaining and ap-
preciating his very sterling and fine character. On 
behalf of the Council a telegram and a letter of sym-
pathy have been sent to his widow, expressing our very 
great regret at his comparatively early demise. I would 
ask you, gentlemen, to stand for a minute as a mark of 
respect to our late colleague. 

Election as Fellows of the R.I.B.A. 

The Chairman: I have pleasure in announcing that 
two of our Fellows, Messrs. L. F. Irwin and R. K. 
Stevenson, have been elected Fellows of the Royal In-
stitute of British Architects. (Applause.) 

R.V.I.A. Silver Medal Competition, 1929 

The Chairman: Our most important prize for students, 
as everyone knows, is the Institute's silver medal. The 
drawings which have been submitted in the 1929 com-
petition are here on view to-night and the adjudicators 
have awarded the first prize to Mr. Robert Bennett Dun-
can, to whom later I will have the honour of presenting 
the certificate and the prize. It is of interest to note 
that the subject set was a Repertory Theatre and Art 
Centre, and to-night we have with us Mr. Thomas 
Brentnall, the vice-president of the Melbourne Repertory 
Theatre Society, who I feel sure would like to express 

his opinion on the competition and the designs sub-
mitted. This competition has, in a way, focussed at-
tention on what we consider is a need for some recog-
nition of that form of Art, because after all, though the 
Governments of Australia have given a great deal to 
help the exhibition of plastic and pictorial Art, they 
have not, to my knowledge, ever done anything practical 
to assist in the creation of, say, a typical Australian 
drama, which after some time might have a chance if 
a subsidised theatre were founded or if even a building 
alone were erected. In making this presentation, Mr. 
Duncan, I would say that I do so with the greatest 
pleasure and on behalf of the Institute, I extend to you 
our heartiest congratulations on your very fine work. 

Mr. R. B. Duncan: Mr. Duncan, in responding, ex-
pressed his thanks for the honour which had been 
accorded him, and said that he trusted that he would be 
forgiven for not speaking at greater length, as he felt 
quite overcome. He thought that the credit for what 
he had learned should be given to the University Atelier 
of Architecture, as his success was entirely due to the 
training which he had received at that institution and 
the knowledge gained thereat ; but for that, he would 
not have been in the position of being called upon to 
say anything at all. 

Mr. Thos. Brentnall: I was very much interested in 
the subject of the competition, being the vice-president 
of the Melbourne Repertory Theatre Society. My first 
thought when I looked round to-night at the various 
drawings was that if I were a millionaire, I would give 
an order straight away to some member of your pro-
fession to take in hand the building of one of these 
designs for the Repertory Theatre. It is one of the 
things that we have had in our minds for a long time, 
but, as your President has remarked, unfortunately the 
Government does not—has not in the past at any 
rate—do anything to encourage art of that description. 
It contributes very liberally in other directions, but so 
far as the three sister arts of architecture, the drama and 
music are concerned our Government keeps a very tight 
pocket. I am interested more particularly in music and 
dramatic art, and therefore I can speak feelingly. We 
are trying to raise the standard of dramatic work, 
especially dramatic work, such as can be compassed by 
a small Repertory company. I venture to say that our 
productions last year were quite as good as, and in some 
cases I think better than, any professional productions 
of the same works that I have seen. Of course, we 
have to confine ourselves only to certain standards of 
work, but I venture to say they have been done with 
great credit to the performers and also to the fine taste 
exhibited by the general public concerning music and 
art. We hear all kinds of things said derogatory to 
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Melbourne's musical and artistic taste, but I do not 
believe that at all. I attended at the Town Hall a few 
Saturdays ago when the most appreciative audience I 
have ever seen filled the hall. That means that what is 
produced appeals to a class of people who appreciate 
good music if they can get it at a price which they can 
afford and that is the whole secret. For our last four 
repertory productions we have had increasing audiences, 
each one better than the last. 

Mr. R. B. Hamilton (A.): On behalf of myself and 
Mr. F. J. C. Sale (A.), the assessors in this competition, 
I would just like to say a word or two on our views of 
the competition as it has turned out. This year has 
been a distinct departure from previous years, in as 
much as the competitors had to sit "en loge" and sub-
mit an esquisse, and we were particularly interested in 
seeing the result of that arrangement. Although the 
numbers were reduced to three designs from eleven 
who sat in the original "en loge" we thought the result 
was more than justified by the fact that one of those 
three designs was considered worthy of the award of 
the silver medal. It was distinctly of a higher order 
than a majority of those which have been submitted in 
previous years, and whilst not altogether perfect we 
considered it well worthy of being awarded this medal. 
I think it speaks highly for the new system. This par-
ticular design if examined in conjunction with the 
"esquisse" which was done in a matter of eight hours 
shows the initial grip which Mr. Duncan had of his 
subject when he laid out his plan and general scheme 
and afterwards developed it as he has done. A glimpse 
of the two plans will show the similarity and the fact 
that he had quite a master grip of the whole subject, 
and that he carried it right through from his initial 
conception of it. That was really the outstanding fea-
ture that struck us. Altogether we were very apprecia-
tive of the work and we were very glad indeed that 
we were able to award the medal. We were rather 
disappointed that more of the eleven did not send in 
designs. The second design, though quite a worthy 
effort, was not quite up to the standard one would 
expect, and therefore we considered it wise not to make 
any other award. The third design did not compare 
with the other two. Still it was an attempt on the part 
of somebody to enter this competition which we hope 
in future will be much more popular and will be at-
tempted by more than has been the case this time. I 
may say that the idea of the subject was promoted by 
a circular which was issued some twelve or eighteen 
months ago by a visiting Repertory expert who was in 
charge of the Repertory Society when he was here. He 
issued a rather good circular, giving his ideas of the 
Repertory movement and setting out that Melbourne  

should possess a building of this type, the main feature 
of which would be that it would be a Repertory Theatre 
and grouped around it would be an Art Gallery with 
club rooms, both for men and women, and an Art 
Library. We thought the idea was a worthy one and 
a very fit subject for such a competition. That is really 
what prompted the idea, and I think the solution sub-
mitted by Mr. Duncan is quite a happy one. 

R.I.B.A. Tite Prize Competition, 1928 

The Chairman: The Institute last year provided for 
the first time facilities for our younger members and 
students to engage in the R.I.B.A. Tite Prize Competi-
tion, and the designs submitted by three finalists from 
Victoria are exhibited here to-night. The design sub-
mitted by Mr. J. F. D. Scarborough (A.) was awarded 
honourable mention, and that award in the Tite Prize 
is a very great distinction because the competition was 
open to the architects of the whole British Empire. I 
think we should be very pleased that a member of ours 
has received so high an honour. (Applause.) 

Mr. Scarborough: It is very good indeed of you to 
show such recognition in the way you have done. I 
think perhaps I had a pull over the other two finalists 
in Victoria. We were in it together at the University 
doing the "esquisse" and afterwards we worked en-
tirely on independent lines, but I think I had an advan-
tage over them in so far that I had been an aspirant 
before, not on the same subject, of course, but it had 
been a competition for the Tite prize, and that very 
probably brought about the little extra knowledge which 
enabled me to gain the award of honourable mention. 
The whole thing was exceedingly interesting and I 
think that the three of us kept fairly closely to our 
esquisse. The last time the competition was held an 
esquisse was not required. That was quite an innova-
tion which was brought about for the first time last 
year. I think 144 candidates originally sat for the pre-
liminary competition, but those numbers were very con-
siderably reduced in the final competition. Excellent 
experience is gained by entering the competition, and 
I can thoroughly recommend it to anyone. I thank you 
gentlemen for your kindness. 

Land Values 

The Chairman then invited Mr. E. M. Purdy, Pre-
sident of the Real Estate Association of Victoria, to 
deliver a lecture on "Land Values as affecting the 
Architect," the publication of which had been arranged 
for inclusion in the July issue of the Journal. 

(The Lecture, with Discussion thereon, will be found 
in another part of the Journal.) 
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