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NORTH ENTRANCE TO OLD TEMPLE COURT 	 PHOTO BY J. H. HARVEY 

Who was Shakespeare's Architect? 
"When we mean to build, 

We first survey the plot,. then draw the m. odel; 
And when we see the figure of the  house, 
Then must we rate the cost of the erection; 
Which if we find outweighs ability 
What do we then but draw anew the model 
In fewer offices, or at last desist 
To build at all? Much more, in this great work, 
Which is almost to pluck a kingdom down 
And set another up. Should we survey 
The plot of situation and the model, 
Consent upon a sure foundation, 
Question surveyors, know our own estate, 
How able such a work to undergo, 
To weigh against his opposite; or else 
We fortify in paper and in figures, 
Using the names of men instead of men; 
Like one that draws th'e model of a house 
Beyond his power to build it who half through, 
Gives o'er and leaves his part .created" cost 
A naked subject to the weeping clouds 
And waste for churlish winter's tyranny. 

This quotation from Henry IV., Part II., is a com-
parison between planning a rebellion and planning a 
house. This simile is detailed and elaborated and was 
evidently the work of one recently engaged in the build-
ing of " a house for himself ; obviously, the estimates 
were too high and the building had to be modified, the 
"offices" referring to the service wing. Actually, it 
has been found that the play from which the quota-
tion was made, was written at the time at which 
Shakespeare had bought New Place, which had been 
built by Sir Hugh Clopton, more than a century pre-
viously. After re-modelling and restoring the house, his 
expenditure being kept well within his fairly substantial 
means, the house remained in the possession of his de-
scendants until the end of the seventeenth century when 
the family died out in the direct line and by a strange 
irony of fate, passed by purchase to the descendants of 
the Sit Hugh Clopton who originally built it! The 
quotation is one which the readers of this Journal will 
find interesting for its aptness and realism. 

W.A.M.B. 
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Institute Question Night 

N extremely interesting and valuable feature of the 
proceedings of the general meeting of the Insti- 
tute, held on 15th April, was the discussion on 

several questions submited by members at the invitation 
of the Institute Council. The questions related to pro-
fessional practice, ethics and practical work. The de-
bates on the questions produced advice and information 
of considerable value and an abstract of the discussions 
is published hereunder:— 

TOWERS AND DOMES ON CITY BUILDINGS 

QUESTION i : Should there be any public control over 
the erection of towers and domes on city buildings ? 

Mr. W. O. McCutcheon (A.) : The question of towers 
on city buildings has been discussed in the press during 
the last few weeks, and I think that this discussion 
originated to some extent from the fact that two build-
ings recently completed have given Melbourne examples 
of tower architecture. Comparatively few examples of 
this feature exist here, and the projected tower of one 
of the buildings has aroused considerable interest among 
architects and laymen. I have been surprised to find 
that a good deal of opposition exists among both classes 
to a tower being erected on a commercial building. 
Some architects and a great many laymen are very keenly 
against the practice. I see no objection to a tower on 
a city building, provided that it does not obstruct light, 
and that there is some reasonable motive behind its 
erection. The question refers to "public control," but 
I do not know what that means, because control exists 
at present by means of a recently enacted regulation of 
the City Council. The Regulation specifically mentions 
"towers, domes, turrets or architectural ornaments." In 
my dealing with the Council, I find that its officials 
adhere very literally to those words. The reading they 
give to "architectural ornaments" is practically confined 
to an extended parapet, which must not extend over the 
whole of the side of the building. If the structure con-
cerned is not specifically a tower, dome or turret, it is 
confined to some projection or raising of the parapet, 
in the form of an ornamental feature. In connection 
with a building recently designed by my firm I desired 
to balance an unsightly roof structure, which was re-
quired for the lift machinery, with a similar structure 
at the other end of the building, clothing both in reas-
onable architectural garb, but this translation of the 
word "tower" was not acceptable to the City building 
surveyor, because the balancing structure was not ob-
viously a tower. If we had carried it up to 50 or 100 
feet, it would have been all right, but because it was 
only a mass to balance the roof structure required for 
the lift motors, and therefore only twenty or thirty feet  

high, it was not regarded as a tower. I quote that ex-
ample to show that the present control is very strict, in 
calling on the architect to comply accurately with the 
wording of the Building Act. I do not know whether 
there should be any form of control other than that 
exercised by the City Council ; I understand that at 
present the Institute, by means of a recently appointed 
advisory board of architectural design is offering advice 
to the City Council and to any other people who desire 
such advice concerning towers or other structures, but 
I do not understand how such a board can operate with 
any great success in dealing with public authorities. Its 
sphere must be limited to giving advice to architects or 
others carrying out building contracts who may submit 
matters of design to the Institute. Its scope therefore 
will be very limited. An arrangement that appeals to 
me as possibly worthy of consideration is, that when such 
structures are designed by architects—it is to be assumed 
generally with the idea of improving their buildings—
if the City Council could see its way to take a recom-
mendation from the board of the Institute, as a sort of 
guide to its (the Council's) approval or otherwise, a 
very useful relationship might be established. Few 
people will come voluntarily to the board, whilst if the 
matter is left as at present in the hands of the City 
Council or its officers, it will receive scant attention 
except in the way of administering the Building Act 
literally as it stands. If in this way the City Council 
could utilise the advice of the board of this Institute, 
so far as the aesthetic side of the problem is concerned, 
it might be a most useful step. 

Mr. H. W. Tompkins (F.): What did the other erec-
tion on the building you mention consist of ? 

Mr. McCutcheon: We had to provide an erection 
above the flat height to house the lift motors, and as 
there was no lift motor accommodation necessary on the 
other side of the building in the corresponding position, 
we desired to erect there a structure under the heading 
of "Tower" as mentioned in the Building Act, to cor-
respond in architecture with the other. Otherwise the 
facade was unbalanced. We treated both in the same 
way, but we were compelled to have an unbalanced 
effect, either by taking the other structure up 50 feet 
in the form of an ornamental tower, or omitting it 
altogether. Its use was nil. It had merely a trap door 
into it, and it served no function whatever. It was just 
space, as happens in the form of a tower. 

Mr. J. W. Wright (A.) : There is nothing in the 
Regulations to say that anything under fifty feet is not 
a tower, or anything over it is a tower. 

Mr. McCutcheon: That was simply the personal opin-
ion of the city surveyor. He said it was not a tower 
because it was not high enough to be a tower. 
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The Chairman {Mr. W. A. M. Blackett (P.) : That 
raises the question--"When does a tower become a 
tower ?" It must not be used for any purpose other 
than the purpose it fulfils. Without some control, 
we might have a city with too many towers con-
flicting in their masses with other towers. It would 
be advisable, if permission could be given, for balancing 
features as suggested by Mr. McCutcheon, because very 
often those necessary additions to a building which are 
required to house the lift motors give unfortunately a 
unilateral effect. Probably in Mr. McCutcheon's build-
ing the balancing structure would have improved the 
peneral mass in proportion. This is one of those very 
difficult questions which must arise when we have a 
Building Act controlled by people who are aesthetically 
laymen. The board appointed by the Institute has no 
powers other than advisory. One remembers cities with 
many towers, such as Bruges, one of the most beautiful 
in the world, but those towers are only on important 
public buildings. Perhaps it might be easier to reserve 
towers for the most important architectural features of 
buildings which represent the State, or some other very 
important activity. If they are purely advertising struc-
tures or if they may be used for advertising, then I 
should think they ought to be interdicted. 

Mr. C. L. Cummings (A.) : This question was first 
brought to my attention in the press. Personally I do 
not think that we ought to have any further restrictions 
placed upon us. It is hard enough to design buildings 
under the present by-laws, without making them any 
tighter. I fail to see how, even if quite a number of 
ornamental towers did go up, they could do anything 
but help the skyline of the city and give it more in-
terest. In some of the cities abroad, in parts of New 
York and Chicago, where they have a height limit of 
say 80 or 100 feet, the effect produced is of box-like 
structures, entirely devoid of interest, and to walk along 
some of the streets is just like walking between two 
high garden walls with holes in them. Manhattan 
Island is an example of the effect that can be produced 
by a number of ornamental towers in close relation to 
one another. It really forms one big mass. 

The Chairman: You must remember that they are re-
latively very big. 

Mr. Cummings: Yes. At the same time the trunk of 
the building would be the same as the trunk of the 
building would be in Melbourne, but the tower can 
be put any height above the occupied portion of the 
building. 

The Chairman: I suppose there is no limit to the 
height of an ornamental tower if it is not used for any 
definite purpose? 

Mr. Tompkins: None whatever. 
Mr. Cummings: I think the principal difficulty re-

garding the skyline of Melbourne is the effect of the 
penthouse and the blank flanking walls. When we 
speak of going up 150 feet as they do in Sydney, my 
idea would be to step back from the 132 feet to 150 

feet, so that we might treat those flanking walls in some 
ornamental way. 

The Chairman: And tie in the buildings to 132 feet 
on the immediate front ? 

Mr. Cummings: Yes, what would go over that level 
and be seen, would be treated architecturally on four 
sides. I also think we should be given every facility 
for dealing with the actual penthouse. If the Institute 
of Architects does not make representations to the City 
Council in regard to this, I do not know who will. 
The Institute is the only body which could advise the 
City Council and carry any weight. 

The Chairman: Representations have already been 
made to the City Council. 

Mr. J. F. D. Scarborough (A.) : I remember when 
Selfridge's building was being erected in Oxford St., 
London, Sir John Burnett proposed a tower of about 
250 feet high and about 50 feet square at the base. It 
was designed with a great deal of architectural treat-
ment, but the restrictions put on towers by the London 
County Council prevented any use being made of it. 
It was very expensive, but Sir John was dealing with 
clients who did not mind spending money for the sake 
of effect. That is a case in point in which a large sum 
of money was spent on purely ornamental architecture 
owing to the restrictions laid down by the City authori-
ties. In 1925, in rather an obscure square in London, 
a very modern building was erected and faced almost 
entirely with yellow terra cotta. The building was so 
planned that the lift "over-run" came in such a position 
near the front that it could be treated as part of the 
facade. The effect was very good. There is not one 
lift "over-run" in Melbourne which can be considered 
as an ornamental feature. We might get over the dif-
ficulty of the lift "over-run," wherever that is possible, 
by adapting the plan to meet circumstances as they arise, 
and treating it as part of the elevation if such plan will 
in any way allow it. That is not always possible, par-
ticularly where the goods lifts are at the back of build-
ings, but this case in London was a very good example 
of what could be done where the lift "over-run" oc-
curred near the front. I think much more could be 
made of our penthouses on Melbourne buildings than 
is evident at present. 

Mr. E. H. J. Ziebell (A.) : Some American cities have 
a board which can advise on the design of public 
buildings. 

The Chairman: That is so, and the Committee we 
have instituted is based somewhat on the American 
model. It is only advisory, and so are most of the 
American Boards. In America they use a certain amount 
of moral suasion to secure their object. The city archi-
tect in Brisbane has wide powers. He has authority to 
direct the alteration of a design from the architectural 
point of view and not from the structural point of view 
only. This is a question regarding which your Coun- 
cil will always take care that the interests of the pro-
fession are conserved. 
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WORKMEN'S INSURANCE 

QUESTION 2: When building work is being carried 
out on commission, should the insurance of the builder's 
workmen be paid out of his . commission, or should it 
be a charge on construction? 

Mr. P. A. Oakley (F.) : When an architect is com-
missioned to carry out work on this basis, it is cost plus 
commission, which means that the owner or proprietor 
should pay the whole cost of erecting the building, and 
the builder's commission for that work should be added 
to the cost. To my mind, the insurance of the work-
men is just as much a part of the cost of the building 
as is the insurance of the building itself, or the payment 
of the wages of the workmen, or the cost of any 
material. 

The Chairman: I agree with you. It is not over-
head, like the administration of his own office. 

Mr. O. A. Yuncken (A.) : My firm has carried out a 
great deal of commission work and has always included 
insurance as a charge on the construction, and not only 
insurance but such things as the cartage of plant to and 
from the job, and the depreciation in plant. We regard 
the builder's commission as covering merely his general 
over-head and working expenses in the administration 
of his job, and his profit. I do not think that work-
men's compensation could by any stretch of the imagina-
tion be regarded in that light. 

Mr. A. R. Butler (A.) : I entirely agree with what has 
been said, but I rather suspect that a certain number of 
builders fail to make that as a charge. 

The Chairman: I have seen those charges go through 
and have always certified to them. 

Mr. A. S. Eggleston (F.) : It is usual to charge cartage 
to and from the job. There is also the question of 
repairs to tools, particularly in a stone job. I have 
always resisted those charges and said that the builder 
had to provide the plant and keep it in order. 

The Chairman: I have always thought that destruct-
ible plant was to be charged for; that is, where it was 
something that lost itself in the construction of the build-
ing, and could be legitimately charged against the build-
ing. In making up his price, a contractor would allow 
for that in the normal way. 

Mr. Wright: For instance, paint brushes have always 
been charged. 

The Chairman: In Sydney I learned that in the Syd-
new harbour bridge contract the Government is paying 
for all tools used on the bridge itself. This amounts to 
a considerable sum above the contract. That refers to 
all hand tools other than plant. I was told also that the 
loss of all sorts of hammers and other tools had been 
very considerable. The charge for workmen's compen-
sation is a fair and sound charge, just as much as that 
for any material. 

Mr. McCutcheon: I take it that every one under-
stands in contracts of that nature that all these things  

are clearly specified as to exactly what comes under the 
term of "plant" and so forth, and we have found con-
siderable difference in the commission charge, depend-
ing on the amount of plant that is allowed under the 
terms of the contract. We have found that it is a very 
good thing to allow tools of the nature mentioned by 
Mr. Eggleston to be provided as part of the cost of the 
job, because in many cases, particularly in stone work, 
clean, sharp and new tools make a great deal of differ-
ence in the amount of work which is got through by the 
workmen, and there is no question of the builder econ-
omising in tools at the expense of the rate of work. 

Mr. Yuncken: It might be possible to draw up con-
ditions of contract based on a commission job. It should 
be quite easy for the Council of the Institute to define 
specifically what is to be allowed for in a commission 
job, in which case any builder in offering his services 
for such a job would have a much clearer understanding 
of where he stood. 

The Chairman: We shall put that before the Council. 

Mr. Wright: I have had similar experiences myself. 

The Chairman: That is a most important issue, but 
it is getting away from the question before the Chair. 
The actual question is quite clear and the answer is 
quite clear, that the charge for workman's compensa-
tion and insurance should be paid by the building owner. 
I have never heard it put in any other way. 

SHEET GLASS 

QUESTION 3: Do any members of the Institute in 
letting building contracts specify "First quality British 
sheet glass" ? If so, are they sure they are supplied with 
glass in strict accordance with the specifications, par-
ticularly in view of the fact that glass of this quality was 
not imported into Australia prior to six or eight months 
ago? 

Mr. Butler: It appears to me that the position at pre-
sent is most peculiar. The glass merchants have assured 
me that they are in a very awkward situation, because 
glass of first quality (that is 21 ounce sheet glass) has 
not been generally imported into Australia, and third 
quality is the best that has been imported, at any rate 
since the war. 

The Chairman: First quality is usually specified. 

Mr. Butler: Yes. 

Mr. Tompkins: Are you speaking of English sheet 
glass ? 

Mr. Butler: Yes. As first quality is usually specified 
it is rather a shock to find that it has not been imported 
for so many years. A leading glass firm in Melbourne 
is now importing first quality, and its members tell me 
that they are in a very difficult position, because natur-
ally first quality is charged at a higher rate, and if they 
quote literally for first quality when asked by builders 
to quote first quality they find they do not get the job, 
because other merchants are still quoting for third qual- 
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ity, which everyone has been apparently in the habit for 
many years of accepting as first quality. They say that 
they would get no business if they quoted for real first 
quality. 

Mr. Tompkins: Are you sure they are not running 
in Belgian sheet glass on you ? 

Mr. Butler: I think they very often do that if they 
get half a chance. 

The Chairman: It is difficult to tell, because there are 
no brands on the glass. 

Mr. Butler: I do not think Belgian third quality is 
very much, if any, cheaper than the British third quality,. 
so that I do not think they gain much. 

Mr. Tompkins: The Belgians can produce and always 
have produced glass much cheaper than the British can. 

The Chairman: By a few pence per foot? 

Mr. Tompkins: Yes. 

The Chairman: It is difficult to know what glass one 
is getting. One cannot tell for sure but can ask for a 
certificate if that is worth anything. 

Mr. Butler: One firm has a representative here who 
is always ready to go round and advise whether we are 
getting the glass for which we have asked. 

The Chairman: Can any architect tell? 

Mr. Butler: I cannot and I do not know any architect 
who can. 

Mr. Tompkins: Can your clients tell? 

Mr. Butler: No, but they are naturally annoyed if 
they get a glass different from that specified. 

Mr. Eggleston: I remember a representative of a glass 
firm coming to me and saying that we were getting 
Belgian glass from some firms. I went to another firm 
and they said "You can have what you like," but I could 
not tell the difference. I was told that. the Belgian glass 
loses its colour after a few months, and that in one par-
ticular big job in Melbourne such glass had been taken 
out and British glass substituted, but I could not run 
that story to earth. 

Mr. M. W. Martin (A.): There is no actual differ- 
ence between first quality and third. It is all picked out 
of one big sheet and there is no definite line of de-
marcation between first, second and third. They do not 
make different qualities separately. You could have a 
very poor first quality and a very good second quality, 
and the second quality might be better than the first. 

The Chairman: You mean that there is a variation in 
each quality that in parts may reduce it to a lower 
quality ? 

Mr. Martin: Yes, it is only a matter of selection. 

The Chairman: All we can do is to see that it is 
reasonably flawless. 

Mr. Oakley: There has been a great falling off in the 
quality of the ordinary sheet glass we get. Recently a  

builder at my direction sent sashes to a glass firm and 
asked for good quality English sheet glass, because I 
wanted perfect glass, but I was disgusted with the glass 
that came down. Standing outside and looking at the 
windows, the effect was like the shadows on the panel 
opposite to me in this room. You can also get a colour 
in glass. That is a matter we might take up, and if we 
know that a firm is importing first quality British glass 
we may consider the advisability of specifying only that 
glass and stipulating that it should be brought from that 
firm. 

The Chairman: That is our only possible protection. 

Mr. Oakley: We are being badly treated in this glass 
question, and the quality is getting worse. 

Mr. Martin: I believe the merchants want the speci-
fications made clear on this matter. 

The Chairman: First quality means first quality. If 
a matter of this kind went to arbitration, it might turn 
out to be a very awkward question. 

Mr. J. R. Freeman (A.): If we specified first quality 
British glass and insisted on getting it, it would natur-
ally be dearer. Does Mr. Butler say that one cannot 
tell the difference ? 

Mr. Butler: You cannot in a small piece, but you 
can certainly see the difference between a building 
glazed with first quality and another glazed with third 
quality. 

QUESTION 4.; This related to "ethics" and it was 
pointed out that the case was fully provided for under 
the "Code of Ethics" which is in the hands of members. 

CASH DISCOUNTS 

QUESTION 5 Is the employer entitled to receive the 
benefit of discounts for 22% for cash payments for 
materials purchased by the builder ? 

Mr. Tompkins: I do not think this needs any discus-
sion at all. The answer is "NO." 

Mr. Oakley: Why is not the owner entitled to cash 
discounts on payment of material? If a builder takes 
a contract to erect a building at net cost plus his com-
mission, surely that cash discount should be taken off ? 

The Chairman: Yes, I have always taken it off, but 
not on a contract. I was thinking of a commission job, 
but the answer in the case of a contract would be "Cer-
tainly no." 

Mr. Oakley: Perhaps I have not read the question 
correctly. I assumed that it applied to a commission 
job. 

The Chairman: So did I. However, the reply is 
"Absolutely no." 

Mr. Oakley: Can we deal now with the question of 
a commission job? 

Mr. Tompkins: If it were a commission job, it would 
depend entirely on his contract. If he were charged 
net, then the proprietor would be entitled to the 2 %, 
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but this question relates to material purchased by con-
tract. 

Mr. Oakley: I have had cases of commission work in 
which the builder has objected to pay our client the 
22% trade discount, and I have been told by the builder 
that it is not the custom. 

The Chairman: I have always taken it off. 

Mr. Oakley: So have I. Apparently therefore we are 
not all working on the same lines. 

The Chairman: I think it is very much better if we 
can secure harmony of practice on all these points. 

Mr. Oakley: If a builder is building on commission, 
I think he should allow all the discounts he gets, includ-
ing the 22% for cash, because he gets his payments 
from the owner under the terms of his contract every 
month. 

The Chairman: I go further and say that it is the duty 
of the architect to see that those accounts are paid so 
that the client gets the benefit of the cash discount. 

Mr. Oakley: I think it should be established that in 
the ordinary commission job the owner does get the 
21%.  It should be expressly worded in the contract. 

The Chairman: That would clear up many difficul-
ties. We must speak with one voice on such a matter 
as this. 

Mr. Wright: What if the builder said that the 21% 
discount on certain items paid for his overdraft up to 
the time he was paid ? 

The Chairman: If that is so, he must have a rather 
kind bank manager. 

Mr. Yuncken: I think the builder is entitled to 21%. 
If on a commission job the man is paid only at irregular 
intervals, he certainly is entitled to discounts of this 
kind. It depends entirely on his contract. A contract 
should state definitely when payments are to be made, 
how they are to be made, and also what discounts and 
commissions he is entitled to. 

Mr. Ziebell: On a commission job which we have on 
hand at present, the contract definitely states that the 
22% shall be deducted and allowed to the proprietor 
only if the payments are made. 

The Chairman: That is so. Certainly, if it goes over 
the time, he loses it. I think that is all clear. 

ROUGH SAND FINISH 

QUESTION 6: When rough sand finish is required for 
external rendering, is there any advantage in specifying 
two-coat work, or is it a waste of the client's money ? 

The Chairman: Of course it depends on what you 
want to get. 

Mr. Butler: The question is very elementary and the 
only reason why I put it on the paper was that a little 
while ago, when I was asking for one-coat work, which 
was all that was necessary in my opinion, I was in-
formed that the plasterers practically refused to do it, 
maintaining that it was a matter of principle with them, 
and that they considered that it was reducing their work. 

The Chairman: That argument arose respecting con-
crete buildings some time ago. 

Mr. Butler: That was the only reason I brought it 
up. It seemed to be rather ridiculous. 

The Chairman: We had a conference with the Plas-
terers' Union, about five years ago, on that question. 
We maintained the position that we could demand one-
coat work. 

Mr. Butler: I certainly got it. 

The Chairman: We held that it was a matter entirely 
within our control and that it was for them to do what 
we told them. In Sydney, at the present time, in some 
work they are heavily bagging and coating with a fairly 
thick colour. They are using a slurry sort of mortar to 
give the necessary texture. 

Mr. Tompkins: On some buildings that I have seen 
in Sydney and Melbourne, resembling the "adobe" buil-
dings of Mexico, one coat or half a coat is quite good 
enough. 

AIR BUBBLES IN BITUMINOUS ROOFINGS 

QUESTION 7: Is there any known method of prevent-
ing or minimising air bubbles in bituminous roofings ? 

The Chairman: The trouble is caused by moisture in 
the concrete being drawn up by the heat. I think it 
could be avoided by allowing the concrete more time 
to dry, and, possibly, breeze that is not completely cal-
cined which would allow generation of gas. 

Mr. Yuncken: I understand that if the malthoid or 
rubberoid is only stuck round the edges and not all 
over, it minimises the chance of air bubbles. 

Mr. Tompkins: I regard the great majority of the 
bubbles as being caused by the painting of the roof with 
hot bitumen first of all to make a good job of it, and 
then the moisture coming up from underneath does the 
mischief. Can you localise the trouble? If, as Mr. 
Yuncken says, the roofing is stuck round the sides and 
is loose all over the surface, is that an effective remedy? 

The Chairman: I think there is a great deal to be said 
for leaving it loose permanently. 

Mr. C. H. S. Smith (A.) : Some of the firms with 
which we have come in contact have recommended that 
the first layer should be spot stuck, that is that dabs 
of the paint should be put down first, and some have 
even recommended that the first layer should be just 
laid on the roof and that then the other layers on top 
should be stuck down, so that the whole of the roofing 
has a possibility of movement. They suggest that the 
heat acting on the bituminous material generates a gas 
which has no way of escaping. 

The Chairman: I think that is the explanation. There 
is sometimes similar trouble with a heavy linoleum put 
down on to concrete. 

Mr. Butler: If such a gas is coming up, and the roof-
ing is stuck all round the edge, the only result is that 
you get one big bubble which is so spread that you do 
not notice it. 
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Mr. Tompkins: I do not think it is a gas at all. It 
is simply moisture. 

The Chairman: I think it is moisture, and it takes 
quite a long time to dry out. Some roofs in Melbourne 
have given a great deal of trouble, but the difficulty 
seems to be much more readily overcome now. One 
firm had to relay a considerable area of roofing in Mel-
bourne not very long ago. I was told that there are 
two products, one made on the western side and the 
other on the eastern side of America, and that the one 
made on the eastern side was successful when used in 
Australia whereas the one made in California was not. 

Mr. Tompkins: I understand that both materials are 
made by the same people and simply given different 
names, for the express purpose of keeping accounts. 

Mr. Yuncken: Various merchants are fairly satisfied 
now that they have overcome the trouble. This is evid-
enced by the fact that I recently received tenders for 
roofing and the written guarantees which they gave from 
ten to twelve years. 

Mr. Eggleston: What are those guarantees worth ? 
The Chairman: Only the credit of the firm that gives 

them. 

Mr. Eggleston: One firm in Melbourne arranged to 
have a large area of flooring laid for me, I dealt with 
them exclusively but the flooring was laid by a sub-
ordinate firm. I thought the guarantee I had was from 
the big firm, but when it came to an issue, they said 
it was not from them but from the subordinate firm, 
which had since gone into liquidation. It is worth while 
to make sure that you are getting a guarantee from the 
right people rather than from some agent of theirs. 

The Chairman: In any case, if one of those firms re-
fused to stand up to its guarantee, you would be in a 
difficult position. The only thing you could do would 
be to bring a doubtful law action against them. 

Mr. Yuncken: They would lose your business as well 
as that of other architects. 

Mr. Butler: The only remedy for the air bubbles is 
to cut them out, but that destroys the roof. 

The Chairman: Another trouble is that slight depres-
sions may sometimes appear in the roof, none of them 
larger than a sixpence, but if rain falls, they become full 
of water. They are almost impossible to get out. I 
remember a man who had a flat roof put on a private 
house complaining very bitterly about them. I tested 
them and found that none of them was bigger than a 
three-penny piece. 

Mr. Oakley: They look ugly. 
The Chairman: Yes, especially after a shower of rain. 

Gravelling gets over that trouble. 

TIMBER SHRINKAGES 
QUESTION 8: Do members of the Institute experience 

trouble with timber shrinkages, and what precautions do 
they take to ensure the provision of seasoned timber ? 

Mr. Martin: In high class joinery only good timber 
is used. One of the worst troubles in good class domes- 

tic work is the inevitable appearance of shrinkage 
several months after the job is completed, and more 
often than not when the job has been finalised and the 
builder paid off. No matter what timber we use, shrink-
ages always seem to occur. It appears to be impossible 
to get seasoned timber, and even if it is seasoned it is 
sometimes unsuccessful. Do other architects have the 
same trouble ? Even if we go to the furniture manu-
facturers to get the best joinery work, our efforts are 
absolutely wasted, because it all opens up. Have other 
members the same trouble with their work ? 

The Chairman: For sometime, in some jobs I have 
been stipulating that a certain firm should execute my 
joinery. This has surmounted the difficulty up to the 
present so far as hardwood is concerned. I am told 
that there is a new electrical apparatus on the market. 
The apparatus, I understand, can be taken round on the 
job and one can really test whether the timber is sea-
soned or not. It tells the moisture content right inside 
the timber. 

Mr. Butler: I was recently speaking to an inspector 
in the Defence Department. He gave me some par-
ticularly interesting information on the point regarding 
the purchases of timber made by that Department. The 
matter is exceedingly important to them because they 
require very high quality timber for rifle butts and 
wheels. At the same time he told me that they attach 
no importance to alleged seasoning when making their 
purchases: that is, they purchase their timber regardless 
of the seasoning and test it afterwards: they buy it and 
season it as required. 

The Chairman: Is that open air long time seasoning? 
Mr. Butler: They use kiln seasoning, but he said that 

from their point of view it was quite useless to specify 
"seasoned timber" and an absolute waste of money to 
expend any additional amount in buying timber alleged 
to be seasoned. The testing is a very simple process, 
and they had the timber seasoned carefully. It would 
be a great benefit if architects could get timber seasoned 
in the same way as the Defence Department does. 

The Chairman: At Canberra, in 1912, Mr. King 
O'Malley, the then Minister of Home Affairs, made pre-
parations for the building of the city by purchasing very 
large quantities of blackwood, maple and other Aus-
tralian timbers, which were stored at Canberra to await 
the building of Parliament House and the Government 
offices. These timbers were looked after and open-
stacked for a number of years before they were used in 
the buildings, yet a good many of them have shown 
trouble in actual use. 

Mr. S. T. Parkes (A.): I am informed that the 
Speaker's Chair, presented to the Commonwealth Parlia-
ment by members of the British House of Commons, 
was made of oak from the "Victory," and it is now 
showing signs of shrinkage. 

The Chairman: It is a curious climate, and the authori-
ties at Canberra are very much concerned about what 
timbers to use. They have had extraordinary difficulties 
with any timber taken there, even timber seasoned to 
the highest degree possible. I saw a log of red gum 
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taken from an excavation in Elizabeth Street, Melbourne, 
in a job that I was doing. A box was made from it and 
it then started to shrink, although it must have been in 
the ground for 70 or 80 years. 

Mr. Cummings: I noticed a good deal of old ship 
oak for sale in England for manufacturing furniture, 
and asked if it were possible to get hold of any of it. 
I was told that it might be centuries old but that as 
soon as a new cut was put into it, it began to shrink. 
That seems to be the answer to the question right 
through; it does not appear to matter how well seasoned 
the timber may be, as soon as it is cut again, it is liable 
to go. As regards timber for high-class residential work 
the safest thing is to use furniture timber and pay for 
it. I find it fairly reliable. 

Mr. Martin : What do you mean by furniture timber ? 
Is it specially seasoned timber? 

Mr. Cummings: There are firms here which supply 
nothing but furniture timber and they will practically 
guarantee it. 

The Chairman: They supply it to the furniture trade. 

Mr. Martin: Is it simply extra seasoned. and picked?. 

The Chairman: Yes. 

Mr. Cummings: I have had Japanese oak and other 
timbers from these furniture people, nearly ,as cheaply 
as red pine. 

The Chairman: That shows that timber merchants 
and others who supply timber really charge too much 
for it. 

Mr. Cummings: Yes. 

Mr. Evan Smith: A good deal of the trouble is caused 
by the timber taking up air moisture. It may be kiln 
seasoned, and laid down on the floor, but when the air 
moisture strikes it in the wet weather a big camber 
appears in the floor. The same applied in the reverse. 

The Chairman: I know the case of a floor laid in 
1914. Central heating was put in recently, the conduits 
running under the floor and I received an alarming ring 
on the telephone to come and look at the result. The 
floor had doubled up in many places although it was 
well seasoned. The trouble was caused through a leak-
age of steam. 

Mr. Wright: I have had very little trouble with joinery 
work because all the timbers were finished before they 
were put together. 

The Chairman: That is the correct thing for joinery. 
Probably joinery is usually rushed together too quickly 
now. We do not have control of that. We often 
specify that it shall be aired for six weeks before it is 
put together, but one is doubtful whether that instruc-
tion is carried out. 

Mr. Wright: In the case I am thinking of I think it 
was four months. 

Mr. Butler: In reply to an enquiry I made I received 
a letter from the University of Melbourne stating that 
that institution would be pleased to test any samples of 
timber submitted by architects for a fee of ten shillings. 

CRACKS IN CONCRETE 

QUESTION 9: Is there any known method of prevent-
ing or minimising the cracks that so often occur on the 
top floors of concrete buildings, at the junctions between 
partitions and ceilings 

Mr. Wright:. It all. depends on what the top floor is 
made of. 

The Chairman: I presume that the partition is made 
of either terra cotta, lumber or concrete blocks. 

Mr. Wright: "If it was terra-cotta lumber, it would 
minimise the trouble very much more than four or five 
inches of concrete. 

Mr. Eggleston : The cause of the cracks is very largely 
a question of the tremendous heat that comes from the 
ordinary malthoid roof. A concrete floor helps to ameli-
orate the trouble, and if a double roof is possible, so 
much the better, while the gravelling of the roof will 
make a great difference in the temperature. It is said 
that there is a tremendous glare when one walks about 
on a gravelled roof, because it reflects the heat. 

The Chairman: One commercial representative re-
cently stated to me that the use of a layer of the material 
which he recommended reduced the temperature by 40 
per cent! This was obviously absurd. 

Mr. Yuncken: The cracks are undoubtedly due to the 
expansion of the concrete when exposed to the heat of 
the sun on a flat roof. I should advocate insulating the 
concrete before the sun's rays get to it by putting 
celotex or bitumen on top of the roof and then covering 
it, or possibly a good, but a more expensive way would 
be to use cork. There are also cracks due to mixing 
construction. If there is a false ceiling there is probably 
a fibrous plaster ceiling on top of it, and fibrous corner 
covering strips and cornices in addition, so that the 
cracks are not noticed. 

The. Chairman: Even with cornices a thin crack may 
occur along the edge of the ceiling plate and the wall. 
This is very troublesome and does not always appear 
early enough to be coped with. 

Mr. Yuncken: In Brisbane where the worst condi-
tions apply; we intend to use celotex set in bitumen and 
a roof set on top of that, and not a false ceiling. 

The Chairman: A self registering thermometer should 
be put in both places under control so that there may 
be a test extending over an appreciable period, say a 
couple of weeks. The difficulty is to find any two cases 
in which all the conditions are exactly alike. We can-
not generally accept the tests or data given by interested 
firms. 

COMMISSION WORK—CONDITIONS OF 
CONTRACT 

Mr. Wright: The question of preparing conditions 
of contract for commission work was raised during the 
discussion this evening. I was going to submit for dis-
cussion the difficulties that arise under our present con-
ditions. The Secretary has informed me that the ques- 
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tion of amending the conditions of contract is now 
being dealt with by the Federal Council. How would 
that apply to the conditions for commission work ? 

The Chairman: I do not think it includes them at all. 
It deals entirely with the ordinary contract. The amended 
conditions prepared in a conference between the Federal 
Council and the Federated Master Builders' Association 
of Australia last August have since been placed before 

our solicitors for comment and have not yet been re-
turned to us. 

Mr. Wright: Does the question of commission come 
into them ? 

The Chairman: Not at all. The best way would be 
for the Council to consider the suggestion and submit 
it to the Federal Council, which is distinctly trying to 
bring about uniformity of practice throughout Australia. 

Exhibition of Model Home Equipment 
Allied Societies' Enterprise 

NOTABLE and particularly interesting event 
being arranged for by the allied professional insti- 
tutes of Architects, Chemistry, Engineering and 

Surveying, is an exhibition of model home equipment to 
be held on the display floors of the Allied Societies' 
building from Monday, May 27th, to Saturday, June 1st. 

The exhibition is being arranged with the object of 
furthering the institutes' policy of endeavouring to edu-
cate the public to a higher degree of civic pride and 
interest in the beauty and utility of the home. It is 
confidently anticipated by the organisers that the display 
will attract wide public interest, in addition to being of 
especial value to architects, builders, chemists, engineers 
and surveyors. 

The programme provides that the exhibition will be 
opened by the Lord Mayor of Melbourne (Cr. H. D. 
Luxton) on Monday, 27th May, at 3 p.m., and will re-
main open, free of charge, from 10 a.m. to 10 p.m. daily 
until Saturday, June 1st. A feature of the display: in-
formative public lectures will be given at 8 o'clock each 
evening by an architect, an artist, a builder, an engineer, 
and a town-planner, dealing in an interesting manner 
with construction and furnishing problems of the home. 

The speakers and subjects for the lectures will be as 
follows. 

Monday, 27th May: Mr. W. A. M. Blackett, 

F.R.V.I.A., President of the Royal Victorian Institute of 
Architects—''The Equipment of the Home." 

Tuesday, 28th May: Sir James W. Barrett, K.B.E., 
C.B., C.M.G., President of the Town Planning Associa-
tion of Victoria—"Housing and Town Planning." 

Wednesday, 29th May: Mrs. A. P. Derham, Vice-
President of the Arts and Crafts Society of Victoria—
"The Furnishing of the Home." 

Thursday, 30th May: Mr. Douglas Little, A.M.I.E. 
(Aust.), Engineer, State Electricity Commission of Vic-
toria—"More Leisure Hours in the Home." 

Friday, 31st May: Mr. Thomas Shillito, Vice-Presi-
dent of the Melbourne Master Builders' Association—
"Practical Hints on Home Building." 

Other special features will be made of model rooms, 
such as a kitchen, bathroom, breakfast room, lounge, 
etc. In addition the display will comprise a wide variety 
of materials and equipment necessary for the building 
and furnishing of a home. Working exhibits of general 
interest will be demonstrated at 3 p.m. and 9 p.m. 
daily during the exhibition. Wherever necessary, the 
exhibits will be fully equipped with water, power and 
gas connections. 

Architects and their clients will be well repaid by 
a visit to the exhibition, which will offer solutions to 
many problems of home convenience, home manage-
ment, and home economy. 

GUILLOCHE IN FRIEZE OF E.S. & A. BANK, GEELONG 
	

PHOTO BY J. H. HARVEY 
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The Library 
MEMBERS will be pleased to note that the under-

mentioned loose-leaf books which were previously 
kept for reference only have recently been bound 

and transferred to the Loan Library:— 
Architectural Association, London.—Architectural sketch 

book, 1923. 
Chamberlain—Domestic architecture in Rural France. 
Howard and Crossley—English church Woodwork. 
McKim, Mead & White—Monograph of the work of 

McKim, Mead & White, 2 volumes. 
Nicolai—Das Ornament der Italienischen des XV. 

Jahrhunderts. 
Vergnes--Cinemas. 

Volumes of the Architectural Review from 1924 to 
date have also been bound and added to the Loan 
Library. 

The following numbers of the Journal of the Royal 
Institute of British Architects are needed to complete 
volumes for binding, and the Council would be grateful 
if any member who is willing to supply same will kindly 
forward them to the Librarian. 

Vol. 28 (1920/1) No. 17 
Vol. 29 (1921/2) No. 5 
Vol. 34 (1926/7) No. 4 

ADDITIONS TO CATALOGUE 

693 Masonry, plastering, etc. 
Hool, G. A. and Johnson, N. C. 

Concrete Engineers' Handbook. 8vo. N.Y. 1918. 
709 History of art in general 

[ALTERATION) 
Perrot, G. and Chiepiez, C. 

History of art in Phoenicia and Cyprus. 2 vols. (i.e. 
add vol. 1) . 

720. ARCHITECTURE 
720.5 Periodicals 

Architectural Forum 
vol. 50 (no. 3)- (1929-) 4o. Wash. 1929 

California Arts and Architecture combining Pacific Coast 
Architect and California Southland. See also Pacific 
Coast Architect. 
vol. 35 (no. 2)- (1929-) 4o. Cal. 1929 

Octagon: a journal of the American Institute of 
Architects. 
vol. 1- (1929) 4o. Wash. 1929 

724 Modern 
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Rumler, E. 
Les. Style Louis XV.: Recueil de Motifs, etc. fo. 

Paris 1914 
728.8 Country Seats, Manor Houses, etc. 

Yerbury, F. R. 

Georgian Details of Domestic Architecture. 4o. 
Lond. 1926 

729 Architectural Design and Decoration 

Harbeson, J. 

Study of Architectural Design: with a special refer-
ence to the program of the Beaux-Arts Insti-
tu:e of Design. 4o. N.Y. 1927 

Swan, A. 

Collection of Designs in Architecture, etc. 2 vols. 
fo. Lond. 1757 

PUBLICATIONS CEASED 

720.5 Periodicals 

Pacific Coast Architect. 

Note.—Ceased pubn., January, 1929; continued as 
California Arts and Architecture which see 
above. 

720.6 Societies 

American Institute of Architects. 
Journal. Note.—Ceased pubn., December, 1928. 

Georgian Details of Domestic Architecture 
The books of photographs and selected plates edited 

by F. Yerbury are always an acceptable addition to any 
Architectural library, and his latest book is no excep-
tion to the rule. The materials selected, the method of 
reproduction and the general usefulness of the materials 
contained in this volume will be an unfailing source of 
inspiration to all of our members who are interested in 
Georgian motives. 

Venetian Houses and Details 
SAMUEL G. VIENER 

The interest in certain phases of Italian Architecture 
which has been shewn recently, has been the means of 
bringing under notice publications of works of which, 
though their broad principles are well known, we pos-
sess but little detailed knowledge. This book of photo-
graphs and measured drawings specially caters for those 
who are in search of more detailed information con-
cerning more intimate angles of Venetian work which 
exists either on the islands or upon the mainland. Iron-
work, brickwork, stonework and their general assembly 
are well portrayed in the volume. 

The Study of Architectural Design 
By JOHN F. HARBESON 

For some considerable time, the publishers of "Pencil 
Points" have been incorporating in their monthly mag-
azines, a series of articles which indicate the general 
principles that are in use in the American schools in 
connection with the study of Architectural design and 
the methods adopted in the training of Architectural 
students. This series of articles has now been published 
in book form and it will prove of great assistance to the 
younger Architectural students. The volume also con-
tains much that will be of interest to Architects who are 
interested in monumental planning. 

Architectural Designs of Southern Spain 
This book has been published as a direct answer to 

the continual demands of Architects for accurate and 
varied authentic details of Spanish Architecture, par-
ticularly respecting details, such as doors, windows, 
general woodwork, court yards, fountains and the hun-
dred and one things which are now being used in the 
modern version of Spanish work. 

Les Styles Louis XIV., XV., XVI. 

Among the important purchases for the year are three 
books which cover the work carried out during the 
reigns of Louis XIV., XV., and XVI. These volumes 
will be reviewed in the next issue of the Journal. 

The Architects' Journal 

Under the title of "The Honeywood File" in this 
magazine for the 6th March last, is the first of what 
promises to be a series of articles illustrating points of 
professional practice which should be of great use to 
young Architects who have just commenced practice. 
In the issue quoted, is published certain correspondence 
which is supposed to take place between an Architect 
and a hypothetical client, who is apparently one of the 
"new rich" class and is about to build a residence for 
himself. An appropriate method of dealing with such 
a case is indicated, and, judging from what appears in 
the opening article, the remainder of the series should 
prove of considerable value to young Architects. (It 
may be mentioned that an old work entitled "Hints 
to Young Architects," written by George Wightwick, is 
in the library; from enquiries made, this does not seem 
to be as well known to the rising Architects of the pre-
sent day as it well might be. In it will be found a 
good deal of advice for the young practitioner and in-
corporated in it is a model specification which, though 
out of date now, and not so elaborate as Bartholemew's 
or Donaldson's works, is interesting and in many re-
spects is still useful.—Ed.) 
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Architectural Design 
Advisory Board Established by Institute 

L 	on the following lines has been sent by LETTER 
 the Institute to the Melbourne City Council and 
to all municipal councils in the metropolitan area: 

Dear Sir, 
I am directed to inform your Council that the 

Institute has established an Advisory Board of Archi-
tectural Design, the general purposes and objects of 
which are as follows:— 
(a) To act in a consultative capacity with any Archi-

tect or other person who desires advice regarding 
Architectural design ; 

(b) To advise municipal and other public authorities 
in cases in which it is considered by those bodies 
that a design submitted for a building is of a type 
that conflicts with the Architectural amenities of 
its neighbourhood ; 

(c) To confer with and to advise governmental and 
municipal authorities in relation to Architectural 
and town planning development. 

The constitution of the Board provides that its per-
sonnel shall consist of twelve members of the Institute, 
of whom one shall be the Institute President ex officio, 
the remaining eleven members to be appointed annually 
by the Council of the Institute, which shall have judi-
ciary powers to appoint any other persons members of 
the Board as it may deem expedient. 

The Institute wishes to direct attention to the fact 
that the existing principles of legislation controlling 
building erections within your municipality do not pre-
vent the carrying-out of any type of Architectural ex-
pression of the facades or exterior elevations of build- 

ing structures, provided that the building complies with 
the stipulated regulations governing structural require-
ments, interior planning, lighting, ventilation, and fire 
and health safeguards. It is the considered opinion of 
the Architectural profession in Victoria that subject to 
the symmetrical appearance of the city's buildings, the 
individuality of architectural design should not be 
restricted. 

The Institute, however, is of opinion that much valu-
able work could be effected by an expert board with 
advisory powers operating in collaboration with all 
bodies concerned. A committee acting on similar lines 
is functioning with considerable success under the direc-
tion of the Federal Capital Commission in regard to all 
important buildings at Canberra. 

It is therefore suggested that your Council should take 
full advantage of the gratuitous services of the Board 
which has been established by the Institute, and which 
will be pleased at any time to advise and assist your 
Council and its officers on matters relating to Architec-
tural design. 

Yours faithfully, 
(Sgd.) JOHN B. ISLIP, 

15th May, 1929. 	 Secretary. 

Members of the Institute and all other members of 
the profession are invited to make full use of the ad-
visory services outlined above. It is hoped that the 
Board, with the co-operation of the members of the 
profession, will accomplish valuable work in improving 
the Architecture of the metropolis. 
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ASSOCIATE RECENTLY ELECTED 

MR. ROBERT OSBORNE ELLIS, who was elected an 
Associate on the 15th April last, has had a notably 
brilliant career. He was a pupil of the late Mr. R G. 
Fick (A.), and also draughtsman in Mr. Pick's office; 
passed the R.V.I.A. Examination qualifying as Associate 
in November, 1928; was awarded Diploma of Archi-
tectural Design at the University of Melbourne; passed 
through the Architectural and Building Construction 
courses at the Working Men's Colleges Melbourne; was 
awarded the Grice Bronze Medal at the Melbourne 
University in 1926; was placed first in the . 

Silver Medal Competition, 1927; won three prizes and 
scholarships while attending the University; won the 
R.V.I.A. Sketching Competition; was finalist in the 
R.I.B.A. "Tite Prize" Competition in 1928 and has 
carried out several residential buildings. Mr. Ellis was 
recently appointed Instructor in Drawing at the Uni-
versity Atelier. 

COMMONWEALTH COUNCIL FOR 
SCIENTIFIC AND INDUSTRIAL RESEARCH 

Members are invited to an address to be given by 
Sir George Julius, Chairman of the Commonwealth 
Council for Scientific and Industrial 'Research, on the 
subject of "Industrial Research: the need •for.,Co-opera-
tive Work in Industry throughout the Empire," at the 
Assembly Hall, Collins Street, on Tuesday, June 11th, 
at 8 o'clock p.m. 

TIMBER EXHIBITION 

Arrangements are being made by several leading ven-
eer and plywood manufacturers of Australia to hold an 
exhibition of high class Australian-made furniture pan-
elling and plywood of Australian and imported timbers 
in the Lower Hall, Melbourne Town Hall, from Satur-
day, June 1st to Saturday, June 8th: 

The purpose of the display is to demonstrate the 
qualities and uses, of plywood and veneer work. Ex-
hibits of interest to architects will : be panelling fo r the 
treatment of halls, plywoods manufactured from various 
Australian timbers, such as blackwoods, maple, rose 
mahogany and walnut for the panelling of villas, etc. 
The exhibition will also display the qualities of Aus- 
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tralian timbers of the lesser known types. In addition 
the exhibits will comprise furniture manufactured from 
high class figured veneers, tables, mantelpieces; etc. The 
exhibition should prove of great interest to members of 
the .profession. 

VISIT TO THE REGENT AND PLAZA 
THEATRES 

On the morning of the 12th April, upon the invita-
tion of Mr. Cedric H. Ballantyne (F.), a large number 
of members and students paid a visit to the Regent and 
Plaza Theatres. In the unavoidable absence of Mr. 
Ballantyne, who was indisposed, the visitors were re-
ceived by , Mr. L. G. Cahn (A.), who conducted the 
party over the building. After inspecting the vestibule, 
lounge and other apartments, the , party entered the 
auditorium ,a> d, there, . an interesting,,display . of calis-
thenics;.as,„iviewed as the figures were being photo-
graphed, on a'a moving film. After . an acknowledgment 
of the kindness of Mr. Ballantyne in arranging for the 
inspection of this latest addition of Melbourne's 'Amuse-
ment Palaces' the party separated. 



The University of Melbourne Architectural 
Atelier 

Annual Exhibition 1929 

The President (Mr. W. A. M. Blackett) on Monday 
evening, 6th May, opened the Annual Exhibition of the 
work of members. Mr. F. K. Cheetham (A.) , Acting 
Director of the Atelier, presided and there was a large 
attendance of members of the Atelier and their friends. 

After the formal opening, the Chairman briefly out-
lined the work of the year and afterwards, the awards 
were distributed among those who had been successful 
in gaining them. (It is intended to deal with the work 
of the Atelier in the July issue of the Journal.) 

Members' Section 
MR. KINGSLEY USSHER (A.) has been admitted to 

partnership with Messrs. P. B. Hudson (F.) and J. H. 
Wardrop (A.). The firm will practise under the title 
of Philip B. Hudson, Wardrop & Ussher. 

MR. H. WOOD.—The friends of Mr. Herbert Wood 
(F.) will be grieved to hear that he has, for some time, 
been suffering from illness. We all wish him a speedy 
recovery and hope that before long he will be among us 
again. 

MR. F. BRUCE KEMP (A.) advises that he has 
changed his office address to the Colonial Mutual Build-
ing, 407 Collins Street, Melbourne. Phone: Central 
6499. 

MR. O. A. BAYNE (A.)—Letters recently received in 
Melbourne from Mr. Bayne, indicate that he is impressed 
with the intelligent interest which Londoners take in 
Architecture. A public lecture at which he was present 
and which was given by Mr. Howard Robertson, and  

which dealt with "Architecture of the Future," attracted 
a crowded audience of which laymen formed a large 
part—and on a Saturday afternoon, too! 

Mr. Bayne expresses the opinion that we in Australia 
are far in advance of England respecting such matters 
as central heating and electrical and other modern build-
ing equipment, to a great extent, for the reason that the 
old buildings of England are not kept up to date, 
whereas the chief buildings in Australia are almost uni-
versally modern and are properly equipped with the 
latest appliances. 

He is in the office of Mr. H. S. Goodhart Rendel, 
F.R.I.B.A., and he states that it is a "most interesting 
experience," particularly as Mr. Goodhart Rendel is 
amazingly thorough and painstaking regarding every de-
tail of his work. He lately had the opportunity of 
inspecting Mr. Goodhart Rendel's Surrey home, which 
he says is a well known example of Robert Adam's 
work. 

Obituary 
It is with profound regret that we have to chronicle 

the unexpected and sudden passing away of Mr. Robert 
J. Haddon (F.), which occurred just as this issue of 
the Journal goes to press. 

Mr. Haddon was a former editor of the Journal,  

having been a member of the first Editorial Committee 
and he took an exceedingly active interest in the affairs 
of the Institute twenty to thirty years ago. His death took 
place in the early morning of the 16th inst., and a 
more extended note will be published in the following 
issue. 
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Proceedings of General Meeting of the Institute 

Held on Monday, 15th April, 1929, at 8.15 p.m. 

Chair 

The President, Mr. W. A. M. Blackett (F.) , occupied 
the Chair. 

Minutes 

On the motion of Mr. W. M. Campbell (F.) , se-
conded by Mr. J. H. Harvey (F.) , the minutes of the 
meeting held on 25th February, as published in the 
Journal, were taken as read and confirmed. 

Apologies 

Apologies for non-attendance were received from 
Messrs. H. W. Bladen, T. J. Buchan, F. K. Cheetham, 
A. S. Hall, K. A. Henderson, P. B. Hudson, J. S. Mur-
doch, L. M. Perrott, A. W. Purnell and Herbert Wood. 

New Member 

The Chairman said that he had much pleasure in 
welcoming and introducing to the meeting Mr. Eric 
Hazel Round, who had been elected an Associate of the 
Institute at a previous meeting. Mr. Round was re-
ceived with acclamation, and in returning thanks, said 
that he felt his election a great honour. 

Election 

Mr. Robert Osborne Ellis was elected an Associate 
member of the Institute, as a result of a ballot for 
which Messrs. J. W. Wright (A.) and A. Bramwell 
Smith (A.) acted as scrutineers. 

Competitions 

The Chairman announced that as a result of the 
Institute having communicated with the Australian Pro-
vincial Assurance Association, in Sydney, the designs 
submitted for the Association's new building in Perth 
were exhibited for inspection at the meeting and would 
be open for public display until the following Thurs-
day. Messrs. Bates (F.), Smart & McCutcheon (A.) 
were congratulated on their design having been awarded 
second prize. 

A cable message, which had been received from Lon-
don, advised that a competitive design submitted by 
Messrs. O. A. Bayne (A.) and G. H. Mewton (two 
younger members of the profession then in England) 
for a garage in the theatre area of London, had been 
awarded second prize. The competition had been pro-
moted by the Royal Institute of British Architects and 
had been open to architects of British nationality through-
out the world. The Chairman congratulated Messrs. 
Bayne and Mewton on their success in London, and said  

that it appeared that when members of the Institute 
went abroad, they seemed to get more appreciation and 
honour than they received in their own country. 

Membership—Resignations 

It was announced that the Council of the Institute 
had accepted the resignations of Messrs. P. H. Meldrum 
and D. K. Turner as Associate members. 

Question Night 

The special business of the meeting, which took the 
form of a "Question Night," was then submitted. In 
all, nine questions had been received from members 
dealing mainly with matters of general professional 
practice. The questions formed the subjects of interest-
ing and enlightening discussions, the publication of 
which had been arranged for inclusion in the May issue 
of the Journal. (Vide page 32). 

Building Regulations 

Members were advised that the Building Regulations 
Committee of the Institute had conferred during the 
previous week with the Melbourne City Council and 
had submitted a series of suggested amendments to the 
building by-laws of Melbourne. Most of the proposed 
revisions were more or less obviously needed in cor-
recting and improving in clearness the existing regula-
tions. It was proposed to increase the height limit of 
city buildings to 150 feet. The present limit of 132 
feet was a purely empirical limit and had no relation 
to the width of streets. The new limit which had been 
recommended was in conformity with that of the Build-
ing Act of Sydney. 

Tasmanian Flood Relief 

The Chairman stated that he had received a letter 
from Mr. H. S. East, Architect, of Tasmania, urging 
the financial assistance of members of the profession in 
alleviating the widespread distress in Tasmania caused 
by the recent disastrous floods. The Chairman expressed 
the great sympathy of the Institute with the people of 
Tasmania in the calamitous floods which had wrought 
such destruction and he urged members to make dona-
tions to the fund opened by the Lord Mayor of Mel-
bourne. 

Gift of Drawings 

Mr. H. J. Kerr (F.) said that he had handed to the 
Secretary two small scale studies which he had carried 
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out under his late father when he was eighteen years of 
age. He thought they might be of use at the University 
Atelier. The first was of an Ionic column which would 
let students see what could be done in conventionalis-
ing an Ionic cap in such a way that it was structural 
and very presentable and dignified. An example could 
be seen in the Queen's Hall of Parliament Houses. The 
other illustration was of a Venetian window. The 
Chairman expressed grateful thanks to Mr. Kerr for the 
drawings which were of exceptional interest. 

Journal 

Mr. Ziebell expressed commendation of the new form 
in which the Journal had been published and stated that 
he considered it a remarkably fine accomplishment. The 
Chairman expressed pleasure at the success of the new 
Journal, and said he hoped the high standard of the 
first issue would be upheld in the future. The Journal 
Committee would be grateful and pleased to receive 
contributions of literary matter for publication in the 
Journal. 

The N ew Issue of the Journal 

SINCE the publication of the March issue of the 
Journal, a considerable number of letters of appre-
ciation has been received; from some of these, the 

following extracts have been taken. 

"I have just read through the new Journal of the 
R.V.I.A. and the first thought that comes into my mind 
is a sense of delight that the Institute has been able to 
produce such a splendid publication." 

"All honour to those of you who are building up the 
Architectural Institute to such a high standard. One is 
tempted to wish that some of the other professions were 
as wide-awake to their own welfare, as well as to their 
responsibilities to the community as now obtains within 
the R.V.I.A." 

"I am pleased to be given an opportunity of keeping 
in touch with the activities of the Profession through 
the Journal and I wish it every success." 

"I am interested in the progress 
appreciate the efforts it is making t 
and influence of the Profession." 

The following named registered 
come subscribers since the last issue 

MR. A. E. BRIDGE ... 
MR. G. W. DRAPER ... 	... 

MR. H. FRENCH 
MR. HARRY HOPKINS 
MR. H. R. JOHNSON 
MR. STEWART MURRAY 

MR. R. C. G. OGILBY 
MR. J. B. RICHARDSON 
MR. JOSEPH SMITH ... 

MR. ARTHUR TYSON 

of the R.V.I.A. and 
o improve the status 

Architects have be-
of the Journal:—

Newport 
Ormond 
Bairnsdale 
Bairnsdale 
Melbourne 
Bendigo 
Melbourne 
Melbourne 
Croxton 

Illinois, U.S.A. 

ARTICLES AND CORRESPONDENCE 

It is desired to point out that the opinions of writers 
of articles and letters which appear in the R.V.I.A. 
Journal must be taken as the individual opinions of 
their authors and not as representative expressions of 
the Institute. 
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