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MINUTES 

INUTES of Extraordinary General Meeting held on 
Monday, 24th September, 1928, at 8 p.m. 

Chair.— The President (Mr. W. A. M. Blackett) 
occupied the Chair. 

Rights of Associates — Voting Power.— The President 
read the notice convening the meeting, in which notice of the 
following motions had been given :- 

"That the Articles of Association of the Institute be altered 
in manner following : — 

(a) In Article 21 for the words "shall be admitted on a 
majority of votes" there shall be substituted the words 
"shall be admitted by a majority of the votes of not 
less than two-thirds of such members entitled to vote 
as shall vote in the manner prescribed by these 
articles." 

(b) In Article 75 by deleting the word "and" where that 
word first occurs and by inserting the words "and 
Associates" immediately after the word "Fellows" where 
that word secondly occurs. 

(c) Article 76 shall be cancelled." 

In regard to clause (a), it was proposed that the existing 
regulation by which a candidate for membership could be ad-
mitted by a simple majority of positive votes be altered to pro-
vide that a two-thirds majority of the votes cast be required. 
Mr. A. S. Hall (A.) thought the wording of the motion was not 
quite clear. It might be interpreted that a candidate could be 
admitted by gaining a majority of the votes of two-thirds of 
the members voting. It was not clear whether the words "of 
the votes" belonged to the word "majority" or to "the members." 
It might as at present drafted leave a loophole for possible 
trouble in the future if a person were not elected. Mr. Hall 
suggested that the clause be altered to read "that a member be 
admitted who receives at least two-thirds of the votes cast." 
The President said that the clause had been drafted by the legal 
adviser. 
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The President said that clauses (b) and (c) which had been 
submitted to previous meetings were again brought forward at 
his instigation. At the first of the two previous statutory extra-
ordinary meetings, the motion had been carried by a substantial 
majority, but when submitted for confirmation at the second 
meeting it had been defeated by a casting vote. The intention 
was to give Associates equal voting rights as Fellows in all 
matters brought before the Institute. If carried, the matter 
would be brought into conformity with the R.I.B.A. It seemed 
to the President that, by extending the franchise, members 
would be doing a wise thing. He commended to the judgment 
of the Fellows, the Council's opinion that the alteration should 
be adopted. Subject to the passing of the motion, it would be 
submitted for confirmation at a further extra-ordinary general 
meeting to be held on Monday, 22nd October, at 8 p.m. 

Mr. K. A. Henderson (F.) said that when the matter re-
ferred to in clauses (b) and (c) had been before a previous 
meeting, he had opposed the motion, but in view of the fact that 
the Council had immediately brought the matter forward for 
re-consideration and that the Council was evidently satisfied that 
it was in the interests of the Institute that the motion be 
adopted, it was his intention to support the resolution. Mr. Hen-
derson then moved that the resolution be adopted. Seconded by 
Mr. Oakley, and carried unanimously by eight Fellows who 
voted. 

Mr. L. F. Irwin (A.) said the Associate members owed a 
debt of gratitude to the President for the confidence he had 
placed in them in again bringing the matter of voting powers 
before members. 



MINUTES 

GENERAL Meeting of the Institute was held at the 
Rooms on Monday, September, 24th, 1928. 

The President, Mr. W. A. M. Blackett (F.) , 
occupied the Chair, in the presence of approximately 
eighty members and students. 

Apologies.—Apologies were received from Messrs. P. B. 
Hudson (F.) , H. W. Tompkins (F.) , T. J. Buchan (F.) , and 
J. H. Harvey (F.) . 

Minutes.— On the motion of Mr. L. F. Irwin (A.), seconded 
by Mr. K. A'B. •Klingender (A.) , the minutes of the previous 
meeting were confirmed. 

Federal Council.—The President announced that he and 
Mr. P. A. Oakley (F.) had attended as delegates of the Institute 
at the annual conference of the Federal Council held at Canberra 
from August 14th to August 17th. The conference had dealt 
with several matters of vital importance to the profession and 
the proceedings were published in the Institute "Journal" issued 
during the preceding week. The conference had accomplished 
much in clarifying such subjects as the proposed Australian 
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Institute, scale of charges, competitions, conditions of contract, 
etc. Several important decisions of the Federal Council would 
be brought before members at a later date. 

Arts and Crafts Society.—The President stated that the 
Arts and Crafts Society of Victoria was holding an exhibition 
in the supper room of the Melbourne Town Hall, at which many 
exhibits of great interest to Architects were shown. He had 
been elected President of that Society, and was looking for an 
increase of at least two hundred members. He expressed the 
hope that at least twenty members of the R.V.I.A. would enrol. 
The Institute had a representative on the Council of the Society 
in the person of Mr. R. B. Hamilton (A.). 

Display Floors.—The Display Floors in the Allied Societies' 
Building had been open from 7.30 p.m. to 8 p.m. that evening to 
give members an opportunity of seeing what had been added 
to the exhibits on those floors. Members were urged to utilize 
the facilities afforded by the display floors in selecting building 
materials. The exhibition, which was of a permanent nature, 
contained an extremely interesting selection of materials and 
was of considerable value to members and their clients. 

Next Meeting.— The next meeting of the Institute would be 
held on October 22nd, when there would be a discussion on the 
question of control of architectural design by public authorities. 

Contract Forms.— Mr. P. A. Jenkin (A.) suggested that 
when ordering further supplies of forms of contract, additional 
blank space should be provided for the sections to be inserted by 
the contracting parties. The President said that new forms of 
contract had been drawn up at the recent conference between 
the Federal Council and the governing body of the Master Buil-
ders' Associations throughout Australia. These would be sub-
mitted to members shortly. In the meantime it was inadvisable 
to have large stocks of the present forms. The suggestion, how-
ever, would be noted. 

Council—Personnel.— The President announced that Mr. 
Walter Drummond (F.) had been compelled to tender his resig- 
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nation as a member of Council owing to continued ill health. 
The resignation had been accepted by the Council with very 
much regret, and at the last meeting Mr. K. A. Henderson (F.) 
had been elected to the vacancy by the unanimous vote of the 
Council. Mr. Henderson, who had resigned his membership of the 
Council two years previously under medical orders, has signified 
his pleasure at accepting the appointment and the Council felt 
that his services and advice would be of material value to the 
Institute. 

Lecture.— At the conclusion of the formal business, Mr. 
K. A. Henderson, delivered an illustrated lecture on . "A Study 
of the City Office Building." 

The lecturer dealt in an exhaustive manner with the plan-
ning and appointments of large buildings designed for blocks of 
offices in cities, and illustrated his remarks with numerous 
lantern slides. 

At the close of the lecture, the President and also Messrs. 
P. A. Oakley (F.) , R. B. Hamilton (A.) , P. A. Jenkin (A.) , 
J. F. D. Scarborough (A.) , M. R. Barlow (A.) and L. F. Irwin 
(A.) spoke, after which the meeting terminated and social circle 
was formed. 

[Minutes 



INUTES 

N Extraordinary General Meeting of the Institute 
was held on Monday, 22nd October, 1928, at 8. p.m. 

The President, Mr. W. A. M. Blackett (F.) , 
occupied the Chair. 

The minutes of the extraordinary meeting held on 24th 
September were confirmed, on the motion of Mr. K. A. Hender-
son (F.) , seconded by Mr. E. E. Smith (F.) . 

The President said the contention of Mr. A. S. Hall (A.) at 
the previous meeting that the wording of the first resolution, 
relating to the election of members, was not clear, had been 
referred to the Institute's legal advisers, who had drawn up that 
resolution. A reply had been received which stated that a mis-
take had occurred in drafting the resolution. They therefore 
could not proceed with that resolution at the present meeting. 

The remaining resolution, as follows, was then placed before 
the meeting :—"That the Articles of Association of the Institute 
be altered in manner following— (a) In Article 75 by deleting 
the word `and' where that word first occurs and by inserting the 
words `and Associates' immediately after the word `Fellows' 
where that word secondly occurs. (b) Article 76 shall be 
cancelled." 

Mr. P. A. Oakley (F.) moved that the resolution be con-
firmed. Mr. K. A. Henderson (F.) seconded the motion, which 
was carried unanimously. 

The President said that he had not the slightest fear that 
the extension of the franchise would harm the Institute. He 
believed it would add great interest and weight to the study of 
any problems in relation to the Articles of Association of the 
Institute. The meeting then closed. 



MINUTES 

INUTES of General Meeting held on Monday, 22nd 
October, 1928, at 8.15 p.m. 

Minutes.—The minutes of General Meeting held 
on September 24th were taken as read, and con-

firmed on the motion of Mr. A. S. Hall (A), seconded by Mr. 
A. S. Eggleston (F.) . 

Exhibition.—Gordon Institute of Technology.—The Pre-
sident reported the opening of an exhibition of renderings by 
students attending the Gordon Institute of Technology, Geelong. 

Examinations.— It was announced that the annual examina-
tion for Associateship of the Institute would be conducted at the 
Institute's rooms from Monday, 19th November, to Friday, 30th 
November. 

Hollow Blocks in Floors.— The Secretary read correspond-
ence exchanged with the Fire Underwriters' Association of Vic-
toria regarding types of hollow blocks accepted as complying 
with the Association's specifications. (This will be found in 
another part of the Journal). 

Builders' Registration.—The President said that the Coun-
cil had appointed a committee to consider the "Builders' Regis- 
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tration Bill." In company with Mr. K. A. Henderson (F.) , he 
had given evidence before a select committee of the Legislative 
Assembly. The Institute suggested that the constitution of the 
proposed Registration Board should be improved so as to include 
a representative of the general public appointed by the Governor 
in Council, a representative of the technical schools, and a mem-
ber appointed by the R.V.I.A. The Chairman of the select com-
mittee (Lieut.-Col. Forrest) had assured them that provision 
would be made in the Bill to protect the rights of Architects 
carrying out work by day labour. The Institute's representa-
tives had stressed the point that there should be a definite stan-
dard laid down for the education of builders and it had also 
been pointed out that strong powers were needed to control 
builders who might evade regulations and specifications. 

Proposed Cathedral Square.—The President stated that the 
Institute Council was extremely dissatisfied with the report of 
the special committee composed of representatives of the Rail-

ways Department, Melbourne City Council and the Town Plan-
ning Commission which had recommended the widening of 
Swanston Street between Flinders Street and Batman Avenue 
by 33 feet only. The Secretary read a lengthy communication 
which had been despatched to the Minister of Railways com-
menting on the report of the special committee. After lengthy 
discussion it was decided to place the Institute's views before 
the Lord Mayor by means of a deputation. (The discussion is 
reported elsewhere in the Journal) . 

The Control of Architectural Design.—Members were then 
invited by the President to discuss the question of the control of 
architectural design. Several members addressed the meeting 
in support of control, while other speakers strongly opposed any 
arbitrary method of censoring design. After lengthy debate, 
it was decided to convey the recommendation to the Council that 
the Institute appoint a committee for the purposes of advising 
members-of the profession and others on the design and char-
acter of buildings. (The discussion will be found in another 
part of the Journal) . 



THE RECENT EXHIBITION OF STUDENTS' WORK 

(A note on this appears in another part of the Journal) 

Mr. K. A. Henderson: I would like to draw attention to the 
exhibition of work by the students of the Gordon Institute of 
Technology, Geelong. The exhibition was one of the greatest 
merit and the Director of the Gordon Institute and his assistants 
are to be congratulated upon the excellence of the work, as are 
also those members of the Institute who had organised the 
exhibition. 

Mr. L. F. Irwin: I have pleasure in supporting the previous 
speaker. The work exhibited was of a high standard for its 
grade. The drawing was nearly all in pencil and was good 
drafting and the colouring and washing were clean—a very dif-
ficult thing to obtain from young students. A feature was the 
number of measured drawings, and I have no doubt that they 
were accurate because there was such evidence of the care with 
which everything was done. Mr. Baldwinston was to be con-
gratulated upon the work which he had done, which was obviously 
much more than the bare necessity of the case demanded. A 
suggestion has been made that he should go abroad, but I think 
that it would be a pity for young students to be sent abroad with-
out passing through the Melbourne University. It would be a 
bad precedent to allow the opinion to be circulated that they 
cannot be catered for here. To go abroad afterwards would be 
a fitting culmination to their training. I would like to congratu-
late the Gordon Institute and its Principal, Mr. G. R. King, and 
I hope that a letter of appreciation will be forwarded to Mr. 
King. The composition displayed on the sheets was admirable 
and the fact that the average age of the students who contributed 
work was 17 years, was worthy of special notice. 

Mr. E. Evan Smith: I desire to add my quota of apprecia-
tion. Every sketch was an excellent example of rendering and 
other work and I think that the Gordon Institute is to be con-
gratulated upon its work. 

The President: The Director of Education has assured me 
of his interest in the question of Architectural Education. I 
desire to express my regard for the work which Mr. King is 
doing at the Gordon Institute. The exhibition was the outcome 
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of a visit which I paid on behalf of the Institute to Geelong some 
time ago, when I had been so impressed by the work of the 
students that I suggested that it should be exhibited here. A 
letter will be forwarded to Mr. King, conveying the appreciation 
of the members of this Institute of the Exhibition of Students' 
Work. 

Mr. R. H. Davies (A.), Geelong, acknowledged the apprecia-
tory remarks of members, and the meeting closed, the members 
forming a social circle. 

QUALIFICATION FOR "FELLOWS" OF THE R.V.I.A. 

Attention is drawn to the alteration which has been made 
in the Articles of Association of the Institute which provides 
that a Fellow shall be an Architect who has attained the age of 
thirty years, etc., and has been engaged as a principal for at 
Ieast seven years, etc. 

(Previously, it was necessary for a Fellow to be an Archi-
tect who had been in practice as a principal for at least ten 

years). 

BUILDING REGULATIONS 

Members and Students are advised that the Secretary has 
procured a complete set of the Building Regulations of the Muni-
cipal Councils and other authorities within the Metropolitan 
area ; the enactments governing building erections in each of the 
Capital Cities have also been obtained. 

The whole of the Regulations referred to are available for 
inspection at the office of the R.V.I.A. 

STUDENTS OF THE INSTITUTE 

Miss Martha Lyall and Messrs. W. T. Crocker, R. E. Elford, 
I. K. Alexander, and J. K. Robertson have been admitted as 
Student Members of the Institute. 
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DISCUSSION ON THE PROPOSED 
CATHEDRAL SQUARE 

T the Meeting on Oct. 22nd the President said that 
the proposal of the Railway Department to build on 
the area bounded by Flinders Street, Swanston 
Street, and Batman Avenue had been receiving the 
close attention of the Council. The Government had 

referred the scheme suggested by the Institute to a conference 
which had delegated its powers in some degree to a special Board 
composed of Departmental officers representing the Railways 
Department, the City Council and the Town Planning Commis-
sion. That Board had adopted several of the proposals of the 
Institute and had furnished a report to the Hon. the Minister of 
Railways. The scheme suggested by the Board provided for the 
setting back of the building line by 33 feet only and for the 
erection of a building sixty feet in height on a line which was 
almost a continuation of the western alignment of the Cathedral. 
building and which would completely block the view of the latter 
building from the south. A letter had been forwarded from the 
Institute to the Minister of Railways, excerpts from which had 
been published in the press. (Here the Secretary read the letter 
which had been written by the Institute to the Minister and the 
reply which had been sent by him to the Institute) . 
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Mr. L. Harrison (F.) moved the adoption of the proposals 
which had been made by the Institute to the Minister and in 
doing so, congratulated the Institute upon the broad minded view 
which it had expressed. 

Mr. K. A. Henderson (F.) : The discussion as to whether 
there should be a 33 feet opening in front of the proposed Tourist 
Bureau or one of 120 feet with the formation of a "place,"  
reminds me of the definition given of the difference between a 
politician and a statesman. The politician is a man who has his 
eye on the next election; the statesman is one who has his eye 
on the next generation. We, as Architects, are trained to 
visualise what is to be done before anything is started, and I 
claim that the most serious consideration should be given to this 
project by both the Government and the people. 

Mr. H. J. Kerr (F.) : I support the step taken by the Insti-
tute, and would like to draw attention to what has been done in 
front of St. Paul's, London, and at the Church of St. Andrew 
at Ostend. The main idea in the case which is under discussion 
is to throw the space open, not to form a "Civic Square" but a 
square which will give a good approach to the city from the south 
and which will allow of an uninterrupted view of the Cathedral 
and of the War Memorial. 

Mr. O. A. Yuncken (A.) : The scheme prepared by the Insti-
tute Council is unanimously endorsed by members. 

Mr. A. S. Hall (A.) : Members are unanimous in their 
opinion on the matter, but I have been waiting for a concrete 
suggestion ; we must do something. I have heard it said recently 
that when the Spencer Street Bridge comes to be completed, a 
magnificent opportunity will be afforded to develop and beautify 
the banks of the Yarra, but unless the spirit of the public be 
stirred up both opportunities will be lost. I would like to hear 
someone offer a concrete suggestion regarding the square. 

Mr. K. A. Henderson: I would like to make a comparison 
between the vision and enterprise in Melbourne to-day and that 
which exists in some of the other Australian Capitals, because 
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it is time that we realised that, in some respects, Melbourne is 
lacking in foresightedness. Sydney is looking generations into 
the future and is tearing down great buildings in, some of her 
thoroughfares ; that is enormously costly, but it is realised that 
the longer the work is delayed the more costly it will become. 
At the same time, the North Shore Bridge and the underground 
railways serving the city are being constructed; all to deal with 
the future. Brisbane is forming a great "Anzac Square" as a 
War Memorial, and it has been decided that Adelaide Street, 
Brisbane, is not wide enough, so that thoroughfare has been 
widened by 33 feet. These are examples the like of which has 
not been seen in Melbourne for generations. Auckland has 
acquired a great area in the heart of the city to form a Civic 
Centre in the future; Wellington is building a new breakwater 
and is reclaiming several acres of the ocean, and in Christchurch 
there is a magnificent City Square with the Anglican Cathedral 
in the centre of one side of it. In consequence of the very excel-
lent manner in which it was originally laid out, Adelaide is not 
faced with similar problems. In Melbourne to-day, the only con-
sideration governing anything seems to be the immediate first 
cost;, no one seems to have any idea of doing anything for the 
future. It needed years of fighting and argument for us to reach 
the stage of launching an appeal for the War Memorial, yet, 
when that step came to be taken, it was found that the people 
had been eagerly waiting for it and in a few weeks the success 
of the project was assured. 

Mr. J. H. Harvey (F.) : Referring to the value of the views 
of some politicians, and their notorious lack of vision, reminded 
members that in the case of the present Prince's Bridge, the 
Minister of Public Works who was in office just prior to the con-
structión, was most anxious that the width of the bridge should 
be cut down to 66 feet, in order that a few thousands of pounds 
might be saved! The idea was scouted at once, the Melbourne 
City Council, fortified by the opinion, personality and influence 
of its Town Clerk (the late E. G. Fitzgibbon), opposing it so 
strongly that the Minister was compelled to succumb. All who 
observe what is happening every day on the bridge now must 
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feel devoutly thankful that Melbourne possessed so strong and 
brainy a City Council in those times. Yet the said Minister 
expressed the opinion that 66 feet would be ample width for all 
traffic which might pass over the bridge! The wisdom of the 
"City Fathers" of those days contrasted remarkably with the 
short-sighted policy which appears to govern all actions which 
are designed for the betterment and uplifting of the people 
now-a-days. 

Mr. J. R. Freeman (A.) : I have always been attracted by 
large squares. The proposal of the departmental committee has 
been termed "a square," but it really appears to be merely the 
widening of the street by a few feet. Should not the station 
building be pushed back also ? The area should be made at 
least twice the size proposed. 

The President said that "That is included in the proposal of 
the Institute. We hope to obtain a "Civic Centre" in a more 
suitable locality in the City. We do not consider that the 
"Cathedral Square" is the last word in civic improvement. I 
remember a square in Bath which is crossed by a street ; the 
square is entered at the corners and the effect is very beautiful. 

Mr. H. W. Tompkins (F.) : We appear to have sunk back to 
the position at which the first consideration is "will it pay, in 
£. s. d. ?" We are rapidly degenerating into a little town in the 
south-east corner of Australia, and when Sydney gets the line 
through direct to Adelaide, Melbourne will become a small local 
town ! 

Mr. R. B. Hamilton (A.) : I think that the matter is too big 
for any individual to offer any concrete suggestion upon unless 
he is prepared to give much more time to its consideration than 
any of us is in a position to give. Such a proposition should be 
placed in the hands of experienced Architects, Town-Planners 
and Engineers. The whole scheme should be mapped out by men 
of vision who could see the requirements of the city of the future. 

Mr. A. B. Smith (A.) : The Railway Department appears to 
be more concerned regarding the re-grading and re-laying of 
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the tracks than with anything else. Regarding the expense 
associated with that, public contributions might be received and 
portion of the cost met in that way. If it could be shewn that 
the bulk of the money would be returned in 50 years, it would 
be a good investment and a great help. 

The President said that he had been invited by Sir James 
Barrett to accompany a small deputation to place the matter 
before the Lord Mayor of Melbourne, and had brought the sub-
ject forward in order that he might be assured of the support 
of the Institute. He would suggest that a society be formed, 
something like the "London Society," which is composed of many 
influential men ; men in the highest positions in Art, Science and 
Letters in London. As lovers of London, members of that society 
sought to have the beauties of London preserved. Such a society 
in Melbourne might be very helpful. We owe a duty to the 
pioneers because they were men of vision, but latterly people 
seem to have gone to sleep ; they now appeared to see nothing 
but the immediate present. Great cities are not governed that 
way. Such cities were always the summation of the ideas of . 

people who had imagination sufficient to carry =them on to the 
achievement of something that was fine. If such a society as 
he had mentioned were founded in Melbourne, he felt sure that 
many people would become interested. Why not preach the doc-
trine of "the achievement of the best utilitarianism, by aesthe-
ticism ?" Difficulties were made to be overcome. No nation 
would ever become great unless the people put their backs under 
the burden and determined that they would overcome all difficul-
ties. Why should not Victoria do more than it had hitherto done? 
We have got into a pettifogging state. 

Mr. K. A. Henderson: What is known as "The 33 feet 
report" should not be confused with the proposals of the Town 
Planning Commission. It is not the work of that body. We 
should remember that if there were any purpose for which we 
are justified in borrowing money, it was the proposals for town- 
planning. For such a purpose we are justified in borrowing and 
spreading the repayment over at least three generations, because 
all the improvements were devised for the good of future genera- 
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Hons. Another point is the importance which is attached by 
some to the difficulty connected with the roofing over of the 
Prince's Bridge Railway Yards. The northern end of St. Kilda 
Road, from Batman Avenue to Flinders Street, is already a 
roof over a railway yard and that being the case, what is the 
trouble about? Every one of the tracks already goes under a 
roof over the railway yards, so why not push the roof out 120 
feet eastward instead of 33 feet, when the payment can be spread 
over three or four generations ? 

Mr. J. H. Harvey: It is nothing unusual to find the "Exist-
ing Lines" Branch of the Railway Department altering absolutely 
new work which has been executed by the "Engineer-in-Chief's" 
Branch; that is continually happening, because apparently one 
branch of the Department does not know what the other branch 
is doing, but there seems to be no great fuss made about that 
proceeding although it frequently involves considerable cost. 

The President: Respecting the remark made by Mr. Free-
man regarding the area proposed being too small, the site pro-
posed by the Institute embodies three acres ; many of the places 
in Europe and in other parts are of about that size. 

Mr. F. K. Cheethccm (A.) : One aspect that appeared to be 
almost entirely overlooked is the fact that this is one of the rare 
occasions on which land which belongs to the people is con-
cerned. No land has to be acquired and no buildings—except 
perhaps one signal box—have to be destroyed. As Mr. Hender-
son has pointed out, the problem of bridging over a few tracks 
is not- sufficient to call for any outstanding engineering skill. 
Melbourne is a city containing a million of people and yet officials 
quibbled and fussed over a matter of bridging an area of 100 
feet! 

Mr. O. A. Yuncken (A.) : It is interesting to compare the 
City of Melbourne with San Francisco and Los Angeles and to 
note the difference between the ideas of civic development and 
respecting civic centres, which are held there and what obtains 
here. 
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The President: I would like to know whether the members 
approve br not of the desirability of joining with the Town-
Planning Association regarding the placing of their views before 
the City Council. 

Mr. R. B. Hamilton: I suggest that we have a deputation of 
our own. 

The President accepted the suggestion and said that ar-
rangements would be made for a deputation. He proposed to 
co-opt several Associate Members so that their weight might be 
added to that of the Committee. 

(Copy of letter forwarded by the Council of the R.V.I.A. to 
the Hon. The Minister of Railways). 

19th October, 1928. 
The Hon. Thomas Tunnecliffe, M.L.A., 

Minister of Railways, 
Railway Department, 

MELBOURNE. 
Dear Sir, 

The Committee of the Royal Victorian Institute of 
Architects which submitted a report and plan to you on 2nd July 
last suggesting the creation of an open square at Prince's Bridge 
has closely perused a copy of the report, dated 30th August, 
prepared by the Committee of representatives of your Depart-
ment, Melbourne City Council, and the Metropolitan Town-
Planning Commission and which report was made available to 
the Institute on 11th instant. As the comments and recommen-
dations embodied in the latter report may directly affect a de-
cision in regard to structural alterations at Prince's Bridge, it 
is desired respectfully by the Institute to submit for the infor-
mation of the Hon. the Minister its considered opinions on the 
Committee's findings. 

At the outset, the Institute submits an earnest assurance 
that its suggestions on this subject have been advanced only 
after a careful study of existing conditions and with the definite 

[object 
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object of obtaining the best scheme possible for the area under 
review. 

Preamble: In the preamble to its report, the Committee 
states it has found in investigating several proposals for a city 
square that "no serious attempt has been made to consider the 
possible effect of the provision of such a square upon the pedes-
trian and vehicular traffic of the city, its probable cost, or the 
nature and extent of the alterations which it would entail to 
roadways, footpaths, rail tracks, platforms and structures." The 
Institute desires strongly to refute that statement. It is the 
decided opinion of the Institute that its scheme caters effectively 
for the pedestrian and vehicular traffic, and it is seemingly 
inconsistent for the committee to make such a statement and yet 
to publish in its recommendations the fundamental suggestions 
of the Institute in this regard ! 

Purpose of the Square: The report states the Committee's 
opinion that the purpose of the square suggested by the Institute 
is almost exclusively aesthetic. With that opinion, the Institute 
is entirely in agreement. It is evident that the theme of a public 
square or place is not intended for revenue producing purposes 
and in submitting its scheme, the Institute stated clearly that the 
main factor of the proposed square would be in its use as a 
necessary improvement to the existing unworthy main road ap-
proach to the city from the south. The Institute has not con-
veyed by inference or otherwise a proposal that a square at the 
site should be used as a public concourse to accommodate large 
crowds of people for civic celebrations. The Institute considers 
that the area is entirely unsuitable as a general place of public 
assembly. The utility of a square at the site would be in its 
value as an unsurpassed improvement to the City of Melbourne 
at its main gateway and in its use as a much-needed open space 
in the immediate vicinity. 

The statement by the Committee that the only reason which 
can be advanced for a widening of Swanston Street greater than 
33 feet is to preserve an open view of St. Paul's Cathedral is 
fallacious. There exists a definite need for an improvement at 

212 
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the termination of the main roadway approach at the city's 
gateway and a unique opportunity is now presented at the area 
to exemplify the present and future greatness of the City of 
Melbourne. The city is indeed fortunate in possessing such an 
outstanding edifice at its southern entrance and the presence of 
the Cathedral provides an axial point of dignity and beauty 
unparalleled on the southern boundary of the city. 

Effect ect on Traffic: The Institute is in complete agreement 
with the principle expressed in the Committee's report that the 
only successful solution of the traffic congestion at the intersection 
of Swanston and Flinders Street lies in a plan for decentralising 
the traffic and its more effective distribution by means of addi-
tional outlets. This aspect was very carefully considered by the 
Institute in propounding its plan but rather than express itself 
on what may be termed "side issues," the proposal was confined 
as far as possible to a scheme of improvement at the Prince's 
Bridge area. 

Improved Entrance to City: The expressed opinion of the 
special committee that the facades of the buildings fronting the 
east and west sides of the Swanston Street bridge should be 
architecturally in consonance and of a standard in keeping with 
the dignity of the main road approach to the city, is endorsed by 
the Institute. It is desired, however, to express the opinion that 
such buildings should not be designed in the style of the existing 
Flinders Street station buildings, in that the type of architec-
tural expression for buildings at the city gateway should not be 
over-influenced by existing structures designed some years ago 
for railway buildings. It is suggested by the Institute that the 
design of any buildings which may be erected on the site should 
be the subject of an architectural competition. 

The view of the Committee that the value for revenue pro-
ducing purposes of the ground floor of any building which may 
be erected on the eastern side of the bridge will become less and 
less the further the distance extends has, in the opinion of the 
[nstitute, unduly prejudiced the Committee in its enquiries. The 
Institute most strongly disagrees with such an ultra-conservative 

[policy 
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policy of civic improvement. That the matter of how much 
revenue would be returned by rental charges for a building pro-
posed to be erected fronting a square of such potential value to 
the city should to such an extent have affected the decisions of 
the Committee is, in the opinion of the Institute, most regrettable. 
Conversely to the Committee's view, however, the Institute con-
siders that if the proposed building be set back 120 feet as sug-
gested, the revenue producing value of the structure would be 
greatly enhanced. It is extremely difficult to understand the 
reasons which prompted the Committee to state that such a 
set-back would "very seriously impair" the accessibility and use-
fulness of a Tourist Bureau. To the mind of the Institute, such 
a view is entirely lacking in perception. Even under existing 
conditions, vehicular traffic is not permitted to remain stationary 
at the kerbside in the contiguous area and it is most improbable 
that it will be permitted to do so in the future. 

St. Paul's Cathedral: The Committee has expressed the view 
that the present location of St. Paul's Cathedral is quite unsuit-
able for a display of its architectural character. Such an expres-
sion is entirely irrelevant and misleading. The cathedral 
building is most definitely of a permanent character, and when 
the spires now being erected are completed its permanency in 
comparison with other types of structures will be increased and 
confirmed tenfold. It should here be stated that there is no 
inherent reason why the Cathedral building should not be pre-
served for many hundreds of years. 

The Committee's statement that the view of the Cathedral 
from St. Kilda Road is impeded by the avenue of trees on that 
thoroughfare is, in the Institute's opinion, not worthy of serious 
consideration as a detriment to the proposal to construct a 
square. 

Attention is drawn to the factor that if buildings of 60 feet 
in height are permitted to be erected fronting a 33 feet set-back 
only, it is more than possible that buildings extending to the 
maximum permissible height will in the future be erected on the 
site. Such conditions would completely eclipse a view of the 
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Cathedral from the south and would, in effect, transform 
Flinders Street into a side street with a Cathedral on a corner. 

33 Feet Set-Back and Temporary Building: The Institute is 
emphatically of opinion that the original proposal of the Railway 
Department to effect a 33 feet set-back and erect a building of 
a temporary nature not extending the full frontage between 
Flinders Street and Batman Avenue would, if carried out, be 
most incongruous. The estimated cost of this scheme is given 
in the Committee's report as £73,900, and as the basis of cal-
culating that figure is not applicable to other proposals for build-
ings of a permanent character examined by the Committee, the 
proposal has been eliminated from the references to cost esti-
mates submitted hereafter. 

Committee's Proposal: The Institute strongly opposes the 
proposal advanced by the Committee that buildings of 60 feet 
in height be erected in the alignment extending from Flinders 
Street to Batman Avenue. Apart altogether from the lack of 
vision in proposing the totally inadequate set-back of 33 feet, 
the suggestion to erect temporary one storey buildings on the 
area would, if carried out, create conditions of a most unimpres-
sive character and would undeniably stigmatize the city at its 
main entrance. 

The Committee's statement that a building of 60 feet in 
height would not to any material extent obscure the view of St. 
Paul's Cathedral spires from the south is misleading. The char-
acter of the spires and towers of the Cathedral is interdependent 
and co-related to the features of the building when viewed as a 
whole. If buildings of 60 feet in height were erected, the full 
effect of the imposing southern elevation of the Cathedral would 
not be perceptible in Swanston Street at a distance further south 
than 200 feet from the intersection with Flinders Street. 

A statement by the Committee that the 33 feet set-back 
gives a better road and footpath arrangement than the scheme 
proposed by the Institute is surprising, in that the section of the 
Institute's scheme dealing with this aspect has been adopted by 
the Committee and the only difference in the two proposals is 

[that 
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that a large safety zone for tramway passengers is suggested 
by the Committee in its cross-section of the roadway. The pro-
posal to widen Swanston Street on its eastern side between Little 
Flinders Street and Batman Avenue was included in the Insti-
tute's scheme submitted on 2nd July last. 

Institute's Scheme: The Committee in its report states that 
the beauty of a terraced square as proposed by the Institute, in 
order to overcome re-grading of the railway tracks, is open to 
question. The Institute, however, considers that a square raised 
above the footpath level would be infinitely more effective than 
an open space constructed to the level of the footway and road-
way. In addition, such a scheme would facilitate greatly the 
necessary alterations to the railway levels and tracks. 

The advantages to be gained from the carrying out of the 
Institute's plan were dealt with generally in the report submitted 
to you on 2nd July last, and it is not intended for the purposes 
of this communication further to expound that proposal. This 
opportunity, however, is taken to draw attention to the scheme, 
allied to the Shrine of Remembrance project, for continuing St. 
Kilda Road southwards in a direct line with Swanston Street 
to and encompassing the National War Memorial. The central 
axial line of the Shrine, which is destined to be one of the most 
impressive memorials in the world, will then be in direct align-
ment with Swanston Street. An imposing aspect of two renowed 
structures would be obtained from the proposed square, the War 
Memorial being situated at one extremity and the Cathedral at 
the city's gateway. 

At a meeting held on Monday last, 15th inst., of the Com-
mittee of the Institute dealing with this subject, a suggestion 
was made which, while contingent upon the eventual carrying 
out of the square scheme, would permit of a portion of the whole 
proposal being effected immediately, and the project being com-
pleted when financial considerations so warrant. The suggestion 
was that, as the proposed erection of a Tourist Bureau is con-
sidered by the Railway Department to be an urgent matter, the 
building be erected on a building line set back 120ft. 6in. from 
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Swanston Street, with provision for a footway in front of the 
building extending from Flinders Street to Batman Avenue, and 
that the section included in the set-back be left for future 
development. 

Subways: This opportunity is taken of stating that, should 
it be deemed expedient in the future to construct a subway or 
subways to or from the south-eastern corner of the intersection 
of Swanston and Flinders Streets, the scheme for a square 
as suggested by the Institute would lend itself infinitely better 
to harmonise with architectural and constructional details than 
would the plan embodied in the 33 feet widening proposal. 

Costs: As the Committee has not published details as to its 
method of calculating the comparative costs of its recommenda-
tion and the scheme advanced by the Institute, it is not possible 
here to analyze the estimates. It is, however, submitted that 
references in the context of the report regarding costs are most 
misleading. The report stated "The Committee is of opinion that 
schemes involving the expenditure of so large a sum (nearly half 
a million pounds) designed solely to give a better view from only 
one direction to a building of architectural importance which 
would still be unfavourably situated from this point of view, 
should not be adopted." In the Institute's opinion, that statement 
clearly indicated a state of prejudice in favour of one scheme 
on the part of the Committee during its enquiries. Assuming 
that the estimates quoted in the report are approximately reli-
able—and it appears to the Institute that the figures are extra-
vagantly liberal—the comparative costs as computed for decking 
over the railway tracks, effecting the necessary structural altera-
tions, widening the roadway space in Swanston Street. by 33 
feet, and for a building of three storeys extending over the full 
frontage from Flinders Street to Batman Avenue would be- 

120 feet square scheme, R.V.I.A.... 	... £606,200 
33 feet widening, Committee's proposal 253,200 

The Institute submits that the Committee's figures regard-
ing costs strengthen the case in favour of the square scheme. 
The great improvements to the city which would result from the 

[larger 
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larger scheme greatly outweigh the unproven arguments on the 
score of cost advanced in favour of the smaller proposal. 

In conclusion, it  is desired to state that the Institute has 
submitted the foregoing comments in an earnest endeavour to 
insure that any alterations which may be carried out at Prince's 
Bridge will be designed in the most effective manner and in the 
best interests of the metropolis. If sanction be given now for 
the carrying out of a scheme lacking in vision, it is more than 
probable that the opportunity to effect an improvement worthy 
of the civic dignity of the City of Melbourne will be lost for 
ever. 

We have the honour to be, Sir, 
Yours faithfully, 

(Sgd..) W. A. M. BLACKETT, President. 
(Sgd.) JOHN B. ISLIP, Secretary. 
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D ISCUSSION ON THE CONTROL OF 
ARCHITECTURAL DESIGN 

DISCUSSION upon this subject was opened at the 
General Meeting held on October 22nd last by Mr. 
Alec. S. Eggleston (F.), who was in favour of con-
trol. He said that the matter had been dealt with 
in other countries so that it was nothing new. In 
America, for example, it was held that there should 

be control and he could, if necessary, supply a list of great cities 
in England and America in which the principle had been 
adopted. It was a question of the rights of the community as 
against the rights of the individual, for the community had cer-
tain ownership in its buildings and it had a right to have some 
voice in the design of them. It has been claimed that the design 
of the railway buildings should be in some degree altered in 
order that a better approach to the city might be obtained and 
those who made the claim were upholding the rights of the com-
munity to have preserved to it the Architectural rights of the 
people. A man may say, "this is my building" but the com-
munity says "this is my street." An ignorant person might 
write poor poetry, but there is no obligation on any person to 
read it, whereas a poorly designed building is thrust in front of 
everybody whether he likes it or not; it is there and he has to 
look at it and with the advent of "flood-lighting," even night is 
not free from the horrors of poor design. On that account, he 
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considered that it would be advantageous to have some "com-
mittee of taste" or some other authorised body which would have 
the power to veto any Architectural design which might offend 
the artistic eye or which might violate the recognised canons of 
good taste. He mentioned an instance in which a public destruc-
tor and a series of brick-kilns had been erected close to a 
mansion. 

It might be said that "designers were born and not made" 
and it was perfectly true that all did not possess the same capa-
city, but those who were weak could receive the help and sugges-
tions of others who were better qualified. There was, in Wash-
ington, a committee the services and advice of which were purely 
of a voluntary character and the suggestions made by it were 
passed on to the designer and in the great majority of cases they 
were acted upon. It was a source of protection to the client 
because frequently the man who was about to build, was lacking 
in knowledge regarding the designs which were placed before 
him and unless he had some person or persons to advise him he 
was at a disadvantage ; for that reason, a committee of the kind 
referred to would be of great assistance to the proprietor. As a 
business proposition, Architectural control had been proved to 
be a great success as frequently it had resulted in the standard 
of a whole series of buildings on a subdivision or an estate being 
raised. If the original designs are not up to a proper standard, 
the subsequent sale of portions of a sub-division is seriously 
jeopardised and he thought that they could make out a strong 
case for the control of design from the point of view of the owner 
as well as of the Architect. Personally, he thought that at times 
it would be a great advantage to have the advice of a more skil-
ful man than himself. They could work together as a com-
munity of Architects and designers for the common good and he 
thought that if they could have the right men appointed, it would 
be an excellent thing for the city, but the committee must be 
impartial in its decisions ; it would be well if its members were 
appointed in the same way as judges so that they might be ab-
solutely untrammelled in their deliberations. 
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Mr. A. S. Hall (A.) : I am strongly opposed to what might 
be called `the arbitrary control of design.' I quite agree with the 
suggestions of Mr. Eggleston that a body should be appointed 
which might control designs voluntarily and which by its work 
would gain the confidence of both the Architects and the public 
in its decisions; thus, the Architect who is prepared to fly in the 
face of public opinion and to erect a building knowing that it is 
opposed to public opinion, would take the blame upon his own 
shoulders. I think that in Australia, there is far too great a 
tendency to try and cure all evils by means of regulations. Any 
form of censorship in Art matters is wrong. Art must be en-
tirely untrammelled or the best work cannot result, and in my 
opinion, any form of control would hamper, not the average man, 
but the man who was just a little ahead of the average. Con-
struction methods have changed so greatly during the last few 
years that some form of artistic impression is needed and we 
will not get that artistic impression unless men have the oppor-
tunity of making mistakes, for we cannot have progress without 
mistakes. Those who are endeavouring to obtain something 
new, will do much good in the world. Another reason for object-
ing to the control of design is that it is not a solution of the evil 
the real solution lies in EDUCATION. The worst buildings are 
designed by the worst trained men. In thinking over the matter 
I have jotted down the following lines :- 

"Control of design ! What futility ! 
What unparalleled, crass imbecility. 
'T would result in designs on stereotyped lines 
And the Architects' mental sterility." 

Mr. E. Evan Smith (F.) : I think that Mr. Hall has put the 
case against control very well. I do not think that the Architect 
should be trammelled for that would kill all individuality; con-
trol by a body of men who would have no change in their 
aesthetic view and would make everything look the same is not 
wanted. At the previous meeting, the lecturer (Mr. Henderson) 
left the question of design entirely open which indicated his good 
sense. I tremble to think who would be the adjudicators to con-
trol the Architects. 

[Mr. 
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Mr. K. A. Henderson (F.) : I am entirely in favour of a con-
trol of Architectural Design or a Censorship of bad design, pro-
vided such control or censorship is exercised by an exceedingly 
gifted and tolerant committee. I consider that such control 
would not go to the extent of doing what Mr. Hall has suggested, 
that is, stultifying originality. It would be something akin to 
the work of the hanging committee of an Art Society, such a 
committee turning away only such work as might be crude. Mr. 
Eggleston has spoken of the protection of the client and the 
public, but I think that a committee such as had been suggested 
would also protect the Architect from being instructed to do what 
he knew was not right. The committee would need to be most 
tolerant and it would not be working entirely in the dark. Many 
cities in Europe and America already exercise such control and 
we have the nucleus of such a committee in Canberra. If we 
can reach any unanimity at this meeting, we may be in a posi-
tion to approach the Lord Mayor with a proposal for the for-
mation of such a committee. 

Mr. O. A. Yuncken (A.) : I think the secret of the matter 
lies in the remark of Mr. Henderson to the effect that the com-
mittee should be composed of men of culture and tolerance, other-
wise any form of definite control is doomed to failure from the 
beginning. 

Mr. F. K. Cheetham (A.) : I think the whole thing resolves 
itself into a matter of education. The education of those people 
who should be on the Advisory Board is, of course, a matter of 
grave concern and if there were any chances of it assuming a 
political form, it would be a disaster. There would be difficulties 
regarding the composition of the Board because so many bodies 
will consider that they should be represented upon it. 

Mr. L. M. Perrott (F.) : I consider that there is room for 
improvement in the design of many city buildings, but sometimes 
I wonder whether that cannot be accomplished by some system 
of education and a better appreciation of good Architecture. The 
existence of some advisory committee would provide an excellent 
opportunity for the convincing of some of our clients that what 
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they desire is not always the best thing for them in the long 
run. At present, many of the general public do not appreciate 
good design when they see it. I think the committee would help. 

Mr. P. A. Oakley (F.) : I think that it is to be regretted that 
such a committee was not in existence many years ago ; never-
theless, the work in Melbourne is improving and as the education 
of our men continues to improve so design in the city will 
improve. The only way in which we can get to work is through 
the City Council. I have been wondering whether the Council 
would accept a suggestion from the Institute to the effect that 
we might create a committee for the purpose of advising people 
who had to erect buildings in Melbourne ; I think that it should 
be optional on the part of people as to whether they took advan-
tage of the services of the committee. Owing to the fact that 
there is control of design in Canberra, some designs had been 
turned down and sent back with instructions that they should 
be entirely remodelled, but I do not think that it would be pos-
sible to make the matter compulsory here. I would like to see 
a resolution carried to the effect that the Institute would be pre-
pared to advise Architects and others respecting any improve-
ment that might be made in their designs. 

Mr. H. W. Tompkins (F.) : I do not agree with Mr. Oakley 
regarding the submission of designs for criticism, because 99% 
of the designers would not do it, but designs for buildings to be 
erected in some of the principal streets should be submitted to 
a committee. 

Mr. L. F. Irwin (A.) : A difficulty must occur regarding the 
appointment and working of such a committee ; it would be a 
catastrophe if the committee should be in any way a detriment 
to the materialisation of anything new or good which, for the 
moment, might not be appreciated. I do not think that any 
designer has the right to do anything in 'a street which would be 
out of harmony with the remainder of the street ; for that reason 
the committee would be valuable, but it would have to be a very 
tolerant body ; it would be dangerous to hand the matter over to 
the City Council. It might be made mandatory that all drawings 
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of buildings should go before the committee, but its function 
should be purely advisory ; it might suggest improvements in the 
designs submitted, but beyond that it should not go. I do not 
think that the education of the public is a matter for Architects 
to undertake ; the public has always been led. Domestic Archi-
tecture has improved wonderfully, but that is not the result of 
educating the public ; the important thing is the education of 
ourselves ; we have to train our young practitioners to know 
what is good. 

Mr. Alec. S. Eggleston read an extract relating to the work-
ing of similar committees in Birmingham, Edinburgh, etc. 

Mr. A. S. Hall: The committee at Washington consists of 
three members drawn from a large panel and is appointed for 
three weeks ; at the end of each week one man retires so that it 
is changed every week. That is a safeguard against getting bad 
work through. 

Mr. R. B. Hamilton (A.) moved "That in the opinion of this 
Institute, it is advisable in the interests of the civic beauty of 
Melbourne, that such a committee be appointed by the Melbourne 
City Council through the agency of the R.V.I.A." 

Mr. K. A. Henderson: I second the motion provided that it 
be agreed that at this stage, submission to the committee shall 
be voluntary. I am in favour of a committee being created by 
this Institute which would receive voluntary submission of 
designs from members for the purpose of criticism. If such a 
committee be appointed, I will have the greatest pleasure in sub-
mitting a scheme which I have in hand in Collins Street and I 
will treat its recommendations with the greatest respect. 

Mr. R. B. Hamilton: The personnel of the committee might 
consist of an eminent Architect, an Artist of high standing, and 
an independent layman of pronounced aesthetic judgment. 

Mr. O. A. Yuncken: I think that the City Council should not 
come into the business at all. 

Mr. K. A. Henderson: The City Council should be notified 
of the appointment of the committee. 
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Mr. P. A. Oakley: We should be very clear about the resolu-
tion. I would support a resolution which would create a com-
mittee, the City Council to be notified that the committee was 
there for the purpose of advising people. 

Mr. K. A. Henderson: That is the spirit of the motion. 

Mr. P. A. Oakley: It should be a purely honorary com-
mittee; the City Council should have nothing whatever to do 
with it. 

The President: The motion will be a recommendation to the 
Council of the Institute. The function of the committee must be 
advisory, it could not well be mandatory ; it could do a great deal 
if formed of a suitable membership and it should include one or 
two of those who are engaged in the practice of the Fine Arts. 
Its discussions must be entirely confidential. I would support 
the motion but it would have to be safe-guarded by many con-
siderations; the Council would regulate to that effect. The com-
mittee would have to look at things in a large way, and the 
members of it must not allow their own particular tendencies 
in design to influence them regarding things that might be quite 
different and yet quite sound. 

The discussion then closed. 

[Th e 



B OARD OF ARCHITECTURAL 
EDUCATION 

N consequence of extreme pressure of business, Mr. 
P. B. Hudson (F.) has found it necessary to resign 
from the Board of Architectural Education as a 
representative of the Institute Council. 

In response to the desire of the Council, Mr. Alec. S. Eggles-
ton has agreed to fill the vacancy, and he will hold office until 
March, 1929. 

PRIMARY EDUCATIONAL STANDARD 

The following regulation was recently recommended by the 
Board and adopted by the Institute Council:— 

"All persons sitting for the Institute's examinations shall be 
required to possess the `Leaving Certificate' or its equivalent to 
be approved by the Board, but until 31st December, 1932, the 
Board may grant dispensation from this requirement in any 
cases of proved hardship, when in the opinion of the Board, the 
candidate has an otherwise satisfactory general and Architec-
tural education ; in any case, however, the candidate must have 
passed the `Intermediate Examination' or in the opinion of the 
Board, have reached an equivalent standard." 

ARTICLES OF PUPILAGE 
The Council has adopted a recommendation by the Board 

to the effect "That the matter of a fee, if any, to be paid by a 
student to an Architect to whom he is articled, be left for indi-
vidual arrangement between the parties concerned, but that the 
Institute recommends that no premiums be charged for the 
articling of University students. 

R.V.I.A. WAR MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP 
Applications for the Royal Victorian Institute of Architects 

War Memorial Scholarship are invited and will be received at 
the office of the Institute, 53-55 Collins Place, on or before 15th 
December next. 
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The following persons are eligible to apply :- 

1. Persons whose Architectural Education has suffered 
through the loss of a relative at the war. 

2. Returned Soldiers. 
3. Students of Architecture. 

(Candidates must be pursuing a course of study at the. 
University) 

R.V.I.A. SILVER AND BRONZE MEDAL AND 
SKETCHING COMPETITIONS, 1929 

Particulars relating to these Competitions will be available 
on November 30th next, and all who may be interested are re-
commended to make application to the Secretary, Mr. J. B. 
Islip, who will furnish the necessary information. 

[The 



"F.R.V.I.A." AND "A.R.V.I.A." 

(An open letter to all members of the Institute) 
Sir, 

In considering the lamentable lack on the part of the 
general public, of intelligent knowledge regarding matters per-
taining to the profession and the need for aiding the public in 
the obtaining of fully qualified service, it has often occurred to 
me that a certain amount of blame for the apathy of the layman 
can be attributed to members of the profession themselves. We 
feel sore and aggrieved at the attitude of a public which (though 
recent educational methods have effected a decided improvement) 
appears to set at naught the matter of qualification and to ignore 
the fact that intensive training and experience are essential 
requirements for a person who qualifies as a reputable architect. 
The work and experience are equal to those demanded of a medi-
cal practitioner. But what do individual practitioners do in 
order to help this position? Do you, on all possible appropriate 
occasions, make it clear to the public that you are a fully ac-
credited member of The Royal Victorian Institute of Architects, 
an incorporated body operating under a Royal Charter, and 
which enforces a very definite standard of technical and ethical 
qualifications for admission to its ranks? I fear that members 
do not appreciate the true value of ventilating this information 
as much as is desirable, both in the interest of the public, so 
that they may be induced to avoid unqualified persons and those 
who do not observe the ethics of the profession, of whom there 
are so very many who use the designation "Architect," and also 
in the interest of Institute members, so that the prestige of the 
profession may be raised and the confidence of the layman in the 
Institute increased. 

We cannot expect the public to worry about finding out 
whether a person who may style himself "Architect" is fully 
qualified by reason of his being in practice. It is a fact that 
many of the public are led—or hoodwinked—into believing that 
a person possesses full credentials as an Architect, merely 
because he uses a title which designates the profession. How 
often do we see on brass plates or on the hoardings of buildings, 
on letter heads, on plans and specifications, such unenlightening 
designations as "John Jones, Architect"? Does "John Jones, 
Architect" expect that the public will in some manner take 
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measures to discover that he is a reputable and distinguished 
member of the profession, whereas "William Brown, Architect" 
has questionable qualifications ; beyond the fact that he has a 
name-plate which infers that he is a capable professional man? 

We are aware of cases also in which Institute members, 
qualified to use the affix denoting membership of the R.I.B.A., 
glory in that distinction and who fancy that by omitting refer-
ence to the fact that they are also members of the R.V.I.A., they 
are not detracting from the value of their qualifications. There 
is nothing to be lost and much to be gained by making quite 
clear to the public your standing in the profession. It may 
rightly be assumed by the layman that all practitioners who do 
not denote membership are not entitled to do so. Some members 
may consider the affix cumbersome ; others—and these consti-
tute quite a number—consider that their reputation is adequately 
renowned without being supported by such designation. Regard-
ing the latter, it should be pointed out that by clearly demon-
strating their professional attributes, they will aid considerably 
in the advancement of the profession and of the Institute, but 
by neglecting this matter they are with-holding valuable support 
and are re-acting against other members who do rightly set a 
practical value upon their membership of the Institute. 

(Sgd.) JOHN B. ISLIP, 

Secretary. 

229 	 [The 



THE ANNUAL DINNER 

HE Annual "House Dinner" was held at the Allied 
Societies' Hall on Friday, 7th September last. The 
President (Mr. W. A. M. Blackett) presided. 

After the Loyal Toast had been honoured, Mr. 
P. A. Oakley (F.) proposed "The Allied Professions." This was 
responded to on behalf of the Institute of Civil Engineers, by 
Mr. J. N. Reeson, a member of the Advisory Committee, and by 
Mr. W. H. Wilkins, as representing the Victorian Institute of 
Engineers. Mr. Wilkins exhorted those members of the R.V.I.A. 
who were not already members of the Kelvin Club to join it. 

Mr. K. A. Henderson (F.) proposed "The Master Builders' 
Association" coupled with the "Victorian Master Builders' 
Association" and with the "Master Builders' Federation" and 
this was responded to by Mr. A. Douglas, who made a few com-
ments respecting the question of registration of builders. Pro-
fessor Henry Payne, M.Inst.C.E., Dean of the Faculty of 
Engineering at the Melbourne University, proposed "The 
R.V.I.A." remarking that he would advise Architects—especially 
the younger men—not to give way to the temptation to be too 
individualistic in design, as persistence in such a practice would 
be in danger of producing what might be described as a "hotch-
potch." He recommended them to continue designing upon lines 
of beauty, and expressed the hope that the new Spencer Street 
Bridge would prove to be an object of beauty as, being the first 
bridge observed by those who approach the City of Melbourne 
by water, it would create a favourable impression upon new 
arrivals if it were a beautiful object. 

Mr. P. B. Hudson (F.) responded and asked members to 
ponder over what they were doing for the profession. He paid 
a tribute to the pioneer Architects of Melbourne, the works of 
whom still continue to hold their own in the city, being among 
the most beautiful architectural monuments that embellish it. 
The following period of the work of building in the city had been 
largely influenced by the pioneers having been to a great extent, 
produced by the pupils of the first generation of Architects 
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although it was of a rather poorer type than the work of those 
men who had been trained in the Old Country as the former, in 
their younger days, did not possess the same advantages for 
study. The third period, he was sorry to say, produced some of 
the least satisfactory examples, and it then became recognised 
by the leading Architects that unless the rising young men were 
well educated, there could be no hope, and things would go from 
bad to worse. They then set to work to "put their house in 
order" and to initiate a system of Architectural education which 
would gradually raise the whole standard of work. Among those 
who did yeoman service in that direction was their late friend, 
Mr. Anketell Henderson, and regarding the work produced at the 
present time, the introduction of organised professional educa-
tion is at length producing very promising results. He hoped 
that, eventually, an all round improvement such as is in evidence 
in the U.S.A. would materialise. He appealed to members to 
give more and more attention to the improvement of the means 
of Architectural education and with the methods of dealing in 
a practical manner with local materials. 

It was then announced from the Chair, that an exhibition 
of work executed by the Architectural students of the Gordon 
Institute of Technology, Geelong, would be opened in the hall on 
October 22nd. 

During the evening musical items and sketches were ren-
dered by Messrs. H. W. Bladen (A.) and McGuinness. 

(This report was omitted from the September issue of the 
Journal, so much space having been absorbed by more important 
items) . 

[Competitions - 
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COMPETITIONS 

The Australian Provincial Assurance Association Limited 
invites competitive designs for a building which it is proposed 
to erect in St. George's Terrace, Perth, W.A. Jury of award—
The Chairman of the Association, the President of the 
R.I.A.W.A., and Professor Leslie Wilkinson, F.R.I.B.A. 

Cost, £55,000. Closing date, 18th February, 1929. 

Conditions on deposit of £1 (refunded on return within 14 
days or on receipt of a bona-fide design) from. the Secretary, 
A.P.A. Head Office, 77 King Street, Sydney. 

N.B.—All particulars that are available may be seen at the 
office of the R.V.I.A., on application to the Secretary (Mr. J. B. 
Islip) . 

CHURCH OF ENGLAND CATHEDRAL AT CANBERRA 

The Assessors in the competition for this building have fur-
nished the following report upon the competition designs. 
To the Diocesan Registrar, 

Church House, St. Andrew's Cathedral, Sydney. 

Dear Sir, 

By arrangement with the Bishop of Goulburn we here-
with forward you the result of our final adjudication on the six 
selected sets of designs which have been developed to â  scale, 
with perspectives and details as required by the Conditions of 
Competition. We award Design No. 33 the first premium, No. 4 
the second premium, and No. 34 the third premium. 

We consider the author of the first premiated design has 
produced a very able solution of the problem. The plan which 
is essentially that of a cathedral, results in a dignified interior 
and an exterior admirably in harmony with its surroundings. 
The provision for the seating of a large congregation on special 
occasions is excellent, and the placing of monuments has been 
well thought out. In years to come when the buildings have 
been completed and more ample funds available than at present, 
the vaulting and wall surfaces of the interior will afford a fine 
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field for decoration by mural painting or mosaic, which would 
greatly enhance the design and render the Cathedral one of the 
most noteworthy ecclesiastical buildings in Australia. 

There are a few minor details in planning and design which 
we think could be improved in working out the scheme in detail, 
and these will no doubt be fully considered by the author when 
that time arrives, the one needing most attention being the 
planning of the Bishop's residence. 

Yours faithfully, 

(Sgd.) JOHN SULMAN. 
(Sgd.) W. A. M. BLACKETT. 
(Sgd.) LESLIE WILKINSON. 

(Arrangements are in progress for an exhibition in Mel-
bourne of the designs which were submitted in this competition. 
Details will be supplied on application to the Secretary, Mr. 
J. B. Islip.) 

The Design numbered 33, for which the first premium of 
£300 was awarded, was submitted by Mr. H. Crone, Sydney. 
That numbered 4, for which the second prize of £200 was awarded 
was by Messrs. A. R. La Gerche (F.) and W. E. Gower, Mel-
bourne. The third award of £100 went to No. 34, which was the 
work of Messrs. Power, Adam and Munnings, Sydney. 

The Cathedral is to cost £150,000. 
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RECENTLY ELECTED MEMBERS 

Mr. Leslie Marsh Perrott (F.).—Mr. Perrott had been an 
Associate since 1920, and has been in practice in Melbourne 
since 1914. He has carried out works of considerable magni-
tude, the latest of which is the "Hotel Alexander," Spencer St., 
Melbourne. Mr. Perrott is also a member of the American Con-
crete Institute. 

Miss Edythe E. Harvie (A.) —Miss Harvie served articles 
under Messrs. Stephenson & Meldrum, Melbourne ; completed 
course in Architecture at the Swinbourne College (also in Model-
ling and Mechanics of Structures) ; travelled in England and on 
the Continent; obtained Hon. Mention in R.V.I.A. Bronze Medal 
Competition; passed R.V.I.A Scholarship and obtained honours 
at the University of Melbourne Architectural Atelier ; also com-
pleted third year work at the Atelier. Passed R.V.I.A. Examin-
ation, 1927. 

Mr. P. Maxwell Shaw (A.).—Mr. Shaw was educated at 
Church of England Grammar School, Melbourne ; completed 
three years course in Architecture and Building Construction at 
Working Men's College, Melbourne ; received Diploma of Archi-
tecture, University Atelier ; served articles under Messrs. H. W. 
& F. B. Tompkins; passed R.V.I.A. examination 1927. 

AUSTRALIAN COMMONWEALTH ENGINEERING 
STANDARDS' ASSOCIATION 

The Institute Council asks members, when specifying in con-
nection with future building works, to adhere as far as possible 
to the standard specifications issued by the Australian Common-
wealth Engineering Standards Association. A table of the stan-
dard specifications issued to date has been forwarded to all 
members and it may also be seen at the office of the R.V.I.A. on 
application to the Secretary. 
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Since the inception of the Standards Association, the 
R.V.I.A. has been officially represented on several expert com-
mittees appointed by that body to co-ordinate building standards 
and much good work has been accomplished by the Association ; 
the standard specifications are the result of careful study which 
has been given to the subject. 

Quite logically, it is claimed by the Association that the 
adoption of these standards will simplify the drafting of speci-
fications and consequently the preparation of tenders. The 
Institute Council endorses the opinion of the Association that it 
is desirable from a national economic standpoint that a uniform 
method of specifying be adopted and to that end, members are 
requested to adhere to the standard specifications referred to. 

TENTH REPORT OF THE IMPERIAL ECONOMIC 
COMMITTEE 

TIMBER 

By the courtesy of His Majesty's Trade Commissioner for 
Australia, a copy of this Report has been forwarded to the Sec-
retary and it may be seen by any member of the Institute on 
application. 

• The Report deals with Forest Resources ; Imports into the 
United Kingdom ; Past Efforts to encourage the use of Empire 
Timbers ; Trade Organisation in Imported Timber ; Softwoods ; 
Lighter Hardwoods ; Hardwoods ; Home-Grown Timber ; Trade 
in Home-Grown Timber; Conditions for Increasing the use of 
Home-Grown and other Empire Timbers; Continuity of Effort; 
Regularity of Supply ; Determination of Uses ; Preliminary 
Examination ; Large Scale Tests ; Forest Products Research 
Laboratory at Princes Risborough ; Quality and Grading ; 
Nomenclature ; Marking ; Stocks ; Financial Considerations dur-
ing Introductory Period ; Special Representatives ; Propaganda ; 
Voluntary Preference; Summary of Conclusions and Recommen-
dations; Imports of unmanufactured wood into the United King-
dom, 1927 ; Imports of Hardwoods into the United Kingdom, 
1926 ; List giving a few instances of the use of Empire timbers in 
works and buildings in Great Britain. 
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GAS SUPPLY TO LAUNDRIES IN FLATS 

The following communication has been forwarded to the 
Institute by the Metropolitan Gas Company 

OR some time past we have found that in supplying 
gas by prepayment meter to laundries in flats con-
siderable losses have been sustained by reason of the 
small consumption, the capital cost of the installa-
tion and the expense of collection being out of all pro-

portion to the revenue derived. We have also encountered great 
difficulties owing to thefts from prepayment meters in flat laun-
dries and feeling has unfortunately been engendered when the 
owner or lessee has been called upon to make good the loss. The 
above factors have caused us to give close consideration to the 
whole question, and it has now been decided to amend the exist-
ing regulations governing the supply of gas to laundries in self-
contained flats. A copy of the amended regulations—effective 
from this date—is enclosed herewith for the information of your 
members, who, we feel sure, will appreciate the position, and 
who may rest assured of our desire to give them and the public 
the best service at all times. 

(Sgd.) A. E. BRADSHAW, Secretary. 
26th October, 1928. 

(A copy of the new regulation is printed below, and it may 
also be seen on application to the Secretary of the R.V.I.A., Mr. 
J. B. Islip) . 

THE METROPOLITAN GAS COMPANY 

Amended Regulations Governing the Supply of Gas to 
Laundries in Self-Contained Flats 

1. All Regulations hitherto in operation, which permit of 
Prepayment Meters being installed to supply Gas Wash-Coppers 
in self-contained flats, are hereby cancelled. 

2. On and after this date the Company is prepared to fix 
one (1) ordinary meter to supply the complete installation of 
Gas Wash-Coppers in a block of self-contained flats ; provided, 
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however, that the number of wash-coppers so fixed shall not be 
less than three (3) . 

3. The Proprietor or Lessee of the building must apply for 
such meter and the applicant will be responsible for all gas con-
sumed through same. 

4. Where the Proprietor or Architect specially desires an 
Accommodation Prepayment Meter fixed in each laundry, the 
Company is prepared to fix such prepayment Meter or Meters, 
provided the Proprietor purchases direct from the makers or 
local agents. The actual cost of fixing such Accommodation 
Meter or Meters, and any necessary piping and fittings required 
will be charged for. Alternatively such work may be carried out 
by a Master Plumber and Gasfitter. 

5. The Company will not accept responsibility either for 
the maintenance of the Prepayment Meter or for the money 
deposited in the Cash Box by tenants. This is purely a domestic 
matter for the Proprietor or Lessee. 

6. Where a Prepayment Meter or Meters, the property of 
this Company, is or are at present installed in laundries of self-
contained flats, the Company may remove same in all cases 
where the gas consumption is, in its opinion, insufficient to give 
an adequate return to cover the cost of installation and collec-
tion, and fix one (1) Ordinary Meter in lieu of the existing Pre-
payment Meter or Meters as provided for in Regulations Nos. 
2, 3, 4, and 5 hereof. 

(Sgd.) A. E. BRADSHAW, Secretary. 
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HOLLOW BLOCKS IN FLOORS OF BUILDINGS AND THE 
FIRE UNDERWRITERS' ASSOCIATION OF VICTORIA 

In answer to a communication from the Council of the 
R.V.I.A. respecting the use of Hollow Blocks in the floors of 
buildings of Fire-Resisting Construction the following memor-
andum has been received from the Fire Underwriters' 
Association. 

The Secretary, Institute of Architects, 
55 Collins Place, Melbourne. 

Dear Sir, 

"I am directed to advise you that hollow blocks composed of coke-
breeze concrete will not in future be accepted as complying with 
this Association's Specifications for the construction of hollow 
floors in fire-resisting buildings, if the block is to be regarded 
as constituting part of the required thickness of the floor." 

Yours faithfully, 
(Sgd.) E. E. VINES, Secretary. 

In a further letter, the Secretary of the Association says : 

"In reply to your letter of 28th inst., enquiring as to what 
types of hollow blocks are acceptable as complying with the 
Association's Specification, I have to advise you that the 
materials of such blocks must be of brick, terra cotta, fire-clay, 
and/or concrete, the concrete to be a mixture composed of Port-
land Cement and sand with broken brick, burnt ballast, furnace 
slag, clinker, other similar hard and burnt material, or gravel. 

"I may add, that the question of permitting the use also of 
other fire-resisting material is at present having the attention of 
this Association." 
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EXHIBITION OF WORK BY STUDENTS 
IN THE ARCHITECTURAL CLASSES 
AT THE GORDON INSTITUTE OF 
TECHNOLOGY, GEELONG 

URSUANT to a suggestion made by the President of 
the R.V.I.A. (Mr. W. A. M. Blackett) some time ago, 
an Exhibition of work done by the students in the 
above classes was organised and was held in the 
Allied Societies' Hall, opening on 22nd October last. 

In declaring the exhibition open, Mr. Blackett made a brief 
reference to the genesis of the function, and he eulogised the 
work which is being carried out at the "Gordon" under the 
direction of Mr. Geo. R. King (F.) . 

The party present was a large and representative one and 
it included the Hon. Howard Hitchcock, M.L.C., Mr. M. P. 
Hansen, M.A., LL.B. (Director of Education of Victoria), Mr. 
Lance Fallaw, M.A. (a member of the Council of the Gordon), 
and other well known citizens. 

In congratulating the contributors to the exhibition, Mr. 
M. P. Hansen drew particular attention to the great work which 
is in operation at the Gordon Institute under the direction of 
Mr. King, and mentioned that on his frequent visits to the offices 
of the Public Works Department of Victoria in connection with 
the work of school buildings, he had not failed to note the com-
paratively large proportion of young men who had been trained 
at the Geelong Institution who are members of the professional 
staff there. 

While disclaiming any pretentions to assume the position 
of an authority regarding Architectural design and drawing, he 
highly appreciated the beauty of execution of a great deal of the 
work shewn and which testified not only to the ability and apt-
ness of the students but to the enthusiastic character of their 
Principal and his staff of instructors. 

Mr. H. Hitchcock also bore testimony to the able manner in 
which Mr. King carried out his duties as Director of the Gordon 
Institute, to the enthusiasm which he awakened in the young 
people who are under his direction and to the value of the instruc-
tion which he imparted to them. 
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Mr. Lance Fallaw reminded the visitors that the Art of 
Architecture was of outstanding importance to the human race 
because the exercise of it is essential for man's health and com-
fort. The Arts of Painting, Music, etc., are Fine Arts, but that 
of Architecture is not only one of the Fine Arts, it is a useful 
Art as well. Man may get on without painting and music, but 
he cannot exist without housing of some sort and the provision 
of such shelter brought into operation the practice of 
Architecture. 

A great deal of the work shewn consisted of copies of some 
of the details which are acknowledged to be outstanding ex-
amples of fine classical productions, and it was not only large in 
quantity, but remarkably even in quality, the drawing as a whole 
being of an exceedingly high standard, especially considering 
that the average age of the students is given as 17 years. That 
the greatest care had been observed by the young draftsmen was 
obvious and the comparatively large number of measured draw-
ings of local examples was notable. 

It is not considered desirable here, even if sufficient space 
were available in the current Journal, to attempt anything of the 
nature of an exhaustive review of the work shewn or to indulge 
in any but the very broadest remarks ; that has already been 
done elsewhere ; all that can be said is, that the display did the 
greatest credit to all concerned in its organisation, not only to 
the students but also to their instructors and to those who took 
part . in the preparation of it for public view. 

In a class by itself, was the prolific and versatile work of 
Mr. A. N. Baldwinson who, not content with mathematical 
drawing and Architectural sketching, has explored the fields of 
water-colour work ; he shewed several illustrations in this 
medium. 

If similar exhibitions could be arranged in order to place 
the work of the students of other technical schools before the 
Metropolitan public, it would afford some idea of the work that 
is in progress among us, of the interest that it creates and of 
the great value of it. 



CORRESPONDENCE 

The Editor, R.V,I.A. Journal of Proceedings. 

Sir, 
N several recent occasions members of the Institute 
have had opportunities of seeing some of the work 
being carried out by the Architectural Atelier at the 
Melbourne University and of studying the results 
achieved. The well-being and efficiency of the 

Atelier is based largely on the support of practising members of 
the Institute, and in this regard the generous help afforded by 
members in attending the studios to criticise and lecture has 
been of great value. 

There is, however, as in all such undertakings need for 
financial assistance to aid the Atelier in its great work. A gen-
erous gift of £100 was provided recently by an Institute member 
for the purpose of augmenting the library, which is so essential 
to the successful functioning of the Atelier. Per medium of the 
Journal, I should like to suggest to members several other items 
of which the Atelier is in great need and for which insufficient 
provision is made by the meagre grant received for the purpose 
from the general funds of the University. 

Firstly, the need has long been . felt for a scholarship to be 
awarded annually to second year students. At the present time, 
an annual scholarship for first year students is provided by the 

and this has proved of the greatest value, not only in 
stimulating the work, but also in helping persons who are not at 
this stage able to command high salaries. The First Year 
Scholarship, however, is not sufficient for a school of the Atelier's 
size, and it hoped that some member or members will be pre-
pared to establish a Second Year Scholarship in his or their own 
name for one or more years. 

In this connection, previous endeavours have been made to 
inaugurate a form of bursaries to help those students who, while 
not at the top of their year, are very deserving of support and 
who are experiencing difficulty in making both ends meet. So 
far the endeavours have not been successful, but it is undoubted 
that if bursaries could be established, much good would result. 
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The P. A. Oakley Sketching Prize—an annual gift of books 
—has, since its inception, proved of such value that the Atelier 
authorities are anxious to provide a Prize on similar lines for 
Rendering. 

The Atelier was established by members of the Institute for 
the benefit of the profession and, considering the financial handi-
cap under which it is working, the results being obtained are 
excellent. I therefore appeal for assistance to the many Institute 
members who, while keenly interested in the progress of our 
students, have not previously been informed as to how they could 
assist them to the fullest advantage. 

Yours, etc., 

W. A. M. BLACKETT, 
President, R.V.I.A. 

Melbourne, 14th November, 1928. 



MODERN WALL TEXTURES 

(Abstract of a paper read at the last Institute Luncheon by 
Mr. C. H. Oliver) 

( 	R. OLIVER traced the history of the finishing of wall sur- 
\ 	 faces and of wall decoration from the time at which man 

improved the walls of his primitive mud huts in appearance 
by the application of a coating of plaster, mentioning the 
use of plasters, plastic paints and surface colouring by the 
ancient Egyptians, the Greeks, Romans, Arabs and Persians, 

down to the time of the Spaniards and the Dutch and eventually the 
English. He reviewed the progress from the original rough textured 
surfaces to the smoother finishes and again to the rougher textures which, 
after having been under a cloud for generations, have been resuscitated 
to-day. He said "There is in evidence to-day what might be termed a 
renaissance of colour. After a period of. several years of popularity, 
plain, flat colours on walls are gradually giving place to more colourful 
treatments. Blends of several colours and rough textures of various 
patterns have the ability not only to afford more artistic backgrounds for 
furnishings, but also to sustain interest for a much longer time. They 
afford colour, texture and pattern in a restrained, moderate degree which 
adds charm to all decorations when carefully handled by the decorator. 

The one disadvantage of these artistic finishes is the tendency of the 
less experienced decorators to be intemperate in their use of bright colours 
in large areas. Too often they forget that walls are not the principal 
decorative features of a room but only the background; that neither the 
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colours, pattern nor texture of walls should be strong enough to draw 
attention to themselves. 

However, when decorators once understand that colourful, patterned 
and textured decorations must be in harmony with the decorative plan of 
the room as a whole, and use them in that manner, they constitute remark-
ably beautiful and artistic decorative means in the hands of capable 
craftsmen. 

What have now evolved into artistic and beautiful wall decorations in 
our day had their crude beginnings away back in the early ages when 
homes were but little more than mud huts. The thought uppermost in 
the minds of those people was for protection, not the beauty of decora 
tion. But as the struggle for the preservation for life became less difficult 
man gradually turned to thoughts of making his home better to look upon 
—an attempt at decoration. At first these thoughts found expression only 
by a more even application of the mud plaster and attempts to smooth it 
a bit with hands and sticks. Later the ideas of design, pattern and orna-
mentation developed. From such crude beginnings have come through the 
centuries our present day artistic, serviceable and durable wall textures 
including smooth, sand finish, moderately coarse, rough and rugged 
textures. 

Rough textured wall surfaces have gained tremendously in popularity 
of late because of their real artistic merit. By the use of these treatments 
it is possible to produce wall decorations which possess just the right 
degree of colour and texture or design to fit in perfectly with the whole 
decorative scheme for a room. Both the strength and character of colour 
and textures are completely within the control of the decorator and these 
finished have taken a permanent place in decoration. The rough textured 
finishes, such as sand-float, Holland, Old English plaster, Italian plaster, 
Roman tile, Spanish palm finish and others of the antique type are exceed-
ingly appropriate, not alone for Spanish mission architecture and Italian 
villa types, but also for a very large number of homes built after modern 
architectural ideas. 

One of the peculiar advantages of the mottled and blended surfaces 
and particularly of the rough textured treatments, is that they are enriched 
and mellowed by age. Even the accumulation of dust seems to add to 
their artistic appearance. As a rule the smooth surfaces having mottled 
and blended effects are coated with starch. This protects them and makes 
it possible to wash them clean by removing the starch coating. Mottling 
and blending on the rough textures, being done with transparent water 
colours, may readily be washed off and renewed. 

Altogether the great beauty of the rough wall textures and the mott-
led, blended surfaces constitute modes of decoration which can be skilfully 
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done without exceptional effort. Such treatments constitute a real advance 
in the decoration of modern interiors. 

The lime and thought given to a study of wall treatments with the 
idea of securing colour, pattern and texture exactly suited to the general 
decoration of rooms is well repaid with a greater measure of harmony. 
The walls and ceiling of a room are but the background against which the 
furnishings and accessories are displayed. When we keep in mind this 
fact there is less temptation to feature the walls too much in themselves 
by making them obtrusive in colour, texture or design. 

There is an interesting comparison between the walls and ceiling of 
a room and the backgrounds of artist's oil paintings which are usually 
made up of a variation in colours and texture. Mottling and blending, 
shadow and light effects go to make up the elements of interest in such 
backgrounds which simply serve as a foil for the principal object or 
group featured by the picture. The fields, woods, mountains, seas and even 
the sky with its cloud formations all constitute backgrounds for principal 
or nearby objects and groups which form a picture for the eye. 

On smooth plaster walls one of the easiest ways to produce the varia-
tions in colour, tone and texture is by the use of glazing, mottling and 
blending. And it is, of course, possible to convert smooth wall surfaces, 
by decoration, into moderately or exceedingly rough textures, by the use 
of many working methods. 

Perhaps, the greatest virtue of the glazing, mottling and blending 
process is its versatility. It is capable of being manipulated to produce 
wall colour and texture effects to harmonize with all ideas of fitness. No 
matter what the character of furnishings or architecture, wall decoration 
can be produced by this process to fit the need. Nor does it matter whether 
simple or elaborate, subdued or extreme, conventional or novelty treat-
ments are called for, the glazing treatment can be manipulated to supply 
just the right colour effect for the purpose. 

And it is well to keep in mind that certain wall colourings and decora-
tive effects can only be secured by the glazing, mottling and blending 
process. 

Flat monotones on walls often become tiresome. Relief comes from 
painting the walls, which are really the background for furnishings, in 
variations of colour, to give the interesting mellow effects of light and 
shadow. This is precisely what the artist painter does in making back-
grounds for his pictures. 

Then there are many other instances where only glazed and blended 
colours can be used to produce the colour effect needed. Suppose a bright, 
colourful yellow wall is needed to carry out the colour scheme of a room 
effectively. If you mix a bright yellow opaque paint and coat the walls 
with it the effect will be so harsh and crude as to absolutely dominate the 
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room, and unpleasantly too. But, if you coat the walls in flat ivory white 
and glaze over with yellow lake or yellow in a mottled, blended treatment, 
you secure the brilliant yellow wanted in clouded areas but the wall colour 
as a whole is restrained and harmonizes with the furnishings. 

In a similar manner a peacock blue mixed in opaque paint covering 
a fairly large wall is quite impossible of harmony with the whole room. 
But mix a light ground coat opaque and flat by tinting zinc white with 
ultramarine blue. Brush it on and let it dry. Then glaze over it with 
emerald green and you gain the colourful effect without crude, harsh and 
monotonous effect. It is the transparency of glaze coats as well as the 
clouded mottled effect of light and shadow which contribute such beauty 
of glazing. 

Glazing may be described as the application of a coat of colour or 
several colours which are transparent to a wall, wood trim;  furniture or 
other surface. Literally glazing means to skim over a surface with a 
very thin coat of some material. Among decorators it usually means the 
use of transparent, not opaque, colours spread on a surface and stippled, 
wiped out or blended. It is the process called "stumbling" by decorators; 
of course, a surface can be and sometimes is glazed over with opaque 
colours, especially when producing gray mottled finishes " 

Describing the methods which are adopted for the production of the 
various kinds of "finish," he drew attention to the desirability of consider-
ing the interior surface of a wall as a simple background for the better 
display of the furnishings and decorative details of a room, comparing it 
with the background of an ordinary picture which merely serves as a foil 
for the principal object or group featured by the picture. Afterwards he 
dealt with the practical methods adopted and the appliances used in the 
performance of the work, which he described in detail, mentioning the 
different tools used by the craftsman for the obtaining of just that special 
surface which he desired and then made suggestions regarding the obtain-
ing of harmonious results in colour, finally referring to the use and value 
of "glazing" in the production of finished effects which would prove agree-
able to the artistic eye. A very great amount of practical information was 
embodied in the address and it is regretted that more space for dealing 
with it cannot be given in the Journal. 

Any members who may desire to obtain more detailed information on 
the subject, may peruse Mr. Oliver's Paper on application to the Secretary, 
Mr. J. B. Islip. 



LEGAL 
MEMO. FROM THE MASTER BUILDERS' ASSOCIATION 

OF NEW SOUTH WALES 

Relating to Piggott v. Townsend 

In view of the above decision which has been upheld in a recent dis-
pute as to the validity of a certificate given by the Architect to a member. 
of the New South Wales Association legal advice has been taken and our 
Solicitor writes:— 

"We would further suggest that there be included in this Contract a 
clause to the effect that notice of any dispute or difference shall be given 
in writing by the complaining party to the Architect and to the other party 
to the contract and that any notices which are required to be given under 
any clause in the contract shall be deemed to be duly given if proved to 
have been sent by registered letter addressed to the person to be served 
at his place of abode or business and service shall be deemed to be made at 
the time when the registered letter would in the ordinary course of post 
be delivered. 

The object of the first part of this clause is to protect a Builder from 
the effect of the decision referred to in the event of him not being aware 
that a dispute exists between the owner and the Architect. 

PIGGOTT v. TOWNSEND 

1926: November 18—December 1 

Contract—Arbitration clause—Action on Architect's final certificate—
Dispute arising under the contract—Cross-action for damages for non-
completion of the work—Jurisdiction of the Supreme Court—Arbitration 
Act, 1902, No. 29, ss. 6, 15. 

The plaintiff, a building contractor brought an action against the 
defendant to recover an amount alleged to be due on an Architect's final 
certificate. The contract provided that a certificate of the Architect or 
an award of the referee or arbitrators or umpire, showing the final balance 
due or payable to the builder should be conclusive evidence of the works 
having been duly completed, and that the builder was entitled to receive 
payment. It was further provided that in case any dispute or difference 
should arise between the proprietor 	. - and the builder . . . as to 
. . 	any matter or thing arising under the contract . . . or as to 
the amount of any certificate, final or otherwise, then either party should 
forthwith give to the other notice of such dispute or difference, and such 
dispute or difference should be referred to arbitration, etc. . . . The 
defendant pleaded a cross-action by way of set-off for damages for non-
completion of the work in accordance with the contract. The pleadings 
showed that all conditions had been fulfilled giving the parties the right to 
proceed to arbitration. The plaintiff, however, did not commence arbitra- 
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tion proceedings but brought this action, and the defendant took no steps 
to stay proceedings under s. 6 of the Arbitration Act. 

Held, that as soon as a dispute arose and was notified by either party 
the Architect's certificate was eliminated as determining or as part of the 
machinery for determining the amount due to the plaintiff, and that the 
action having been brought, and no steps having been taken to refer the 
matter to arbitration, the Court had jurisdiction to entertain the action, 
including the issues raised by the cross-action. 

CROSS DEMURRERS 

The relevant facts appear in the judgment. 

Milner Stephen, for the plaintiff. Under this contract the binding 
nature of the architect's certificate is not affected by the arbitration 
clause unless matters in dispute have actually been submitted to arbitra-
tion, and this applies even where the dispute has arisen before the issue 
of the certificate. The defendant is therefore not entitled to plead a 
defence of cross-action and the Court has no jurisdiction to hear it: Dole-
man & Sons v. Qssett Corporation (1912) 3 K.B.257) ; Clemente v. Clark 
(Hudson 4th Ed. Vol. 2, P.54) ; Lloyd v. Milward (Hudson 4th Ed., Vol 2, 
P.262) ; Robins v. Goddard (1905) 1 K.B.294) Chambers v. Goldthorpe 
(1901) 1 K,B.624). 

Halse Rogers and Dignam, for the defendant. The final certificate is 
not a bar to a claim by the proprietor against the builder where a dispute 
has arisen before the issue of the certificate because where a dispute has 
so arisen the certificate is not conclusive. When a contract contains a 
provision for reference to arbitration but does not make an award a con-
dition precedent to the bringing of an action the jurisdiction of the Court 
is not ousted: Stibbard v. Standard Fire and Marine Insurance Co. of 
N.Z. (5 S.R.473). 

C.A.V. 
Dec. 1 

The judgment of the Court (Street, C. J., Ferguson and Campbell, 
J. J.) was delivered by 

Ferguson, J.: This matter comes before us upon cross demurrers. 
The plaintiff, a building contractor, is suing the defendant for the amount 
due upon an architect's final certificate. Two material conditions of the 
contract were in the following terms:- 

27. A certificate of the architect, or an award of the referee or 
arbitrators, or umpire hereinafter referred to as the case may be, showing 
the final balance due or payable to the builder, shall be conclusive evidence 
of the works having been duly completed, and that the builder is entitled 
to receive payment of the final balance, but without prejudice to the liabil-
ity of the builder under the provisions of Clause 16. 
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29. Provided always that in case any dispute or difference shall arise 
between the proprietor, or the architect on his behalf, and the builder, 
either during the progress of the works or after the determination, aban-
donment or breach of the contract, as to the construction of the contract, 
or as to . . . any matter or thing arising thereunder (except . . .) 
or as to the withholding by the architect of any certificate to which the 
contractor may claim to be entitled, or as to the amount of any certificate, 
final or otherwise, then either party shall forthwith give to the other 
notice of such dispute or difference, and such dispute or difference shall 
be and is hereby referred to the arbitration and final decision of a referee 
to be agreed upon between the proprietor, or the architect on his behalf, 
and the builder, failing agreement as to a referee then two arbitrators 
and umpire, etc. 

The defendant has pleaded a set-off by way of cross-action for dam-
ages for non-completion of the work in accordance with the contract. The 
question of law substantially raised by the demurrers is whether on the 
admitted facts it is open to the defendant to dispute the amount shown 
by the architect's certificate to be due. 

It is conceded by the plaintiff on the one hand that if the difference 
between the parties had in fact been referred to arbitration the amount 
due would have to be determined by the arbitrator, and that the certificate 
would not be conclusive. The defendant's contention is that to deprive 
the certificate of its conclusive effect it was enough that difference should 
have arisen so as to make effective the submission to arbitration and that 
it was immaterial whether they had actually been referred or not. 

In one respect the facts are somewhat indefinitely stated on the 
record. The rejoinder states that disputes and differences arose, but there 
is no express allegation that notice of such disputes and differences was 
given by one party to the other. I think, however, that it is reasonably 
implied by the pleadings as a whole that all conditions had been fulfilled, 
giving the parties the right under the contract to proceed to arbitration, 
and that is the footing on which the case has been presented to us on the 
argument. 

The plaintiff, then, had the right, if he had chosen to exercise it, to 
commence arbitration proceedings instead of bringing an action. The 
defendant, when the action was brought, might before pleading have 
applied for a stay of proceedings under s.6 of the Arbitration Act. These 
steps were not taken. It is still open for the Judge, under s.15 on the 
application of either party, or of his own motion, to refer the matter to 
arbitration. I mention these matters simply for the purpose of dismissing 
them from consideration. The dispute has not been referred to arbitra-
tion, and no question of such reference is now before us. 

The agreement to refer does not oust the jurisdiction of the Court. 
The Court is now seized of the action, and has the duty of determining the 
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issues raised in it. The question we have to consider is the effect in that 
action of the architect's certificate. Is it conclusive because there has been 
no reference to arbitration, or is its conclusive effect taken from it, as 
the defendant contends, by the mere arising of a dispute in a form which 
perfected the submission to arbitration? I think the defendant's conten-
tion is right. As soon as a dispute had arisen and been notified, the 
matter by agreement became one for the decision not by the architect, 
but by the arbitrator. Practically, therefore, the architect's certificate was 
eliminated as determining, or as part of the machinery for determining, 
the amount due to the plaintiff, and the matter then stood on the same 
footing as the ordinary case of a contract with an arbitration clause. 
That clause admittedly does not oust the jurisdiction of the Court to 
entertain an action, and the action having been brought and no steps 
having been taken for a reference to arbitration, all questions of fact 
arising in the action must be determined in the ordinary way by a jury. 
The remarks of Collins, M. R., in Robins v. Goddard (1905) 1 K.B. at 
P.301), are directly in point:—"If something which purports to be con-
clusive is made subject to revision, it loses its quality of finality. That is 
the case here, where the decision of the architect is made subject to the 
decision of an arbitrator. A person who agrees to arbitrate upon any 
matter is not, unless the award of an arbitrator is made a condition pre-
cedent to the bringing of an action, debarred from pursuing his common 
law right to bring an action, subject to this, that upon proper steps being 
taken a direction might be obtained that the case, instead of being tried 
in an action, should go before the arbitrator. No order has been made 
in this case which excluded the defendant from his legal right to an 
action at common law, and there was, therefore, nothing to prevent the 
defendant from raising his defence and counter-claim, or to deprive the 
learned Judge of jurisdiction to try them." 

In my opinion our judgment on this demurrer must be for the 
defendant. 

Judgment for the defendant with costs. 

Solicitor for the plaintiff: E. F. Thomas, Goulburn, by W. H. H. Hill. 

Solicitor for the defendant: J. C. Walsh, Goulburn, by Murphy & 
Moloney. 
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FEDERAL COUNCIL OF THE AUSTRALIAN 
INSTITUTES OF ARCHITECTS 

APPENDIX "D" TO MINUTES OF MEETING HELD AT 
CANBERRA IN AUGUST, 1928 

COMPETITIONS CODE 

(Adopted at Canberra, August 14th, 1928. By resolution dated August 
17th, 1928, the Federal Council delegated to each and every State Institute 
the administration of this code in respect of Competitions within such 

State). 

This Competitions Code of the Federal Council of the Australian Institutes 
of Architects is based upon the accepted standards of architectural bodies 

throughout the British Empire and the United States of America. 

1. Selection of an Architect.—To obtain the best results in the design 
and construction of any building, it is advisable generally, for the building 
owner to appoint a competent Architect, or Firm of Architects, selected 
because of special fitness for the particular type of building proposed to 
be erected. If, however, a building owner has difficulty in making such a 
selection, he may choose an Architect by means of an architectural 
competition. 

A competition is constituted whenever two or more Architects are 
invited to submit sketches or designs for the same project on any condi-
tions other than the payment to each of the remuneration for such ser-
vices provided in the Scale of Professional Charges of the Federal Council 
of the Australian Institutes of Architects. 

For buildings of a public or monumental character it is advantageous 
to select an Architect by means of a competition. 

It should be clearly understood that a competition is conducted for the 
purpose of selecting an Architect rather than a design, as it is too much 
to expect a competition to produce even one design that in the first instance 
meets the Promoter's every requirement. As a rule this is only attained 
after conference between the successful Competitor and the Promoter. 

2. Conduct of Competitions.—The success of a competition depends 
largely upon its being conducted in a proper manner and under conditions 
likely to prove attractive to Architects of repute. 

3: Rules for Competitions.—Building projects differ widely in char-
acter and it is impracticable to offer a model set of competition conditions 
to cover all requirements. This code, however, indicates the main essentials 
for obtaining a successful result from a competition. 

The Council will gladly co-operate with Promoters of approved com-
petitions, and will if necessary supply more detailed information applicable 
to any particular requirements. 

251 	 [4. Forms 
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4. Forms of Competitions.—Competitions are of two forms—Open 
and Limited. 

5. Open Competitions.—Open Competitions are those in which all 
Architects, subject to any necessary geographical or other restrictions, are 
at liberty to compete. This class of competition is recommended for works 
of a public or semi-public character irrespective of the cost of the project. 

6. Limited Competitions.—Limited competitions are those in which 
only a limited number of Architects are invited to compete. It is suggested 
that this class of competition be limited to five competitors. It is in the 
best interests of the Promoters of limited competitions that only Architects 
to any one of whom the Promoters would be willing to entrust the work, 
be invited to submit designs. 

The selection of the competitors should be carried out as follows:— 

(a) By direct selection by the Promoter. 

(b) By balloting from those who have obtained first, second and 
third places in recent competitions of a similar character. 

(c) A combination of (a) and (b). 

(d) By means of a preliminary open competition in which the 
main lines only of the project are worked out and by which a 
limited number of competitors are selected to enter the com-
petition proper. 

Competitions (except for small memorials and the like) for work 
estimated to cost less than £10,000, are not as a rule approved by the 
Council. 

7. Premiums and Honorariums.—In open competitions, premiums are 
awarded to at least the first three competitors placed. 

In limited competitions each competitor receives an honorarium of 
equal amount. 

The Promoter of a competition gives an undertaking (subject to safe-
guards hereinafter mentioned) to engage the author of the design placed 
first, as Architect at the customary remuneration. 

Premiums are exclusive of any Architects' fees which become due to 
the successful competitors consequent upon his appointment as Architect 
to the work. 

Premiums and honorariums together with Assessors' fees (all of which 
are payable at the time of notifying the award) are 2- % of the value of 
the work when the estimated expenditure is £10,000, ranging down to 
1.1%e in the case of works costing £50,000 and over, as shown in the 
schedule to this code. 

Of the amount allotted for premiums and Assessors' fees, the Assessor 
or Assessors receive approximately one fourth for works costing from 
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£10,000 to £100,000 and approximately one fifth for works costing more 
than the latter amount, exclusive of travelling and out of pocket expenses, 
if any. 

8. Assessors.—It is the first essential that a competition be com-
petently assessed, consequently the Council does not approve of competi-
tions unless the Assessor or Assessors are approved of by it. 

The Council is always prepared to assist prospective Promoters of 
competitions in regard to the engagement of Assessors. 

Assessors, by virtue of their acceptance of appointment as such, con-
tract to assess the design in the best interests of the Promoters on the one 
part and the competitors on the other. 

Assessors may not accept any commission as Architect or Consultant, 
in any form whatsoever in connection with the preparation of designs, or 
the execution of the finished work when once a competition has been 
initiated. 

9. Number of Assessors.—For work costing under £50,000 only one 
Assessor is necessary. 

For works costing from £50,000 to £250,000 three Assessors are 
required. 

In the case of works costing more than £250,000, or those of a com-
plicated nature, this Council may advise that the number of Assessors be 
increased. 

10. Qualification of Assessors.—In the case of a single Assessor, the 
Council requires that he be an Architect, and in general this applies to 
the case of three Assessors, although in special cases it may approve of 
one of the Assessors being a specialist who is not necessarily an architect. 

11. Duties of Assessors.—The duties of Assessors are:— 

(a) To draw up, after consultation with the Promoters (who shall supply 
all necessary data), the particulars and èonditions governing the com-
petition, in accordance with the principles set forth in this Code. 

(b) To satisfy himself beyond any doubt, that the requirements of the 
Promoter or Promoters are practicable of attainment for the sum 
available. 

(c) To make himself thoroughly conversant with any legal covenants, 
local conditions, etc., affecting the project. 

(d) To answer queries raised by competitors within a limited time, such 
answers to be sent to all competitors. 

(e) To examine the designs submitted and exclude any which do not con-
form to the Conditions of Competition (except such as are of a sug-
gestive character only). 

L (f) To 
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(f) To assess the designs and advise the Promoters generally. 

12. Approved Competitions.—To obtain the Federal Council's 
approval of a competition:— 

(a) The Assessors must be appointed at the commencement of the com-
petition and be approved by the Council. 

(b) The Conditions of Competition must be in accord with all the require-
ments of this code and in particular they must— 

i. State the name of the Assessor or Assessors. 

ii. Provide that the award shall be final and binding on all parties. 

iii. Provide that the author of the design placed first shall be employed 
to carry out the work unless, in the case of an open competition, 
the Assessor or Assessors are satisfied that some valid objection 
to such employment exists in which case the author of the design 
placed first shall be required either— 

To forego all claims to employments, in which case the author 
of the design placed next in order of merit shall become the 
Architect for the building, subject to similar conditions or-
to collaborate in the duties of the appointed Architect with 
an Associate approved by the Assessor or Assessors. 

iv. Provide that the Architect employed to carry out the work shall 
be remunerated in accordance with the scale of charges of the 
Federal Council of the Australian Institutes of Architects, and 
that should the selected Architect not be instructed to proceed 
with the work either as originally planned or redesigned, within 
twelve months from the date of making an award, the Promoter 
shall pay to the Architect 1s% of the estimated value of the pro-
posed works according to his design, in addition to any premium 
awarded. 

v. Provide for a reasonable period for the preparation of designs 
and for the award to be published within six weeks from the 
closing date. 

vi. Stipulate a reasonable number of drawings to be furnished drawn 
to a scale consistent with the clear indication of the essentials of 
the project. 
Elaboration of draughtmanship must be discouraged as constitut-
ing an unreasonable tax on competitors. 

vii. Define a specific basis for the compilation of estimates of cost. 

The Conditions must provide that a design shall be excluded from the 
competition for any of the following reasons:— 

i. If sent in after the time of closing of the competition (accidents 
in transit excepted). 

(c) 



• 

reòera[ Council ot tbe BALE. 

ii. If it does not provide substantially the accommodation prescribed 
in the schedule of accommodation. 

iii. If in the opinion of the Assessor or Assessors, the completed 
scheme would exceed the stipulated cost by more than 10 per cent. 

iv. If it violates the provisions of any Acts, By-laws or legal enact-
ments relating to the building or site, in force at the first official 
notification of the competition. 

v. If any attempt be made by the Author to influence the decision of 
the Promoters or Assessors, or disclose his identity. 

vi. If it exceeds the limit of the site as defined in the conditions. 

vii. If it is not drawn and presented in the manner set forth in the 
Conditions of Competition.  

13. Exhibition of Drawings.—The Promoters of a competition must 
undertake to hold a duly advertised public exhibition of all drawings for 
a period of at least one week commencing within 14 days of the date of the 
award. 

14. Return of Drawings.—Promoters must undertake to despatch to 
their authors, free of charge, all designs not premiated, within one week 
of the closing of the public exhibition. 

15. Insurance.-The Promoters shall insure all .designs from date of 
receipt till date of despatch to competitors, amount of insurance per design 
to be in the discretion of the Assessor or Assessors. Such insurance to 
cover all responsibility on the part of the Promoter. 

16. General.—It is an offence against the ethics of the Federal 
Council of Australian Institutes of Architects— 

(a) To participate either as assessor or competitor, in any competi-
tion the conditions of which have not been approved by the 
Council. 

(b) To accept any work for which a competition has been called, 
unless or until the Promoter has discharged his obligation as laid 
down by this Code. 

17. Modification.—This Council reserves to itself the right to vary 
any or all of these conditions where exceptional circumstances prevail. 

Further information may be obtained from any of the following 
sources :— 

The Secretary, Federal Council of Australian Institutes of Architects, 
Commerce House, Brisbane. 

The Secretary, N.S.W. Institute of Architects, 5 Elizabeth Street, 
Sydney. 
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The Secretary, Royal Victorian Institute of Architects, 53 Collins 
Place, Melbourne. 

The Secretary, Queensland Institute of Architects, Commerce House, 
Brisbane. 

The Secretary, South Australian Institute of Architects, Claridge 
House, Gawler Place, Adelaide. 

The Secretary, Royal West Australian Institute of Architects, 70 St. 
George's Terrace, Perth. 

The Secretary, Tasmanian Institute of Architects, 137 Macquarie St., 
Hobart. 
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SCHEDULE 

Value of 
Project 

Per Cent. 
Total 

Value of 
Premiums 

Cost of 
Assessing 

Total 
Minimum  

No. of 
Assessors 

£ £ £ £ 
10,000 2.5 185 65 250 1 
15,000 2.375 265 90 355 1 
20,000 2.25 340 110 450 1 
25,000 2.125 400 135 535 1 
30,000 2.00 450 150 600 1 

35,000 1.875 490 165 655 1 
40,000 1.75 525 175 700 1 
45,000 1.625 550 180 730 1 

50,000 1.5 560 190 750 3 
55,000 1.5 620 205 825 3 

60,000 1.5 675 225  900 3 

65,000 1.5 730 245 975 3 

70,000 1.5 785 265 1050 3 

75,000 1.5 850 280 1125 3 

80,000 1.5 900 300 1200 3 

85,000 1.5 950 325 1275 3 

90,000 1.5 1020 330 1350 3 

95,000 1.5 1070 355 1425 3 

100,000 1.5 1125 375 1500 3 

125,000 1.5 1400 400 1800 3 

150,000 1.5 1800 450 2250 3 

175,000 1.5 2100 525 2625 3 

200,000 1.5 2400 600 3000 3 

225,000 1.5 2700 675 3375 3 

250,000 1.5 3000 750 3750 3 

Note: In addition to the above there is generally some small 
incidental expense for printing conditions, etc. 



ALONG THE BYE-PATHS 

Mr. W. A. Drummond (F.).-In consequence of the pro-
tracted nature of his illness, Mr. W. A. Drummond has resigned 
from the Council and at the unanimous desire of the members of 
Council, Mr. K. A. Henderson has agreed to fill the position. 

Mr. J. H. Fawcett.—Mr. Fawcett (F.) , who has recently 
retired, joined the staff of the Victorian Railways Dept. in 1889 
and in 1919 became Chief Architect of the Dept. Besides other 
railway buildings which have been constructed during the last 
30 years, Mr. Fawcett was successful, in association with Mr. 
H. P. C. Ashworth, in the competition for the Flinders Street 
Railway Station and he was also responsible for the designing 
of the celebrated "Railway Towers" which formed perhaps the 
most spectacular item in the illuminations which graced the city 
on the occasion of the Commonwealth Celebrations at the time 
of the visit of the present King and Queen to Melbourne. 

Mr. Geo. R. King.—The friends of Mr. Geo. R. King (F.), 
Principal of the Gordon Institute of Technology, Geelong, will 
be sorry to hear that he has for some time been very unwell ; 
so much so that he has been compelled to lay-up. We all wish 
our genial member a speedy recovery and trust that he will 
soon be among us again. 

Mr. H. C. Trigg.—Mr. H. C. Trigg (A.) has been ap-
pointed Assistant Chief Architect in the Public Works Depart-
ment of Western Australia. Mr. Trigg was a graduate of the 
-Gordon Institute of Technology, Geelong, and has been, for some 
years, practising in Geelong. We congratulate him upon the 
distinction. 

Mr. J. S. MacDonald.—Mr. J. S. MacDonald, the well 
known writer on Art matters and Artist, has received an ap-
pointment as Art Inspector to the Technical Schools in New 
South Wales. (It will be remembered that some time ago, Mr. 
MacDonald lectured before the R.V.I.A., on "Architecture from 
the point of view of the Artist.") He is well known to many 
members of the Institute, and we wish him success in his new 
sphere. 
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