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MINUTES. 

INUTES of a General Meeting which was held at the 
Allied Societies Building on Monday, 18th June, 
1928, at 8 o'clock p.m. 

Chair.— The President, Mr. W. A. M. Blackett, 
occupied the Chair, and there was an attendance of sixty-four 
members. 

Minutes.— The minutes of the previous meeting were taken 
as read and confirmed, on the motion of Mr. F. G. B. Hawkins 
(A.) , seconded by Mr. H. J. Kerr (F.) . 

Apologies.—Apologies for non-attendance were received 
from Messrs. T. J. Buchan (F.) , E. Evan Smith (F.) , and P. 
Scott Williams (A.) . 

Ballot.—Messrs. H. L. Peck and C. L. Cummings having 
been appointed scrutineers, a ballot was conducted for the elec-
tion of Mr. Leslie Marsh Perrott (A.) as Fellow and Miss Edythe 
Ellison Harvie and Mr. Philip Maxwell Shaw as Associates. All 
three candidates were elected. 

Resignations.—It was announced from the Chair that the 
resignations of Miss V. P. Lane (A.) and Mr. H. E. Morton (F.) 
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had been accepted by the Council. Mr. Morton has severed his 
connection with the Institute for the reason that he is no longer 
a resident of Melbourne. 

Future Members.— Members were advised that the Council 
had agreed to the following recommendation of the Fellowship 
Committee—"So that new members might feel that they are 
bringing something of value into the Institute, they should (a) 
be expected to present examples of their work for exhibition on 
the occasion of ballot, and (b) on being welcomed as a new mem-
ber every such person should be asked to respond to his, or her 
welcome." 

R.V.I.A. Silver Medal Competition.—The President an-
nounced that two designs had been submitted for the 1928 Silver 
Medal Competition, but that neither was of sufficiently high stan-
dard to merit the award of the Silver Medal, which was the 
highest award of the Institute. A certificate of Hon. Mention 
was presented to Mr. F. J. Glennon. 

R.V.I.A. Bronze Medal Competition, 1928.—It was an-
nounced that the R.V.I.A. Bronze Medal, 1928, had been awarded 
to Mr. G. T. Farries. The adjudicators for the competition had 
expressed the opinion that the average standard of the drawings 
submitted this year was higher than on any previous occasion. 
The Bronze Medal and a Certificate were presented to Mr. 
Farries by the President. Mr. H. T. L. J. D. Acton, whose work 
had been placed second, was presented with the Vice-President's 
Prize and a Certificate. 

Domestic Architecture Exhibition Competitions.— Special 
Bronze Medals and Certificates were presented to Messrs. W. & 
R. Butler and Martin for the winning designs for a Brick House 
to cost £1500, and for a Large House, for which no amount was 
specified. Bronze Medals and Certificates were also presented to 
Messrs. R. B. Grounds and G. H. Mewton for the design for a 
Timber House to cost £1000. 

Display Floors.—The President referred to the necessity for 
the successful functioning of the "Display Floors" in the Allied 
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Societies' Buildings, and he urged members to intimate to exhibi-
tors of materials that clients had inspected their exhibits in all 
cases in which that had occurred. 

Kelvin Club.— An appeal was also made by the Président 
for additional support for the Kelvin Club. The membership of 
the Club was about 280, but to place that institution on a satis-
factory financial footing, it was necessary to have 400 members. 

Visit to Comedy Theatre.—On the invitation of Messrs. 
A. H. Walkley (F.) and C. N. Hollinshed (A.), associated archi-
tects for the new "Comedy Theatre", a visit of inspection of the 
theatre would be made on the 29th inst., and it was hoped that 
a good attendance of members would be obtained. 

Projected Royal Australian Institute of Architects.—The 
President said that the Council had recently given close attention 
to the proposal to create an Australian Institute. The Institute 
of Architects of New South Wales had forwarded a copy of pro-
posed Articles of Association which the Council of the R.V.I.A., 
after mature consideration, regarded ' as unwieldy and difficult 
to .put into practice. After further consideration and consulta-
tion with past-Presidents, a new scheme of a much simpler 
nature had been evolved and would shortly be discussed at a 
special meeting of the Council, together with past-Presidents of 
the Institute and past members of the. Federal Council. It was 
hoped that, at an early date, a scheme which would be acceptable 
to members would be placed before them. 

Proposed City Square.—The Council had recently offered to 
the Minister of Railways (Mr. Tunnecliffe) the services of the 
Institute in preparing a plan for a city square at Prince's Bridge. 
The Minister had gratefully accepted the offer and a Committee 
was engaged on the preparation of a scheme which would embody 
the views of the profession on the proposal. 

Building Regulations.—The Council was in communication 
with the City of Melbourne . authorities regarding proposed 
amendments to the Building Regulations and it was hoped that 

[many 



Minutes. 	 90 

many anomalies contained in the existing ordinances would be 
rectified at an early date. 

Board of Architectural Education.—Attention was drawn 
to the report of Architectural Education which appeared in the 
current issue of the R.V.I.A. Journal of Proceedings. It was the 
intention of the Board to correlate and co-ordinate all the infor-
mation possible regarding the standing and education of future 
members of the Architectural Profession and when that was 
accomplished it would be of great assistance to all concerned. 

Exhibition of Domestic Architecture.– Mr. Arthur Peck 
(F.) drew attention to the action of the selection committee 
which had been appointed in connection with the recent exhibi-
tion, stating that it had rejected the designs which his firm had 
submitted. He moved "that a vote of censure be passed on the 
selection committee which allotted a large amount of space to 
several Architects for the purpose of displaying their work while 
it refused space to other financial members of the Institute." 
In speaking to the motion, Mr. Peck said that he had introduced 
the matter because he desired to avoid any possibility of a split 
in the Institute, which he foresaw might result if such discrimin-
ation were persisted in, for members would certainly not continue 
to pay the existing high subscriptions if they found that work 
which they submitted for exhibition was likely to be rejected. He 
explained that he did not intend the motion to be carried ; he only 
brought the matter forward for the purpose of having his views 
ventilated. 

Mr. F. L. Klingender (F.) seconded the motion pro-forma, 
because he considered the case so serious that it should be dis-
cussed. Mr. Peck was the oldest member of the Institute and 
members did not want him to leave the meeting feeling that he 
had not been well treated. Mr. P. B. Hudson (F.) thought that 
there must have been some mistake made, because it was well 
known that the work of Mr. Peck's firm was of a high standard. 
He fancied that the selection committee had given the work a 
somewhat cursory examination.. Mr. A. S. Hall (A.) was of 
opinion that any blame that might attach to anyone should be 
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borne by the Exhibition Committee as that body had delegated 
the work of examining exhibits to the Selection Committee. He 
thought that the aim should be to raise the standard of exhibits 
as high as possible and so lead members to feel, not that it was 
their right to have their work exhibited, but to have the exhibi-
tion of it regarded as an honour. 

Mr. F. K. Cheetham (A.) said that the position of the Selec-
tion Committee was not an enviable one. The members of that 
committee realised the responsibility which rested upon them and 
if mistakes had been made, they regretted it, but they had ren-
dered service to the best of their ability. Although notice of the 
exhibition had been given months beforehand, very few mem-
bers had submitted their designs in time to afford the committee 
a reasonable opportunity of examining them, and it was hardly 
fair to the committee to have work brought under their notice 
at the last minute. Mr. F. G. B. Hawkins (A.) said that he had 
a certain amount of sympathy with Mr. Peck for the reason that 
half of his work had been rejected and the majority of the bal-
ance, though catalogued, had not been hung. Notwithstanding 
that, however, he thought that the committee had done its work 
well. The Institute was to be heartily congratulated upon the 
success of the Exhibition, and he hoped that success would con-
tinue to follow its enterprises. Mr. J. H. Harvey (F.) said that 
he had not submitted any work. He had gone to the trouble of 
preparing a number of photographs of domestic work in this and 
other States, but when he found that it had to be submitted to 
a committee who probably did not understand the difference 
between good work and work of an inferior nature in the photo- 
graphic branch, he declined to submit it. He had heard very 
strong complaints from several prominent members (other than 
those who had spoken) regarding the manner in which their 
work had been treated. Mr. K. A. Henderson (F.) suggested 
that the matter be deferred to another General Meeting, in order 
that the lecture for the evening might be proceeded with. 

Mr. Peck then stated that having achieved the object which 
he sought, he would, with the permission of the seconder, with-
draw the motion. 

[The 
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The President said that he was sorry that the matter had 
occurred; Mr. Peck was their oldest member and he had done 
much very useful work for the Institute which he (the President) 
felt sure that he would continue to do. The subject would be 
referred to the Council and would be accorded careful considera-
tion especially with respect to any future exhibitions. He did not 
think that any good would be served by further discussion at 
that stage. The work of a selection committee required very 
great care and he felt sure that the members of the committee 
had given considerable thought to the work of arranging for the 
recent exhibition. 

Lecture.— The President then invited Dr. G. B. Pritchard 
to address the members on "Building Stones and Their Weather-
ing". (An abstract of the lecture will be found in another part 
of the Journal.) 
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SPECIAL NOTICES TO ALL MEMBERS 

Members are requested to advise all advertising firms whose 
announcements appear in the Institute Journal of Proceedings 
and also all firms who are exhibitors on the "Display Floors" of 
the Allied Societies Trust, whenever clients have inspected the 
goods advertised or displayed. The whole of the exhibitors and 
advertisers are firms of repute and it has been reported that in 
some instances, goods other than those of firms whose materials 
have been selected, have been supplied. The firms referred to 
have asked that this action be taken. 

Regarding Architectural Education 
When advising students regarding educational matters, 

members are invited to communicate with the Secretary to the 
Board of Architectural Education (Mr. J. B. Islip,) in order that 
any advice tendered may conform with the policy of the Board 
and with that of the Institute. 

The Kelvin Club 
Members are particularly invited to note the appeal of the 

President at the last meeting, for additional support to the 
Kelvin Club. 

The membership of the Club is at present about 280, but to 
place that institution on a satisfactory footing, approximately 
400 members are required. He expressed the hope that mem-
bers of the Institute would join the Club in larger numbers, as 
all would regret any chance of the undertaking failing for want 
of adequate support. The annual subscription is not high, having 
been fixed at a sum which it was thought would be within the 
means of younger members of the Institute. 

AUSTRALIAN COMMONWEALTH ENGINEERING 
STANDARDS ASSOCIATION 

The Council of the Institute recently appointed Mr. F. G. B. 
Hawkins, A.R.I.B.A., as the second representative of the Insti-
tute on the "Building Materials Sectional Committee" of the 
Association. 
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MEMBERS' SECTION 

A member having excess accommodation in his office is de-
sirous of sharing this with another member who may need such 
accommodation. Any member who may require such is requested 
to communicate with the Secretary (Mr. J. B. Islip). 
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COMPETITIONS. 

Caulfield War Memorial 

The Conditions governing the submission of designs in this 
competition will be available at an early date. The maximum 
cost of the Memorial has been fixed at £5000, and the municipal 
council will offer premiums of £50, £20, and £10, for the best 
three designs. Intending competitors are advised to forward 
their names to the Secretary (Mr. J. B. Islip), in order that 
they may be informed as soon as copies of the conditions become 
available. 

N.B.-Returned Soldiers only are eligible to compete in the case 
of the Caulfield Memorial. 

Ararat War Memorial Competition 

The Assessor appointed to make the award in the case of 
this competition (Mr. W. A. M. Blackett) has awarded the first 
premium to the design submitted by Mr. A. S. Hall (A.). 
Further particulars respecting the competition will be published 
in the September issue of the Journal which will probably con-
tain an illustration of the design. 

In the competition there were fifteen designs submitted, that 
of Mr. R. B. Hamilton having been placed second. 







pROPOSED CATHEDRAL SQUARE 

Copy of communication forwarded to The Hon. the 
Minister of Railways. 

N accordance with the verbal offer made to and accep-
ted by you on 8th May last, a Committee of the Insti-
tute has given special consideration to the proposed 
widening of Swanston Street on its eastern side 
between Flinders Street and Batman Avenue. 

The Institute desires to express its appreciation and pleasure 
at your action in providing an opportunity for the considered 
opinions of the architectural profession on this subject to be sub-
mitted for the information of. the Ministry. A definite proposal 
has been promulgated by the Institute, at its own expense, and is 
confidently submitted herewith, together with the attached report 
dealing with features of the scheme. 

(Sgd.) W. A. M. BLACKETT, President. 
P. A. OAKLEY. 
PHILIP B. HUDSON. 
H. W. TOMPKINS. 
WM. M. CAMPBELL. 
F. K. CHEETHAM. 
R. B. HAMILTON. 
LEIGHTON F. IRWIN. 
JOHN B. ISLIP, Secretary. 

Allied Societies' Building, 
Melbourne, 2nd July, 1928. 

Main Road Approach to City: The intersection of Swanston 
and Flinders Streets is the culminating point of St. Kilda Road— 
the main road approach to the City. St. Kilda Road is one of the 
most magnificent and valuable thoroughfares in the Common-
wealth and within its confines forms an inspiring introduction to 
the City of Melbourne. Under existing conditions, however, the 
beauty of the road approach from the south is disfigured by the 
unsightly buildings forming the Prince's Bridge railway station. 

St. Paul's Cathedral: In the opinion of the Institute, St. 
Paul's Cathedral is one of the most beautiful architectural 
achievements in Melbourne, and when the spires, now being erec- 
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ted are completed, the building will present a commanding intro-
duction to the City at its southern gateway. It is desired to urge 
strongly that effective action be taken to ensure that the fineness 
of the view of the Cathedral should not be impaired by any build-
ing obstructions to the south of Flinders Street. 

Proposed Square: A unique opportunity is now presented 
to form an imposing square at the entrance to the city, and one 
that will be worthy of Melbourne's present and future greatness. 
A square of sufficient proportions at Prince's Bridge would give 
for all time a clear and uninterrupted vista of the Cathedral and 
would greatly enhance the beauty of the approach from St. Kilda 
Road. Several schemes, designed by various public bodies and 
citizens to provide a square on the site, have been examined by 
the Institute. 

Railways Commissioners' Proposal: Notable amongst these 
is the proposal of the Railways Commissioners that the building 
line fronting Swanston Street be set back thirty-three feet, seven-
teen feet of the extra space thus made available to be devoted to 
widening the roadway in that section of Swanston Street and the 
remaining sixteen feet for footway purposes. The Commissioners 
propose to erect a building fronting the new building line to be 
used for the purposes of a tourist bureau. This would mean that 
the facade of the proposed building would be in alignment 
with the western wall of the Cathedral. The work of decking-
over the extra thirty feet, excluding costs, is estimated by the 
Melbourne City Council to cost that body £49,000. In the opinion 
of the Institute, a widening by an addition of thirty-three feet 
only would be decidedly inadequate and an expenditure of such 
an amount as stated would not be justified for such a compara-
tively small widening. 

Institute's Proposal: After a close study of existing condi-
tions and various suggestions for developing the area, the Insti-
tute strongly urges that the building line on the eastern side of 
Swanston Street, between Flinders Street and Batman Avenue, 
be set back a distance of one hundred and twenty feet six inches, 
as shown on the accompanying plan. The new building line thus 
defined would be in alignment with the eastern wall of the 
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Cathedral. It is proposed that the area included in the set-back 
be developed as an open space, with architectural embellishments 
as detailed on the plan. The square as proposed would cover an 
area of 1.05 acres, having a frontage of 380 feet to Swanston 
Street and 1202 feet to Flinders Street. The provision of the 
square would create an open space contiguous to the Flinders 
Street and Prince's Bridge stations and St. Paul's Cathedral of 
2.98 acres. 

Buildings Fronting Square: The proposed Cathedral Square 
has been planned in such a manner as to permit the erection, 
behind a colonnaded footpath, of railway booking offices, tourist 
bureau, or other buildings on the eastern alignment of the square. 
The architectural treatment of any such buildings should be in 
consonance with the standard of beauty of the existing southern 
roadway approach, with the completed Cathedral as its chief 
setting. 

Treatment of Square: The Institute proposes that the gen- 
eral theme of the Cathedral Square should be spaciousness and 
its ornamental treatment be planned to that end. A feature of 
the proposal is that an attractive water-fountain be erected at 
the centre of the square. The metropolis of Melbourne possesses 
remarkably few fountains for civic decoration, and a stately de-
signed structure at the location suggested would serve admirably 
to beautify the aesthetics of the area. It is proposed that groups 
of statuary appropriate to the City of Melbourne and the State 
of Victoria be placed on the northern and southern sides of the 
centre fountain. 

Widening of Roadway: A special provision of the plan is the 
widening by seventeen feet of the roadway space in Swanston 
Street between Flinders Lane and Batman Avenue. It is pro-
posed that the widening be effected by resuming from the Swan-
ston Street frontage of the Cathedral grounds a strip of land 
seventeen feet wide from Flinders Lane to Flinders Street. In 
the section from Flinders Street to Batman Avenue, the scheme 
provides for seventeen feet of the proposed set-back of 120 feet 
6 inches to be made available for roadway purposes. The Insti-
tute is of opinion that the widening of Swanston Street, as sug- 
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gested, would afford great relief to the dense vehicular traffic 
congestion which, under existing conditions, is of daily occur-
rence at the intersection with Flinders Street. 

Subways: The Institute, in considering the various aspects 
of present and future conditions, has given attention to the 
matter of providing access for pedestrian traffic to and from the 
Flinders Street and Prince's Bridge railway stations by means 
of subways. For the purposes of the proposal submitted herein, 
however, the Institute has, as far as practicable and for economic 
reasons, confined the suggestions to a plan for providing the main 
objective, viz., a civic square. The plan has been promulgated 
with full appreciation of this phase, and should it be deemed 
expedient in the future, a subway or subways to serve the area 
could be constructed in such a manner as to harmonise with the 
architectural and structural details of the proposed square. 

Signal Boxes: It would be necessary that the signal box on 
the south side of the railways tracks, and which would be affected 
by the proposal, be removed. The Institute, however, does not 
foresee any great difficulties to be overcome by such a removal to 
a site in the immediate vicinity. The second and larger signal 
station would be partly affected but a slight structural alteration 
to the building would obviate any interference to the railway 
services. 

Costs: No estimates of the cost are given in respect of thel 
proposal. It was understood by the Institute that the Railways 
Department, at the request of the Ministry, was preparing esti-
mates of cost for widening Swanston Street to several suggested 
widths, bat the Institute has been informed that the costs data 
is not yet available. In the opinion of the Institute, however, the 
singular opportunity which now offers for developing the area at 
Prince's Bridge demands a sense of foresight, and it is strongly 
urged that, rather than expend approximately £50,000 on a pro-
ject lacking in vision, both from the utility and aesthetic view 
points, the plan recommended herein, which incorporates so 
many advantages, should be developed. 

General: The Institute commends this proposal to the Hon. 
the Minister as a practical means to provide a civic square at the 
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city's gateway and of which Melbourne would justly be proud. 
Not only would the square be a valuable aesthetic asset to the 
city, but a magnificent and unobstructed view of the imposing 
building of St. Paul's Cathedral would be obtained from the 
vicinity of St. Kilda Road, and from the Shrine of Remembrance 
now being constructed. It is important to recognize that a deci-
sion by the Government to proceed with any building works on 
the site will definitely either improve or impair the southern 
entrance to the city. 	Once re-building of the structures at 
Prince's Bridge is undertaken further re-modelling of the area 
will be rendered increasingly difficult, both from the financial and 
structural standpoints.. The proposal submitted by the Institute 
does not require any expensive resumption of property. The 
main alteration entailed is the demolition of the incongruous 
buildings forming railway booking offices and refreshment room 
at Prince's Bridge, and their re-erection under more suitable con-
ditions on a new building line. 

VISIT TO THE NEW COMEDY THEATRE 

On the invitation of the Architects, Messrs. A. H. Walkley 
(F.) and C. N. Hollinshed (A.) , a party of members visited the 
New Comedy Theatre in Exhibition Street on the afternoon of 
June 29th. 

The visitors were conducted over the premises by the Archi-
tects, special attention being directed to the arrangements which 
had been made for the ventilation and warming of the building 
and also to the sanitary arrangements. The manner in which the 
warm air is introduced and distributed proved highly interesting 
and it was explained that in practice, the system had been found 
to fulfil every anticipation. Some of those who attended were 
particularly interested in the mechanical arrangements adopted 
for the manipulation of the stage scenery and the rather unique 
style of decoration introduced was the subject of comment. 

At the termination of the inspection, the President, Mr. 
W. A. M. Blackett, expressed the thanks of the members to the 
Architects and the proceedings terminated. 

[The 



THE FIRST HALF-CENTURY OF THE 
ROYAL VICTORIAN INSTITUTE 

OF ARCHITECTS 

(Continued) 

URING 1913, which was a very busy year, the rela-
tions between the Master Builders' Association and 
the Institute were accorded attention, particularly 
concerning "Conditions of Contract". It was decided 
that photographs of every past president should be 

exhibited upon the walls of the rooms. The death of Mr. P. 
Kerr at the great age of 90 years was announced. (Mr. Kerr 
had been -a member of the Institute when it was first founded in 
1856, his brother-in-law, Mr. J. G. Knight, having been its first 
President. His life-work, and monument—the Melbourne Par-
liament Houses—may be found described and illustrated in the 
Journal, the photographs having been made by J. H. Harvey.) 
The City Building Regulations were further discussed; it was 
decided to co-operate with the N.S.W. Institute respecting the 
designing of the proposed buildings in the Federal Capital, which 
it was desired should be the subjects of competition; the Institute 
interested itself in the affairs of the British School at Rome; it 
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was arranged that a number of seats should be reserved in con-
nection with a series of lectures to be given under the aegis of 
the Sydney and Melbourne Universities, on "Town-Planning". 
These were delivered by Prof. T. H. Mawson, Hon. A.R.I.B.A. 
It was also decided that the Professor should be honoured by 
the holding of an Institute Dinner. The Institute deputed Mr. 
John Little (Hon. Sec.) to visit the Forests, Mills and Timber 
Yards of Tasmania, to make investigations regarding `the borer' 
(at the request of the Government of Tasmania) . Mr. H. W. 
Tompkins was appointed to represent the Institute at a confer-
ence organised by the Victorian State Service Professional Of-
ficers' Association to consider the remuneration of State Officers, 
which, he reported, was very poor. Further consideration was 
accorded to the qualifications of applicants for membership and 
to the Articles of Association ; the Institute decided to co-operate 
with the executive committee of the Technological Museum in 
the matter of obtaining donations of exhibits and other material 
of educational value for the Museum and the Council took action 
to prevent the display of advertisements on hoardings of build-
ings which were under the supervision of members. Papers 
were contributed on "The Magneto System of Synchronised 
Clocks" by Mr. J. Ingram, with a demonstration ; on "The Occur-
rence and Natural History of Some Victorian Limestones" by 
Mr. F. Chapman, F.L.S., Government Palaeontologist; on "Foun-
dations" by Mr. H. W. Tompkins ; on "The New Flinders Street 
Station and the Railway Viaduct" by Mr. F. K. Esling, of the 
Victorian Railways Department; on "The Wood Borer" (Lictus 
Brunneus) by Mr. C. French (Government Entomologist) ; and 
on "The Wood Borer and his recent visit to Tasmania in connec-
tion therewith", by Mr. John Little (Hon. Sec.) . Specimens of 
the insects and of timbers which had suffered from their ravages 
were shewn and members of the Melbourne and Suburban Tim-
ber Merchants' Association were present and joined in the 
discussion. 

It was also announced that the Tasmanian Government 
would treat the Report upon the subject which had been sub-
mitted by the Institute, as a Parliamentary Paper. Mr. J. J. 
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Clark addressed the members on "Site and Height" with refer-
ence to Hospital construction Mr. Tranthim Fryer lectured . on 
"Modern Sculpture" with lantern illustrations ; Mr. C. Cowper 
lectured on " A Tour Round the World", with lantern illustra-
tions ; the President gave an account of a "Tour in New Zealand", 
with lantern slides by himself ; Mr. E. A. Bates addressed mem-
bers on his "Travels in Europe" ; Mr. W. Burley Griffin spoke on 
the subject of "Architecture in American Universities"; Mr. 
H. E. Morton (City Engineer) contributed a paper on "Retain-
ing Walls for Steel Framed Structures" and Dr. J. W. Barrett 
gave an illustrated lecture on "Town-Planning, Garden Cities 
and Playgrounds". Architectural Education, the questions of 
"Quantities", the Articles of Association, an Architectural 
Museum and Registration were also dealt with and an . Institute 
Dinner was held. The close of a very busy session was marked 
by a Musical Evening and Conversazione. 

In the year 1914 Mr. H. W. Tompkins became President, and 
the energies of the Institute were expended in a consideration 
of Registration, Melbourne and Suburban Building Regulations, 
Melbourne and Metropolitan Board of Works Regulations, the 
subject of an Architectural Museum, the Federal Capital Design 
Competition, and an Australian Institute of Architects. A lun-
cheon was arranged at which the overseas members of the En-
gineering Section of the British Association were entertained. 
Mr. C. C. Reade, organiser of the Australasian Town-Planning 
Tour, was accorded a welcome by the President . at one of the 
meetings. An Inter-State Conference of Architects, at which 
the Institute was represented, was held in Sydney. Mr. K. A. 
Henderson read a paper on his "Trip through the United States 
and Western Canada" and Mr. J. S. Gawler read one on "Modern 
Renaissance in the U.S.A. and Canada". A paper on "The Puri-
fication of Sewage" was read by Mr. R. Boan, Director of the 
Victorian Railways Laboratory. During the year a visit was 
paid to Messrs. Sturrock's Three-Ply Factory, South Melbourne, 
and Mr. V. B. Trapp read an exhaustive paper on "Australian 
Timbers", which was illustrated with a large exhibition of speci- 
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mens. In this paper, the great importance of branding the tim-
bers was pointed out and the "borer trouble" was given attention. 

At the Annual Meeting, held on 23rd February, 1915, it 
was announced by the President (Mr. H. W. Tompkins) that not 
only had the Government and other bodies consulted the Insti-
tute regarding various matters during the year, but that in 
every instance in which it had given advice, its recommendations 
had been adopted. He also stated that with very few exceptions, 
all qualified Architects in Victoria were members of the R.V.T.A. 
Mr. Thos. Watts, then the oldest member of the Institute, passed 
away during the year. Among other items, it is recorded that 
a large number of the students and many of the members, had 
volunteered for active service in connection with the war. 

During the year, the Institute, through its representatives 	 a )1  
(Messrs. A. M. Henderson, G. Wight and J. Little) gave support 
to the Melbourne University in connection with the Architectural 
Course, for both day and evening students in the Faculty of 
Engineering. It was decided to increase the accommodation for 
members at the Rooms and also to hang a portrait of every past-
President since 1856, that could be obtained, on the walls. (For 
the information of members, it is noted that with the following 
exceptions :—Messrs. Chas. Webb, W. S. P. Godfrey, P. B. Hud- 
son, 

 
 P. A. Oakley and the late Mr. Gerard Wight, M.C.E.—a 

large portrait of every President who has been at the head of 
affairs since the re-constitution of the Institute in the year 1871 
is held and that probably before long, these photographs will be 
hung on the walls again). 

Those members of the Inter-State Institutes who had met 
in conference in connection with the selecting of a Chairman of 
the Board of Adjudicators upon the competition designs for the 
Federal Capital, were entertained at a dinner by the Institute. 
The deaths of Messrs. J. J. Clark, Gerard Wight and Col. G. W. 
Watson (Chief Government Architect) were announced. 

Attention was given to competitions and to Architectural 
Education ; attention was directed to an application to register 
at the Arbitration Court, a body termed "The Australian Union 
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of Architects, Engineers, Surveyors and Allied Professions". 
This, however, came to nothing. (Mr. W. A. M. Blackett was 
elected President, but as he shortly after, volunteered for active 
service, his duties were carried out by Mr. A. Peck) . A frater-
nal letter relating to the war, was forwarded to the R.I.B.A., 
and a letter was sent from the Institute to every member and 
student who was on service ; a new "Honour Board" was un-
veiled, this contained the name of every member and student 
who had enlisted, together with a special mark in the case of 
those who had fallen. 

Mr. A. M. Henderson, for health reasons, resigned the posi-
tion of "Lecturer on Architecture" at the University and—prior 
to enlisting—Mr. W. A. M. Blackett had taken on the duties of 
that position. (During the year, the University Lectures on 
Architecture were delivered in. the R.V.I.A. Rooms) . In the 
course of the year the following papers were read :- 

"Travel Notes in Italy" and a set of lantern slides illustrated 
them. This was given by Mr. P. Kernot, the slides having been 
supplied by Mr. C. Cowper. "A Talk on South Africa, its Archi-
tects and Architecture" by Mr. Wm. Lucas ; "Aids to Architects' 
Work" by Mr. A. M. Henderson ; "The New City Building Regu- 

• lations" by Mr. H. E. Morton ; "Holophane Illumination" by Mr. 
V. H. Mackinney (this was illustrated by limelight views shewn 
by Mr. J. H. Harvey) ; "A Week with the Architectural Associa-
tion (England)" by Mr. W. R. Butler (this was illustrated by 
sketches by Mr. Butler) ; "The Fundamental Principles of Town-
Planning" by Mr. J. G. Morell ; "Grading and Classifying Tim-
bers" by Mr. L. Moore. In addition to the above, "Building 
Regulations for the City and Suburbs" and the competition for 
the "New Buildings at Canberra" were accorded attention, and 
it was decided that arrangements would be made by members to 
carry on the work of conducting the practices of all members 
who were absent on War Duty. 

In 1917 Mr. Arthur Peck was appointed Acting-President. 
It was reported at the Annual Meeting that there were 15 mem-
bers and 60 students on active service. Mr. John Little (Hon. 
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Sec.) passed away during the year and Mr. W. R. Butler con-
sented to perform the duties of Hon. Editor of the Institute 
Journal, pro tem. 

Mr. Percy Oakden, having retired from the Council in con-
sequence of advancing age, was elected a "Life Fellow". In 
thanking members for the honour, Mr. Oakden referred to the 
fact that he had had a long association with the Institute as even 
whilst in practice in Ballarat in 1871, he had been Hon. Sec. for 
a society there which was allied with the Institute in Melbourne. 
A Conference on "Australian Timbers, Forestry and Re-Affores-
tation" was held during the year. This was opened by the State 
Governor (Sir Arthur Stanley) and was concluded by a practical 
address by Sir R. M. Ferguson, (Governor-General) . It was 
announced that the Institute Rooms would be open in future, 
every day from 10 a.m. to 1 o'clock p.m., for the dssue of books 
and the transaction of business. The Minister of Public Works, 
having been asked by a deputation, to accord State patronage to 
the projected Town-Planning Conference in Adelaide, had given 
a favourable reply. A deputation waited upon the Public Library 
Trustees to ask whether a portion of the monies of the Felton 
Bequest could, be used for the purchase of Architectural models 
and examples, such as exist in the South Kensington Museum 
(London) for the education of Architects. The reply of the 
Trustees was that they were in sympathy with the proposal but 
lack of space prevented giving effect to it. The Council was 
asked to consider the desirability of approaching the State Gov-
ernment and the trustees of patriotic funds, with the view of 
persuading them to purchase suitable suburban land for the 
purpose of laying out garden settlements and erecting cottages 
thereon for returned soldiers who may be employed about the 
city, such to be financed in an approved manner on somewhat 
similar lines to the scheme adopted in the case of the "Clerk's 
Homes" at Glenhuntly. At a meeting which was held on June 
26th, at which the Lord Mayor was present, and photographs 
and drawings of Melbourne shewn, Mr. W. R. Butler read a 
paper on "The Architectural Aspects of Town-Planning" and 
Mr. F. Stapley read one on "The Local Application of the Prin- 
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ciples of Town-Planning". Mr. Wm. Lucas read a paper on "The 
Architecture of Greece", illustrated by lantern slides. At a meet-
ing held on September 25th, the members of The Forestry Com-
mission and Sir Arthur Stanley (State Governor) were present. 
Mr. Arthur Peck read a report on the proceedings of the "Con-
ference on Australian Timbers, Forestry and Re-afforestation", 
and lantern slides were exhibited by Mr. A. D. Hardy of the 
Forests Department. During the year the death of Mr. Percy 
Oakden was announced. The Students' Society moved in the 
direction of trying to arrange with the Council for the creation 
of an Atelier of, Architecture for students. A report on the 
Town-Planning Conference and Exhibition in Adelaide was sub-
mitted and illustrative lantern slides were shewn by Mr. J. C. 
Morell. 

(To be Concluded) 

CORRECTION 

In the notes under the heading "The First Half-Century of 
the R.V.I.A." which appeared in the issue of the R.V.I.A. Journal 
for May last, reference to the election of Mr. Chas. Rosenthal 
(now Sir Chas, Rosenthal, K.C.B.) as an Associate, after the 
passing of the qualifying examination, was, by an error, omitted 
and it was made to appear that he was elected a "member" in 
1906, whereas in reality, he was elected an "Associate" in 1897 
having passed the examination. 



BUILDING STONES AND THEIR 
WEATHERING 

(An Illustrated Lecture delivered before the members of the 
R.V.I.A. by Dr. G. B. Pritchard, D.Sc., F.G.S., on June 18, 1928) 

HE lecturer introduced his subject by inviting atten- 
tion to the very great help which can frequently be 
afforded to both the supplier and the user of build-
ing stone by invoking the aid of the geologist who 
is often in a position to give valuable advice regard- 

ing the position of a quarry and the probable value of the stone 
which it is expected to obtain from it ; he can also advise con-
cerning the chemical constituents of the stone and the mechanical 
arrangement of these, and can suggest the most reliable beds of 
any particular deposit. It is very rarely, in Australia at any 
rate, that the aid of science is called in when any new develop-
ment in quarrying circles takes place ; the "practical man" is re-
garded as the expert and anything that he does not know about 
it, is regarded—in the opinion of most people—as not worth 
learning. Yet we have, not only on this side of the world, but 
also in far  older countries, numberless instances in which the 
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advice given by the same practical man, has been shewn by time 
to have been worthless. 

It appeared that when selecting a stone for building, as a 
rule, the first thing considered was the cost of it ; the second was 
the colour; and the last was the durability that is, the durability 
was the very last thing to receive attention, whereas the more 
rational plan would be to begin at the other end and place dur-
ability first, for if the expense of constructing any proposed 
building be in excess of the means of the proprietor of if he 
cannot feel sure that it will yield him a payable return, he will 
not build. That assuredly places cost in the position of the prin-
cipal item. Durability should certainly come second for no per-
son would dream of incurring the expense of erecting a costly 
building if he thought that the materials composing it were of 
an ephemeral nature. (Of course, temporary structures that may 
be erected for special purposes, do not come under our considera-
tion at all. In any case, such buildings would hardly be con-
structed of stone.) Colour is, except in the aesthetic sense, of 
very small import, although to the eye of the observer, it is often 
the primary factor. Having regard to the practical view, the 
real essential after cost has been disposed of, must be durability 
and respecting the durability of any building stone, illustrations 
exist all around us. 

Without occupying further time with introductory remarks, 
Dr. Pritchard at once began to describe the points which were 
illustrated by the various lantern slides which were projected 
upon the screen and which, with one or two exceptions, were of 
Australian rocks ; the great majority were Victorian examples, 
With the aid of two or three simple but comprehensive diagrams, 
he shewed the manner in which the elevation of the earth's sur-
face, at times, by what "the man in the street" terms "volcanic 
or eruptive" agency, has resulted in the pushing of the molten 
material of which the innermost parts of the earth are composed, 
nearer to the surface which then, by the subsequent wearing 
away by the action of wind, rain, frost and snow, of the super-in-
cumbent matter (after having become solidified by cooling) be-
came exposed to view in the form of what we know as "granite". 
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Instances in which molten rock has been forced up between other 
rocks in fissures which have been created in these by shrinkage of 
the Earth's crust and other agency, thus forming what are known 
to the geologist as "dykes" were illustrated whilst in other cases 
the fluid matter has been ejected from vents or pipes which are 
known as "volcanoes". All these phenomena were clearly shewn. 
The fluid matter issuing from the volcanic vents flows down to 
lower levels in the form of what is known as "lava" which, after 
it has cooled and solidified by contact with the surface and the 
atmosphere, becomes what geologists term "basalt" while often, 
the fine dust which is ejected accumulates to a considerable thick-
ness as "volcanic ash" which with scoria builds up volcanic hills 
and subsequently frequently hardens into stone. (An instance 
of that exists in Queensland on a fairly large scale; the rock 
through which the railway cuttings pass on a large portion of 
the Toowoomba Range, is known locally as "porphyry" and it 
is used for the plinths of buildings in Brisbane; it is actually a 
volcanic ash.) Sometimes the basalt is seen to be "vesicular" 
appearing as full of holes as a sponge ; this structure is caused 
by the greater or less amount of steam which may have been 
present at the time of the eruption which expends its energy in 
forcing portions of the liquid matter away from itself, thus form-
ing what is often spoken of as "honey-comb" bluestone. 

The porphyries, granites, and other kindred rocks which 
have been formed directly in the interior of the Earth, constitute 
what are known as "the primary rocks" and other rocks which 
constitute the crust of the Earth are formed from the breaking 
down or decomposition and re-distribution of the materials of 
the primary rocks. The sandstones, limestones, shales and other 
usually accepted building stones, belong to the sedimentary 
series. It was shewn by the illustrative slides that the 
eruptive or igneous rocks (all rocks which have resulted directly 
from the effects of heat are termed "igneous") tended during 
the process of cooling to develop lines of weakness in certain 
directions which further develop into jointing, and upon the 
nature of this jointing, the suitability of the rock for economic. 
quarrying and for building purposes is determined, and it was 
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also pointed out that the manner in which the jointing was 
arranged imparts a special character to the landscape. The 
peculiar "spheroidal" structure, resembling the structure of an 
onion, which is very characteristic of basalt was also drawn 
attention to. Many examples of the details mentioned were ex-
hibited, the examples bringing clearly before the eye the effects 
which had been . mentioned. The picturesque "pinnacles" at 
Cape Woolamai were used to explain the action of weathering, 
which, starting at a joint in the rock, had in the course of ages, 
grooved out a wide fissure, gradually eroding the softer portions 
of the rock, and leaving the harder parts standing like isolated 
columns. Other illustrations shewn rendered it evident that this 
natural jointing was valuable as an assistant in the obtaining of 
blocks of serviceable size from a quarry. The manner in which 
the harder rocks, such as the porphyries, granites and basalts, 
resisted the action of the wind, waves and rains, whilst the less 
resistant limestones, sandstones and shales, together with the 
softer clays, sand and earths are worn away more quickly, was 
rendered quite obvious by the remarks, together with the illus-
trative slides. The number of small hills standing out from the 
mainland in the locality of Wilson's Promontory, give us some 
idea of the amount of denudation which has taken place. 

Felspar crystals and aggregations of mica in a granite are 
not desirable and it is the comparative rarity of these in it that 
causes Harcourt granite to be so greatly favoured. Again, the 
jointing of the Harcourt stone renders it peculiarly suitable for 
economical quarrying and for the production of large blocks. 

As illustrations of the effects of erosion in sandy clay, the 
"Grand-  Canon" and examples in "Badlands", near Coburg, were 
shewn. 

Some very interesting instances of "concretionary" action 
were exhibited, these serving to shew how some minerals—very 
frequently iron—distributed in the substance of certain rocks, 
became dissolved by the chemical agency of mineralised water 
which percolated through them and then had a tendency to be-
'come re-deposited in other parts of the same or associated rocks 
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in harder masses which imparted a distinct character to the 
rocks of which they formed part. Very often, these concretions 
assumed remarkable imitative forms and illustrations of some 
of these, which are very common among the rocks in the locality 
of Cape Otway, in which they form numbers of approximate 
spheres known popularly as "cannon balls" were illustrated as 
well as various grotesque figures such as the well known "Artil-
lery Rocks" on the coast to the south-west of Lorne and the old 
"Witch's Head" (no longer in existence) . These impart quite a 
picturesque character to that part of the Victorian coast. In 
that part also, there are plenty of examples of marine erosion, 
plains of marine denudation being common. In the joints of 
these there are numerous instances of ferruginous concretions 
which fill the joints of the flat rocks and appear like the pave-
ment in a street. In the cavities which occur in vesicular basalt, 
secondary minerals in the form of arragonite, zeolites, etc., often 
form, some of these being surprisingly beautiful. Several fine 
specimens may be seen in the National Museum. In the dune 
sandstone in the neighbourhood of Sorrento, calcareous, concre-
tions are plentiful. It is worthy of note that where much con-
cretionary action is shewn, the stone is frequently not too reliable 
for building purposes. 	Among other things, the differences 
between the "Hawkesbury Sandstone" (the typical Sydney 
stone) and Stawell stone were pointed out, and the weathering 
of granite rocks in which many of the component minerals of the 
harder kind could be seen remaining in situ while the less resist-
ant parts had disappeared were represented by slides as were 
also the development of "pot-holes" in granite rocks. 

The liability of a rock, such as granite, to fly under the in-
fluence of heat was strongly emphasised. 

A coarse granite is found near Broadmeadows, and some of 
it was used in old Prince's Bridge; it forms the prominent mass 
known as "Gellibrand's Hill" just north of Broadmeadows. 

Photo-micrographs of granite and basalt were shewn and 
the peculiarities of their textures pointed out. It was explained 
that in cases in which the crystals were arranged in more or less 
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parallel lines, the stone is liable to flake, but where they are well 
knitted and intermingled, the stone will usually resist abrasion 
and erosion. A number of aggregations, partly calcareous and 
partly ferruginous in a stone, is not a good thing, but where 
pyrites are distributed in small specks probably little harm would 
result. 

Stone taken from the surface, and marketed without, care, 
is not reliable. Some of that in St. Paul's Cathedral, Melbourne, 
is exfoliating in a marked manner. Much of the same sort of 
stone, if taken from an unweathered locality, would probably 
have been good, but partly weathered stone, if used in a building, 
would continue to weather. Many instances exist which appear 
to indicate that the Geelong stones have hardly been given a fair 
chance. Victoria possesses excellent stones if they be only used 
in a proper way. 

Mount Flinders (formerly known as "Station Peak", in the 
You Yangs, was instanced as a coarse granite, the jointing of 
which has had a strong influence on the outline of the range of 
hills of which it is the dominating feature and the scenery of the 
Buffalo Gorge owes its fame to the same cause. The columnar 
structure often exhibited by basalt, one of the typical examples of 
which is "The Giants' Causeway", has been developed in conse-
quence of the molten rock having solidified and cooled under great 
pressure and the tendency of the columns to form horizontal joints 
of a `ball and socket' nature is a remarkable peculiarity. When the 
lava which on cooling becomes basalt has been poured out in a 
thin layer only, the jointing is usually very irregular and the 
resulting stone is of little use for building. It was pointed out 
in the course of the lecture that Mount Leura, which forms such 
a prominent background to the town of Camperdown, in the 
Western District of Victoria, is actually a mass of scoria from 
the old volcano of which the Mount is the remaining feature, and 
that this mass has become, to a certain extent, hardened, though 
not sufficiently so to form stone. 
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DISCUSSION ON DR. PRITCHARD'S LECTURE 

The President said that members had listened with great 
interest to Dr. Pritchard's valuable lecture. The point which 
impressed him particularly was, that the services of the trained 
geologist were not requisitioned as often as they should be in 
connection with quarrying systems. It would seem that now 
that there were so many men trained in the study of the action 
of natural weathering, those who opened and operated quarries 
should make use of their services to a large extent. 

Mr. K. A. Henderson (F.) had much pleasure in moving 
that a hearty vote of thanks be accorded to Dr. Pritchard for his 
most interesting lecture. It had been extremely interesting to 
follow a geological traveller over various parts of Australia and 
to see in photographic form, our granites, basalts, sandstones and 
limestones. The lecturer had referred to "cost" as the first con-
sideration in the choice of stone, the second was "colour" and 
the third, "durability", but in view of the marked decay that was 
in progress in the case of certain building stones in the city, he 
thought that cost did not quite come first. Cost was often a de-
ciding factor in determining whether to use stone at all or not. 

Mr. J. H. Harvey (F.) said that as a very old friend of Dr. 
Pritchard, he had great pleasure in seconding the motion. What 
the members had heard could hardly have failed to impress upon 
them the great value which was attached to the study of geology, 
to say nothing of the added interest which they would find in a 
tour through the country if they were able to read, to ever so 
small an extent, its history as they passed over it. Although' it 
was recognised that they were all busy men, the acquisition of 
sufficient knowledge of the science to enable them to understand 
the leading features of the landscape, would not be found to 
absorb an unreasonable amount of time and it would certainly 
be found to impart an additional charm to any excursion which 
they might indulge in. After all, the elements of it are only 
"physical geography", a subject which he presumed that, like 
himself, they had all found fascinating in their school days. 

[Mr. 
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Mr. H. J. Kerr (F.) supported the motion ; the lecture, he 
said, had been most interesting and instructive, especially to the 
younger members. He thought that those of them who were in 
the middle stage of life, would certainly give heed to the sug-
gestion of Mr. Harvey and devote a little attention to the study 
of geology ; that could not be done without travel. The Gram-
pians provided some of the most beautiful sandstone in Australia 
and the deposit was easily accessible to any students who desired 
to study its geological structure. 

Mr. P. B. Hudson (F.) said that he had been much im-
pressed by the lecture. They would probably all agree with Dr. 
Pritchard when he told them that the use of limestone for exter-
nal work was attended with considerable risk. The case of Port-
land stone (which is a limestone) indicated how very careful the 
quarryman needed to be in selecting the stone. In London, Port-
land stone was recognised as the best building stone procurable, 
but even so, London contained examples of it which had worn 
very badly. It might be of interest to members to inform them 
that for the interior of the Shrine of Remembrance, it was hoped 
to utilise stone similar to that which had been used in the "Arts 
Building" at the University ; for the exterior, however, that was 
considered quite unsuitable and he considered that granite should 
be adopted. 

Mr. E. Evan Smith (F.) had listened with great interest to 
the lecture ; Hawkesbury stone was a very excellent material, but 
he would have liked to have heard more from the lecturer regard-
ing limestones. There are buildings all round Mount Gambier 
the stone in which is standing very well ; it was found to harden 
considerably by exposure. 

The motion was then carried with acclamation. 

In acknowledgment, Dr. Pritchard said that although the 
Stawell stone was a very good material, there were some portions 
of it which it would be unwise to use. It was a mistake to take 
the easily worked stone for that meant that the sounder stone 
was being left. Regarding limestones, they would be found 
"tricky" and should be retained for inside work. The Mount 
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Gambier stone is a good article and is easily worked, but under 
the influences which prevail in cities, such as Melbourne, it be-
comes soiled, collects much dust, and when used inside a building 
has a tendency to shed small particles which fall as a white dust; 
the same thing occurs externally, but in that case the dust is 
removed by wind and is not so apparent. The stone, having a 
pinky colour, from the same locality (known locally as "dolo-
mite") is a better material, but the white stone is not too satis-
factory; it is cheaper than brick. Some of the stone used in 
the Melbourne City Police Courts is good and in other parts it 
seems to be weathering rather badly. Even marble would be 
found to be affected by atmospheric conditions as it loses its high 	 4041;,  
polish. 

He said that he had to apologise for the rather scrappy and 
disconnected type of the lecture, but he hoped that the illustra-
tions on the screen had assisted in rendering things clear to those 
who were present. On some future occasion he might have the 
chance of addressing them again. 

The meeting then broke up and members formed the cus-
tomary social circle. 

[Quarterly 



QUARTERLY LUNCHEON 

T the quarterly luncheon of the Royal Victorian Insti-
tute of Architects on the 16th July, Mr. V. B. Trapp 
gave a short address on "The use of Australian 
Timbers". He reminded those present that it was 
just 18 years since he first spoke to Members on the 

subject, and that since that time many things had happened to 
influence the matter. He also referred to the encouragement and 
advice which had been extended to him on that occasion by 
several prominent Members of the Institute—some of whom 
have passed away—and to the fact that the reception which had 
been given to his first discourse had induced him to bring the 
question before them again some time afterwards. The good 
qualities of Australian timbers are, he said, now being recog-
nised, but the somewhat lax methods of many of the sawmillers 
have had a very strong influence in restraining the liberal use 
of our woods, and the Institute is again looked to to lend its 
aid towards the standardization of sizes and the branding of 
timber. For example, although in the past, *in. in flooring was 
the usual thickness, and then first quality only, it has now been 
proved that tin. in thickness of our flooring is stronger than 
lain. in Baltic, and as *in. in Baltic is recognised (and in some 
instances tin.) , why should not tin. in our Hardwoods be the 
recognised thickness ? Then, again, we should have a first and 
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second quality. In the past it was all first quality, which meant 
much waste to the mills, with the result that the price was cor-
respondingly high. Why should a knotty &i.n. Baltic flooring 
board be acceptable and a tin. Hardwood with a few gum veins 
be objected to? The same applies to weatherboards. These 
were unnecessarily thick and all "firsts". Why not have a thinner 
board, also a second quality, branding the "firsts" and "seconds" 
separately. What applies to weatherboards and flooring, applies 
equally to Scantlings ; 12 in. in Hardwood is equal to tin. in Ore-
gon; tin. in Hardwood is equal to 21-in. in Oregon. Why could not 
some alteration be made? 

Mr. Trapp remarked that during the last few years great 
strides had been made in the seasoning and re-conditioning of 
our timbers. Five years ago, one would have been laughed at 
had he made the suggestion to do it. To-day, it is an accom-
plished fact. The Architects complain that some of our timber 
is not properly seasoned and he maintained that if branding 
were made compulsory, a better state of affairs would result. 
He further maintained, that now that a method of re-condition-
ing our timber is known, there is no necessity to use Oregon for 
any ordinary building : that if we took the smaller sizes of Hard-
wood and had the timber re-conditioned, it could be sold at a 
lower price than Oregon and would give a better result ; that if 
the sawmillers re-organised their mills, it would be found that 
there are many timbers here which, to-day, are not timbers of 
commerce, but which would, in a little time, be found most suit-
able for use outside the Commonwealth. He instanced a certain 
timber with which, in January of last year, a trial shipment was 
made by sending away 6000 feet. That created a demand which 
quickly grew to 50,000 feet, afterwards reaching 175,000 feet 
per month, and in August next, in all probability there will be 
1,000,000 feet shipped to America and that, of a timber which 
Australia will not use as it is considered a little too hard to work ! 

He quoted another case in which one of the largest railway 
companies in England wrote out for some veneers. These were 
manufactured in South Melbourne, by Messrs. Alexr. Sturrock 
and Sons, and shipped. News has been received within the last 
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few weeks, to the effect that these were of very high quality, were 
greatly admired and gave every satisfaction. 

Mr. Trapp concluded his remarks by saying that very little 
progress is possible unless the Royal Victorian Institute of Archi-
tects again took an interest in the subject and he strongly urged 
that a conference between the Institute and representatives of 
the saw-milling industry should be held in order to arrange for 
the standardisation of sizes and the grading and branding of 
timber. He felt sure that if the Institute could see its way to 
do this, there would be few—if there were any—complaints 

~t,,, ,u Ilil 	 regarding the quality and the seasoning of any of our timbers. 
11, 	 We are very fortunate inasmuch as, if the sap be eliminated, 

our timbers are free from borers. When last in England, he had 
IF 14 	 been invited to visit the South Farnborough Forest Research 

Laboratory and he twice visited Oxford University at the invita- 
"T` "I' 	 tion of Dr. Munro and Professor Troup and examined an exhibit 

of various oaks which had been riddled through and through by 
different borers. Dr. Munro had been requested by the Depart-
ment of Science, to prepare a report, a copy of which he had 

^^~'' u~~~~, 	 with him. It would be noted that the effects of ravages of these 
different oaks, maple, etc., were very pronounced, but perhaps 
the worst illustration is that of an example of "three-ply" made 
from alder and oak. There is practically not a particle of the 
centre left. 

It is gratifying to learn that Lord Lovat (who has for years 
been President of the Forestry League), Professor Troup and 
Mr. Richardson will be here about October next, to attend the 
Forestry Conference and that the "borer menace" will be fully 
discussed. He urged (if it be considered necessary) that the 
Institute should invite the members of that congress to give their 
views upon Forestry and upon the risk which we are running 
in consequence of not having proper supervision so as to prevent 
the introduction into the country of these foreign pests. 

Mr. W. A. M. Blackett (President), in thanking Mr. Trapp 
for the address, said that the proposition to have a conference 
for the purpose of discussing the matters mentioned by him 
would be brought under the notice of the Council of the Institute. 



THE LIBRARY 

Some Recent Additions 

Among the recently received journals are the latest num-
bers of the Journal of the R.I.B.A. The number of this for May 
12th contains an illustrated article on "Health and Recreation 
Centres" together with the discussion thereon. In this some of 
the latest developments on the Continent of Europe are given 
attention. It will probably be found of interest to members who 
are studying town-planning. 

In the issue for May 26th is a paper by Mr. H. S. Goodhart 
Rendel, on "The Work of Temple Moore" (illustrated) . The dis-
cussion on this appears in the same number as does also the dis-
cussion on the Annual Report of the R.I.B.A. which contains 
some notes of interest. 

1.. The Library will be open daily (Monday—Friday) be-
tween the hours of 11 a.m.-12.30 p.m. and 1.30 p.m.-5.30 p.m. 

2. The Library will not be available either for reference or 
loan of books unless the Librarian is in attendance. 

3. The Library is open only to members and student mem-
bers of the Allied Societies. 
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4. Proceedings, Transactions, and unbound periodicals are 
for reference only and will not be loaned. 

5. Members may borrow only one book at a time, and are 
required to sign for each book taken out. 

6. City members to return book within 14 days. 

7. Country members to return book within 17 days, and 
must remit amount of registered postage with application. 

8. Where a book is not returned in specified time a card 
will be sent to borrower who shall pay to the Librarian the 
amount of fine incurred at the rate of 3d. per day. 

9. The borrower shall not have the privilege of taking out 
any further book until such fine is paid. 

10. At the discretion of the Hon. Librarian the period of 
loan may be curtailed or loan refused. 

11. No loan of book will be renewed if the book be required 
by another member. 

12. Borrowers must not lend books taken from the Library, 
or exchange them with each other. 

13. Any member losing or destroying a book must replace 
it or pay whatever sum the Committee considers will cover the 
loss. 

By order of the Committee, 

(Sgd.) ADELAIDE L. KENT 
Librarian. 



SOCIAL ACTIVITIES 

Tennis Tournament 

The tennis tournament arranged by the Social Committee 
between members and students has been brought to a successful 
conclusion. 

The tourney was so arranged that each member of the teams 
representing members and students competed against the players 
on the opposing side. Altogether 52 sets were played, the mem-
bers defeating the students by 40 sets to 12. The individual 
winners were as follows :- 

Singles : 1st, J. B. Islip ; sets, won 6, lost 0 ; games, won 36, 
lost 8. 2nd, A. Bramwell Smith ; sets, won 6, lost 0 ; games, won 
36, lost 9. 3rd, Tie, C. L. Cummings and W. O. McCutcheon ; 
sets, each won 5, lost 1; games, each won 36, lost 18. 

Doubles: 1st, A. S. Eggleston and W. O. McCutcheon ; sets, 
won 4, lost 0; games, won 36, lost 10. 2nd, F. B. Kemp and 
O. A. Yuncken ; sets, won 3, lost 1; games, won 32, lost 27. 3rd, 
P. A. Jenkin and A. Bramwell Smith ; sets, won 3, lost 1; games, 
won 27, lost 20 . 

The Social and Fellowship Committee (which is to be con-
gratulated on the tournament) desires to express its grateful 
thanks to Messrs. O. A. Bayne (A.), C. L. Cummings (A.) and 
O. A. Yuncken (A.) for their kindness in making available courts 
in connection with the tournament. 

Golf Tournament 

The Social Committee is arranging the annual golf tourna-
ment amongst Institute members to compete for the cup pre-
sented last year by an anonymous donor. It is requested that 
all members desiring to take part in the tourney advise the Sec-
retary as early as possible. 
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AONG THE BYE-PATHS 

The Duties and Liabilities of Architects and Engineers.- 
A series of articles dealing with "The Duties and Liabilities of 
Architects and Engineers" by Mr. A. A. Hudson, K.C., is pub-
lished in "The Architectural and Building Journal of Queens-
land". Taken in conjunction with the address which was given 
before members some time ago by Mr. Claude Robertson, relating 
to the Law of Contracts, this should be of interest to members of 
both professions. The Journal is on the shelves of the Allied 
Societies Library. 

The Late Mr. J. R. Tranthim Fryer.— It is with great 
regret that we have to chronicle the passing away of Mr. Tran-
thim Fryer, who was, for several years, the Principal of the 
Swinburne Technical College, Hawthorn. The deceased gentle-
man was a native of Tasmania and after having been engaged 
in the study and teaching of Art in that State, he was at the 
Lambeth School of Art (England) for some time. Returning to 
the Commonwealth subsequently, he was associated with the Gor-
don Institute of Technology, Geelong, and eventually was ap-
pointed Principal of the Swinburne College. It may be remem-
bered by older members that he delivered a highly interesting 
discourse on "Sculpture" before the Institute many years ago. 
(This is noted in "The First Half-Century of the R.V.I.A."). 

Gordon Institute of Technology.—Architectural Education: 
The arrangements made by the Board of Architectural Educa-
tion of the R.V.I.A. respecting Architectural Education, and the 
standard of education required for Architectural pupils, has been 
discussed by the Council of The Gordon Institute, with the result 
that the Council has adopted the following resolution as recom-
mended by its "class and lecture committee". "That the Council 
approve the principle contained in the recommendation of the 
Architectural Board of Education of the R.V.I.A., with thé pro-
visos: (a) That provision be made for entrance under certain 
conditions of junior technical students who have reached a cer-
tain standard plus one language; (b) that a compulsory subject 
should not apply to those who have already passed school leaving; 
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and that the final drafting of this resolution be left in the hands 
of the Principal, Messrs. Laird and Davies." The Council also 
approved the conditions pertaining to the "Princeps" Shield, 
which is to be awarded each year to the best boys at the Gordon 
Institute. 

Lecture.—On the 8th June, Mr. J. H. Harvey (F.) lectured 
to the students in Architecture on "The City of Adelaide and its 
Architecture", illustrated by 80 lantern slides from negatives 
taken by himself recently. 
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