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THE FIRST HALF-CENTURY OF THE 
ROYAL VICTORIAN INSTITUTE 

OF ARCHITECTS 

S might have been expected, the great financial dis-
asters that followed the phenomenal inflation which 
characterised the so called "boom years", had a 
powerful influence upon the career of . the Institute 
during the closing years of the Nineteenth Century, 

building in Melbourne being almost suspended. 

In the period known as "the Berry-blight", which occurred 
in the middle "seventies" and which lasted for three or four 
years, no money was forthcoming from the capitalistic classes 
for anything, but eventually, the credit of the State of Victoria 
being good in the eyes of investors abroad, the steady introduc-
tion of money by the State Government in the form of loans from 
Great Britain, assisted in the restoration of confidence and that, 
together with the disappearance from the executive political 
arena of the ultra-radicals, gradually eased the situation and good 
seasons helping the pastoral and agricultural industries, as well 
as a revival in mining occurring, the State's finances were gradu-
ally put upon a sound basis again. However, at the time of the 
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great financial collapse the state of affairs was somewhat differ-
ent ; that event had been brought about principally by the prodi-
gal expenditure of loan money, both on the part of the Govern-
ment and of private financial concerns, and therefore there was 
no such aid to be looked for as existed in the case of the former 
episode, the consequence being that the condition of Victoria (and 
of some of the other Australian States) was very far from satis-
factory. This state of things obviously reflected upon the trade 
and industry of the whole community and the recovery was ex-
ceedingly slow. 

Eventually, however, and to a considerable extent in conse-
quence of the great development of the pastoral, mining and agri-
cultural industries—particularly the agricultural—there was 
evolved gradually, a more satisfactory condition and with less 
extravagant State expenditure, which was kept in check by the 
good sense, sound judgment and economical administration of 
those who superseded the more venturesome Governments of the 
previous ten years, the financial position of the State was again 
rendered sound, and with the accomplishment of the federation 
of the Australian States at the close of the Nineteenth Century, 
trade continued to move, and after a few years, another building 
period bloomed. That still exists and though there are indica-
tions that it may stop short of the wild extravagances of the 
"boom period", it continues to absorb the energies of Architects, 
contractors and artizans. Quite naturally, the building activity 
has resulted in a great accession to the ranks of Architects and 
of students. 

(It is desired that the remarks chronicled relating to the 
political and social conditions which characterised the few years 
following the cessation of building which occurred as a result of 
the great financial collapse, should not be taken as expressing 
political ideas or as registering any opinion regarding what was 
right and what was wrong at the time which was under review ; 
they are simply matters of history truly chronicled and have been 
introduced merely for the purpose of conveying to younger mem-
bers of the profession the reasons for the comparative dullness of 
building operations, not only in Melbourne, but throughout Vic- 
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toria as a whole and to a considerable extent in some of the other 
States also. The younger generation has no practical knowledge 
of the conditions which ruled in Melbourne at that time and they 
can hardly conceive how really bad business of every kind was. 
Some of the older members of the Institute remember it well 
enough, but notwithstanding the depression the Institute was 
kept going which gives evidence of the "grit" which characterised 
the members of the "old School" who determined, come what 
might, that it should not fade out as the first establishment did 
on the failure of the gold producing period of the "fifties".) 

Although the same amount of energy concerning actual 
Architectural matters was not continued during the period which 
followed the suspension of payment of so many of the banking 
establishments, and other financial institutions in Victoria, as 
was in evidence during the decade which closed in the year 1890, 
the Institute continued to hold meetings and its Council was kept 
fully employed in the consideration of matters of policy concern-
ing the practice of the profession. 

It gave a great deal of attention to the City Building Regu-
lations, making continuous efforts to have these improved and 
their ponderous impediments removed and for the bringing of 
them up to date ; it gave much consideration to the question of 
competitions, moved in the direction of endeavouring to have an 
Architectural Museum established, and spent much time in con-
nection with matters concerning Architectural Education and in 
considering the Articles of Association. It would be of little in-
terest to existing members to detail all the proceedings which 
absorbed time during the period of slackness and it would be too 
fatiguing to read them, but it is interesting to cull from the notes 
here and there a few particulars. 

During the year 1906, Mr. C. Rosenthal (now Sir Charles 
Rosenthal, K.C.B.) was elected a member; papers were read on 
"Heraldy Applied to Architecture" by Mr. E. Wilson Dobbs, 
illustrated by lantern slides by J. H. Harvey; on "The Monumen-
tal Brasses of England" by Mr. J. Byatt, with lantern illustra-
tions by J. H. Harvey ; by Mr. Beverley Ussher, on "Wanderings 

[in 
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in Europe", with lantern illustrations ; by Mr. T. S. Hall, M.A., 
on "The Scenery of Melbourne, Geologically Considered", with 
lantern illustrations exhibited by J. H. Harvey ; "The Marbles of 
New South Wales and Victoria" were brought under notice by 
Mr. C. F. Summers ; and the Institute was asked by the com-
mittee of "The Women's Hospital" to assist that body in the pre-
paration of conditions for a competition for a design for a new 
building. 

In 1907 Mr. F. J. Smart became President, and in the course 
of the year Mr. C. A. Cowper addressed a meeting upon his ex-
perience as a delegate to the International Congress of Architects 
which had been held in London. Mr. C. B. Luffmann lectured on 
"Domestic Interiors and Utensils in Spain", illustrated by lan-
tern slides by J. H. Harvey ; Mr. W. Montgomery contributed a 
paper on "Glass", and the Institute was invited by the Govern-
ment to nominate one of its members as a member of a board 
which it was proposed to appoint to deal with "Specifications for 
Portland Cement". As the outcome of this, Mr. Gerard Wight 
was nominated. In addition to the above items, consideration 
was given to matters relating to competitions and building regu-
lations and also to a projected exhibition of Architecture, Arts 
and Crafts. This Exhibition was held in the Exhibition Building, 
Melbourne, and details concerning it are to be found in the cur-
rent issues of the Journal for that year as well as illustrations 
from photographs made by J. H. Harvey. Mr. W. A. M. Blackett 
was Hon. Secretary for this Exhibition. 

In 1908 Mr. E. A. Bates became President. During the year 
the death of Mr. A. Purchas, one of the founders of the Institute, 
was announced. Mr. J. R. Tranthim Fryer read a paper on "The 
Work of-the Sculptor", illustrated with lantern slides which were 
projected by J. H. Harvey; Mr. H. H. Kemp read one on "A Lon-
don Architect's Week-end" ; Lieut.-Col. Monash read one on 
"Concrete Construction", and Mr. Gerard Wight read one on 
"Cement Tests". The Institute was asked by the Attorney-Gen-
eral to direct attention to "Any anomalies or Omissions which 
might be found in the Consolidated Statute Law of the State" ; 
the "G. H. Bennett Memorial Committee" asked the Institute to 



59 the first lirllf-Ceuturg or the IR.l1).11.ïl. 

draw up conditions for a competition; a message of congratula-
tion was forwarded to Mr. Peter Kerr, F.R.I.B.A., on the attain-
ment of his 90th birthday ; an endeavour was made to obtain the 
passing of an Act for the Registration of Architects, which had 
been considered some years previously and the Council published 
a letter in the daily press, warning property owners regarding 
the new Building Regulations which had been introduced by the 
City Council. 

During part of the following year, the Hon. Sec. (Mr. John 
Little) was absent in Europe, but things were kept going and 
plenty of work for the Council was found in the consideration of 
various matters which cropped up from time to time. Mr. P. 
Oakden read a paper on "Some Early Buildings" and in illustra-
tion of this he exhibited several old working drawings of build-
ings, many of which had disappeared. Old plans of Melbourne 
were shewn, one of these indicating that it had, at one time, been 
proposed to cut up portions of the Fitzroy Gardens and the 
Government House Domain into streets! Mr. E. A. Bates ex-
hibited some of the preliminary drawings of the Melbourne Town 
Hall, the Public Library, and the Bank of New South Wales 
(those of the last named building forming a splendid example of 
draftsmanship) . Short papers were also contributed by other 
members. 

In 1910 Mr. A. M. Henderson, M.C.E., was elected President 
and during the year, an Alliance with the Royal Institute of Bri-
tish Architects was completed ; information respecting the pro-
posed visit of the British Association to Australia was given to 
members ; the preparation of a folio album of portraits of de-
ceased members was proposed by Mr. R. J. Haddon, such to con-
tain also a record of the career of such members ; practical 
interest was shewn in the projected competition for the laying 
out of a Federal Capital; the collection of information regarding 
"Disappearing Melbourne", and the necessity for the preserva-
tion of sketches, drawings and photographs illustrating the con-
dition of the City in the old days, and papers were read by Mr. 
Sydney H. Wilson on "New York's Tallest Buildings" special 
attention being devoted to the "Singer Building". A paper en- 
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titled "Sketching on the Continent" was also read by Mr. Percy 
Kernot, and illustrated by numerous water-colour sketches. 

In 1911 the proposed City Building Regulations were dis-
cussed, and at one meeting it was announced that "after waiting 
for them for more than 16 months, the conditions of competition 
for the Federal Capital had been made available by the Minister 
for Home Affairs" ; (regarding the City Building Regulations, 
some amusement was caused at one meeting, when it was stated 
that several councillors, upon interrogation respecting certain 
points, had professed absolute ignorance regarding the subject!) 

Attention was given to the Metropolitan sewering arrange-
ments and a conference with an official of the M. & M. Board of 
Works was held. During the session, Col. J. Monash entertained 
members with an account of his "Travels in Europe and 
America" ; Mr. H. W. Tompkins addressed members with "Notes 
of Travel across America", illustrated with lantern slides, which 
were projected by J. H. Harvey, and a lecture on "The Jenolan 
Caves" by J. H. Harvey, illustrated with lantern slides made by 
the lecturer from negatives which he had made in the caves, was 
delivered. 

In the year 1912 the subject of "Registration" was given 
prominence and Mr. R. Howden addressed members on "The 
Registration Act in force in South Africa". Mr. C. S. Demaine 
read a paper on "Electric Light and Electric Installations" ; and 
Mr. J. S. Gawler read one on "Architecture in China". 

(To be Continued) 



DWELLINGS ERECTED ON RECLAIMED 
LAND AT FISHERMAN'S BEND 

(Copy of a letter forwarded from the R.V.I.A. to The Hon. 
the Minister of Lands, Melbourne) 

Dear Sir, 

HAVE the honour to respectfully advise that the 
Council of the Institute recently inspected the dwel-
lings erected at Fisherman's . Bend upon land re-
claimed under the direction of your Department. My 
Council desires me to convey to you its pleasure and 

congratulations upon the excellent design and amenities provided 
in the housing scheme. It is considered that, with proper admin-
istration and control, the area known as `Fisherman's Bend' will 
develop into a district of incalculable value not only to the City 
of Melbourne but to the whole State of Victoria. The extensive 
system of docks which has been planned by the Melbourne Har-
bour Trust on the site is regarded as a project of enormous poten-
tialities to the development of the State. My Council is of opinion 
that the area of Fisherman's Bend is naturally and eminently 
suited for expansion as an industrial district, with the necessary 
subordinate residential, shopping and parkland sections zoned in 
such a manner as to serve effectively the purposes for which they 
are required. 

The Institute has noted with great satisfaction that the 
Government, in developing the first sections of the reclaimed 
area, adopted the relevant section of the comprehensive road 
scheme as recommended by the Metropolitan Town-Planning 
Commission. My Council earnestly trusts that this well con-
sidered and commendable plan will be adopted by the Govern-
ment in its entirety in making available new areas for building 
purposes. 

The main roads scheme evolved by the Commission for the 
metropolitan area, after evident careful study, includes provision 
for an arterial east-west road across Fisherman's Bend to con-
nect with the municipalities of Footscray and Williamstown and 
the sparsely built on areas beyond. My Council considers that 
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the primary .factor in the tardy expansion of the western suburbs 
has been the lack of sufficient road transportation facilities, and 
is of opinion that the proposed main road is an integral part of 
the complete scheme. 

My Council has studied in detail every feature of the Town-
' Planning Commission's plan from an Architectural and town 

planning view point and is satisfied that the scheme is practical 
and economical. The zoning scheme for the several sub-districts 

is, in the opinion of my Institute, excellent. The facilities which 
would be provided by each of the inter-dependent services are 
co-ordinated in a preconceived plan having full cognizance of all 
the necessary attributes to sound and modern town planning 
principles. 

The Institute considers further that the sections of the area 
which it is proposed shall be devoted to an extensive scheme for 
workmen's homes, is planned in such a manner as to provide the 
most hygienic conditions obtainable. The Commission has evi-
dently given much detailed thought to this phase of the project, 
the residential thoroughfares and allotments being planned to 
ensure adequate sunlight and air, at the same time to obviate 
waste in street space and area of dwelling allotments. 

In conclusion, Sir, I would respectfully express the hope 
that you will find these considered opinions of some assistance in 
directing future works on the area forming the subject of this 
communication. 

Yours faithfully, 

(Sgd.) W. A. M. BLACKETT, 
President. 



. 

PROPOSED AUSTRALIAN INSTITUTE 
 OF ARCHITECTS. 

T the last meeting of the Federal Council of the 
Institutes of Architects of Australia, it was ar-
ranged that the President of the Federal Council, 
the President of the Institute of Architects of New 
South Wales, the President of the Royal Victorian 

Institute of Architects and the solicitors, should confer and pre-
pare a scheme for submission to each of the Australian Insti-
tutes. 

The Presidents of the Federal Council and of the N.S.W. 
Institute have been engaged upon the work for some time and 
have recently proposed a form of Constitution which has been 
carefully considered by the Council and Past Presidents of the 
R.V.I.A. 

After a close study of the draft scheme, the Council of the 
R.V.I.A. has decided that it cannot see its way to accept the 
proposed scheme ; an alternative document is being prepared, 
however, which will embody a simpler scheme to achieve the 
object of creating an Australian Institute of Architects. 
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BOARD OF ARCHITECTURAL 
EDUCATION 

Melbourne, 23rd March, 1928. 

The Secretary, 
Board of Studies in Architecture, 

University of Melbourne, 
CARLTON. 

Dear Sir, 
AM directed to advise that the Board, in pursuing its 
policy of formulating a scheme to co-ordinate Archi-
tectural Education in the State of Victoria, has given 
extensive study to the matter of primary education. 

It is the strong opinion of the Board that a definite standard 
of knowledge should be fixed for entry to the profession. The 
Board is endeavouring to define courses which students may fol-
low in the full knowledge that their line of education conforms 
with a preconceived and carefully planned course of study. Cer-
tain recommendations on this subject will be conveyed to you 
from time to time for information and comment. 

The Board has tentatively decided to recommend that the 
following compulsory subjects form the Intermediate examina- 
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tion, viz., English and any other language, preferably French ; 
two Mathematical subjects; Physics and History. 

Further, the Board provisionally considers that the com-
pulsory subjects to be taken for the Leaving examination should 
be—English and any other language, preferably French; one 
Mathematical subject; Physics and History. 

It is intended that the contents of this letter be conveyed to 
all bodies interested in Architectural Education in Victoria. My 
executive would be pleased and grateful if the Board of Studies 
will peruse these tentative recommendations and convey its view 
thereon to the undersigned. 

Yours faithfully, 	 ";; 

(Sgd.) JOHN B. ISLIP,  
Secretary to the Board of Architectural Education. 	 $;,,' 

Dear Sir, 	 Carlton, 17th April, 1928. 

In reply to your communication of March 23rd I beg 
to state that the matter contained in it was considered at a meet-
ing of the Board of Studies in Architecture yesterday, and it was 
resolved that the Board of Studies considers the range of sub-
jects for the Intermediate and Leaving Examination enumerated 
by you to be suitable as a prelude to a course in Architecture at 
the University, except that it thinks that some latitude should 
be allowed in respect of the Science subject at the Leaving 
standard. 

The Board thanks the Institute for bringing this matter to 
its attention, and hopes that the effort now being made to raise 
the standard of Architectural education will meet with the suc-
cess it deserves. 

Yours faithfully, 

(Sgd.) STANLEY ADDISON, 
Assistant Registrar. 

The Secretary to the Board, 
Royal Victorian Institute of Architects, 

53-55 Collins Place, Melbourne, C.1. 

(This matter is being further considered by the Board.) 
[Programme 
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PROGRAMME OF THE BOARD'S WORK 

(Indicating the lines upon which the activities of the Board 
are being exercised.) 

1. Definition of the Board's Purposes and Activities. 

(a) Preparation of the Board's constitution and personnel 
for submission to the Council. 

(b) To draft the necessary regulations for its own func-
tioning. 

2. To take over the activities of the Committee of Examiners. 

3. Primary Education. 

(a) Standard of intelligence to be investigated. 

(b) To set down the qualifications for entry to the Profes- 

sion. 
(c) Intermediate and Leaving Examinations. 

(d) To confer with other bodies and if necessary at a later 
date, to call a conference of all those interested. 

4. Means of Entry to the Profession. 

(a) To enquire into and tabulate all the normal means of 
entry to the profession. 

(b) To decide the means of training which the Institute 
may recommend. 

(c) To prepare a statement outlining the knowledge which 
it is necessary for an Architect to possess, and setting 
out the modes of procedure for a person entering the 
profession, for the use of members, students and 

others. 

5. Articles. 

(a) To prepare an Interim Report for the guidance of stu-
dents taking the University Degree Course. (This has 
been done.) 

(b) To decide the desirability of retaining the use of 
Articles. 
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(c) If to be retained, to prepare a standard draft suitable 
for all members and, if possible, Government Depart-
ments. If dispensed with, to notify the profession. 

6. University Courses. 

(a) As the Institute has adopted the University as its stan-
dard means of training to consider that matter and to 
look into the curriculum provided by— 

The Degree Course of 5 years. 
The Atelier Course of 3 years. 
The Diploma Course of 3 years. 

(b) To make any recommendations which it may consider 
necessary. 

7. Institute Examinations. 

(a) To set out the various types of examinations to be con-
ducted for Fellows and Associates. 

(b) To lay down the comparative standards of our examin-
ations with other institutions and to each other, and to 
co-ordinate these examinations with the R.I.B.A. and 
the University. 

(c) To re-classify and re-group subjects and to set the stan-
dards of marking and passes. 

(d) To issue a new and comprehensive syllabus setting out 
the Institute's requirements as to testimonies of study 
and classification of subjects. 

(e) To arrange the conducting of examinations. 

8. Registration of Schools and Courses (as is done by the 
R.I.B.A.) 

(a) To discuss generally the training available outside the 
Institute. 

(b) To circularise the various Schools of Mines and Tech-
nical Colleges, setting out the Institute's standards and 
its requirements as to recognition and exemptions. 

[ (c) To 



113oar0 of iirchttectural JEÒucattott. 	 68  

(c) To appoint a committee to visit and report on the vari-
ous schools and courses provided in the Metropolis and 
Country. 

9. The Qualifications for Registration. 

10. Conventions on Architectural Education. 

(a) To call a State convention of representatives of all in-
terested bodies, such as the Head Masters of all Public, 
Private and Technical School Associations, the Univer-
sity, the State and Federal Works Departments, the 
Minister of Education, etc. 

(b) To call a Federal Convention of Architects to consider 
the possibility of such common standards of education 
as are possible. 

11. Competitions. 
(a) To consider the values of the Institute's and other com-

petitions open to Students. 

12. Scholarships. 
(a) To co-ordinate existing scholarships and to propose the 

establishment of further bursaries. 

13. Report. 
(a) To issue a report of the whole findings of the Board 

and to publish this together with a summary for the 
benefit of the profession. 

(b) To circularise all schools and other interested bodies. 

ARTICLES OF PUPILAGE 

The Board desires to bring under the notice of members and 
students, that Articles of Apprenticeship should be submitted to 
the Board for registration as soon as possible after the document 
has been signed by the contracting parties. Several casès in 
which members and students have delayed submitting Articles 
until the term of apprenticeship has been completed, have re- 
cently come under notice. 
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COMPETITION FOR THE "TITE PRIZE" OF THE R.I.B.A. 

The Board has received seven applications from intending 
competitors for this award, all of which have been approved by 
the "Tite Prize Jury" appointed by the R.V.I.A. The Board has 
expressed gratification at the enthusiastic manner in which the 
project has been received by members and students. 

The preliminary competition associated with this award took 
place on Saturday, 26th May, at the Melbourne University, and 
from the work submitted in this competition, a selection will be 
made of those who will be eligible to engage in the final competi-
tion, which is set by the R.I.B.A., and which will be conducted in 
Melbourne early in July next. 

(The Tite Prize—a Certificate and £50—is awarded every 
year for the study of Italian Architecture.) 

In view of the great interest which has been shewn by mem-
bers and students, the Board will probably arrange to conduct 
competitions for several other Scholarships next year. 

Subject for preliminary Competition, 1928: 
"Memorial Porch to a Secondary Entrance to a Cathedral 

in an Italian City" 

It has been decided to erect a Porch to an existing Cathedral 
as a memorial to a famous cleric. 

The structure is to be either semi-circular or polygonal and 
as open as possible. It is to be raised on a Stylobate, four feet 
above the permanent level. 

The treatment of the approach steps, balustrading, acces-
sory ornaments, sculpture, etc., is left to the discretion of the 
competitors, but the internal diameter or width of the edifice 
must not exceed thirty feet. 

There are no restrictions as regards materials and it can be 
assumed the cathedral is built of whatever materials the com-
petitor chooses to adopt. 

The design must be characteristic of .Italian Renaissance, 
applicable to the Florentine or Roman Schools, such as Brunel-
leschi, Bramante, Vignola, or Palladio. 

[Drawings 
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Drawings Required: Plan, section and elevation at fin. scale. 

Drawings may be finished in any way desired. 
Drawings to be on sheet 30in. x 22in. 
General Directions: (1) a pseudonym of one word is to be 

chosen by the competitor and marked clearly on the back of the 

drawings. 
(2) The competitor should write his name and address on 

a slip of paper and place it in the attached envelope, upon the 
outside of which he should write his pseudonym. He should 
attach the envelope securely to his drawings. 

(3) The subject for the Final Competition will be "A 

Yacht Club". 
(4) Competitors are reminded that the Tite Prize is 

awarded for the study of Italian Architecture. 
JOHN B. ISLIP, 

Secretary to the Board. 

Chairman and Deputy Chairman 
It has been announced that Mr. W. S. P. Godfrey (F.) has 

been appointed Chairman of the Board for the ensuing twelve 
months, and that Mr. L. F. Irwin (A.) has been appointed 
Deputy-Chairman. 

R.V.I.A. SILVER MEDAL COMPETITION, 1928 
There were only two designs submitted in this Competition 

this year and the medal was not awarded. The design of Mr. F. J. 
Glennon was awarded Hon. Mention. The designs will be on 
view at the Institute office at an early date. 

The work of Mr. Glennon is illustrated in another part of 
the journal. 

EMPLOYMENT BUREAU 
Members are reminded that an "Employment Bureau" has 

been created, and Architects who may desire assistants and as-
sistants who may desire engagements are advised to place them-
selves in communication with the Secretary (Mr. J. B. Islip). 



R.V.LA. Journal of Proceedings, May, 1928 

R.V.I.A. SILVER MEDAL COMPETITION 
Design by Mr. F. J. Glennon: Awarded Hon. Mention 

Block Plan and Perspective View 









COMPETITIONS. 

CAULFIELD WAR MEMORIAL COMPETITION 
It is understood that, following a report which was made by 

a committee of the R.V.LA., regarding a site for the projected 
Memorial, the Caulfield Municipal Council has adopted the recom-
mendation made. 

The Memorial is estimated to cost £5000 and premiums of 
£50, £20, and £10 will be offered for the three best designs. 

The competition is restricted to Architects who are returned 
soldiers, and any who are interested are asked to communicate 
with the Secretary of the Institute (Mr. J. B. Islip), who will 
supply all necessary particulars. 

COMPETITION FOR A DESIGN FOR THE "COLUMBUS 
MEMORIAL" LIGHTHOUSE (AMERICA) 

The following letter has been received by the Secretary (Mr. 
J. B. Islip) from the Technical Adviser of the "Permanent Com-
mittee of the Governing Board of The Pan-American Union on 
the Columbus Lighthouse" (Mr. Albert Kelsey, F.A.I.A.) . 

"My dear Sir, 

I am more than pleased with your gracious response 
and ask you to be good enough to state at the next meeting of 
the members of your Society that it has been decided to postpone 
the beginning of the Lighthouse Competition until June, in order 
to give everyone at a distance more time to register.. Conse-
quently, the drawings will not be required in Madrid until after 
the first of the year. 

The programme has not yet come from the printer, but ten 
copies will be sent to you in due course. In the meantime, I 
enclose ten copies of the application blank, which I will be exceed-
ing obliged if you will distribute among those most likely to 
compete. 

The problem is a fascinating one and each competitor will 
be permitted to design anything he pleases and to render it in 
his own way, in the first contest. Moreover, the drawings re- 

71 	 [quired 



¢ont}1etíttons. 	 72 

quired will be small and can be sent rolled up, which will put the 
competitor to the least possible expense. 

Expecting to be greeted by quite a number of striking de-
signs when I go to Madrid. 

I remain, 
Very sincerely yours, 

(Sgd.) ALBERT KELSEY, 
Technical Adviser." 

All further information will be supplied on application to 
the . Secretary (Mr. J. B. Islip) . 

N.B.—The Secretary has ascertained that the competition is 
being conducted in accordance with the conditions of com-
petition approved by the American Institute of Architects. 

mllent~~~ íi~ 



D EPORT ON THE EXHIBITION OF 
11 DOMESTIC ARCHITECTURE 

May 21st, 1928. 
The President and Council, 

Royal Victorian Institute of Architects, 
55 Collins Place, Melbourne. 

Gentlemen, 

E have the honour, on behalf of the Exhibition 
Committee, to submit this report on the Exhibi-
tion of Domestic Architecture held in the Allied 
Societies' Building from May 1st to May 12th of 
this year. 

Preliminary Arrangements: The success of the Interna-
tional Exhibition held in June of last year prompted the Council 
to arrange an exhibition of domestic work during 1928. An Ex-
hibition Committee was appointed in November of last year con-
sisting of Mr. W. A. M. Blackett (Chairman) , Messrs. P. A. 
Oakley, T. J. Buchan, J. S. Gawler, W. M. Campbell, F. Sale, 
F. K. Cheetham, R. B. Hamilton, M. W. Martin, A. S. Hall (Hon. 
Treasurer), O. A. Bayne, J. R. Parry, J. B. Islip (Secretary) and 
R. B. Grounds (Hon. Assistant Secretary) . 

73 	 [To 



•IReport on tbe Exhibition of 1:Domestíc Ztrcbitecture. 	74 

To manage the detailed arrangements, the following sub-
committees were appointed :- 

Brochure : Messrs. J. S. Gawler and G. H. MVlewton. 

Competitions: Messrs. F. K. Cheetham and R. B. Hamilton. 

Finance: Messrs. A. S. Hall and E. E. Smith. 

Selection: Messrs. W. A. M. Blackett, F. K. Cheetham, F. 
Sale and R. K. Stevenson. 

Publicity : Messrs. R. B. Hamilton and J. B. Islip. 
Preliminary arrangements were well in hand before Christ-

mas. The committee decided that exhibits were to comprise 
photographs, sketches, working drawings and models of domes-
tic work only. On December 10th members were invited to 
apply for space. 

Exhibits and Accommodation: • Thirty-three members 
were represented by exhibits. The general exhibits were dis-
played in the hall on the ground floor, where a "bay" treatment 
was employed. The competition drawings and models were loca-
ted in No. 2 board room on the second floor. The corridor on the 
same floor was devoted to the display of two sets of detail draw-
ings, showing the work of an Architect from the first interview 
with the client to elevations, perspectives and model of the com-
pleted house. The permanent display of building materials on 
the third and fourth floors, which is administered by the Allied 
Societies' Trust, was treated as part and parcel of the exhibition. 
On these two floors were also located appropriate exhibits ob-
tained from the University Atelier and the Arts and Crafts' 
Society. The entrance lobby was furnished by Messrs. W. H. 
Rocke Pty. Ltd. 

Competitions: As a special feature of the exhibition, it was 
decided to invite members and students to submit competitive 
designs for three types of houses, special bronze medallions and 
certificates to be awarded for the designs adjudged first in each 
group. The conditions of competitions were published on Janu-
ary 28th and sixty-nine applications were received. The number 
of designs submitted was disappointing, only eighteen being re- 
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ceived—six for type "A", nine for type "B", and three for type 
"C". The competition sub-committee promptly adjudicated upon 
the designs after their submission, and the following awards 
were made. 

TYPE "A" : Timber house to cost £1000. Winning design by 
Messrs. Roy B. Grounds and G. H. Mewton. Honourable Men-
tion, R. J. Wilson, of Geelong. 

TYPE "B": Brick house to cost £1500. Winning design by 
Messrs. W. & R. Butler and Martin. Honourable Mention, A. S. 
Hall. 

TYPE "C" : Cost figure left to discretion of competitors ; 
provided that extravagant expense would not be countenanced. 
Winning design by Messrs. W. & R. Butler and Martin, for house 
to cost £4800 Honourable Mention, Messrs. G. H. Mewton and 
Roy B. Grounds. 

Arrangements were made whereby models of the winning 
designs were constructed gratis by Messrs. Picton Hopkins, 
Modern Art Co. and Messrs. G. H. Mewton and Roy B. Grounds. 

The competitions aroused keen interest and were perhaps 
the most popular attraction at the exhibition, particularly in 
regard to the £1000 and £1500 homes. 

Selection and Hanging: The work of the organisers was 
hampered to a considerable degree by the tardiness of members 
in forwarding their exhibits. This greatly handicapped both the 
Selection and Brochure Committees. Ample time was allowed 
for preparation of exhibits, as fully five months elapsed 
between the issue of the invitations for exhibits and the 
date on which drawings, etc., were required. It is to 
be hoped that members will offer greater co-operation in 
this respect on the occasion of future exhibitions. The Selection 
and Hanging Committee had no small task in deciding on the 
most representative and interesting exhibits for the purpose of 
a public display, having in mind the responsibility of giving the 
best impression of the respective authors' works. The result of 
their efforts was clearly shown by the success of the exhibition, 
the eulogistic critiques in the press, and remarks from visitors. 

[Publicity 
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Publicity: The publicity obtained was exceptionally good. 
For several months prior to the opening, reference to the forth-
coming exhibition was made repeatedly in the daily press and in 
a number of other publications. Arrangements were made for 
a series of fifteen wireless talks on specified subjects to be broad-
cast through 3L0 and 3AR over a period of four weeks prior to 
and during the exhibition. The preliminary publicity succeeded 
in arousing considerable interest prior to the opening of the dis-
play. The wireless speakers were the Mesdames L. L. Phillips 
and J. W. Wright, the Misses A. G. Marwick, L. B. Lee, C. 
Teague and E. Walling, and Messrs. W. A. M. Blackett, R. H. 
Alsop, P. A. Oakley, W. O. McCutcheon, M. W. Martin, G. B. 
Leith, R. B. Hamilton, H. D. Annear, and L. F. Irwin. 

Each of the newspapers on the opening day published at-
tractive two-page features. The exhibition was given promin-
ence daily in each of the newspapers, as a result of prior arrange-
ment by the Publicity Committee. Several leading articles on 
the value of the exhibition were published. Arrangements were 
made with the proprietors of the "Australian Home Beautiful" 
to publish a special "exhibition number" of that journal on the 
opening day. An attractive canvas . sign was projected on the 
northern wall of the building and was illuminated each night. 
In addition to 600 invitations being distributed for the opening 
ceremony, 1000 general invitations on special cards were issued 
after the opening day to engineers, surveyors, barristers, secre- 
taries and accountants. 

Opening Ceremony: His Excellency The Rt. Hon. Lord 
Somers, State Governor of Victoria, graciously agreed to per-
form the opening ceremony, which was successfully conducted at 
3 p.m. on Tuesday, May 1st, in the presence of a large and very 
representative gathering. The Rt. Hon. the Lord Mayor (Sir 
Stephen Morell), the Chief Secretary (Mr. Prendergast), the 
President (Mr. Blackett) and the First Vice-President (Mr. 
Alsop) also addressed the audience. The Exhibition Committee 
desires to express its thanks to Mr. G. A. Beech, A.R.I.B.A., for 
the design which he made for the card of invitation. 
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Attendances: On the opening day less than 500 visitors at-
tended, but the succeeding daily attendances, between 10 a.m. 
and 10 p.m., were considerably above that figure. A total of 
approximately 9000 people viewed the exhibition during the 11 
days of display. The interest was well sustained throughout the 
morning, afternoon and evening sessions. It was notable that 
the Friday in each week proved to be the most popular day, 
the attendances being approximately 1200 on each occasion. The 
visitors in the evenings comprised a large number of young 
people, apparently prospective home-builders. Members and 
students were present throughout each day and evening to con-
duct visitors through the display. Groups of students from the 
schools named hereunder were shown over the exhibits by invita-
tion :—The Emily Macpherson School of Domestic Economy, the 
Working Men's College and the following technical schools—
Swinburne, South Melbourne, Brighton, Box Hill, Caulfield, and 
West Melbourne. In several of these cases, essay competitions 
were promoted amongst the visiting students, at the suggestion 
of the Exhibition Committee. The keen interest expressed and 
the large attendances indicated the full success and justification 
of the exhibition. 

Display Floors: As previously mentioned, the two floors of 
the building, which are devoted by the Allied Societies' Trust to 
a permanent display of building materials, were treated as por-
tion of the exhibition. This policy proved a considerable factor 

• in the interest aroused. A pleasing result was that several exhi-
bitors on the display floors communicated to the Committee their 
gratification on the success of the exhibition from the commer- 

t 	 cial point of view. 

Brochure: A sixty-four page brochure with a two colour 
cover was prepared for distribution to visitors. The brochure 
contained nine reproductions of selected exhibits, a catalogue, 
list of Exhibition Committees, and a list of Institute members. 
A section was devoted to the competitions, containing conditions, 
judges' reports, and reproductions of the winning designs in each 
type. 3000 copies were printed, 1000 of which were intended for 

[Geelong 
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Geelong and Ballarat. 1458 copies were sold at a charge of 1/-

each to visitors during the exhibition. The Committee desires to 
express its thanks to Messrs. G. H. Mewton and R. B. Grounds 
for the Cover Design of the Brochure. 

Geelong and Ballarat: The arrangements for the exhibi-
tions at Geelong and Ballarat are well in hand. The exhibits at 
Geelong will be displayed at the Gordon Institute of Technology, 
and, in the case. of Ballarat, at the City Hall. The arrangements 

at , thé provincial centres are in the hands of Institute country 
members, subject to the supervision of the central Committee. 
The country members have expressed a keen enthusiasm on the 
enterprise and it is considered the exhibitions at Geelong and 
Ballarat will be of considerable value in improving the standard 
of Architecture in the provincial centres of Victoria. 

General: The Committee desires to express its sincere appre-
ciation of the co-operation of members and students in connec-
tion with the exhibition. The Students' Society especially is to 
be thanked for its unstinted assistance. Excellent and enthusi-
astic services were given in an honorary capacity by Mr. Roy B. 
Grounds, Hon. Assistant Secretary, who devoted a great deal of 
his time to the exhibition. 

Numerous visitors remarked on the lack of exhibits of the 
small house. In future exhibitions, we suggest that more atten-
tion should be given to this section of our work. It is in this 
sphere that the work of the Architect is generally overlooked, 
and Architectural exhibits supply unparalleled opportunities 
of demonstrating to the public the value of efficiently trained 
supervision in home building. 

(Sgd.) W. A. M. BLACKETT, Chairman. 

(Sgd.) JOHN B. ISLIP, Secretary. 
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REPORT ON AUSTRALASIAN ASSOCI- 
ATION FOR ADVANCEMENT 

OF SCIENCE, 1928 

The Secretary, Royal Victorian Institute of Architects. 
Sir, 

HAVE the honour to submit, for the information of 
the Council of the Institute, the following Report upon 
the proceedings of the Australasian Association for 
the Advancement of Science at the nineteenth ses-
sion, which was inaugurated at Hobart on Monday, 

16th January last. 

As the representative of the Institute, on the Council of the 
Association, I attended the Council and Sectional meetings and 
did my best to keep the Institute in the foreground during the 
term of the session. 

Only two or three Architects from States other than Tas-
mania attended the Congress which was supported more strongly 
by the Engineers, nevertheless, the meetings of the section deal-
ing with "Engineering and Architecture" (Section "H") were 
well attended and the number of papers contributed was suffici-
ent to absorb all the available time of the section. Professor 
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R. W. Chapman, C.M.G., M.A., Professor of Engineering in the 
University of Adelaide, was President of the Section, and his 
Presidential Address dealt with the subject of "Concrete" which 
was treated in not only a scientific but in a highly interesting 
manner; it contained much useful information of practical value 
and was fully illustrated by means of diagrams and lantern 
slides. Put briefly, the important features considered were the 
proportions of the solid materials which form the bulk of the 
concrete, the proportion of water used in the incorporation of 
them and the time occupied in setting and in finally hardening. 
At one time, comparatively little attention was given to the quan-
tity of water used in the preparation of the type of concrete 
adopted in modern times in connection with "re-inforcement", 
but research has shewn that the amount of water used in rela-
tion to the solids has a most important bearing upon the physical 
qualities of the resulting compound and the Professor pointed to 
diagrams which had been plotted as the results of numerous ex-
periments which had been conducted over a lengthy period in 
order to provide data for future use. Among the papers read 
was one by Mr. J. T. Noble Anderson, B.A., M.Inst.C.E., entitled 
"Works on Coastal Protection" ; one by Mr. H. A. Curtis, A.M.I.E. 
(Aust.), on "The Future Development of the Hydro-Electric Re-
sources of Tasmania" ; one by Mr. Alan C. Walker, A.R.I.B.A., 
whom some of the older members may remember as an en-
ergetic Associate of this Institute thirty years ago and who, they 
will be interested to hear, is still in active practice and well ; the 
title of this was "Henry Hunter and his Work". This was illus-
trated by lantern slides prepared by Mr. Walker and Mr. A. T. 
Johnston, one of our Associate Members, and a partner of Mr. 
Walker. The discourse served to shew the great versatility and 
energy of the late Mr. Hunter, who did so much towards the 
adorning of Hobart and other places in Tasmania with good 
examples of monumental Architecture. A paper dealing with 
"The Architecture of Adelaide" was read by myself, and illus-
trated by the same lantern slides as were used in connection with 
the lecture which was given by me before the members of this 
Institute on 3rd October last, and it followed upon the same 
general lines, but was extended in some parts and shorn of much 
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of its original technical matter in others, as many of those who 
attended the sectional meetings were not Architects. The whole 
of these papers were delivered before good . audiences, the last 
being heard by several residents of Adelaide who were anxious 
to hear how the work in their city appeared to a visitor. 

Excursions in connection with the section were made to the 
"Electrolytic Works": at Risdon and to the "Carbide Works" at 
Electrona. No excursions took place to any buildings or engin-
eering works, there being so little constructional work of any 
magnitude in progress just now in the vicinity of Hobart.  

~~irfa 

	

The business was brought to a close on Saturday, January 	 041,r oib 

	

21st, by a steamer excursion along the D'Entrecasteaux Channel 	 ~!~! 
the visiting members being entertained by the members of the 
local organising committee. On the way, the Carbide Works 
were inspected, those who attended being extremely interested in 
the operations of the large electric furnaces used in the manu-
facture of carbide of calcium. A picnic lunch was then partaken 
of on the beach at Simpson's Bay. and during the return jour-
ney afternoon tea was served on the steamer. 

Taken as a whole, the session was regarded as successful. 
The next congress will be held in Brisbane in 1930, the time of 
year not having been definitely determined upon yet. 

(Sgd.) J. H. HARVEY. 

[City 
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CITY OF MELBOURNE BUILDING REGULATIONS 

The "Building Regulations Committee" of the R.V.I.A. has 
made a comprehensive survey of the existing Building Regula-
tions and the Institute has communicated with the City Council 
regarding the same. It was suggested by the Institute that the 
provisions of certain of the regulations are out of date and with 
a view of bringing the by-laws into line with modern building 
requirements, the Institute would be glad to co-operate in revis- 

ing the regulations. 
As a sequel to the communication, it has been arranged that 

a conference with the "Traffic and Building Regulations Com-
mittee" of the City Council for the purpose of recommending 
amendments will be held. 

VISIT TO ST. PAUL'S CATHEDRAL 
At the invitation of the Architect (Mr. John Barr, 

A.R.I.B.A.) and the contractor (Mr. Clements Langford), an 
official visit of members, in which several students joined, was 
paid to the works in progress at the Cathedral on 27th April. 
The party numbered between 20 and 30, and several of the visi-
tors were hoisted to the summit of the eastern spire, of which 
they made an inspection and enjoyed the view. The placing in 
position of one of the large steel struts which will assist in taking 
the weight of the central spire was also seen by those who were 

present. 
The President (Mr. W. A. M. Blackett)—who was one of 

those who went to the top of the spire—expressed the thanks of 
the members to Messrs. Barr and Langford for the courtesy 
extended to them and the party then broke up. 



THE LIBRARY 

JOURNAL OF THE R.I.B.A.—The number for February 
11th contains a paper on "The Latest American Building 
Methods" by Harvey W. Corbett, together with numerous illus-
trations and a discussion on "The R.I.B.A. Form of Building 
Contract". 

In the issue for January 28th will be found "The President's 
Address to Students", illustrations of the winning designs in the 
R.I.B.A. Competitions, a lecture on "The Origin of the Penden-
tive", and an article on "The Preservation of London Squares" 
which may be of value to those who are interested in Town 
Planning. Under date February 25th is a copiously illustrated 
paper on "Old Churches and Church Carving in the Province of 
Quebec", also "Notes on The Parthenon" with illustrations. 

The number for March 10th contains a paper by Professor 
Laurie on "Stone Preservation and Decay", with the discussion 
thereon and an illustrated article on "Bridges". 

MELBOURNE UNIVERSITY ATELIER OF 
ARCHITECTURE 

The Bulletin of the Atelier, recording particulars relating 
to the Institution and containing numerous examples of the work 
of members, together with a group, photograph of them, is to 
hand. 

TENNIS TOURNAMENT - 
A tennis tournament arranged by Social Committee between 

members and students of the Institute, is being keenly contested 
by representative teams. The tournament, which has been an 
excellent means of bringing members and students together 
socially, is being conducted on Saturday afternoons and will be 
concluded in two or three weeks. 

At the time of going to press, the members are leading the 
students by 23 sets to 6, the individual leaders on percentages 
being :- 

Singles : J. B. Islip, 5-0 ; A. Bramwell Smith, 4-0. 
Doubles: A. S. Eggleston and W. O. McCutcheon, 3-0 ; 

O. A. Yuncken and F. B. Kemp, 3-1. 
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ALONG THE BYE-PATHS 

Cathedral Square.—Recently, the President and Secretary 
interviewed the Hon. the Minister of Railways (Mr. Tunnecliffe) 
regarding the creation of a Civic Square opposite St. Paul's 
Cathedral. At this interview, they made an offer, on behalf of 
the Institute, to assist in the preparation of a scheme for such 
a square, and the Minister gratefully accepted the offer. A com-
mittee of the Council is now preparing this scheme which will 
embody the requirements of all the authorities who are 

interested. 
Mr. O. A. Bayne.—Every good wish to Mr. O. A. Bayne, 

who is about to undertake a trip to Europe and America. 
Sir John Burnet's Appreciation of Australasian Students. 

—The following is an extract from a letter forwarded by Sir John 
Burnet to Mr. Geo. R. King (F.) (Principal of the Gordon Insti-
tute of Technology, Geelong), a few weeks ago. 

"Just a line to thank you for the `Geelong Advertiser' with 
its description of the work done at the Gordon Institute of Tech-
nology in the Department of Architecture. 

"I think I am indebted to you for more than this particular 
paper and as I have had several capable assistants in my office 
(Australians and New Zealanders) I am naturally interested in 
what is now being done to educate the coming Architects, and 
wish you to know that I appreciate your kindness. Let me know 
if there is any particular way in which I can help you." 

Very faithfully yours, 

(Sgd.) JOHN I. BURNET. 
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