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MINUTES 

INUTES of General Meeting held at 53 Collins Plaie 
on Monday, .3rd October, 1927, at 8 o'clock p.m. 

Chair. —In the unavoidable absence of the Pre-
sident, Mr. W. A. M. Blackett (Vice-President) oc-
cupied the Chair. 

Apology.---An apology for non-attendance was received 
from Mr. R. H. Alsop (F.). 

Minutes. —On the motion of Mr. J. H. Harvey (F.) , 
seconded by Mr. T. J. Buchan (F.) , the minutes of the previous 
meeting were taken as read and confirmed. 

Proceedings of the Federal Council.—The Chairman in-
vited discussion upon the proceedings of the Federal Council of 
the Institutes of Architects of Australia, as published in the 
Journal of the R.V.I.A. There was no discussion. 

Election.—Messrs. A. S. Hall (A.) and A. R. Butler (A.), 
having been appointed scrutineers, a ballot was conducted for 
the election of Mr. William Frederick Williams as an Associate. 
The candidate was elected. 
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Exhibition of Drawings and Specifications. 'The Chair-
man intimated that Mr. T. J. Buchan had signified that his Firm 
was prepared to allow plans to be lodged at their office for 
inspection, on behalf of any Melbourne Architects who might 
desire to invite tenders for work in Geelong and he hoped that 
Melbourne Architects would reciprocate. 

Conference with Master Builders.— ft was announced 
that a Conference had been recently held with the Master Buil-
ders' Association, which had cleared up several matters in dis-
pute regarding prime-costing amounts. An important point was 
the claim for 10% on the cost of all shop fronts. Respecting 
that, a sliding scale, particulars of which would be found in the 
Journal, had been adopted. 

Presentation of Medals.—Medals were presented by the 
Chairman to Mr. G. Eales (the Grice Bronze Medal for 1923) 
and Mr. G. H. Sneddon (the Grice Bronze Medal for 1925). It 
was announced that in the latter competition, Mr. W. F. Williams 
had attained second place. 

Visit.— A visit had been paid to Messrs. Sturrock & Sons' 
Works, at South Melbourne, for the purpose of inspecting 
methods connected with the manufacture of three-ply boarding. 

The Club.—The Chairman referred to the Club which had 
been formed by members of the Allied Societies, the rooms of 
which are in the Allied Societies Building and he expressed the 
hope that more members would join that institution. 

Bridge Evening —A "Bridge Evening" had been arranged 
for, to be held in the near future, members of the R.V.I.A. hav-
ing been challenged by members of the Institute of Refrig-
eration. 

National War Memorial. 	Further contributions from 
members towards the Victorian National War Memorial were-
invited. 

Australasian Association for Advancement of Science.—
It was announced that the next Session of the Association would 
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be held in Hobart in January next, and the hope was expressed 
that some member would volunteer to represent the Institute on 
that occasion. 

Silver Medal of the R.V.I.A.—It was announced that the 
Competition for this Prize had been won by Mr. R. O. Ellis, that 
Mr. P. M. Shaw had received the President's Prize and Special 
Mention, and that Mr. Colin J. Dixon had received Special 
Mention. 

Lecture.— A Lecture, which was profusely illustrated by 
lantern slides, was delivered by Mr. J. H. Harvey (F.) ; the sub-
ject was "Notes on the Architecture of Adelaide." 

The lecture, which was illustrated by 80 lantern slides from 
negatives taken in Adelaide by the lecturer during the last year 
or two, dealt briefly with the topography of the city and with 
its lay-out, gave particulars regarding the streets and their road 
surfaces, and the tramway and sewerage systems, speculated 
upon the conditions which probably influenced the early Archi-
tects when preparing their designs and finally discoursed upon 
the details of the Architecture as the slides illustrating public 
and commercial buildings, banks and churches (of which Ade-
laide possesses a large number) were projected upon the screen, 
mentioning the impressions which these, as well as the domestic 
structures, both of the older and the more modern style had 
given him. 

DISCUSSION 

Mr. P. B. Hudson (F.) , in proposing a vote of thanks to 
the lecturer, said that those present had had a very delightful 
evening, the lantern slides from the lecturer's own hands having 
contributed greatly to the enjoyment of all. An illustrated lec-
ture of that nature emphasised many details in buildings that 
might easily pass un-noticed by one in the course of a cursory 
examination such as it might be possible to make whilst walking 
along the street. The lecturer had devoted a life study to photo-
graphy and he was especially enthusiastic regarding Architec-
tural work. Australia owed much to Mr. Harvey for the many 
very interesting and beautiful photographic records which he 

[had 
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had made of its examples of Architecture. He had great pleasure 
in proposing a vote of thanks. 

Mr. K. A. Henderson (F.) seconded the motion, saying that 
members had had an interesting evening, particularly respecting 
the evidence which it had afforded regarding the good quality 
of the work done by the older Architects in Adelaide. Concern-
ing the statement that Adelaide gave one the impression that it 
was a cleaner city than Melbourne, he could not quite agree with 
Mr. Harvey. He had examined all the principal cities of Aus-
tralia and New Zealand and he said unhesitatingly, that Mel-
bourne must be accorded pride of place. He congratulated the 
lecturer upon his photographic work and on his choice of 
subjects. 

Mr. Jas. Alexr. Smith, C.E.; supported the motion. He said 
that he had appreciated both Mr. Harvey's lecture and his lan-
tern slides. The slides proved that the photographs had been 
taken by one who was an expert at the work. He remarked 
that respecting Architectural matters, the Engineer was 
usually looked upon as something of a Philistine and pos-
sibly that might be true. He was in the habit of looking up to 
the Architect as a leader in aesthetics and therefore it had been 
exceedingly refreshing to him, as an Engineer, to hear an Archi-
tect criticising the work of other Architects. Comparing the 
work of the Architect and the Engineer, some appeared to re-
gard Architecture as being on an altogether different platform 
from Engineering and laymen were often reserved in the expres-
sion of their opinion respecting Architectural design. It was of 
interest to find that differences of opinion existed concerning it 
and what had been said caused him to feel that possibly both 
Engineer and Architect were on the same plane ; it was very 
soothing to his feelings to think from what he had observed, that 
the time at which the Engineer should make his exit from this 
planet, had hardly arrived yet. 

Mr. W. M. Campbell (Hon. Sec.) supported the motion. He 
had very pleasant recollections of a Town Planning Conference 
which he had attended in Adelaide some years ago, when he 
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had been much impressed by the clear beauty of the city and 
its bright atmosphere. The brightness seemed to be reflected 
in the Architecture of the place, especially in that of the Parlia-
ment Houses, a structure faced with marble. Marble was the 
most beautiful building material that he knew of. He thanked 
Mr. Harvey for his lecture. 

Mr. H. J. Kerr (F.) added his quota of thanks and com-
plimented the lecturer upon his camera work. He knew how to 
place his camera and possessed the great secret of being able to 
obtain fine views of Architectural work the portrayal of which 
demanded that the photographer should have considerable ex-
perience and should possess aesthetic taste. 

The Chairman, in putting the motion, said that his memory 
of Adelaide was subject to very hurried impressions gathered 
during the spaces between arrival and departure in transit. The 
plan and lay-out of the city left a very definite impression of 
spaciousness contrasted with the narrowness of certain streets 
that had developed into very busy thoroughfares though prob-
ably the original intention had been that these narrower ways 
should be quite subsidiary. The Institute was indebted to Mr. 
Harvey for his work in the photographing of many of the 
examples of the earlier Architectural development in several 
Australian States and he (Mr. Blackett) thought that one aspect 
in considering much of the work that was based upon Classic or 
Renaissance types was, that in its more modern development, 
there was generally a greater study made of refinements and of 
proportion than was evident in many of the older examples. 
Much of the earlier work was spoilt by too great a use of the 
pilaster and engaged column. 

The motion having been carried the business of the General 
Meeting terminated. 

SPECIAL MEETING 

At half-past nine o'clock, a Special Meeting was opened for 
the purpose of dealing with a proposed amendment of the 
Articles of Association of the Institute. 

[The 



The Chairman (Mr. W. A. M. Blackett) explained that the 
meeting was convened in order to take into consideration the 
alteration of the Articles of Association, so that a Board of 
Architectural Education might be created. He then asked Mr. 
L. F. Irwin (A.) to explain the situation. Mr. Irwin said that 
the movement was the outcome of a number of meetings of the 
Council and other people interested in the matter. When the 
proposition was placed before the Institute's solicitors, they drew 
up the form of alteration to the Articles of Association which 
was necessary. The original idea was to constitute the Board 
on similar lines to that of the R.I.B.A., but it had been pointed 
out by the legal advisers that such procedure was impossible for 
the reason that the R.I.B.A. and the R.V.I.A. were constituted 
in different ways. After a number of consultations, the form 
presented to the meeting had been arrived at. 

Mr. P. B. Hudson (F.) moved that "the Articles of Associa-
tion be amended in accordance with the particulars set out in 
the Circular which had been forwarded to all members." 

Mr. W. M. Campbell (F.) seconded the motion. Mr. A. S. 
Hall (A.) asked why an amendment of the Articles was neces-
sary. He asked could not the matter be managed by a sub-
committee ? 

The Chairman replied to the effect that the Council had 
been advised by the solicitors that the alteration was necessary. 

Mr. K. A. Henderson (F.) asked what would be the status 
of the Board in the event of an Australian Institute of Architects 
being formed during the next few months? 

The Chairman said that the legal reason was that the Board 
would contain others than members of the Institute. Mr. Irwin 
said that all members of the Board would be members of the 
Institute, but not members of the Council. 

Mr. Hudson remarked that the Council regarded the subject 
of Architectural Education as of the utmost importance in rela-
tion to the education of future Architects in Victoria. The com-
munity was passing through a vital stage in the history of archi 
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tectural education and those who had been dealing with questions 
of the day realised that there were matters of tremendous impor-
tance being dealt with by the Board, which had already met, 
and had done a considerable amount of preparatory work. The 
Council was of opinion that any delay in the formation of the 
Board would be detrimental to future Architectural Education. 

In answer to a question raised by Mr. J. H. Harvey (F.) , 
the Chairman said that in creating the Board of Education the 
Institute was only preparing something that would be carried 
out by the "Victorian Chapter" of the Australian Institute when 
that Institute was founded. There was provision for a Board 
of Architectural Education in each Chapter. 

The motion was then carried unanimously and the meeting 
closed. 

[Minutes 
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M INUTES. 

INUTES of General Meeting held at 53 Collins Place, 
Melbourne, on Monday, 31st October, 1927. 

Chair.— In the unavoidable absence of the Pre-
sident, Mr. W. A. M. Blackett, Vice-President, oc-

cupied the Chair. 

Apologies.— Apologies for non-attendance were received 
from Messrs. T. J. Buchan (F.) , K. A. Henderson (F.) and 
Meldrum. 

Minutes.— On the motion of Mr. H. J. Mackennal (F.) , 
seconded by Mr. R. B. Hamilton (A.) , the minutes of the pre-
vious meeting were taken as read and confirmed. 

Preference to Victorian Made Paints.—The President an-
nounced that a communication had been received from the Vic-
torian Chamber of Manufacturers asking that members utilise 
paints manufactured in Victoria in connection with their work. 

Competitions: Manly Town Hall.—The Conditions of Com-
petition for the New Town Hall at Manly, N.S.W., were on the 
table for the information of members, having just been received. 
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Hawthorn and Caulfield War Memorial.—Members who de-
sire to enter for this competition were asked to notify the Sec-
retary (Mr. J. B. Islip) as soon as possible. 

R.V.I.A. Competitions.—SILVER MEDAL.—The President an-
nounced that the Silver Medal, which is the highest award that 
the Institute can give, had been awarded to Mr. R. O. Ellis for 
his design for a "Golf Club House." He stated that the standard 
of all three designs is very high, Mr. P. M. Shaw having gained 
the President's Prize and Special Mention, while Mr. Colin Dixon 
had received Special Mention. He reminded members that for 
some years the Silver Medal had not been awarded. The work 
submitted by Mr. Ellis, he said, had reached an exceedingly high 
standard. (Mr. Ellis is a "Diploma Student" of the Melbourne 
University.) He also emphasised the fact that engagement in 
this competition is compulsory in the case of all who desire to 
be nominated for Associateship of the Institute. 

BRONZE MEDAL.—The Bronze Medal of the Institute has 
been awarded to Mr. J. R. Parry, the Vice-President's Prize to 
Mr. G. T. Farries, and Hon. Mention to Mr. H. L. P. D. Acton. 

The Chairman then presented those who had gained the 
awards with the prizes and diplomas, addressing a few words of 
congratulation and encouragement to each of them. 

Lecture.— The Chairman afterwards invited Professor 
Henry Payne, M.Inst.C.E., to deliver his lecture entitled "Travel 
in England and India." (The lecture which was illustrated by 
more than one hundred lantern slides from negatives taken 
recently by the lecturer and from other sources, proved of 
unusual interest ; and an abstract will be found in another part 
of the Journal.) 

DISCUSSION 

The Chairman said that the members and visitors were 
indebted to Professor Payne for a lecture of such great interest. 
Architects realised how great an interest the Professor took in 
their work and in the education of students in Architecture. 

[The 
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The photographs shewn on the screen covered a wonder-
fully wide field, especially in the realm of Indian Architecture 
and it was easy to trace classic influences in some of the orna-
ment. The study of Indian Architecture in relation to climatic 
influence would amply repay further pursuit. He had great 
pleasure in moving a vote of thanks to Professor Payne and felt 
that it would be carried with acclamation. 

Mr. P. B. Hudson (F.) , in seconding the motion, said that 
he would like to add his thanks to Professor Payne. He had 
attended, expecting to hear an interesting lecture and had been 
more than delighted. The Professor's slides of dear old England 
were extremely interesting. He had shewn some extraordinary 
views, and it was quite refreshing to the Architect to find that 
in Professor Payne, we had an Engineer in Victoria who had 
a soul for real beauty. They all knew what a capable critic the 
Professor was and how he appreciated good work when he saw 
it 

Mr. Alec. S. Eggleston (F.) supported the motion. He 
would have liked to have seen more of the newer Indian Archi-
tecture. The modern work of the builders and designers of 
India was equal to the best productions of the old Hindoo buil-
ders, but it was very disappointing to observe that as far as 
Government work is concerned the English were not giving the 
Indians the opportunity of designing and building for them-
selves. It had given him great pleasure to listen to the lecture 
and he mentioned some of his own experiences whilst in India. 
He also referred to the work on "Indian Architecture" by Havell 
and said that it would well repay careful reading. 

Mr. R. B. Hamilton (A.) said that he had listened with 
great appreciation to a most interesting address and had seen 
slides which must have inspired everyone with a full sense of 
the value of ornament in Architecture, particularly that descrip-
tion of ornamentation which was applied by the Indian crafts-
man. We had still to go back to the older countries to learn 
respecting these matters. In supporting the vote, he thanked the 
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Professor for his lucid descriptions of the work which had been 
illustrated by so excellent a set of slides. 

Mr. R. H. Alsop (F.) desired to add his thanks for the 
interesting contribution which Professor Payne had made to the 
knowledge and enjoyment of members. In countries such as 
Egypt, India and Spain it was noticeable that much surface 
treatment of both texture and colour was used externally, and 
he thought that this was deliberately done to tempér to the eyes 
the dazzling brilliancy of the buildings in the bright sunshine of 
these climates. All countries, such as Australia, which are noted 
for their brilliant sunshine demand plenty of external decoration 
and colour. 

The motion was then carried with acclamation after which 
the meeting closed. 

SPECIAL MEETING 

A Special Meeting was then held at 9.30 p.m. for the pur-
pose of confirming the Resolution regarding the alteration to 
the Articles of Association which had been passed at the pre-
vious Special Meeting which was held on October 3rd. 

Mr. W. M. Campbell (F.) moved "That this Special Meet-
ing of the Institute confirms the Special Resolution passed at 
the Special Meeting on October 3rd to alter the Articles of 
Association, to provide for the establishment of the Board of 
Architectural Education." 

Mr. P. B. Hudson (F.) seconded the motion, which, on being 
put to the meeting, was carried. The meeting then broke up. 

[Travel 



TRAVEL LECTURE ON ENGLAND 
AND INDIA. 

Abstract of a Lecture Delivered by Professor Henry Payne, 
M.Inst.C.E., M.I.Mech.E., before the Members of the Royal 

Victorian Institute of Architects on 31st October, 1927 

HE lecturer dealt with views of certain places which 
he visited in England, selecting those which he con- 
sidered would be of interest to Architects. 

He commenced with views of the Chislehurst 
Caves which had been cut into chalk by pre-historic man, no 
doubt for the purpose of obtaining the flint tools 'which he re-
quired, the chalk beds being interspersed with bands containing 
flints ; some of these were clearly indicated on the slides. He 
pointed out that in the chalk excavations, marks were present 
which indicated the use of the antler for excavation work, that 
having long ante-dated the utilising of copper or iron tools. The 
extent of these caves is such that the passages which can be 
reached from the one entrance at Chislehurst extend at least 
21 miles! In these excavations there is an old.  British well, 
shewing that the dwellers could remain in the caves for lengthy 
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periods during times of warfare. Views of two platforms which 
are supposed to be druidical, and which date back to prehis-
toric Britain, were also shewn. Naturally, when viewing these 
caves, every visitor carries a lamp as everything is pitch dark. 
He stated that his reason for introducing the views of the 
caverns was, that Mr. P. B. Hudson considered that they had a 
bearing on early Architecture. 

Following the cave views, Architectural details from Much 
Wenlock were exhibited and then he invited his hearers to 
accompany him to Chester, the old Roman fortress town with 
the typical half-timbered houses for which that city is famed. 
He then gave a few views of Durham Cathedral drawing atten-
tion to the early Norman Architecture connected therewith. 
Leaving Durham, he proceeded to shew the modern work of 
Liverpool Cathedral, and mentioned that in connection with 
Cathedral design, traditional usage lays down the rule that the 
main axis of a Church should point towards the rising sun on 
the feast day of its patron Saint, and since Liverpool Cathedral 
is dedicated to Christ, it is so built as to face the rising sun on 
Christmas Day. 

This Cathedral, when completed, will, in point of size, be 
inferior to St. Peter's, Rome, and the Cathedral of Seville only. 
The style is Gothic, of no particular country or period and the 
composition is Classic rather than Gothic in spirit. There is no 
exuberance of detail in the stonework which is always char-
acteristic of Medieval craftsmanship ; no recourse to niches, 
arcading or diaper work and the window tracery is simple but 
effective. Wood and metal work are elaborately decorated and 
great fertility of invention is displayed in its design and treat-
ment. The ruling idea of the Architects and Master Builders is, 
that each portion of the Cathedral should be completely finished 
rather than that any attempt should be made to obtain a shell 
which would require subsequent decoration. 

Next, taking members in imagination to Cambridge, he 
shewed and described views of Trinity College, King's College, 
with its famous Chapel, Clare College (both old and new), St. 

[John's 
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John's College and Queen's College. Dealing with London, he 
said that he could not refrain from shewing the Nation's well-
known War Memorial (The Cenotaph) and the Unknown Sol-
dier's Grave. 

The effect of salt-mining under a town was illustrated ay 
two views taken in Northwich shewing the subsidence which 
had occurred together with the steps which had been taken to 
jack up the houses and to rebuild the floors in connection 
therewith. 

[Reference to this was made in "The Builder" (London) for 
28th August, 1925.] 

He then conducted us to India, first shewing views of the 
native City of Udaipur which is built on the side of a large 
artificial lake (Picola Lake) , and is surrounded by. marble pal-
aces constructed along the lake shores and on islands. Whilst 
driving along one of the roads he noticed one Hindoo Temple, 
of which two views are shewn among our illustrations, one being 
the side view and the other shewing the front ; the work is in 
stone and of chaste Hindoo style. He took a view shewing wall 
paintings which indicated that a Hindoo Temple was inside the 
garden ; in this garden there is a beautiful lily pond in a marble 
rimmed basin having four white elephants thereon_ A view of 
Jeypore Palace and also of a gateway were shewn. (The above-
named native cities are described in the ` travel  work by Sir 
Frederick Treeves, entitled "The Other Side of the Lantern.") 

Afterwards he took us to Fateh-pur-sikri, which is the 
dream-city of the Great Mogul Emperor "Akbar," who was con-
temporary with Queen Elizabeth. The life in this deserted city 
of red sandstone, is well described in "The Prince of Dreamers" 
by F. A. Steel. These illustrations were followed by views of 
Agra, dealing with the tomb of Itmad-ud-dowlah which was 
erected by the Empress, wife of Jehangir the son of Akbar and 
whose life is described in "The Mistress of Men" by F. A. Steel. 
The three illustrations shew a full view, a detail of the screen 
work and another detail displaying the tracery under the arch 
of a doorway carved in marble; in fact, the whole tomb itself is 
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a gem in Architecture, being built of marble, and every detail 
both inside and outside is exquisitely worked. 

Now the tomb of Humanyun, father of Akbar, which is near 
Delhi and the entrance gateway to Akbar's Tomb at Sekandra 
were introduced, for the purpose of drawing attention to three 
sources which inspired the Emperor Shah Jehan in the building 
of the Taj Mahal which was erected in memory of his wife, 
Muntaz Mahal. To afford some idea of the proportions of the 
Taj Mahal (slides of which were shown) it may be mentioned 
that the height of the minarets, above the platform at each of 
its four corners, is 133 feet; the view shewn is a photograph 
taken from the gardens. 

A few views of the Agra Fort, with some of the beauties 
connected with it, also the Jessamine Tower which was built by 
Jehangir for the Empress Nur Mahal were projected on the 
screen and the series was completed by the exhibition of slides 
of The Hall of Audience and The Pearl Mosque. 

DELHI.—To illustrate Delhi, slides of the Fort including 
The Hall of Audience and its interior, the King's Bath which is 
a "dream in marble," the Princess's Boudoir and ladies' quarters 
with their exquisite marble screens and the Pearl Mosque with 
its pray mat positions were exhibited. After exhibiting two 
views of the new Delhi Raisina (Houses of Parliament) the cir-
cular exterior of which encloses the three Parliamentary Cham-
bers for the Princes and the Upper and Lower Houses respec-
tively (these being set at 120° to each other within the circular 
colonnade), he took us to Benares, the sacred Hindoo City of 
India, shewing several views, particularly of the river front, 
and so brought a highly interesting and informative address to 
a close. 

[Board 



BOARD OF ARCHITECTURAL 
EDUCATION. 

INCE its appointment by the Council in July last the 
Board has held eight meetings and it is undertaking 
with zest, the work with which it has been entrusted 
by the Council. In the issue of the Journal for Sep-
tember, proposed amendments to the Articles of As-

sociation, which will provide for the establishment and function-
ing of the Board, were published and these were submitted to 
an Extraordinary General Meeting which was held on the 3rd 
October. The resolutions were adopted and their adoption was 
subsequently confirmed at a Special Meeting of the members 
which was held on 31st October. 

Mr. W. S. P. Godfrey (F.) has been appointed Chairman 
and Mr. L. F. Irwin (A.) , Deputy-Chairman. 

R.V.I.A. EXAMINATIONS 

The Board recently appointed a committee of examiners to 
conduct the Institute Examinations for 1927 and these Examina-
tions were in progress at the time of going to press. The person-
nel of the committee is as follows :—Messrs. W. A. M. Blackett 
(F.) , W. A. Henderson (F.) , L. F. Irwin (A.) , F. K. Cheetham 
(A.), R. B. Hamilton (A.), P. S. Williams (A.), E. F. Billson 
(A.), H. V. Taylor (A.), and G. J. Sutherland (A.). Several 
candidates have submitted themselves for examination and these 
are confident of being ably to qualify for nomination for admit-
tance to the Institute. 

R.V.I.A. COMPETITIONS 

As the result of representations made by the Students' 
Society of the Institute, the Board recently recommended to the 
Council that the dates for conducting the R.V.I.A. Annual Com-
petitions for students be revised, and it has now been decided 
that the subjects for the Silver Medal, Bronze Medal and Sketch-
ing Competitions will be announced on November 30th in each 
year, the final date for submitting drawings being the 31st of 
March following. 
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ARTICLES OF APPRENTICESHIP 

The Board has given detailed consideration to the subject 
of Articles of Apprenticeship and at a recent meeting the follow-
ing resolutions were adopted :- 

1. "That the Board considers all students attending the 
University should be articled." 

2. "That the Board is of opinion all students taking the 
University full-time course should be articled for tour years, 
two years of which should be served subsequent to the comple-
tion of the University course. During the last two years of the 
University course, the student would be expected to employ at 
least six weeks of the long vacation in each year by working full 
time in an office of his own selection. The final two years of 
the Articles are to be spent in an Architect's office whole-time, 
in addition to which the student is to attend the evening classes 
at the University Atelier." 

3. "That a fee of £100 be paid by the student to the Archi-
tect to whom he is articlèd, such fee to cover the complete term 
of Articles." 

The Board is particularly desirous that Institute members 
should be afforded an opportunity of giving their opinions con-
cerning the decisions which are arrived at from time to time 
and in future issues of the Journal, provision will be made for 
the devotion of a special section to the activities of the Board. 
Members are invited to forward constructive criticisms regard-
ing the progressive proposals at any time to the Secretary as it 
is realised that the opportunity which will be afforded for the 
voicing of their ideas regarding the subject should not be lost, 
and conversely, the Board hopes that this invitation will be met 
with an enthusiastic response. 

R.I.B.A. EXAMINATIONS, 1927 
A copy of a pamphlet containing the questions which were 

set at the Intermediate, Final and Special Examinations of the 
R.I.B.A., which were held in May and July, 1927, has been re-
ceived by the Institute, and should any member desire to peruse 
these, he may do so on application to the Secretary (Mr. J. B. 
Islip) . 



VICTORIAN NATIONAL WAR 
MEMORIAL. 

HE opening of the R.V.I.A. Appeal to members for 
donations towards the building of "The Shrine of 
Remembrance" was announced in the last issue of 
the "Journal." It is the earnest hope of the Coun-
cil that members will give this most worthy project 

their practical support. Whilst the public appeal for funds has 
not yet been launched, the Council is anxious to assist the 
National War Memorial Committee with a substantial lead from 
the Architectural profession. 

It is considered that an announcement of strong financial 
assistance from Institute members would be of considerable 
moral value to the authorities when launching the public appeal. 
The attention of members is invited to the fact that this organi-
sation of the War Memorial Appeal provides that donations may 
be spread in equal instalments over a period of five years. Mem-
bers are thus enabled, if desired, to intimate now their intention 
of making a donation to the fund and arrangements will be made 
to collect the five instalments at intervals of twelve months. 
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It is requested that contributors kindly forward remittances 
to the Institute Secretary at their earliest convenience in order 
that a collective donation may be publicly announced at the 
official opening of the appeal campaign in the near future. The 
following members have announced their intention of subscrib-
ing the sums specified below :— 

Mr. J. S. Murdoch 	... £25 0 0 
Mr. P. A. Oakley 	... 25 0 0 
Mr. K. A. Henderson 25 0 0 
Mr. W. A. M. Blackett 25 0 0 
Mr. S. W. Smith 25 0 0 
Mr. C. A. Ogg 	... 25 0 0 
Mr. C. E. Serpell 25 0 0 
Messrs. W. & R. Butler and M. W. 

Martin 	 ... 25 0 0 
Mr. F. B. Tompkins ... 	... 25 0 0 
Mr. R. H. Alsop 	 ... 25 0 0 
Mr. P. B. Hudson 	... 	... 25 0 0 
Mr. J. H. Wardrop 	 ... 25 0 0 
Messrs J. A. Laird and T. J. Buchan 25 0 0 
,Mr. A. W. Purnell 	... 10 0 0 
Mr. L. J. Reed 	... 	 ••• 10 0 0 
Mr. E. W. Corder 	... 	•• 	••• 10 0 0 
Mr. H. J. McKennal 	 ••. 10 0 0 
Mr. M. R. Barlow 	... 	••• 10 0 0 
Mr. F. G. B. Hawkins 	••• 10 0 0 
Mr. L. M. Perrott 10 0 0 
Mr. H. Desbrowe Annear 10 0 0 
Mr. R. B. Hamilton ... 10 0 0 
Mr. N. Barnet 	... 10 0 0 
Mr. C. M. M. Dare 	... 10 0 0 
Mr. A. H. Walkley 10 0 0 
Messrs. L. F. Irwin and R. K. 

Stevenson 	... 	 ... 10 0 0 
Mr. C. R. Carleton 	... 	... 10 0 0 
Mr. J. W. Wright 	... 	... 5 0 0 
Mr. H. J. Kerr ... 	 ... 3 3 0 
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Mr. L. R. Williams ... 1 1 0 
Mr. W. M. Campbell ... 1 1 0 
Mr. J. H. Harvey 	... 1 1 0 
Mr. W. F. Williams 0 10 0 

£476 16 0 

LAYING OF THE FOUNDATION STONE OF THE 
SHRINE OF REMEMBRANCE 

In the presence of about 5000 persons in the Domain on 
Friday, 11th November, the Ceremony of the Laying of the 
Foundation Stone of the Victorian National War Memorial took 
place. 

His Excellency, Lord Somers, State Governor, who was 
introduced by the Lord Mayor of Melbourne, Sir Stephen More11, 
addressed those who were present in an impressive speech and 
then performed the Ceremony. The company was also addressed 
by Mr. Hogan, State Premier, and by Lieut.-General Sir John. 
Monash, K.C.B., who made a strong appeal for further contri-
butions towards the cost of the Memorial. 

(It may be mentioned that the plaster model of the Memor-
ial, which was exhibited at the International Architectural 
Exhibition in June last, is still on view in the Hall of The Allied 
Societies Trust, 53 Collins Place, Melbourne.) 

The trowel used by the Governor in the laying of the Stone 
was presented by the Architects (Messrs. Hudson & Wardrop) 
and the mallet was donated by the Contractors (Messrs. 
Vaughan & Lodge) . 
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COMPETITIONS 
Caulfield War Memorial 

The conditions governing the submission of designs in this 
competition are not yet available for issue, but it is anticipated 
that they will be procurable before the close of the year. The 
maximum cost of the memorial has been specified at £5000, and 
the municipal council will offer premiums of £50, £20 and £10 
for the best three designs. Intending competitors are advised to 
forward their names at once to the Secretary (Mr. J. B. Islip), 
in order that they may be informed as soon as copies of the con-
ditions are obtainable. 

Malvern War Memorial 

The Malvern City Council is inviting competitive designs 
for a War Memorial and has notified this in the press by 
advertisement. 

It is understood that the Memorial is to take the form of 
statuary. 

PAINTS, OILS AND WHITE LEAD 

The Institute Council desires to bring before the notice of 
members representations made recently by the Victorian Cham-
ber of Manufacturers urging the use of Australian manufac-
tured paints, oils and white leads in preference to imported 
materials. The Council strongly endorses the "Made in Aus-
tralia" policy and members are requested to observe this practice 
wherever possible. 

BUILDING REGULATIONS 
The Institute Council has requested the Building Regula-

tions Committee to prepare a report regarding several suggested 
amendments to the building by-laws of the City of Melbourne. 

Before commencing the preparation of a report, the Com-
mittee would be glad to receive any suggestions from members 
on this subject. It is not intended that suggestions should be 
restricted to questions affecting the City of Melbourne alone 
the Committee will be pleased to consider any points which mem-
bers may desire to submit regarding the municipalities embraced 
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in the metropolitan area. Provincial members also are invited 
to forward communications on this subject. 

It is requested that suggestions be forwarded in writing to 
the Secretary (Mr. J. B. ISLIP) as early as possible. 

(IF YOU ARE OF OPINION THAT ANY ANOMALIES 
EXIST IN THE MUNICIPAL BUILDING BY-LAWS, OR 
REGULATIONS, THIS WILL AFFORD AN OPPORTUNITY 
FOR THE EXPRESSION OF YOUR OPINIONS AND THE 
VENTILATION OF YOUR IDEAS.) 

FEDERAL HOUSING BILL 

Since the publication of the September number of this Jour-
nal, the Secretary (Mr. J. B. Islip) has reported to the Council, 
the introduction of "The Housing Bill" by the Commonwealth 
Ministry. This measure provides for advances to persons who 
may be desirous of building homes for themselves, the maximum 
amount to be lent to any one person being fixed at £1800. 

Prior to the introduction of the Bill, a letter had been for-
warded to the Federal Council asking that the proposals be inves-
tigated with the view of safeguarding the interests of Archi-
tects in private practice. The Secretary to the Federal Council 
has communicated with the Prime Minister's Department and 
stated that the Council is opposed to the scheme unless provision 
be made to the effect that all the drawings shall be prepared by 
Architects who are in private practice and not by the various 
State agencies. 

PROJECTED AMENDMENT OF THE STATE SAVINGS 
BANK ACT 

The Secretary reported to the Council of the R.V.I.A. that 
a Bill to amend the State Savings Bank Act had been introduced 
by the State Government. The principal feature of this measure 
is the provision for an increase in the maximum cost of dwel-
lings to be erected by the Bank from £850 to £1000, in the case 
of timber structures, and from £950 to £1300 if the dwellings 
are to be erected in brick, stone or concrete. 

The Council has the matter under consideration. 
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PROJECTED ARCHITECTURAL EXHIBITION 

The Council of the R.V.I.A. has decided to organise an 
Exhibition of Domestic. Architecture next Autumn and the Com-
mittee which so successfully conducted the International Exhibi-
tion, which was held in June last, has the matter in hand. 

COMMONWEALTH ENGINEERING STANDARDS' 
ASSOCIATION 

Mr. R. B. Hamilton (A.) has been appointed to represent 
the R.V.I.A. on a committee which is to consider a proposal for 
the adoption of "symbols" for the indication of various electrical 
devices, for use in connection with installation plans. 

EXAMINATION 

An Examination of candidates who desire to qualify for 
Associateship of the R.V.I.A. and for Registration by the Archi-
tects' Registration Board of Victoria was held during the month 
of November. 
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THE POSITION OF AN ORGAN 
IN A CHURCH. 

  

                  

           

(Published by request of the Council) 

(The following communication has been received from Mr. A. 
Frood, the Melbourne representative of "BRITISH ORGANS," 
and has been deemed of sufficient importance to publish for the 

information of members.) 

 

            

           

URING the past six centuries the question as to the 
most suitable position in which to place the organ 
in Churches has remained a problem, diversified by 
the several interests of those who, called upon to 
express an opinion, naturally incline towards the 

 

            

            

           

angle from which they view it. 

The late Rev. Sir F. A. Gore-Ouseley (Composer and organ-
ist) said the clergy regard the matter from an ecclesiological 
point of view, the singers view the question on its vocal side, the 
organist from a comparatively instrumental aspect, the Archi-
tect, who looks upon the appearance of the case and would fain 
conceal as much as possible, and lastly, the organ builder, who 
knows how much better his Instrument will sound with free 
space around it than when boxed up in a small chamber. 
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The subject is important to all concerned, it is probably 
more important to-day than it has ever been before as in this 
the day of motor cars, the wealthier members of the congrega-
tion are apt to enjoy a run to the hills to the neglect of their 
religious observances. Certain it is that Clergy, Architects and 
organ builders should co-operate to provide the means whereby 
the Church services may be spiritually  conducted in a building 
architecturally beautiful and acoustically correct. 

The purpose of this communication is to place before the 
members of the R.V.I.A. certain main facts regarding the posi-
tion in which the choir and organ should be placed to attain that 
better musical ensemble which (even to those who are not 
singers) draws them to Church the following Sunday "as they 
really did enjoy the music and joined in the singing." We all 
admit that some Churches make an appeal to us to "Sing Praises 
unto the Lord" whilst too many have an opposite effect because 
the organs are badly placed, and too often boxed up in what is 
really an organ "sepulchre." 

Undoubtedly the ideal position for the organ is over the 
screen, twelve of the English Cathedrals still retaining this fav-
oured position with most delightful results ; unfortunately the 
amount spent on Churches to-day does not admit of such a 
luxury. 

From the builder's aspect, the essential point necessary to 
attain clarity of tone and equality of volume are :— 

A. The provision of sufficient floor space to prevent over-
crowding of the many parts. 

B. Ample height above the pipes and space at each side to 
allow for free emission of sound. 

C. The avoidance of the North side where the sun's rays 
would cause excessive heat. 

D. A position that would avoid draughts and dampness. 

May I offer the following suggestions? 
"A". This provision should not be difficult to accomplish, 
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the space required should not be less than as shewn in the fol-
lowing table :- 
Churches to Seat Organ Requires 

height 	depth 
feet 	ft. 	in. 

Chamber Open 
width 	height 
feet 	feet 

at Two Sides 
depth 

ft. 	in. 
width 
feet 

200 11 6 0 8 18 7 6 10 
400 14 7 6 9 20 9 6 11 
600 16 9 6 10 24 11 6 12 
800 18 12 0 11 27 14 0 14 

The above figures are applicable only to Churches that install 
organs of the smallest type, the dimensions being based on 
organs of 7, 8, 12 and 16 speaking stops respectively. For larger 
instruments a consultation with an organ builder who has 
achieved a reputation is advisable. 

"B." The space allotted between the tops of the pipes and 
the ceiling of the organ chamber is far too often so cramped that 
the result can only be a distortion of the tone waves, entirely pre-
venting that harmonic blending which is so desirable. If it is 
absolutely necessary to house the organ in an organ chamber, 
the arches should be of the largest possible dimensions carried 
to the full height of the chamber so that the ceiling is level with 
the arches to avoid tone locks. The floor of the chamber should 
be level with the floor of the nave of the Church : Dr. Audsley, 
the well known organ Architect, strongly condemns the practice 
of sinking the floor of the organ chamber as being liable to damp-
ness and as the tone of the flue pipes is produced at the mouth, 
it is wrong from the tonal point of view. The South Transept 
is a better position from a tonal point of view than a cramped 
chamber, but so much depends on the size of the arches, aisles, 
depth of the transept and the position to be occupied by the 
organ that this position is not generally recommended. 

Both from an architectural and tonal point of view the 
finest place for the organ is the west end if the choir is in the 
chancel ; this position has long been recognised as ideal, but 
owing to the difficulty inherent to both tracker and tabular pneu-
matic actions which are both too slow it has been impossible to 
have the console near' the choir, the slowness of the organ's 
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action resulting in tone lag, and congregational singing that 
pleased no one. With the advent of electric action, which has 
been almost exclusively adopted by the American organ builders 
and exclusively adopted by the leading English builder, this dif-
ficulty has vanished. Electric action has come to stay, it is more 
durable, it is instantaneous even though the console is hundreds 
of feet away from the organ and it has eliminated the faults, 
such as ciphering, that have worried organists up to now ; as 
an instance of the applicability of electric action, the two organs 
in Westminster Cathedral, London, are played separately or 
together from one console though the organs are 300 feet apart. 

Perhaps the best feature of the west end position for the 
organ with the console near the choir in the Chancel is that the 
sound waves of organ, choir and congregation meet in the centre 
of the Church, thus effecting perfect synchronisation of sound 
which is the consummate excellence of the musical part of the 
service, an absolutely perfect blending which is so delightful. 
If the organ so placed is built on a gallery, the structure can,be 
used to form an entrance lobby at a very small cost. 

The German Lutheran Churches often place their organs 
behind the altar ; this position is recommended by Dr. Alcock, 
President of The Royal College of Organists, London, for Roman 
Catholic Churches ; there is generally ample space behind the 
altar for an organ suitable for the Church, and the effect is 
excellent. 

The organ offers to the Architect an opportunity to embel-
lish his work by designing a case for the organ which will form 
a magnificent setting under the window at the west end, and the 
organ builder who is "worth his salt" will gladly so arrange his 
"lay out" as to give the Architect any number of pipes to carry 
out his design. 

(Sgd.) A. FROOD. 

[The 



THE LIBRARY 

In the periodicals which have been received lately the fol-
lowing items of interest will be found. 

JOURNAL OF THE R.I.B.A.—The issue for May 21st con-
tains an illustrated paper on "Research Stations." The number 
for June 11th has an illustrated paper dealing with "Recent 
Developments in Hospital Planning Abroad," together with the 
discussion thereon and under date June 25th are illustrations 
from drawings by T. Raffles Davison. 

JOURNAL OF THE NEW ZEALAND INSTITUTE OF 
ARCHITECTS FOR JULY.—In this will be found a "Lecture 
on the "Hygiene of the House." 

ARCHITECTURE (Sydney) for November.—Illustrations 
from the Competition for the Villers Bretonneux War Memorial, 
also Detail Photographs of works in Spain, by B. J. Waterhouse, 
F.R.I.B.A. 

JOURNAL OF THE AMERICAN INSTITUTE OF 
ARCHITECTS.—The number for August contains an illustrated 
article on "The Present Condition of St. Sophia," an article 
entitled "A Glimpse at the Future of Collaboration in Architec-
ture" and illustrations of "The Windows in Chartres." In the 
number for September is an illustrated article on "The Evolution 
of Gloucester Cathedral" and illustrations of "The Last Eigh-
teenth Century Residence in the Champs Elysees, Paris." (This 
is expected to be demolished shortly.) 

BUILDER (London) .—In August 2nd, The British Arch 
eological Association and its session at Exeter are dealt with, 
Illustrations of "Western (Plymouth) Garden Village" and of 
"Friends' College," Chengtu University, West China, are given, 
and the winning design in the competition for "Scottish Legal 
Life Assurance Society's New Building" is illustrated. There 
are also Part VII. of "Parthenon Studies" by W. R. Lethaby, 
and an article dealing with "Shoring During - Building Opera 
tions" which deals to a great extent with the responsibilities of 
Architects and Builders. August 19th, contains a leader on 
"Seaside Architecture," drawings of "The Banqueting House, 
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Whitehall," and other drawings by Mr. E. Lyons, an illustrated 
article on "Birmingham Civic Centre" competition, illustrations 
of `Luxemburg" and an article on "Surface Subsidence in Min-
ing Districts." (This should be interesting in view of the re-
marks and illustrations of Professor Payne at the meeting held 
on October 31st.) August 26th, the holiday season being at 
hand, a leader treating on "An Architect's Holiday" may prove 
interesting. It contains some useful suggestions. There is also 
an article on "The Employment of Specialists," an illustrated 
article on "The Work of David Evans, Sculptor" ; "Design for a 
`Sovereign's Throne in Chapel of St. Michael and St. George.' in 
St. Paul's, London." 

September 9th, an illustrated article on "Architecture in 
Dalmatia," illustrations of "New Buildings for Egyptian Tele-
graphs," Cairo ; "New Flats for the Metropolitan Railway Co." 
(London), illustrations from fhe competition for `Birmingham 
Civic Centre." September 16th, Illustrations of the Scottish-
American War Memorial, Edinburgh" ; "Wandsworth County 
School, London" ; "The Gresham Hotel, Dublin" ; an article on 
"The Re-building of Dublin," Part II. of "Architecture in Dal-
matia," and a further article on "Parthenon Studies." 

ARCHITECTURAL REVIEW (London).—The issue for 
September has illustrated articles on "Dorchester House, Lon-
don"; "The Scottish National War Memorial," "Barclay's Bank" 
and "In Spain." (The last deals principally with Bridges and 
Aqueducts) . 	 • 

AMERICAN ARCHITECT.—January 20th has illustrated 
. articles on "Verticality in Design, as expressed in the Work of 
German Architects" on "Some Practical Aspects of Interior 
Architectural Design," and on "The Illumination of Drafting 
Rooms." 

PACIFIC COAST ARCHITECT.—July, in this is an illus-
trated article on "Recent Californian Theatres." 
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ALONG THE BYE-PATHS 

Architects' Registration Board Visits Gordon Institute of 
Technology, Geelong.—On the evening of the 14th October mem-
bers of the Architects' Registration Board of Victoria, accom-
panied by the Registrar (Mr. W. M. Campbell, F,R.V.I.A.), paid 
a visit to the Gordon Institute of Technology and inspected the 
Architectural Department. 

The Board was very favourably impressed by what the 
members observed as they walked through the class rooms. The 
high standard of work which has been attained by the students 
was freely commented -upon and Mr. Harold Herbert, the well 
known water-colourist, who was also a visitor on the same even-
ing, was so greatly interested that he has arranged to give a 
special course of instruction in etching to selected students of 
Architecture in the classes, free of cost to the students. 
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