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MINUTES 

INUTES of Ordinary Meeting held at the Institute 
Rooms on Tuesday, August 31st, 1926, at 8 o'clock 
p.m. 

Chair.—The President (Mr. P. A. Oakley) 
occupied the Chair. 

Apologies for non-attendance were received from Miss E. M. 
Good (A.) , Mr. G. R. King (F.) , and Mr. J. S. Gawler (F.) . 

In pursuance of arrangements which had been made by the 
Social and Library Committee, musical items were contributed 
by Messrs. H. W. Bladen (A.) and V. R. Clarke. 

Minutes.— On the motion of Mr. W. A. Drummond (F.),  
seconded by Mr. L. F. Irwin (A.) , the minutes of the previous 
meeting were taken as read, and on the motion of Mr. A. S. 
Hail (A.), seconded by Mr. R. B. Hamilton (A.), those minutes 
were confirmed. 

Nominations.—Messrs. W. H. Cleverdon (A.), J. Stroud 
Glaskin, and W. T. Meldrum (A.) , were nominated as Fellows, 
and Mrs. L. L. Phillips, Misses L. B. Lee and A. G. Marwick, and 
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Messrs. L. G. Cahn, F. L. Norris and O. A. Yuncken were nomin-
ated as Associates. 

Activities of the Council.— The President announced that 
a vacancy having occurred on The Health Commission, the Coun-
cil had interviewed the Government and were instrumental in 
securing the appointment of Alderman Frank Stapley (F.) as 
a Member of the Commission. 

Exhibition of Drawings for London.—A fairly large parcel 
of drawings had been forwarded to the Exhibition of "Dominion 
Architecture" to be held in London in October next. 

University Diploma Course.— A communication had been 
forwarded to the University Council asking that the "Diploma 
Course" should be altered to a "Degree Course," and it was 
hoped that the request would be acceded to. 

Exhibition of Drawings from the A.A.—An Exhibition of 
drawings, forwarded by the "Architectural" Association (Lon-
don), had been held in Melbourne recently. This contained many 
fine examples of work and was a great success, more than 400 
visitors having inspected the work. 

Vacancy on Council.--It was regretted that in consequence 
of pressure of business, Mr. Kingsley Henderson (F.) had 
recently resigned as a member of the Council. He hoped that 
in the near future Mr. Henderson would find it possible to again 
occupy a position on the Council. 

Lecture on Canberra.— Mr. J. H. Butters, Chairman of the 
Federal Capital Commission, had agreed to deliver a lecture on 
"Canberra" at the next General Meeting, and it was hoped that 
members and their friends would make every effort to attend. 

Allied Societies' Building.—It was hoped that within the 
next few months the Institute would be in occupation of its new 
quarters in the "Allied Societies' Building," which is nearing 
completion. 

Australasian Association for Advancement of Science.—
Since the last meeting, an invitation had been received from the 
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Council of this Association to appoint a representative at the 
Session to be held in Perth, W.A., and Mr. J. H. Harvey (F.) 
had attended the Congress and represented the Institute upon 
the General Council of that Association. 

Federal Council of the Institutes of Architects of Australia. 
—In company with Mr. W. A. M. Blackett (F.) he (the Presi-
dent) had represented the Institute at the Meeting of the Federal 
Council of the Institutes which had been held recently at Can-
berra. As this was the first meeting of the Council to be held 
at Canberra, it was an event of historical importance. One of 
the most important subjects discussed was the establishment of 
an "AUSTRALIAN INSTITUTE OF ARCHITECTS." When 
the Federal Council was initiated the intention was to eventually 
establish an Australian Institute, and the recent Conference 
having carried a resolution to the effect that "the time had 
arrived at which the necessary steps should be taken," draft 
Articles of Association had been prepared for submission to the 
State Institutes. The proposal was, that each State Institute 
should become a "Chapter" of the Australian Institute as there 
was no intention of attempting to divest the State Institutes of 
any of their existing powers. Members would regard member-
ship of an "Australian Institute" with much greater pride than 
membership of a "State Institute." Another important matter 
was the suggestion of the representative of the New South Wales 
Institute, to establish a "Small Homes Bureau," whereby people 
who desired to erect houses which would cost from £1000 to 
£1200, would be able to purchase a set of plans and specifica-
tions— and—if necessary—quantities. In connection with this 
proposition it was suggested that the municipal councils might 
be asked to alter their by-laws so that plans prepared by "Regis-
tered Architects" only, would be considered. It was also pro-
posed that the scheme should be controlled by a Board which 
should consist of representatives of the Government, the Archi-
tects' Registration Board and the Institute of Architects of the 
State concerned, each to act in an honorary capacity. Members 
of the Institutes would be invited to submit designs, and those 
designs which were accepted would be paid for at the rate of 

[6% 
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6 % , and would then become the property of the Bureau ; they 
could be duplicâted and sold at the rate of—say £3 3s. per set. 
In that manner it was hoped to raise the standard of that type 
of domestic Architecture which was suitable for people of more 
moderate means. 

QUESTIONS. 

The following Questions were submitted by various 
members :— 

(1) A question was submitted asking the latest information 
regarding ANZAC SQUARE. 

Mr. E. Evan Smith (F.) replied. 

(2) Would it be possible to formulate some definite scheme 
whereby the inspection of plans and specifications could 
be centralised, so that all questions could be dealt with 
by one body, which would avoid the necessity of Archi-
tects being compelled to go round a circle of constituted 
authorities, such as existing conditions rendered neces-
sary? 

Mr. W. S. P. Godfrey (F.) thought that such an institution 
would be a glorious thing, but the idea was almost "Utopian" ; 
too much so, he considered, to hope for at present. He quoted 
two cases which had arisen in his own practice, in which the 
contradictory requirements of various authorities had placed 
very great difficulties in the way of the Architect. 

Mr. K. A. Henderson (F.) said that it was only by members 
giving concrete instances of what took place in daily practice 
that a remedy could be formulated. His firm was continually 
experiencing vexatious difficulties in connection with the execu-
tion of hospital work owing to the necessity of having to obtain 
the approval of the Charities Board, the Board of Health, the 
City Council, etc. The interminable clash of authority repre-
sented by the requirements of different Departments rendered 
the situation positively ridiculous. If members would furnish 
particulars regarding such difficulties as had occurred in their 
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practice it might lead to the formation of some basis upon which 
action could be taken. It might be possible as an initial step to 
arrange for the discussion of the question by representatives of 
each of the bodies concerned in a purely informal manner in 
order to ascertain whether some scheme could not be evolved 
which would result in overcoming the difficulty. 

(3) Mr. F. G. B. Hawkins (A.) asked whether it would 
not be possible to obtain uniformity in Municipal Regu-
lations. Ìt might be a good thing if the Institute were 
to send a circular letter to the Municipal Councils sug-
gesting uniformity in the case of Building Regulations. 

Mr. K. A. Henderson said that such an attempt had been 
made some years ago, but only four councils replied. 

Mr. W. A. Drummond (F.) suggested that the Institute 
might interest the Municipal Association in the matter. He 
related an instance in connection with the building of Boys' and 
Girls' Homes for the Church of England, in which the plans 
were submitted to the Town Hall and in turn, to the Board 
of Health and the Charities Board, when, after a lapse of four 
months, his firm had been informed that the project, not being 
a "public institution," they were at, liberty to proceed without 
the sanction of the authorities! 

The President thought that the great value of the discus-
sion would be lost unless some suggestion could be obtained 
whereby the question could be dealt with in a practical manner. 
It would be a splendid thing if some central body could be created 
which would deal with all the plans and he did not regard that 
as impossible. 

It seemed absurd, that so Many bodies, many of the require-
ments of which were in direct opposition to each other, should 
have to oversee and consider the problems enumerated. 

Mr. L. F. Irwin (A.) thought that they might get in touch 
with the Society of Municipal Engineers direct; otherwise action 
might be taken through the medium of the Municipal Association. 

[The 
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The President said that the Municipal Association consisted 
largely of representatives of country shires and boroughs. There 
was a Metropolitan Council which dealt with matters pertaining 
to the metropolis, but the powers of the Metropolitan Council 
were very small indeed. 

Mr. E. Evan Smith (F.) remarked that the Town Planning 
Commission had "uniformity of building regulations" as one 
of its planks. 

Mr. K. A. Henderson said that the field of discussion had 
become enlarged; the question referred to the City of Melbourne. 
He thought that the only manner in which a commencement 
could be made towards obtaining one central point at which the 
Architects' proposition could be dealt with was to approach the 
matter in an unofficial way at first. 	It might be possible to 
arrange an informal meeting between one of the engineers of 
the Board of Health, one of those from the Board of Works, 
an officer of the Factories Department and some of the members 
of the Institute, and to have a general discussion upon the 
matter, when, if a concrete proposition were evolved, it might 
subsequently receive a sympathetic hearing from them. 

(If all municipalities could be induced to adopt the really 
excellent set of "Model By-Laws," which were formulated by 
a Board which was appointed by the Government of Victoria 
some years ago, and copies of which are to be seen at the 
Public Works Dept. of Victoria, or if legislation to provide that 
they should do so as far as local conditions would permit were 
enacted, many—indeed most—of the difficulties which face mem-
bers of the profession would vanish. These By-Laws, it may 
be mentioned, are not by any means defunct.—Ed.) 

(4) Mr. R. B. Hamilton (A.) thought that it would be a 
great asset if the Institute had a legal adviser to whom 
the individual members could apply when the legal dif-
ficulties which continually occurred in daily practice 
made their appearance. 

Mr. L. M. Perrott (A.) referred to a case at Mornington, 
in which the municipal building regulations specified "tiled 
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roofs" whereas his client desired to use an iron roof. He could 
obtain no satisfaction from the Council so he approached the 
Council's solicitor, who said that it would be just as absurd to 
specify that houses in a certain street should have `lead lights.' If 
the Institute had its own legal adviser he would realise at once 
the absurdity of regulations of that character, and would prob-
ably advise them to go ahead and do as they pleased. 

Mr. K. A. Henderson thought that if it was proposed that 
members should have free legal advice, the subscription would 
need to be quadrupled. The legal advisers of the Institute were 
excellent authorities concerning all matters regarding contracts. 
Other legal firms also specialised in the law relating to contracts. 

Mr. W. A. Drummond said that the Automobile Club had 
its own legal adviser and the scheme seemed to work admirably. 
The firms whose names had been mentioned were in a big way 
of business, and many members would feel diffident about con-
sulting them regarding small matters. 

Mr. F. G. B. Hawkins (A.) thought that it would be a 
good thing for the. Institute to retain a legal adviser who would 
place "fencing notices" and all cognate matters on a proper 
footing for the benefit of members. 

Mr. W. S. P. Godfrey asked whether the point raised by 
Mr. Hawkins did not introduce the question of the new decision 
given by the Registrar of Titles regarding "Fencing." 	He 
believed that the general practice respecting fencing had been 
to place the centre of the post on the boundary line, but when 
he made enquiries at the Titles Office with reference to the 
decision ; he was informed that the ruling had not altered the 
conditions which had obtained since Melbourne was founded, 
viz., that in the case of a picket fence the outside of the picket 
was the boundary line ; the post was merely a buttress. 

The President said that this practice had been in a case 
in which adjoining owners paid for a fence, to place the centre 
of the post on the centre of the peg; he had done that upon 
the advice of a well known surveyor who said that it was the 
correct thing to do. 

[Mr. 
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Mr. L. F. Irwin (A.) said that a course which had become 
the general practice was usually recognised in law. What was 
the law regarding a retaining wall? 

Mr. W. S. P. Godfrey said that the outer surface away 
from the buttress was the boundary of the line. In the case 
of a wire fence, in which the wires were drawn through 
the centre of the post, the centre of the post became the 
boundary. 

Mr. E. Evan Smith thought that it would be well if mem-
bers who had obtained legal advice regarding contracts were 
to pass it on to the Institute and the Secretary could register 
it for the use of other members. 

Mr. K. A. Henderson thought that it would be better if the 
Journal were used for that purpose. If the information did 
not reach members in consequence of their neglect to read the 
Journal it was their own fault. 

Mr. A. S. Hall (A.) supported the suggestion. He thought 
that the real question was, whether it would not be advisable 
to retain a solicitor who would recognise that his opinion would 
be given, not only to the member immediately concerned, but 
also for publication in the. Journal. To obtain an opinion from 
a solicitor and then pass it on to one's friends would appear like 
obtaining plans and selling them, but if the solicitor knew before-
hand that his opinion was intended for publication in the Journal 
it would be a different matter. 

Mr. F. G. 1:I. Hawkins thought that a small practical com-
mittee might consider the problems as they arose, and publish 
its findings in the Journal. 

Mr. L. F. Irwin thought that a small committee should be 
appointed to consider the possibilities of the matter and to ascer-
tain what the cost would be. At present, members were talking 
in the dark. 

The President suggested that any member who found it 
necessary to consult a solicitor should forward the opinion 
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obtained in order that it might be registered and published in 
the Journal. 

(5) Would it not be advisable to change the night of the 
meeting of the Institute from Tuesday to Wednesday? 
That would enable the Atelier students to attend also. 

Mr. L. F. Irwin said that the Council had considered the 
question on that afternoon, when the suggestion to change the 
night of meeting to Monday was made. That day seemed to 
suit members better than Tuesday; it would allow of the 
students attending, and he believed that they would attend in 
force. It might be wondered at first, why the Institute night 
should be changed instead of the University ; the fact was, that 
the work of various technical classes at the University rendered 
a course such as changing the University night impossible. 

The President then intimated that the meetings of the 
Institute would, in future, be held on Monday instead of Tuesday. 

(6) Has any Architect the power to compel a builder to 
produce a properly priced bill of quantities? 

Mr. K. A. Henderson said that a clause in the specification 
would ensure that the builder would lodge a properly priced 
bill which must agree with his tender. 

Mr. E. Evan Smith said that it was the practice in the 
Public Works Dept. of Victoria for a contractor to submit a 
properly priced bill of quantities prior to the signing of the 
contract. 

(7) Would not a "Federal Institute" be a much more 
powerful force in the community than a separate Insti-
tute in each State as at present? 

Mr. K. A. Henderson said that the Federal Council had felt 
for years that a "Royal Australian Institute of Architects" 
would be a much more powerful body than six State Institutes. 
The object of the Federal Council had been to obtain uniformity 
of practice in as many matters as possible, the first step having 
been the introduction of a uniform set of conditions for corn- 

[petitions 
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petitions. There was a Federal Code for Competitions' with 
which all State conditions were supposed to agree. Next, a Code 
of Ethics was drawn up, to be followed by uniform Articles of 
Association for the whole of the State Institutes. A uniform 
scale of professional charges had been introduced into all the 
States. At a recent date, five of the States had abolished the 
charge to contractors and had adopted the uniform charge of 
six per cent. All that had been slow work, but it had paved 
the way for "The Royal Australian Institute of Architects." One 
of the greatest advantages resulting from the existence of a 
Federal Institute would be that "Chapters" could be established 
in the large provincial centres. At present there was a small 
band of Architects in Geelong, the members of which could not 
attend the meetings of the R.V.I.A., but when the Federal Insti-
tute came to be formed, this body could be constituted a Chapter 
of that Institute and would thereby acquire a definite status. 
When the Federal Institute came into being there would be dif-
ficulties to be overcome, but the principal of these would be the 
defining of the functions of the Australian Institute and those 
of theChapters. 

Mr. W. A. M. Blackett (F.) said that the details of the 
constitution of the Royal Australian Institute of Architects 
would be placed before members shortly for approval or other-
wise. It would then be found that the delegation of certain 
powers and the reservation of some powers to the Central Coun-
cil, had been dealt with upon broad lines. The State Institutes 
would function just as at present. 	Provision was made for 
Chapters and Sub-Chapters, also for Chapters for Territories 
and for future States. All would like to have the Duke of 
York as the first Patron. 

Mr. Rodney H. Alsop (F.) asked if the Federal Council had 
considered whether the Australian Institute should become a 
Chapter of the R.I.B.A. 

Mr. Blackett replied that the matter had been considered, 
but quite unofficially. 
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The President said that the proposal was to establish a 
Royal Australian Institute of Architects. The Federal Council 
did not discuss the question of alliance officially. The State 
Institutes were allied with the R.I.B.A. and there was no reason 
why the Royal Australian Institute should not be. 

Mr. R. H. Alsop moved that the Council consider the ques-
tion. Mr. L. F. Irwin seconded the motion pro forma. 

Mr. K. A. Henderson asked whether any other Dominion 
Institutes were Chapters of the R.I.B.A. 

Mr. Alsop stated that he did not know of any. 

Mr. K. A. Henderson said that they would be in alliance, 
but it would not be well to force on the matter of a Chapter. 
The Australian .Institute would be in alliance in just the same 
way as the State Institutes are at present. 

Mr. W. A. Drummond said that it would be as well to 
discover whether any Dominion Institutes were Chapters. 

The motion was then withdrawn. 

(8) If an Architect employs a foreman, engages men who 
are employed direct by the client, orders the material 
and passes for payment the accounts to be forwarded 
to the client to discharge, what should be his fee? 

The President said that under the Scale of Charges the 
fee should be 6% unless some arrangement was made to the 
contrary. If the work should be in the country, the member 
was entitled to charge in addition, travelling expenses and for 
time occupied in travelling. 

(9) Will the Council appoint a Boara or Committee to 
adjudicate upon the correctness of fees charged by 
members, and advise upon same? 

Mr. W. A. Drummond said that the Institute had a number 
of committees which did not meet. They should endeavour to 
see that their committees did function. 

[(10) 
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(10) If an Architect prepares drawings for a building with-
out specifications, what should be the fee? 

Mr. Godfrey said that was a matter which should be left 
to the individual; being a purely personal matter, it was quite 
impossible to prescribe a relative value in such a case. 

Mr. A. S. Hall desired to hear the opinion of members upon 
sketch plans. 

Mr. K. A. Henderson said that the Federal Council had 
given the question much thought. According to the Scale of 
Charges, the fee was up to 11% without limit as to cost. That 
was for the complete working out of the problem concerned, 
up to the point at which it would be submitted for approval. 
The plans and documents remained the absolute property of the 
Architect. 

Mr. W. A. Drummond asked whether, if working drawings 
were prepared and so many alterations were made as to render 
new plans necessary, the Architect was entitled to make an 
extra charge. 

The President replied to the effect that the scale of charges 
provided that if material alterations were made by the client, 
an additional charge should be made. 

Mr. F. G. B. Hawkins suggested that a sub-committee be 
appointed to which such matters could be referred for a ruling. 
In his practice, advantage had already been taken of the assist-
ance provided by the Institute in the case of a dispute, and the 
ruling carried much weight. 

Mr. K. A. Henderson said that dealing with matters of that 
nature was one of the reasons for which the Council was con-
stituted. The Council was always available to members ; in 
many cases the matter was left in the hands of the President 
or a Vice-President, or perhaps a member of Council who was 
specially competent to deal with the case which was under 
consideration. 
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(11) Is a "Heating System" being installed in the Allied 
Societies' Trust Building? 

Mr. W. S. P. Godfrey said that no heating system was 
included at the present time. 

Mr. K. A. Henderson thought that a heating system was 
an essential provision. 

The President and Mr. W. S. P. Godfrey referred to the 
success of the meeting as evidence of the activity of the Social 
and. Library Committee, and congratulated the members of that 
committee upon their efforts. 

At 10 o'clock p.m. the meeting closed. 

[Minutes. 



MINUTES. 

HE Ordinary Meeting for September was held at the 
Queen's Hall, Collins Street, on Wednesday, 29th 
September, and there was a very large attendance 
of members and visitors. 

Chair.—The President (Mr. P. A. Oakley) occupied the 
Chair. 

Ballot: A ballot was conducted for the election of mem-
bers. Messrs. W. H. Cleverdon (A.) , W. T. Meldrum (A.) , and 
J. S. Glasking were elected Fellows, and Mrs. L. L. Phillips, 
Misses L. B. Lee and A. G. Marwick, also Messrs. L. G. Cahn, 
F. L. Norris and O. A. Yuncken were elected Associates. 

The ,President made the following announcements :- 

Syllabus.— The Social and Library Committee had decided 
to arrange a syllabus which would ensure a series of lectures 
and papers for the session in order that members might know 
what was contemplated and therefore be in a better position 
to prepare for the business of each meeting, which would, it 
was thought, render the meetings of greater value. 

loo 
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Street Architecture Medal.—The Council had been con-
sidering the desirability of awarding a medal annually for the 
best example of Street Architecture as is done by the R.I.B.A. 

Library.— It is anticipated that when the new building of 
the Allied Societies comes to be occupied, the library will be 
rendered of greater use to members, and to achieve that result, 
there may be a librarian appointed to supervise the whole of 
the libraries of the allied societies which will all be accom-
modated in the same apartment. 

Architectural Exhibition.— The Institute contemplates the 
holding of an Architectural Exhibition during the month of 
April or May of next year, and exhibits from other parts of the 
world are being asked for to form portion of this. 

Resumption of Land.— The Council had been asked by the 
State Government to give advice regarding the resumption of 
land in the vicinity of State Parliament Houses, and Messrs. 
Oakley, Blackett and Hamilton were appointed a committee to 
give attention to the matter. 

Prime Costing.— Several conferences had been held with 
the Master Builders' Association regarding the system of "Prime 
Costing," but no definite arrangement had yet been arrived at, 
and the subject is still under consideration. 

Lecture on the Progress of Canberra.— The President then 
introduced Mr. J. H. Butters, Chairman of The Federal Capital 
Commission, who, with the aid of a comprehensive series of 
lantern slides, gave an interesting description of "The Progress 
of Canberra." 

Mr. Butters explained at the outset that he did not pro-
pose to deliver a lecture on Canberra, but would allow the 
lantern illustrations, to which he intended to invite the attention 
of those present, to enlighten his hearers. All that he could 
hope to do would be to describe the subjects as they appeared 
on the screen ; to shew what had been done, and to point out 
in relation to that, what was contemplated. Plans of the "lay- 

[out" 
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out" of the city were shewn, as were also general views taken 
from various points of vantage; copies of plans, elevations and 
perspectives of several of the official buildings were exhibited 
and "progress photographs" of the same buildings, of the dif-
ferent types of residences ; the shops, the avenues and roads and 
of other details relating to the city were screened. 

One outstanding view which gave some idea of the beauty 
of the scenery which exists in the locality was a photograph 
shewing the Cotter River and the Weir; this had been taken 
from an elevated standpoint and exhibited clearly the attractive 
nature of the landscape. 

Another informative and interesting example was a view 
of the reservoir which had been photographed from the air. 
These two scenes shewed as no others did, the highly picturesque 
appearance of that portion of the Monaro district. 

At the close of the lecture, Sir W. Brunton (Lord Mayor of 
Melbourne) , in a very appreciative speech, proposed a vote of 
thanks to Mr. Butters for his lucid description of the activities 
relating to the Capital and the progress which had been made 
in the work of preparing it for its destination. This was seconded 
by Sir J. Talbot Hobbs, K.C.B., F.R.I.B.A., Hon. F.R.V.I.A., and 
carried with acclamation. The members and guests having par-
taken of light refreshments, the meeting broke up. 

EXAMINATION. 

An examination for those who desire to qualify as Regis-
tered Architects or as Associates of the Royal Victorian Institute 
of Architects will be held on November 15th, 1926. Probationary 
Work must be lodged with the Hon. Secretary R.V.I.A. (Mr. 
W. M. Campbell), 527 Collins Street, Melbourne, on or before 
the first day of November next. 



AUSTRALASIAN ASSOCIATION 
FOR THE ADVANCEMENT 
OF SCIENCE. 

EIGHTEENTH SESSION, HELD IN PERTH, W.A., ON SEPTEMBER, 
1926.  

REPORT ON THE PROCEEDINGS OF SECTION "H" (ENGINEERING 
AND ARCHITECTURE). 

The Hon. Sec., Royal Victorian Institute of Architects, 
Melbourne. 

Sir,—I have to report that I attended the Eighteenth Session 
of the Australasian Association for the Advancement of Science 
which was inaugurated in Perth, V.A., on Aug. 23rd last, and as 
Delegate for the R.V.I.A., was present at the meetings of the 
General Council and the Engineering and Architectural Section 
(Section "H") . 

(It may be mentioned that I virtually, in an unofficial 
manner, represented the Architects of other States, for, as far 
as I was able to ascertain, I was the only Architect from the 
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Eastern States who attended the Congress.) The lack of interest 
in the proceedings which was displayed by Eastern Architects 
vas very strongly commented upon, and great disappointment 
was evident in consequence of the comparatively small measure 
of support that was accorded to the Section by the Eastern 
members of the Profession. 

Sir John Sulman, F.R.I.B.A., had been appointed President 
of the Section, but he was prevented by serious illness from 
attending. However, that had been known for some time prior 
to the meeting and Major-General Sir Charles Rosenthal, 
K.C.B., was afterwards appointed President in place of Sir John, 
but at the last moment word was received from him to the 
effect that he could not possibly attend. His Presidential Ad-
dress was read by Mr. Cohen. The only Architectural papers 
brought before the Section were those by Professor Leslie Wil-
kinson, 

 
 F.R.I.B.A., and myself. Prof. Wilkinson's paper dis-

cussed "University Architecture" and in the absence of the 
author was read by Mr. O. Beattie. The item which I contri-
buted dealt with "The Early Architecture of Geelong," and was 
illustrated with 40 lantern slides. 

The City of Geelong, being known to most residents of 
W.A. in name only, I thought that a few particulars relating to 
it would prove of educational value inasmuch as the members 
of the Section would be advised regarding the sort of city that 
it is, and the illustrations of its monumental architecture would 
serve to fix in the minds of those who viewed them, more or 
less, of the character of the city. 

There was a very good attendance at the reading of these 
two papers, that by Prof. Wilkinson appearing specially interest-
ing in view of the fact that the necessary permanent buildings 
for the Perth University have yet to be erected, and as there 
is every reason to expect that the University will eventually 
become one of the wealthiest institutions of the kind in the Com-
monwealth, there were good reasons for the interest shown in 
the reading and discussion of the paper. 

The excursions which were organized for the members of. 
the Section were mostly so arranged as to include members of 
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other Sections which are more or less associated with Engineer-
ing and Architecture, such as Sanitary Science, Chemistry, 
Geography and Geology. One of these was to the great Mundar-
ing Weir, the source of the "Gold Fields Water Supply." An-
other excursion was to the sources of the Metropolitan Water 
Supply at Churchman's Brook, where the work of excavating 
and preparing for the foundations of a very large weir of 
concrete were in progress. Excursions to the "Applecross" Wire-
less Station and to the Zig-Zag Railway in the Darling Range 
were made in addition. This is a zig-zag, just as the old Lith-
gow Valley Zig=zag in the Blue Mountains is, but it is of a 
much less wild and grand character; nothing like so dramatic 
in appearance. It possesses, however, one lap more than the 
Lithgow Valley Zig-Zag. 

When studying the Mundaring Water Supply Scheme, the 
30 inch diameter pipes of which are laid alongside the railway 
line for scores of miles, it became obvious that as long as Kal-
goorlie lasts, and the water is conveyed to it, the enterprise and 
foresight of the late Lord Forrest who projected the scheme, 
and the genius of the engineer who designed and carried it 
out (the late Mr. C. Y. O'Connor), need no other monument. 
This work alone is sufficient to stamp them both as "great men." 
The tragic death of this latter servant of the public brought 
about by hostile press and political criticism, only serves to 
intensify the feeling of admiration for one, who, like many others 
whose lives have been given for the public benefit, received 
what may be ironically termed "a worldly recompense." 

In conclusion, I may say that the journey from Port 
Augusta to Perth, which it was at first thought would be some-
what monotonous, proved anything but that. The fact that such 
a large proportion of those who  travelled by the special train 
were well acquainted with one another, and were interested in 
kindred branches of science, afforded us ample food for conver-
sation, and the botanical members were able to impart particular 
interest to the journey by their remarks on the vegetation which 
was unfolded to our view as the train progressed, and which 
was prolific in what some class as a "desert." The "Nullabor 
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Plain," for example, which extends for more than 400 miles, 
which is absolutely devoid of trees (hence its name), and on 
which there is one section of the line as straight as an arrow 
for a distance of 300 miles, I have heard spoken of by some as 
a "desert." The ground surface is limestone, and with the excep-
tion of the very expressivelÿ named "spinnifex," there is no 
grass to be seen, but the whole area is densely covered by salt-
bush, bluebush and thousands of acres of gay wild flowers. 
Surely, ground which will support vegetation of such a type 
merits some title different from "desert." 

The City of Perth, to which most of those of us who were 
in the "special train" were strangers, proved an absolute sur-
prise. We never anticipated seeing such a city. It is, of course, 
small and one soon exhausts it, but what there is, is a fine city, 
and at a later date, I may be afforded the opportunity of con-
veying to those members who are unacquainted with it, some 
particulars and illustrations regarding its character and 
appearance. 

Generally, those who attended the meeting had a remark-
ably good time, their knowledge was extended, they found the 
hospitality of the residents of Perth to be practically unbounded 
and, speaking for myself, I would not have missed it for any-
thing. 



MEETING OF THE FEDERAL COUNCIL 
OF THE INSTITUTE OF ARCHI-
TECTS OF AUSTRALIA. 

HE President (Sir Charles Rosenthal) welcomed the 
delegates from the other States and emphasised the 
fact that the Council was the first of the Profes-
sional bodies of the Commonwealth to make Can-
berra its place of meeting ; he also hoped that before 

the business of the Council closed, the foundation of the "Aus- 
tralian Institute of Architects" would be laid. 

The cordial relations existing between the Federal Council, 
the Commonwealth Government, the Federal Capital Commis-
sion and the State Institutes had, he said, been strengthened. 

The subject of Registration was considered at length, and 
it was resolved that the Institutes of Tasmania, South Australia 
and Queensland should be communicated with and that they 
should be asked to endeavour to secure the advantages of Regis-
tration as soon as practicable ; he thought that when that end 
came to be achieved, reciprocity between the different Registra-
tion Boards would be brought about. 

Mr. Claridge (S.A.) submitted for consideration the con-
ditions which, at the request of the Council, had been prepared 
by Mr. Laybourne Smith, of Adelaide, for a competition among 
students below the age of 25 years for measured drawings, and it 
was agreed that Sir Bertram Mackennal, R.A., should be asked to 
design the medal to be awarded for the competition which will 
be held in connection with the 1927 meeting. The designs will 
be adjudicated upon by the members of the Council. 

In answer to a request which had been made last year, that 
the Architectural Profession should be represented upon the. 
Federal Capital Commission, it was announced that in the event 
of any extension of the Commission, or of any vacancy occurring, 
the appointment of an Architect would be given consideration. 

The Federal Capital Commission would be asked to allot a 
suitable site in the Civic Centre upon which a building for the 
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accommodation of the Architectural and kindred professions 
could be erected, and the same body would be requested to allot 
a definite section for the erection of office accommodation to 
house such members of the various professions as might desire 
to practice in Canberra. 

It was agreed that provision should be made in specifica-
tions to the effect that Australian materials should receive pre-
ference and that next, the products of British and allied countries 
be preferred. 

The Hon. Sec. (Mr. J. A. Kerr) introduced the proposition 
of the New South Wales Institute of ,Architects that a "Small 
House Planning Service Bureau" be established, and he explained 
the details. (This subject is outlined in the announcements 
which were made from the Chair at the General Meeting of the 
R.V.I.A., and which will be found in another part of the 
Journal.) 

The Council pointed out the urgent necessity that exists 
for providing for the future demands of the Commonwealth 
for soft timber, and welcomed the initiation of a Commonwealth 
Forestry Department ; it also urged co-operation between Com-
monwealth and States in the planting of soft woods. 

A resolution was unanimously adopted to the effect that the 
time had arrived at which a "Royal Institute of Australian 
Architects" should be created, and draft articles of association 
were prepared for submission to the State Institutes. 

By the courtesy of Colonel Heritage (Commandant) , visits 
were paid to Parliament House, The Secretariat Building, The 
Hostels, Telopia School, Blandfordia Residences, The Cotter 
Reservoir, The Pumping Station, The Nursery, The Stromlo 
Observatory, Yarralumba House and the Residence in course of 
erection for The Prime Minister. 
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COMPETITION FOR MEASURED AND RENDERED 
DRAWINGS OF AN AUSTRALIAN MONUMENTAL 

BUILDING OF HISTORIC INTEREST. 

Invitation.—The Federal Council of Australian Institutes 
of Architects offers a Bronze Medal for Competition amongst 
all bona fide students of Architecture of not more than 25 years 
of age at the date of closing of the Competition. 

Adjudication.--The Competition will be assessed by three 
assessors appointed by the Federal Council of the Australian 
Institute of Architects. The decision of the Assessors in all 
matters connected with the Competition will be final and binding 
on all competitors. 

Subject of Competition.—The Medal is offered for the best 
set of Measured Drawings of some building of architectural 
and,/or historic interest. 	The subject to be approved by the 
Federal Council of the Australian Institutes of Architects. 

The drawings are to be accompanied by actual field notes 
and dimensioned sketches. The competitor is to submit also type-
written notes descriptive of the building and indicating its his- 
tory, use, dates of construction, materials and reference to its 
Architect. 

CONDITIONS 

Responsibility of Federal Council.—The Federal Council col-
lectively and individually does not accept the responsibility as 
to the safe transit, custody or return of the drawings and notes 
forwarded or delivered by competitors, but it undertakes that 
all reasonable care will be exercised to prevent damage during 
the period they are in its custody, and that all drawings not 
placed will be returned to the authors without delay. The Coun-
cil reserves the right to publish any or all the drawings and 
notes. 

Manner of Submission.—Each Competitor may submit only 
one set of drawings. Each set is to be submitted without reveal-
ing the name of the competitor. The drawings and sketches 
shall not bear any motto, name or distinguishing mark or decor-
ative border, and shall be accompanied by a sealed opaque 
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envelope containing the name and address of the author, and 
a declaration that the work is his own personal work. Such 
sealed envelope, which must be securely attached will be num-
bered on receipt, and not opened by the Assessors until the 
adjudication is complete and the award made. 

The drawings must be made on paper 27ins. x 20ins. (half 
double elephant) or mounted to that size and delivered flat in 
a portfolio 30ins. x 32ins. The successful competitor must be 
prepared to satisfy the Assessors that he is the bona fide author 
of the drawings, sketches and notes submitted, and must sub-
mit proofs that he is a Student. 

Competitive drawings shall be excluded from the Competi- 
tion. 

(a) If sent in after the period named herein. (Accidents 
in transit excepted.) 

(b) If it does not substantially fulfil the conditions stated 
herein. 

(c) If the competitor shall disclose his identity or attempt 
to influence in any way the decision of the Assessors. 

Closing Date and Delivery.—The Competition will close at 
4 p.m. on 30th April, 1927, and competitive work must be 
received on or before the above date by the Honorary Secretary, 
5 Elizabeth Street, Sydney. 

Questions.—Any questions arising out of the conditions may 
be addressed in writing to the Hon. Sec. of the Federal Council, 
on or before 30th November, 1926. Such replies as the Assessors 
may think necessary will be forwarded to all competitors, and 
form part of these Conditions. 

Issued by order of the Federal Council of Australian Insti-
tutes of Architects. 

J. AUBREY KERB, Hon. Secretary, F.C.A.I.A., 
5 Elizabeth Street, Sydney. 



LIBRARY NOTES. 

Under the dates given, the following items appear :-- 

JOURNAL OF THE R.I.B.A.—Under date August 14th, 
illustrated articles on "Baynam Hall, Norfolk," by Sir Reg. 
Blomfield, R.A. ; "The Architectural History of the Bank of 
England," by H. Rooksby Steele (illustrated) ; a third article 
by Professor A. P. Laurie on "Stone Decay," and several 
`Reviews." 

THE BUILDER (London).-16th July, an article on 
"Structural. Problems connected with the Provision of an Addi-
tional Story to an Existing Building." Prints of "The London 
School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine ; Reproductions of 
R.I.B.A. "Approved Testimonies of Study," and further article 
on "Specifications." 23rd July, Part II. of "Structural Prob-
lems," illustrations of "Some Branch Banks," illustrations of 
"The Seamen's Hospital, Greenwich" and a "Cricket Pavilion 
at Nottingham," continuation of "Specifications," illustrations of 
"The New Building of The Leather-Sellers' Company," an 
interior perspective of portion of "Liverpool Cathedral," the 
"Premiated Design for the Pretoria Town Hall" and "The Lister 
Drive Power Station, Liverpool." July 30th, Part III. of "Pro-
viding an Additional Story to an Existing Building." August 
6th, illustrations of "New Buildings, Rangoon Courts," and an 
article on "Constructional Steelwork Simply Explained." 

THE ARCHITECTS' JOURNAL (London) .—August 4th, 
an interesting article entitled "The Fate of Our Church Schools" 
(illustrated). In this, many errors in the planning and general 
arrangement of some of the smaller old Church Schools in Eng- 
land are pointed out. 	This number has also illustrations of 
"The Geneva International Labour Offices." 

THE ARCHITECTURAL REVIEW (London) .—The num-
ber for August contains an illustrated article on "Spain" in which 
examples of Aragonese Brickwork are shewn. There are also 
illustrations of "Melchet Court, Hampshire," "The Second 
Church of Christ Scientist," by Sir John Burnett, illustrations 
of "The Town Hall, Rye," and other items. 
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THE ARCHITECTS' JOURNAL.—The issue for July 14th 
contains an illustrated article on "Suez Canal Memorial," "Banks 
and Modern Architecture," Reproductions of drawings for "The 
London School of Hygiene and. Tropical Medicine," article III. 
on "Present Day Building Construction" and a plan of "Otley 
Grammar School." 

AMERICAN ARCHITECT for June 5th has "A Spanish 
Interlude" (illustrated), "The Pictorial Aspect of English 
Towns" with illustrations of old towns and villages, illustrations 
of "University Club, Milwaukee," "The Arsenal Building, New 
York," "The Lend a Hand Club, Davenport," Residences, an 
interior view of "The Choir, Washington Cathedral," and articles 
on "The Economic Advantages of Good Architecture" and "Elect-
ric Power for Buildings." July 5th has "The New Santa Bar-
bara" (illustrated), "Delmonico Building, New York," An 
Apartment Hotel, New York," "Paramount Theatre and Office 
Building, New York," "Fifth Avenue Hotel, N.Y.," "Evening 
Post Building, N.Y.," "The Farmers' Loan and Trust Co. Build-
ing," an article entitled "Discussion of Specification Require-
ments for Common Brick," an illustrated article on "A Unique 
Shop in N.Y" and examples of Domestic Architecture. 

ARCHITECTURE (Sydney) .—Contains particulars relat-
ing to a competition for "The League of Nations Building at 
Geneva," an article on "The Roman House" and an intimation 
that particulars relating to a competition for designs for "The 
Lay-Out of Hyde Park" may be obtained from the Deputy Town 
Clerk, Town Hall, Sydney, the date of closing has been extended 
to November 1. 

JOURNAL OF THE AMERICAN INSTITUTE OF 
ARCHITECTS.—The number for July has an article on "Cities, 
Old and New," illustrations of "Church Architecture," discus-
sion on "Co-operation of Architect and Craftsman." 

MEMBERS' SECTION. 
Removal.—Mr. H. Vivian Taylor (A.) has intimated that 

he has removed from 288 Little Collins Street to new offices, 
Henty House, 501 Little Collins Street. 



ALONG THE BYE-PATHS 

Newly Elected Fellows of the R.I.B.A.—•We have to con-
gratulate Sir J. Talbot Hobbs, K.C.B. (Hon.F.) and Mr. J. S. 
Murdoch (F.) upon having been elected Fellows of the Rolyal 
Institute of British Architects. 

Australasian Association for the Advancement of Science. 
—The eighteenth meeting of this Association was inaugurated 
in Perth, W.A., on Monday, August 18th last, when Lieut-General 
Sir J. Monash, K.C.S. (Hon.F.), the Retiring President, installed 
the New President, Professor E. H. Rennie, M.A., D.Sc., F.I.C. 
(Professor of Chemistry in the University of Adelaide) . The 
General Council of the Association, one of the members of which 
was the representative of the R.V.I.A. (Mr. J. H. Harvey (F.), 
held its first méeting in the Modern School, Perth, on the morn-
ing of Monday, the 23rd August, and on the evening of the same 
day, at the Town Hall, Perth, the business of the Session was 
formally opened by the installation of the New President. An 
abstract of the Report submitted to the Council by the Editor, 
appears in the Journal. 

Visitors to Melbourne.—During the month of September 
we have had the pleasure of welcoming . Sir J. Talbot Hobbs, 
K.C.B., F.R.I.B.A., Hon.. F.R.V.I.A., and Mr. G, Sydney Jones, 
A.R.I.B.A., F.I.A., N.S.W. Both Architects were present at the 
meeting of the R.V.I.A. on 29th September 

New Member of Council.--Mr. W. A. Drummond (F.) has 
been appointed to the position on the Council which was recently 
vacated  by Mr. K. A. Henderson (F.) and has resigned as 
Assistant Honorary Secretary. 
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