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M INUTES 

INUTES of Ordinary Meeting held at the Institute 
Rooms on Tuesday, 4th May, 1926, at 8 o'clock p.m. 

Chair.—Mr. W. A. M. Blackett (Vice-President) 
occupied the chair, and there was a good attendance. 

Apologies were made for the President and Mr. W. S. P. God-
frey (F.) , who were unable to attend by reason of illness, and 
for Mr. K. A. Henderson (F.), who was absent from the State. 

On the motion of Mr. H. J. Kerr (F.) , seconded by Mr. R. B. 
Hamilton (A.) , the minutes of the previous meeting were taken 
as read. 

Correspondence.—The R.V.I.A. having communicated with 
the R.LB.A. regarding the use of affixes, such as "R.I.B.A.," 
"R.V.I.A.," etc., after the name of a firm, a reply which set 
forth the approved manner of using such had been received. 
This was to the effect that the affix to which he was entitled 
should be appended separately to the name of each member of 
such firm. 

Ballot.—Messrs. F. B. Kemp (A.) and H. T. Coney (A.) , 
having been appointed scrutineers, it was announced that Mr. 
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H. M. Rolland had been elected a Fellow of the Institute as the 
result of a ballot. 

Motion by Mr. G. R. King.----Owing to the absence of Mr. 
King (F.) the motion on the notice paper standing in his name 
was postponed. until next meeting. 

General. = The Chairman announced that a Conference had 
been held between the Master Builders' Association and the 
Institute, regarding a point in connection with the Arbitration 
Clause, and that a satisfactory settlement, the terms of which 
would be circulated among members, had been arrived at. 

Exhibition.— It was proposed that an Exhibition of Archi-
tectural work should be held in the new building and in order 
to forward the arrangements, a Committee and sub-Committees 
would be appointed. The Exhibition would probably be held 
early in 1927. 

Competition.— In connection with the Competition which 
was to be promoted by the City Council of Brighton, for the 
"lay-out" of the foreshore, a sub-committee of the Council of 
the Institute had recommended certain alterations in the Con-
ditions of Competition. The particulars had been forwarded to 
the Brighton Council, but, up to date, no reply had been received 
from that body. 

Health Commission.—A vacancy existed upon the "Health 
Commission," and the President and Vice-Presidents were 
arranging to interview the Chief Secretary (Dr. Argyle, M.L.A.) 
in order to repeat a previous request to the effect that an Archi-
tect should be appointed on the Commission. 

Atelier.— A fortnight ago, the Annual Exhibition of the 
Atelier of Architecture at the Melbourne University had been 
opened. All who inspected the work were impressed with the 
great improvement which had been made by the students. There 
were about forty students attending the Atelier this year, about 
thirty of whom were new men. The Chairman said that he 
thought that in the future it would be found that great benefit 
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would be derived from the excellent work which was being done 
by Mr. R. H. Alsop (F.) , as Patron ; and Mr. L. F. Irwin (A.) , 
as Director. 

Wreath on Cenotaph.—On the date before "Anzac Day," 
the Council had had a wreath placed upon the temporary 
Cenotaph, at Parliament House, in memory of fallen members 
and students. 

Mr. J. F. D. Scarborough. —The Chairman welcomed Mr. 
J. F. D. Scarborough (A.) on his return after having been abroad 
for about two years, and invited him to relate some of his experi-
ences during that period. (Mr. Scarborough's remarks appear 
in another part of the Journal.) 

Exhibition of Art and Architectural Drawings at the Old 
Melbourne Gaol.— the Chairman drew attention to an Exhibi-
tion of Art and Architectural Drawings at the Old Gaol. This 
is being held in the old Chapel of the Gaol, which has been con-
verted into a Gallery. The work shewn is by school students (not 
those of "Technical Schools") in Great Britain, Canada, the 
United States, Germany, Belgium and Italy. He thought that 
members would be well repaid by a visit to the Exhibition, which 
has been organised by the Education Department of Victoria. 

Lecture.— The Chairman then invited Mr. E. Stroud (Chief 
Technical Engineer, "Holophane Ltd.") to address members on 
"Modern Illumination by Scientific Methods." 

(An abstract of the Lecture appears elsewhere in the 
Journal.) 

DISCUSSION ON MR. STROUD'S LECTURE. 

Mr. E. Evan Smith (F.) , in proposing a vote of thanks to 
the Lecturer, said that he had very much appreciated the instruc-
tive discourse of Mr. Stroud. Many matters had been intro-
duced which would set members thinking. 

Mr. R. B. Hamilton seconded the motion. He had enjoyed Mr. _ 
Stroud's very comprehensive, and purely unbiassed lecture, in. 
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which, from the point of view of the Architect, there were many 
matters of outstanding interest. In the case of Lighting, as in 
other cases, we had to look to the expert to give us the best 
results. One point appeared to him to be of special interest, 
that was what might be termed "Indirect or Screened Lighting"  
or "Flood Lighting." There was a tendency to adopt "secret" 
lighting, whereby an object, or a room, or the side of a build-
ing, was thrown into prominence by flood lighting. The question 
had arisen in his mind, whether it might not be possible to intro-
duce some form of lighting which did not entail the abolition of 
the lighting unit. It is an easy matter to secrete the light of 
a cantilever verandah, and throw up the side of a building by 
flood lighting. There might be found some method of com-
promising by means of which we might secure something between 
the old stereotyped lamp and the flood light. What he had in 
mind was a particular design of lamp whereby the flood lighting 
would be achieved and the reflected light from that unit used 
as a decorative factor. The lamp would be constituted an Archi-
tectural feature as well as the unit for the flood lighting of the 
building. 

Mr. H. J. Kerr (F.) supported the vote of thanks. The sub-
ject was most interesting, scientific lighting being quite a modern 
development. During a recent visit to London and Paris he was 
much interested at the effects produced by some of the won-
derful examples of flood lighting in those cities. There were 
many interesting objects in London that might be illuminated 
in order to delight the eyes of the public, such, for instance, as 
the Clock Tower of the Houses of Parliament. He was delighted 
at the effect produced by the flood lighting of the dome of the 
Pantheon at Paris. He had pleasure in adding his quota of 
thanks. 

Mr. J. H. Harvey (F.) supported the motion. He said 
that he had taken a very keen interest in what had been told 
members and had been so lucidly explained by the diagrams 
shewn, and the experiments and other demonstrations. The 
principles to which the lecturer had directed attention were per- 
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fectly understood by all physicists and students of optics, but 
very few Architects were intense students of the science of 
optics—obviously, they could not give deep study to everything 
—and the lecturer was deserving of their thanks, and was to 
be congratulated upon the comprehensive manner in which he 
had dealt with the case, as he had succeeded in rendering what 
was rather an abstruse subject, not only interesting, but very 
clear, even to those who were not well versed in the laws which 
governed "catoptrics" and "dioptrics." 

The Chairman said that the question raised by Mr. Hamil-
ton was a cogent one. He (Mr. Blackett) remarked that he had 
a strong desire to use British goods, but it was not always pos-
sible to obtain British material which was of the type required. 
As an instance, he asked why "Flush Type Switches" of British 
manufacture, similar to the leading makes which were supplied 
by American manufacturers, were not obtainable. 

He then put the motion, which was carried with acclamation. 

Mr. Stroud, in replying, said that it had been a great 
pleasure to have the opportunity of addressing the members, and 
he desired to express his appreciation of the reception which 
he had received. During his short stay in Australia, he had 
learned quite a lot of what they in England should do to help 
Australia. England appeared to have been somewhat remiss in 
the matter of supplying Australia with the things which were 
needed, and the information which he had obtained would tend 
towards a better co-operation between them, from a business 
point of view. He would retain very pleasant recollections of 
his visit. He was not in favour of having the flood-lighting units 
made visible by the adoption of such a system as would admit 
of a portion of the standards being illuminated independently, 
as had been hinted at by Mr. Hamilton; the object was to light 
up the building and to show it in a spectacular manner from a 
distance, and he did not quite see any reason why one should 
shew the units, the idea would rather be to hide them : If the 
units were visible, they would, in all probability, be of greater 
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brightness than the building which was being illuminated. Illum-
ination was a matter of contrast, and if the unit was of greater 
brilliancy than the object to be illuminated, the value of the 
lighting would be lost. Respecting the query of the Chairman, 
he said that he was not exactly in touch with the matter con-
cerned, but would make enquiries when he returned to England. 

The meeting then broke up and resolved itself into the usual 
social gathering. 
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MODERN ILLUMINATION BY 
SCIENTIFIC METHODS 

(A Lecture by E. Stroud, Esq., Chief Technical Engineer, 
"Holophane Ltd.," delivered before the members of the 

R.V.I.A., on 4th May, 1926). 

R. STROUD, in opening the subject, reminded mem-
bers that only a few years ago, correct lighting was 
considered by the majority of people to be a very 
expensive luxury, but in the course of the short dis-

r = sertation on "Illuminating Engineering" which he 
would give, he thought that he would be able to convince those 
present that at the present—day such was not the case. It is now 
acknowledged to be an appreciable factor in assisting production, 
is valuable as a "selling force," and in the reduction of accidents, 
and all that, entirely apart from its hygienic and physiological 
aspects. 

The value of correct lighting in factories and workshops, 
and its beneficial effect upon the health, safety and comfort of 
the workers, was early realised by the British Government, and 
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a special Departmental Committee was appointed by the Home 
Office to investigate the prevailing conditions. The results of 
the findings of this committee have been clearly set out, in the 
special reports which they have issued from time to time on the 
subject. 

It has been proved conclusively, that improved lighting in 
works results in an improvement in the quality of the material 
which is produced after dark, and that it also reduces the amount 
of spoiled work, and what is still more important, it minimises 
the risk of accidents, particularly in the case of moving 
machinery. 

In the case of shop and window lighting, carefully prepared 
statistics have shewn clearly the advantages to be derived from 
scientific treatment and the great power of attracting observers 
that may be secured by the use of a correctly applied system. 

The use of "Concealed Lighting" for shop window treatment, 
is now universally recognised as being productive of an effect 
which is infinitely superior to what was possible when previously 
accepted views held sway, and when the ordinary means of 
illumination consisted of visible light sources. The superiority 
of the adoption of the method of reflection is obvious when one 
considers that it affords opportunities for the close scrutiny of 
exhibits, because all trace of "glare" is eliminated. The slogan 
of the Lighting Engineer, "Light on the object, not in the eye,"  
cannot, perhaps, have its value expressed more forcibly than in 
the case of shop window lighting. 

A very important study for scientific lighting is found in 
the case of cathedrals and churches. The problems met when 
dealing with these buildings, differ considerably from what may 
be considered as "straight-forward" interiors, for the reason 
that the lighting results are found to be independent of the 
assistance which is usually received from the reflections from 
the walls and ceilings. In ecclesiastical work, the surroundings 
are generally so dark or so distant from the light sources, that 
no such assistance is obtained, in consequence of which the 



iIlJobern Illumination bp 5ctentífíe fllJetbobs. 	35 

importance of installing illuminating glassware of a type which 
affords complete control of the light rays emitted by the lamp 
in order that they may be directed in the most efficient or 
straight-forward manner to the reading or working plane, will 
be self-evident. 

School and class-room lighting forms also a large avenue 
for scientific lighting planning, not only as regards the provision 
of an adequate lighting standard, but also to ensure that the 
distribution of light shall be uniform, that glare is eliminated, 
and that shadows are formed in the correct direction. Libraries, 
Museums, Art Galleries and Public Buildings are also subjects 
which call for careful and scientific treatment. 

One might review the applications of artificial lighting 
almost indefinitely, and a little consideration will show clearly, 
the advantages which are to be derived from the adoption of a • 
correctly designed system. 

LIGHTING AND ILLUMINATION. 

The basis of all lighting systems resolves itself into the 
problem of the securing of the greatest possible seeing-ability 
at the minimum of cost, and it is from that aspect of the light-
ing problem, that I wish to approach the subject this evening. 

Good seeing-ability depends upon :- 

1. The placing of the light units so as to avoid harmful 
shadows. 

2. The shading of the bright lamp filaments so as to avoid 
glare. 

3. The provision of sufficient intensity of illumination on 
the work or surface to be illuminated. 

SHADOWS. 

To deal with the above in order :—In considering lighting, 
shadows form a very important factor. In order to enable us 
to identify objects and to see them in correct perspective, shadows 
are very necessary. Shadowless lighting eliminates all contrasts 
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from the field of view, hinders identification, upsets the ability 
to judge distances, proportion, and the shapes and speed of move-
ment of moving objects; shadows, therefore, are necessary and 
these must be of the proper density and must be cast in the 
proper direction. To illustrate the importance of the direction 
in which shadows fall on an object, I have here a small demon-
stration consisting of three upright pillars of different shapes. 
It will be seen that with diffused or shadowless lighting the forms 
of all three appear to be the same, whereas when the columns 
are illuminated in such a manner as to shew a definite outline, 
producing light and shade and cast shadows, the form of each 
is properly identified. Another demonstration : A white plaster 
figure is now introduced and I will illuminate this from different 
directions. 

It will be noted how different the facial expressions are 
according to the direction in which the light falls upon the 
figure. 

Light without glare: the second aspect of good lighting. 

It must be clearly understood that a bright light is not in 
any way, synonymous with good illumination. A bright light in 
the field of vision produces excessive contrasts and reduces the 
ability to see. 

The demonstration to which I invite your attention now, 
shews the truth of this, the realisation of which is very import-
ant as it is a common thing to see bright light sources hanging 
down in shop windows, unshaded lights over. machines, and insuf-
ficiently shielded lights low down over desks, all of which pro-
duce fatigue and eye strain and hinder vision. 

Intensity: the third aspect of good lighting. 

I have now an experiment to shew that increase in intensity, 
when rightly applied without glare, increases the speed of vision. 

This very striking demonstration shows that with increased 
illumination, one can actually see more quickly. This has a far 
reaching effect. Increases in production are due to the saving 
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An Example of FLOOD LIGHTING by means of 
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of small amounts of time, and if one sees more quickly, it 
naturally follows that he must work more easily and more 
expeditiously. 

There is no doubt that if artificial illumination were obtain-
able without cost, far higher levels of illumination than those 
which are reached at present would be speedily adopted, in order 
to secure the advantages which result from improved visibility, 
but as it must be paid for it is surely worth while, in the 
beginning, to arrive at and adopt, that degree of illumination 
which is necessary for the class of service that is to be under-
taken and then to ascertain how the maximum of efficiency can 
be obtained, at the minimum expenditure of current and cost. 

The foundation of efficient and correct illumination is light 
distribution. Light rays can be controlled, guided, re-directed, 
or reflected in the easiest manner, provided that suitable appli-
ances are made use of. Take a bare electric incandescent lamp 
and consider how the light is. given out from the filament. One 
can easily calculate how much light is projected and the manner 
in which it is given out. If any lamp be tested, it will be found 
that only 25% of the total light is given in a downward 'direc-
tion over a 60 degree zone from the vertical. 75% of the light 
from a bare lamp is given out above that angle of 60 degrees. 
In effect, 75% of the total light from a bare lamp is used for 
illuminating the -walls and ceilings of a room and only 25% for 
illuminating the lower plane which is usually the objective. Now 
these proportions are inherent in the case of all bari light sources 
and as soon as this fact becomes fully appreciated bare lamps 
will never again be used as lighting units. A bare lamp is only 
a part of the lighting equipment and it should never be used 
alone. 

Now, in order to demonstrate the manner in which light 
rays may be controlled and re-directed, a demonstration is given 
which shews a total reflecting glass prism imposed in the path 
of . a beam of light. By means of this prism, . one can deflect 
the beam in any direction that may be desired according to the 
angle at which it is placed in relation to the beam. From this, 
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it follows that if we had a great number of such prisms sur-
rounding a light source, such as an electric lamp, the light rays 
which reached the surface of each of the prisms would be 
reflected from them and projected in some other direction, and 
this opens great possibilities. If the major portion of that 75% 
of, upward light from a bare lamp could be intercepted and 
directed downwards, to help the other 25%, economy in the con-
sumption of current and increased illumination can be ensured 
for a given expenditure. 	That is exactly the principle upon 
which the adoption of the "Holophane Prismatic Reflector" is 
founded. In that device, a great number of reflecting prisms is 
formed upon a glass base, the whole being so made and shaped 
that when it is used in conjunction with incandescent lamps, the 
light rays are reflected over definite calculated areas. 

[The lecture was fully illustrated in a practical manner by 
demonstrations, and these again, were made lucid by the pro-
jection on the screen of lantern slides of diagrams which shewed 
the paths which were taken by the rays of light from a given 
source, both when they were not interfered with, and after they 
had been caught and re-directed by different means and by 
various modifications of the lighting system which was under 
consideration. The whole lecture, supplemented by the diagrams 
and the demonstrations, was of a highly interesting and educa-
tional nature, and it was brought to a close by the exhibition of 
additional lantern slides which illustrated various methods of 
illumination which had been adopted for the lighting of shop 
windows, showrooms, churches, halls, picture and other theatres, 
streets and also for the "flood-lighting" of buildings.] 



NOTES BY MR. J. F. D. SCARBOROUGH 
WHILST ABROAD. 

R. SCARBOROUGH said that whilst away he had 
come in contact with a number of fellow members 
and students of Architecture. 	Many had passed 
through Sir John Burnett's office, which was a great 
"gathering ground." He thought that probably he 

had derived the greatest benefit from his experience in New 
York, that being due largely to the very modern manner in which 
things were conducted there compared with the way in which 
they were carried out in England. New York was fortunate, 
inasmuch as there, a large number of travelling scholarships 
were available for students, and the American Academy was 
turning out some very excellent work. Whilst in America, he 
attended several exhibitions, but the work shewn at these was 
somewhat disappointing. A series of drawings, which were 
excellent, had been sent from London, and on the whole, he con-
sidered that the English work submitted, especially that from 
Liverpool, was superior to that which was done in America. 

In modern English work, he considered the Liverpool 
Cathedral stood out pre-eminently; it is a magnificent structure, 
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though not nearly completed; one wing is built as far as the line 
of the tower. 

He saw some extremely interesting design in Holland, and 
in Belgium, some of the recently constructed cities, exhibited 
much magnificent work. A notable example was seen in Ypres. 
France, he thought valuable, mainly in consequence of its old 
work, but it was still very interesting. While in Italy, his most 
enjoyable visits were those to Venice and Florence, * and the visit 
which he paid to Pompeii, in the course of which he viewed the 
excavations, he regarded as particularly valuable. Sicily was 
also visited and thence he proceeded to New York. 

The Architects in New York and Boston were very busy, 
the office in which he worked for some months being engaged 
upon work from the East to the West Coasts; the work done 
there included several large churches, the Chicago University 
Chapel, and a Public Library for Los Angeles. The residential 
work of the West was very interesting, the American bungalow, 
as it is known here, is practically a thing of the past in the 
West, they having adopted the modern style which suited the 
climate very well. 	San Francisco possessed some very fine 
buildings, the "Telephone Building" (in terra-cotta) being quite 
a new thing. It was difficult to distinguish it from granite. 
After leaving America he visited Honolulu and Fiji, and then 
turned homewards. He found Australia a very good place to 
get back to. 

F 
w.. 
41.•`  

' 



OBITUARY 

It is with great regret that we have to chronicle the death 
of Mr. J. W. Hardy (F.) , who passed away in the early part 
of May. 

Mr. Hardy, who was unmarried, was born in England, but 
came to Australia at an early age ; he was articled to the old 
firm of Lloyd Tayler & Wyatt, and was afterwards, for some time 
on the Architectural staff of the Education Department. In 
October, 1881, he joined the Architectural staff of the Victorian 
Railways Department and was engaged in the work incidental 
to Railway Services, afterwards  becoming Senior Architect of 
that Department. Subsequently, he held the position of Chief 
Architect for more than ten years, retiring on December 31st, 
1918. He then commenced practice in Melbourne, which was 
continued until his death. 

MEMBERS' SECTION. 

Dissolution of the partnership existing between Messrs. 
Lippincott & Billson has been announced. 

Mr. Edward A. Billson (A.) will continue practice on his own 
behalf at 434 Collins Street, Melbourne. 

Messrs. C. L. Cummings (A.) and P. A. Jenkin (A.) have 
entered into partnership. The firm will carry on practice at 
94-98 Queen Street, Melbourne. 
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UNIVERSITY OF MELBOURNE 
ARCHITECTURAL ATELIER 

OPENING OF THE SESSION FOR 1926. 

HE Session for the year 1926 was opened on Tues-
day evening, 20th April, at the rooms of the Royal 
Victorian Institute of Architects, with an Exhibition 
of the Work produced by the Students during the pre-
vious year. 

Mr. Rodney H. Alsop, the Patron of the Atelier, occupied 
the chair and there was a very large attendance of members and 
visitors. 

In opening the proceedings, Mr. Alsop addressed those pre-
sent as follows :—"This being the official opening of our year 
gives us the opportunity of shewing by means of the exhibits, 
which are grouped round the walls, the kind of work which is done 
there. It is our object—as the Bulletin will tell you—to promote 
the advancement of Architectural Design and the study of the 
principles of composition and design, which aim at the develop-
ment of logical and imaginative Architecture. 
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Whilst I was acting as lecturer in Architecture at the 
University in 1918, some of the senior students approached me 
with the object of discussing the possibility of starting a design 
school in the City, and undertook that if such a school were 
started, at least six students would attend. After consultation 
with the University authorities, it was decided to open an Atelier 
in the Engineering School, and on the first evening six members 
were enrolled. 	(It was considered that an Atelier, with its 
studio atmosphere, would be better than a hard and fast night 
school, and the result has been very gratifying.) 	The work 
developed and in a very short time we had our own building 
which rapidly became too small for us, and to give you some 
idea of the development, it may be stated that this year, nearly 
forty members have enrolled, and we now occupy in conjunction 
with those who are undertaking the `Architectural Diploma 
Course,' a large section of the Anatomy Building at the 
University." 

Advantages.—The Bulletin of the Atelier enumerates the 
advantages which are to be gained by those who attend and enrol 
as members. 

After having recently seen the methods of work which are 
adopted in many of the older countries, I feel sure that we are 
working along the right lines. We have not yet reached . the 
standard attained in the best schools in Europe, but I have every 
confidence that before many years have passed we will produce 
work which will compare favourably with that which is done 
elsewhere. The beneficial influence of Atelier work is being felt 
in all countries in the world, and the remarkable increase in 
public interest in Architecture and the attendant Arts is largely 
due to the fact that our younger practitioners have enjoyed the 
privileges of studying in the atmosphere of a studio, helping and 
criticising the work of each other freely and without malice. 

Scholarships.—There are, as you know, already several 
scholarships for which our members may compete, and it may 
interest you to know that while I was in London last year I had 
occasion to call and see Mr. Herbert Baker, who had very kindly 

[asked 
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asked me to see his drawings of the Delhi work and that splendid 
building which he is doing for the Bank of England. 

During our conversation, the fact that Australian students 
never seem to compete for the prizes offered by the British School 
at Rome was discussed, but on consideration, it became obvious 
that as entering for these competitions involved paying a visit to 
England, competition by Australians (except in the case of a few) 
was practically out of the question. 

However, it was thought that the difficulty might, perhaps, 
be bridged. Later, I discussed the case with Mr. Evelyn Shaw, 
the Secretary of the School, at its headquarters in London, and 
with Mr. Ian MacAlister, Secretary of the R.I.B.A., both of whom 
gave me considerable encouragement. I am preparing a report 
on the subject to submit to the R.V.I.A. for consideration, and 
if that Institute thinks fit to act upon this, I feel sure that some 
good result will follow. 

I had the good fortune to see the .prize drawings, both those 
of last year and those of 1924, as well as a fine show of work 
which Professor Reilly invited me to see at Liverpool University. 
There was a masterly ease about it that greatly impressed me, 
and it will be our endeavour to fix our standard as high as pos-
sible, so that our students may not only compete for the high 
prizes, but win them. 

Of travel, I still think, as I always have, that it is not 
only desirable but necessary to both the student and the prac-
titioner, but the student will be well advised to postpone his 
travel until he has completed his course in Design, as it is only 
then that he will reap the full benefit of his work. Travelling 
too soon leaves him in doubt regarding what to look for, and he 
naturally sees with immature eyesight. 

In addition, I wish to emphasise the fact that we desire our 
members to realise that even when they have received the 
Diploma, they have not by any means learned all there is to know 
about the work, and they must not be satisfied with what they 
have done ; rather, should they take up the perhaps somewhat 
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pessimistic view, that they are equipped with the least amount 
of knowledge that makes it safe for them to be turned loose upon 
an unsuspecting public. 

I have for some time felt that as the work of managing the 
Atelier has been so ably performed by Mr. Irwin, and that the 
active part which I have taken in its affairs lately has been so 
small, it would be to the advantage of the Institution if Mr. Irwin 
were to take over the position of Director, and I am glad to be 
able to tell you that at the last meeting of the Board of Studies, 
he was nominated as such. In vacating the position of Director 
I desire to place on record the splendid and unselfish energy 
which Mr. Irwin has displayed throughout the period during 
which he occupied the position of Assistant Director, and it is 
mainly owing to his spirit of keenness that the development of 
the Atelier has been so rapid. However, you are not going to 
get rid of me so easily. The Board has graciously invited me to 
accept the position of Patron, and it is a great pleasure to me 
to feel that I can still be directly associated with the Atelier and 
yet see Mr. Irwin in the position which he deserves—its 
Director." 

The Chairman then invited Mr. P. A. Oakley, President 
R.V.I.A., to open the Exhibition. 

Mr. Oakley, in a few well chosen words, declared the Exhibi-
tion open. 

Mr. L. F. Irwin then read the Annual Report of the Atelier, 
an abstract of which appears in another part of the Journal, and 
those present then proceeded to inspect the work which was 
shewn. 

The entertainment of the visitors by the students in the 
refreshment room brought the proceedings to a close. 

[.In 



DIRECTORS' REPORT FOR THE 
YEAR 1925. 

N the training of Architects we have at the outset to 
consider where it is desirable that this training should 
lead, because as Architects we have a responsibility 
even greater than our obligations to our clients. We 
have a duty to the public and to our country, for is 

it not through Architecture that the spirit and civilization of 
the period is expressed? 

Since the war there appears throughout the world to, be 
a re-construction of international ideas, and so we find following 
closely in its wake a distinct change or break in Architectural 
feeling in all countries. It naturally follows that a change must 
also take place in education to fit these altered conditions, and 
that such is actually happening, is very clearly indicated by the 
gradual elimination of the system of training by means of 
Articles, their place being filled by institutions which have been 
created for that particular purpose. 	There is, however, one 
vital difference between these institutions and those which were 
in existence prior to the war, in that the former are now in 
most cases controlled by practising Architects whereas many 
of the training schools of other professions are controlled by men 
whose qualifications are almost entirely academic. 

All this means that a different type of student is being 
produced, one who is perhaps more fully trained than was the 
case under the old system, but yet possessing a practical grasp 
of the conditions which makes him of value to the public. Success 
in practice is dependent largely upon the Service rendered, and 
as the public awakens to "Architectural consciousness," if I may 
use the term, it will more fully realise the Quality of Service 
and will not be misled into believing that the manner in which 
any case is presented is more than a means to an end. 

Business training has been much overlooked in the past, 
and in this I would differentiate the methods of the Estate Agent 
from those of the qualified Architect. We have, at the Univer-
sity, a School of Commerce, and it seems to me that if our 

46 
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students, at some time during the period of their training, were 
to attend a suitable portion of this course for say a year, just 
as Engineering students attend the Architectural School, much 
good would result, and I believe that such procedure, together 
with the time devoted to the study of Natural Philosophy, would 
be a very sound foundation for the training which is to follow. 

The subjects which I am discussing, you may perhaps think 
are outside the boundaries of a report which deals with a School 
of Design, but I have always looked upon the Atelier as a "Move-
ment" or school of thought in addition to its purpose as a train-
ing institution. 

What success has been achieved here, has been due primarily 
to the inculcation of the love of work for its own sake. The 
stimulation of this enthusiasm is most important for it brings 
out that spirit of friendly rivalry, the existence of which is neces-
sary in connection with the practice of all good work, and during 
this particular stage of his existence, a person is at the highest 
pitch, and it is the high pitch or tension which the Atelier student 
reaches whilst really trying, that makes the course a strenuous 
one. 

All start well, some maintain their interest, with others it 
is spasmodic, a few purposely interrupt it, while many just allow 
it to fade away. This explains the fact that only six students 
have qualified for the Diploma. Bearing this in mind, it will 
be obvious that the obtaining of the Diploma is a test not only 
of ability, but also of character. 

The course is post-graduate, which necessarily means that 
all those who enter for it must first have reached a certain 
standard, from which it is clear that any one who has qualified 
for the Diploma, has withstood a searching test. You probably 
know that there is no examination—in the accepted sense of the 
word—for Atelier students; every piece of work done counts 
towards qualification, and while the standard of a pass for each 
particular subject is only such as is expected from any ordinary 
competent draftsman, it is the maintenance of the standard that 

[matters 
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matters. Those who have maintained it are the six who have 
passed and their work can be judged best by those who know 
them. 

As the standard maintained is in direct ratio to the enthus-
iasm which is present, we are able to understand why those who 
possess it in "bursts," just fail to qualify; their slackness at inter-
vals has let them down. There are also those members who 
purposely interrupt their studies (usually for the purpose of 
going abroad), and of them I would say that while we do not 
presume to query their decisions respecting the most suitable 
course of training to follow, we do feel that in many instances, 
waiting until they had completed their studies would have been 
wise. 

Concerning those whose interest fades away, we find that it 
is frequently outside influences, quite apart from Architecture 
that quench the spark of enthusiasm. In spite of all this, how-
ever, I feel confident that there are very few who commence 
Atelier training who are not anxious and capable to qualify for 
the Diploma of Architectural Design. The enthusiasm of which 
I speak has its drawbacks, however ; it is regrettable to notice 
the number of members who have had temporary attacks of ill 
health due to overwork. Now, while close attention to work at 
the studio may be, to some extent, responsible for this, it is, with-
out doubt, occasionally due to the endeavour of the conscientious 
student to do too much other night work, and I make an appeal 
to Architects to remember that the endurance of these men who 
are doing their work well in the daytime, is limited. It is at 
this stage of life only that their training can be effected ; if this 
be thorough, we will all reap the benefit of their knowledge, but 
if interruptions occur, their value to the office and to the pro-
fession will not only be reduced but the permanent disabling of 
a good man, both mentally and physically, may result. 

Though I am aware that some will not agree with me, I 
believe that during this particularly strenuous period of a per-
son's life, outside social connections are not essential for the 
building up of a future practice; on the contrary, I consider that 
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the professional atmosphere is, for the time being, far more 
desirable and valuable ; there will be plenty of time for the 
exercise of energy in the other direction afterwards. 

Reverting to the statement which I made previously regard-
ing the Atelier being a "Movement" or a "School of Thought" 
rather than a school in the sense in which the word is usually 
understood, I consider that this point should not be lost sight 
of, especially by the student. 

In its concrete form, we are endeavouring, through the con-
sideration of our local conditions regarding climate, materials 
and use, to develop, not a style, but a characteristic type of 
building, while in the abstract we are trying, through the tem-
perament of our people, to develop an appreciation of a national 
type of Architecture. This may appear to be attempting a great 
deal, but from a student's point of view, it simply means just 
a little more than the love of work and the endeavour to help 
each. other. It is just this something, behind the work, that has 
brought about a certain good fellowship at the Atelier, which is, 
to some extent expressed in the various social functions which 
have been a feature from its inception. 

At the beginning of the year under review-1925—the 
Atelier vacated the building which had been specially constructed 
for it, thus relieving the R.V.I.A. of its responsibilities in this 
connection. The capacity of that building had been outgrown, 
and it was felt that the space provided at the new premises was 
more valuable, inasmuch as now, the School of Architecture is 
all in one building which renders the Library, Museum, Lecture 
Room and other facilities more easily available. As the new 
electric tram from Flinders Street runs past its door, it is also 
more easily accessible. Although we missed the old building, we 
found that after we had become established in the new one, the 
work undoubtedly improved and the drawings which are on view 
around you are the result. 

For the information of visitors, I may mention that these 
designs are all original, having been worked up from the student's 
own first idea, and amorig them, I hope that you will observe the 
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faint indications of a groping for that expression or feeling of 
which I spoke. In the supper room is shewn some of the work 
done by winners of the Bronze Medal of other years which are 
interesting, as they indicate the lines along which our work has 
developed. 

Following the practice of other years, a series of lectures 
was delivered on the "Theory of Composition and Design," the 
importance of "Town-Planning" not having been forgotten. On 
the practical side, a visit paid to the "Argus" office, through the 
courtesy of Messrs. Godfrey & Spowers, was very well attended, 
about fifty students of the Atelier and the V.A.S.S. being present. 
We ,believe that these visits enable the student to see in concrete 
form, that which he has already visualised, and that this keeps 
ever before him the basic fact that design must arise from con-
struction; in other words, a building should function and should 
express the purpose for which it was planned. 

The work of the year commenced on March 17th with an 
address which was followed by the Annual Exhibition at which 
there was a large attendance. Thirteen problems were set, each 
of which required from four hours to four weeks for its solution 
and these were criticised at intervals by practising Architects. 
At the beginning of the year an exhibition of loan drawings from 
the Pennsylvania University, one of the leading Architectural 
Schools in the United States of America, was on view, and 
although the drafting was of a high standard, we think that 
the designs were not so much above our own standard as to cause 
any worry regarding the capabilities of Australian students. 

The prospects for this year are encouraging, for in spite of 
the fact that the fees have been raised, there are more members 
attending than ever, the number being just forty. 

A list of the fixtures for the current term is distributed, and 
a foot note intimates that we welcome members of the profession 
and trust that they will come along more freely than has been 
the case previously. 

The Atelier training is dependent upon your assistance, and 
I mention in passing, that while we realise and fully appreciate 
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that there are limitations to the time which you can spare, dif-
ficulty and confusion result if those upon whom we rely for 
lectures or criticisms, find it, at the last moment, impossible to 
attend. 

AWARDS. 
The following awards have been made, and I can safely say 

that they are well deserved; in fact, the competition was so keen 
that two third year members have tied for the Bronze Medal, 
and are drawing off, while for the prize given by the President 
of the R.V.I.A. (Mr. Oakley), two stood so closely together that 
with the permission of the donor, it has been decided to divide 
the prize. 

Certificates, which are available at the Registrar's Office on 
payment of a fee of 5s., have been awarded to :— 

First Year 	Second Year 
O. A. Bayne 
T. D. Freeman 
E. C. Harvie 
D. G. McCalman 
H. E. Winbush 
A. V. Wise 

Third Year 
H. E. Bartlett 
G. H. Sneddon 
W. F. Williams 

A. C. Collins 
P. N. Shaw 

R.V.I.A. Scholarship. 
Miss E. E. Harvie 

Grice Bronze Medal 
G. H. Sneddon and W. H. Williams 

(drawing off, best two out of three subjects). 

[Exhibition 



E XHIBITION OF 
DRAWINGS FOR-

WARDED BY THE 
ARCHITECTURAL 
ASSOCIATION (LONDON) 

A case of drawings illustrating 
the work done by Students in 
the Association Classes has been 
received from London, and will 
be exhibited for a fortnight, 
commencing June 7th, at the 
Institute Rooms. This should 
prove of great interest to Aus-
tralian Architectural Students. 

~ 
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THE LIBRARY. 

ïVIONG recent additions to the Library are the fol-
lowing  :—A volume entitled "The Work of Ernest 
Newton, R.A.," "The Year. Book of Decorative Art," 
and the "Report on the Town-Planning  Commission 
on the Proposed New Cattle Yards." 

The following items are dealt with in the various periodicals 
available for the use of members. 

JOURNAL OF THE R.I.B.A.—The number for 6th Feb-
ruary contains the Address of the President (Mr. E. Guy Daw-
ber) to Students, also a paper on "Some Problems in the Con-
struction of Buildings Considered Experimentally" with dia-
grams, which was read at University College, London, recently. 

In the issue for 20th February is a "Review of the Hand-
book of Proceedings of `The International Congress on Architec-
tural Education' "; a Review of a work entitled "The English 
Inn, Past and Present," illustrated ; an article on "The Warping 
of Wood," by Professor Laurie; and an article on "The Condition 
of the Building  Industry." 

THE BUILDER (London).—January 15th contains a repro-
duction of "The Parthenon" in Concrete, this being an Art 
Gallery at Nashville, Tenn., U.S.A. "Notes on America," by 
F. E. Bennett, A.R.I.B.A.; "The Kensington Cinema (London)," 
illustrated; Part II. of "A Model Specification," also a continua-
tion of an article on "Monolithic Construction," illustrated. 
January  `22nd illustrates "A Cap in St. Mark's, Venice;" 
"Cremona Cathedral" ; "New Premises for Lloyd's Bank, Not-
tingham" ; Illustrations of the designs submitted for the "Title 
Prize" and the winning  design for the "Alfred Bossom Scholar-
ship" submitted by Miss Doris Lewis, A.R.I.B.A. ; Part III. of 
"The Planning and Equipment of the Small. House," and Part 
III. of "Specifications," also a further article on "Re-inforced 
Concrete in Building  Construction." January 29th has a note 
regarding an alleged discovery of "Flexible Glass" ; Part IV. of 
"The Planning  and Equipment of the Small House"; the "Man-
chester Babies' Hospital," illustrated; "New Science Museum, 
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South Kensington," and "Illustrations of the `City of Sheffield 
Public Hall.' " February 5th has Illustrations of the design for 
"Canadian National War Memorial for Ottawa" ; "Birmingham 
Hall of Memory" ; illustrations of "Restoration and Re-modelling 
of Shrewsbury Castle" ; drawings of "Gresham Hotel, Dublin" ; 
a second article on "British Tombs, Ancient and Modern," by 
W. R. Lethaby; Part IV. of "Re-inforced Concrete in Building 
Construction, including `Building without scaffolds,' "illustrated. 

THE BUILDER (London).-March 12th contains No. 6 of 
"Notes on America," which treats on "The Planning of Office 
Buildings." No. 9 of the series of articles on "The Planning and 
Equipment of the Small House" ; Illustrations of "The Plaza 
Theatre" (London) a design of "Proposed New Kelvin Hall, 
Glasgow" ; Illustrations of designs for the "Improvement of the 
City of Leeds," and Designs submitted in "The Builder's Con-
struction Problem Competition." The number for March 19th 
has Illustrations "Sports Pavilion, Civil Service Sports Ground" ; 
a sketch of "Proposed New Covent Garden Market" ; illustrations 
of "Vaudeville Theatre, Strand, London" ; further drawings of 
the "Plaza Theatre," and a continuation of the series of articles 
on "Specifications." On November 26th are published "Sketches 
of Old English Inns" ; Part VII. of "Notes on America" with 
sketches dealing with "Zoning and the Designing of Large Blocks 
of Buildings with `Set Backs.' " Illustrations of "Norfolk and 
Norwich Hospitals" ; "New Offices and Showrooms of the Gas 
Light & Coke Co., Westminster"; the "Cafe Verrey, London" ; and 
Part XI. of "Specifications." 

JOURNAL OF THE AMERICAN INSTITUTE OF 
ARCHITECTS.—Th.e number for February contains "Disserta-
tions in Aesthetics," illustrations of "Old Mexican Architecture," 
and other interesting items. The March issue deals with "The 
Relation of Construction to Design," "This Cinematerial Age," 
"Air Views of an Important American City, to illustrate an 
article on `Community Planning,' " together with Photos. of Rye, 
Sussex, England, by F. R. Yerbury. 
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THE ARCHITECTURAL REVIEW (London).—March 
number deals with "The First International Congress on Archi-
tectural Education," an article on "John Vanbrugh," "Door Fur-
niture," "A Venetian Palace of the 15th Century." 

ARCHITECTURE (Sydney) for April contains Report of a 
"Demonstration on Portrait Painting," by Norman Carter ; an 
illustration of the George Street Front of the old office of "The 
Commercial Banking Co. of Sydney," the stonework of which 
has been given to the Sydney University, and has been utilised 
for the enlargement of the Chemical Building. (This structure 
was erected in 1847, and is said to have been from the designs 
of Sir Charles Barry.) There are also illustrations of St. James' 
Theatre, Castlereagh Street, the Prospectus of the Annual Ex-
hibition of the Institute of Architects of N.S.W., and the condi-
tions of competition for "The Joseland Prize." 

AMERICAN ARCHITECT.—The number for January 20th 
contains Article III. on '"Catalunan Architecture," an illustrated 
article on "The Liberty Bank of Buffalo, N.Y." ; the prize-winning 
design for a "Memorial to Theodore Roosevelt," in Washington, 
D.C. ; illustrations of a "Carillon Tower at Hingham, Mass.," 
and several examples of domestic work. February 5th has illus-
trations of "The Facade of the National Museum, Mexico City" ; 
an illustrated article on "Decorative Elements in Stained Glass," 
and an illustrated article on"The 100% Co-operative Apartment," 
additional designs submitted in the "Theodore Roosevelt Com-
petition," and further illustrations of "Interior Architecture," 
also illustration of "Junior High Vocational School, Bayonne, 
N.J." an "English Shop Front in Lewes, Sussex" ; and the prize 
design for a "Municipal Building for the Village of Ridgewood, 
N.J." March 5th has an article on "The Moderate Cost Home, 
its design and plan" ; an illustration of "The Tour de Beurre, 
Rouen"; "Interior Architecture," illustrations for "Employees' 
Houses, for the Yale & Towne Manufacturing Co.," and other 
examples of housing development, also examples shewing how the 
appearance of houses may be enhanced by a tasty setting in 
small gardens. February 20th gives a number of picturesque 

[illustrations 
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illustrations from the "41st Annual Exhibition of the Architec-
tural League of N.Y.," which include landscape gardening, addi-
tional examples of "Interior Architecture," and "The Brown 
University Stadium," besides many other works. 

THE AMERICAN ARCHITECT.—The issue for March 
20th has an interesting illustrated article on "The Conversion of 
an Old London Tavern, in Mayfair, into the town house of an 
Architect" ; illustrations of the "Telephone Building, San Fran-
cisco," of "A Deep, Foundation in an Old River Bed," a "Bank 
Building," and "Domestic Structures" complete the number. 



p V.I.A. PRIZE COMPETITIONS, 
I . 	 1926. 

R.V.I.A. SILVER MEDAL. 

PEN to all members, students of the V.A.S.S., 
University or Atelier, and pupils who are serving 
or have served their articles with an Architect, 
being a member of the Royal Victorian Institute of 
Architects, and who shall be under the age of 30 

years on the 30th day of June, 1926. 

The Subject is 
"BUILDINGS IN AN IMPORTANT CITY IN NEW GUINEA 

for 
HIS MAJESTY'S CUSTOMS." 

(To have also Residential Accommodation.) 
Drawings required : Plans, Elevations and Sections, â  scale ; lay-

out plan, shewing whole treatment of whole area of site 
to 32nd scale. Perspective. Half-inch detail of portion 
of entrance front. The site has a frontage of 150 feet to 
a wide esplanade facing the shipping wharves, and is 
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270 feet deep, bounded on each side by a main street 85 
feet wide. 

The Silver Medal of the Institute will be awarded to the 
design which is placed first, and a prize, value £3 3s., with a 
special prize kindly donated by the President (Mr. P. A. Oakley) 
to the design placed second, and a Certificate of Honourable Men-
tion to the design adjudged third (subject to clause in General 
Conditions). 

R.V.I.A. BRONZE MEDAL. 

MEASURED DRAWINGS. 

Open to all students of the V.A.S.S., University or Atelier, 
and pupils or past pupils of members of the R.V.I.A., such 
students and pupils to be under the age of 25 years on the 
30th day of June, 1926. 

For the guidance of competitors it is pointed out that this 
competition is designed to promote the careful study and record-
ing of existing buildings by means of accurate drawing and 
faithful draftsmanship. 

Subject.—Elevations on North and West Facades of St. 
John's Church, Toorak Road, Toorak, and plan of building to a 
scale of 8 feet to one inch. Detail of North Entrance to a scale 
of 4 feet to one inch, Section to an optional scale suggestive; no 
elaboration. 

The Institute's Bronze Medal will be awarded to the draw-
ings adjudged first in order of merit. A prize of the value of 
£2 2s., kindly donated by Mr. W. A. M. Blackett (Vice-President), 
to the design adjudged second, and a Certificate of Honourable 
Mention to that adjudged third (subject to clause in General 
Conditions) . 

R.V.I.A. SKETCHES. 

Open to all members of the R.V.I.A., and students of the 
V.A.S.S., University or Atelier, or pupils of such members. All 
competitors must be under the age of 30 on the 30th June, 1926. 
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Subject.—Six sheets of sketch drawings of Architecture, fur-
niture, or details of buildings ; or alternately four sheets drawn 
from actual buildings or furniture, or details of buildings, and 
four sheets of drawings from photographs of Architecture, or 
Architectural detail. 

Not less than six sheets of drawings on paper, about 10 in. 
x 8 in., are required from each competitor. 

All further particulars may be obtained on application to the 
Hon. Secretary at the Office of the R.V.I.A., 527 Collins Street, 
Melbourne. 

15th April, 1926. 	W. M. CAMPBELL, Hon. Sec. 

[Along 
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AONG THE BYE-PATHS 

HE President.—The President, Mr. P. A. Oak-
ley, who a month ago underwent a slight operation, 
is congratulated upon his re-appearance among his 
colleagues, he having quite recovered. 

Cricket Match.--On March 30th a match between the mem-
bers of the R.V.I.A. and members of the Victoria Architectural 
Students' Association was played on the Albert Ground. Members 
of both bodies and their friends, to the number of about 50 
attended. The Society's team, captained by Mr. R. Grounds, 
asked the R.V.I.A. team to bat first. The result was that the 
R.V.I.A. team made 158 runs and the V.A.S.S. team scored 168. 
In spite of the rather cold breeze, the match was enjoyed by all, 
and the representatives of both bodies expressed the hope that . 
the function would become an annual one. 

Afternoon team was partaken of in the Club House. 

The R.V.I.A. team consisted of Messrs. P. A. Oakley, A. J. 
Ainslie, H. W. Bladen, C. L. Cummings, R. S., Demaine, A. S. 
Hall, R. B. Hamilton, S. T. Parkes, G. J. Sutherland, D. Robinson. 
The V.A.S.S. team included Messrs. A. Anderson, K. Bilsborough, 
B. Bartlett, R. A. Grant, H. H. Grounds, N. Henry, — McCleery, 
G. Mewton. 

In connection with this match a rather original "Scoring 
Sheet" was used; this was designed by Messrs. H. H. and R. B. 
Grounds. 

Town Planning Association.-- The Annual Meeting of the 
Town Planning Association was held on April 28th. Sir James 
Barrett, K.B.E., presided. After the preliminary business had 
been completed, Mr. S. Tuxen gave an illustrated description of 
what he had noted on a recent visit to America, this having been 
undertaken primarily in the interests of Town Planning. 

Architects in the Newcastle (N.S.W.) District.—It is 
understood that the Architects of Newcastle (N.S.W.) and dis 
trict, have formed an Association which is to be known as "The 
Associated Architects of Newcastle and District." 
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