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MINUTES 

INUTES of General Meeting of the Royal Victorian 
Institute of Architects held on Tuesday, December 
1st, 1925, at the Institute Rooms, 527 Collins Street, 
Melbourne. 

Chair.— The President, Mr. P. B. Hudson, 
occupied the Chair. 

Minutes.— The Minutes of the Meeting which was held on 
6th October were read and confirmed. 

Apologies.—Apologies were received from Messrs. K. A. 
Henderson, W. S. P. Godfrey, T. J. Buchan, and The President of 
The Victorian Master Builders' Association, who were unable to 
attend. 

Visitors.— The Vice-President of the Victorian Master 
Builders' Association, also Messrs, Hardy and Marriott were 
welcomed by the President. 

Concrete Board.—The President stated that after confer-
ence with the Victorian Institute of Engineers, the Council had 
decided to give evidence before the Board. That had been done, 
and the evidence given by Messrs. Hudson, Oakley, and Tompkins 
was greatly appreciated by the Board. 

Deputation to Minister of Health.—A Deputation which 
had waited upon the Minister of Public Health, Dr. Argyle, 
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regarding the representation of the Institute on the Health Com-
mission, had received a sympathetic hearing. The Minister said 
that alterations concerning the administration of the Department 
were contemplated, and the request of the Institute would be 
given consideration. 

Institute Competitions.— The Council had recently reviewed 
the conditions governing the Institute Medal Competitions. (The 
result of their deliberations is published in another part of the 
Institute Journal.) 

Sketches for the Scrap Book.-Mr. Weekes, of San Fran-
cisco, in response to a request from the President, had forwarded 
two photographs of original sketches relating to the Competition 
for the Houses of Parliament at Canberra; these were available 
for inspection, and would be incorporated in the Scrap Book. 

University Board of Studies.—The Council had nominated 
Messrs. P. A. Oakley, W. S. P. Godfrey, and K. A. Henderson 
as Members of the University Board of Studies for the ensuing 
year. 

City of Camberwell By-Laws.—The Council had forwarded 
a letter of protest to the City Council of Camberwell, relating to 
regulations concerning the ventilation of domestic structures 
which it was proposed to enforce in that City. 

R.V.I.A. Examinations.— The Council had decided that after 
the year 1926, the R.V.I.A. Examinations should be held at the 
same time as the Examination held annually by the Architects' 
Registration Board. In 1926 the Examination would probably 
be held in May and also in November, but subsequently it would 
be held in November only. 

City of Melbourne New By-Laws.—The Council had re-
ceived a communication from the City Council of Melbourne, with 
reference to a new By-Law dealing with sanitary arrangements. 
(A copy of this By-Law can be seen at the Institute office, on 
application.) 
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Villers Bretonneux Memorial.—The Council had approved 
of the Conditions of Competition for the Villers Bretonneux 
Memorial, Designs for which had been invited by the Common-
wealth Government. 

Alexandra Gardens Kiosk.—In response to a request from 
the City Council, Conditions had been prepared for a Competi-
tion for Designs for this proposed building, and the President 
had been appointed to act as the representative of the Institute 
in the matter. 

Allied Societies' Building.—A tender had been accepted for 
the erection of a building for The Allied Societies Trust, and it 
was hoped that the building would be completed about July, 
1926. In the meantime further investment in debentures on the 
part of members was necessary. 

Nominations.— Col. W. A. Henderson (A.) was nominated 
as a Fellow, and Mr. Arthur Gordon Hedley as an Associate. 

Competition for War Memorial Museum, Canberra.—Mr. 
A. S. Hall (A.) was of opinion that eligible men who did not 
go to "the front," and who could not give a reason for refraining, 
should not be allowed to compete. 

The President said that the Government had given that 
matter serious consideration, but as the Memorial was a National 
one, they foresaw great difficulties in making such a restriction. 
The Villers Bretonneux Memorial was on a different footing. 

Lecture.— The President then called on Mr. J. Wilkins 
(Deputy Chief Officer, Metropolitan Fire Brigade) to address the 
members on "Fire-Resisting Building Construction." 

[Fire 
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FIRE RESISTANT BUILDINGS 

(A Lecture delivered before the members of the Royal Victorian 
Institute of Architects, by Mr. John Wilkins, Deputy Chief 

Officer, Metropolitan Fire Brigade, Melbourne) 

The Lecture was illustrated by numerous lantern Slides. 

HE origin of the saying "Fire is a good servant, but a 
bad master," is lost in obscurity, but the experience of 
the human race abundantly proves the truth of it. 

The function of the Fire Brigade is to endeavour 
to prevent fire becoming a master of any sort and in 

order to try and assist that body in attaining the object of its 
existence, Mr. Wilkins, on the evening of the 1st December, gave 
Architects and Builders a number of hints and made many com-
ments which were the result of a study of the conditions under 
which fires occur, and the means that are adopted for coping 
with outbreaks. 

The address practically resolved itself into an exhibition 
of lantern slides illustrating conflagrations and the appearance 
of buildings which had been devastated by fire, and the describ-
ing of these. 
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(Mr. Wilkins prefaced his remarks by stating that he had 
no intention of trying to teach Architects their business, and he 
thought that what he had to say would be best expressed by 
explanatory remarks on the slides as they were projected upon 
the screen.) 

Careful as many Architects are in the design and construc-
tion of buildings, as far as fire-resistant qualities are concerned, 
there have been numerous cases in which a better state of things 
might have been assured, and he said that too much importance 
could not be placed on the fact that it is most desirable, from 
the point of view of the professional "fire-fighter," that a build-
ing should be so constructed as to be sufficiently "fire-resisting" 
to prevent undue destruction before the arrival of assistance. 

He exhibited an interesting diagram illustrating the varia-
tion of the water pressure at the Head Station on Eastern Hill- 
the most elevated point in the City—which indicated that about 
three o'clock a.m. the highest pressure (70 pounds) existed, and 
that by about 9 a.m. this had been reduced to 30 pounds ; after 
that, it gradually rose and then fluctuated during the remainder 
of the day. 

Dealing with the history of "Fire-fighting," he shewed a 
slide of one of the old manual fire engines which illustrated the 
appliance at work on the bank of "The Serpentine," London, and 
he made humorous allusions to the name by which the machine 
was known when it was introduced. 

Slides illustrating various buildings which had been 
damaged in the great fire which occurred in Melbourne on 21st 
November, 1897, were exhibited, and it was pointed out that 
brick walls do not afford much resistance to fire when they are 
associated with unprotected iron or steel beams, for as soon as 
these beams become softened, instead of strengthening the walls 
or even simply falling to the ground, they actually have the effect 
of tearing the walls down and so cause perhaps, greater damage 
than would be the case were wood girders used. 

He said that after a fire had subsided and the operation of 
razing the walls was commenced, it was found, in many in- 

[stances 
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stances, that the taking of the walls down was really a rather 
difficult matter, as they were usually very hard to move if the 
original construction had been well executed. 

He also pointed out that enrichments, such as terminals and 
other elaborate ornamental features of a similar nature, become 
in the case of a fire, extremely dangerous to those who may be 
engaged in the fighting of it. Usually they are not securely tied 
to the main walls and so it requires very little to upset them. As 
instances, he mentioned the dangerous condition of those on 
"Fink's Building" in the great Melbourne fire. Embellishments 
of this kind, are among the first to disappear in the event of a 
fire. 

Next, several photographs shewing the destruction caused 
by the great fire at "Hordern's" in Sydney, were shewn and the 
fact that the large arches in the south wall at the George Street 
building had resisted destruction to a remarkable degree was 
particularly drawn attention to. In the Melbourne fire, one build-
ing was destroyed in the very short space of one minute (that 
was "Lincoln Stuart's") ; the damage was done, not so much by 
the actual heat, as by the falling of the walls of Sargood's ware-
house upon it, which crushed it completely, 

A slide which shewed that a fair amount of resistance is 
afforded by the use of beams and girders of wood, was very 
interesting. These, though charred, were of course, not bent, 
as would have been the case had they been of iron or steel, and 
they still supported a considerable load, but they did not put any 
undue strain upon the walls of the building and therefore did 
not tend to damage the structure. (Although the lecturer desired 
it to be distinctly understood that he did not recommend wood for 
such- positions, yet it certainly appeared to be, under some circum-
stances, preferable to unprotected steel; where the steel was 
protected by concrete, the resistance was very much greater.) 

Another slide shewed the manner in which a fire had been 
conducted from one building to another by means of roof prin-
cipals of wood which passed through the walls. 

Although at one time, an abnormally tall building rendered 
any effectual dealing with a fire a very difficult matter, such was 
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hardly the case now, as when constructed in the modern manner, 
these lofty structures are almost "fire-stations" in themselves; 
there is little in them to burn except the contents, and the instal-
lation of sprinklers, and the provision of water piping of ample 
capacity and of properly arranged hose in appropriate positions, 
renders them almost immune. 

An example in which an unprotected "fire-escape stair," 
crossing unprotected window or other openings in a wall, had 
become actually a menace, was shewn. Fire escape staircases, 
frequently provide an easy means for the entry of burglars, but 
they are seldom of much use in case of fire. 

Several interesting examples of what might be termed 
"natural corbelling" in brick, were shewn. In some of these, the 
brickwork exhibited "oversailing" to a considerable extent, the 
result of large portions having fallen away during the conflagra-
tion. This afforded an "object-lesson" regarding the strength 
of corbelled brickwork when the work of the brick layer had been 
honestly executed. 

It was mentioned, that in the case of the fire which some 
years ago, destroyed the Prahran Town Hall, the outbreak 
occurred in the roof, the source of it not being apparent from 
the outside, and it could not have been reached if it had been 
known, consequently the whole roof collapsed before the firemen 
knew that anything like a fire existed under it. 

When shewing the photograph of the "Mutual Store," the 
lecturer stated that this building, although in what was prac-
tically the centre of the fire, had been almost uninjured, most of 
the damage done to it having been occasioned by water. Its con-
parative immunity had been ensured principally by the provision 
of gauze wire shutters to the windows and by the systematic 
installation of sprinklers. As an illustration of the manner in 
which a crowd will hamper the work of firemen, a slide shewing 
portion of the crowd of spectators at Hordern's fire was shewn. 

The lecturer stated that he was, some time ago, looking 
through one of the large factories of Melbourne in which there 

[was 
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was a very considerable amount of valuable machinery in a 
rather flimsy building. On enquiring why a more suitable struc-
ture had not been provided for machinery of such value, it was 
explained to him that the business had been built up from a very 
small beginning; that had been rendered possible only by the 
devoting of the whole of the profits to the expansion of the busi-
ness; if the money had been sunk in expensive buildings there 
could have been no such growth. That appeared to be a complete 
answer. 

Among the more obscure causes of fires, the following were 
mentioned :- 

(1) The existence of cupboards under staircases. These 
become too frequently, mere receptacles for rubbish, 
which being "out of sight" is "out of mind." Many of 
the worst fires have been found to be due to this and 
similar causes. 

(2) Workmen's pipes left alight in their  coat pockets have 
often caused fires, and in factories or other places in 
which numbers of men are engaged, a metal lined 
locker for their coats should be provided. 

(3) In theatres, out of date programmes and other printed 
matter are frequently stored in any odd corner in which 
they will be out of sight and out of the road. Such 
materials should be destroyed promptly as soon as they 
are finished with, instead of being hoarded up. 

(4) Greasy rags should not be allowed to accumulate in 
any corner. 

(5) Unprotected lift wells. The doors of lift wells should 
be properly protected. 

(6) Lift shafts carried up to and terminating under the 
roof. Such lift wells cannot be reached by the fire-
fighters; they act as flues and powerful draught 
creators, and as the point which it may be desired to 
reach cannot be reached, or even seen, from the out-
side, they constitute a grave danger. 
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(7) Sparks from burning chimneys may be blown into the 
roofs of the adjoining buildings, under the corruga-
tions of the iron or under faulty flashings. 

To assist in the prevention of fires, the following hints were 
given :- 

(1) Fire-resisting doors of either wood or glass (ordinary 
or "armoured" plate) are recommended, and the 
wooden doors, if covered with thin sheet steel, will 
sometimes resist fire for an hour. 
(The doors should be those known as "Fire-Under-
writers' Doors," which are usually constructed of 
"three-ply" wood with the grain crossed, and covered 
with seamed jointed thin sheet steel, tinned.) 

(2) Windows should be glazed with "armoured glass," or 
wire gauze external shutters should be provided. 

(3) Chemical appliances should be installed. (Some of the 
chemical appliances are really good ; they produce a 
heavy smoke which displaces the air, and the fire, being 
deprived of oxygen, becomes smothered.) Hand chemi-
cal extinguishers are effective; the Fire Brigade is 
already supervising about 12,000 of these appliances 
and in addition to those, many others are in existence. 

(4) "Fire-hose" 21 inches in diameter should be provided 
in buildings. (Smaller hose is not more economical, 
as it is subject to a heavy duty, whereas "fire-hose" is 
free. 

(5) Water pipes 21 inches in diameter should be installed 
in the building. A liberal size is essential because all 
iron pipes become in time choked with sludge and rust. 
The lecturer stated that he had seen a three inch water 
pipe which had become fouled to such an extent, that 
daylight could not be discerned through it! From that, 
it would be obvious that it was good policy to err on 
the large side. 

(6) By a comprehensive system of automatic water 
sprinklers. Some of the finest old buildings in Eng-

[land 
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land adopt sprinklers and any person who supplies 
sprinklers which will come into action by reason of 
the heat of the weather, is at fault. 

In proportion to its size, Melbourne possesses a greater num-
ber of street fire alarms and is better protected than any other 
city in the world, and every one of these fire alarms is visited 
and tested every day. 

Regarding life-saving appliances, it was stated that experi-
ence seemed to indicate that any height exceeding ninety feet does 
not appear satisfactory for a "Fire Escape" ladder and that 
bearing that in mind, the Metropolitan Brigade has adopted that 
limit for its appliances; to assist in life saving above that height 
it was now possible to project a line over the tallest building in 
Melbourne for life saving purposes. 

The provision of mechanical means of transport had greatly 
improved the efficiency of the Fire Brigade. There have been 
no horses used in the Melbourne Brigade since the year 1916. 
In London horses were utilised until about three years ago, and 
in New York the use of them has only comparatively recently 
been abandoned, so that in this city we are not so very far 
behind. 

Mr. H. W. Tompkins (F.), in proposing a vote of thanks to 
the lecturer, remarked that since the great Melbourne fire in 1897 
the building regulations had been made so stringent that there 
is now much less risk of danger than there was thirty years ago. 
That fire seemed to have been the starting point of the revival 
of building which followed the slack times resulting from the 
financial collapse. 

Mr. E. Evan Smith (F.) seconded the motion. He asked 
whether the fusing of electric wires had any influence in the 
origin of the cases mentioned in which fires had broken out 
between the ceiling and the roof of a building. If it had been 
ascertained that such was the case, a reason for the exposing of 
wires instead of concealing them might be provided. He also 
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thought that frequently the hose provided in buildings is handled 
in an improper manner when a fire occurs, with the result that 
kinks are formed in it and the free passage of the water is pre-
vented. When in Queensland, he had adopted a rubber hose which 
had been found to act more satisfactorily. Sprinklers, he con-
sidered good, but they are so sensitive that they are likely to be 
affected by the heat of the weather in summer; probably "thermo-
static alarms" would prove better, as by their aid a fire could be 
localised immediately. 

The vote of thanks was passed unanimously. 

Mr. Wilkins, in replying, said that in at least one case, 
fusing of wires had been the cause of an outbreak, as the beads 
of copper, which an examination of the wires revealed, indicated 
that an arc had been formed ; but he thought that the electric 
current was very often unjustly blamed. Another cause of the 
occurrence of fires in roofs was the entry of birds; these built 
nests there and thus introduced a quantity of inflammable 
material. This was a prolific cause of danger, especially after 
a chimney fire. Rubber hose containing water is good, but is 
not an unqualified success, and it is costly to maintain. The 
"hydraulic Reel" never became popular, in consequence of its 
unreliability. Hose should not be kept in an ordinary cradle, 
as that is conducive to kinking, whereas when it is laid in the 
form of the figure 8, it opens out easily, and possessing no sharp 
corners it does not kink. He had nothing to say against the 
"thermostat." All of these may be good, although some are 
better than others. Many of them are really excellent when well 
maintained, but they are expensive to maintain. Imperfectly 
maintained, they constitute a menace. 

Any person who supplies sprinklers which come into action 
under the influence of the heat of the weather, is at fault. 

One of the worst fires which he had to deal with occurred 
in Broken Hill Chambers. There an "electrical" fire started, 
not in the ceiling, but in the basement. In any place in which 
the leads were carried throughout the building without protec- 

tion 
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tion by fuses, a tremendous horse power would be developed 
in the event of a "short circuit" occurring. A very severe deton-
ation would take place and the heat generated might be 
sufficiently intense to melt the porcelain. In the case referred to 
the fire in the basement had been extinguished by the Brigade 
which then discovered that the roof was burning, the fire having 
been carried up the lift well to it and and the task of subduing 
it was a very difficult one. 

R.V.I.A. EXAMINATION NOTES 

It has been decided by the Council that Students who hold 
the Diploma of The Atelier of Architecture or "Pass Cer-
tificates" for the three years' course, will be allowed to submit 
their studies as probationary work for the R.V.I.A. Examination 
(as at present), and that they will be exempt from sitting at 
such Examination for "History and Characteristics of the Styles 
of Architecture," "Mouldings, Features and Ornament," Geomet-
ric and Perspective Drawing," "Drawing and Designing," 
"Planning and Arrangement." The above to take effect in 1928. 



THE LIBRARY• 

INCE the publication of the previous number of the 
Journal the following Journals and Magazines have been 
added to the library. 

JOURNAL OF THE R.LB.A.—In the number for 
August 15th is a paper entitled "The Architect in His-

tory" which was read by Mr. Martin S. Briggs, also an abstract 
of a lecture by Mr. J. D. Batten on "Mural Painting." There is 
also the Report of the joint committee of the R.I.B.A. and The 
Association of Architects, Surveyors and Technical Assistants; 
this deals with "Overcrowding of the Architectural Profession" 
and it should prove interesting to all those who are concerned 
in the training of young men for the Profession. The Report 
offers some pertinent comments upon the growing fashion of 
employment of temporary officers by Government Departments 
and Municipal Authorities, and it suggests that steps should be 
taken to alleviate the hardships which that practice sometimes 
brings in its train. An illustrated article on "The Sculpture in 
St. Stephen's Cathedral, Vienna," and Part 2 of the paper of Mr. 
Briggs on "The Architect in History" will be found in the same 
number. The issue for October 17th last contains a paper by 
Hope Bagenal on "Designing for Musical Tone," Part 3 of "The 
Architect in History," and it chronicles the names of Members 
who were elected at the meeting on November 30, 1925. The 
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first number of Vol. 23 (Nov. 7, 1925) contains the Inaugural 
Address of the President, Mr. Guy Dawber, and a paper on 
"The Sociological Basis of Architecture" which treats on the 
evolution of the different types of vocations and of those who follow 
them, from the time of Primitive Man. Another paper of great 
interest on "The Architect and His City" by Dr. Raymond 
Unwin, will be found in the Journal for 21st November, 1925. 
The number for 5th December has a well illustrated paper on 
Modern Tendencies in French Architecture." 

ARCHITECTURE (Sydney) for September contains an 
article on "The Autographing of Australian Buildings" and also 
gives an address on "Canberra, Past and Present," by Sir Chas. 
Rosenthal, K.C.B., A.R.I.B.A. (In connection with this address, 
it may not be out of place to suggest a correction regarding the 
list of Federal Politicians who were concerned in the initiatory 
proceedings relating to the Federal Capital.) 

Among those who are named, is The Hon. Alfred Deakin, 
who is inadvertently referred to as "Sir Alfred Deakin." (The 
late Alfred Deakin would not accept a title.) 

The number for October contains an illustration of "The 
First Peal of Bells cast and tuned in New South Wales." These 
were cast by Messrs. John Danks & Sons as a chime for the 
church at Mullewa, W.A. There are five bells in the peal. 

(It may be mentioned as an interesting fact that the first 
peal of bells cast in Australia, was cast by the late Mr. J. W. 
Horwood at the Albion Foundry, Castlemaine, Victoria. Those 
bells were cast for and are hung in the tower of the Public Offices, 
Bendigo, Victoria.) A page of City buildings under construction, 
a paper on the effect of wind on buildings, and one on "Small 
Scale Sewage Disposal," complete the number. 

In the issue for November appears an article on "The Archi-
tecture of Cities" by Norman Weekes, A.R.I.B.A., also articles 
on "The Electric Passenger Elevator," "Reinforced Concrete and 
Fire Resistance," and on "The Cracking of Concrete." 
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The issue for December contains a lecture by Prof. E. G. 
Waterhouse on "The Garden and The Home," with photographs 
of the home of the lecturer. 

"JOURNAL OF THE NEW ZEALAND INSTITUTE OF 
ARCHITECTS."—The September number has a paper entitled 
"The Types of Residence in New York and Environs" by Prof. 
C. R. Knight (N.Z. University). 

The Journal of The American Institute of Architects for 
October contains an illustrated article on "A Little Tour in 
Spain," two sketches by W. Pope Barry and an article entitled 
"How Shall the Established Architect Insure his Practice?" 

THE ARCHITECTURAL REVIEW (London).—The Oct. 
issue illustrates "The Foundling Hospital" and has an illustrated 
article on "Queen Margaret, of Lincoln Minster," and "The 
Wireless Station at Nauen." In the November number, "Notes 
on the Zoning Laws of New York," with. illustrations (sketch 
designs by Hugh Ferris) are given, and there is also an illus-
trated article on "The Italian Foreign Office and one on Modern 
Decorative Art." 

"THE BUILDER" (London).—In the number for 2nd and 
9th October "The Sculptural Work of T. J. Clapperton" is dealt 
with and the latter number contains designs by students of The 
School of Architecture of The Liverpool University, also illus-
trations relating to the Town-Planning Conference at Canter-
bury. October 16th presents further designs by students of The 
Liverpool University School of Architecture, a Town-Planning 
Scheme for Oxford, and illustrations of "Vigo House," Regent 
Street, London. In the following issue we are given "Alterations 
and Additions to the late Lord Leverhulme's Bungalow," illus-
trations of "The Liberal Jewish Synagogue, London," an 
Abstract of a Lecture on "The Relationship between Design and 
Construction in Architecture," and an illustrated article on "The 
Santa Barbara Earthquake." The issue of October 30 contains 
illustrations of "The Royal Veterinary College," Camden Town, 
N. 

[The 
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"THE AMERICAN ARCHITECT."—In the number for 
September 23rd will be found articles on "Interior Architecture," 
"The Rendering of Perspectives of Interiors" and an article on 
"Practical Daylight Calculation for Vertical Windows." On 
October 5th are illustrated articles on "The Tribune Building, 
Chicago," "The Santa Barbara Earthquake," "The New 
Embassy Theatre," New York, and "A Doorway in Seville." On 
October 20, "The Clara Ford Nurses' Home," Detroit, additional 
"Working Photographs" by J. R. Pope and "Interior Architec-
ture" are illustrated, and there are articles on "Zoning and 
Architecture" and on "Tornado Resisting Construction." In the 
number for 5th November are illustrated articles on "Landscape 
Architecture," "Interior Architecture," "Spanish Architecture," 
and an article on "The Sound Insulating Properties of Partition 
Walls." 

The number for November 20th introduces illustrations of 
Barcelona Cathedral, "The Pacific Gas and Electric Building," 
and further illustrations of "Interior Architecture." 
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ALONG THE BYE-PATHS 

Travelling Members.—Among members who have been 
abroad and have returned are Messrs. H. J. Kerr (F.) , F. Bruce 
Kemp (A.), W. O. McCutcheon (A.), and L. D. San Miguel (A.). 
During his stay in Great Britain, Mr. Kerr visited a large num-
ber of places, including Newcastle-on-Tyne, where he attended 
the Architectural Conference. Mr. Kemp, after an absence of 
four years, has returned to go into partnership with his uncle, 
Mr. H. H. Kemp. 

Mr. R. H. Alsop (F.) , who has been away about twelve 
months, is expected to return towards the end of January. 

Mr. W. O. McCutcheon has been absent for about three 
years in England, France, and other parts of the Continent, and 
in America. 

Mr. W. P. Page.--Mr. Page (A.) is congratulated upon 
having been elected an Associate of the R.I.B.A. 

Sir John Y. W. MacAlister, F.S.A.—Sir John MacAlister, 
who was the father of Mr. Ian MacAlister, Secretary of the 
Royal Institute of British Architects, has recently passed away. 
Sir John was Secretary of the Royal Society of Medicine. We 
have to express our sympathy with Mr. Ian MacAlister. 
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An Australian Student in London.—Miss Doris Lewis, a 
pupil of the old firm of Klingender and Alsop, has gained a 
"Travelling Studentship which carries a Gold Medal and a sum 
of £250, and also a Silver Medal in connection with the recent 
R.I.B.A. Competitions. (It is probable that the Scholarship (the 
Gold Medal and £250) is the "Alfred Bossom Scholarship," of the 
Royal Institute of British Architects, which is awarded "for the 
Encouragement and Study of Commercial Architecture in 
America.") 

We have to congratulate Miss Lewis upon her brilliant suc-
cess, and we also congratulate Messrs. F. L. Klingender (F.) 
and R. H. Alsop (F.) on the attainments of their distinguished 
pupil. 

ARCHITECTURAL COMPETITION FOR 
AUSTRALIAN NATIONAL MEMORIAL 
TO BE ERECTED AT VILLERS - BRE- 
TONNEUX, FRANCE 

The closing date for submission of designs in connection 
with this competition is extended to 31st May, 1926. 

T. TRUMBLE, Secretary. 

Department of Defence, Melbourne. 
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