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MINUTES 

HE ordinary General meeting of the Institute was held 
at the Rooms, 527 Collins Street, Melbourne, on Tues-
day, October 6th, at 8p.m. 

Chair.—Mr. P. B. Hudson (President) occupied the 
chair. 

Apologies.— Apologies for non-attendance were received 
from Messrs. K. A. Henderson (F.) and Arthur Peck (F.). 

Minutes.— The minutes of the previous ordinary meeting 
and those of the Special Meeting held on July 15th were read and 
confirmed. 

Ballot.— Messrs. Carleton (A.) and Parkes (A.) were ap-
pointed scrutineers to conduct a ballot, when Messrs. D. W. 
Crawford and W. A. Drummond (Associate) were elected as 
Fellows and Messrs. V. A. Coronel, J. A. Drake, E. Gunn, K. F. 
King, H. W. McIver, J. W. Parry, and G. A. Soilleux were elected 
Associates. 

The following announcements were made by the President: 
Overseas Shipping Scholarship.—A promise had been re-

ceived from the Overseas Shipping Companies that the Scholar-
ship, free passage to England would be extended to Architectural 
Diploma Students at the Melbourne University. 

Dinner to Sir Frank Heath.— The Allied Societies had 
decided to entertain Sir Frank Heath, K.C.B., at dinner on 15th 
October. Sir Frank Heath was an eminent organizer of Science 
and Industrial Research in England who was visiting Australia 
at the invitation of the Commonwealth Government to enquire 
into the organization of the Institute of Science and Industry 
here. 

Representation on the Health Commission.-The Council 
considered the Institute should be directly represented on the 
Health Commission and had taken steps to secure the nomina-
tion of one of its members. A deputation was to wait upon 
the Minister of Health (Dr. Argyle) on the following Friday 
morning. 
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Reinforced Concrete Board.—With reference to the Board 
in connection with Reinforced Concrete Regulations, the Council 
considered that as the profession was so vitally interested, the 
Institute should have a representative upon the Board. They 
had therefore requested the Government to consider their claims 
when the appointment of the Board was under consideration, 
but he regretted that the Government appeared to have ignored 
them. Mr. Evan Smith, who was a member of the Council, was 
on the Board, but he was there, not as the Institute nominee, but 
as representing a Government Department. 

Prime Costing.—The Master Builders had approached the 
Council with a complaint that some of the members of the 
R.V.I.A. were not honouring the agreement in connection with 
prime costs. The Hon. Secretary had been instructed to write 
to the Master Builders' Association asking them for definite 
information, upon receipt of which, the Council would make 
enquiries. 

Metropolitan Hospital Appeal.—The Appeal on behalf of 
the Hospital Fund was placed before the meeting, the circular 
letter from the Lord Mayor being read, together with a proposed 
circular to members of the Institute, which the President sug-
gested should be issued. 

Mr. P. A. Oakley (F.) moved that the President's suggestion 
be adopted. He believed all members assisted the Charities 
individually, but it would be a good thing to forward their contri-
butions through the Institute. Mr. W. S. P. Godfrey seconded 
the motion, which was carried. 

Town Planning Commission.—A suggestion had been made 
that the Institute should urge the Government to grant further 
financial assistance to the Town Planning Commission. Those 
who had followed the activities of the Commission were grateful 
to the members for the wonderful work they had already done, 
but that work had not been completed. Perhaps the most 
important part remained still to be done and without the neces-
sary financial assistance much of it could not be. He would, 
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therefore, move "that the R.V.I.A. urge the Victorian Govern-
ment to grant the necessary financial assistance to the Metro-
politan Town Planning Commission to enable them to complete 
the valuable work entrusted to them by Parliament. Mr. 
W. A. M. Blackett (F.) seconded. 

Mr. R, B. Hamilton (A.) supported the motion, and said that 
it would be a pity if the Town Planning Commission were not 
re-appointed for an extended term as otherwise much of the 
work so well commenced would remain in an unfinished state. 
The motion was carried. 

Death of Mr. Web. Gilbert.— Mr. W. A. M. Blackett drew 
attention to the loss the artistic and intellectual community of 
Australia had suffered through the death of Mr. Web. Gilbert, 
and suggested "that the Institute record its sorrow at the death 
of Mr. Web. Gilbert, and forward a letter of condolence to the 
widow and relatives in their bereavement." Mr. Geo. R. King 
(F.) supported the proposal, and at the suggestion of the Pre-
sident, a vote of sympathy was passed by members standing in 
silence. 

Overseas Shipping Scholarship.—Mr. P. A. Oakley sug-
gested that a letter be forwarded to the Overseas Shipping Com-
panies thanking them for their generosity in granting a free 
passage to England to the winner of the Architectural 
Scholarship. 

The President explained the offer was not to the winner of 
the Scholarship. It was a University nomination. The Shipping 
Companies at present granted a free passage to University grad-
uates and the privilege obtained by the Institute was in the 
word "graduate" being extended to cover Architectural Students 
who were not graduates. 

Mr. G. R. King asked if the privilege extended to Atelier 
Students as well. The President said that it did. The Hon. Secre-
tary had already written to the Shipping Companies in the terms 
suggested by Mr. Oakley. 

[Mr. 
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Mr. King wished to stress the opportunity of recognising 
the Atelier Students as against the Junior Students. The Atelier 
Student had had an opportunity of being prepared for travel, 
and it was unwise for a young man to travel before becoming 
fitted to take full advantage of this travel. 

Reinforced Concrete Board.—Mr. W. S. P. Godfrey (F.) 
asked if Mr. Evan Smith had been appointed to the Concrete 
Board without consultation with the Institute and whether he did 
not represent the Institute. The President said that the Govern-
ment had not consulted the Institute in any way although the 
Council requested that they should be consulted and allowed to 
make a nomination. Mr. Smith was head of a Government 
Department and was presumably a Government nominee. It was 
quite right and proper that Mr. Smith should be appointed to the 
Board but in addition they should have had a member directly 
representing the Institute. 

Mr. Godfrey said Mr. Smith would be a very excellent man 
on the Board, but at the same time one of the functions of the 
Board would probably be to allocate responsibility. That respon-
sibility would probably fall upon private practising Architects 
and the arguments put forward by a Government servant with-
out responsibility could not be put forward with the same power 
as they would have if voiced by a private Architect. 

The President said his object in mentioning the subject at 
the meeting had been that the Council had given a good deal 
of time to the matter and the Emergency Committee felt that 
the members should know that it had not been passed over 
lightly. They had made every effort as it was a matter of vital 
interest to practising Architects. 

The President then called on Mr. J. A. Smith to deliver his 
lecture on "A Solution of Melbourne's Civic Centre Problem." 
After the lecture a vote of thanks was proposed by Mr. Oakley 
seconded by Mr. Godfrey, supported by Messrs. King and 
Blackett, and carried with acclamation. (The Lecture, together 
with discussion, appears elsewhere in the Journal.) 

The meeting then closed. 
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ASOLUTION OF MELBOURNE'S 
CIVIC CENTRE PROBLEM 

(A Lecture delivered before the members of the Royal Victorian 
Institute of Architects on 6th October, 1925, by 

Jas. Alex. Smith, Esq.) 

HE Lecture was prolifically illustrated by lantern slides, 
and the lecturer said that he would deal with the sub-
ject conversationally, leaving the lantern views to tell 
the story. 

The matter was one of city-planning, and in that 
art and science there were certain relative axioms which he 
would ask the audience to keep in mind :- 

(a) Reject as little as possible of the existent. 
(b) Use as much of that which exists as possible. 
(c) Ascertain the plan which may have evolved in a city 

which has not been constructed on a pre-determined 
plan. 

It goes without saying that, given a clear sheet and un-
limited capital almost anything could be done on any site; but 
that is not scientific planning. It would be misdirected effort to 
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spend ten, twenty or more millions upon merely effecting a 
change of plan without commensurate return. 

It would be found that a very definite scheme had in fact, 
evolved in the lay-out of the metropolis, and it would also be 
found that a very definite focus of traffic and intensive use had 
come into being. 

In aboriginal time a crossing over the Yarra existed where 
Prince's Bridge now is. In 1843 a punt was installed ; in 1850 
that was replaced by a timber bridge, and in 1854 by a noble 
masonry arch of 150 feet span—the first "Prince's Bridge." 
This, within a score and a half of years was replaced by the 
present structure. To this crossing converged all the principal 
arteries of the metropolis, even of the State—roads to the Port 
and wharves, the Gippsland, Lilydale, Toorak, Heidelberg, 
Sydney, Bendigo, Geelong and other roads all found their com-
mon focus there. 

The early railway companies also recognised the centrality 
of the place. The Melbourne and Hobson's Bay Company, in 
1854, built its station close to the bridge and to the ;west ; in 
1858, the Melbourne and Suburban Company followed with a 
station to the east. The views of the stations shewn had an 
historic value, and a practical one also, for the photograph of 
the eastern station, taken from the roof of Young & Jackson's 
Hotel, during the great flood of 1863, shewed the whole of the 
Jolimont flats as an extensive lake. Although the danger of 
recurrence had been entirely removed by the widening, deepen-
ing and rectification of the course of the river, the low level of 
the land was made manifest as was also the reason why, at that 
time, it had been treated as of no value. 

The early trams had naturally converged to the same point 
and the most intensive of the functions of the city had con-
centrated about it. 

Here, then, was the chief characteristic of Melbourne's 
evolved plan--a rail, road, and tram focus, with radial connec- 
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tions to outlying areas and municipalities. That system is recog-
nisedly the best, when it can be applied, and it well sufficed for 
the city of the past. But, with increase of population and par-
ticularly with the increased use of road vehicles by the popula-
tion, a time is reached at which, in any city, the resultant con-
gestion requires revision of methods. 

The problem in St. Louis, U.S.A., at the chief bridge across 
the Mississippi, was strikingly similar. The traffic flows, illus-
trated by the slide, were proportionate in width to the volume 
and made the similarity clear. New York, Philadelphia, Chicago, 
and all other cities of rapid growth and of high business activity, 
are facing the same issue. 

The further axioms have thence arisen :- 
(a) That a focal centre of interchange is desirable. 
(b) But this is now only possible by segregating the 

forms of traffic, and by conducting them at different 
levels. 

In other cities, the desideratum had been, or was being, 
secured by excavation at colossal cost. In Melbourne, nature 
has accomplished the work. That which has been looked upon 
as a disability, proves to be one of the greatest assets of the 
community. 

The illustrative slide is from an aerial photograph from the 
south of the river, looking north-easterly over the Flinders St. 
Station, the Jolimont Railway Yards, and the city. It renders 
the extreme inadequacy of the station site manifest, whilst the 
possibilities of the great low level area of about 80 acres at 
Jolimont, are equally obvious (Fig. 2) . 

At Flinders Street, by reason of the abrupt difference in 
levels, the extension of the city is checked as if by a sword cut. 
The north and south streets are denied their natural connections 
to the south, the east, and the south-east, and a great volume of 
traffic is distorted and diverted from its true channels—and at 
great cost to the community, by reason of the increase of distance 

[and 
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and time—to cross the river at Prince's Bridge, or to thus enter 
the riverside artery to the east—Batman Avenue. 

Continuing, the lecturer said that when he was a boy, the 
principal streets were in fact continued to the river. The private 
railway companies then existent possessed sufficient influence to 
prevent these becoming the rivals which they would otherwise 
have been to the railways. After the purchase of the lines by 
the Government, little by little, the public land was absorbed 
and devoted to railway purposes of a minor character, such as 
were or could be conducted in no other city on centrally placed 
areas of so great a value. 

Mr. Smith said that so far as the general purpose of his 
scheme was concerned, it could be described in a very few words. 
The area concerned is that bounded by Swanston Street, Flinders 
Street, and Wellington Parade, Jolimont Street, and its continua-
tion to the river, thence by Batman Avenue, to the point of 
commencement. The lower level of the area (which is approci-
mately 80 acres in extent) is practically dead level. 

Part of it, bounded by Flinders and Swanston Streets, could 
be used as a central suburban railway station, with the main 
entrance at Swanston Street. The provision made would suffice 
for a city containing a population of not less than two millions. 
It would constitute the necessary railway focus, or point of 
interchange—or clearing house—at which a passenger from any 
point of the metropolis could reach any other point served by 
the railways or secondary trams. Such railway activities as 
may be of sufficient importance to warrant their retention at a 
central point would also be conducted in conjunction with the 
station. Further, it is imperative that there must be, in the 
near future, railway stations and connections serving also the 
northern areas of the city, and it is eminently desirable that they 
should be underground ; the proposed new station offers almost 
ideal conditions of level for tunnel connections. 

The necessity for the provision of great garage areas which 
shall not interfere with surface activities, and which shall also 
be immediately adjacent to the traffic centre of the city, has 
become vital; the low level area provides an adequate site for 
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such. The remaining portion of the eighty acres would be avail-
able for cool storage or for any other purpose for which a con-
stant temperature and ready accessibility are advantageous. The 
station and garages would be served not only from the existing 
city levels, but at the lower level from Batman Avenue and by 
a low level bridge (already proposed) above Prince's Bridge. 
In that way, the whole of the road traffic via Swan Street, Bat-
man and the river Avenues, together with that from the southern 
suburbs which may be intended for the railways or the garages, 
would reach its destination without the necessity of either cross-
ing Prince's Bridge or entering the city at all. So much for the 
sub-level area. The further section of the scheme is intended 
to shew how an additional area of 80 acres-160 acres in all— 
may be made available at the present city street levels. The 
illustrative slides shew the upper and lower level survey figures, 
and pictorial slides from negatives taken from "Clivedon," from 
the corner of Spring and Flinders Streets (Figs. 4 and 5), and 
at Prince's Bridge (Fig. 3), make entirely obvious the fact that 
the city level is so far above the lower level (to which it descends 
quite vertically) , that all railway operations can be—and are now 
being-conducted below the Flinders and Swanston Street levels. 

In order that the upper area of 80 acres may be utilised, 
it is proposed to continue Spring and Russell Streets and Collins 
Place at the present city level to an elevated road parallel with 
Batman Avenue and connecting with Swanston Street at the 
level of that street, at Prince's Bridge, and with Swan Street 
and Batman Avenue at Swan Street, by a ramp of small grade. 
Intermediate ramps at right angles to the line of the extended 
streets, would also connect the upper and lower Batman Avenues 
(Fig. 1). 

A city level extension of Wellington Parade and Jolimont 
Street, connecting with the Upper Batman Avenue, would com-
plete the "frame" of the city extension at city level. It is pro-
posed that the spaces between such extended streets, and between 
intersecting streets to be formed also, shall be occupied by city 

[buildings 
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buildings. 	These buildings would in all cases be steel or re- 
inforced concrete structures, such as are at present under 
construction in Melbourne. The supporting columns would be 
carried down to the foundations (easily reached) at the lower 
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Fig. 1.—KEY PLAN, 
shewing :- 

(a) 80 acres to be 
reclaimed at 
Railway Lower 
Level and adap-
ted to:- 
( i.) Central 
Suburban Rail-
way Centre. 
( ii.) Garages. 
(iii.) Cold Stor-
a g e, Markets, 
and similar uses. 

(b) 80 acres at Upper 
or City Level, to 
be utilised for 
the extension of 
the City (shewn 
hatched). 

(c) Widening of Flinders Street, Swanston Street (into a traffic and City 
Square), and Batman Avenue (duplicated at an upper and lower 
level), and the extension of existing north to south streets over 
the railway and other activities. 

(d) River front available for public buildings. 
(A) Direction from which Fig. 2 was photographed. 
(B) Direction from which Fig. 3 was photographed. 
(C) Directions from which Figs. 4 and 5 were photographed. 
(D) Site of Low Level Station Entrance connecting direct with Rich-

mond via Batman Avenue, and with the northern trans-river muni-
cipalities via a low level bridge. 
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level in accordance with a general plan which would secure non-
interference with the sub-level activities, and the ground floors 
of such buildings at city street levels would, together with the 
street extension viaducts, form the roof or ceiling over the sub-
level activities. 

The plan provides for the widening of Flinders Street, the 
widening of Swanston Street between the Bridge and Flinders 
Street—that is, opposite to the Cathedral—into a square at the 
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entrance to the city, which would, with its flanking buildings, 
form an adequate portal and at the same time, a traffic distri-
buting area. 

Mr. Smith remarked that whilst the scheme was "big," it 
was simple. 	Its feasibility had been recognised; but actual 
examples of such work which had been successfully executed 
elsewhere, always gave confidence to non-professional adminis-
trators and others. Such an example was afforded by the New 
York Central Terminus. In that instance, 40 acres of city land 
were acquired by purchase, were excavated to such a depth 
(about 60 feet) that at the lower level a great long-distance 
station could be constructed; over that, a second (suburban) 
station ; above that, the city streets and city buildings were 
arranged for. Part of the excavation was in rock, part was in 
silt in which deep piling was necessary, and in portions of the 
work long tunnelling had to be resorted to in order to get the 
railways down to the lower levels. All these works were costly 
in the extreme. No preliminary work of that kind was needed 
in Melbourne. The slides exhibited shewed the progress of the 
operations and of the march of the great buildings of New York 
over the station area and above the two-decked station. 

The next group of slides shewed the work in actual progress 
and also the plans for their continuation, in order to secure the 
same end in Philadelphia. 

Still another series of views shewed the similar proposal 
for the city of Chicago outlined in recent plans for the improve-
ment of that city which had been determined upon by the 
authorities there. 

The lecturer said that he would again emphasise the recog-
nition which had been extended to the axiom that in great cities 
under modern traffic conditions, the retention of foci and the 
conduct of traffic at different levels is essential. 

In adverting to a number of slides illustrating competitive 
designs for the Federal Capital at Canberra, Mr. Smith said that 
his duties as an adjudicator upon the plans which had been sub-
mitted in world-wide competition, had brought home to him, in 
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a vivid manner, the absolutely different ends which had been 
arrived at by men of great capacity who had been working upon 
the same data. He thought that in the actual details for the 
utilisation of an area of 80 acres it was possible that many men 
might have many ideas, and ideas of value. Such men should 
be given their opportunity. 

Turning to the aesthetic side of the scheme, Mr. Smith said 
the possibilities of a water front more than 40 feet above the 
Yarra, and overlooking the river avenues, the river, the Govern-
ment House Domain, the world-famed Botanical Gardens, and 
outflanked by the Fitzroy Gardens and Yarra Park, could hardly 
be over estimated. The visibility, too, was surprisingly great; 
a panoramic slide from a cycloramic photograph, taken from the 
lower roof of Government House, shewed that buildings on the 
front, overlooking a concourse and the river, would dominate the 
Yarra Valley for many miles inland and as far as the sea. Other 
slides of work elsewhere and of a local design for a Civic Hall 
by Messrs. Nicholls & Pynor, demonstrated that there was oppor-
tunity to secure to Melbourne an Architectural river front as 
noble and as beautiful as any other on this earth. 

Adverting to the financial side of the matter, the Iecturer 
said that this was, of course, all important. It was difficult to 
say what land concessions in such circumstances were worth, 
for the simple reason that areas immediately at a traffic focus, 
and directly above a principal railway station were almost 
beyond value. A comparison of figures relating to buildings over 
New York Station, might assist comprehension, thus:— 

Fifteenth Street Power Station. 
Paterno Apartments ... 	 1000 occupiers 
Beitmore Hotel ... 	 ... 1000 Rooms 
Sherry's Restaurant ... 	 ... 1100 Rooms 
Commodore Hotel 	 2000 Rooms 
Park-Madison Buildings ... 	... 	... 	... 2000 Rooms 

(Returning $4,150,000 per annum. Paid to Railways 
for a 21 years' lease, with a right to two renewals, 
$15,000,000.) 
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Area of Station Site, 40 acres. 
Increase in rates to New York City, $3,000,000 per 

annum. 

Reverting to our own problems. The north side of Flinders 
Street is built upon. Land values run from about £270 per foot 
at Spring Street to £2000 per foot at Swanston Street. In fact, 
£3000 per foot has been refused for land in that location. The 
south side (of equal value) is not built upon and is not earning 
one penny ! On a conservative estimate, city blocks upon the 
2000 feet of Flinders Street frontage would realise a nett capital 
return of not less than £1,250,000. 

The completed scheme would create more than two miles of 
new street frontages, and would bring into use nearly two miles 
in addition of which no use is made now, and the nett return, 
assuming no increase in present values, would be not less than 
£4,000,000. 

The relief of traffic congestion and the shortening of traffic 
routes and time of transit would have also, if capitalised, a very 
real and high value. Equally real, though that could not be 
brought under economic analysis, would be the value of the cen-
tralisation at a common traffic focus, public buildings which must 
be used by citizens from all parts of the metropolitan area. 
Similarly real, and similarly impossible to set a value upon, are 
the aesthetic possibilities. 

In conclusion, it is not of the Melbourne of to-day alone 
that we must think. The time of smaller things, of smaller 
vision, is passing. It is for the greater things, the greater Mel-
bourne that we must plan. The slides which are now exhibited 
shew something of that future. First, Australia's Railways, if 
stretched as parallel lines across the whole of the British Isles, 
would provide a system of lines which would be not more than 
three miles apart (would be less, really). Next we have a square, 
almost the largest that can be drawn upon the map, shewing the 
area of Australia which is within twenty miles of a line ; a 
smaller square shews the area which is within two and one half 

[miles 
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miles of rail service, this is equal to the area of the whole of the 
British Isles. 

The final slide reveals the fact that a part of Australia 
which is no greater than that which is visible from the crest 
of Mount Macedon, would suffice to hold the whole of Australia's 
population at the same density as that of the population of 
England, while the whole of Australia would barely suffice, at 
the same density, to hold the neighbouring populations of the 
East. Think of the illimitable markets that this implies. Con-
sider the volume of trade that must concentrate at this city. 
That is the scale upon which our Architects and our Engineers 
should—nay, must—think. I now put it to you, that the Archi-
tectural Profession has no greater opportunity for the creation 
of an area which will be worthy of the metropolis that is to be, 
than that which is possible at the hitherto despised Jolimont 
yards. 

In illustration of the lecture, fifty lantern slides were used. 
(The appended views and diagram are reproduced by the 
courtesy of The Melbourne "Herald," of "Darge," and of Mr. 
J. A. Smith.) 

DISCUSSION ON MR. J. A. SMITH'S LECTURE 

Mr. P. A. Oakley (F.), in moving that a vote of thanks be 
accorded to Mr. Smith for the able manner in which he had 
dealt with the problem, said that he had heard and read a great 
deal concerning the scheme which he (Mr. Smith) had evolved, 
but that he had not previously realised the magnitude of it. 
They would all, he was sure, congratulate the lecturer on his 
great conception and also upon the very able way in which he 
had presented it to them. It was so obviously simple that the 
realisation of it should not be very far distant. It could be easily 
understood that the figures quoted (11 millions and finally 4 
millions sterling profit, upon the completion of the work) was a 
conservative estimate, when it came to be considered that on the 
very frontage of Melbourne, there is an area of 80 acres which 
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could be utilised at comparatively small cost. One thing which 
appealed to him (the speaker) was, that the whole of the sug-
gestions of the Town Planning Commission could be carried out 
without interfering with what Mr. Smith had proposed ; not 
only so, but it would form a valuable addition to the important 
work which had been already recommended by the Commission. 

Mr. W. S. P. Godfrey (F.), said that he would like to add 
his quota of thanks to Mr. Smith for the lecture, which had been 
most interesting ; he had never heard a better lecture. He had 
read the description of the scheme carefully, but it had not 
appeared so clear as the lucid description of the lecturer, aided 
by the lantern slides, had made it. The scheme had always 
appealed to him, as admirable for the "warehouse and hotel 
area," but it could not provide the city with what he (Mr. God-
frey) understood as a "centre." His idea was, that Melbourne 
must expand in a northerly direction, and it was certain that a 
railway station must, in the future, be provided somewhere in 
the vicinity of the north end of Elizabeth Street. 

It appeared that the suburbs about Pascoe Vale would con-
tain the mass of the future population, and therefore the "Civic 
Centre" should be in that direction. A Civic Centre on the 
Yarra, would not be a true "Centre." He had great pleasure in 
seconding the vote of thanks. 

Mr. Geo. R. King (F.), supported the motion. He had been 
delighted with the lecture. Mr. Smith was evidently gifted with 
the power of "prophecy," and he had given members a new con-
ception of the possibilities of the Jolimont site. Regarding the 
position of the eventual "Civic Centre," he (Mr. King) was 
inclined to favour the opinion expressed by Mr. Godfrey, but 
respecting the economic value of the proposals of the lecturer, all 
present should, he thought, be in agreement, and perhaps, by 
the obtaining of concerted action, a proper utilisation of the space 
which had been referred to by the lecturer, could be arranged 
for. The policy of the Victorian Railways seemed to be to 
utilise land for any purpose except that for which it was 

(adapted 



l Solution of 1IDetbourne's Civic Centre (Problem. 	144 

adapted and for which it should be used. In Geelong, for instance, 
an important area in the centre of the city is occupied in a way 
which is quite at variance with what should be the case, and 
the same remark would apply to Ballarat. Such procedure con-
stituted a block to the advancement of those cities. He (the 
speaker) did not think that we should follow upon the lines of 
other countries ; every country has its own atmosphere and its 
own conditions, which influence its development and he thought 
that the civic development of Melbourne should take place further 
from the point of "centrality." Seeing that such places as the 
Houses of Parliament, the Exhibition Building and St. Patrick's 
Cathedral were situated towards the north, it appeared to him 
that the only appropriate position for a Civic Centre was further 
north. It had been a great pleasure to him to hear the lecture 
and he intended inviting Mr. Smith to visit Geelong and to repeat 
it in that City. 

Mr. W. A. M. Blackett (F.), said that he had pleasure in 
adding his thanks for the able lecture. Mr. Smith was a great 
lover of Melbourne which he had known all his life. He had 
worked for the City, and in doing so had always worked towards 
his conception of a greater and finer Melbourne. It was quite 
possible to have sub-centres which would be of great importance. 
In Paris, the situation most nearly analogous to the present 
would be the Place-de-la-Concorde. Melbourne certainly did 
offer a most unique opportunity for the development of a large 
area upon modern lines the planning of which could be based 
upon the experience gained through the errors which 
had been made in the course of the development of the city. 
Members were much indebted to Mr. Smith for the pains 
which he had taken in the collection of the data which he 
had placed before them, the information imparted being very 
valuable. He had heard the proposals of the lecturer two years 
ago, and he noted that since then, Mr. Smith had amplified, 
improved and clarified the whole scheme to a high degree. 

The President said that Mr. Smith's excursion into the 
future had introduced to members a feasible scheme the 
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materialisation of which was quite possible. No doubt each of 
them possessed views regarding the Civic Centre, and possibly 
many thought that the solution would perhaps be found by the 
establishment of that in the north, but although it seemed that 
future extension would probably be in the north, they could not 
overlook the fact that there is now, and there always would be, 
a great population south of the river, especially in the residential 
suburbs. He had always had a picture in his mind, a develop-
ment of the city railways, commencing at Jolimont and passing 
through the northern suburbs and back to Spencer Street, and 
in that case it was possible to conceive of something such as Mr. 
Smith had pictured. A Civic Centre, some of the principal civic 
buildings of which would face the river. Respecting the levels, 
Mr. Smith had mentioned first, the level of the rails, then, an-
other level, at which there would be garage accommodation, and 
above that the civic and business buildings. He (Mr. Hudson) 
did not understand clearly whether the deep level would be 
approximately the present level of Flinders Street. 

The motion was then carried with acclamation 

Mr. Smith, in acknowledging the vote of thanks, said that 
he particularly appreciated it for the reason that it was given 
by men who were qualified to express an opinion on the subject. 

In reply to the points which had been raised, he said that 
the area amounted to 160 acres altogether (eighty acres at the 
lower level and eighty acres additional at the higher level) . The 
proposition was not to have two underground levels, but one 
approximately Batman Avenue's, the Jolimont yards remaining 
unaltered, and one at the level of Flinders Street. The main 
entrance to the railways would still occupy approximately its 
present position; the station would be substantially on the same 
level as the existing station and an area of 80 acres at the lower 
level would be available, 25 or 30 acres of which would be 
adequate for a station, the remaining portion being available for 
the general purposes of the city. 

[Allowing 
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Allowing the position of the Civic Centre to remain in abey-
ance for a moment, he thought that they would agree that the 
river front was too valuable and possessed too great an aesthetic 
value to allow it to be devoted to such purposes as it is at present. 
That water front afforded possibilities which no other part of 
Melbourne could offer. 

Regarding the proposal to carry railways to the north, he 
might mention that part of the scheme which he had 
not placed before the meeting, was the undergrounding 
of the lines to the north. There must be some point 
at which all the railways could connect. His scheme 
utilised the one place in which the levels suited the underground-
ing of the lines which would run to the north. 

Without any doubt, the north had hitherto been neglected 
and neglected far too long as far as railway communication is 
concerned. 

There must be inter-communication between north .and 
south and the time was now ripe to effect it. 

Respecting the placing of the "Centre" in a more northerly 
position, it must be remembered that Melbourne extended to the 
south for a distance of some miles beyond Brighton, while on the 
west it had almost reached Laverton and would, in the future, 
extend possibly to Point Cook. 

It is spreading easterly, westerly, south-easterly, and taking 
everything into consideration, he thought that it would be found 
that the correct centre was not far from Flinders Street. If 
expansion continued as it has proceeded in the past, it was ques-
tionable whether a centre too far to the north would properly 
fulfil its functions. 

As an illustration of the difficulty of attempting to create 
a new centre without detrimentally affecting the whole of an 
evolved plan, he would submit the following analogy :—Take a 
solution of sugar in water ; the molecules were free to 
diffuse and to move in any direction. Let that represent the 
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free condition of a settlement before communication had materi-
alised. In that solution suspend a thread and at once the sugar 
crystallised about the thread, until—as in the case of the piece 
of sugar-candy which he held in his hand—it had become so hard 
that a hammer blow was necessary if one wished to break it. 
That was the analogue of the condition of a population which had 
settled about a definite traffic route; it was also the analogue of 
the difficulty in the way of the changing of the traffic centre of 
a city. 

[The 
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HE Builder" (London). The number for 7th August 
contains plates of "Competition Drawings for Develop-
ment of Lands and Fortifications at Malta?' Sketch of 
design for proposed new Tudor Street at Hull, and illus-
trations of "New Public Baths and Wash-Houses at Pad-

dington." August 21st. Illustrated account of the "Congress of 
the British Archaeological Association at Norwich." In the issue 
for 28th August we are informed that under a proposed planning 
scheme for Oxford, buildings having a greater height than fifty 
feet, exclusive of chimneys, are banned as are also "Jazz Electric 
Lights." 	There is also an interesting article on "Lifting a 
Town," the town concerned being Northwich in the "salt dis-
trict" of Cheshire, England, in which there are many cases of 
subsidence. (The subsiding of properties, due to mining opera-
tions, is not unknown in Australia, examples existing at New-
castle and at Ballarat.) 

In Sept. 4th issue are "Some Personal Views on Stained 
Glass," by L. Walker, R.I. (Illustrated). In this and the follow-
ing number, "The Consideration of Timber Diseases," is given 
prominence. In the issue for Sept. 18th is a "A Comment on the 
Review on Town Planning," by the British Ministry of Health. 
It is announced on page 418 that a "Super Sky-Scraper," which 
will be 8 feet higher than the Woolworth Building is to be erected 
in New York. 
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Under date Sept. 25th, "Details of Sculptured Frieze on 
East India House" are shewn, there is an illustrated article on 
"Modern Town Planning in Palestine," several short articles 
on "Heating and Ventilation," and on page 450 is mentioned an 
idea for the cooling of buildings in summer by the running of 
cold water through the heating pipes. This method of reducing 
the temperature of a building was adopted in London recently 
with satisfactory results. To those members who are more par-
ticularly interested in Civic Matters, the Report of the Birming-
ham Civic Society may be of interest. Illustrations of the New 
Harbour Offices, Southampton, complete the number. 

"The Architectural Review" (London), September issue, 
illustrates "Bristol University Buildings," "The P. & O. New 
Building (London)," an illustrated description of "The Sculp-
ture of Holyer Wederkinch," and a recently discovered portrait 
bust of the Emperor Caligula. 

"The American Architect" for August 12th gives additional 
"Working Photographs by Mr. J. R. Pope, an illustrated article 
on "Etching as a medium or Architectural expression" by S. 
Chamberlain, further "Details of Spanish Architecture," 
"Measured Drawings of Devonshire House," an article on "Terra 
Cotta Investigations," and one on "Emissive Tests of Paints for 
Increasing or Decreasing Heat Radiation from Surfaces." On 
August 26th, "The Re-birth of Art and Architecture in Europe" 
is treated by A. C. Bossom, F.R.I.B.A., and there is an illus-
trated article on "Zoning Laws in New York," and "The Develop-
ment of a New Commercial Centre." In the number for Sept. 
9th is an interesting illustrated article on "Lithographic Pro-
cesses in Architecture," "An Architect's Auto-tour in France," 
more "Working Photographs" by J. R. Pope, an article on "The 
Design of Lighting Features," and another on "Adhesion of 
Gypsum Plaster to Various Backings." (The last is published 
by permission of the "Director of the Bureau of Standards.") 

The Journal of the R.I.B.A. for 15th August has an article 
by Martin S. Briggs, F.R.I.B.A., entitled "The Architect in His- 
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tory : his Training, Status and Work," also a paper on "Mural 
Painting" by Mr. J. D. Batten. In addition to the above it con-
tains the results of the recent R.I.B.A. Examinations and 
Competitions. 

"Building and Construction" (Melbourne). October 20th. 
An illustrated article on "Fences" appears, while the issue for 
3rd November contains "The Planning of Park Systems" and 
"The Behaviour of Mass Concrete under Service Conditions." 
The number for 10th November has a Plan and General Descrip-
tion of "The Lake Ivanhoe Scheme" which was projected by the 
late Mr. W. Thwaites (First Engineer in Chief of the M. & M. 
Board of Works). "Architecture as a Profession" and "An 
Address on The Borer" by Mr. V. B. Trapp, complete the number. 

"The American Architect" for September 2nd has illustra-
tions of "A Theatre at Salzburg," a further contribution to the 
series of "Working Photos," by J. R. Pope, and illustrations of 
a residence designed by that Architect. In the number for 5th 
October "The Tribune Building in Chicago" is well illustrated. 



COMPETITIONS FOR HEAD AND TAIL DEVICES AND 
FOR INITIAL LETTERS. 

The First Award in each of these Competitions was gained 
by Mr. Brian B. Lewis. It is expected that the new devices will 
be adopted early in 1926. Mr. Lewis is congratulated upon his 
success. 

BUILDING FOR THE ALLIED SOCIETIES TRUST LTD. 

The Tender of Mr. A. Douglass for the new building for The 
Allied Societies Trust Ltd. has been accepted. The amount is 
£20,945. A Tender for the Elevator has also been accepted, the 
amount being £1,305. 

It is expected that the works will be put in hand almost 
immediately. 

GREETINGS. 
The Festive Season approaching, the Editor sends Greetings 

to all Members and to Kindred Institutes, and wishes all a Happy 
and Prosperous New Year. 
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ALONG THE BYE-PATHS 

Messrs. R. H. Alsop and H. J. Kerr.—Letters received from 
Mr. Rodney Alsop indicate that he has been having an educa-
tional and interesting holiday, and a good time generally in the 
Northern Hemisphere. Mr. H. J. Kerr returned to Melbourne 
on November 11th. 

(It is with great regret that we have to record the passing 
away of Mr. Alsop's father recently, which may possibly result 
in our late Hon. Treasurer returning to Australia sooner than 
he anticipated.) 

Lecture on Architecture at Geelong.—Before the local mem-
bers of the Rotary Club, at Geelong, Mr. Geo. R. King (F.) 
delivered an interesting lecture on Architecture, on November 
17th last. 

Golf Match.—In place of the match which had been 
arranged for between Fellows and Associates of the R.V.I.A., 
on the 17th November, the President (Mr. P. B. Hudson) and 
Vice-President (Mr. P. A. Oakley) selected teams from those 
who were present. 

Mr. Hudson's Team included Messrs. P. B. Hudson, W. R. 
Butler, W. M. Campbell, F. G. B. Hawkins, H. J. Mackennal, 
C. E. Serpell and Sydney W. Smith. 

The Team selected by Mr. Oakley comprised Messrs. P. A. 
Oakley, M. R. Barlow, W. S. P. Godfrey, L. F: Irwin, A. W. 
Purnell, A. G. Stephenson and F. B. Tompkins. 

The match was played on Kingston Heath; the weather was 
fine and pleasant, and the members spent an enjoyable afternoon. 

The result was a victory for Mr. Oakley's Team. 
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