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M INUTES 

INUTES of Meeting of members held at the Rooms 
on Tuesday, July 28th, 1925, at 8 p.m. 

The President, Mr. P. B. Hudson, occupied the 
Chair. 

Minutes.— The Minutes of the previous meeting were read 
and confirmed. After the preliminary business, it was announced 
that a letter had been received from Mr. J. S. Gawler, Lecturer 
on Architecture at the University, asking that members of the 
Institute should arrange for the delivery of a series of Lectures 
on various subjects during the year 1926. The President in-
vited members to volunteer to give such lectures, and to state 
the nature of the subjects with which they intended to deal. 

Mr. K. A. Henderson suggested that the lectures be open 
to all members of the profession. This proposition was sup-
ported by the President and Mr. P. A. Oakley, the President 
voicing the opinion that the lectures should be illustrated by 
Lantern Slides. 

Otago Exhibition.--It was announced that a letter had been 
received from the Otago Branch of the New Zealand Institute 
of Architects to the effect that any members of the R.V.I.A. 
who might be visiting Dunedin during the currency of the New 
Zealand Exhibition, would be welcomed by the members of the 
Branch. 

Nominations.—Messrs. K. F. King, E. Gunn, H. W. McIver, 
G. A. Soilleux, J. W. Parry an d J. A. Drake were nominated 
as Associates of the Institute. 

Health Regulations Schools.—rhe Council had been invited 
to comment upon the Regulations which had been recently intro-
duced regarding School Buildings, and had forwarded its com-
ments to the Commission of Public Health. Mr. Geo. R. King 
referred to the possibility of the administration of the new 
Regulations relating to School Buildings ultimately drifting into 
the hands of clerical officials who did not possess adequate tech- 
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nical knowledge and who might exhibit a tendency to adhere 
too closely to the letter of the law rather than to its spirit, and 
he suggested that the Government might be asked to appoint 
an Advisory Board to which matters over which any differences 
of opinion might arise could be referred, such Board to consist 
of representatives of the Institute, the Public Works Depart-
ment and the Education Department. He hoped that the Council 
would support the proposition. 

Mr. K. A. Henderson thought that there was no probability 
of such a body being appointed as the Heads of the Health 
Department were always willing to discuss matters in dispute 
between Architects and their officers. 

Mr. King pointed out that although it might be perfectly 
easy for metropolitan Architects to arrange things directly with 
the Health Department those in the provinces could not do so 
without difficulty, expense and loss of time and a Board such as 
he suggested could be relied upon to adjudicate satisfactorily. 

The proposal was supported by Messrs. M. R. Barlow (A.) 
and J. H. Harvey (F.) . The President said that it would be 
considered at the next meeting of the Council. 

Geelong Visit.— Particulars relating to the visit which 
members had recently paid to Geelong were given to the meeting. 

Chair of Architecture.— A 1Deputation had waited upon the 
Minister of Education (Sir Alex. Peacock) regarding the estab-
lishment of a Chair of Architecture at the Melbourne University. 
The Deputation was introduced by Sir John Monash (Vice-
Chancellor) and was accompanied by the Lord Mayor of Mel-
bourne and Sir James Barrett. The Minister had accorded the 
Deputation a very sympathetic hearing, and the President stated 
that he was very hopeful respecting the result. The President 
then called upon Mr. M. R. Barlow to open a discussion on the 
subject of "Taller Buildings for Melbourne." 
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R.V.I.A. BRONZE MEDAL COMPETITION. 

Second Prize, awarded to Mr. L. C. Cahn. 





MINUTES  

INUTES of General meeting of members held at 
the Institute Rooms on Tuesday, 1st September, 
1925, at 8 p.m. 

Chair.--The President, Mr. P. B. Hudson, 
occupied the chair. 

Apology.— Apologies were received from Messrs. Oakley and 
Buchan. 

Nominations.— Messrs. D. W. Crawford and W. A. Drum-
mond (A.) were nominated as Fellows, and Mr. V. A. Coronel 
as Associate. 

Death of Mr. H. C. Day.--The President referred to the 
death of Mr. H. C. Day, a prominent N.S.W. Architect. Mr. 
Day had been an active member of the N.S.W. Institute of which 
he was Hon. Secretary, and had acted as Assistant Secretary to 
the Federal Council. A vote of condolence was passed to his rela-
tives, his partner and the N.S.W. Institute, the members 
observing silence. 

General.— The President made the following announce-
ments :- 

Mr. J. S. Gawler, Lecturer on Architecture at the Melbourne 
University had asked Architects who were specialists in certain 
subjects to deliver lectures at the University during the year 
1926. It was hoped that members who were in a position to 
do so would volunteer to assist in the giving of la course of lec-
tures next year. The Architects for the Allied Societies Trust 
Building, Messrs. Godfrey and Spowers had the drawings and 

95 	 [specifications 



Minutes. 	 96 
~ 

specifications well in hand, and they anticipated being able to 
invite tenders for the work shortly. 

While the applications for debentures had been very satis-
factory up to date, there was still an amount of several thousands 
of pounds' worth of debentures unapplied for. The Council had, 
after due consideration, decided to invest the sum of £500 of 
the funds of the Institute in the debentures. 

The President drew attention to the Certificate relating to 
the "War Memorial Scholarship" which was exhibited in the 
room. 

Competitions.— The following' announcements relating to 
Competitions were made :- 

1. The Conditions of Competition for the National War 
Memorial at Canberra were now available. 

2. The Melbourne Cricket Club would launch a Competition 
shortly. 

3. A Competition would shortly be announced in connection 
with the Sunnymead Estate, near Geelong. 

4. The Geelong City Council would organize a Competition 
shortly for the improvement of the Eastern Beach. It 
was the intention of the Geelong Council to spend £100,000 
ultimately, of which £25,000 would be expended almost 
immediately. 

5. A Competition was about to be launched for a monument 
at Villers-Bretonneux, the principal object of the monu-
ment being that of a Memorial to 12,000 Australian 
Soldiers in France who had been declared missing. 

6. The Competition for the Memorial Town Hall at Echuca, 
would close at the end of September. The Conditions for 
all the above Competitions had been approved by the 
Council. 

Mr. K. A. Henderson referred to the Competition for the 
War Memorial at Canberra, saying that one of the principal 
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difficulties which faced intending competitors was the obtaining 
of a suitable material for the facade. The question of the choice 
of colour for the permanent material for the facade of a building 
at Canberra had been found a difficult one for the reasons that 
colours such as those of brick or basalt or of yellow 'material 
seemed to disappear into the landscape. He had been searching 
in N.S.W. recently and had seen a stone on the Hawkesbury 
River, a creamy coloured sandstone, it had been extensively tested 
and had been found to be very economical. They had decided 
upon using it for the National Bank building in Collins Street. 
Should any members desire further information concerning this 
stone he would be glad to give additional particulars if they would 
call at his office. The President then invited Mr. J. S. MacDonald 
to ,address the members on "Architecture from the Artist's 
Point of View." 

[Discussion 
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DISCUSSION ON "TALLER BUILDINGS 
 FOR MELBOURNE." 

Opened by Mr. M. R. Barlow (A.) 

In opening this discussion, it may be as well to trace, in a 
brief manner, the origin of the tall building, and to review its 
advantages and disadvantages. 

As far back in history as records are available, men have 
gathered together in cities and have erected multiple storied 
buildings, but up to late years (quite recent times really), the 
height of these has been regulated by two factors :- 

1. The Means of Access to Upper Floors. 

2. Constructional Difficulties. 
In the year 1854, however, the first passenger elevator was 

erected in New York next, elevators were used at the Crystal 
Palace, and following this, the introduction of steel into build-
ing, paved the way for the "Sky-Scraper" of to-day, and thereby 
placed American Architecture on the map. 

It is still necessary to build cities, and the requirements 
of commerce render it imperative that our cities shall not be 
wasteful of space. Business "abhors a vacuum." 

Years ago, it was discovered that the rent roll of a building 
which was erected upon any allotment, increased in proportion 
to the number of stories which were superimposed, the cost of 
the land being a constant factor. A tall building may be erected 
proportionally cheaper than one of lower height, whilst the time 
absorbed in the construction of it is proportionately much less. 
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The cost of management after erection is also in favour of the 
tall building. 

I have proved the above statements to be correct and can 
quote actual examples illustrating the reasons. 

Now let us examine the taller buildings from the point of 
view of "FIRE." Modern buildings may be made "fire-resisting," 
so that only the contents can burn, and each section may be so 
isolated that any fire that does occur can be confined to one 
section, and may be automatically extinguished. Such buildings 
may also be used to great advantage in the fighting of a fire which 
may occur in an adjoining property. In connection with this, 
it is interesting to note that in the case of the Woolworth Build-
ing, the premium for fire risk on the adjoining properties has 
been reduced on that account, whilst the premium for the Wool-
worth Building itself, is absurdly low. 

On account of the cost of construction being lower, better 
accommodation can be provided for a given cost. Fast pas-
senger elevators render the upper floors very desirable. 

Thus we find that the taller building provides better accom-
modation at a cheaper rental, thereby increasing the comfort 
of the tenant, and reducing his overhead expenses, as well as 
affording greater protection against fire. Valuable city space is 
conserved and a smaller area of the city serves a larger business 
community. This, in its turn, decreases the cost of city main-
tenance, and by allowing of increased rating it produces a 
larger revenue without extra taxation (rather does it decrease 
taxation) . 

These are some of the principal of the benefits to be derived 
from the adoption of modern methods of construction. 

Why then have we the absurdly low height limit of 132 feet 
above the pavement in our main streets, and 99 feet above the 
pavement in lesser streets, etc.? We certainly have to seek 
reasons, for they are not apparent. 

We have heard a great deal lately of transportation and 
traffic difficulties. Do these supply the reason? Surely they 

[cannot 
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cannot. Melbourne possesses wide streets and it is ideally 
situated. We have our one Metropolitan Railway Station 
(Flinders Street) , but we could, and should, have a number of 
stations around the City. We possess an antiquated "Cable 
Tram" service, therefore, when one is in a hurry, he walks. We 
have only two bridges across the Yarra within the confines of 
the City. We have not constructed, nor have we found it neces-
sary to have tube railways. No effective steps have been taken 
to link the outer and inner suburbs with the City, or to provide 
broad highways and speedways for traffic to flow to and from 
the City; in fact, most of our highways, though promising well, 
end in "bottle necks." 

It cannot, therefore, be transportation or traffic difficulties. 

Is it the danger of fire? Are our fire-fighting appliances 
not equal to dealing with tall buildings? Modern construction 
affords protection against fire, and the experience gained in the 
case of the Woolworth Building confirms this, whilst if our fire-
fighting appliances are out of date, surely it would be better to 
improve them, rather than to erect our buildings to suit old 
fashioned appliances. 

Therefore, it cannot be fire. Is it a question of lighting? 

Judging by our regulations, it cannot be this. We are 
allowed to construct light-areas totally enclosed on all sides 34- 
times as high as they are wide, and 4 times as high, if open on 
one side. 

Now, if we apply this to our streets, which are 99 feet wide, 
and are open at both ends, we surely should be able to build 
at least 4 times as high as they are wide. This would enable 
us to build up to a height of 396 feet, and provided that we 
allowed reasonable light-courts for light and air, no one should 
fare badly. Sydney, with narrow streets, has a higher limit. 

Now, let us look at the disadvantages. When a building 
exceeds twenty stories, the constructional cost begins to increase, 
and it is generally realized that 25 stories is an economical 
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height; therefore it would be a financial disadvantage to proceed 
beyond that height. 

A building of twenty stories is approximately 300 feet high, 
which is less than four times the width of our streets. 

The actual "sky-scraper" of, say 600 or 700 feet high, would 
perhaps—though not necessarily—tax even an up to date trans-
portation system ; much more would it tax our cable trams, even 
if they always ran when and where wanted. ` What then should 
be our height limit? Sydney, with much narrower streets and 
greater transportation difficulties, has a higher limit, although 
the building bye-laws for that city were framed later than our 
own. 

In Melbourne, no difficulties that cannot be overcome, exist. 

I think, that from a financial point of view, our limit should 
be at least 300 feet in our main streets, with perhaps a slightly 
higher limit for corner allotments, and no limit at all for some 
isolated sites that are bounded on all sides by wide streets, or 
for those fronting parks. 

We have arrived at a time at which the price of city land 
demands a reasonable height limit. Absurd restrictions will stop 
progress and discourage investment of the very best nature, and 
we will fall behind other countries. 

This is a young country, on the verge of intensive develop-
ment; are we going to stand aside, and see such development 
retarded ? It is in the interest of the community that all bye-
laws be brought up to date, in order that we may be allowed 
to take advantage of this development, and to hold our place 
among nations. 

The President congratulated Mr. Barlow upon his paper, 
with a great deal of which, however, he stated that he could 
not agree. He remarked that Melbourne is a beautiful city, and 
that no means should be spared to keep it free from central-
isation, such as would almost surely result were any increase 
in the height of buildings countenanced. 

[By 
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By increasing the height limit, which had—in his opinion 
wisely—been fixed at 132 feet, the cost of land would also rise 
automatically. Again, the transport problem would be intensified 
to an alarming extent. It amazed him to think that, were the area 
which might be termed "the hub" of the City, covered with 
buildings 300 feet high, all of which might possibly be fully 
occupied, it might be necessary, in order to enable us to reach 
our homes at six o'clock p.m., to cease business at three p.m.! 

He then announced that the subject was open for further 
discussion. 

Mr. P. A. Oakley (F.) in proposing a vote of thanks to the 
lecturer, congratulated him upon the manner in which he had 
presented his arguments in favour of increasing the height limit 
of Melbourne buildings, but said that he could not agree with 
many of the ideas expressed in the paper. New York, in con-
sequence of the width and configuration of Manhattan Island 
(13i miles long and about 11 miles wide), had been compelled to 
construct lofty buildings ; it could hardly accommodate its 
immense population in any other way. In Chicago, high class 
building was practically confined to what was known as "The 
Loop," but in Melbourne the same restrictions did not exist, for 
the reason that the city can extend in different directions, and 
that being the case, it should be so extended as much as is pos-
sible, before going too far aloft. Were buildings of our present 
height limit erected in Collins Street and Bourke Street from 
King Street to Swanston Street, the city would be provided with 
sufficient Office and Department Store accommodation for gener-
ations to come, and there should be no occasion to increase the 
heights from the limits now laid down, which were wisely based 
upon the proper provision of light and air to all buildings. 

Mr. K. A. Henderson (F.) seconded the motion; he said 
that Mr. Barlow had viewed things from the "economic and 
financial" rather than from the "humanitarian" standpoint. Steel 
framed building had its birth in Chicago, mainly in consequence 
of the poor nature of the foundation which existed on the shores 
of Lake Michigan, and in that city, the streets resembled canyons 
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and the general effect of the place was such that no person 
stopped in it any longer than he was absolutely obliged to. Any 
city consisting of high buildings, is liable to encounter consider-
able hygienic and traffic problems, also problems relating to 
public amenities, and as regards underground travelling—well 
—in his opinion, that will never be favoured while any possible 
alternative exists. 

Respecting "high building" costs, comparisons between 
buildings in which height only is taken into account, are of little 
value ; plan area must be considered at the same time. The 
chance of danger from fire in the case of lofty office buildings, 
is one of the least potent items, provided that fire-resistance is 
ensured by the construction of the building in compartments, 
by water storage overhead, and by other methods of meeting 
an outbreak. In the San Francisco and Baltimore fires, build-
ings split from top to bottom, not from the effect of internal 
heat, but by reason of intense external heat from adjacent burn- 
ing buildings. Structures which are liable to be so affected, 
cannot be termed "fire-proof." 

In his opinion, the raising of the height limit to 300 feet, 
and the erection of buildings of that height throughout the City, 
is entirely unnecessary. Concerning the sinking of basements 
one below the other, he mentioned that in one hotel in New 
York, there are 400 people working four stories underground ! 
We are not anxious to face conditions of that sort here. An 
increase in the height limit, such as had been proposed, would 
be simply a GIFT of so much unearned increment to the owners 
of land. 

He asked "what is a reasonable allowance for lighting?" 
If light angles, as we know them, are to be abolished, hundreds 
of people are going to be compelled to live under electric light, 
and he asked "is that humanitarian?" 

By the provision of additional bridges and the altering of 
railroads, the City can be properly developed without the erection 
of extravagantly high buildings. 

[Another 
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Another factor which had to be considered, was that when 
we attempt to carry our buildings to abnormal heights, we are 
liable to meet trouble in the case of foundations, as in many 
parts of Melbourne soil resistances are low. 

Mr. R. B. Hamilton (A.) , in supporting the vote of thanks, 
quoted the Report of Mr. Raymond Unwin, which was published 
in the Journal of the R.I.B.A. some time ago, and in which that 
authority laid stress upon the importance of considering traffic 
conditions in relation to the height of buildings. Mr. Unwin's 
opinion was of great value, and probably, many Americans, if 
they were again building their cities, would agree with him. 

He (Mr. Hamilton) considered that one of the best demon-
strations to be found in Melbourne, was Temple Court. If the 
rentals of that building, which has a height of 132 feet, can shew 
a reasonable return, it will be many years before we need 
higher structures. 

Values of land should be stabilised, as had been pointed out 
by Mr. Henderson, and that result can only be attained by de-
centralisation, which would be conduced to by a reasonable 
height limit being placed upon city buildings. Excessive height 
leads to excessive land values owing to the intense concentration 
on certain business areas. 

Mr. Harrie B. Lee (Chief Officer, Metropolitan Fire 
Brigade), in supporting the motion, said that he had been in 
Melbourne 19 years. 

When he was first identified with the City, the Height Limit 
was 90 feet, and at that time, he considered that that was quite 
high enough, but things had changed since then. He eulogised 
the Building Regulations of Melbourne, stating that this City 
had been paid a high compliment by the City Council of Adelaide, 
which had adopted the Melbourne Regulations as a whole. He 
only wished that the Sydney City Council would do the same. 
He suggested that Architects should cease referring to buildings' 
as "fire-proof" ; in his experience, there is nothing that is really 
fire-proof. He had in his possession a piece of ordinary basalt 
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which had been fused by the heat generated by burning lubri- 
cating oils. 	A so called "fire-proof curtain" in .a theatre in 
which a fire had occurred recently, was not left to tell the tale, 
after the fire. 

He would speak of the construction which was adopted in 
the best of these large city structures now-a-days, as "Fire- 
Resisting." 

However, he thought that Architects need not have any 
great anxiety concerning the safety of their creations, if they 
adhered to the building regulations in force in this City. If his 
advice was followed the resistance to fire would be increased 
to such an extent that by the time the Brigade reached the 
building, the fire should not be beyond control. The Melbourne 
"Fire-Fighting Equipment" is, he said, absolutely equal to any-
thing in the world ; there is nothing better anywhere. The 
Brigade possesses three ladders which are longer than those 
which are available in most other cities in the world. 

In America, tubular "Water Towers" are used, and if fire-
resisting compartments be arranged for in our buildings as they 
are there, the buildings may be carried up to any height that 
may be desired, especially if "Tower Staircases" and sprinkler 
installations are provided. 

Any required height may be built to with safety, if pro-
vision for fire-resisting and fire-fighting be made. 

From the point of view of "fire-resistance," the existing 
system of construction is not satisfactory. The weak point is, 
that Architects do not seem to take a definite stand and to tell 
those who place building propositions before them that the work 
cannot be done properly unless sufficient money be spent. 

Possibly, if they did so, commissions might be lost. He 
deprecated the use of common glass for windows unless protected 
by wire, or steel shutters, and quoted cases in which such glass 
opposite openings which were not so protected, had been de-
stroyed by the heat from the opposite building, and had thus 
allowed the contents of the building in which they were fixed to 

[take 
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take fire. Had properly armoured glass been used in these 
instances, such a result would hardly have been possible, as 
before the glass actually fell out of the frames, fire-fighting 
appliances would have been in action. 

In "Light Wells" although the window frames may be steel, 
the glazing, if of common glass, is similarly a source of danger. 

Mr. Lee invited the members of the Institute to consult him 
at any time whilst drawings were in course of preparation, and 
he would be happy to supply gratuitously, any information that 
might be desired. 

The vote of thanks was then passed with acclamation. 

Mr. Barlow, in acknowledging the vote of thanks, said that 
he was glad that his remarks had raised such a storm. Regard-
ing the fear that had been expressed by the President, that it 
would require the expenditure of three hours of our time every 
day, to reach our homes in the suburbs, if a large number 
of buildings of the height which he favoured came to be erected, 
he held the opinion that improved means of transport would 
obviate that difficulty, and as the transport facilities were sure 
to be improved in the near future, it appeared to him that the 
situation would not be anything extraordinary. He quoted an 
article which had been published in "The American Architect" 
for July, 1924, in which it had been affirmed that in New York, 
it had not been necessary to go up. Eighty-four years ago, 
there were only a few "shacks" in Melbourne. The land upon 
which Temple Court stood, which has an area of half an acre, 
had then been purchased for between forty and fifty pounds; 
now, a population of 800,000 has to be dealt with, and he held 
the opinion that if 132 feet remains the limit, the needs of such 
a vast population as is prospective, cannot be provided for. He 
was delighted to hear the remarks of Mr. Lee (whom he thanked 
for his attendance) on the fire-fighting appliances of Melbourne, 
and he was also pleased to hear that gentleman champion the 
more extended use of protected glass. 
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He also thought that the Fire Brigade authorities were not 
consulted sufficiently frequently. He had sought and obtained 
the advice of the Board, and with very beneficial results from 
the financial point of view. 

Respecting the points raised by Mr. Hamilton, he had read 
the report of Mr. Raymond Unwin, but would like to point out 
that London and Melbourne cannot be reasonably compared, the 
conditions regarding light and transport which rule in the 
former City being so different from those which obtain here. He 
regarded our Building Bye-Laws as, in many cases, exceptionally 
good. He could not agree with Mr. Henderson respecting 
"Light Areas," and he thought that it was rather inconsistent 
that we should be allowed to build in Little Collins Street to 
a height equal to three times the width of the street, but were 
not permitted to reach an elevation of three times the width 
of Collins Street if we desired to build on the frontage of that 
street. By working from two ends, he said, the light areas 
could be greatly increased in value. 

Commenting upon the remark of Mr. Henderson, to the 
effect that he (Mr. Barlow) had considered the subject from the 
"financial" rather than from the "humanitarian" aspect, he ad-
mitted that such was the case. 

He had always possessed a leaning towards the financial 
side, and he naturally approached the question accordingly. 

The meeting then closed, the members resolving themselves 
into the customary social gathering. 

[Architecture 



ARCHITECTURE - FROM THE POINT 
OF VIEW OF THE ARTIST 

(A Lecture Delivered before the Members of the R.V.I.A. by 
J. S. MacDonald, Esq., on 1st Sept., 1925.) 

RTISTS are largely an instinctive rather than a 
reasoning unit of the community, and they are usually 
inarticulate when they attempt to formulate their ideas 
regarding any matter except their own calling and, 
even then, they are prone to express themselves in 

technical jargon. 	On this particular subject I questioned a 
number of them, and I found them very restive under my 
probings.  

From a number of chance remarks however, I have been 
able, somewhat vaguely, to collate several ideas and to arrive at 
a somewhat composite opinion as to how they regard the sister 
art. 

First of all, it may be taken as certain that the artist is 
interested only in the purely artistic qualities of buildings, that 
is, in those things which are born, not of material necessity, but 
as free expressions of joy of soul. Under this heading, come 
those things which were originally functional, but which though 
they may no longer denote any actual use, are still necessities ; 
the suggestion of their original functional character—the fine 
implication of early utility and fitness—is an absolute require-
ment in the eye of the artist. 

For this reason, as regards particulars, artists take for 
granted the canons of architecture which have been tested and 
proved by centuries of employment, and they demand adherence 
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to those canons. In the main, they judge buildings just as they 
would clouds, mountains, or trees; their mass, modelling, light-
taking and shadow-casting qualities ; detail which stands examin-
ation apart from and in conjunction with the whole building. 

They do not understand those buildings which are ap-
parently constructed of stone, but which are built upon steel 
frames, and which shoot up high in the air seemingly defying 
the natural properties of the material of which they are con-
structed ; the uniform thickness throughout their height, of such 
"sky scrapers" baffles them; they would approve of the new 
treatment of such buildings in America—the substitution of a 
number of heightened cubes by a tract of edificial "dolomites." 
For this reason, though they are unaware of it, they approve of 
the forced perspective of Gothic cathedrals, as ministering to 
the spirit and the senses. 

Their outlook demands diminution in proper sequence, in 
conformity with the "strength appearance" of material, as 
greater height is reached. Similarly, they make an instinctive 
demand for rustication, and also for the entasis and fluting of 
columns. Without being conscious of the reasons why, they ask 
that facades should express the character of the buildings and 
their interiors, also their probable depth, and they regard 
ornament as a writer would parenthesis—permissible to any 
extent, as long as it does not interfere and compete with the 
general e ffect. 

They demand an emotional character in Architecture, 
apposite to the nature of the building, in order that it may be 
strong, gay, matter of fact, or grave. 

When a building exposes only a front, they expect that 
elevation to be a decoration and to have a symmetrical and har-
monious pattern. If more than one side be exposed, they ask 
that there shall be agreement between the sides and that each 
profile shall be in itself good, and shall logically reconcile itself 
with its fellow. 

Such a thing as the "Vanderbilt House" on 5th Avenue, a 
blend of French country chateaux, planted in the midst of New 

[York 
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York City, would to the artist, be an offensive incongruity. This 
dislike would extend to mezzanines, because they are a conces-
sion to utility (probably unavoidable), purchased at the expense 
of beauty. The architect runs and obtains his dignity with the 
hare, and then hunts with the hounds, betraying the source or 
basis of whatever beauty of design he may be seeking. On the 
other hand, domes, even though they may be of artificial con-
struction, do not worry the artist, because their outer form 
appears stable; but he prefers the dome of St. Paul's to that of 
St. Peter's for the reason that its profile is both more sturdy and 
more suave. The dome of the Houses of Parliament, Melbourne, 
should it ever be built as it has been designed, artists will con-
demn, as in consequence of its undue upward elongation, its 
apparent reserve of strength will be sacrificed to the vain pride 
of height, and because it subtracts from the generous spread of 
the facade, which suggests the occupation of a noble area of land. 

To the artist, empty space or clustered detail in a building 
are equally unwelcome and to him, broken form in architecture 
is synonymous with disruptive colour in camouflage, both having 
the effect (one by error and the other by design) of rendering 
negative the lines of construction. The expression "broken form," 
is not intended to mean the elaboration of form such as was 
indulged in by the teeming idea-ed architects of Gothic cathe-
drals, for such was merely an embellishment which never was 
general; the frame still persisted and predominated—more so 
because it survived triumphantly, what might have competed 
with a less effective design.) 

Conversely, disproportionately high, tenuous, or monotonous 
spires disparage themselves, and flanks which are unduly long, 
to the point of sagging, remind artists of "circus giants," whose 
stupid looks, huge hands and feet, and general ungainly appear-
ance, offset their great bulk and convey the impression that they 
are immense weaklings. 

In architecture, as in painting, we desire impressionistic, 
formal, light, or massive buildings, and as in sculpture, these 



Brcbftecture—from tbe 'Point of View of tbe Ertíst. 111 

must be treated as "high reliefs," "low reliefs," or "in the 
round." 

Proportion, composition, and the relation of the parts to 
each other, find their equivalents in painting, and so do focal or 
climatic points. "Fitness" is the artist's "acid test," and for 
that reason most artists favour Greek architecture as the basis 
upon which Australia should build hers, for taking into con-
sideration our climate and visibility the form of Greek Architec-
ture yields to us, more than any other, the logical architectural 
maximum of satisfaction. Pure form in all the arts, was the 
forte of the Greeks; they were so strong in that quality and the 
air in which they lived so aided the effects which they wished 
to produce, that after obtaining it, they sought to qualify it, 
therefore they coloured their statues and buildings. The strong 
attic light reduced and fused the colours and modified what they 
felt to be unduly insistent form. Greece had sunshine in abun-
dance, and this was well overhead and in every way calculated 
to reveal FORM and the faults of FORM. 

In the north, less light and poorer visibility, made every 
light-catching and form-revealing point important. That and 
the "CLOUD" of the building—its various silhouettes and pro-
files, gave it its value. 

The general mass of the Gothic cathedral had to impress 
when it was seen from afar, and when inspected closely, its 
wealth of highly relieved, elaborate and ornamental detail had 
to please, and in what was originally well timbered country, in 
order to impress, it was imperative that the structure should 
possess superior height, so different from nude Greece, lean and 
rocky, and which required unequivocal FORM and nothing but 
"lens-clear" atmosphere between it and the viewer, through 
which the good and the bad were equally seen, without possibility 
of escape and, in the case of buildings—seen miles off. 

This atmosphere made for a public life so open, that in order 
to ensure privacy, the domestic life of the Greeks was almost 
oriental in its seclusion. The Greeks, therefore, expended their 

[genius 
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genius in the design and erection of public buildings, and as far 
as my "brother brushes" are concerned, these were the finest that 
were ever designed and they were the most susceptible to exten-
sion or adaptation. 

It should be understood that I am speaking of these artists 
whom I know, and those who give any thought to the matter, 
rightly or wrongly, hold this view, particularly as far as it affects 
this country. Like the Greeks, we are a great out-door people, 
but unlike them, we are a great house-visiting people, perpetually 
calling upon each other, consequently, our dwellings can have no 
precedent in the enclosed refuges from publicity, which in ancient 
Greece, did duty for homes. Instinctively, we turn, if not to 
Greece, to her architectural sphere of influence—to the Medi-
terranean generally—for guidance regarding the shape which 
our architecture should take. 

By Australian artists, steep pitched roofs are unconsciously 
felt to be inconsistent with our climate; so also are grey roofing 
tiles and slates which too closely match and merge into our 
foliage with which they should, on the contrary, contrast. In 
Cairo, the dwellings of the Matossians revive the ancient 
Egyptian domiciles, and although in the suburbs, one feels that 
they are not only beautiful but appropriate shelters from the 
prevailing climatic conditions—bulwarks against great heat, the 
* "Khamsin," insects and dust. 

Physically and geographically, we resemble the Mediter-
ranean belt; racially, we differ from it a great deal, and it will 
only be when the recognition of these factors, and a proper recon-
ciliation of them is brought about, that our National Architec-
ture will emerge. 

It is the same in painting. Our practitioners are conscious 
of undecidedness, and they inwardly realise that, in spite of com-
placent assertions, there is no such thing as "Australian Art." 
Of course there is not. Except for the subject matter—and then 
only in landscape—art here is less national than in any other  
country; in most cases it follows or borrows, old formulae, and  
that, not too brilliantly. 

*The Khamsin is a wind that blows for forty days. 
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Out of this "bog of indecision," architecture must lead the 
way. On it and from it pictures depend. We are an extraordin-
arily homogeneous race, and our land is probably the largest 
that may be instantly recognised as being undeniably individual. 
Our landscape varies less than that of any other large country 
in the world, and while, in some ways, that operates against us, 
in others it is a great advantage. Our uniform physical condi-
tions and our "true to type" stock, ensure that we retain a 
singularly pure character—British, transplanted to a spot which 
is favourable to human well-being. We possess a "get together" 
capacity which no other nation has yet enjoyed, and which is 
destined to settle many large problems, unanimity of purpose 
working to one end. Among the painters there is an extra-
ordinary lack of cohesion, of solidarity, of interest in the work 
of other men. 

No re-unions, means no confabulations, no discussions, no 
wranglings, no criticism. We have come to think of ourselves 
as of but mediate use to the community. Architects have con-
crete proof to the contrary of their value and as,  they grow, and 
artists grow, we will more and more reciprocally become the 
helpful critics and appreciators of each other. 

I believe that artists would like to see in our cities :— (1) 
The corners of buildings at street intersections cut off, in order 
to facilitate traffic and to provide better vistas. (2) More ar-
cades. (3) More domes and cupolas. (4) More campinili. (5) 
Choice ornament and fine lettering on buildings. (6) The limit 
of height in buildings modified. (The last will keep material, as 
we know it to-day, to its proper use.) 

Interiors also, both those of offices and domestic buildings 
will be kept adaptable for artistic decoration and generally, 
buildings will become acceptable to artists, when they (the build-
ings) are considered (as they were in Renaissance days), indis-
pensable as backgrounds to pictures. 

[Discussion 
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DISCUSSION. 

Mr. W. A. M. Blackett (F.), said that he had listened to the 
lecture with very great interest, because many of the thoughts 
expressed by Mr. MacDonald had suggested great possibilities. 
His criticisms had been constructive rather than destructive. 
Mr. MacDonald had, very rightly, stressed the question of pro-
portion, which was a governing factor, and what was of almost 
equal importance, that of colour. 

It frequently happened that artists shewed extreme vague-
ness in their remarks, but he congratulated Mr. MacDonald upon 
the lucid exposition which he had given. He moved that a hearty 
vote of thanks be accorded to the lecturer, and hoped that Mr. 

'!„'i' 	MacDonald would favour the members with further lectures 
which would provide additional backgrounds for the fine word 
pictures which he had presented to them. 

Mr. P. W. Meldrum (A.), said that he had great pleasure 
in seconding the motion. He thought that the lecture was not 
nearly long enough. The artist's views, which Mr. MacDonald 
had so ably expressed, should be a very great help to them in 
their work. 

Mr. W. S. P. Godfrey (F.) , supported the motion. He con-
sidered the lecture a most interesting one. Mr. MacDonald ap-
peared to be somewhat concerned about the skylines and the 
possibility of buildings thirty stories high being erected, but he 
(the speaker) thought that there was no probability of anything 
such as that occurring, not only because the height of buildings 
in the city was regulated but for the reason that it was more or 
less governed by the surroundings. In New York, the buildings 
were concentrated in such a small area that high buildings were 
a necessity, but that position had not been reached here yet. Mr. 
MacDonald had referred to the purity of Grecian art, and rightly 
so. Grecian art was pure because it was constructive. 

Mr. R. B. Hamilton (A.) , supported the motion. He con-
sidered that Mr. MacDonald's very intellectual address was of 
great value, particularly in view of the fact that he had em- 
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phasised the importance of collaboration between the architect 
and the artist; hitherto, they had not co-operated to such an 
extent as they should have done and he thought that it would be 
very beneficial if architects consulted those who practised the 
allied arts, in connection with all their work; that was particu-
larly true with regard to the larger works. The outline of the 
artist's conception of architecture which had been given by the 
lecturer, had been extremely elevating. 

Mr. W. Lucas (F.) , supported the motion. He said that Mr. 
MacDonald had, by the delivering of this lecture, rendered the 
Institute considerable service. Some of them realised that there 
was a sort of conflict in their work. They really were Goths, 
but in a climate savouring more of that of Greece than of the 
climate of Gothic lands, with the exception that here, there was 
nothing like the brilliance which existed in Greece, nor the 
beauty of its statuary. Yet they felt more prone to express 
their individuality in the Gothic sense of immense variety, and 
the tendency towards over elaboration. Mr. MacDonald had 
rendered further service when he impressed upon them the im-
portance of seeing their own work in mass rather than in line. 
They professed to know nothing about colour ; they are artists 
in line; Mr. MacDonald could not have failed to realise, that for 
some years, the intense individuality of Melbourne architects, 
had prompted them to display an absolute disregard for what 
their neighbours were doing ; they apparently ignored it. That 
was to be observed in the absolute neglect of any attempt 
at uniformity in even the Ieading lines of neighbouring buildings. 
There are many instances of buildings which had been erected 
recently in which the artist would consider that a little more 
consideration regarding other buildings in the vicinity would 
have had a beneficial effect not only upon the older structures, 
but upon the newer ones. He congratulated the lecturer upon 
his very excellent paper. 

Mr. W. M. Campbell (F.), supported the motion. He thought 
that the lecture was one which should be published in the Journal 
and studied before they would be in a position to discuss it pro-

[perly 
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perly. One thing which would be of great benefit to the man 
who was being educated in architecture was the study of the 
composition of the works of great painters. 

By doing that, the great ideals of the artists would be 
engrafted on to his system and would probably improve his 
general architecture. Mr. W. B. Griffin had once told him, that 
he (Mr. Griffin) made a practice of closely studying the clouds, 
and that they seemed to bring him ideas. Mr. Griffin was a man 
of considerable originality, and probably there was a great deal 
in what he said. 

Mr. K. A. Henderson (F.), joined in support of the motion. 
Mr. Macdonald had, he said, emphasised in no uncertain way, the 
two fundamental portions of the work of the architect; first, 
that form should bear a definite and satisfactory relation to 
function, and that the essential principle of their work was, that 
a building should express the purpose for which it was to be used. 
He thought that those were the two main points that gave satis-
faction and imparted rest to their buildings. Their point of 
view was very different from that of the Artist, inasmuch as the 
artist's work was the expression of an IMPRESSION ; the work 
of the architect was the expression of a PURPOSE. The artist 
saw something and expressed it through one of the media that 
artists used ; the architect had to express the purpose of his work 
in cold hard materials. Melbourne suffered from a considerable 
disadvantage in one respect, owing to the fact that some of her 
main streets run almost east and west. For eight months in the 
year, those buildings which are on the north sides of such streets 
could not be viewed in sunlight. 

Mr. J. H. Harvey (F.), also supported the motion, and 
corroborated the comments of Mr. Henderson relating to the 
orientation of some of the streets of the city. 

The President said that he was much interested in the 
remarks of Mr. MacDonald regarding a national style of architec-
ture for Australia. He had often thought of that subject. He 
also thought that the opinion of the lecturer was shared by the 
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majority of their members, when he said that they should look 
towards the shores of the Mediterranean for inspiration regard-
ing a national style of Architecture. Such would, he thought, 
eventually materialise, but this would be brought about by the 
process of evolution through the course of a number of years; 
it would be a gradual growth, and if it was to be successfully 
developed we must expend a great deal of energy in ensuring that 
our students are properly educated and trained, and that they 
enjoyed facilities for travel. The Institute had made a com-
mencement in that direction by the establishment of the War 
Memorial Scholarship. 

He was strongly of opinion that during the period of their 
education, the students should make a very serious study of 
Greek classic architecture. He believed that it would form the 
basis of what would eventually be a national style of architec-
ture, and by studying that work he was of opinion that our 
students of architecture would, in the course of time, produce 
something which would be suitable to and expressive of the 
characteristics of our climatic conditions. 

The members had been delighted with this most interesting 
lecture, and he thanked Mr. MacDonald very much for his efforts. 

The motion was then carried with acclamation. 

Mr. MacDonald acknowledged the vote of thanks briefly. 
Regarding the height limit of buildings in the city, he said that 
when he referred to the limit of height, Mr. Godfrey was under 
a slight misapprehension. He (Mr. MacDonald) was well aware 
of the conditions ruling in New York, and what he meant to say 
was, that he thought that they could go to the limit here, and the 
genius of architects would arrange for sufficient variety in 
the buildings to counteract the effect of formality which might 
be due to any uniformity in their height. 

He also considered it very advisable that architects should 
have their names inscribed upon any buildings which they 
erected. 

[He 
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He remarked that he was very keen on the question of a 
national architecture and in connection with that idea, he had 
studied the climatic statistics and the historical records of rain-
fall. Although it was thought that we in Australia were some-
what at the mercy of the climate, research had shewn that we 
are not so badly off as some appear to think. With the exception 
of Greece, we are more favourably situated than almost any 
other part of the world. The rainfall here is greater than it is 
in London, and Melbourne had a much more liberal allowance 
of actinic rays than any other capital in the world except Athens. 
That inclined him to think that we should be a sculptural race. 

We have colour combinations that cannot be surpassed in 
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	any part of the world, and he thought that our architecture 
should be adapted to our own wonderful colour conditions. Steep 
roofs are not a necessity here because snow had not to be 
removed from the roofs, and it did not matter whether we had a 
quarter of an acre of roof surface or only a hundred square feet, 
we could only catch the amount of rain which fell upon that par- 
ticular ular area. 
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OBITUARY 

HARRY COOPER DAY. 

HE passing of Harry Cooper Day at the early age of 
37 removed from the activities of the N.S.W. Institute 
an architect who was whole-heartedly loyal to the 
interests of the profession. His energy and activity as 
Honorary Secretary of the N.S.W. Institute and his 

enthusiasm in connection with Council Affairs of that Institute 
and the annual exhibition for many years acted as an incentive 
to every member of the Council and the Exhibition Committee 
in particular. 

His cheery presence will be missed acutely by his fellow 
members but memory of a charming personality will remain 
green for many years to come. 

Those who enjoyed his intimate friendship record a disposi- 
tion extremely considerate and delightfully unaffected, with a 
thought always for "the other fellow." 

Harry Day was exceedingly keen to succeed in his pro-
fession and his work, which for some years past, had given 
evidence of individuality, would, had he been spared, probably 
have secured for him recognition as a talented exponent of the 
Art. 

Sir Charles Rosenthal loses a partner whose place it will 
be very difficult to fill—to him we offer our sympathy, and to his 
widow and three children, who suffer such an irreparable loss, 
we extend expressions of the deepest solicitude. 

Harry Cooper Day was born at Pennant Hills 37 years ago. 
He was educated at the Church of England Grammar School, 
North Sydney, and gained his first architectural experience in 
the office of his father, Mr. M. Cooper Day. 

(Although the late Mr. Day was not a member of the 
R.V.I.A., he was known to several of the members, and his office 
as Assistant Secretary of the Federal Council of the Institutes 
of Architects of Australia brought him into touch with all those 
Institutes.) 
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THE LIBRARY. 

OURNAL of the R.I.B.A. The Journal for May 23rd, 
contains the discussion on the paper read by Mr. P. J. 
Waldram on "The Natural and Artificial Lighting of 
Buildings." In this number will also be found interest-
ing speeches at the Annual Dinner, and the report of a 

lecture on "Heraldry and Architecture" by Mr. W. H. Godfrey, 
F.S.A. (It may be remembered by some of the older members, 
that an interesting lecture on "Heraldry Applied to Architec-
ture," was delivered at a meeting of the R.V.I.A. on April 24th, 
1906, by Mr. E. Wilson Dobbs, with local illustrations by the 
present editor.) 	"The Selection of a Building Stone," also 
occupies a place in the same issue. This is by Professor Laurie. 
In the number for June 13th will be found an address which was 
delivered at the inaugural meeting of "The British Architects' 
Conference, Newcastle-on-Tyne," by Sir Theodore Morison, 
K.C.S.I., Vice-Chancellor of the University of Durham. This is 
entitled "Architects and the Public." 

(It will be noted, that at this Conference, a presentation 
was made to Mr. Ian MacAlister, M.A., Sec. R.I.B.A.) 

A Paper on "Recent Developments in Apartment Housing in 
America," which was read by Mr. W. T. Benslyn, A.R.I.B.A., 
and the Report on Waterloo Bridge, are in the same number. 

"Architecture" (Sydney) , for May last, contains an illus-
trated lecture by N. Warren Waterhouse, B.E., A.M.I.Struct.E., 
on "Structural Engineering," also plans of the Sydney Crema-
torium at Rookwood Cemetery. 
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The number for August has the report of the Annual Meet-
ing of the New South Wales Institute, an interesting address on 
"Agra and The Taj," by Mr. J. E. Munnings, A.R.I.B.A., and an 
article on "Heraldry and its application to Architectural Decora- 
tion." (This, taken in conjunction with the paper referred to 
above, on the same subject, would appear to indicate that the 
study of "Heraldry" is being given more attention recently.) 

The Journal of the New Zealand Institute of Architects for 
July, reports the proceedings associated with the establishment 
of the Chair of Architecture at Auckland University College, at 
a dinner which was given on 30th April last, to welcome the first 
occupant of the Chair, Professor C. R. Knight. "Town Planning" 
and "The History of the New Zealand Institute of Architects" 
are also dealt with. 

The Architectural and Building Journal of Queensland for 
Septa deals with "The 1925 Royal National Exhibition" in a 
special supplement. 

Journal of The American Institute of Architects for June 
last deals with "Architecture and Broad Planning," has articles 
by Raymond Unwin, Lewis Mumford and others, and photo-
engravings from paintings by Maurice Uttrillo. 

(A note regarding the history of the American Institute 
seems to shew that its early experience somewhat resembled that 
of the R.V.I.A.) The number for August contains "Sketches and 
Photographs of Buildings in New Orleans," also sketches of 
examples of ornamental ironwork to be found in the same City. 

"The American Architect" for June 17th publishes a chaste 
design for "The G.A.R. Memorial Building," Peoria, Ill., engrav-
ings of a Restaurant in Chicago, Illustrations of new buildings 
for "The McMillan Co., New York," an interesting article on 
"Fire Resistance on Concrete Columns," and a note on the cutting 
of timber, entitled "Quarter Sawed." Illustrations of a "Golf 
Club House" with "Airplane Views" of a Golf Course are also 
given. 
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In the same Journal for July are the premiated design for 
the Roosevelt Memorial, photographs of domestic structures, and 
an article dealing with Constantinople. The issue of July 29th con-
tains an interesting article on "America's National Architecture" 
by A. C. Bossom, F.R.I.B.A. This deals with the original style 
which was developed by the MAYANS in Central America. 

The "Architectural Review" (London) for August has an 
article on "Mural Painting," which deals with the work of Colin 
Gill, "The War Memorial at Aston College" is illustrated, as is 
also a paper on "Fire-backs" which relates their history and 
development. Illustrations of "Italian Gardens in Prague," and 
Sculpture at the Paris Exhibition" also adorn this number. 

"The Builder," for June 12th, has a description and illustra-
tions of "Bristol University New Buildings," an article on "The 
Planning and Equipment of a Gymnasium," and "Illustrations 
of Manchester Art Gallery." Further prints of the latter adorn 
the issues for June 19th and 26th. 

In the number for July 31st appears a small "pictorial 
satire" on the appearance of many of our modern cities. It has 
evidently been inspired by the fact that a view of the labyrinth of 
wires, sky signs, etc., to which we are accustomed, savours some-
what of looking through a photo. negative of "Chain lightning." 
There is also a design for an "Open-air Theatre," and "New Busi-
ness Premises of 10 floors, in St. Martin's-le-Grand, London, are 
copiously illustrated by geometrical drawings. 

The issue for July 10th contains illustrations of Newcastle-
on-Tyne and Durham. 
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MEMBERS' SECTION 

OLLOWING upon the lines of the R.I.B.A., it has been 
decided to devote a portion of each issue of the 
"R.V.I.A. Journal of Proceedings" to the publication of 
notes which may concern members apart from the for- 
	 mal transactions of the Institute. 

Under this heading, changes in the addresses of firms of 
Architects, announcements relating to partnerships, of practi-
tioners who may require assistants, assistants who may desire 
engagements and other matters which may be of a personal, 
rather than a general nature will come, and such will be inserted 
in the Journal free of charge. 

Communications must be addressed to the Editor, and must 
be accompanied by the full name and address. Where anonymity 
is desired, "box numbers" will be given and answers will be 
forwarded. 

VACATION OF PREMISES. 

A firm of Architects removing from Collins House, is 
desirous of sub-letting its present offices as "a going concern" 
(to an approved tenant firm). The lease has two years to run. 
Fittings and furniture could be taken over at a valuation. 
Further particulars may be obtained from the Hon. Secretary, 
R.V.I.A., 527 Collins Street. 
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Members Abroad.— It will be noted in the report of the 
proceedings at the Conference of Architects which was recently 
held in Durham, that Messrs. R. H. Alsop (F.) and H. J. Kerr 
(F.) were in attendance. From what we hear, these members 
have been having a good time. Mr. Kerr expects to be among 
his friends in Melbourne again, about the end of November. 

Architects' Names on Buildings.—Appropos of the lecture 
recently given before members by Mr. J. S. MacDonald, and 
published in the present issue of this Journal, and his remarks 
relating to the desirability of Architects having their names 
inscribed on their buildings, there is, in the "American Archi-
tect" for July 29th "A Sketch Portrait" of an Architect included 
as part of the ornament of one of his buildings. 
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