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ADIGEST OF THE FIRST REPORT OF 
THE METROPOLITAN TOWN 

PLANNING COMMISSION. VICTORIA. 

A lecture delivered before the members of the Royal 
Victorian Institute of Architects on 26th May, 1925, 

by Alderman Frank Stapley (F.) 

LDERMAN STAPLEY prefaced his remarks by stating 
that "A Digest" was a rather good title for an after 
dinner address. He said that he had not prepared any 
formal paper, but intended to illustrate, by means of 
plans and diagrams in the form of lantern slides, any 

points in the Report which might appear more or less obscure 
to those who read it casually, but would probably be more clearly 
understood if presented as he proposed. 

As an introduction the lecturer said that as far as the 
alteration and improvement of existing towns are concerned, 
the title "Town Planning" was not a happy one, and it was to 
be regretted that some more expressive and explanatory title 
was not given to the Commission. Its work was primarily the 
improvement and re-arrangement of roads and streets in the 
metropolitan area, together with the consideration and co-ordin-
ation of every phase of metropolitan development. 

He referred briefly to what led to the appointment of the 
Commission, and alluded to its constitution and to its apparently 
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approaching demise (unless the Government should see fit to re-
appoint it, which is really the course which ordinary common 
sense would dictate) . 

The expense involved by the extension of the term of the 
Commission would be very small, as the members acted in an 
honorary capacity, the main item of expense being the salaries 
of the few paid officials who comprise the staff. 

The Commission consists of nine members, four of whom 
are experts appointed by the Government and five by the 
municipalities. 

He explained that the Victorian Government Statist had 
calculated that the population of the Metropolis would reach 
2,000,000 in forty years' time, and when it came to be con-
sidered that (as one authority had stated) an increase of 20 
per cent. in the population of a given area practically doubles 
the traffic, the attendant increase in railway and street traffic 
in the time mentioned, must obviously produce an appalling state 
of affairs, unless some provision were made to meet the require-
ments of this vast increase very soon. 

In the year 1924 there were 81,000 motor vehicles registered 
in Victoria, which represents one for every 20 persons; if the 
same class of vehicle continues to increase in the same propor-
tion as in the past, the result must be one for every 15 persons 
before many years. In America in 1923 there was one motor 
vehicle for every 7.5 people, and in Canada one for every 17. 
Of the 81,000 registered in Victoria last year, probably more 
than one half were travelling in metropolitan streets, and it 
would be very safe to assume that the figure of 135,000 which 
would be one for 15 persons, would be in the same streets in 
1964. A traffic check taken by the Commission during a period 
of 13 hours on a normal day in the principal city area, shewed 
that 57,533 passenger carrying vehicles at various points trans-
ported a total of 333,638 passengers across the city boundaries. 
The automobiles comprised 53.7 per cent of this figure, yet they 
transported• only 18.5 per cent. of the passengers. The tram- 
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cars constituted 16.6. per cent. of these vehicles, but they dealt 
with 72.8 per cent. of the passengers. 

As a result of this census some very interesting figures 
were obtained. 

The much discussed and maligned tramcar was found to 
constitute only 9.09 per cent, of the total traffic of the City 
whilst 33 per cent. was found to be horse-drawn traffic. 

Alderman Stapley said that these figures could not be over-
looked when considering the problem of mass transportation in 
the City, and consequently the Commission is convinced that the 
tramcar is still the most economical passenger carrying unit 
yet devised for the street traffic. 

Turning to the subject of railway passenger traffic, the lec-
turer said that for the year ending June 30th, 1924, the metro-
politan railways transported nearly 158,000,000 people, which 
represents an average of 185 journeys per head of population for 
the year. The average daily number of railway passengers in the 
metropolitan area was given as 431,611, and 282,851 of these used 
Princes. Bridge and Flinders Street Stations daily. It had to 
be remembered that nearly one half of the daily traffic of this 
great passenger station was dealt with in four hours only. That 
gave an average of nearly 600 per minute during peak load 
periods ! 

The Commission was very apprehensive of the future 
capacity of the station, and not only that, but of the means of 
communication between the streets and the trains. 

It was this great concentration of railway passengers at 
the Flinders Street Station, that contributed so much towards 
the congestion that Melbourne experiences to-day. The Com-
mission had pointed out in its Report that the maintenance of 
the ratio of journeys per head of population at the existing 
figures, would, with the normal increase in population, increase 
the patronage of the Flinders Street Station by 100 per cent. 
in 29 years ; the Commission, however, would not admit that the 
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station would ever be capable of dealing with anything like that 
number, and it became an urgent question as to whether it was 
imprudent to discountenance as much as possible any expendi-
ture upon extensive alterations to the station if such would 
result in greater concentration and consequent congestion. The 
Commission further considers that it is necessary to find some 
practical scheme of relief at no distant date, and it therefore 
recommends the development of a new loop line connecting Rich-
mond and North Melbourne stations through the north of the 
city, approximately along Victoria Street, with one or two inter-
mediate stations. By the adoption of this proposal, it would 
be possible to distribute the railway passenger traffic in an effec-
tive manner, and it would at the same time, permit of consider-
able expansion in the traffic without causing congestion in the 
centre of the City. 

For these reasons the Commission was opposed to any 
expenditure upon sub-ways under Flinders Street to reach the 
Flinders Street Station. 

It is also recommended that as much goods traffic as pos-
sible be kept off the Flinders Street and Spencer Street Viaduct, 
by diverting such into the Outer Circle and North Fitzroy lines, 
and a further recommendation was that the St. Kilda and Port 
Melbourne lines should be diverted into Spencer Street Station, 
instead of Flinders Street ; the new tramway, now under con-
struction would render this possible without serious inconveni-
ence to any large number of people. 

Every lofty building erected in the City contributed its 
quota to the congestion of traffic ; high buildings necessitated 
wider roads, and that fact rendered the need for the regulating 
of the height of structures self evident. (It had been mentioned 
in a previous lecture which he had given before the Institute, 
that the traffic authorities had calculated that if the whole of 
the buildings in New York, had for some reason to be simultan-
eously emptied, the streets could not possibly hold the people.) 
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There was usually public opposition to alterations such as 
the Commission suggested, and the Alderman reminded his 
hearers that when the picket fences which formerly enclosed the 
plantations in Victoria Parade were removed, the value of the 
adjacent properties was increased to such an extent that the 
expense incurred was fully justified, and from the point of view 
of the City Council, the improvement was a paying proposition. 
That was only a minor instance, but there was ample evidence 
to show that the same thing applied in the case of other under-
takings which involved heavy expenditure. 

The opinion of experts was, that the cost of widening 
narrow portions of main roads, such as High Street and Welling-
ton Street, St. Kilda ; Point Nepean Road ; Bridge Road and Vic-
toria Street, Richmond; High Street, Kew; Mount Alexander 
Road, and so on, would be eventually met by the greatly in-
creased value of the frontages to the wider streets, and by the 
imposition of a "betterment rate" for the area which acquired 
an enhanced value as the result of the expenditure of public 
money. 

In answer to the public objection to the proposed roads 
through the Botanical Gardens, Fawkner Park, Yarra Park, etc., 
he pointed out that the Commission was quite as jealous of the 
preservation of reserves as any of those who were making all 
the noise, but at the same time it was necessary to be practical. 
It might surprise the critics to know that the First Report of 
the Commission recommended nearly 180 acres of additional 
park lands and reserves in the small area of the Metropolis 
which the Report dealt with. In the same area and the same 
report, the Commission was providing roads for utilities in 
the existing parks which required an excision. of only 24 acres 
for other public purposes. 

It must not be overlooked that 24 per cent. of the total 
acreage of the Municipality of Melbourne was represented by 
reserves, and it had surprised the Commission to find that it 
was possible to provide all the arterial roads which it considered 
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necessary, with so little interference with such a large area of 
parks. Furthermore, it is the opinion of the Commission, that 
the provision of a road through a park does not detract from 
its value, but rather is the utility of the park increased by the 
giving of better access to it. 

The plans of the Commission for the development of Fisher-
man's Bend, incorporated almost without amendment the 
proposals submitted by the Melbourne Harbour Trust Commis-
sioners, and it had been found, that after making this provision 
for future harbour purposes, there remained an area of about 
900 acres of Fisherman's Bend, having an ideal situation for 
a well planned industrial and residential area. 

At the same time, the Commission had taken advantage of 
this opportunity to provide arterial roads, one across the "Bend" 
in a westerly direction to Spotswood and connecting with the 
Geelong Road, the other to Williamstown to be constructed in 
conjunction with the reclamation work which is now in progress 
under the Harbour Trust, and which will permit of the provision 
of a tunnel under the mouth of the Yarra. This tunnel will 
have a length of approximately 70 chains, and its construction 
was not only a future necessity, but an economically practical 
scheme, if a "betterment rate" were applied to the whole of 
the City of Williamstown. 

The value of the lecturer's remarks was greatly increased 
by the exhibition of various parts of the Report, and the pro-
jection on the screen of nearly fifty lantern slides, most of which 
comprised the Commission's plans, of pas% and present condi-
tions, and shewing the "lay-outs" as they would appear if the 
suggested improvements were carried out. Each slide was min-
utely explained as the lecturer proceeded, and a vast amount of 
information relating to the proposals of the Commission was 
imparted, together with the reasons which prompted its members 
to arrive at their determinations. 

Alderman Stapley concluded by eulogistic references to the 
Staff of the Commission, and counselled those who desired 



first 'Report of the town Planning Commission. 	69 

further particulars relating to the recommendations to peruse 
the Report carefully, as the subject was altogether too vast to 
be dealt with in any comprehensive manner in a single evening. 

The President emphasised the important nature of this large 
subject, and regretted that the Commission had not yet been 
able to find time to give attention to the distribution of suburban 
traffic in the City area. He thought that if a loop line of rail-
way were constructed from, say Jolimont by way of the Hay-
market and North Melbourne, to Spencer Street, the condition 
of things would be eased considerably. That there was going 
to be a great development in a northerly direction seemed 
evident. One thing for which the residents in the City area had 
to be thankful, was the fixing of the height limit for buildings 
at 132 feet to the parapet in the wider streets, which, he thought, 
would eventually ensure a fairly uniform sky-line. That an 
increase of population to 2,000,000 during the next 40 years was 
contemplated, induced serious thought, and shewed very plainly 
that no time should be lost in getting to work to improve matters 
before the cost became too great, in order to prepare for the 
anticipated increase of population. The scheme proposed by 
the Commission for the diversion of traffic along Hanna Street, 
South Melbourne, to the St. Kilda Road, was, he thought, an 
excellent one, as was also the directing of the St. Kilda and 
Port Melbourne railway traffic into Spencer Street Station. 
The existence of these two lines running parallel with the river 
on the south side, constituted an absolute block to traffic cross-
ing the Yarra in a north and south direction. He then announced 
that the subject was open for discussion. 

Mr. P. A. Oakley (F.), in proposing a vote of thanks to Mr. 
Stapley, remarked that all present must be impressed by the 
splendid explanation of the Report of the Commission which 
had been given by the Chairman. He was, without doubt, an 
enthusiast, and where enthusiasm existed the results were, as 
a rule, good. He considered that the Commission should be con-
gratulated upon the various schemes which it had evolved for 
the better arranging of the streets, trams, railway lines and 

[general 
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.general transport matters of the metropolis. The subject was 
certainly too large to deal with in a single evening. The Govern-
ment had acted wisely in creating the Commission, but the im-
portance of the Report and the desirability of having such action 
taken upon it immediately as would lead to good results, was so 
great that the Commission would be well advised to print addi-
tional copies of its Report and to circulate them as widely as 
possible, as if the recommendations of the Commission were not 
made universally public, and general interest in the scheme 
created, there was a great chance of the matter being shelved 
for want of a proper appreciation of its value on the part of 
citizens. He suggested that lectures should be delivered in the 
different municipalities in the metropolitan area so as to arouse 
public enthusiasm as that was the best way to ensure the achieve-
ment of practical results. He considered that, taken as a whole, 
the scheme was a fine conception, and should go a long way 
toward the solution of many of the difficulties with which we are 
faced at the present time. Although the cost of the works pro-
posed to be undertaken first, would reach £2,000,000, he con-
sidered that a small amount when one came to realise the 
enormous immediate and future advantages which would result 
from the work of the Commission. Melbourne would, during 
the next few days, be celebrating its 90th birthday, and taking 
into account that during that period of less than a century, a 
magnificent city of which we are all proud had been created, 
the expenditure of such a sum, which the Commission estimated 
could be covered by an additional rate of two-pence, should not 
be allowed to stand in the way of the commencement of the 
works which were outlined in the Report. Reflecting upon the 
benefits which would be conferred upon the present and future 
generations, by the adopting and carrying into effect of this pre-
liminary work, the cost quoted was low. The Government should 
not only be encouraged, but should be urged to create the neces-
sary machinery for the carrying out of the work proposed ; this 
preliminary work could be entered upon by the Commission at 
once provided that it were afforded the necessary powers. The 
Commission was conversant with all the details of the work sug- 
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gested, and should be able to create the necessary organization 
to give effect to its own proposals in a better and more economi-
cal manner than could be attained by the creation of a new body. 
He would like the vote of thanks to the Chairman, to include the 
other members of the "Town Planning Commission" who had so 
ably assisted the Chairman in the production of the Report which 
had been explained to the meeting, and listened to by all . present 
with such great interest. 

Mr. W. A. M. Blackett (F.) seconded the motion, consider-
ing it a happy privilege to do so. Knowing the City and its 
environs as the members of the Institute did, he thought that 
they should all admire the very conservative nature of the 
general scheme, which contained no revolutionary proposals such 
as the altering of the course of the river and other drastic and 
costly operations. The Report should be circulated as widely as 
possible, and the Government should be requested to increase 
the allowance made to the Commission in order that it might be 
in a position to print a sufficient number of copies to admit of 
that. 

The Commission should also have its life extended, as being 
necessary, in order that its investigations may be continued, 
and a commencement made with the first section of the work 
recommended, as the cost of resuming properties must rapidly 
increase. 

Mr. K. A. Henderson (F.) supported the motion. He said 
that the lecturer had afforded his fellow members a wonderful 
peep into the future by explaining the very thorough manner in 
which the Commission had prosecuted its work, and the way 
in which it had anticipated the growth of the metropolis. 

The additional rate of two-pence in the pound, should be 
sufficient to provide a sinking fund which would liquidate the 
debt in, say three generations ; if spread over five or six genera-
tions, all of which would benefit materially by the work, the 
rate might perhaps be reduced to one penny (when allowance 
was made for the natural increase in ratable values), which he 
thought they would all agree was absurdly low. 

[He 
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He held the opinion that detailed destructive criticism of 
the scheme, no matter how tempting in the eyes of some, should 
be avoided ; all citizens should support the Commission's recom-
mendations and not abuse them. For instance, the excision of 
portion of the Botanic Gardens in order to afford a reasonably 
graded contour road from Richmond to the Punt Hill, which 
was opposed by some, could be easily balanced by the addition 
to the Gardens of an equal area of the land now comprised in 
the Domain; that could be obviously effected without the public 
losing a square foot of space. He trusted that every citizen 
would do his best to strengthen the hands of the Commission 
and in that way recognise the extremely valuable work which 
its members had done in an entirely honorary manner. 

Mr. W. F. Gates, M.A. (Hon. Sec. to the Town Planning 
Association), supported the motion. The Town Planning As-
sociation had, he said, enthusiastically passed a resolution sup-
porting the main lines of the scheme. 

He felt sorry to find that if carried into effect it would 
result in the loss of a small portion of the Botanic Gardens, but 
it did not seem apparent that there was any alternative. The 
duty of all citizens, now that a definite and well considered 
scheme had been placed before them, was to exert their influence 
to ensure that it should not be shelved. The populace has put 
up with irregular architecture, has allowed the railway authori-
ties to construct what is practically a wall round the City, and 
it is apparently content to endure anything. Vested interests 
are already beginning to move in order to stifle attempts at 
improvement, and other interests will follow if the people are 
sufficiently foolish or supine to allow them with the result that 
things will still be suffered to drift. He appealed to members 
of the R.V.I.A. to keep the Report in mind, to take care that 
it was not shelved, and to use their influence to the utmost to 
ensure that the proposals of the Commission be carried into 
effect. 

Dr. Sinclair (Medical Officer of Health, City of Melbourne) , 
supported the motion. He said that the Address had imparted 
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life to the Report of the Commission. We had only to observe 
what had been accomplished abroad to receive some impression 
of what is possible here. 

When we consider what has been effected in the neighbour-
hood of the Sydney Railway Station, and compare what that 
area is to-day with the state of things that existed a few years 
ago when the old Redfern Station was in use, the change 
appeared magical. The improvement as regarded hygiene, 
appearance, and transport facilities alone, was really wonder-
ful, to say nothing of the great increase in the value of the pro-
perties which were affected and which was entirely due to 
the alterations. In other countries the same thing had occurred. 
In Amsterdam, which he visited last year, an authority stated 
that greater powers were needed in the re-planning of areas 
in existing cities. Compared with the Manchester Scheme, 
which covers 190 square miles, and with the New York Scheme 
which embraces 5000 square miles (they do things in a big way 
in America), the works recommended for Melbourne were not 
really gigantic at all. 

The motion was then put and carried with acclamation. 

Alderman Stapley asked the members of the Commission 
who were present to acknowledge it. 

Councillor E. C. Rigby (Mayor of Hawthorn, and a Member 
of the Town-Planning Commission), expressed the pleasure which 
he felt at being once more present at a meeting of the R.V.I.A. 
On behalf of the lecturer, he thanked the members for the vote. 
The Chairman had worked hard, and all the members of the 
Commission had supported him, and he (Councillor Rigby) ex-
pressed the opinion that the fact that such a body as the R.V.I.A. 
supported the scheme, would render material assistance to it. 

The Commission itself had suggested to the Government 
that if entrusted with the power, it was in a position to under-
take the work without any extra organization; the necessary 
machinery already exists, and there is no reason whatever why 

[some 
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some of the more urgent works should not be entered upon at 
once and the proposals of the Commission given some practical 
effect. The Commission itself was somewhat surprised to find, 
on considering the matter, that the scheme recommended could 
be successfully financed by so moderate an amount as would be 
provided by the imposition of a two-penny rate in the Metro-
politan area. 

The Commissioners have arranged to call their Councils 
together in order to hear their (the Commisgion's) views, and 
to have the details of the Report explained as the Chairman had 
done that evening. He remarked that they were all fond of 
their City, and the sooner a commencement was made, the sooner 
the work would be completed and the more economically it 
would be effected. 



VISIT OF MEMBERS OF THE 
R.V.I.A. TO GEELONG. 

[For the information of members in other States, who may 
not be well acquainted with that portion of Victoria which lies 
south of the Main Dividing Range, it may not be out of place 
to mention that the large and important City of Geelong has 
a very picturesque situation on Corio Bay, a beautiful indenta-
tion which forms the extreme west corner of Port Phillip Bay. 
It is 45 miles south-west from Melbourne, with which it is in 
regular communication by rail, motor buses and steamers. 

It is a point which was reached by the explorers Hume and 
Hovell in the overland journey which they undertook in the 
year 1824, and in 1837 Sir Richard Bourke issued instructions 
for the survey of two townships in this part of the settlement 
of Port Phillip. These, as well as other villages, were sub-
sequently merged into one town. 

The Town (now the City) of Geelong, was incorporated by 
an Act passed by the Legislative Council of New South Wales, 
which received the Royal Assent on the 12th of October, 1849, 
and it and Melbourne, are the only two municipalities in Vic-
toria, that were incorporated under the same conditions, the 
privileges pertaining to which they still enjoy. The City and 
district has a population of 45,000 and it is a highly important 
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industrial and commercial centre. It is the fifth largest wool 
centre in Australia. Many of its public and mercantile buildings 
are of a handsome character ; it possesses a good water supply 
and sewerage system, is lighted by both gas and electricity, and 
has electric tramways running to various points in the suburbs 
together with other adjuncts of a prosperous city, whilst as an 
educational centre, it might be almost described as "the Eton 
of Australia."] 

OR the first time since its foundation in 1871, the 
R.V.I.A. has held a meeting in one of the provincial 
cities of Victoria. 

On June 26th a party of about 30 members visited 
"The Victorian City of Churches," as Geelong is some-

times termed (though it is in danger of losing that distinction, 
as it is gradually becoming referred to as "The Bradford of 
Australia") . 

The visit was the outcome of an invitation which had been 
issued by those members of the Institute who are practising in 
Geelong, and was for the purpose of allowing members to be-
come conversant with the ideal position of the city, with the 
noble examples of architecture that adorn it, the number of 
which is still being added to, to make themselves acquainted with 
its thriving industries, and to. be introduced to others which 
are as yet, only in embryo. Incidentally, the visitors became 
thoroughly. seized of the fact that the hospitality of the citizens 
is practically boundless. 

These attributes made so deep an impression upon those 
who saw the city for the first time, as well as on those who 
possessed a merely "nodding acquaintance" with it, gained by 
passing through it in the train, that in many instances they ex-
pressed their great surprise at what was gradually unfolded to 
their view.. The fine weather that ruled, also assisted materially 
in the success of the excursion. 
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The visiting members left Melbourne by cars, and they 
were met by the local members on the site of the Ford Motor 
Works which is about four miles north of the city, on the Mel-
bourne road. There, the drawings for the works were exhibited 
and the `lay-out' explained by the Company's officers, and although 
things are, as yet, in a very primitive condition, the number of 
workmen and horses engaged, the steam shovels at work, and 
the general appearance of things, indicated that work is being 
undertaken in a very large way. 

The cars then left for the City Hall at which the members 
were accorded a Civic Reception by the Mayor, were shown over 
the commodious and tastefully designed buildings which are 
devoted to the conduct of municipal affairs and were afterwards 
entertained by the Mayor in the time-honoured fashion. The 
President (Mr. P. B. Hudson) and the Hon. Secretary (Mr. 
W. M. Campbell), having acknowledged the hospitality of the 
Mayor, the members were invited by him to visit the Eastern 
Beach at which the Council contemplates making considerable 
improvements, several representative citizens accompanying the 
party. As the visitors passed through the streets they were 
afforded an opportunity of viewing the many examples of monu-
mental architecture that grace the city. It was pointed out by 
those who have travelled practically all over the Commonwealth, 
that no other provincial city in Australasia contains so many 
and such varied specimens of fine architecture as Geelong does. 
(For instance, it may be mentioned that the Geelong Office of 
the Bank of Australasia is a finer piece of work than the build-
ing at the corner of George and Jamieson Streets, Sydney, in 
which the business of the Bank was conducted in Sydney prior 
to the erection of the present offices. When members noted the 
disfiguring of such a fine example of Italian Renaissance Archi-
tecture, by the painting of the name of the bank on the dressed 
stonework, they expressed their disapproval of the proceeding 
in a very forcible manner.) 

After reaching the Eastern Beach, the Mayor pointed out 
the area with which the Council intended to deal, and stated 

[that 
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that it had been suggested that a competition should be organized 
in order to obtain designs for the scheme. Mr. Tisdall (City 
Engineer) also imparted considerable information concerning 
the nature of the site. Mr. Hudson stated that it was part of 
the policy of the Institute to promote competitions on the lines 
indicated, and he assured those present that it would render 
any assistance desired in connection with the proposal. 
Eventually, he said that two members of the Institute who re-
sided in Geelong would be appointed to co-operate with the local 
committee in the preparation of a report dealing with the 
project. 

The local architects then entertained the visitors at lunch, 
after which the mills of "The Geelong R.S. & S. Woollen & 
Worsted Co-operative Manufacturing Co.," which were estab-
lished in 1920 were inspected, and the processes associated with 
the various stages of Woollen manufacture were explained by 
the Manager (Mr. Schofield) and the Secretary (Mr. E. J. 
Fairnie) . 

The party afterwards left for Fyansford which is situated 
at the junction of the Barwon & Moorabool Rivers, in order to 
visit the works of "Australian Cement Ltd." at which they were 
received by Mr. W. B. McCann, the General Manager. This 
establishment is situated in a beautiful position, which is also 
ideal for the purposes of manufacture, and from it, a magnificent 
view of the lovely Moorabool Valley is obtained. Mr. McCann 
and members of the staff conducted the visitors through the 
works, and the details pertaining to the manufacture. of Port-
land Cement were explained as well as they could be, considering 
the almost deafening noise occasioned by the grinding and other 
machinery, which was reinforced at intervals by that resulting 
from the emptying of the "buckets" of raw materials that were 
being continuously delivered by the aerial tramway. The foun-
dations and other preliminary work for large additions to the 
factory that are in progress were viewed, and many interesting 
particulars associated with the business of cement manufacture 
in Australia, were supplied. 	The visitors were especially 
interested in the operations connected with the aerial tramway, 
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by means of which the raw materials are conveyed from the 
quarries which are situated in the valley about three miles from 
the works. (When the additions are completed, this rope-way 
will be replaced by a line of railway.) 

After the inspection, the members were entertained at tea 
by Mr. McCann, and at the termination of that function, they 
returned to the city. 

In the evening, the members were the guests of Mr. J. A. 
Laird (F.) , who presided at dinner, at the Victoria Hotel. 

The loyal toast having been duly honoured, Mr. J. A. Laird 
proposed the toast of the visitors. He said that the Institute 
had wielded great influence in all matters relating to the profes-
sion. It had been fortunate, inasmuch as its affairs had 
always been in the hands of good officers, and he trusted that it 
would continue to be governed by men of ability and good 
standing. He also expressed the hope that the influence, patience 
and energy of the members respecting the Chair of Architec-
ture would, before long, be crowned with success and the Chair 
established, which would bring the profession into close associa-
tion with the Melbourne University. 

The President (Mr. P. B. Hudson) , in responding, thanked 
the Mayor, the members of the Geelong faculty, and the citizens, 
who had exhibited their hospitality in so pronounced a manner; 
he recognised that the association of Architects in Geelong, the 
position and influence of which was due in a great measure to 
the experience, influence and guidance of Mr. Laird, was a very 
fine institution, and he was pleased to be able to hold out the 
hope that the great goal to which they aspired—the creation of 
a Chair of Architecture—would, before long, be reached. The 
Architects of Victoria should certainly feel elated when that 
became an accomplished fact. 

The extent and completeness of the Cement Works had 
proved a revelation to him, and he again thanked all those whose 
efforts had contributed to the success of the visit. Respecting 
the Chair of Architecture, the Minister of Education had given 
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the deputation that waited upon him two days previously, a 
very sympathetic hearing, and he (Mr. Hudson) thought that 
the laborious and continuous work done by the Council of the 
Institute and others in connection with the projected Chair, was 
within measurable distance of bearing fruit. If the accomplish-
ment of that were realised, it would materially raise the status 
of the Profession in Victoria, as it had done in New South Wales. 
Although a University student might not perhaps at once be 
quite so valuable an assistant as one who had done his four 
years' course in the usual manner, it would probably be found 
that after some little time, the value of his training would be 
shown, and he would be a better man. He was able to convey 
the information to them, that as the result of the last meeting 
of the Federal Council of the Australian Institutes of Architects, 
a definite move had been made towards the creation of a "Royal 
Australian Institute of Architects." A draft constitution had 
been prepared and would shortly be submitted to all the Aus-
tralian Institutes. He remarked that he had recently visited 
Canberra, and had been very pleased with the appearance of 
things there. In his opinion, all the talk regarding that city 
being liable to suffer from flooding, is nonsense. Roughly speak-
ing, the level of the "Griffin Lake" is 1825 and the highest point 
that was reached by the recent flood was 1827.5, being 2.5 above 
the normal level of the Lake. 

The Mayor congratulated the Chairman, who is the Pre-
sident of the faculty in Geelong, on the ideal manner in which 
everything relating to the visit of the metropolitan members of 
the Institute had been organized, and he was pleased to hear 
that the profession was apparently within reach of such recog-
nition as the establishment of a Chair of Architecture would 
ensure. 

Mr. Lance Fallaw, M.A., held the opinion that the stability 
of the Profession of Architecture was akin to that of the Press. 
He thanked the Geelong Architects for their hospitality, and 
congratulated them upon the work that they had produced and 
upon the excellent manner in which the business of the day had 
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been carried out. He appreciated the opportunity that had been 
afforded him of meeting the members of the Institute, and he 
hoped that they would benefit by their visit and by their intro-
duction to local industrial concerns. Mr. Schofield referred to 
the modesty of the Geelong members, who chose the smallest of 
the local mills for their inspection. 

Mr. P. A. Oakley (Vice-President, R.V.I.A.) proposed the 
toast of the hosts. He did not desire to encroach too much upon 
the time available for further business, but could not avoid 
thinking, after all that he had heard during the day, that if 
Melbourne did not look to its laurels, the Headquarters of the 
Institute would, in course of time, be removed to Geelong. 

Mr. W. A. M. Blackett (Past-President) supported the toast, 
remarking that Geelong had a much better chance of planning 
for future development than Melbourne had, because it had not 
allowed matters to get so far ahead of it. In Melbourne, things 
progressed fairly well until between the '50's and '60's, but after 
that, folks seem to have become somnolent, and anything in the 
way of systematic preparation for the future requirements of 
the city had been neglected for about 40 years. 

The toast was responded to by Mr. Laird, and by Mr. Geo. 
R. King (F.) . Mr. King said that the influence of the R. V.I.A. was 
reflected in the progress of Architectural development in Gee-
long. Referring to the efforts which had been made to establish 
a Chair of Architecture, of which he was strongly in favour, he 
reminded members that each country had its own ideals and 
inspirations, and it was not necessarily desirable to introduce 
into Victoria a system of education that might be successful in 
countries where larger populations existed. 	Victoria at the 
present time suffered very largely from the effects of a centralised 
policy, which was detrimental to the best interests of the com-
munity. The establishment of a Chair of Architecture should 
be based on the requirements of Victoria, and should be as broad 
as possible to provide for the various centres of the State. The 
establishment of a water-tight compartment course of instruc-
tion, for the Metropolis only, was not in the best interests of 
the Architectural profession. Mr. King stressed the value of 
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travel for the training of Architects, and illustrated the advan-
tages gained by those members of the profession who, having 
served their country abroad in the Great War, had had an oppor-
tunity of extending their Architectural knowledge. 

Mr. W. B. McCann, again referred to the additions which 
are in progress at the Cement Works, which he said would, it 
was anticipated, enable them to keep ahead of the requirements 
of the State. The locality possessed enormous quantities of the 
necessary raw materials, and it was hoped that when the addi-
tional works were completed, they would be able to supply all 
demands, as the works would then be in a position to produce 
800 tons per day more than they were making at present. 

Mr. Tisdall responded for the Engineers. 

To complete the round of visits, the members next proceeded 
to the Gordon Institute of Technology. This institution was in-
spected under the guidance of Mr. Geo. R. King, another of the 
Geelong members, who is the Principal. There they were 
conducted through the Art Room and other rooms, the 
Engineering Workshop, the Wool-Classing Rooms, Labora-
tories and other adjuncts. It was explained that students in 
Wool-Classing, who had graduated at the Institute, were eagerly 
sought, many being at present engaged in other States and in 
other parts of the world. The success of Mr. W. P. Page (A), a 
graduate of the Architectural School in the Gordon Institute, 
who had recently passed the examination qualifying for As-
sociateship of the Royal Institute of British Architects, was 
reported to members, the names of other graduates of the School 
who had become members of the R.V.I.A. by examination were 
given, and the fact that students of the School are at present 
filling positions in the offices of leading Architects in England 
and the United States, was mentioned. 

(Mr. Page is the first graduate of "The Gordon" to achieve 
the above distinction.) 

Mr. Hudson said that he desired to congratulate Mr. Page 
(who is an Associate of the R.V.I.A.) on his success, eulogised 
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PLATE I. 

Plates 1, :', and 3 are the drawings for which Mr. Marcus Norris, Student of 
The Architectural School at "The Gordon Institute of Technology," Geelong, was 

awarded the R.V.LA. Prize. 
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the work done in the Architectural School, and testified to the 
evidence of sound practical training which he had observed on 
the part of one of the graduates of the School, who is at present 
engaged in his (Mr. Hudson's) office. 

Mr. King, at this stage, asked the President to present the 
R.V.I.A. prize for Architectural Drawing, to Mr. Marcus Norris. 
In handing the award to Mr. Norris, Mr. Hudson reminded 
them all that the Geelong students owed a debt of gratitude to 
Mr. King for the manner in which he had trained them, and the 
enthusiastic way in which he had carried out his duties. Mem-
bers of the R.V.I.A. who had seen the drawings of Mr. Norris at 
the Institute Rooms in Melbourne, had been greatly impressed 
by the unusually high standard that his work had reached. 

Mr. M. Norris, in expressing his thanks, said that it afforded 
him great pleasure to testify to the very excellent training 
which the Architectural students received at the hands of Mr. 
King. In accepting the award, he said that he greatly appre-
ciated the interest that the members of the R.V.I.A. had taken 
in the students of "The Gordon." It helped to ease their labour 
in the climbing of the ladder of success. 

A vote of thanks to the members of the R.V.I.A. was carried 
by the students of Architecture on the motion of Mr. F. K. 
Mackay, seconded by Mr. R. J. Wilson. 

The business incidental to the visit having been completed 
at 10 p.m., the members boarded their cars and returned to Mel-
bourne, all stating that they had been highly pleased and much 
enlightened. 

[The 



THE ROYAL INSTITUTE OF 
BRITISH ARCHITECTS 

PRIZES AND STUDENTSHIPS, 1925-1926. 

The following prizes will be offered for competition:—
Prizes for Design. 

The Tite Prize: a Certificate and £50 for travel and study 
in Italy. 

The Soane Medallion and £150 for travel and study abroad. 

The R.I.B.A. (Henry Jarvis) Travelling Studentship: £250, 
at the British School at Rome. 

Sketching and Measured Drawings Prize. 
The Royal Institute Silver Medal and £50 for Measured 

Drawings. 

Post-Graduate Prizes. 
The Owen Jones Studentship: a Certificate and £100, for 

the study of ornament and colour decoration. 

The Royal Institute Silver Medal and £50 for an Essay. 

The Henry Saxon Snell Prize: a sum of £60. 

The R.I.B.A. (Alfred Bossom) Travelling Studentship: a 
Gold Medal and £250 and Silver Medals, for the study 
of Commercial Architecture in America. 

The Grissell Gold Medal and £50, for Design and 
Construction. 

Other Prizes. 
The Ashpitel Prize: £10 (in books). 

The R.I.B.A. Silver Medal for Recognised Schools. 

The R.I.B.A. (Archibald Dawnay) Scholarships at the 
Recognised Schools. 
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The R.I.B.A. Scholarships at the School of Architecture, 
Cambridge University. 

The R.I.B.A. (Henry Jarvis) Studentship: £50, at the 
Architectural Association London School of Architec-
ture. 

The R.I.B.A. (Howard Colls) Studentship at the Architectural 
Association London School of Architecture. 

The R.I.B.A. (Donaldson) Medals at the Bartlett School of 
Architecture, London University. 

m 

The R.I.B.A. Prizes Pamphlet containing the revised regula-
tions and all information on the various Prizes and Student-
ships and the detailed programmes for the competitions may be 
obtained (price 1/-) at the R.I.B.A., 9 Conduit Street, W.1. 

COMPETITIONS 

The results of the recent Competitions for Prizes awarded 
by the R.V.I.A. were as follows:— 

R.V.I.A. BRONZE MEDAL COMPETITION. 
No First Award was made. The Second Prize was awarded 

to Mr. L. C. Cahn. 

R.V.I.A. SKETCHING COMPETITION. 

The First Award went to Mr. R. Ellis, and the Second to 
Mr. L. C. Cahn. 

Those who gained the Awards are congratulated. 
[Competition 
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COMPETITION FOR NEW "HEAD AND TAIL DEVICES" 
FOR THE R.V.I.A. JOURNAL OF PROCEEDINGS. 

Members of The University Atelier of Architecture and of 
The Architectural Students' Association are invited to submit 
designs for "Head and Tail Devices" for the Journal of Pro-
ceedings, also for an "Alphabet of Initial Letters" for use in 
the same Journal. 

The Journal Committee will purchase approved designs for 
the Head and Tail Devices to the number of five (5), for each 
of which the amount of fifteen shillings will be paid. 

For the Alphabet of Initial Letters, a First Prize of £2 2/-
and a Second Prize of £1 1/- will be awarded. 

Conditions of Competition may be obtained on application 
at the Institute Rooms, 527 Collins Street. 

COMPETITION FOR NEW MEMORIAL TOWN HALL 
AT ECHUCA. 

The particulars regarding this Competition may be obtained 
on application at the office of the R.I.V.A., 527 Collins Street, 
Melbourne. (Competitive Designs will be received from Returned 
Soldiers only.) 



THE LIBRARY. 

JOURNALS.—"Journal of the R.I.B.A." In the number 
for March 21st is published an illustrated paper by Mr. F. R. 
Hiorns, on "The Corporate Spirit in Architecture," and further 
references are made to "The Lighting of Picture Galleries." The 
issue of 4th April contains a paper by Professor Beresford Pite, 
on "The Architecture of Concrete," which, together with 
the discussion thereon will repay persual. 	A highly 
instructive paper by Mr. P. J. Waldram, F.S.I., entitled 
"The Natural and Artificial Lighting of Buildings," will be found 
in the Journal for 9th May. This is freely illustrated by dia-
grams and is a valuable contribution to our knowledge of that 
important subject. Mr. Waldram has treated the subject in an 
exhaustive manner, and has dealt with it not only from the 
physical but from the physiological aspect, laying great stress 
upon the influence of light upon bodily health. (Many who have 
not closely followed the study of that branch of Physics that 
relates to LIGHT, will probably be surprised to find, upon 
enquiry, how important an influence it exercises in divers un-
expected directions.) 

"The Architectural Review" (London). In this magazine 
for April is an illustrated article on "Old Bridges," engravings 
depicting "The Midland Bank, London," further photographs 
and descriptive matter relating to "Vaux-le-Vicomte," views of 
"The Temple of Humanity, Liverpool," and the continuation of 
"Garden Design." The May issue illustrates "Interesting dis-
coveries in Tripoli," many illustrations of "Britannia House," 
London, by Sir E. Lutyens, R.A., views of "The House of The 
Union of Danish Steamship Owners, Copenhagen," and illustra-
tions of "Garden Ornaments." 
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The number published in June contains full illustrations of 
Marlborough College War Memorial Hospital, an article on 
"Italian Gardens in Prague," and Picturesque illustrations of 
"The Old Italian Farm." 

"The Builder," for April 17th, has, among other items, an 
abstract of a lecture by Geo. Kenworthy, A.M.Inst.C.E., on 
Bridges and Bridge Building, with sketches. The number for 
April 24th introduces illustrations of "The Liverpool Empire 
Theatre," a feature in the interior decoration of which is the 
absence of recognised architectural decorations, such as cor-
nices, capitals, etc., the decoration being carved out in low relief. 
On May 15th, is published a bold design for "The New Lambeth 
Bridge, London," by Sir Reg. Bloomfield, R.A., and an article 
on "Tubular Scaffolding for `Form Work.' " The issue for May 
22nd, contains on pages 784 and 785 information concerning the 
manner in which Transport Matters are dealt with in Paris, 
which may be interesting to those who study problems of that 
nature. The number for May 29th has a leader entitled "Lon-
don's Lessons from America," which is worth perusal, as it 
condemns any attempt to "Americanise" London. (This is a 
comment upon the Report of Mr. G. Topham Forrest, Architect 
to The London County Council, an abstract of which is published 
in the same number, and which should be found very interesting 
to those who keep in touch with civic matters.) 

Under date June 5th, is a leader on "The Possibility of 
Zoning for London," illustrations of "The Nottingham General 
Hospital," and an illustrated article on "Danish Architecture of 
the 16th Century." 

"The American Architect." The numbers for March, April 
and May maintain the character of that journal for numerous 
high class illustrations, and under date June 3rd is a philosophi-
cal chat on "The Architectural Draftsman," which is enlivened 
with dashes of humour. 



AONG THE BYE-PATHS 

Institute Dinner, 1925.— The Annual Dinner was held at 
Phair's Hotel, on 28th May last, and there was a good attend-
ance. The function was essentially an Institute concern, the 
evening having been devoted to social purposes. 

New Zealand and South Seas International Exhibition, 
1925-26.— This Exhibition is to be held in Dunedin. Members 
are reminded that upon the invitation of the New Zealand 
Institute of Architects, a collection of Architectural Drawings 
and Photographs is being made, with the object of having the 
work of members of the R.I.V.A. represented at Dunedin. The 
Council invites those who are able to contribute to forward their 
exhibits so as to reach the office of the R.V.I.A. not later than 
July 31st next. 

Mr. W. P. Page.— Mr. Page (A), who has recently passed 
the examination of the R.I.B.A., qualifying for the position of 
Associate, is congratulated upon his success. 

Dissolution of Partnership.—Fhe dissolution of the part-
nership hitherto existing between Messrs. Ballantyne & Hare, is 
announced. Mr. C. H. Ballantyne (F.) will continue to practice 
at the old address, 428 Collins Street, Melbourne. 

Journal of The American Institute of Architects.—The 
number for May contains a short descriptive sketch relating to 
the work of Sir Edwin Landseer Lutyens, with reproductions of 
some of the works executed by that gifted Architect. 

"Architecture" for June publishes an illustrated article on 
"The Architecture of The Bridge." 
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Deputation Regarding Chair of Architecture.—A Deputa-
tion which recently waited upon the Minister of Education 
regarding the establishing of a Chair of Architecture at the 
Melbourne University was accorded a very sympathetic hearing. 
The Council is very hopeful regarding the matter. 

Fire Underwriters' Association Regulations.—Schedules 
of Discounts for Fire Appliances, Fire Resisting Construction 
Agreement, Rules for Fire Resisting Doors, Specifications for 
Wired Glass Windows have been published. Copies of the above 
may be obtained on application at offices of the Association, 60 
Market Street. 

Public Health Department Regulations.—The new Build-
ing Regulations of the Public Health Department are now avail-
able, and can be obtained at the Office of the Government 
Printer, Eastern Hill, for 1/- per copy. 

(The Council of the Institute has given consideration to 
these Regulations, and has forwarded to the Public Health 
Department, suggestions concerning amendments which it con-
Riders desirable. 
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