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MINUTES 

INUTES of the Ordinary Meeting of the Royal Vic-
torian Institute of Architects, held at the Institute 
Rooms on Tuesday, March 31st, 1925, at 8 p.m. 

Chair.— The President, Mr. P. B. Hudson, 
occupied the Chair and there was a very large 

attendance. 

Minutes.- The Minutes of the Annual Meeting, which was 
held on 3rd March, were read and confirmed. 

Correspondence.—A letter from the Architectural Students' 
Society was read; this conveyed the information that the Society 
had donated a sum to provide a Scholarship of £10 10/- which 
would be tenable for a course of one year at the University 
Atelier. 

It was also announced that Mr. W. A. M. Blackett (F.) 
had offered a prize of the value of £5 5/-, to be known as "The 
Greenaway Prize," and to be competed for by those who are or 
have been students of the Atelier. 

Nomination.—Mr. G. E. Nichterlein was nominated as an 
Associate of the Institute. 

St. Paul's, London.—The Council having proposed an "In-
stitute Contribution" to the St. Paul's (London) Restoration 
Fund, a subscription list was circulated among the members. 

Exhibitions.—The President announced that during the 
year, there would probably be two exhibitions of Architectural 
Drawings held in Melbourne. One of these collections, which is 
to be shewn first in the United States of America, has been 
organized by the Architectural Association, and the other is 
being arranged by the R.I.B.A. 

Ballot.—The scrutineers, Messrs. R. B. Hamilton (A.) and 
R. K. Stevenson (A.) , announced that as the result of a ballot, 
Mr. S. P. Calder had been unanimously elected an Associate. 

25 	 [Motion 
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Motion.--Mr. W. Lucas (F.) gave notice of motion con-
cerning the conducting of competitions. 

Exhibition of Work of Students of the Atelier—The Pre-
sident then introduced to members the Exhibition of Work which 
had been executed by Students of the University Atelier during 
the year and which was displayed upon the walls, supplemented 
by a series of models of some of the designs for cottages, these 
being also the work of the Students. (The President's Opening 
Address appears in another part of the Journal.) 

Annual Report of Atelier.--The Annual Report of the 
Atelier (published elsewhere in the Journal) was read by Mr. 
Leighton F. Irwin (A.) who afterwards announced the list of 
awards for the year. 

Distribution of Awards.— The President then distributed 
the awards to the prize-winners and after congratulating them, 
expressed the hope that they would continue to improve, en-
couraging them by commenting favourably upon the improve-
ment shewn by the work of the past year over that of the 
previous year. 

Lecture.--Mr. F. K. Cheetham (A.) addressed the meeting 
on "Architectural Education in the United States of America" 
and also dealt with the subject of "Rendering." (This, together 
with the discussion thereon, appears in another place in the 
Journal.) 

A vote of thanks was accorded to the Lecturer, on the 
motion of Mr. A. S. Hall (A.) , seconded by Mr. Geo. R. King 
(F.) , and supported by Mr. P. Carew Smyth, after which the 
meeting closed. 



MINUTES 

INUTES of Meeting of the Royal Victorian Institute 
of Architects, held at the Institute Rooms, 527 
Collins Street, on Tuesday, 28th April, 1925, at 8 
o'clock p.m. 

Chair.— The President, Mr. P. B. Hudson, oc 

cupied the chair. 

Minutes.—The minutes of the previous meeting were read 
and confirmed. 

The following announcements were made :- 
The Council has taken further action respecting the estab-

lishing of a Chair of Architecture at the Melbourne University. 
The University Council had been approached relative to the 
creation of a Chair of Civil Engineering, but had expressed the 
opinion that it could not bring such a proposition under the 
notice of the Government in the absence of a Chair of Architec-
ture. It was intended to introduce the project of establishing 
a Chair of Architecture shortly, and members were urged to 
exert their influence in order to achieve the desired object. The 
President emphasised the great educational value which such 
an institution would possess, and the improved status which it 
would confer upon the profession. 

The trustees of the R.V.I.A. War Memorial Scholarship 
Fund, following upon the report of the University Board of 
Studies, had decided to award the Scholarship to Mr. 
B. B. Lewis. 

27 [Mr. 



Minutes. 	 28 

Mr. J. S. Murdoch (F.) , Architect to the Commonwealth 
Government, had been appointed to fill a vacancy on the Council. 

The Council was awaiting the report of a sub-committee 
which had been appointed to arrange preliminaries in connection 
with the Annual Dinner. 

It had been decided to extend the time for the receipt of 
drawings for the Silver and Bronze Medals to May 16th. 

The new rooms of the School of Architecture at the Mel-
bourne University, would be officially opened on Thursday even-
ing, April 30th. Sir James Barrett would perform the ceremony. 

The attention of members was directed to the desirability 
of forwarding contributions to the Institute Scrap-Book. 

A motion relating to competitions was introduced by Mr. 
W. Lucas (F.) , but as there was no seconder, the motion lapsed. 

Paper Read.— The President then called upon Mr. A. S. 
Eggleston (F.) to address the meeting on "Some Impressions 
of America and England." (An abstract of the address, to-
gether with discussion will be found in another part of the 
Journal.) 

Vote of Thanks.—A vote of thanks to Mr. Eggleston, was 
passed in an enthusiastic manner, on the motion of Mr. H. W. 
Tompkins (F.), seconded by Mr. K. A. Henderson (F.), after 
which the meeting closed. 

■ 



RV.I.A.  PRESIDENT'S ADDRESS 

AT OPENING OF THE EXHIBITION OF WORK OF 
STUDENTS OF THE UNIVERSITY ATELIER 

OF ARCHITECTURE. 

HE President introduced to members the Exhibition of 
Work which had been executed by the Students of the 
University Atelier during the year, and which was dis-
played upon the walls : the drawings were supplemented 
by a series of models of some of the designs for cottages, 

these being also the work of the students. He characterised the 
evening as "A Students' Evening," and said that members could 
not feel otherwise than gratified at the large attendance, the 
character of the work shewn and the great interest that was 
taken in it. Dealing with the subject of Architectural Educa-
tion in general, he spoke of the disadvantages under which the 
early Melbourne Architects who really laid the foundation of 
the practice of the art in Victoria, were compelled to work, 
notwithstanding which they had succeeded in leaving an inefface-
able mark in the form of numerous examples of monumental 
architecture that adorn the City, and continuing, he traced the 
development of architectural education in the State which fol-
lowed upon the work of the early practitioners, the introduction 
and gradual extension of Technical Schools, afterwards the 
association of the study of Architecture with the Engineering 
School at the Melbourne University, and later still the establish-
ment of the University Atelier, and the Melbourne University 
Diploma of Architecture Course. 

29 	 [Ultimately 
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Ultimately, he expressed the hope that the consummation 
of the work—the creation of a Chair of Architecture—would 
be effected in the near future. That was the goal which they 
all had in view. 

After the termination of the war, the Diploma Course at 
the University was launched, next the Atelier was founded, and 
now, endowments connected with the study of the Art exist, the 
whole affording students at the present time, an overwhelming 
advantage over those who preceded them. He strongly recom-
mended the students, whilst not neglecting to indulge in a 
moderate amount of healthy sport, to stoutly resist any induce-
ments which that sport might offer to lure them from their 
studies, the temptations which exist in such profusion in this 
sport-loving community being so powerful, and he reminded the 
younger generation that a certain amount of recreation could 
even be extracted from the study of Architecture in consequence 
of the great interest and variety which were attached to it, the 
work, when prosecuted with enthusiasm, being absolutely fas-
cinating. He, however, felt confident that in the majority of 
cases the good judgment of the student would save him from 
any excesses in the region of sport. He impressed upon them 
that the greater part of a student's time should be devoted to 
architectural study and he urged them to give heed to the value 
of the knowledge which they now had the privilege of acquiring 
at such institutions as the Atelier and the University School. 

He regretted that many of those who attended at the Atelier 
during the first year, neglected to continue their studies in the 
second, while fewer still persevered to such an extent as to 
undertake the work of the third year, and he could not over-
look the opportunity which that gathering offered, of earnestly 
advising all students to go through the complete course, as with-
out a shadow of doubt, it would be found that the student who 
cheerfully faced the work and battled through, ultimately be-
came the successful man. He referred in laudatory terms to 
the valuable work that was being done by Mr. L. F. Irwin (A.) , 
the ruling spirit of the Atelier, and he urged senior members of 
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the Institute to lend aid to the organization by delivering lectures 
on appropriate subjects. 

He then outlined the Scholarships which exist. These are :- 

1. "The Lloyd Scholarship," which was provided by the interest 
realised from the investment of a sum of £1,000 which had 
been handed over by Mr. C. D. Lloyd in memory of his father, 
who took a considerable interest in the development of 
Architectural Education in Victoria. 

2. "The R.V.I.A. War Memorial Scholarship," which has been 
created by funds subscribed by the members of the R.V.I.A., 
and which has an annual value of £50 to £60. This award is 
competed for by students of the Atelier and the University 
School of Architecture, and although it may not be the 
greatest in intrinsic value, it would, he thought, always be 
regarded as the most treasured prize. 
After Mr. L. F. Irwin, A.R.I.B.A. (A.), had read the annual 

Report of the Atelier, the President distributed the various 
awards to the prize winners, congratulating them upon their 
success, and expressing the hope that they would continue to 
improve, encouraging them by stating that the work of the last 
year exhibited a marked improvement over that of the previous 
year. 

[Architectural 
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ARCHITECTURAL PRACTICE AMONG 
STUDENTS IN AMERICA. 

(Abstract of a paper read before members of the R.V.I.A. 
by Mr. F. K. Cheetham (A.) 

HE American School, he said, had made wonderful 
strides during the last 20 years, and architectural work 
in America had simultaneously improved to a remark-
able extent; it was interesting, therefore, to study the 
men who are producing this work and to make investiga- 

tions regarding their early training. A few years before the 
close of the 19th century, Richardson inaugurated a school of 
work, taking the best European models of the Romanesque 
period as a text ; the note which he struck was at once seized 
upon by students, but though the master himself produced good 
examples many of his disciples broke away and the pursuit of 
this style together with any prospective evolution became 
neglected. The influence of Richardson is, however, felt to this 
day as he was instrumental in the training and moulding of the 
ideas of many of the architects who, since his time, have achieved 
world wide fame. Later, the fashion of young students visiting 
Paris for purposes of study was introduced and among those 
who adopted that procedure were McKimm, Mead, and White. 

32 
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McKimm, having acquired a good knowledge of design and 
the principles governing proportion, which formed a secure 
foundation upon which to build, returned to America, but did not 
at first, produce work of any great importance and it was only 
after returning from a visit to the Connecticut Valley, to which 
he had gone in order to prosecute a study of the old American 
homes in that locality and American Colonial work in general, 
that the designs emanating from the firm of McKimm, Mead 
and White became famous. Many of the best men have been 
trained under the members of this firm, and their influence for 
good has been reflected to such an extent as to have become 
one of the strongest traditions. Their work is regarded to-day 
as a goal to reach which many of the younger men aspire. 

Architectural Schools are not a modern institution ; they 
have been in existence for centuries, the earliest having been 
founded by various kings of France who were great patrons of 
Architecture. They decided that selected students should be 
sent to Italy for the purpose of studying in that country, and 
that they should send to France the results of their work. When 
Napoleon I. came into power, he favoured and continued the 
scheme, and it eventually became the foundation of the "Ecole 
des Beaux Arts." 

However, singular as it may appear, the men trained there 
have, during recent years, produced only a comparatively small 
amount of really good work. 

The American School system has improved considerably 
upon the French method. It was realised by its leaders that 
before the students began to design, they should be well grounded 
in drawing, first in "line" and afterwards in "wash." In these 
American Schools, a student is not allowed to use colour until 
he can produce at will, a satisfactory result in monotone. 

It has been noted that the greater number of the most 
promising students gravitate to the Philadelphia School. A 
definite programme of design is issued by The Institute of 
"Beaux Arts ;" problems are set and the completed drawings are 

[sent 
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sent to New York to be adjudicated upon finally, and thus all the 
provincial schools compete with each other. The first division 
of the work, is the "Analytype ;" this consists of "Composition 
and Rendering." It is followed by the second stage which deals 
with "Planning of Small Buildings," the third stage being 
"Monumental Planning." 

The outstanding feature of the system adopted in America, 
compared with that which is in vogue in England is that the 
latter appears to be based upon the work that is done in Paris, 
which aims at the satisfying of the eye as far as composition 
is concerned—even though it be necessary to attain the desired 
result in an artificial manner. For example, if a balancing 
object is needed in an architectural composition, it is deemed 
to be legitimate to supply that by—say the balancing of the mass 
of a large hall by means of representations of chairs, tables, etc., 
instead of by what might be termed "legitimate means," such as 
the introduction of another architectural mass. 

Regarding the style of "Rendering" favoured in these 
schools, only a clean and sharply rendered drawing stands any 
chance of recognition in a competition, and in the case of a very 
large drawing, colour would be lost against the effect of sharp 
work finished in Indian ink. 

The student may be sometimes inclined to enquire what he 
is getting out of all the work that is expected of him, an answer 
may be supplied by pointing to one known group of 8 students, 
4 of whom ultimately gained scholarships, two are now travel-
ling abroad, and the remaining two are not far behind. 

The University of Pennsylvania virtually says to its 
students, "We have given you a certain training, now we do not 
wish to hear from or of you for the next ten years." 

It may frequently happen that a man may be in an office 
like that of McKimm, Mead and White, for a great number of 
years as an assistant ; he then may commence practice on his 
own account and he probably attains a leading position very 
rapidly. This, however, is only after years of training. Usually 
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these men do not start a practice until comparatively late in 
life. 

         

The educational work already done in Melbourne, had, Mr. 
Cheetham said, impressed him very much, but the students are 
not progressing as rapidly as they might; in America, students 
are producing much better work than is the rule here, but they 
work in a much more strenuous fashion. Here, if one of the 
young men who attend the Atelier classes attends upon one 
evening per week, he considers that he has done well ; should he 
devote two nights per week to work, he regards himself as a 
martyr ! At our Atelier, if three or four weeks are spent upon 
a scheme, it is regarded as a very good performance, whereas 
in America one such work may have occupied five or six weeks. 
Our eyes must not be closed to the fact that our students cannot 
hope to produce equivalent results without the expenditure of 
an equivalent amount of time and energy, but the conditions 
which rule here, it must be admitted, render procedure such as 
is possible in the United States out of the question. The some-
what inconvenient position of the work-rooms and the conditions 
of transport which obtain here, demand too great an expenditure 
of time on the part of our students. We could hardly expect 
students to work the whole evening and into the small hours 
of the morning when any particular study demanded such de-
votion, under our conditions of life, as there are no means by 
which they could travel to and from their homes expeditiously 
and too much of their time would be absorbed in the unprofitable 
business of locomotion between the Atelier rooms, their places 
of business, and their homes; but for all that, they might expend 
considerably more time upon their studies than they do at pre-
sent. To accomplish what he had in view, would, of course, 
materially reduce the amount of time available for social and 
other entertainment, but self-denial was essential if a student 
desired to reach the pinnacle. 

He desired to congratulate Mr. Irwin upon what his labour 
and devotion to the cause had already effected ; it must, he 
thought, be indeed a great pleasure to him to see such a result 
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as was in evidence that evening, from his efforts on behalf of the 
students, and he should receive every encouragement to carry 
on the work. 

DISCUSSION ON MR. CHEETHAM'S PAPER 

Mr. A. S. Hall (A.), in proposing a vote of thanks to Mr. 
Cheetham for his address, said that he had listened with very 
great interest to what had been told them, but that he could not 
fail to note that due emphasis had hardly been placed upon the 
value of the constructive art. At the Liverpool University an 
"honours course" in design and a similar course in construction 
were provided for, and it had been noticed that those students 
who took the first-mentioned course did not subsequently shine 
as brilliantly as the "construction" men. He had been delighted 
with the information that had been imparted by the lecturer 
regarding the systems of education which are adopted in 
America. 

Mr. Geo. R. King (F.) seconded the motion. He had 
thoroughly enjoyed listening to Mr. Cheetham's remarks, but he 
thought that we are, at times, liable to allow ourselves to place 
undue value upon what is being effected in other parts of the 
world in which the conditions differ from those that obtain here. 
The fact that we have to face what presents itself to us in 
Australia must not be overlooked. He doubted whether, under 
the state of affairs which ruled here, young men could be 
generally induced to lead such a strenuous life as that which 
had been described by the lecturer. He accorded great praise 
to the work done by Mr. Irwin, and considered that as the result 
of the efforts of the past year, the display was a great one. 

Mr. P. Carew Smyth (Art Inspector, Education Depart-
ment, Victoria), in supporting the motion, expressed his pleasure 
at being present, stating that he agreed with the remarks of 
Mr. King, and after looking round at the work hung, he desired 
to congratulate the students upon what had been attained. 
Speaking of "Rendering," he said that the manner in which 
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a drawing was rendered depended upon the amount of genuine 
hard work undertaken by a student in the acquisition of a 
proper foundation. Beautiful as much of the work was, there 
was in it, he thought, a lack of what was colloquially termed 
"initial hard graft." He spoke of the manner in which he and 
those enthusiasts who were his colleagues in his young days, 
had to "burn the midnight oil" in order to attain proficiency. 
He pointed out that if a student desired to be able to produce 
a good rendering, he should most unquestionably possess a 
thorough knowledge of the projection of shadows. In some of 
the work exhibited there was evidence of a lack of such know-
ledge, but in order to render work in an effective manner, and 
to make it "carry" in an exhibition, proficiency in that subject 
was essential. In his "student days" in England, he and others 
who were determined to succeed had to work exceedingly hard 
at "Rendering" in monotone, before they were allowed to embark 
upon colour schemes, and that point was one that deserved much 
closer attention. 

The motion was then carried in an enthusiastic manner. 
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SOME IMPRESSIONS OF AMERICA 
AND ENGLAND 

[A lecture delivered before members of the R.V.I.A. by 
Mr. Alex. S. Eggleston (F.) .] 

N opening his address, the lecturer said that he did not 
propose to give any dissertation on technical or art 
matters, as he thought that notes chronicling his impres-
sions of the people of the United States, of their manners 
and customs, and of their institutions, would prove more 

interesting. 
He told his story in an easy straight-forward manner, en-

livening the items with many humorous passages. He said that 
he felt compelled to preface his remarks with a reference to the 
great kindness with which he had been received everywhere 
during the 8 weeks which he had spent in the States, as through 
the whole of that period he had experienced only one act of dis-
courtesy inasmuch as when crossing the border from Canada on 
one occasion he had been challenged by a border official and 
somewhat roughly dealt with. He explained, however, that that 
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was in a great measure his own fault, as he had neglected to 
carry his passport. He noted that the people were particularly 
friendly towards Australians, more so perhaps than towards 
the Britisher (possibly because of the customary "stand off" 
attitude of the latter) ; he was welcomed everywhere and not 
only that, but the people appeared to be very friendly among 
themselves and were always anxious to help each other. He 
perceived no spirit of antagonism to the motorist such as is 
experienced here ; on the contrary—especially in Los Angeles 
and Chicago—the police did not hold up motorists as they do 
here; that might be due, he thought, to the fact that almost every 
person owns and drives a car; even the police, he believed, 
were motorists. No restrictions whatever seem to exist respect-
ing business or trade; for the pursuit of business every person 
appears to do exactly what he pleases. 

The people all work hard and there are not such frequent 
holidays as is the case with us. There is no universal observance 
of a Saturday half-holiday, and an agitation is now on foot to 
try and introduce 6 o'clock closing. Stores, eating houses and 
many other establishments are open all day on Sundays, and 
"Shops' and Factories' Acts" are apparently non-existent; the 
proprietors keep their shops open as long as they desire, and 
many cafes have the notice posted up "Never Closed." 

Regarding the satisfying of the wants of the "inner man," 
he stated that the Americans seemed to eat at any time just as 
it suits them, and the cooking and handling of food in the 
public restaurants appeared to him to be carried out in a much 
more particular manner than is the case here. In big hotels 
waiters wear gloves and hand out articles of food with tongs, 
and the comforts obtainable at hotels and on trains are far in 
advance of what we are accustomed to. The use of the telegraph 
is exceedingly popular; it is extensively adopted for ordinary 
private inter-communication and the telegraph offices are open 
night and day. The "grammar" used by the Americans interested 
him ; he noted that vulgarisms are quite common. 

[The 
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The typical American is a great newspaper reader and he 
obtains a large proportion of his information and education 
through the medium of the newspapers which are—as a rule—
not well written, are full of slang and in place of chronicling 
events which are of international or world wide significance, 
usually devote their attention to the purveying of news of a 
sensational nature or such as relates to crime, leaving items of 
real moment (when such are printed) to occupy any obscure 
corner available, and the reading of them is not by any means 
a literary treat. The people consider that what they term "the 
American language" is the best in the world ; but the use of 
foul language is nothing like so common among them as it is 
among Australians and Britishers ; indeed, he said that such 
seems to be an almost exclusively British product. 

The people chew signs that they are gradually realising 
that bare education without spiritual feeling is not the great 
success that it is sometimes said to be Referring to "Prohibi-
tion," he thought that it had not resulted in any great diminution 
in crime, but it had, without doubt, greatly improved the condi-
tion of the bulk of the people, consequently the wives and 
families of the working classes especially, support it. 

The people are intensely interested in churches, and the 
attention given to these institutions, together with the money 
which is so freely spent upon them in the provision of buildings, 
appointments, and comforts is surprising ; they take their church 
life very seriously; they make it attractive and are extremely 
liberal regarding their contributions. 

The "pace" which characterises everything is extraordinary, 
and the attitude of citizens towards the law is rather lax. 

He was amazed to find the prominence that is given to the 
ceremonial associated with burial. Mortuary Parlours are built 
and appointed in a lavish manner ; even the provision of cooking 
and eating facilities in connection with these institutions is not 
overlooked. 	The "racial problem" is causing a considerable 
amount of alarm among the people. The feeling between the 
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whites and the coloured races is, he said, much stronger than 
any abstract consideration of brotherhood. The dark races are 
kept very much in subjection, but notwithstanding this, they 
are accumulating wealth, buying property, and acquiring great 
power, and in some neighbourhoods their penetration has re-
sulted in the abandoning of the houses by the white population, 
which then become so decreased in value that they are easily pur-
chased by the negroes. So strong is this feeling, that the lecturer 
quoted an instance in which a woman who shook hands with 
the coloured people at some institution which she visited, was 
ordered to vacate the town within 48 hours for "breaking the 
colour line." 

The alien population is also becoming a problem. In some 
localities it is possible to find oneself in a community in which 
English is neither spoken nor understood. The wearing of 
badges is exceptionally common. The American dearly loves 
anything in the nature of a title or distinction, and as almost 
everyone is a member of some "order" or "organization," and 
wears its badge, those bearing such marks meet one at every 
turn. He thought that perhaps that was only a mode of self-
expression; many among ourselves possess the same feeling only 
we are not accustomed to display it to the same extent. Club 
life is also well organized; every one appears to belong to some 
club, and many of these institutions have departments for 
women, but one finds it rather difficult to get into the American 
homes ; if one of the people wishes to entertain a visitor or 
friend, he does it at his club. Masonry is very popular, and the 
number passing through its many stages is considerable. This 
may be due to the characteristic previously mentioned; they love 
titles and every one must be the "head" of something. The 
lecturer was rather inclined to question the permanence of the 
complexions of a large proportion of the women—a peculiarity, 
he said, not unknown among Australians—and the chewing of 
gum, is almost universal ; humorous allusions connected with the 
practice of this habit were made. When he reached England, 
he found that the contrast between the state of things existing 
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there with what he had witnessed in the U.S.A. was most 
marked. England appeared to be in an exceedingly depressed 
condition, and was feeling the effects of the war keenly. 
America had scarcely felt it at all. It was impossible to travel 
England without noticing the almost miraculous change that the 
war had wrought. Unemployment was rife everywhere, and the 
whole country was in a most unsatisfactory condition. Whilst 
in London he met Mr. Macdonald, Jun., who is an architect (son 
of the then Prime Minister) , and was introduced to his 
father's official residence in Downing Street, where Miss Mac-
donald was "doing the honours," and he also visited the House 
of Commons. He gave an amusing anecdote of an interview 
which he had with an American Senator whilst sitting in the 
gallery. He considered that the London Underground Railways, 
especially the English "Tube," were far ahead of anything that 
he had seen in the U.S.A. 

Mr. H. W. Tompkins (F.), in proposing a vote of thanks 
to the lecturer, commented upon the strenuous life led by the 
American, but he said that the absence of frequent short holidays 
such as we are accustomed to in Australia, was somewhat com-
pensated for by the long holiday, in which many of them indulged 
once during the year. All who can, take a month ; this is an 
almost universal practice, and during that time, they do a great 
deal of touring; some of them hardly stop in a house during 
the touring period, but live in permanent camps which are pro-
vided at various places. The American business man amuses 
himself with golf to as great an extent as the Australian does ; 
perhaps even to a greater extent, and the employers take much 
more interest in their employees than is the case here. 

Respecting life during the "educational period," no con-
sideration is given to dress or appearance ; many of the univer-
sities are free, and the son of a millionaire attending one of 
these institutions, dresses down to the level of the poorest 
student. 
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Speaking of "Prohibition," he fancied that the introduc-
tion of it might have been assisted somewhat by the vile nature 
of a large majority of the drinking establishments. 	Drink, 
however, is easily procurable there ; any drug store will supply 
the necessary materials for the manufacture of it, together with 
instructions regarding their use. He corroborated Mr. Eggle-
ston's statement relating to the enthusiasm of the people regard-
ing church matters ; they support their churches liberally, 
indeed lavishly, especially the Christian Scientists. 

The hospitality of the people is beyond question ; they spare 
neither trouble nor expense in the entertainment of friends and 
visitors, and are most desirous of shewing all that there is to 
be seen, and of telling all that they know. He could hardly say 
more, except perhaps, that he always enjoyed a visit to America; 
he enjoyed it as much as he did a trip to England. 

Mr. K. A. Henderson seconded the motion; he recommended 
members to read "Babbitt," by Sinclair Lewis ; that work, he 
said, afforded a very good reflection of American life. 

The motion was then carried with acclamation, after which 
Mr. Eggleston replied briefly. 

[Melbourne 



MELBOURNE UNIVERSITY ATELIER 
OF ARCHITECTURE. 

REPORT FOR THE YEAR 1924. 

Mr. Chairman, Ladies and Gentlemen, 
N coming to you this evening for the annual criticism of 
our efforts during the past year, we do so with perhaps 
more confidence than in the past. 

The Atelier has now been established for five years, 
during the whole of which period we have been trying out 

various methods with the object of finding those which are most 
suitable to our conditions, and I may say that many modifica-
tions have been made (and I think improvements also) in the 
way in which we do things. 

When we commenced, our work was based entirely upon 
overseas training with which we were familiar; but as time 
went on we saw that local conditions necessitated special con-
sideration, with the result that the course is now, we believe, 
more useful to persons training for our profession here, than 
those of like nature which can be attended abroad. By this, of 
course, I do not in any way refer to travel, which we consider 
is almost essential for a student who has finished with us, but 
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simply to the fact that we believe that the part of the training 
which we undertake can be done much better here than it can 
abroad. 

Looking back over some of the drawings retained by us 
from previous years I think it can safely be said that the best 
of those shewn to-night are an improvement upon the best of 
those done at an earlier date, and furthermore I believe that 
they are of more practical value to the students. 

As you know, we consider that the manner in which they 
are presented is of importance, and we have accordingly en-
deavoured at an early stage to stress the value of this, a reflec-
tion of which may perhaps be seen in recent public competitions, 
though from the point of view of colour, I am afraid that some 
of those that are shewn to-night are not up to standard finish. 
In order, however, to counteract any tendency that there may 
be to consider that designing merely means the making of 
drawings on the flat, we have encouraged not only the use of 
perspectives but have gone so far as to work out one of the pro-
blems in the solid, the result of which is seen in the models 
exhibited in this room, some of which are, I think, quite 
successful. 

Each year it has been the practice to arrange for a series 
of lectures by experts on subjects dealing generally with archi-
tectural practice, as an example of which, lectures on "School 
Design" by Mr. Hudson, "Architectural Finance" by Mr. Bar-
low, and the "Evolution of Painting" by Mr. Macdonald, were of 
value and were highly appreciated. 

The importance of Town-Planning has not been forgotten, 
a series of lecturettes on that subject being included, in con-
junction with which the problem of illustrating the entrance to 
a town via its railway station was worked out, and I may here 
mention that all the drawings shewn in this room to-night are 
original. 

The work of the year commenced on Tuesday, 11th March, 
with an address, followed a few days later by the Annual Exhibi- 
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tion at which there was a large attendance. Eleven problems 
were set, each requiring from four hours to four weeks for its 
solution, and the work was criticised at intervals by practising 
architects. 

We wish to take this opportunity of thanking those Archi-
tects and Artists who, by giving us their valuable time in com-
paring work and advising as to its practicability, have done so 
much to help the Atelier in its objects. We appreciate the offers 
of help which we have already received, and we trust that we 
will have this year the support of all those who have assisted 
us in the past, together with that of others who may give us 
the benefit of their experience. 

I have before mentioned that it is the purpose of the 
Atelier to provide its members with a training such as will 
enable those who have passed its three years' course to carry 
on the office work of designing on exactly the same lines as have 
already been adopted by them in the solving of studio problems, 
and we have therefore made it a practice to visit buildings of 
various types, both during the course of construction and after 
completion. This enables the student to see in actual form that 
which he has already visualised, and keeps ever before him the 
basic fact that design must arise from construction; in other 
words, that it shall function and shall express the purpose for 
which it was planned. 

We have to thank Mr. Kirkpatrick, Architect of the new 
Commonwealth Bank, for permission to go through that building 
and Mr. Griffin for allowing us to see the new Capitol Theatre 
several times during its construction. Both these visits were 
interesting as was indicated by the fact that at one of them, 
at least forty persons—members of the Atelier and of the 
Students' Society— were present on a Saturday afternoon. 

It was suggested during the year, that the Atelier and the 
V.A.S.S. should combine in their visits; this has been found to 
be a success, and we hope that the practice will continue. 
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At the Annual Meeting of members of the Atelier, Messrs. 
Bartlett, Glennon, and Waugh were elected to the Members' 
General Committee, and I would like to say that we all appreciate 
the amount of time and work that they have devoted to the 
arranging of the various functions which have been held for 
the benefit of the members, and I am grateful for the assistance 
which they have rendered me throughout the year. 

It has been frequently pointed out that the Atelier is not a 
school, but a movement to bring together the young men of 
the profession, with the idea of helping them to pull together, 
and to carry on their advanced studies and practice in a spirit 
of co-operation and friendliness; it has therefore been the object 
of the committee all through to bring this about, especially by 
attention to what—for want of a better description—may be 
called "the social side," for here it is that the spirit of en-
thusiasm and "esprit de corps" is built up. 

The principal events arranged by the committee were the 
Annual Dinner at Phair's Hotel, at which the Presidents of the 
Federal Council and Royal Victorian Institute of Architects 
were present (the invitation, menu card, etc., are shewn on the 
walls to-night), a dance, and a theatre party, all of which, I 
think, were successful. 

Several Sketching Trips provided another form of recrea-
tion ; one expedition to Mr. McGeorge's house at Ivanhoe being 
well attended. Whilst considering this part of the course, it 
may be mentioned that occasionally one comes across a person 
who thinks that the Atelier training has only indirect results, 
and that it does not place a man in the position of being able 
to tackle the practical problems which he meets when he com-
mences practice on his own account. 

Now this idea (with due respect to the views of other 
people), is entirely erroneous, as the training at the Atelier—
for which its members can vouch—is based upon the ordinary 
system of architectural business, inasmuch as the conditions laid 
down are always considered as the client's requirements, the 
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student being considered as the Architect endeavouring to render 
his client satisfactory service. Although the subjects which are 
set during the earlier phases of training are of an abstract 
nature, those of the latter part of the course are intensely prac-
tical ; they are not—as is sometimes supposed—all of a grandiose 
character, such as would be quite unlikely to be met with in 
early practice. Small subjects are common and though the every 
day work is given first consideration, the work which we all 
hope to meet sometime in our career is not forgotten, and I 
contend that it is absolutely necessary that a man be thoroughly 
trained to look ahead, and not only to see that which is absolutely 
in front of him. 

We desire to teach the students of what our city is to be; 
of its open spaces, its entrances, its streets and its buildings, 
and above all to consider these things from the point of view 
of citizens, not merely as business men who are interested in a 
commercialised art. 

In conclusion, I would invite you to watch the results which 
must take some time to make their appearance, and although 
these may not yet be up to the standard at which we aim, they 
are, I do think, satisfactory, as may be seen from the recognition 
accorded us by the Institute; this is also shewn not only by the 
fact that there is a constant demand for our men, but by the 
success achieved by those who have obtained good positions 
immediately they landed in England and America in such offices 
as those of Sir John Burnett and Messrs. Johnson and Kauffman. 

We appreciate also, the fact that the University War 
Memorial is now being erected by Mr. W. F. Lacey, having been 
won in a competition which was held last year, and I have now 
to announce the result of a second one held this year, this being 
for the Lieut. Bennett Memorial at St. Kilda which has also 
been won by Mr. W. F. Lacey. (Here a letter from the Town 
Clerk of St. Kilda, which related to the case, was read.) 
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The establishment of an Entrance Scholarship to the 
Atelier by the V.A.S.S. indicates the feeling existing among the 
members of that society, a feeling which is greatly appreciated. 

The forthcoming year promises to be a successful one. The 
existing features of the course, including the carrying out of 
half-hour Esquisses at constant intervals, which was found last 
year to be an aid to rapid thinking and sketching, are being 
retained and in addition we hope to establish a "Design Club" 
for members who have passed through the course, by the forma-
tion of which, subjects of a scope with which it would be impos-
sible to deal in a period of three years, may be worked out and 
criticised by the jury. Mr. Ellis would be glad to hear from 
any old members who may desire further particulars. 

An exhibition of loan drawings from the Pennsylvania 
University will be on view towards the end of the month. 

Finally, I think that you are all aware that in consequence 
of the limited size of the old room, the Atelier members are now 
working in the new building in Madeline Street. Any persons 
who have not yet commenced, but who may wish to do so, should 
join before the next subject is set; the date of commencement 
will be found on the lists of Fixtures for this term, copies of 
which have been distributed. 

(Sgd.) LEIGHTON F. IRWIN. 

11 

ANNUAL AWARDS TO MEMBERS. 
University Studentship: to Mr. G. H. Sneddon. (This mem-

ber also did nine subjects, with an average of 9.4 marks, and 
received four "mentions.") 

The Grice Bronze Medal: to Mr. R. Ellis. (This Medal 
is the highest award given by the Atelier.) 	The work of 
Mr. Ellis, throughout the whole three years, has been of a high 
standard and he finished the year with an average of 9.9 for 
nine subjects, and also gained six "mentions," the highest mark-
ing yet obtained at the Atelier. 

[Special 
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Special Prize donated by Mr. Hudson, as President of the 
R.V.I.A. (This was gained by Mr. W. F. Williams, who was 
very close to the figures of Mr. Sneddon in the third year.) 

Special Prize donated by Mr. K. A. Henderson (President 
of the Federal Council). This prize, has—with the permission 
of Mr. Henderson—been divided this year. It is usually awarded 
to the "Head of the Atelier," but the work of the second man 
was so even and consistent, that it was decided to bracket him 
with the first. 

The recipients are Messrs. W. H. Lacey and R. Ellis. 
The following were successful in complying with the neces-

sary conditions for the obtaining of a "Pass" :- 
First Year.—Messrs. P. M. Shaw, G. T. Dyson, A. C. Collins, 

A. Bogle, N. C. Smith. 
Second Year.—Messrs. G. H. Sneddon, F. J. Glennon, 

D. B. White, and W. F. Williams. 
Third Year.—Messrs. W. H. Lacey and R. Ellis. 
(It is interesting to note that all those who were successful 

in the third year, attempted a greater number of subjects than 
were essential.) 

The Special Awards went to the following:- 
R.V.I.A. Scholarship, A. C. Collins. (This member executed 

nine subjects and gained an average of 8.3 marks, and four 
"mentions.") 



OPENING OF THE NEW QUARTERS OF 
THE MELBOURNE UNIVERSITY 
SCHOOL OF ARCHITECTURE. 

HE new quarters of the University School of Architec-
ture were opened by Sir James Barrett, K.C.M.G., M.D., 
on Thursday evening, 30th April, in the presence of 
members of the R.V.I.A., the Directors of the School, 
and the Atelier, a number of the students and many 

other visitors. 

The Quarters are in the eastern portion of the structure 
recently erected to accommodate the School of Anatomy, which 
being more commodious than is necessary for existing require-
ments, has been placed at the disposal of the students of the 
School of Architecture by the University Council, for a minimum 
period of five years. 

Mr. J. S. Gawler, F.R.V.I.A., Lecturer in Architecture at 
the University, occupied the chair, and after a few introductory 
remarks, he asked Sir James to perform the ceremony. 

In declaring the rooms open, Sir James Barrett remarked 
that in. the year 1919 the medical students, whilst pursuing the 
Anatomy course, were compelled to work under extremely adverse 
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conditions, the rooms then in use being inconveniently crowded. 
The number of students engaged on dissecting work at that time 
exceeded 400. Sir John Grice, the acting Chancellor, then 
interested himself in the case, and with the Council, was success-
ful in obtaining means from the Government sufficient to build 
the new School of Anatomy. It was anticipated in 1919 that 
in two years' time, the number would increase to 550, and 
accordingly the buildings were designed to accommodate 600 ; 
but in order to allow for any possible falling off that might occur 
after the termination of the rush of students at the end of the 
war, the building was planned in two divisions. 

The decrease in the number of students had taken place, 
and that allowed of the devotion of a large area of the building 
to other purposes ; in consequence of this the Council of the 
University had handed over the remaining portion to the School 
of Architecture for a term of at least five years. Should the 
number of medical students in the near future exceed that 
which the present accommodation will provide for, it will become 
necessary to construct a new building for the School of Archi-
tecture. 

There are at present 75 students in Architecture including 
35 who are undergoing training at the Atelier. The School is 
under the direction of Mr. J. S. Gawler, and the Atelier is in 
charge of Mr. Leighton F. Irwin. 

Although considerable progress had been made by the 
students, things cannot be expected to be satisfactory until a 
Professor of Architecture is appointed. He often wondered 
whether the people of Melbourne ever reflected upon what has 
been lost to them and to Victoria in consequence of the neglect 
of architectural education. The Government recently proposed 
to provide a sum of £120,000 for Consumptive Sanatoria pur-
poses. If Architecture and its attendant arts and sciences had 
been perfectly understood, such an enormous expenditure would 
be unnecessary. Consumption could be largely prevented by the 
observance of certain sanitary requirements, including light, 
drainage, and apace for play. 
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A body of educated men such as he was addressing, did not 
need to be reminded of the effect of surroundings upon character. 
Beautiful and orderly surroundings were apt to produce orderly 
minds and an appreciation of beauty, and the psychological effect 
of a beautiful and orderly city must never be forgotten. He 
mentioned the effect which personal observation of the Taj 
Mahall had exercised upon himself. After surveying that beauti-
ful architectural monument, he considered that all the laudatory 
remarks that had been poured out regarding it were not at all 
overdrawn. He could not help wondering at the time, what 
invisible influence it was that had induced man to so work and 
fit together blocks of marble, that the appearance of a structure 
so composed could produce such an overpowering effect upon the 
human mind. The same might be said of such buildings as the 
Parthenon, the Pantheon, and the most beautiful temple of 
Queen Hatshepsu, Der-el-Bahari, Thebes. It was quite true that 
one could not expect every student to produce such glorious 
masterpieces ; but a knowledge of the rules that underlie their 
construction and an appreciation of the intrinsic beauty of such 
works, would undoubtedly influence future architects. 

He desired to render the most cordial appreciation of all 
concerned to the work of the first lecturer in Architecture, the 
late Mr. Anketell Henderson, to his son Mr. Kingsley Hender-
son, to Professor Payne, the Professor of Engineering, and to 
the present Directors, Messrs. Gawler and Irwin. 

He could hardly say anything more, except to congratulate 
all who had interested themselves in the establishment of the 
School, upon what had been done. It was quite obvious that 
the School was now so large and so important that one man must 
devote the whole of his time to it. A Professor of Architecture 
was urgently needed. 

Mr. P. B. Hudson, President of the R.V.I.A., proposed a 
vote of thanks to Sir James Barrett, and enlarged upon the 
intense interest which he had taken-and was still taking—in 
all civic matters. He was pleased to hear that Sir James, as a 
medical man, was seized of the powerful influence which good 
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architecture should have upon the health of the people when 
they take the art and science attendant upon the practice of it 
seriously. He could assure all present that the Architects intend 
to pursue their ideal still, and to do their best in the advocacy 
of a Chair of Architecture, and he hoped that they would not 
have to wait long. 

He drew attention to the great advance which had been 
made in Architectural study during the last 15 years, and re-
ferred to what had been already done by the School and the 
Atelier, but in spite of all this, things had, he said, not pro-
gressed to a sufficient extent yet. There must be a full time 
course, and architects would not be satisfied with students who 
had not passed through such a course. The foundation for 
several endowments had been laid ; the Lloyd Scholarship 
Memorial for honour students, and the R.V.I.A. War Memorial 
Scholarship Fund had both been created since the war. The 
latter was a memorial to those members and students of the 
Institute who had fallen in the war, and no finer memorial could, 
he thought, exist. It was to be awarded primarily to those who 
had suffered bereavement through the loss of a relative in the. 
Great War, secondly to returned soldiers, and thirdly to students 
of Architecture. Last year, Mr. W. H. Eales was the recipient 
of it and this year it has been awarded to Mr. B. B. Lewis, who 
is a second year student. Some of the work of Mr. Lewis was 
to be seen on the walls. 

He advised students of the Atelier to restrain themselves 
regarding "rendering" of drawings. Every design should be so 
presented as to be clearly examined and understood, and designs 
should not be shrouded in washes of colour, which made the 
reading of them a difficult matter. 

Mr. K. A. Henderson, F.R.V.I.A., seconded the motion. He 
said that although the ceremony was possibly one of the smallest 
services which Sir James had rendered to the cause of Architec-
tural study, it was without doubt, one of the most pleasant. He 
would like to take that opportunity of stating that the labour and 
influence of Sir James had been for many years behind the sub- 
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ject of Architectural education at our University, and he had 
well earned the thanks of the whole profession, he also alluded 
to the great services to the profession of Sir John Monash, the 
Vice-Chancellor. 

Sir John, in his capacity as one of the assessors in the Vic-
torian War Memorial Competition, expressed his surprise at the 
fine quality of the work which was submitted in that competi-
tion. Much of the credit for that result was due to post-war 
training received in England, but greatly also to the training 
at the University and at the Atelier. The work of Professor 
Payne, also that of Messrs. Gawler and Irwin, had been con-
tinuous, whole hearted, and practically a labour of love. 

Professor Hamlin, of New York, had remarked that "Archi-
tecture is concerned with a larger annual outlay than any other 
vocation, except agriculture—even greater than Engineering." 

Again, he reminded those present that they had to thank 
Sir James for the valuable aid which he had given towards the 
achievement of the object of their ambition. 

The motion was then passed with acclamation. 



COMPETITIONS 

The Competitive Designs for The Extension of The Mel-
bourne Public Library, also those for the building for The Allied 
Societies Trust, have been adjudicated upon recently, the results 
being as follows :- 

PUBLIC LIBRARY. 
Section A.— (Little Lonsdale Street) . 	First Premium, 

Messrs. Irwin and Stevenson; Second, Messrs. Anderson and 
Hillier. 

Section B.—(Latrobe Street). First, Messrs. La Gerche 
and Gower; Second, Messrs. Irwin and Stevenson; Third, Messrs. 
Stephenson and Meldrum ; Fourth, Messrs. Anderson and Hillier. 

ALLIED SOCIETIES BUILDING. 
First Premium, Messrs. Godfrey and Spowers, in associa-

tion with Mr. W. H. Buck ; Second, Messrs. Oakley and Parkes ; 
Honourable Mention, Messrs. Sydney Smith, Ogg and Serpell. 

(The designs for the Building for The Allied Societies 
Trust will be on view at the Institute Rooms, 527 Collins Street, 
for fourteen days, commencing 14th May.) 

PROPOSED BRIDGE OVER THE YARRA 
AT SPENCER STREET. 

Competitive Designs are invited up to 31st August next, for 
the long talked of Bridge over the River Yarra at Spencer 
Street, Melbourne. 

The First Premium is £750, and the Second is £300. The 
Government also has the right to purchase any design for £100. 

The Assessors are Professor Henry Payne, Alderman 
Stapley, and Messrs. H. E. Morton and Geo. Kermode. 
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SPECIAL PROFESSIONAL PRACTICE 
EXAMINATION. 

MARCH, 1925. 

QUESTIONS. 
1. It is proposed to build a two (2) story factory in Melbourne 

to accommodate 42 women workers and 12 men. 

State what you know of the requirements as to :- 
(a) Closet accommodation. 
(b) Light. 
(c) Ventilation. 
(d) Staircases. 

2. In designing a six story building for Melbourne, state the 
requirements as to Staircases :- 

(a) Position. 
(b) Construction. 

3. In designing an hotel for Melbourne, state requirements for 
floors, ceilings, partitions, staircases ; in case of :- 

(a) Nine stories in height. 
(b) Five stories in height. 

4. A builder contracts to erect a large factory within a certain 
time limit under a penalty of £10 per week. He exceeds the 
time by six weeks. State under what conditions, if any, 
the penalty is to be inflicted. 

5. State what you know of the limitation of height in Melbourne 
buildings, and to what extent they are bound by the width 
of streets. 

6. Outline the Architect's course of action in the event of a 
contractor's insolvency during the progress of the works 
under his contract. 
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THE LIBRARY. 

"Journal of the R.I.B.A." The issue for 24th Jany., con-
tains a paper entitled "The Application in Building and 
Foundations of Modern Engineering Construction," by Oscar 
Faber, D.Sc., M.Inst.C.E., Hon. A.R.I.B.A. 	This is illustrated 
by numerous drawings of the "Raft Foundations" and super-
structure of the New Customs House, Shanghai. (The soil on 
which this large building is erected, is described as "a sandy 
clay of recent formation, which still contains so much water as 
to be properly termed soft mud, the upper six feet of which has 
dried out slightly more than the lower portion ; bore holes sunk 
have shewn that this mud continues to a depth of more than 
400 feet; the author of the paper says that "it is amazing that 
on this soil magnificent large modern buildings equal in size 
and magnificence to anything that we are erecting in England 
are being built." (Considering the nature of the foundation that 
exists over so large an area in the neighbourhood of the lower 
Yarra, a study of this paper should be found extremely interest- 
ing to Melbourne Architects.) 	The discussion on the above, 
will be found in the R.I.B.A. Journal for 7th Feby. Notes on 
"Concrete Rafts" in England, are also included. Particulars 
relating to the R.I.B.A. prizes and studentships are published 
in the same number. 

In the Journal for 21st Feby. is an "Essay on the Aesthetics 
of the Ancients," and three etchings by Joseph Pennell, Hon. 
A.R.I.B.A. "The Builder" (London) . This journal for March 
13th contains designs submitted for "Rome Scholarships in 
Sculpture and Architecture," and under date 20th March, are 
engravings relating to the "Restoration of Bristol Cathedral." 
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"Architectural Review" (London). The number for Feby. 
contains illustrations of compositions by Robert Adam, an illus-
trated article on "Adelaide House, three Italian studies by Sir 
Reg. Blomfield and an article on `The Aesthetics of Architecture.' 
The issue for March has many illustrations of the building for 
the Auctioneers' and Estate Agents' Institute (London), besides 
other engravings. On the pages for 20th March are illustrations 
of the preparations for the foundations for the new building for 
Lloyds, London, in the excavations for which it has been reported 
that the bones of a woolly rhinoceros and portions of a thigh 
bone of a mammoth or mastodon have been found; those animals 
are supposed to have been contemporaneous with neo-lithic man. 

"Journal of the American Institute of Architects." Recent 
numbers contain an article entitled "Pier and Beam." A com-
parison of Occidental and Oriental Architecture, a further 
instalment of Spanish work (illustrated), a paper on "Truth in 
Architecture," and an address given before the Architectural 
League of New York on "Rendering." 

"The American Architect." In current issues are published 
a paper on "Non-Ritualistic Church Buildings," illustrations of 
"Temple B'Nai Abraham," Newark, New Jersey, "A Fireplace 
alcove," taken from an old inn in England and set up as a 
window display in New York; also further illustrations of 
Interior Architecture and of Rendering. 
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