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M INUTES 

INUTES of General Meeting of members held at the 
Institute Rooms on Tuesday, July 29th, 1924, at 
8 p.m. 

Chair.— The President, Mr. P. B. Hudson, oc-
cupied the chair. 

Minutes.—Minutes of the previous meeting were read and 
confirmed. 

Apologies were received from Messrs. W. S. P. Godfrey, 
P. A. Oakley and Evan Smith. 

Nominations.—Messrs. R. S. Davey and Keith A'B. 
Klingender were nominated for membership. 

The President announced that the report of the sub-
committee on Architecture and Engineering had been deferred, 
owing practically to the absence of Mr. Oakley. 

General Business and Council Report.—The President re-
ported that the question of new premises was being dealt with 
by a sub-committee of the combined Institutes. 

No further word had been received with reference to the 
Public Library Competition, the matter being in the hands of 
the Government. 
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The suggestion of uniform standardisation of trade cata-
logues had been laid before the Chamber of Commerce, who had 
asked for suggestions. The matter had been referred to Mr. 
A. S. Hall. 

The new act concerning the Commonwealth Bank, contained 
a clause introduced by Dr. Maloney to the effect that all Archi-
tectural work estimated to cost over £5000 should be open to 
public competition. The Bill had still to pass the Senate. 

The Regulations Committee in their report on the new 
Health Regulations, recommended that representations be made 
to the Government that uniform building regulations should be 
established throughout Victoria. The Council would act on this 
recommendation. 

In the report of the Assessors of the compensation to be 
awarded to those who entered for the Federal Parliament House 
competition, extracts of a number of letters had been received 
from the competitors expressing appreciation of the action of 
the Government in recognising their work. 

Members had at times enquired if the Institute issued a short 
schedule for "Conditions of Contract" suitable to small works. 
Mr. K. A. Henderson had made the one used in his Office avail-
able through the Institute if it was thought suitable. 

Mr. G. R. King expressed indebtedness to the President and 
members of the N.S.W. Institute, for hospitality to himself and a 
party of Students, on the occasion of a recent visit to Sydney. 

Mr. W. M. Campbell referred to the excellent impression 
created at the Wembley Exhibition by the Australian Building, 
and moved that the congratulations of the Institute be conveyed 
to the Commonwealth Department of Works and Railways. This 
was seconded by Mr. K. A. Henderson and carried. 

Mr. K. A. Henderson referred to the simultaneous launch-
ing of several competitions. He hoped that it could be arranged 
that sufficient time would be given for members who wished to 
compete in all, to take part. 
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R.V.I.A. Medals and Certificates.—The President then pre-
sented the Medals and Certificates to candidates in connection 
with last year's competitions. 

Silver Medal : J. F. D. Scarborough ; Bronze Medal : A. V. 
Wise; Bronze Medal (Hon. Men.) : L. G. Grant. 

Notice of Motion.—Mr. W. Lucas then moved pursuant of 
notice, (Mr. Hudson vacating the Chair which was taken by 
Mr. Blackett) . 

"That the gravity of the finding as published in the May number 
of the "Journal of Proceedings,"under "Mr. Lucas' Appeal," 
accentuated, however, by the absence of any allusion in ac-
companying minute to the contents of a sworn declaration, 
then read by the appellant prior to the appeal, cannot but 
be recognised. 

"Since, however, the conduct referred to was based on the 
submission by the appellant to the Government of Victoria 
and the City Council of Melbourne, also to the Press, of 
comparative material relating to the design placed first in 
the National War Memorial for Victoria Competition, and 
the following : — Birmingham War Memorial (Hall of 
Memory), Temple of Scottish Rite, Washington, and a 
Memorial to a Great Man (1st and 2nd Design) in "Archi-
tectural Record," September, 1920, it is considered desir-
able that the Institute asks the Federal Council of the Aus-
tralian Institutes of Architects to prepare and submit to 
each constituent Institute, for the guidance of members, a 
statement of what the Council deems should be the action 
of a member should he discover a design placed in a com-
petition which, in his opinion, approximates in a highly 
marked degree, in essential vital principles—or more than 
so approximates—to a prior specific example or examples 
of contemporary design." 
He said that the Institutes should be prepared to face crises 

when they arose. He had no recollection of so important a matter 
having arisen which afforded the Federal Council an opportunity 
to declare itself for the guidance of members of constituent In- 
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stitutes. There being no seconder, the Chairman declared the 
motion to have lapsed. 

The President then resumed the Chair and called on Mr. 
R. B. Hamilton to read a paper entitled "Town Planning Prin-
ciples and Civic Development," and after discussion a vote of 
thanks was carried by acclamation, and Mr. Hamilton briefly 
returned thanks. 

(The Paper, together with discussion, appears elsewhere 
in the Journal). 

A motion congratulating the Architects and Engineers on 
the success of the new Church Street Bridge 

 supported by Mr. President, seconded by Mr. F. Stapley, and  
K. A. Henderson, and carried unanimously. 

Mr. T. R. Ashworth in replying said that a combination 
of the Engineer and Architect produced the best results. 

He explained that the competition had been won by Messrs. 
T. R. Ashworth and H. D. Annear, Architects ; and J. M. Ash- 
worth, Engineer. 

Mr. J. M. Ashworth could not engage in carrying out the 
work, so that Mr. J. A. Lang was invited to act as the Engineer 
for the work, and was responsible for the design of many 
material structural alterations—practically the redesigning of 
the construction of the completed bridge. 

He considered that America was now behind Europe in 
bridge design, and it was important that this Country should 
keep abreast of the times in that matter. 

The meeting then closed. 



MINUTES 

INUTES of General Meeting of members held at the 
Institute Rooms, on Tuesday, August 26th, 1924, at 
8 o'clock. 

Chair.— In the absence of Mr. Hudson, owing 
to indisposition, Mr. W. S. P. Godfrey occupied the 

chair. Apologies were received from Messrs. P. B. Hudson, 
W. A. M. Blackett, and J. H. Harvey. 

Mr. Hudson's Illness.- Mr. Henderson moved that the 
meeting express to Mr. Hudson its regret at his illness, and hope 
for his speedy recovery. 

Minutes.— The Minutes of the previous meeting were read 
and confirmed. 

Nomination.— Mr. E. H. J. Zeibell was nominated for 
membership to come up for ballot at the next meeting. 

Report of Sub-Committee on Engineering Services.— Mr. 
Henderson in submitting the report said that the sub-committee 
consisting of Messrs. Oakley, Keage, and himself, had compressed 
it into the following resolution which he moved :- 

"In connection with the erection of reinforced concrete or steel 
frame buildings and in connection with buildings in which 
there is incorporated structural steel work or reinforced 
concrete work. In the opinion of this Institute, it is desir-
able that members of our profession, in order that our 
Clients may have the best possible service, should— 

(a) Cause all reinforced concrete and structural steel work 
to be clearly drawn out and specified in every particular 
so that such work may be open to competition among the 
builders tendering for the work in just the same way 
that other portions of the work are open to competitive 
tendering, and 

(b) should, where necessary, employ professional engineer-
ing advisers to assist in the computation, drawing and 
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specifying of such work and the Architect should pay 
for such professional engineering work out of the com-
mission received by him from the Client and see that 
such professional engineering advisers should, in all 
cases, be men of equal rank to the Architect and men 
who do not carry any agency business and who are free 
of any contractoral relationships with any parties, in 
order that the advice of such men may be free and 
unbiassed." 

This referred only to reinforced concrete and structural 
steel. After discussion it was decided to excise the words "of 
equal rank to the Architect and men," Mr. Henderson agreeing. 
The motion was seconded by Mr. Sale and supported by Mr. 
Oakley and was then carried. 

It was suggested by Mr. Tompkins and agreed that a copy 
of the resolution be sent to the Master guilders' Association. 

Architectural Education.—The Chairman then called on Mr. 
Alsop to open the discussion on Architectural Education. 

Messrs. R. H. Alsop, J. S. Gawler, G. R. King, L. F. Irwin, 
T. R. Ashworth, P. Carew Smyth, IC. A. Henderson, and Wm. 
Lucas also took part, and their remarks are referred to in 
another part of the Journal. 

At the conclusion Mr. Campbell moved that the Council be 
asked to consider the question of calling a conference of those 
Educational bodies who are interested in the Education of the 
Architect to discuss the whole question. Agreed. 

The meeting then closed. 



TOWN PLANNING PRINCIPLES 
AND CIVIC IMPROVEMENT 

By MR. R. B. HAMILTON (A. ) 

OWN Planning is essentially the art dealing with civic 
matters. It is the art of arranging and designing the 
component parts of villages, towns, and cities in such a 
manner that they shall be beautiful. It is simply sound 
common sense, and not a new idea brought forward by 

a few aesthetic civic experts. It is an art which has been studied 
and put into practice with varied degrees of success by city 
dwellers, from ancient times to the present advanced age when 
public vision, the world over, has become, perhaps, more intently 
focussed on matters of civic importance than ever. This is par-
ticularly the case in Australia, and it confronts us in Melbourne 
to-day, as we are face to face with problems of some magnitude 
allied to the civic progress which we are making. 

Town Planning has been practised since man first settled 
in primitive colonies, and it is rather surprising to find that in 
traces of early Egypt, - Assyria and Crete, there are more evi-
dences of pre-conception and comprehensive planning of streets 
and buildings, than are to be found in many 19th century cities. 
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The first authentic records of completely planned towns re-
late to Asiatic cities of , the. Macedonian age, about 330 B.C. The 
conquest of Alexander led to the building of many of these towns 
in Asia Minor, and, I believe, Hippodamus, an Athenian, was 
the first known professional town planner. 

One aspect of town government at that time which is of 
interest to us now, is that dealing with "building laws." Certain 
imperfect inscriptions show parts of ancient laws to the effect 
that dangerous structures could be taken in hand by appointed 
officers and repaired at the owner's expense ; street cleaning and 
scavenging was also in the hands of these same officers ; party 
walls had bye-laws governing their repair. Brickmaking was 
regarded as an obnoxious trade and was not permitted in a city. 
The widths of roads outside a city were fixed and owners of 
adjacent property were held responsible for road maintenance. 

If we consider the circumstances and events, which in 
ancient times had a definite bearing on the making of a city, we 
find that the religion of the people played an important part. 

Those patriarchal families indulged in ancestral worship 
and as time went on, grouped themselves in common worship to 
become tribes. The family hearth fire altar then gave way to 
the common altar. A small house or "cella" was then built as 
a Holy place for the common altar and a dwelling place 
for the common diety, and this cella was ultimately enlarged 
and became the temple, a holy and  beautiful meeting place 
for worshippers. The city was thus founded on this ritual ; 
the State was virtually the community of worshippers and pat-
riotism was piety. Thus briefly, the idea from which town • plan-
ning and civic art have sprung is reviewed. The communal centre 
of these ancient people, which was their worshipping place, was 
also the place on which they lavished such art as they were 
capable of exhibiting. While the Greeks were not uniformly 
appreciative of formal town planning, they consistently favoured 
due publicity being given to their public buildings ; thus their 
temples were invariably found to be placed on sites as conspicuous 
as possible. 
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This has been so right down through ages to the Christian 
era, when the Cathedral became the bible of the people and 
the dominating feature of all cities of note. In these shrines 
there is ample evidence that the craftsmen delighted in the prac-
tice of their crafts, every individual effort in thought and work-
manship being of the best. 

It is just this same idea that the beautiful is a power towards 
the uplifting of humanity, that may be called the soul of town 
planning and civic art. It prompts those influences which are 
felt either consciously or unconsciously by the educated or un-
educated alike, when they view a great work of man, such as 
a well designed city. 

It is not only such materialistic qualities as size, age, fine 
buildings, well kept parks and gardens, well controlled traffic, 
and well laid out streets, that count ; these all tend towards the 
making of a fine city but not necessarily a beautiful one. The 
latter quality is only produced by the ideal of the city and all 
that it means to its people, being at the back of the minds of its 
citizens. Much expenditure of large sums of public money, or 
the forming of grand avenues, and the setting up of magnificent 
buildings is not the key note of true civic art, although each of 
these may greatly add to the fineness of the city. 

The object of civic art or town planning, is to develop a 
city or town in such a manner that its citizens individually and 
collectively, may rightly enjoy the convenience and ease of living 
due to them ; that they may be unconsciously aided physically and 
mentally. By an analysis of the essentials of town planning, 
we must realise more fully that it is a phase of technical science, 
which holds a foremost place. These essentials may be classed 
as follows :— 

1. Hygienic housing for the masses. 
2. Provision of "lungs"— (parks and gardens) . 
3. Zoning of areas for specific classes of buildings. 
4. Transport efficiency and traffic convenience. 
5. Grouping of civic buildings. 

[Housing 
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HOUSING 
Dealing with these essentials in their order, we have first 

of all "Housing." 

The importance of this matter is universally recognised, 
as the successful housing of a community plays a very important 
part in its ultimate progress from every point of view. 

Slums are the outcome of inefficient housing conditions ; they 
are the curse of all cities. In them are bred the worst type of 
citizens and diseases, but thanks to the sensible planning of new 
cities that is now possible, they should surely become things 
of the past. The modern city proper is rapidly being rid of 
residential areas which are much better if placed on its outskirts, 
and which when well laid out, may be made most attractive. 
Connected by rapid travelling facilities with the city proper, 
such areas or "garden cities" containing compact hygienic, well 
designed houses, form an invaluable asset and are exceedingly 
popular. By the application of "quantity production" principles, 
such houses may be built very economically, very expeditiously, 
and in such a manner as to foster among their occupants a pride 
of home, which readily cultivates a healthy communal spirit. 
In a well laid out residential area, the houses are designed 
and grouped in such a manner as to avoid monotony. 
In other countries owing to density of population and confine-
ment of areas, they are usually designed in blocks of two, three, 
four, or more, placed on allotments of about 20 feet frontage 
and distributed in the proportion of about 8 or 10 to the acre. 
In Australia, there is no necessity for such narrow frontages, 
and houses should, in all cases be detached, which means fewer 
houses per acre, and greater frontages to streets. A feature 
of many housing schemes abroad is the absence of the front 
garden fence, and I think that there is a good deal to be said 
for it, as it encourages each householder to take a pride in the 
appearance of his home and garden as one of a group. The 
appearance of streets in residential areas treated in this way is 
distinctly preferable to that of those lined with fences of nonde-
script design. For those who wish to have more privacy, there 
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is the alternative of growing a hedge some few feet back from 
the boundary with flower beds lending an interest to the street. 
Housing will be most successful when homes are provided which 
will teach the uneducated people to live in an educated manner. 

LUNGS—PARKS AND PLAYGROUNDS 

It is essential that every town should have ample breathing 
spaces in the form of parks, gardens and recreation grounds. 
These are vital to the health of the people. 

The park system in Australian cities should comprise :- 
1. Local reserves and playgrounds. 
2. Inner parks. 
3. Outer parks of large area. 
4. Connecting parkways. 

Such a system to be effective should embody areas equal 
to about 10 per cent. of the total area developed. This ratio 
of 10 per cent. is, I think, agreed upon as reasonable in a country 
like Australia, in which cities have plenty of room for expansion. 
The provision of suitable reserves has to be carefully watched, 
and is of first consideration in the development of residential 
suburbs. In these days of dangerous motor traffic, children must 
have suitable playgrounds at no great distance from their homes. 

ZONING 

The zoning of a city consists in the allotment of separate 
areas in and around that city for different classes of buildings. 
It is simply the orderly arrangement of the city. 

Factory areas should, where possible, be confined to regions 
on the lee side of prevailing winds in order to modify the smell 
and smoke nuisance. Under a system of zoning, shopping and 
business areas are conveniently grouped, and residential areas 
are placed in congenial surroundings. Zoning makes for economy 
and efficiency in the successful working of the city. It does 
away with the scattering of factories and industrial concerns, 
and eliminates the possibilities of slum areas. 

[Transport 
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TRANSPORT EFFICIENCY AND TRAFFIC CONVENIENCE 

These are primary considerations, as without them no city 
can hope to progress. 

The proper arrangement and width of main thoroughfares 
for the rapid and safe passage of vehicles and pedestrians from 
point to point, is essential. The system of planning streets so 
that their road surfaces are of the width necessary for the traffic 
which they will be required to carry, is obviously a correct one, 
and it is as applicable to suburban streets as to those in the city. 
An actual road surface of about 20 feet, flanked with trees and 
grass, is preferable in residential areas, to a street of 40 feet 
in width, all of which is road surface. Again, in most residential 
areas, a road width of about 20 feet is ample for traffic require-
ments, and thus construction and maintenance costs are reduced 
to a minimum. 

Transport systems are designed on the principle of quick 
distribution which is the keynote of their success. Railway 
systems must distribute suburban passengers at as many points 
as possible throughout the city, as also should tram and bus 
systems. The use of loop lines as against terminal points has 
been found effective in this respect. These systems are the 
arteries of the city and the importance of their correct deter-
mination cannot be overestimated. 

CIVIC CENTRES 

The grouping of civic buildings such as the Town Hall, 
Library, etc., in such a manner as to ensure that they will flank 
an open space in the heart of the city is desirable. Termed 
"The Civic Centre," it is the focal point and administrative head-
quarters; to it all main thoroughfares lead. It gives a keynote 
to the city, and in it should be placed all national monuments 
and memorials to citizens, which would possess additional value 
because they would occupy a rightful pride of place, and would 
influence the development of a civic sense. I think that it is 
partly in consequence of this lack of concentration in our Aus-
tralian cities that this civic sense is wanting. 
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The same civic spirit is encouraged in many housing schemes 
abroad by the grouping of the institute, church, shopping centre, 
recreation ground, etc. Perhaps the most important associated 
Art is Architecture. Unfortunately in Australia, until lately, 
the importance of the Art of Architecture as an influence, has 
not been recognised by the people. The importance of having 
good Architecture in our cities is great, and is becoming more 
readily recognised by the public of to-day, than it was even ten 
years ago ; hence we have a much higher standard of Architectural 
education developing rapidly at our universities. In considering 
the application of these town planning principles, it must be 
remembered that it is a comparatively simple matter to embody 
them successfully in the design for a new city, just as it is in 
the case of a new building which may, by careful thought and 
arrangement, be equipped with all the most modern facilities 
for its proper use. It is in the case of remodelling existing 
cities to allow for their expansion, that the problem is more 
difficult, as it is almost invariably found that the original planner 
of a city did not make adequate provision for the expansion, and 
change in civic life which has taken place all over the world. 
The change which has occurred in methods of transport, has 
perhaps affected this condition more than anything else. 

Again, in olden times, if a community did not take kindly 
to its surroundings, if it found a river, a swamp, or perhaps 
a mountain in its way, it had two alternatives—either to move 
the town bodily to some other more suitable locality, or to 
endure the inconvenience, whereas modern cities-in America 
at any rate—are not to be bothered by any such whims of 
nature. Hills are levelled or tunnelled, swamps are filled in and 
reclaimed, rivers are diverted, good roads are built to hitherto 
inaccessible places, and the physical aspects of nature in general 
are forced to conform to the wishes of man. 

(What has been done in Bombay was instanced. The town, 
practically an island, had no room to expand and therefore its 
area has been increased by reclamation.) 

[Thus 
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Thus modern scientific methods permit the full and most 
satisfactory expression of these ideals under almost any ordinary 
circumstances, and perhaps, to a degree, help to simplify their 
proper application to the development of existing cities and towns. 

Unfortunately however, modern scientific methods usually 
go hand in hand with excessive cost, and this is very often the 
stumbling block to their successful adoption. 

The town-planning movement has probably made more 
progress and achieved greater ends in America than in any 
other country. A comparatively young nation thriving on ad-
vanced thought, it has encouraged the practice of town planning 
in every way. It has fostered the growth of the movement for 
the establishment of Town Planning Commissions, and although 
only 12 or 15 years ago such institutions were practically un-
known, there are to-day nearly 200 of these active organisations. 

In its first stride, the movement for a comprehensive con-
trol of civic growth was somewhat checked by certain over-
zealous enthusiasts who thought a great deal more of promoting 
extravagant civic centres, pretentious boulevards, and terraced 
river fronts, than they did of the sane and more practical 
questions of housing, zoning, etc. 

However, this period of display soon gave way to and helped 
to actually emphasise the ideals of the movement. 

The Americans began to see that too frequently their cities 
had been considered merely as trading centres. They realised 
that the more fundamental element—the home—had become to 
an extent lost sight of. The home, and not trade, is the back-
bone of the community ; trade is only the means towards main- 
taining the home. 

Thus healthy and convenient housing has been made a vital 
aim in all their town planning work. 

These and other considerations soon prompted the thought-
ful and progressive citizens of various cities to get together 
unofficially and to formulate programmes which ultimately lead 
to the establishment of permanent Town Planning Commissions. 

( 
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Members of Chambers of Commerce and Boards of Trade 
were active in this early movement, as they were usually seized 
with the fact that anything that helps the town helps business, and 
that as comprehensive town planning must help the town, it 
must be good for business also. 

They found that to be most effective these Commissions 
had to be closely connected by interlocking personnel, or other-
wise, with other local Government agencies, which were in fact 
responsible for decisions upon matters of current action that 
in any way affected the city. 

They are constituted primarily of a town planner, an en-
gineer, often the city engineer, an Architect, a member of the 
local council and sometimes representatives of banking and 
transportation interests. 

These Commissions are set up as local authorities to in-
vestigate the innumerable factors in the problem of town plan-
ning such as housing, transport, industry, etc., and to study 
them in corelation with the inevitable growth of their city. 

These investigations form part of a comprehensive civic 
survey which is their first objective and is soon followed by a 
preliminary plan and report. 

Another feature of their work is to keep in touch with the 
plans which may be proposed by Government or other indepen-
dent authorities to deal with new parks, playgrounds, sewer 
and water extensions, electric light, gas, railways, etc. 

Some of the Commissions have authority to request these 
organisations to submit all such proposed schemes to them for 
advice, particularly as to the best means of incorporating the 
proposals in the general programme the Commission is prepar-
ing, and by so doing, much saving in work and cost is possible. 

The preparation of a major street plan of a city is another 
important work undertaken by the Commissions. 

These plans are made in order to determine which streets 
need widening, and in the case of suburban districts particularly, 

[to 



town Planning >Arinctples anti Civic Improvement. 106 

to make provision for systems of major streets of such widths 
as will satisfy the ever increasing traffic demands for 50 years, 
say. 

Of almost equal importance are the considerations for the 
Boulevard and Park systems which are planned for the con-
nection of all park units with one another, and also with the 
heart of the city. 

In considering these streets and park plans, reservations 
are made for future public buildings, schools, police and fire 
stations; libraries, hospitals, markets, etc. 

The importance of zoning has been made clear in all cases, 
has been carried into effect in all states, and is exceedingly 
popular. An important development has been the tendency to 
abolish town factories, and with them their usually attendant 
slum areas. 

Great Corporations, whose employees number thousands, 
simply moved their factories or built new ones right away from 
the city, and then within easy walking distance, developed 
garden cities in which to house their employees. 

These garden city schemes have developed to an extent 
calculated, I venture to say, to become a big factor in the success 
of the industries concerned. They have housed their workers 
in a manner which has fitted them for the happy performance 
of their work, and which must be conducive to such contentment, 
as will ultimately reduce labour troubles to a minimum. 

All this goes to show how, when properly harnessed, town 
planning principles may become a wonderful power for the de-
velopment of a city. 

In England, through the agency of the Town Planning Act 
of Great Britain, improvement schemes for town, villages and 
cities have materialised with such a measure of success that 
an era of new life of a broader and freer type, embodying 
democratic ideals, has been developed. 

There, as in America, the value of the garden suburb has 
been fully realised. Industrial concerns all over Britain have, 
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wherever possible, introduced such housing areas adjoining their 
works. Among them the well known schemes of Cadbury Bros., 
at Bournville, and Lever Bros., at Port Sunlight. 

The advantages of properly designed residential areas for 
industrial purposes has prompted their extensive use for housing 
the middle classes. London, for instance, is surrounded by a 
ring of such garden suburbs, such as Hampstead and Gidea Park, 
where quite good houses may be found, either detached or semi-
detached. Many of these schemes were run by companies who 
sold the houses on the time payment system. In some housing 
schemes in England, hot water and steam heating is laid on 
from the local electric generating station. 

Advisory Boards and Civic Societies have been set up in 
many cities and towns, and are working very much on the same 
lines as those in America, although with perhaps not quite such 
quick results. These societies usually work as an advising body 
in association with local authorities. The City Guild of Liver-
pool was the first started in 1910, and many others have since 
been established. 

The Birmingham Society has been one of the most success-
ful, and I think its aims, as officially set out, are very much 
to the point, they are as follows :- 

1. To stimulate historical interest in the city and to pre-
serve buildings and monuments of historical worth. 

2. To preserve objects of beauty and to maintain a vigilant 
opposition to all acts of vandalism. 

3. To promote a sense of beauty and to stimulate civic 
pride in the domestic and civic life of the citizens by urging 
the adoption of the highest standards of Architecture for domes-
tic buildings, offices, warehouses, factories, etc. 

4. To work for a more beautiful city. (a) By advocating 
the public acquisition of land for the provision of open spaces 
for playgrounds, parks, parkways, squares, gardens, and orna-
mental features at road crossings, etc.; (b) By helping to co- 

[ordinate 
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ordinate the efforts of existing societies by uniting Architectural 
engineering, artistic, and handicraft groups in a common aim. 

Much valuable work has been done by this Society, which 
has been instrumental in the carrying out of many improve-
ments in and around the city of Birmingham. 

Similar organisations have been at work all over Britain, 
and the result is that British people are seeing their cities as 
living organisms, and are fully awake to the value of civic art, 
with its attendant benefits. 

European cities have, if anything, developed this sense of 
civic pride to a greater extent in their beautification. 

This master hand of art, in all its branches, is gloriously 
evident in Paris with its well laid out boulevards, which in many 
instances with the uniformity of skyline of the flanking buildings, 
lend perspective to well proportioned squares, which close their 
vistas. 

There is a definite homogeneity in the wonderful appearance 
of this fine city, which is noticeably absent from London. No mat-
ters of detail are missed, even to the design of electric light stan-
dards and tramway poles, these being in harmony with their sur-
roundings. Badly executed advertising signs do not disfigure the 
buildings, as is the case in many other cities. 

All this is because of a developed and marked sense of civic 
pride, and its benefits are apparent to all. 

Conditions for the practise of town planning principles in 
their ideal form are perhaps more favourable in Australia than 
in most other countries. Our country is a land of broad acres, 
our cities are dotted here and there, each surrounded with terri-
tory, the development of which is entirely in our hands. New 
towns and villages are in their infancy, the stage at which their 
future can best be moulded by the town planner. 

We have opportunities to profit by the experience of other 
countries. We should be prepared to do so, rather than experi-
ment or apathetically allow many problems to solve themselves. 
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In Melbourne we have a Town Planning Commission, set 
up by the Government to advise it as to the best means of deal-
ing with civic development and improvement, and this has many 
problems to face. 

There is the question of the development of suburban areas 
At the present time we have surrounding Melbourne in the north, 
east and west, fine open country, admirably suitable for the de-
velopment of garden suburbs. What is actually taking place is 
that most of these areas are being bought up in bulk by astute 
property experts whose greatest ambition is to make money by 
them. Their method is to subdivide these paddocks into small 
allotments, the size of which is governed by the regulations of 
the municipal councils, and then to resell at a profit. The man-
ner in which they are subdivided is by no means on town plan-
ning lines, and little thought is given to parks, gardens, play-
grounds, etc. Unless these subdivisions are carried out under 
the advice of the Commission, or on some methodical lines, the 
time will come when values will have risen, and heavy compen-
sation will have to be paid for the resumption of areas for parks 
and gardens. ( City, 9 per cent. ; suburbs, 4 per cent.) . 

Like all other cities we have our slums, which must be 
eliminated by drastic building regulations and Zoning Laws. In 
the future city of Melbourne, I cannot imagine any excuse for 
working class residential areas ; these must be placed out in the 
suburbs in healthy surroundings, with rapid transport facilities 
for reaching the city. 

Perhaps one of our most urgent problems is congestion in 
the city. It is a problem which every growing capital and manu-
facturing city in the world has to grapple with. It is really the 
question of how to arrange that the bulk of the population shall 
live within easy reach of their employment. 

Judging by the experience of many huge cities in America 
and Europe, the resources of civilisation are not equal to mov-
ing practically the whole working and pleasuring population of 
a city twice a day. In America they tried overhead railways, 
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trams in the streets, and the congestion seemed to increase. In 
England they built underground railways and ran buses in the 
streets and still the congestion went on. However, now in both 
these countries there is a growing tendency to do away with 
town factories and to place them in the country surrounded by 
garden suburbs—a method which must help to relieve congestion. 

I think Melbourne is arriving at a stage of development at 
which something of this type of decentralisation is becoming a 
necessity to prevent undue city congestion in the future. 

Mr. Raymond Unwin, the eminent London Architect, after 
investigation in America, recently pointed very clearly to the fact 
that a definite moderate height limit to city buildings is a factor 
in preventing congestion of traffic in city streets. Every city 
street has a comfortable traffic capacity which must not be over-
loaded by excessively high buildings. It is quite unnecessary for 
business people to crowd into one small central section of a city. 
Unduly high buildings are the necessary outcome and these, as 
Mr. Unwin has shown by reference to American cities, are a 
serious menace to street traffic conditions. The reason of this 
is, I think, obvious. 

Restriction of the height limit of our city buildings will force 
the expansion of the city area, tend to stabilise property values, 
and distribute street traffic in a manner which will minimise 
congestion. 

Although our transport facilities in the way of electric trams 
are good, our suburban passenger traffic is congested, owing to 
the fact that Flinders Street station is distributing nearly all 
the traffic. There is an obvious need for other city stations, and 
I have no doubt the ultimate solution of this will be an under-
ground railway system, supplemented by buses in the streets. 
Our city tram system is undoubtedly obsolete and the prime 
cause of traffic congestion. Any city tram system means safety 
zones, which are actually bottle-necks. It seems to me that in 
this age of motor traffic, which sets a high standard of rapid 
transit, trams must go from the city proper and give way to 
motor buses. 
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In converting to electric power, the tram lines might well 
be arranged to skirt the city, or at any rate not to pass through 
its main thoroughfares. Censuses taken during the tram strike 
clearly showed that a 25 per cent. greater volume of traffic could 
pass through the city quicker than when trams were running. 
The time has arrived when street transport should be under the 
control of a Central Traffic Authority. The building of more 
bridges over the river is an urgent need, which will materially 
ease traffic conditions. The new Church Street Bridge is an 
undoubted success, and it is to be hoped that it will be a fore-
runner to others of a similar nature. 

The parking of cars in the city is another matter which must 
be dealt with in the early future. At present most car owners 
are forced, by the lack of adequate parking spaces, to leave their 
cars at the kerb, where they may be "blue pencilled" by the 
police. Some system of underground parking areas centrally 
situated, could, I think, be devised which would be more conve-
nient to motorists than areas on the surface outside the city. 

With the advent of the motor bus, the importance of good 
road construction is accentuated. All main roads must be con-
structed to carry heavy, fast moving loads. 

The policy of spending a greater amount of money on good 
roads with consequent minimum maintenance costs, is prefer-
able to our past methods of putting down inferior ones which 
involve heavy maintenance charges. 

I am told that in one municipality of Melbourne, interest 
is still being paid on moneys borrowed years ago for making 
roads, which have since been remade some three or four times. 
Some means must therefore be very soon found to cope with this 
necessity, otherwise the Community will suffer a heavy burden 
by its inability to make use of modern road transport facilities. 

Many improvements to existing streets are necessary in the 
way of abolishing bottle-necks, such as are found at Victoria 
Street and Bridge Road, Richmond, and other places. 

A good deal has been heard from time to time of the idea 
that our city should have a civic centre; several suggestions have 

[been 
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been put forward, but no definite scheme has been officially for-
mulated. It would seem that the most suitable place for such 
a scheme would be on the south side of the river, where it might 
perhaps flank St. Kilda Road Boulevard, and form part of a gen-
eral scheme for the layout and improvement of the south bank 
of the river. I understand that any idea of this nature on the 
south side of the river has not found favour with the Commis-
sion, which is, I think, regrettable. 

A boulevard such as St. Kilda Road is, I think, worthy of 
a much finer climax than exists at present to mark the entrance 
to the city. We can surely improve upon present conditions 
which consist of a very ordinary bridge treatment, the back view 
of a station building, an incomplete Cathedral, and an old hotel. 

Among other matters which I think call for consideration 
by the town planning authorities is the question of grouping city 
buildings in important positions, at any rate so that they will 
have some feeling of uniformity—not necessarily a long, uniform 
skyline, but perhaps a grouping of skylines so that continuity 
would be relieved and the buildings terminated by masses of 
greater height—in effect, it would mean a variation of height 
limit of buildings according to their position—the higher build-
ings being given corner positions. 

These are but a few of the many matters which have to 
be considered in the development of our city which, together with 
its natural environment and the concentrated effort of its civic 
authorities, bids fair to become one of the finest cities in the 
world. 

DISCUSSION ON PAPER 

Mr. F. Stapley (F.) proposed a vote of thanks, expressing 
great satisfaction in the interest which the younger Architects 
were taking in the subject. In the course of his remarks he 
quoted English practice, which often placed the subdivision of 
estates in the hands of Architects, it being not unusual there, 
for Architects to practise as surveyors as well. Here, the work 
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generally fell into the hands of the surveyors who, as a rule, 
simply gridironed the land in a mechanical manner. Referring 
to brickmaking having been regarded in ancient days as 
a noxious trade, he stated that in England it was not un-
common for refuse to be used in the manufacture of bricks. 
He also mentioned that many of the so-called "noxious trades" 
which are railed against here, should really have no claim to 
such a title. Were they conducted under proper conditions, such 
as have been rendered possible by the application of modern 
scientific knowledge, many of them need not be offensive at all. 

The adoption of such methods would be far preferable to 
the use of the easier but more costly expedient of moving them 
further from settlement, which is, after all, merely a temporary 
remedy. The provision of a civic centre was a difficult propos-
ition in the case of Melbourne, in consequence of the manner 
in which the city is laid out. The south side of the river ap-
pealed to him to a certain extent, but the nature of the foun-
dation obtainable there was not favorable when permanent 
buildings were under consideration. 

He would like to see a scheme introduced which would pro-
vide a point of beauty that would be led up to from all parts 
of the city. At present there was no suitable approach to the 
city from the Port. 

Mr. K. A. Henderson (F.) seconded the motion. He re-
marked that the subject had been dealt with in a very com-
prehensive manner, and that under each of the heads into which 
the reader had divided it, a whole volume might be written. 
Regarding the treatment of roads of excessive width, he men-
tioned that in Malvern, it had been found economical to construct 
a good roadway of a reasonable width, and to define its edges 
with pitchers, then to form the sides of soil. He did not alto-
gether agree with the proposition to form a civic centre on the 
south of the river ; such a point should be really a "centre" 
and not situated on the outskirts of the city. Speaking of traffic 
"congestion," he said that Melbourne hardly knows what the word 
means. Except at two or three corners, no such thing exists here, 

[and 
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and what is experienced would be absolutely corrected by the 
provision of a couple of additional bridges, one at Spencer Street, 
and the other at either Spring Street or Russell Street. These 
would at once relieve the situation, and would be effective for 
another ten or fifteen years. 

Mr. T. R. Ashworth (F.), in supporting the motion, thought 
that although it might be difficult to arrange for a "civic centre," 
Melbourne possessed a very remarkable transport centre in 
Flinders Street. 

He was of opinion that the centre of the city should be 
retained for free traffic, and that the railways and trams should 
stop at the outskirts. 

He agreed with other speakers concerning the title of the 
"Town Planning Commission," which is misleading, as it inferred 
that a commencement at planning was being made. Conditions 
have become so firmly established that it is now, almost im-
possible to re-plan effectively. We should, however, realise the 
importance of the subject not only for re - planning, but 
regarding all new works. 

Mr. Wm. Lucas (F.) supported the motion. He stated that 
when, ten years ago, he returned to Melbourne, after an absence 
of several years, he noticed how concentrated the traffic was ; 
the really crowded portion was, however, remarkably small. His 
idea was, that Prince's Bridge and the Cathedral would form 
the real centre of the future and that the scheme proposed by 
Mr. Jas. Alex. Smith would probably materialise. Under present 
conditions, concentration must occur between Flinders Street 
and the Elizabeth Street Post Office, the greater congestion 
developing in Swanston, Bourke, Elizabeth and Flinders Streets, 
and the bye-ways and alleys connected with those thoroughfares. 
The tendency to cram as many retail shops as possible into that 
small area, should be checked. He thought that eventually the 
Civic Centre would be on the south side of the river as sug-
gested by Mr. J. A. Macdonald, notwithstanding the unsatisfac-
tory nature of the foundation that existed in that locality, and 
that if the Flinders Street Railway Station remained, the vast 
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stretches of railway land, which are now open, would disappear 
below ground, as had been the case in Edinburgh. 

Mr. E. H. Bucknole (F.), in congratulating Mr. Hamilton 
on the able manner in which he had presented the subject, re-
ferred to the difficulty of obtaining a suitable civic centre with 
radial lines in the case of a city planned on the "gridiron system" 
as Melbourne is. 

The adoption of radiating suburbs around industrial centres, 
suggested in the paper, would have to be considered in the future. 

Mr. J. H. Harvey (F.) expressed his indebtedness to Mr. 
Hamilton for the many points submitted. He agreed with the 
suggestion that many suburban residential streets could, with 
advantage, be made only to such a width as was necessary for 
the traffic to be carried, as such procedure was economical, not 
only as regarded initial cost but in subsequent maintenance. 
The provision of children's playgrounds was a good thing, but 
wherever such existed, children should be prohibited from using 
the streets as playgrounds. 

The President, in putting the motion for a vote of thanks 
to Mr. Hamilton, said that the question of teaching the un-
educated portion of the population to live in an educated manner, 
which had been emphasised by him, was a very important one. 
Alluding to transport matters, he mentioned the proposition to 
construct an extra-high elevated railway in New York. He also 
thought that motor buses would prove better and more con-
venient than trams in the city and these would obviate the 
necessity for the "safety zones" which exist and which, however 
necessary they may be under present conditions, really form 
"bottle-necks" and obstructions to the traffic. He deplored the 
want of forethought frequently exhibited by municipal councils, 
and the neglect of co-ordination of effort on the part of these 
and other public bodies, which resulted in the tearing up of 
newly made roads for the purpose of laying gas, water, and 
electric services, which is going on every day around us, and 
which is not only productive of great inconvenience, but is ex- 

[travagant 
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travagant and wasteful in addition. All this could be avoided 
by the provision of appropriate conduits for these utilities. The 
motion was then carried. 

THE CHURCH STREET BRIDGE 
The President referred to the opening of the new Church 

Street Bridge, which had taken place recently. This bridge, 
he described as an added beauty to the city, and a structure 
of which all citizens were proud, and he had pleasure in moving 
that the Architects and Engineers of the work be congratulated 
by the Institute. 

Mr. F. Stapley seconded the motion. The interest aroused 
by the bridge had, he said, been remarkable, and the design 
had been universally approved. 

Mr. K. A. Henderson supported the motion, and thought 
that it was desirable that the correct history of the work should 
be published and recorded in the Institute Journal, and that the 
letter of congratulation should be forwarded to the designers 
under seal. 

The motion was carried unanimously. 

Mr. T. R. Ashworth briefly related the details connected 
with the designing and the subsequent construction of the bridge. 

He also stated that in America, notwithstanding the fact 
that such an enormous amount of money was available, the 
engineers are far behind those of Europe in concrete bridge con-
struction, although in steel construction they are ahead of other 
countries. 

The scientific principles upon which the former is founded, 
had been well understood and given effect to in Europe, many 
years prior to their adoption in America, and the manner in 
which the latter country had lagged behind, indicated the neces-
sity that existed for us to make efforts to bring ourselves up 
to date. 
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A thorough discussion on the constructive and aesthetic 
problems involved in bridge design, by the professional institutes 
of Australia would help toward this end, and he would be pleased 
to prepare a paper, as had been suggested by the President, 
indicating the nature of the problems encountered in connection 
with the design and construction of the bridge, and describing 
the manner in which they had been solved. 

The discussion should have a beneficial effect in connection 
with the designing of the projected bridges over the Lower Yarra. 

The meeting then closed. 

[Architectural 
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ARCHITECTURAL EDUCATION. 

BY RODNEY H. ALSOP (F.) 

N opening the discussion to-night I feel that the general 
principles of Architectural Education should be dealt with 
first; the details are matters for later consideration. The 
crux of the matter seems to be the question of the relative 
proportions of the Practical and the Ideal; first, the extent 

of the training in each, and second, the times at which the train-
ing on each side should be stressed. 

Regarding the first, Fergusson gives a very interesting 
analysis which I quote below. 

Respecting the second, the outlines of the courses mentioned 
later give some information. 

Fergusson first refers to the Fine Arts—Painting, Sculpture, 
Architecture—as follows :- 

"The first two are what may be termed Phonetic. Their 
business is to express by colour or form, ideas that could not 
be expressed by words. . . . Poetry, Painting and Sculpture 
are three branches of one form of art refined from Prose, Colour 
and Carving, and form a group apart, interchanging ideas and 
modes of expression, but always dealing with the same class of 
images and appealing to the same class of feelings. Distinct and 
separate from these Phonetic arts is another group, generally 
known as the Technic arts, comprising all those which minister 
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to the primary wants of mankind under such various heads as 
food, clothing and shelter. Between these two groups is a third 
called the Aesthetic arts, forming, as it were, a flux between 
the Technic and Phonetic arts, fusing the whole into one homo-
geneous mass. They take their rise from the fact, that to every 
want which the Technic arts are designed to supply, Nature has 
attached a gratification which is capable of refining all the useful 
arts into fine arts." 

"Thus the Technic art of agriculture is capable of supplying 
food in its simple form; but by the refinements of cookery and 
of winemaking, simple meats and drinks are capable of affording 
endless gratification to the senses." 

"Simple clothing to keep out the cold requires little art, 
but embroidery, dyeing, lace-making, and fifty other arts employ 
the hands of millions, and the gratification afforded by their use, 
the thoughts of as many more ?" 

"Shelter too is easily provided, but ornamental and orna-
mented shelter, or in other words `Architecture,' is one of the 
most prominent of the fine arts." 

The same author gives a table of the relative values of 
the three divisions. Taking various arts at random, he divides 
each into twelve component parts and allots so many parts to 
each, Technic, Aesthetic, and Phonetic, according to the art. 

Taking the first on his list, which is Heating, Ventilation, 
etc., he assigns to Technic eleven parts, to Aesthetic one part, 
and to Phonetic, nil. To Architecture, he gives four—four—four, 
respectively. At the other extreme, is Eloquence, to which he 
allows one part Aesthetic to eleven Phonetic. 

Architecture is nearly the central art of the group, and 
in its highest form, combines all these classes in equal proportions. 

I think that the foregoing provides a basis for discussion 
on the subject, and I have taken it as my text to-night. 

The intellectual value placed upon the three divisions 
mentioned above, is 1-2-3, respectively. 

[Using 
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Using this then as a basis, it is reasonable to assume that one 
third of the necessary training of an Architect should be devoted 
to the acquirement of a knowledge of the material or medium 
through which his ideas are to be expressed, one third to a 
consideration of the best, most economic, and most artistic 
methods of manufacturing and utilising such material, and the 
remaining third to the study of the arrangement and adaptation 
of it in the most scholarly manner to suit the particular con-
ditions under which it is to be applied and utilised. That is :- 

(1) Nature and Properties of Material. 

(2) Building Construction—Practical and Historic. 

(3) Design. 
On account of their interdependence upon each other, these 

subjects must be dealt with by a gradual development from one 
division to another. As in the case of Music, the Technic element 
must be mastered, and the great artist must possess sufficient 
knowledge of his medium to enable him to play with it, and to 
bend it to his will. 

There is no excuse for ignorance of the Technic. 
It is generally accepted now, that prior to the commencing 

of any course of study, the student should possess a good general 
education of at least Matriculation standard ; that a University 
or similar course is the only satisfactory method of training in 
Architecture, and that a proportion of the student's time should 
be spent in acquiring practical knowledge, by means of service 
with practising Architects. 

The standard required by the R.I.B.A. for a candidate enter-
ing for qualification as a Probationer, is that of a recognised 
Public School Examination, a school leaving certificate from the 
Head Master of the candidate's school, to the effect that he has 
reached the standard of such examination in the following 
subjects := 

English Composition. 
Elementary Mathematics. (Arithmetic, Algebra, Geometry, 

Mechanics, or Physics) . 
History. 
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Geography. 
One language other than English. 
In addition to the above, he must give evidence that he 

possesses an elementary knowledge of Freehand drawing. 
Taking the outline of the courses at two of the principal 

English Schools, we find that the Liverpool University and The 
Architectural Association have each a five years' course. 

At Liverpool University, the relative times devoted to study, 
in hours per annum, are as follows :— 

Year 
Construction 

Hours per Annum 
1st 700 
2nd 300 
3rd 500 
4th 230 
5th 230 

Design 
Hours per Annum 

300 
700 
500 
660 
710 

Including Town Planning 
f Including Town Planning or 
t Specified Design. 

For the Architectural Association (London) the time is 
shown in hours per week as under :— 

Year 

1st 

2nd 
3rd 
4th 
5th 

Construction 
Hours per Week 

61 
62 
8 

121 
11 

Design 
Hours per Week 

3 
16 
23 
22 
22 

( Which includes I l hours on 
j Town Planning or Landscape 

Architecture and Decoration. 

At Sydney University, it is now necessary to serve for one 
year in an approved office, and to perform Atelier work in the 
evenings, after the four years' course ; the Professional Practice 
examination being taken after the fifth year. 

The Syllabus is as follows :- 
1st Year—Arts Subjects. 
2nd Year—One day per week on Architecture, elements, 

orders, drawings. 
Ten lectures on Construction, general. 
Ten double lectures on History. 

2nd Year Building Construction, full, complete. 
3rd Year History, design. 

[Ordinary 
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Ordinary types and early design, and fragments of good 
styles. 

4th Year—No History or Construction. 
Application of Engineering Construction. 
Design—Monumental. 
Town Planning. 
History of Painting. 
History of Sculpture. 	Special Lectures. 
History of Construction. 

In addition to the above, other lectures are given by special 
visiting lecturers. 

During Vacations, measured work and work in offices is 
done and during the fourth year work is carried on through 
the long vacation to the month of March, and is devoted to 
measured ornament, and a final design study is to be executed 
for which a period of three weeks is allowed. 

Mr. J. S. Gawler (F.) stated that he frequently had to inter-
view the parents of boys, the sole qualification of whom was that 
they were good at drawing. The laity were not educated in 
Architecture and it was, he thought, the duty of the Institute 
to correct this shortcoming, and to endeavour to interest and 
educate the public regarding the art. Early Architects embraced 
the profession because their inclinations led them in that direction 
and it was often adopted by them as a side line. They were not 
necessarily educated men, nor had they any great social status. 
Wren, for example, was an astronomer; Michael Angelo, a 
sculptor. He asked, "how many universities possess well 
equipped Chairs of Architecture?" 

"In America," he said, "specialisation is common, and in an 
Architect's office the assistants are specialists, each engaged on the 
work pertaining to his own branch, such as hospitals, churches, 
factories, residences, engineering, lighting, town-planning, etc., 
and none of these men undertake any work outside their own 
specialty." 

It was essential, he thought, for an Architect to possess a 
good general education, and it was a function of the Institute 
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to make sure that this was obtained, as without it the student 
could not obtain the requisite training to ensure success. The 
Diploma course, he considered necessary, but an examination 
was not a reliable test, and the opinion of the Board of Studies 
regarding the work of the year should be the real test. Having 
passed through the course, the student should travel and make 
himself acquainted with what was being done elsewhere. A 
properly equipped library containing examples of current work 
is necessary, and this should be always available, both to the 
student and to the practitioner, who should be a student during 
the whole course of his life. 

Mr. G. R. King (F.) considered that we are often carried 
away by the consideration of the position in other countries, 
rather than influenced by that in our own. (He stated en passant, 
that some of the early Architects in Australia were among the 
most accomplished in the world.) He thought that in Victoria, 
pupilage would still endure in the provincial districts, and that 
whatever system of education was adopted, it should provide 
opportunity for any bright boy to reach the summit of the 
profession. 

All students should pass the "leaving examination," and it 
was desirable that all should possess a knowledge of a second 
language, and should travel. Nothing but travel would develop 
individuality in a student. The syllabus should call for a time-
table amounting to 35 hours per week, at least, and a gradually 
increased time should be devoted to art subjects. The Institute 
should endeavour to educate the public taste to such an extent 
that it would desire the establishment of a Chair of Architecture, 
and other educational activities should be brought into line with-
out overlapping. Young men who had been to the war, should 
use their influence for promoting the immediate establishment 
of the Chair, and the Professor might be an Australian possess-
ing national ideals. The course need not be limited to those 
who intended to practise Architecture as a profession; it should 
be the means of extending culture in the fine arts to others, who 
wished to improve their minds, and should help to educate the 

[public 
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public respecting Architectural matters. The system adopted 
should provide for training students who reside in the country 
districts, and the Institute should assist to this end. It was 
important also, to consider the personal element. The fact that 
all boys are not alike, had to be recognised, and as one differed 
from another, so he required handling in a different manner. 
He was not in favour of a university degree being the "be all 
and end all." 

DISCUSSION 

Mr. L. F. Irwin (A.), in proposing a vote of thanks to 
Messrs. Alsop, Gawler, and King, said that he was quite in agree-
ment with all that would develop our Australian characteristics, 
and help us to produce an Architecture of our own. America 
had gone a long way, but had copied old work to too great an 
extent; it was, however, now recovering from the effects of 
that fault. Tradition should be allowed to assist us in the solv-
ing of our own problems. The time tables of the Architectural 
Association, which Mr. Alsop had quoted, he found very inter-
esting, and whilst considering the Architectural Association, it 
should not be forgotten that that organisation was the source 
from which the R.I.B.A. now drew a very large proportion of 
its members. 

Mr. T. R. Ashworth (F.) seconded the motion. It appeared 
to him that the Architectural profession was following on the 
same lines as other professions as regarded the education of 
students ; that is, was adopting school teaching instead of office 
training. The general training should be considered, as well as 
the professional training. Respecting examinations, it was 
noticed that schools were dispensing with them where possible. 
He thought that the Institute should arrange for lectures, first 
for Architectural training, and secondly for the instruction of 
the general public in Architectural matters. 

A strong committee should be appointed, in order to press 
for the creation of the Chair of Architecture. 
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Mr. K. A. Henderson (F.) laid considerable stress on the 
importance of the practical side of Architecture. His view was, 
that an Architect is judged by the services that he renders. Many 
problems arise in practice that are peculiar to the country in which 
they have to be dealt with. Britain and America are densely 
populated countries, whereas Australia has large areas which 
are sparsely populated, and an Architect practising in Australia 
should possess a more general and practical education. He 
thought that the proportion should be 80 per cent. practical and 
20 per cent. artistic. He was fully aware of the great difficulty 
that existed in the arranging of a satisfactory course of study. 

Mr. P. Carew Smyth said that he believed in the possession 
of a good general education by the Architect, who should cer-
tainly be an artist also, and he agreed with previous speakers 
concerning the necessity for the education of the public regard-
ing Architecture. In Tokio (Japan), large classes were organised 
for the education of the public in music, and here the University 
should, he thought, adopt similar means for the education of the 
mass of the people in Architecture. He was in favour of the 
establishing of a museum of Architectural examples in Victoria, 
on similar lines to that existing at Westminster, so that actual 
examples of detail could be studied by those who could not travel. 
He was of opinion that the Institute would do well not to ignore 
the training obtained at the Technical Schools, and he considered 
that it should appoint an examiner. The Technical School should 
train young students who should continue their studies at the 
University. The standard at present reached, was not quite 
equal to what he would like, and he did not think that examin-
ations formed a good test ; under existing conditions, however, 
it was difficult to see how we could very well get on without them. 
The Education Department would, he said, willingly accept any 
help from the Institute relating to these matters. 

Mr. W. Lucas (F.) emphasised the outstanding importance 
to Architects of a good training in planning. 

The motion was then put to the meeting and carried. 
[The 



THE LIBRARY 

MONG the additions to the Institute Library, since the 
last (July) issue of the Journal of Proceedings, are 
the following, which contain many interesting articles 
and illustrations. 

The Journal of the R.I.B.A., the number of which 
for 12th July, contains an illustrated article on the Liverpool 
Cathedral. 

"The Builder" (London), and the Journal of the "American 
Institute of Architects" also deal with the same structure. 

Oxford and its Architecture occupy considerable space in 
"The Builder,". for July 11th and 18th. 

"The American Architect" for July 30th devotes space to 
illustrated articles on "The Planning of the Small City," and 
"Street Lighting in a Small City." 

"The Sketch Book of the Architectural Association" (Lon-
don), (Part 2 of the 1923 Volume,) is filled with sketches of 
interest, and the "Architectural Review" (London) continues the 
illustrated articles on "Garden Design." 

All the above may be seen by members at the Institute 
Office, at any time, upon application. 

OBITUARY. 

MR. P. G. FICK (A.) 
The sympathy of members is extended to the family of 

our Associate, Mr. P. G. Fick, whose death we have to chronicle. 
The late Mr. Fick was a native of Bendigo; he entered the 

Public Works Department of Victoria as a pupil and afterwards 
became a draughtsman in that Department. Leaving the Public 
Service about 30 years ago, he joined Messrs Laver & Vance, 
and the three carried on practice in Melbourne for some years. 
Messrs. Laver & Vance subsequently retired from the firm and 
Mr. Fick then conducted business on his own account. He did 
a great deal of domestic work, and designed a considerable 
number of provincial churches ; he also designed the Memorial 
Hall of All Saints'. 

126 



VICTORIAN ARCHITECTURAL 
STUDENTS' SOCIETY. 

Meeting was held on May 19th, at which Mr. G. Ozanne 
was elected a member. The President announced that 
the evening would be devoted to "snap debating" and 
that each member would be called upon to take part. 

The subjects were :— (1) Should working drawings 
be on linen or on "Whatman"? (2) Should a War Memorial be 
utilitarian or not? (3) Are buses preferable to trams in the 
city? Impromptu speaking, though to many rather difficult, is 
excellent practice, and every member must have derived more 
or less benefit from the debate. 

A meeting was held on June 11th, at which Mr. Clemenger 
was elected a member. 

Mr. O. A. Yuncken was congratulated upon his success in 
the recent inter-University eight-oared race. He is believed to 
be the first Melbourne Architect to gain such an honour. 

In the competition for "A Residence," Mr. K. Bilsborow 
was placed first, and Mr. Mackennal second. It was agreed that 
a letter of thanks should be forwarded to Mr. A. G. Stephenson, 
A.R.I.B.A., who acted as assessor in the competition. 

A lecture on "Early Melbourne Architecture" was delivered 
by Mr. J. H. Harvey, F.R.V.I.A., who spoke from personal ob-
servation of the growth of Melbourne during the last half cen-
tury. 

From the descriptions which were given of the streets, and 
of many of the buildings that have been demolished, together 
with the lantern slides illustrating the lecturer's remarks, many 
students who had no idea of what Melbourne looked like even 
twenty-five years ago, obtained a fair impression of the appear-
ance of parts of the city at that time. 

The Second Annual Ball was held at the Melba Hall on 20th 
June. This, though a great success socially, was not supported 
by the general body of members, as well as had been anticipated. 

Among those present were the President of the R.V.I.A., 
and the Director of the Atelier. 

127 



-~ 	-~~̂i -~....,~ _ 
-•- -3;'y> .-_ . r:))L 



Library Digitised Collections

Author/s:
Royal Victorian Institute of Architects

Title:
Journal of proceedings of the Royal Victorian Institute of Architects: 1924-1925

Date:
1924-1925

Persistent Link:
http://hdl.handle.net/11343/108576

http://hdl.handle.net/11343/108576

