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M INUTES 

INUTES of General Meeting of Members held at the 
Institute Rooms, 527 Collins Street, on Tuesday, 
March 25th, 1924, at 8 o'clock. 

Mr. Philip B. Hudson, President, occupied the chair. 
The Minutes of the previous meeting were read and 

confirmed. 

Nomination.—Mr. H. E. Bucknole was nominated 
for Fellowship. 

General Business.—Mr. Henderson stated that a suc- 
cessful competition had been held for a Residential 

Group at Canberra; some 50 designs had been submitted and three 
had been awarded prizes, and the winners of the first prize would 
be instructed to carry out the work. Apart from the premiated de-
signs two would be purchased by the Government on account of their 
special merit. 

Shortly, competitions for the permanent administrative build-
ing and War Memorial Museum would be advertised. The Minister 
expressed himself very well pleased with the result of the Compe-
tition. 

Mr. King (F.) congratulated the winners of the Competition, 
which was agreed to with acclamation. 

Ballot.— A ballot was taken for the election of Messrs. G. D. 
Garvin (Associate) as Fellow, Nahum Barnet as Fellow, and D. 
K. Turner as Associate. Messrs. A. R. Butler(A.) and R. K. 
Stevenson (A.) acted as scrutineers and declared all to be elected. 
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Presidential Address.— Mr. P. B. Hudson then delivered his 
Presidential Address, which will appear elsewhere in the Journal. 
Afterwards, Messrs. Frank Stapley (F.) and W. A. M. Blackett 
(F.) congratulated the President on his accession to the Chair, and 
Mr. Hudson responded. 

Atelier.— The President then called on Mr. Alsop (F.), the 
Director, to introduce the Report of the Atelier. 

Mr. Alsop said that Mr. Irwin (A.), the Assistant Director, was 
principally responsible for the success of the Atelier and the high 
standard of the work produced, and he would ask Mr. Irwin to 
read the report. 

The report was read by Mr. Irwin. (The Report appears 
elsewhere in this issue). 

Mr. K. A. Henderson (F.) proposed a vote of thanks to the 
Director and Assistant Director, for arranging for the exhibition of 
work of the Atelier in the room, and congratulated them on the 
success of the Atelier; this was seconded by Mr. Evan Smith (F.) 
and carried. 

Paper on Zoning and Building Regulations.—The President then 
called on Mr. Stapley (F.) to deliver his address, which appears else-
where in the Journal, together with discussion on same, after which 
a vote of thanks was proposed by Mr, K. A. Henderson (F.), 
seconded by Mr. W. A. M. Blackett (F.) and carried with 
acclamation. The meeting then closed. 



PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS, 1924 

ELLOW MEMBERS,—First of all, I should like 
to say how much I appreciate the honour which you 
have conferred on me in electing me President of 
this Institute. I am looking forward to some good 
team work this year, and I realise that without the 
whole-hearted support of the Council and members 

of this Institute° nothing can be attained. I know that I have 
your loyal support and therefore I undertake my duties with con- 
fidence. 

OUR IDEALS, 

Every loyal member of this Institute has one out-standing ideal. 
That ideal is the elevation of our profession to a premier position 
in this community. We realise that this ideal will primarily be 
attained by a very high standard of education. Since the Great War 
terminated we have undoubtedly made progress in Architectural 
education. 

DIPLOMA COURSE. 

Our Diploma Course at the Melbourne University has advanced, 
and with the establishment of an Architectural Board of Studies 
further advancement is being made. 
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ARCHITECTURAL ATELIER. 

The Architectural Atelier at the Melbourne University has also 
progressed. You will all realise the good work that is being accom-
plished when you examine the drawings exhibited here this evening. 

REGISTRATION OF ARCHITECTS. 

With Registration of Architects in Victoria, another step for-
ward has been made. We are not satisfied with our present Act, 
but it is undoubtedly a help towards our ideals. 

R.V.I.A. MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP. 

With the establishment of The Royal Victorian Institute of 
Architects' War Memorial Scholarship, practical evidence has been 
given of the financial sacrifice our members are prepared to make 
in order to further Architectural education. 

CHAIR OF ARCHITECTURE. 

The time has now arrived at which your Council considers it 
opportune to approach the Government of Victoria with a request that 
a Chair of Architecture be established in connection with the Mel-
bourne University. 

The Chair of Architecture means everything in the attainment 
of our ideal. It means that the public will benefit materially in the 
quality of Architectural services rendered, and that Architecture will 
be on the same plane as Medicine, Law, Engineering and other pro-
fessions which already have chairs at our University. Indeed, with 
the esprit-de-corps and enthusiasm which exists in this Institute there 
is no reason why Architecture should not attain an even higher place 
than other professions in Victoria. 

Your Council is now formulating a scheme which will enable 
us, in conjunction with the University Authorities, to approach the 
Government of Victoria, requesting the Cabinet to establish the 
Chair. 

OUR HOME. 

Another important consideration will be the establishment of 
a permanent home for this Institute. 
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These rooms are a temporary measure, we hope for not more 
than two years, and your Council is at present in communication with 
Allied Institutes with the object of formulating a definite scheme for 
a permanent home. 

FEDERAL COUNCIL AUSTRALIAN INSTITUTES OF ARCHITECTS 

The Federal Council of The Australian Institutes of Architects 
held a very successful session in Melbourne during the month of 
February last. At that meeting representatives from every State 
Institute of Australia were present: the discussions were frank and 
cordial, and much was 'accomplished in the interests of Australian 
Architects. Members may look forward to a full report of these 
proceedings. 

We are proud to congratulate our fellow member, Mr. Hen-
derson, on his election for the year 1924, as President of The Federal 
Council of The Australian Institutes of Architects. 

Mr. Henderson has already done an immense amount of work 
both as President of this Institute, and as a member and Acting Presi-
dent of the Federal Council; but perhaps his greatest achievement is 
the reconciliation that he has brought about between the Federal 
Cabinet and the Architects of Australia. I do not think that the 
Australian Architects quite realise what this means. 

CANBERRA. 

It means that the Architects of Australia will now be able to 
help in a practical manner with the building of our National Capital 
at Canberra. 

The first Architectural Competition has been successfully held 
for Groups of Residences at Canberra and we have to con-
gratulate our fellow members, Messrs. Oakley, Parkes, & 
Scarborough on winning the first prize, and also Grainger, Little, 
Barlow & Hawkins, on being placed third in this Competition. Other 
Competitions for Artisans' Homes, Administrative Buildings, The 
National War Memorial Museum, and Government House will 
follow. 

[As 
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As Canberra is of such importance to the members of our pro-
fession we hope to have an evening devoted to this subject shortly. 

This year promises to be a very busy one ; several other questions 
are already listed for consideration including, "The Architects duties 
with regard to Architectural Engineering Design," "The Clerk of 
Works Log," and "Uniform Building Regulations." 

Time is limited this evening, so that I will not address you at 
further length except to say that it is my sincere wish to see some-
thing definite and big accomplished during my year of office. 

The address was received with applause. 



• 
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CONFERENCE BETWEEN THE 
R.V. I. A. AND THE PLASTERERS' 

SOCIETY 

N Monday evening, i4th inst., a conference was held 
between the Council of the R.V.I.A. and four repre-
sentatives of the Victorian Plasterers' Society. The 
main reason for the Plasterers asking to meet the 
Architects was to protest against the growing practice 

of specifying only a "setting coat" for the internal finish of reinforced 
concrete buildings. 

The Plasterers desire to see a good job done, and a good job 
under these circumstances is, in their opinion, impossible. The 
Architects pointed out that if the client insisted on a one coat finish, 
such would have to be specified, and that the Architects were 
definitely in favour of finishing the internal walls and ceilings of 
concrete buildings, in two coat work. 

The discussion then centred on the defining of what was the 
average best specification for finishing such work, and after dis- 
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cussion, the following f.a.q. specification for such finishing was 
recommended :- 

First of all the concrete is to be well wetted. Floating coat 
to consist of six buckets of sand, one bucket of cement, and one 
bucket of lime putty with cow hair in it. 

Setting coat if Plaster of Paris is used, two buckets of lime 
putty and one bucket of Plaster of Paris. 

Setting coat if "Victor Hard" is used, to be one bucket of 
lime putty and one bucket of "Victor Hard." 	If surface, which 
can be colored or papered, as soon as dry, is desired, "Victor Hard" 
neat to be used, but this is not recommended if a "set white" job 
is wished for. 

If the setting coat is on wood laths, it is recommended that 
two buckets of putty and one of "Victor Hard" be used. In every 
case quoted above, the cement, Plaster of Paris, or "Victor Hard," 
is to be added to the mixture at the moment of use. 

A further discussion took place with regard to the "crazing" or 
"firing" of external cement work, which so frequently takes place on 
Melbourne buildings, and the general consensus of opinion was that 
this was due, in most cases to unequal strength of mixture in 
the floating coat and the fine stuff, and it was recommended as a 
general practice that the floating coat be 3 : z sand and cement, 
and the setting coat 3 : I fine washed sand and cement, and not a 
stronger mixture. 

It was generally thought that this crazing and firing of the 
setting coat was due to the unequal strength and unequal expansion 
and contraction of the two coats. 

These are the general observations resulting from the meeting, 
which was one of great interest to all parties concerned. 



ABSTRACT OF AN ADDRESS ON 
ZONING AND BUILDING 

REGULATIONS 

By F. STAPLEY (Fellow) . 

(In his introductory remarks, Mr. Stapley stated that he was not 
addressing members as the Chairman of the Metropolitan Town 

Planning Commission, but as a member of the Institute.) 

HE Commission had asked the Council of the 
Institute to assist it in the preparation of Build-
ing Regulations for the whole of the metropolis, 
and this address was for the purpose of interesting 
the Institute in this desirable object. 

He said that the Metropolitan Town Plan-
ning Act makes it incumbent upon the Commission 

to enquire into and report upon all phases of metropolitan develop-
ment—including building regulations—by the end of 1925. 

He explained that the Commission had, early in its career, 
decided to plan for a future population of 2,000,000. The present 
population was 800,000, and it was estimated that in less than forty 
years this would increase to two millions. He stated that traffic 

authorities agreed that an increase of 20 per cent. in the population 

of a town will double the traffic unless effective means are provided 
for spreading, the explanation being that the population spreads on the 
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outer fringe of the metropolis, but the traffic is confined to existing 
roads. He mentioned that there are two distinct phases of town-
planning, one being the planning of new towns and cities, the other 
is planning for the future development of existing cities, the latter 
being a much more difficult undertaking, as it entails the correcting 
of the mistakes of the past, and planning with foresight for the 
future. 

Building Regulations exist for the safety, comfort and health 
of citizens, and a really comprehensive set of Building Regulations 
should include provisions for Zoning, Housing, Dealing with Low-
Lying Land, and—to a certain extent—with Transportation. 

He referred to the existing regulations as having been built up 
on the old English regulations, which dealt principally with terraces 
and party-wall construction, and they have been amended from time 
to time, in order to bring them more or less up to date. 

The condition of things which confronts a Melbourne archi-
tect may be imagined, when it comes to be considered that in the 
metropolitan area, there are 26 different municipalities, the Building 
Regulations of no two of which are alike, and the administration 
of them varies from examination into every minute detail, to mere 
collection of the fees. 

In addition to observing building regulations, he has to con-
form to the requirements of the Factories' Act, the Health Act, 
and the bye-laws of the M. & M. Board of Works. 

He referred those present who were interested in Zoning, to a 
paper on that subject which he had read before the Institute a few 
years ago. A recent amendment of the Health Act had given muni-
cipalities power to zone for residential areas; some had availed 
themselves of this and some had not; others had gone further and 
had zoned for shopping and factory areas, though he was not quite 
sure of their powers in this respect. 

He instanced cases in which the Commonwealth and State 
Governments, and Municipalities, which are all exempt from the 
operation of municipal bye-laws, had taken advantage of their powers 
and had erected buildings of an inferior standard; he thought that 
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those bodies should actually set a higher standard, and should at least, 
comply with existing building regulations. 

The Housing Problem, he considered, was not easy of solution. 
It was impossible for every family to have an allotment, 15o ft. x 
50 ft., except at enormous cost, owing to the extended area which 
the metropolis would cover in such a case. He reminded members 
that Building Regulations must provide for a reasonable minimum, 
and he suggested that Housing should be considered in three phases: 
(1) Urban, (2) Suburban, (3) Outer-Suburban ; each to have zone 
restrictions regarding height, area, and use. 

To attempt to apply the restrictions which pertained to Nos. 2 

and 3, to No. 1, would be inadvisable, as it would not only enormously 
increase the area of the metropolis, but would be extremely costly. 

For the Urban District, he suggested an area of ioo ft. x 18 ft., 
which might be sufficient if two-storied houses were erected, with 
restrictions regarding lighting from the front and rear only, and 
without out-buildings; this, of course, means "attached" or "terrace" 
houses and not more than three should be attached. Such a class of 
house was being erected in England on smaller allotments than those 
suggested above. There will always be a certain proportion of the 
working class to house in the urban districts, and the existing hous-
ing provided for this class is far from satisfactory. There is no 
difficulty in providing for housing in the suburban and outer-suburban 
areas, especially with increased transport facilities. 

Speaking of high buildings, he was of the opinion that there 
was, in Melbourne, no necessity for extremely high buildings, such 
as had been erected in New York, because Melbourne, unlike New 
York, could practically expand in all directions. 

He invited members to study the references to this subject in 
the Journal of the R.I.B.A., for 12th January, 1924, in which it was 
claimed that the area of the buildings should be in proportion to the 
area of the streets. (It has been calculated that, if the buildings in 
New York had, for any reason, to be suddenly emptied, the streets 
could not possibly contain the occupants! This is another sound 
reason, in addition to those already accepted, for restricting the 

[heights 
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heights of buildings, it being already recognised that excessively high 
structures are undesirable because they restrict light and are admitted 
to be unhealthy.) 

The economic planning of a large city is a very important 
matter. The scattering of factories and warehouses all over a city 
is productive of enormous waste and loss in haulage and in road con-
struction. (As an illustration of this, the lecturer mentioned that the 
existence of a brewery in East Melbourne, which is, or should be, 
entirely residential, involved the City Council in an annual expen-
diture of £5000 above the cost of ordinary road maintenance.) 

Zoning properly planned, results in economy because it groups 
the heavy industrial buildings together in suitable areas, so that 
haulage is saved, and the roads in the industrial neighbourhoods may 
be constructed in an appropriate manner for dealing with heavy 
loads. 

He thought that our present building regulations dealt too 
extensively with details, and he specially mentioned that he considered 
it absurd to adopt the same regulations for a building standing in 
its own grounds as were applicable in the case of attached structures. 

As an example of the conflicting nature of some of the regu-
lations under which architects had to work, he said that recently 
he had tried to ascertain the extreme projection that a suburban 
Council would allow for a cornice to a warehouse. He was in-
formed that it must not be more than the thickness of the wall, 
but on further enquiry he was told that the limit was "half the 
thickness," and on consulting the regulations he discovered that the 
allowance was "the thickness of the wall, plus four inches." 

There is, he said, at the present time, a general feeling of 
disappointment at the existing method of divided municipal govern-
ment ; there are many problems that affect more than two munici-
palities, and as there is no power to deal with such cases, no pro-

gress is possible. The confusion and almost criminal delay which 
has attended the Spencer Street Bridge project, is an apt illustration 
of the effect of this divided responsibility. 

42 
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There can be no improvement in metropolitan government 
until the public insists upon the matter being dealt with promptly, 
and only then will it become possible to adopt building regulations 
for the whole of the metropolitan area, and to deal with the many 
problems regarding metropolitan development, that arise. This 
fact requires to be drilled into the minds of the whole of the people, 
and it should be supported by every public institution which is 
interested in the matter. 

He held the opinion that it was impracticable to carry out 
the numerous schemes which had been proposed for metropolitan 
development, under the conditions that exist now, therefore it is 
absolutely necessary that legislative power be obtained so that a super-
body may be appointed—let them call it a "Greater Melbourne 
Council" or anything else that appealed to them—for this purpose. 

DISCUSSION ON MR. F. STAPLEY'S 
PAPER 

Mr. K. J. Henderson (F.) in proposing a vote of thanks to Mr. 
Stapley, expressed the opinion that the address had been so com-
prehensive that it really covered the whole of the Town Planning 
field. 

Regarding the request of the Commission for the help of the 
Institute in the framing of Building Regulations, he stated that a 
sub-committee had been appointed to deal with the matter. 

He considered that as far as the protection of the life, comfort, 
and health of the people were concerned, the City Building Regu-
lations and also those of some of the other municipalities, were 
excellent, but they all leave room for improvement. 

He thought that a Town Planning Board which should possess 
administrative powers would be preferable to what is known as the 
"Greater Melbourne Scheme." In support of this, and in order to 
emphasise the necessity for a central authority, he referred to the case 
of the Dandenong Road ; the management of which he said was for a 

[portion 
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portion of its length, in the hands of about eight different municipal-
ities, a state of things which could only be considered ridiculous. He 
agreed with Mr. Stapley that the importance of better provision 
for entrance to and exit from the city southwards, could not be 
overstated, and he thought that the Town Planning Commission 
should be asked to submit an interim report dealing with the case, 
at once; to wait until the end of 1925 would be no use. He con-
sidered that subways would not afford the best solution of the problem 
of dealing with the traffic at street intersections; the money necessary 
for the construction of these, could be expended to greater advantage 
on bridges. 

Mr. W. "I. M. Blackett (F.) seconded the motion and generally 
agreed with the lecturer, He also said that he would like to hear 
they opinions of some of the younger members. 

Mr. M. R. Barlow (fl.) supported the motion. He felt thank-
ful to Mr. Stapley for the trouble and time which he had devoted 
to the endeavour to discover a solution to these imperfectly under-
stood problems. He could not help remarking that, good as the 
City Building Regulations are, some of the younger members had 
hardly the same reverence for them as many of the older ones; 
they are still very far from ideal and are full of contradictions. 
We should not try to gloss over our regulations, but should ask 
the Town Planning Commission to help us to obtain an improved 
set. 

He spoke of the curious position existing regarding the relation 
of the height of buildings on street frontages, to lighting. In 
our internal light-courts, a certain angle of light is allowed, but 
when street frontages have to be dealt with, the angle of light is 
not considered at all, because instead of permitting the building to 
be of such a height that a reasonable amount of light—compared 
with what is allowed in the light-courts—may be possible, the 
regulations fix the height empirically at 132 feet, which height, 
he considered is absurd in a modern city. For instance in the case 
of a building in a street loo feet wide and which perhaps faces 
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another street, ioo feet wide, the angle of light is not taken into 
consideration. 

"Why not," said he, "observe a definite angle of light on our 
street fronts? Let us build up vertically for a distance equal to—
say twice the width of the hundred feet street, and then set back 
at a stated angle. Alternatively the height need not be fixed at 
all, but the angle might be allowed to determine it, until in an 
extreme case, the building would gradually set back towards 
the rear wall, and so automatically extinguish itself." 

He was quite in accord with the lecturer and the other 
speakers regarding the desirability of uniform regulations; as the 
lecturer had hinted, an Architect who was entrusted with any work 
at the present time, became quite worn out in pursuit of the different 
bodies whose requirements had to be complied with and it was, 
he thought, quite time that there was some central body constituted, 
to which Architects could go for advice, confident that they would 
be properly directed, once and for all. He thought that the pro-
vision of a "Suggestion Box" would be a useful idea. 

Mr. R. B. Hamilton (A.) supported the motion. He considered 
that the size proposed for urban allotments, by the lecturer was 
rather small. In another twenty years, he said, the system of trans-
port will probably be quite different ; people will be able to travel 
greater distances with increased speed, greater comfort, and more 
economically, and when that time arrives there should be no 
occasion for them to reside in the city at all. He would like to 
hear the lecturer's views on that point. He also asked whether 
Mr. Stapley had given any consideration to a uniform skyline such 
as was not uncommon in Paris. 

The President, in putting the motion for a vote of thanks to 
Mr. Stapley, said that he, in common with other Architects, had 
experience of the very contradictory nature of some of the bye-laws. 
He also held the opinion that every storey of every building in the 
"Fire Zone" should be fire-proof. 

He considered that the Town Planning Commission had given 
impetus to a movement that would have an invaluable effect in helping 
to perfect the city. 

[Regarding 
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Regarding the installation of a "Suggestion Box" as mentioned 
by Mr. Barlow, he could inform the meeting that such was under 
consideration and it would be given attention at the next Council 
Meeting. 

The vote of thanks having been carried, Mr. Stapley acknow-
ledged the compliment and then briefly replied to some of the points 
raised. 

He said that he regarded the materialisation of the "Greater 
Melbourne Idea" as being absolutely necessary for the proper 
development of the metropolis. His remarks were, all through, 
intended to be suggestive, and he also wished to make it quite plain 
that he had no desire to annihilate the suburban municipalities. 

The preparation of an "Interim Report," as suggested by Mr. 
Henderson, he thought was imperative, and it should be submitted 
to the Government without delay. Any postponement of the matter 
would probably only be the cause of greater future expense to the 

public. 

The size which he proposed for minimum urban allotments 
( Too ft. x 18 ft.) was purely his own suggestion. 

He was not in favour of "flats" or "community buildings." 

Considering the great change that has taken place in transport 
conditions during the last twenty years, it is only to be expected 
that most people who can get further out, will do so, and thus they 
will be enabled to obtain larger allotments ; on the other hand, 
there are some who will live in the city in spite of anything that 

may occur. 

In England, the sizes adopted were, he believed, not always so 
large as Too ft. x 18 ft., some are Too ft. x 16 ft. or even less. 

In addition, the conduct and manner of living of the occupant 
must not be lost sight of. People of the artisan class will not 
always keep a large allotment in order. Some do not possess the 
time to do so, others lack the inclination, therefore when deciding 
upon the minimum size for allotments, especially in the urban area, 
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it would be unwise to make them too large. It would be a mistake 
to render a home too expensive for a person of the class which is 
principally concerned, to buy. If he can purchase and own his 
home, he at once acquires a stake in the country and he becomes 
more contented. 

The "fire-proofing" of all buildings in the "fire zone," he con-
sidered a most difficult problem, especially in the case of those which 
are erected upon small areas. As two staircases must be provided 
and light courts are essential, there would be a risk that in some 
instances, the entire area might be almost monopolised by those items. 
(Speaking of light, he stated that in one place in South America, 
it was demanded that all walls should have two hours of sunshine 
on every day!) 

In reply to Mr. Hamilton's query regarding the street archi-
tecture of Paris, he said that he was certainly opposed to the erection 
of a tall building next to one of much less height, though uniformity of 
skyline might result in more or less monotony. 

Regarding Mr. Barlow's comments, he considered that the latest 
building regulations adopted by the City Council, practically abol-
ished the Referees, and made the Council the sole arbiter, which 
was, he thought, a mistake. He was strongly of opinion that 
building regulations should be divided into chapters or sections, each 
of which should be devoted to a different class of building. Our 
present regulations attempt to be too comprehensive, and practically 
become a sort of specification for all classes of building. 

With respect to the traffic problem and the estimated in-
crease of traffic, he relied upon the proportion which he had 
quoted, which was laid down by those who had given exhaustive 
attention to the subject, and when prospective increases of traffic 
were under consideration, it should always be remembered, that all 
roads could not be increased in width, neither is the proposed 
Spencer Street Bridge the only bridge to be considered; there are 
several others and there should be more. Legislation to deal with 
the question is absolutely imperative, and its introduction should be 
no longer delayed. 

[In 
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In considering the width of new streets, (fifty feet as required 

by the Health Act) he regarded the width of the street as of less 
importance than the distance between buildings, or from the centre 
of the street, and he thought that thirty feet would be sufficient for 
short residential streets, if wide forecourts are provided. 

He thanked the members for their interest in the subject, and 
hoped that some good would result from the ventilation of ideas. 



MINUTES 

INUTES of General Meeting of members held at the 
Institute Rooms, 527 Collins Street, on Tuesday, 
May 6th, at 8 o'clock. 

Chair.— Mr. P. B. Hudson, President, occupied 
the Chair. 

Minutes.—The Minutes of the previous meeting were read and 
confirmed. Apologies were received from Messrs. H. W. Tompkins, 
F. Stapley and W. A. Drummond. 

Mr. Lucas' Appeal.—Mr. Hudson vacated the Chair, which 
was taken by Mr. Godfrey, who then stated that the Council, after 
having considered very carefully the action of Mr. Lucas in con-
nection with the War Memorial Competition, had communicated 
to him the following resolution. 

"That the allegations of misconduct brought against Mr. 
Lucas, in connection with the Competition for the National 
War Memorial had been proved." 

Mr. Godfrey explained the various matters which the Council 
had enquired into, and which had caused it to come to the above 
conclusion. 

Mr. Lucas had appealed to the members under Clauses 28 
and 29, of the Articles of Association and they would now hear 
his appeal. 

Mr. Lucas then made his appeal to the meeting and after a 
long discussion, it was moved by Mr. Arthur Peck, seconded by 
Mr. Francis Davies, "that the meeting endorse the action of the 
Council of the Royal Victorian Institute of Architects in finding 
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Mr. William Lucas guilty of misconduct in connection with the 
War Memorial Competition." 

The resolution was then put to the ballot and carried 
unanimously. 

General Business.—Mr. Hudson then resumed the Chair. Mr. 
Hudson stated that the Minister for Public Instruction had been 
asked to receive a deputation asking that £1,2oo per annum should 
be granted to carry on a Chair of Architecture at the University. 

Cathedral Spires Competition.— This Competition would be 
launched shortly. 

Suggestion Book.—The Council had decided that a suggestion 
book should be made available for members to bring suggestions 
forward to be dealt with by the Council. 

Architectural Scrap Book.—The Council had also decided to 
institute a scrap book, which would form a record of sketches of 
members' individual work, which would be of interest in later years. 
Mr. P. H. Meldrum was appointed the custodian. 

R.I.B.A. Conditions of Competition.— Conditions of Competition 
drawn up by the R.I.B.A. had been received. The Council was of 
opinion that the Clause in our own Conditions, which provided that 
in the case of an unsuitable Competitor receiving first place, he 

would be appointed joint Architect with another competitor, was 
better than the R.I.B.A. conditions, in which the competitor placed 
second got the entire work. 

Board of Health Regulations.—The draft of the new Board of 
Health Regulations was being dealt with by the Regulations 
Committee. 



ALONG THE BYE-PATHS 

Mr. H. W. Tompkins.—Mr. Tompkins has been a very prominent 
member of the Institute for many years. He has held the offices of 
Hon. Treasurer, Vice-President, and afterwards President. He has 
been one of the representatives of the Institute on the Federal 
Council, has been President of that body, and is still a member 
of the Institute Council and of the Regulations Committee. 

Having already visited America upon two occasions, Mr. 
Tompkins apparently finds that country sufficiently fascinating to 
lure him into paying it another visit, and he left Melbourne for 
San Francisco on Tuesday, 6th May. Judging by what he told 
members on his return from previous tours, they may look forward 
to hearing another interesting and valuable address dealing with 
his experiences, when he returns. 

Other Members on Travel.— Other members who have left Aus-
tralia in order to add to their knowledge by travel, are Messrs. 
A. S. Eggleston (F.) , Chris. A. Cowper (F.) , N. Barnet (F.) , 
and many of the younger members. 

The Late Leon A. Lambert.— Members note with regret, the 

passing away, at the age of 52  years, of Mr. Leon A. Lambert (F.) 
whose death from heart-failure, following upon an operation, 
occurred at his mother's residence in Sydney recently. 

Mr. Lambert was born in Melbourne and was articled to the 

late Percy Oakden. 
During the financial depression which followed the "Boom 

Period," he went to Western Australia, and was interested in the 
gold mining industry at Coolgardie. Whilst there, the services of 
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an Architect being in request, Mr. Lambert stepped into the breach. 
Returning to Victoria he commenced practice in Melbourne, 
which was continued until his death. One of his works was the 
raising of the roof of the building occupied by the Soft Goods 
Association and the construction of an additional floor; he was also 
associated with Messrs. Ussher & Kemp in the construction of 
"The Glaciarium." His principal practice, however, consisted of 
"domestic work," many residences on the St. Kilda Road being 
from his designs. 

He was also well known in amateur musical circles, had been 
a member of Prof. Marshall Hall's Orchestra, and was conductor 
of the Soft Goods Association Orchestra. 

The sympathy of members is extended to the relatives of our 
late Fellow. 

Royal Academicians as Poster Artists.—It is interesting to note 
that recently the London, Midland, and Scottish Railway Company 
decided that it would invite seventeen members of the Royal 
Academy to submit designs for "Posters" to adorn their railway 
stations. (Comments may be read in "The Builder," for 7th March, 
last.) (Apropos of the above, attention is invited to the action 
of the Victorian Architectural Students' Association. This body 
recently promoted a competition for a Poster to advertise its Annual 
Ball.) 

Competition for Dwellings at Canberra.—We have to congratu-
late P. A. Oakley (F.) , S. P. Parkes (A.) & J. F. D. Scarborough 
(A.) upon having gained the first award in the competition for dwell-
ings at Canberra, which was organised by the Commonwealth Govern-
ment, and also Messrs. M. R. Barlow (A.) and F. G. Hawkins 
(A.) on having been awarded third place. 

"The Architectural Review" (London).—In this beautifully pro-
duced magazine for March, 1924, are many finely executed photo-
engravings of well-chosen subjects, illustrating British and Conti-
nental Architecture. "The Queen's Dolls' House," designed by Sir 
E. Lutyens, is also fully illustrated therein. The magazine may be 
seen at the office of the R.V.I.A. upon application. 
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"The American Architect and Architectural Review."—In the 
issues of this magazine for February 13th and 27th, last, are some 
very fine examples of Architectural photographs which were shewn 
at the 39th Exhibition of the Architectural League of New York. 
One of these numbers also contains some well executed engravings of 
photographs of old English Architectural work (principally domestic) 
which were taken recently by Mr. J. Russell Pope, F.A.I.A., and 
which are called by him, "Working Photographs." These subjects 
are well worth the attention of students, and the magazines may be 
inspected upon application at the office of the R.V.I.A. In the 
same journal for February 13th, is an interesting paper on "Air 
Leakage," through the openings of buildings, which though a some-
what novel subject, is a highly important one, especially in rigorous 
climates, and during extreme conditions of weather. 

[University 



UNIVERSITY OF MELBOURNE 
ARCHITECTURAL ATELIER 

REPORT FOR 1923. 

T the Annual Meeting of members, held on March 12, 
Messrs. Scarborough, Bartlett, and Aisbett were elected 
and I take the opportunity of thanking those gentle-
men for the great amount of time and work, which 
they have devoted to the arranging of the various 

functions held for the benefit of members, and also for the assistance 
which they have rendered me throughout the year. 

Twelve subjects were set, each requiring from four hours to 
four weeks for its solution, and the work was criticised at intervals 
of about three weeks by outside Architects. 

We wish to take the opportunity of again thanking those Archi-
tects and artists who gave valuable time in coming to the Atelier 
to help us, and I may here mention, that it is upon these criticisms 
by practising Architects, that the theory of our training is based. We 
greatly appreciate the offers of help that we have already received, 
and trust that we may, this year, have the active support of all those 
who have assisted us in the past, together with that of others who 
may give us the benefit of their experience. 

It is the purpose of the Atelier to provide its members with 
such a training as will enable those who have passed its three years' 
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course, to carry on office designing upon exactly similar lines to 
those which they have adopted in the solving of studio problems; 
we have, therefore, made it a practice to visit buildings of various 
types both in course of construction and after completion. 

This procedure enables the student to see in concrete form, that 
which he has already visualised, and it leads him to realise that 
design must arise out of construction ; in other words, that it shall 
function and shall express the purpose for which it was planned. 

We have to thank Mr. Leith, Architect to the State Savings 
Bank, for having placed at our disposal a fleet of cars, and for 
personally conducting a visit to a number of buildings which are 
under construction by the Bank, under the War Service Homes 
and State Housing Schemes. 

Each year it has been the practice to arrange for a series of 
lectures by experts, each on some particular subject; thus, for 1923, 
an endeavour was made to show the inter-relation of the Allied 
Arts, and their value to Architecture. As an example, a lecture 
on "Composition and Painting," was given by Mr. McGeorge, and 
one on "The Use of Stained Glass," by Mr. Montgomery. 

Both of these were of great value. Several lectures were given 
on Town Planning, and problems in connection with these were 
worked out; an example is shewn in this year's Bulletin. As great 
interest was shewn in the subject, it is proposed to continue the 
series this year. 

I think that it is now fairly well known that a matter on 
which we place considerable importance, is that which—for want 
of a better name—we call the "Social Side ;" for it is on the friend-
liness and co-operation of members that the spirit of enthusiasm 

and esprit-de-corps is built up. 

For this sphere of activity we rely principally on the members' 
committee, and taking into consideration the number and success 
of the entertainments that have been provided, it may be safely said 
that the support accorded was well deserved. 

[The 
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The principal events arranged were a dinner at Phair's Hotel, 
at which about fifty were present, including the Presidents of the 

Federal Council and the Royal Victorian Institute of Architects, 
and other members of the Institute. A dance, which is said to 
have been very successful, also several theatre parties and dinners 

of less importance. 

Several sketching trips were organised, of which that to Geelong 
was the most important. On that occasion, through the kindness 
of Mr. G. R. King, of the Gordon Technical College, and other 
members of the profession, a most delightful week-end was spent, 
the only drawback being the small amount of time left for sketching 
after the dinner, dance, motor trip and other events which had been 
arranged for our entertainment had been negotiated. 

Looking back upon the year's work as a whole, it is felt that 

considerable progress has been made, and that this is the case is 

evident when the work executed during the year comes to be com-
pared with what was done in the first year after the war. 

As in all organisations, there are some who determine to put 

the whole of their hearts and souls into the work, (I am not re-

ferring only to those who receive high marks) and there are others 
who attend with a less definite object, but in this latter respect, 
we are more fortunate, probably, than most institutes of this nature, 
because I think it is becoming to be realised generally, that membership 
of the Atelier means hard and exacting work, and that a man who is 
not prepared to devote a fair amount of his time to the attainment of 

proficiency can never be really successful there. 

Awards.—The following Awards have been made, and I can 
truly say that they have all been well deserved, as the competition 
was keen, so much so, that for the prizes given by Mr. K. A. 
Henderson, President of the Federal Council, and Mr. W. S. P. 
Godfrey, Past President of the R.V.I.A., two of the competitors 
stood so close together, that it was decided, with the permission of 
the donors, to make one award to each. Certificates were awarded 

as under:— 
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1st Year—J. F. D. Scarborough; D. B. White; E. I. Glennon; 
H. Sneddon; W. H. Williams. 

and Year—W. H. Lacey; H. E. Bartlett; R. E. Ellis. 

3rd Year—W. H. Eales. 

University Studentship: W. H. Williams; R.V.I.A. Scholarship: 
R. E. Ellis; President's Prize: H. E. Bartlett and H. Sneddon; The 
Grice Bronze Medal: W. H. Eales. 

Mr. Eales has also been awarded the R.V.I. A. Memorial 
Scholarship, and he left for England in March. He has been a 
consistent and hard worker throughout his three years' course, and 
he thoroughly deserves that which has come to him. 

A fact that we appreciate, is the recognition of our work by 
the Institute, the University, and the Profession; illustrations of this 
are the awarding of the travelling studentship to one of our members, 
the request by the University Council that we should conduct a 
competition for the University War Memorial, and the constant 
applications from Public Departments and private offices for our 
men. The present indications are that this year will be a record 
one as regards numbers. Great enthusiasm prevails, and we are 
expecting good results. 

In addition to the usual "Projets" and "Esquisse," lectures have 
been arranged for in connection with the subjects in hand, and in 
addition a series of lectures on "Town Planning" is to be given; 
these will deal with the subject in a practical manner. 

It is also our intention to deal, for the first time, with some 
subjects connected with the broader side of the profession, such as 
"Office Organisation," and "Finance." 

To all the lectures and criticisms, we invite any who may be 
interested, and especially would we be pleased to see more members 
of the Students' Society present. 

Through the medium of the recently appointed "Board of 
Studies," we hope to be in a position to make ourselves still more 

useful, and with the help of the Board, we anticipate being able, 
[shortly, 
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shortly, to establish an extra night for Freehand Drawing and 
Modelling. The work will be under the care of a very well known 

sculptor. 

Finally I wish to acknowledge a gift of valuable books from 
Mr. W. Lucas, and subscriptions to three magazines from the Insti-
tute. The Esquisse for the first Projet will take place on the evening 
of the 27th March, and we ask any intending members who have 
not already called to see us, to attend on that evening if possible; 
at the same time, we remind such that it is necessary to submit 
samples of their work (freehand preferred) before entering. 

(Sgd.) LEIGHTON F. IRWIN. 



VICTORIAN ARCHITECTURAL 
STUDENTS' SOCIETY. 

H A T this organisation possesses considerable 
vivacity, is evident from the report which has been 

activities during the forwarded chronicling its 
last two months. 

On 26th March, Mr. Clive S. Steel, B.C.E., 
A.M.Inst.C.E., delivered a lecture on "Concrete" 

which was very instructive. Mr. Steel took considerable pains to 
make things clear, and his lecture was considered one of the best 
which had been given before members. 

At this meeting, Mr. O. A. Yuncken was welcomed, after 
his rather adventurous and trying trip over the Australian Alps, 
and it was announced that his companion, Mr. G. E. Nichterlein, 
was progressing towards recovery. 

It was also announced that it had been found necessary to post-
pone the projected trip to the Geelong Cement Works, indefinitely. 
The cricket match with the R.V.I.A., which promised to be a 
success was, after all arrangements had been completed, abandoned 
in consequence of the unfavorable weather. The match will 
probably be played next season. 

On 16th April, Mr. David M. Bett, M.R.San.I., of the 
M. & M. Board of Works, read a paper entitled, "Sanitation for 
the Home Builder," which proved very interesting. Mr. Bett has 
promised members another lecture on some future occasion. 

Mr. G. E. Nichterlein attended this meeting and was heartily 
congratulated upon his recovery. 
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Mr. A. B. Smith, who intends going abroad shortly, for pur-
poses of study, was taken leave of and wished success. 

On Saturday, 3rd May, the Association, in conjunction with 
the members of the Atelier, visited the New Commonwealth Bank 
Building. Although the attendance was rather disappointing, those 
who were present spent a very interesting time. The organisers of 
the visit desire to impress upon members, the importance of embrac-
ing the opportunity for visiting works of this nature in consequence 
of the instructive character of such visits. 

Members are reminded that the Second Annual Ball will be 
held at the Melba Hall, on Friday, 20th June, and it is hoped that 
all will endeavour to make this function a success. 

Tickets and all requisite particulars may be obtained from the 
hon. secretary for the Ball (Mr. O. A. Yuncken) or from any member 
of the Committee. 

In response to the invitation to submit competitive designs for 
"Posters" for the purpose of bringing the Ball under notice, there 
were seven designs forwarded. These were adjudicated upon by 
Mr. P. H. Meldrum, A.R.I.B.A., with the result that Mr. L. Cahn 
was awarded first place, and Miss N. Marwick, second. A vote 
of thanks was accorded Mr. Meldrum for his interest in the work 
of the Society. 

Erratum.— On page 9 of the issue of the R.V.I.A. Journal for 
March, the winner of the Institute second prize for sketches was 
printed as L. Cahn King. This, it will be obvious to those 
interested, should have been "L. Cahn." 
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