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MINUTES 

INUTES of Annual Meeting of members held at the 
Institute Rooms, 527 Collins Street, on Tuesday, 
February 26th, 1924, at 8 o'clock. 

The President, Mr. W. S. P. Godfrey, occupied 
the chair. 

Minutes.—The Minutes of the previous meeting 
were read and confirmed. 

Nominations.—Messrs. Nahum Barnet and G. D. 

Garvin (A.) were nominated for Fellowship and D. K. 
Turner as Associate. 

Ballot.— A ballot for the election of Mr. T. J. Buchan (A.) 
as Fellow was held, and he was declared unanimously elected. 

General.—The President stated that a log of wages for Clerks 
of Works had been circulated amongst Architects. The matter had 
been left in the hands of the Federal President, Mr. K. A. 
Henderson, to act on the advice of the Institute's Solicitor. The 
Town Planning Commission had asked the assistance of the Council 
in the amendment of the Buildings' Bye-laws, so as to include Zon- 
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ing Regulations, and the question of uniform. Bye-laws for the 
Metropolitan area would also be dealt with, the letter stated. 

Mr. H. W. Tompkins said that Conferences on the subject 
of uniform Bye-laws had been held some time back, and a set of 
Bye-laws had been drawn up, but what had become of them was 
not apparent. 

Mr. Harvey stated that when municipal councils contemplated 
amending their bye-laws, such proposed amendments were always 
submitted to the Public Works Department, the officers of which had 
used the model bye-laws, to which Mr. Tompkins referred, as a 
standard, as far as local conditions would allow, in each case. He 
had adopted this procedure on numerous occasions, and the Minister 
had endorsed his recommendation every time. 

Mr. Hudson said he thought these matters were of great im-
portance, and that the next General Meeting should be devoted to 
them. 

Messrs. Blackett, Harvey and Evan Smith also supported 
Mr. Hudson. 

Balance Sheet.— The Honorary Secretary read the Audited 
Balance Sheet which was laid on the table and disclosed a progressive 
position. The President stated that the report would be read later, 
embodied in his retiring Address. 

Election of Council and Office Bearers.— The following were 
nominated without opposition and declared elected :- 

Philip B. Hudson, President; W. S. P. Godfrey, Vice-President; 
Percy A. Oakley, Vice-President; Rodney H. Alsop, Honorary 
Treasurer; William M. Campbell, Honorary Secretary; W. A. 
Drummond, Honorary Assistant Secretary. Council:—W. A. M. 
Blackett, K. A. Henderson, E. Evan Smith, Frank Stapley, H. W. 
Tompkins. 

A ballot was taken for three Associate members, five being 
nominated and this resulted in the election of Messrs. L. F. Irwin, 
Frederick Sale and A. G. Stephenson. 



Minutes. 

Retiring President.— Mr. Godfrey then read the Annual Report 
of the Council, enlarging on the various headings as he read them. 

Competitions.— He said that in connection with competitions the 
Council had done much to render them satisfactory, and now 
competitors received a fair deal in any carried out under the Con-
ditions approved by the Institute, which covered practically all of 
importance. He considered the National War Memorial had brought 
out work of great merit, and the winning design was a noble con-
ception and would be a great heritage to the nation. As to the 
Canberra competitions, principally through skilfulness in handling 
the matter, and pertinacity in seeing it through, Mr. Henderson had 
obtained for the profession the chance of designing and carrying 
out the permanent buildings of the Federal Capital, and too much 
praise could not be accorded him for his achievement. 

The Scholarship Trustees have awarded the first Scholarship 
to Mr. W. H. Eales, and it is hoped that the training obtained 
by its assistance will result in the raising of the status of the Institute. 

The Chair of Architecture is likely soon to be realised. 

He deeply appreciated the honor of occupying the Presidential 
Chair for the past year, and now would vacate it for the new 
President, Mr. P. B. Hudson. 

Mr. Hudson thanked the members for the great honor they 
had done him. 

He agreed with Mr. Godfrey that the most important matter 
now before the Institute was the Chair of Architecture, and he 
would also like to see a start made with a permanent building for 
the housing of Architects. 

Mr. E. Evan Smith moved the adoption of the Annual Report 
and Balance Sheet. He thought the success of the Memorial 
Scholarship was a great credit to the Institute, and its importance 
only second to the Chair of Architecture. 

Mr. T. R. Ashworth agreed with this and said that Architecture 
should be placed on the same footing at the University as the other 
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Professions, and he was sure every member would support it. These 
views were strongly supported by Mr. Tompkins and Mr. Sydney 
Smith who also congratulated the new President on his elevation 
to the Chair and also on the winning of the National War Memorial. 

Messrs. Henderson, Blackett, Smith and Tompkins supported a 
vote of thanks to Mr. Godfrey for his past services as President, 
regretting that he could not be induced to hold the position for 
another year. 

Mr. Henderson proposed a vote of thanks to the executive 
Officers, Mr. Alsop, Hon. Treasurer; and Mr. Campbell, Hon. Secre-
tary. Messrs. Blackett, Tompkins, Godfrey, and Harvey spoke of 
the valuable and arduous work performed for the Institute by the 
Honorary Secretary. 

The services of Mr. Arthur Peck, who had resigned from the 
Council, were specially referred to by Messrs. K. A. Henderson, 
Lucas and Blackett, and Mr. Percy Oakley thanked members for 
the honor done him by electing him a Vice-President. 



R EPORT OF COUNCIL 

OUR Council has much pleasure in submitting the 
following report of the past session and is glad to 
be able to again congratulate members on the further 
growth and progress of the Institute. 

The membership has increased from 185 to 200 
members, consisting of 83 Fellows and 117 Associates. 

Your Council records with deep regret the death of one of the 
members, Mr. N. G. Peebles. 

Some 19 meetings of the Council have been held, the attendances 
being as follows 
W. S. P. Godfrey, P. 	. . 17 W. A. M. Blackett (F.) . 12 
K. A. Henderson, V.-P. . 	. 17 P. A. Oakley (F.) 	. 	. 	. io 
P. B. Hudson, V.-P.. 	. 	. 	. 13 Arthur Peck (F.) 	 12 
R. H. Alsop, Hon. Treas. . 13 Frank Stapley 	(F.) 	. 	. r r 
W. M. Campbell, Hon. Sec. 19 H. W. Tompkins (F.) . , ro 
W. A. Drummond 	 8 L. F. Irwin (A.) 	 15 

(Hon. Assist. Sec.) F. Sale 	(A.) 	. 	. 	. 	. 	. 15 
A. G. Stephenson (A.) . . 13 

During the Session the following General Meetings have been 
held:— 

March, 27th.—Exhibition of Drawings by the late Peter Kerr, 
F.R.I.B.A., with Descriptive Notes by Mr. H. J. Kerr 
(Fellow). 

7 	 [May 
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May ist.—Paper on Timber Borers, by Mr. C. French, Govern-
ment Entomologist. 

June 26th.—The Architect and the Sculptor, by Mr. Paul 
Montford, R.B.A. 

August 28th.—Lantern Slides of Early Melbourne Buildings, 
by Mr. J. H. Harvey (Fellow), and Exhibition of Archi-
tectural Photographs collected by the Architectural Atelier. 

October 30th.—A trip to Norfolk Island, by Mr. Arthur Peck 
(Fellow) . Illustrated by Lantern Slides. 

November 27th.—Paints and Pigments, by Dr. F. H. Campbell. 

Competitions.—Competitions for the National War Memorial, 
Portico and additions to St. Kilda Town Hall, St. Kilda War 
Memorial, St. Kilda Baths and Foreshore, "Herald" Ideal Homes, 
and last but not least, owing to the arduous and valued efforts 
of the Acting President of the Federal Council, Mr K. A. Henderson, 
a series of Competitions for the residential schemes, and the important 
Official Buildings of the Federal Capital have been thrown open to 
private Architects. 

Architects' Registration Act.—A Board has been appointed to 
administer this Act, and has admitted some 500 to the Register. 

Premises.—Since last Annual Meeting the allied Institutes have 
beën forced to move from 57 Swanston Street, and occupy the present 
rooms at 527 Collins Street. It is hoped that it will not be long before 
a scheme can be embarked upon to build and occupy premises of 
their own. 

R.V.I.A. War Memorial Scholarship.—Over £1050 is now in 
hand which, on the payment of instalments, will amount to £5400, 
and it is hoped that some further donations will be received. This 
year the first Scholarship of £5o has been awarded to Mr. W. H. 
Eales, who is leaving for Europe shortly, and the money will be 
utilised to supplement his travelling expenses. 

Financial.— During last year the income of the Institute 
has been sufficient to meet its expenses, leaving a balance of £53/4/8, 
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and it is anticipated that this year the position of the finances will 
remain about the same. 

Chair of Architecture.—The desired Chair of Architecture has 
advanced a step further and a Board of Studies, which is practically 
a Faculty, has been appointed to advise and suggest on the Diploma 
Course and Atelier at the University of Melbourne. 

A letter has been forwarded to the Government suggesting that 
the surplus from fees collected by the Architects' Registration Board 
be earmarked for the subsidy of the Chair. 

R.V.I.A. Medals.—The Silver Medal was awarded to G. H. 
Hallandal, J. F. D. Scarborough being second. The Bronze Medal 
was not awarded. The sketching prize was awarded to G. H. 
Nichterlein, L. Cahn King being second. 

Dinner.—A successful dinner was held at the Oriental Hotel, 
on February 8th, at which there were about 75 members present 
and 15 guests, the delegates from various States, who were attend-
ing the Federal Council being amongst them. 

Conditions of Contract.— After several Conferences with the 
representatives of the Master Builders' Association modified con-
ditions of Contract were practically agreed upon to be submitted 
to the Council of the Institute and the Master Builders' Association 
before being finally adopted. 
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PAINTS AND PIGMENTS 

A Paper read by Mr. F. H. Campbell, D.Sc., at the Institute Rooms, 
on November 27th, 1923. 

(Conclusion) 

N the first place in regard to the poisonous character of 
White Lead, it must be agreed that it is poisonous like 
most salts of lead, and is the more dangerous because its 
action is cumulative. On the other hand, I am one of 
those who hold that the risks attaching to its manufacture 
and use have been greatly exaggerated. It has been proved 
conclusively that Iead poisoning does not occur unless 
lead-containing dust, or spray, is present in the atmosphere. 
There is no question that shocking conditions obtained in 
white lead manufacture, as in most other trades, before 

Dickens and other philanthropists awoke the public conscience. Even 
now the manufacture of white lead by the stack process involves 
danger to the operatives, unless proper respirators are used, but 
statistics shew that in England and other countries, the preventive 
measures enforced by the several Health Departments have rendered 
lead poisoning a rare disease. 

In spite of this it will be within the recollection of many of 
you that a proposal to prohibit the use of lead pigments was made 
at the International Labour Congress, which met at Geneva in 1921. 
It was hinted at the time that its sponsors were not actuated solely 
by humanitarian motives, but that the prospect of increasing the sales 
of zinc oxide and other substitutes was not without influence. The 
proposal was strongly opposed by Prof. H. E. Armstrong and by 
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1Paints ana Pigments. 	 13 

our delegates, including the labour nominee, a painter by trade. The 
upshot was a compromise, and it was agreed that for interior work 
not more than 5 per cent. of lead pigment should be permitted, 
while for outside work no restriction was proposed. I am not 
aware that the proposals have been ratified in any of the countries 
represented, but it was the immediate cause of a research by Arm-
strong and C. A. Klein, upon which they based the conclusion, that 
the danger to painters is negligible, if dry rubbing down of paint is 
eliminated. Klein recently announced that he had invented a water-
proof sandpaper, which enabled the operation to be carried out in 
presence of water. 

In addition to its poisonous character, white lead has the dis-
advantage that it is acted upon by hydrogen sulphide, which turns 
it brown, or black, according to the amount of the gas present. This is 
one of the main reasons for the darkening of old pictures, which can, 
however, be restored by converting the sulphide into sulphate by 
means of hydrogen peroxide. Again, white lead suffers severely under 
the action of salt and, when used alone, is unsatisfactory in the neigh-
bourhood of the sea. Again, stack lead requires a remarkably small 
proportion of oil to bring it to painting consistency (and particularly 
for steel and iron) whereas, for outside work, a high proportion of 
oil is desirable. Zinc oxide requires a high proportion of oil and 
for that reason the two pigments are almost invariably used together, 
the high opacity of the white lead and the high oil absorbing power 
of the zinc white, each compensates for deficiencies in the other 
member of the pair. A further advantage attending the use of 
zinc oxide is that it gives a much harder surface than does white 
lead. 

A remarkable feature of the manufacture of this pigment is 
that the process, by which the bulk of it is made, has undergone 
little or no change in 300 years. Metallic lead is allowed to remain 
in contact with water and acetic acid vapours distilled from the 
aqueous solution, because of the heat generated by the action of 
certain thermophilic bacteria upon tan bark (formerly horse manure), 
The decomposition of the bark is accompanied by the evolution of 

[carbon 
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carbon dioxide, which acts upon the basic lead acetate, and converts it 
into the basic carbonate. The success of the process depends upon 
the maintenance of the proper temperature, which can be brought 
about only by regulating the amount of air admitted. The process 
is complete in three to four months. At the end of this time, the 
stack is opened, the product separated from the unchanged lead, 
ground, levigated and washed thoroughly to eliminate metallic lead, 
coarse particles (grits), and basic acetate, separated from the bulk 
of the water and dried, and generally ground in oil. 

It need scarcely be said that numerousattempts have been made 
to find a more rapid and economical process, but the measure of 
success achieved may be judged from the fact that each of the two 
concerns, which have entered upon this manufacture in Australia, 
within recent years, has chosen the stack process in preference to 
any one of the so-called quick, or precipitation processes. I have 
studied the question of the failure of these processes to establish 
themselves in spite of obvious advantages, and have arrived at the 
provisional conclusion that in those cases, in which carbon dioxide 
is brought into a basic acetate, or other lead-containing solution, 
the product is inferior, because it is too coarse and transparent, while 
those precipitated by means of sodium, or other alkaline carbonates, 
may or may not be too coarse, but are apt to chalk quickly because 
of the destructive action of traces of alkali, which are extremely 
difficult to eliminate by washing. I have, however, no hesitation in 
saying that precipitated white lead can be prepared of optimum 
fineness, and that paints made from it compare favourably in dura-
bility with those containing the best stack lead. From the point of 
view of the user, the most important difference between this material 
and stack lead is in the much higher oil-absorbing power of the 
former. 

Lis to the Defects of Paints.—Prepared paints sometimes become 
thick or "livery ;" another fault is the development of 'stringiness ;" 
while it sometimes happens that a paint becomes too thin. The 
condition of a heterogeneous mixture of solid and liquid depends to 
a very great extent on the interfacial tension between the two phases, 
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that is to say, upon the capacity of the liquid to spread over the 
solid surface. The wetting power is a selective property and white 
lead is more easily wetted by linseed oil than by water. It is for 
this reason that, when the wet material is ground with oil, the 
water is displaced. Small quantities of certain substances have a 
very marked influence upon the capacity of the oil to wet the pig-
ment. The faults mentioned are intimately connected with the 
wetting power of the oil, e.g., the free fatty acids, which are always 
present in small proportion, increase it markedly. The thinning of 
a paint is due to the formation, from the oil, of oxidised substances 
which behave in a similar way. 

/is to Defects of Paint Films.—When a thin film of paint is 
applied to a surface, the first thing that happens is an increase in 
viscosity, owing to the evaporation of the volatile thinner, this effect 
is increased by the simultaneous and subsequent "drying" of the 
linseed oil. The rate at which this second change occurs depends 
upon, (a) the previous treatment of the oil; (b) the nature of the 
siccative; (c) the amount of siccative; (d) the nature of the light 
falling upon the paint. The rapidity with which paint exposed 
to direct sunlight dries is due to the temperature only to a minor 
extent, the principal agency is the chemically-active light (ultra-violet 
rays). This can be proved by exposing a painted surface under glass 
to sunlight, and another to direct light, the rate of drying of the 
former is much less, because ordinary glass filters out a large proportion 
of the photo-chemical rays. Drying can be accelerated by the use 
of a mercury vapour lamp, the light of which is particularly rich 
in chemical rays, but it must be of quartz for the reason given. 
Ozone is also very effective for this purpose, and it may be antici-
pated that in certain cases accelerated drying of interior paint 
surfaces will be resorted to. 

The film having dried, no obvious change occurs for some time, 
except that the gloss disappears more or less rapidly, then the paint 
may begin to scale. 

I have no need to say that on new work scaling should never 
appear, as it is due to lack of adhesion of the film to the work, 
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which can occur only when the surface is not suitable. The paint 
may crack or "check." This fault is due to unequal contraction 
and expansion of the paint film, and the material painted, under 
varying temperatures. The fault is more likely to develop on metal 
than on wood. That it occurs is due to want of strength in the 
film, due to low opacity of the pigment, leading to the use of a heavy 
film only partially supported by the surface to which it is applied, 
and the maintenance of a semi-fluid condition for too long, owing 
to faulty pre-treatment of the oil used. 

The commonest fault is known as "chalking," that is, the paint, as 
powder, is detached when rubbed. 

The film has by no means reached the limit of its usefulness 
when this condition has set in, and can be repainted, but it marks 
the beginning of the end. The cause of this change is that the oil 
has passed the stage in which it is an elastic solid, and has little 
or no binding power. This stage must be reached, sooner or later, 
by any paint film, but unless it is exposed to direct sunlight and 
ordinary weathering agencies, it is so slow as to be of little impor-
tance; white and blue paints are those which chalk most readily. 
White lead is especially troublesome in this respect, but even in 
this case the trouble arises mainly from faulty manufacture. 

Most specifications for white lead include a provision, that the 
proportion of acetates, calculated as absolute acetic acid, shall not 
exceed 0.15 per cent. My investigations show the value of this 
restriction. It may be said that a properly made and used white 
lead paint will give a very permanent film, and that if it fails to 
do so, it is because it has not been sufficiently washed. 

/Ls to Adulteration of Paints.—In Australia the dishonest manu-
facturer, if any, has a free hand, and can make use of the abundant 
opportunities given him by the nature of his products. It may be 
hoped that the activities of the Engineering Standards Association, 
which is drafting, or is about to draft, specifications for paints, will 
receive the practical support of the members of this Institute. It 
must, however, be recollected that the addition of barytes, silica, 
etc., to mixed paints is not to be regarded as necessarily dishonest, 
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unless the quantity is excessive, since, although alone these substances 
are of low value as pigments, they reinforce and improve better 
pigments. They lessen the tendency to check, and some, such as silica, 
increase the adhesiveness of the paint containing them. 

The formation of blisters is a common fault of paint films. 
This is due to the formation of vapour under, or within the film. 
It may be said that, provided the paint is applied to a perfectly 
dry and, in the case of wood, thoroughly seasoned surface, blistering 
will not occur in a properly compounded paint. If, however, a 
heavy coat of paint containing an excessive amount of drier is used, 
an impervious surface is formed, and when the paint becomes hard, 
the difference in elasticity between the surface skin and the imperfectly 
hardened paint beneath, it results in rupture of the former. In those 
cases, in which a paint fails to harden, after the lapse of the normal 
period, or becomes soft when exposed to heat, adulteration with 
rosin is to be suspected. The occurrence of blistering is due to the 
presence in the paint, or the surface to which it is applied, of more 
or less volatile substances, which vaporise to some extent, when 
heated. The vapour thus formed is unable to escape through the 
impervious skin, and blisters result. Moisture is a fruitful source 
of this fault, but one which can be avoided by the exercise of ordinary 
care. Cheap thinners, containing constituents of comparatively low 
volatility are, however, more dangerous and persistent in their action. 

The detection of any but gross adulteration is impossible except 
by analysis, but a useful check is to weigh a given volume of the 
paint. 

The determination of the number of coats of paint, which have 
been used is difficult in any case, but with white or light coloured 
paints micro-chemical methods can be employed. 

[The 



THE ANNUAL DINNER 

HE Annual Dinner of the R.V.I.A. was held at 
the Oriental Hotel, on February 8th, and was 
a highly successful function. The President, Mr. 
W. S. P. Godfrey (F.), was in the chair, and 
there was a total attendance of ninety, including 
fifteen guests, among whom were :—Sir John 
Monash, K.C.B.; Sir Chas. Rosenthal, K.C.B.; 

Sir Robert Gibson; the delegates from the other States, who were 
attending the meeting of the Federal Council of the Institutes of 
Architects of Australia; Mr. J. N. Reeson, President of the 'Victorian 
Institute of Engineers; and Mr. L. Gillon, President of the Master 
Builders' Association. 

In addition to the loyal toast, the following toasts were drunk:—
"The City Council," proposed by Mr. P. A. Oakley (F.), responded to 
by the Lord Mayor; "The Federal Council," proposed by Mr. H. W. 
Tompkins (F.), responded to by Mr. K. A. Henderson (F.), and 
Sir Chas. Rosenthal, (Hon. F.) ; "The R.V.I.A.," proposed by Mr. 
Laybourne Smith (F.S.A.I.A.), responded to by the Chairman; "The 
Allied Professions," proposed by Mr. P. B. Hudson (F.), responded 
to by Mr. J. N. Reeson, President of the Victorian Institute of 
Engineers; "Our Guests," proposed by Mr. W. A. M. Blackett (F.), 
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responded to by Sir John Monash, K.C.B., and Sir Robert Gibson; 
"The Master Builders' Association," proposed by Mr. F. Stapley 
(F.), responded to by Mr. L. Gillon. 

In the proposing of the toasts and replying to them, the various 
functions of the R.V.I.A. were referred to and the principal items 
of its activities during the previous twelve months were reviewed. 
The subjects of outstanding interest referred to were the War 
Memorial Competition, and the proposed Chair of Architecture, and 
judging by the universal interest evoked concerning the latter subject, 
it would appear as though that long wished for desideratum were 
at last within reach. 

Humourous allusion to the "beautiful streets, beautiful gardens, 
and beautiful building regulations," extracted from the Lord Mayor 
a good humoured retort, in which he informed those present, that 
the regulations referred to were really, in great measure, a reflection 
of the talent of members of the Institute, who had assisted in the 
framing of them. 

Sparkling items in the speeches of Sir John Monash, Sir Chas. 
Rosenthal and Mr. Laybourne Smith, also contributed to the evening's 
entertainment, and a dryly expressed opinion by Sir Robert Gibson 
regarding the practice of Architecture, formed a very pleasant 
"rounding off" speech, as he remarked that "the practice of Archi-
tecture must be an exceedingly happy profession, seeing that the archi- 
tect was able to indulge in his ideals at the other man's expense." 

The proceedings were brought to a close by the drinking of the 
health of the President, which was proposed by the Lord Mayor, and 
to which Mr. Godfrey responded, after which the members separated, 
and the 1924 Dinner exists now as only a "pleasant memory." 

] Examinations. 



EXAMINATIONS 

WAR SERVICE EXAMINATION 

It has been decided by the Council of the R.V.I.A., that a 
further "War Service Examination" will be held towards the end 
of November next, for candidates who served in the late war. 

R.V.I.A. ORDINARY EXAMINATION 

The Ordinary Examination of the R.V.IA. for candidates who 
desire to qualify for admission as Associates, will be held during the 
last week in May, next. 

All necessary particulars regarding both examinations may be 
obtained on application to the Hon. Sec., Mr. Wm. M. Campbell, 
at the Institute Rooms, 527 Collins Street. 

EXHIBITION OF DRAWINGS 
An Exhibition of Drawings and Designs, the work of students 

of the University Architectural Atelier, will be opened at the Insti-
tute Rooms, 527 Collins Street, on Tuesday, 25th March, and will 
remain open for two or three weeks. 

CANBERRA BUILDINGS 
RESULT OF COMPETITION 

The result of the Competition for the lay-out of a residential area at 
Canberra, and the design of types of houses there has been announced. 
The assessors were Mr. J. Sulman, F.R.LB.A. (Chairman of the 
Federal Advisory Committee), K. A. Henderson, F.R.V.I.A. (Presi-
dent of the Federal Council of the Australian Institutes of Archi-
tects), and J. S. Murdoch, F.R.V.I.A. (Chief Commonwealth 
Architect). The awards were as follows :—Ist Prize, £150—Messrs. 
P. A. Oakley (F.), S. P. Parkes (A.), and J. F. D. Scarborough 
(A.), Melbourne. 2nd Prize, £ioo—Mr. Neville Hampson, Sydney. 
3rd Prize, £50—Messrs. Grainger, Little, Barlow (A.), and 
Hawkins (A.), Melbourne. 
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Canberra Competitions. 

[The hard work done by Mr. K. A. Henderson, on behalf of 
Australian Architects, regarding the making of the designs for the 
proposed new buildings at Canberra, the subjects of Competition, and 
his tact in so placing the case before the Commonwealth Minister of 
Works, as to achieve the above result, must not be allowed to pass 
unrecorded. 

Probably it is only those members of the Institute, who come 
into contact with Mr. Henderson frequently, who fully realise the 
strenuous nature of this work, and members have certainly to be 
congratulated on the fact that they possess such a live representative 
as our Past-President. 

Instead of comfortably settling back into his chair when he 
relinquished the Presidentship, those actually in touch with him find 
him to be as active and enthusiastic a worker as ever, and our hope 
is that he may long remain so. 

Mr. Henderson's work in connection with Canberra has also 
been much appreciated by the Federal Council of the Australian 
Institutes of Architects. At the last session of the Federal Council, 
Mr. Henderson was elected President. We wish to convey our 
hearty congratulations to him.] 

[Eighty-two 



 	_ 
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EIGHTY-TWO YEARS AGO 

AN INTERESTING BUILDING CONTRACT 

Melbourne, November 8th, 1841 

"I hereby agree to build a stone house for H. W. Mason on 
the Merri Creek of the same size and strength as that built on the 
land adjoining for Mr. Power but to have stone partitions accord-
ing to the above plan and the Chimneys to be carried the height 
of the roof. Front walls to be Ten feet high back walls to be 
Seven feet high. Doorways and windows to be properly squared 
and Chimneys to be outside; the whole to be done with the 
least possible delay and for the same the undersigned agrees to 
take the Bay Mare now running at the farm and branded it, near 
shoulder, without the foal in full payment of this Contract (includ-
ing all materials except lime) and every other expense the whole to 
be done in a Complete and workmanlike manner. The front 
partition carried up to the roof. 

(Sgd.) DANIEL FITZGERALD 

Should any Stone Walls be required I agree to build them at 
Seven shillings per Rod the same as the division Wall between Mr. 
Powers and Mr. Linglaoms on being requested to do so. 

(Sgd.) DANIEL F. GERALD" 

NOTE :—This building was in Rennie Street, Moreland, and 
was taken down about thirty years ago. 

Mr. C. M. Dare (A.), grandson of Mr. H. W. Mason, is to 
be thanked for loan of this highly novel Contract, headed with an 
outline dimensioned plan. 
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ALONG THE BYE-PATHS 

Mr. E. A. Bates.—We have to congratulate our old friend, 
fellow member and past President, Mr. E. A. Bates (F.), on his 
having decided to take a lengthened holiday. Mr. Bates was, for 
many years, an extremely hard worker in connection with Institute 
matters. He was for years a member of the Council, had occupied 
the office of Treasurer, had been a Vice-President, and afterwards 
President of the R.V.I.A. 

He has represented the Institute on various committees, has been 
a member of the Federal Council, and finally became a member of the 
Architects' Registration Board and its first Chairman. 

Mr. Bates left for England on 4th February, and the good wishes 
of the members go with him. 

The Council communicated with Mr. Bates by wireless after 
his departure. 

Messrs. G. E. Nichterlein and R. Yuncken.—Sympathy is extended 
to these two young students, and to their relatives, in the trying 
experience that they have had in consequence of the painful accident, 
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which befell Mr. Nichterlein in the Australian Alps. We trust 
that both young men will soon recover, and be again active among 
their fellow students. 

It may be mentioned that Mr. Nichterlein won the prize in 
the sketching competition last year, and had not this accident happened 
he intended competing for the Silver Medal of the Institute this 
year; he was already engaged on work relating to it. 

Gift to the University Architettural School.—Through the influ-
ence of Mr. W. S. P. Godfrey (F.), Sir John Grice has presented 
to the above institution, a valuable library of Architectural Works, 
to be known as "The Grice Collection." 

Architectural Photography.— In the "Building News" of 21st 
December last, is the report of a lecture on "Architecture in Relation 
to Pictorial Photography," which was read before the members of the 
Royal Photographic Society, by Mr. T. N. B. Scott, Licentiate 
R.I.B.A., F.R.P.S. Mr. Scott, in the course of his remarks, referred 
to the work of "Mr. F. E. Evans" as being the "high-water mark" 
of Architectural Photography, but it will be obvious to those in 
photographic circles, that he meant "Mr. F. H. Evans," who has 
been prominent for many years as an exponent of the beauties of 
Architecture through the medium of photography. 

Unfortunately, in consequence of an error in punctuation, the 
whole sense of one portion of the lecturer's remarks is distorted. This 
however, should be self-evident to any person in touch with the 
subject, who may read the report. 

Instructing Bricklayers.— At the Institute Dinner, Mr. L. Gillon, 
President of the Master Builders' Association, chronicled the good 
results that had attended the course of instruction in Bricklaying, 
which had been conducted under the auspices of the Association, 
following on the lines of a similar movement which had been 
instituted in N.S.W. 

Brick Manufacture.— A Paper was recently read by Mr. J. R. 
Todd, Brickworks Manager to the Wellington Gas Co., before the 
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members of the New Zealand Institute of Architects, dealing with 
"Brick Manufacture." The Paper is published in the Journal of 
the N. Z. Institute of Architects. 

Brisbane.—A series of articles on "Brisbane's Suburbs," which 
is published in the "Architectural and Building Journal of Queens-
land," will be interesting to those members of the R.V.I.A. who 
are acquainted with the northern Capital. 

Old Buildings of Historical Interest.—Any member who may be 
aware of the projected removal of any old building of interest, is 
invited to notify the Hon. Secretary or the Editor, in order to allow, 
if possible, of a record of it being preserved. 

Vacation School.—A Vacation School will be held at the Mel-
bourne University, in May next. In connection with this, a series 
of ten lectures on "Town Planning," will be delivered as one of the 
courses, Messrs. J. S. Gawler (F.) , and T. Upton, being the 
lecturers. The inaugural meeting will be held on 26th May. All 
particulars relating to the School may be obtained on application to 
Mr. John Byatt, Vacation School, University, Carlton, by forward-
ing a stamped envelope. 

[Federal 



MEETING of the Federal Council was held at the 
Institute Rooms, on the 7th and 8th February last, 
on which occasion there were present representatives 
from every State in the Commonwealth. 

The delegates were:—Sir Chas. Rosenthal, K.C.B. 
(N.S.W.) , Messrs. T. B. Wightman (Q'land), A. R. L. Wright 
(W.A.), L. Laybourne Smith and C. W. Rutt (S.A.), A. H. Masters 
and Roy Smith (Tas.), K. A. Henderson (Pres.) and W. S. P. 
Godfrey, (Vic.). 

Mr. P. B. Hudson (Vic.) acted as Hon. Secretary. 	The 
delegates were accorded a Civic Reception by the Lord Mayor 
(Ccllor. Wm. Brunton) and were then invited to inspect the designs 
for the War Memorial; they were also guests at the Annual Dinner 
of the Institute on 8th February. 

The Council transacted a large amount of business in connection 
with Interstate Institute matters, and had an important interview 
with the Commonwealth Minister of Works, regarding the projected 
buildings at Canberra. 
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VICTORIAN ARCHITECTURAL 
STUDENTS' SOCIETY. 

N Tuesday evening, 19th February, a highly interesting 
and instructive lecture, was delivered at the Rooms of 
the Institute, before the members of this Society, by 
Mr. Wm. Lucas, F.R.G.S. (F.). 

Mr. Lucas took for his theme, "Modern London 
Architecture of the last Twenty Years," and dealt with the subject 
in an easy conversational style. 

He suggested, for the purposes of study, the dividing of the 
design of facades into various classes, which he enumerated, and then 
described the characteristics of each of them, finally passing round for 
inspection by those present, illustrations of various buildings, which 
have been erected in London during the period dealt with, and which 
included the whole of 1 the types to which he had drawn attention. 
Whilst exhibiting these, he commented upon the individuality of 
each of the designers, and pointed out in the designs the different 
details and peculiarities of the diverse systems of design dealt with. 
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