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SIR CHRISTOPHER WREN 

BI-CENTENARY OF DEATH. 
1723-1923. 

"Sir Christopher Wren, `that early prodigy of universal 
science,' as he was called, astronomer, physicist, physiologist, as 
well as our greatest Architect, was, perhaps, the most versatile 
intelligence that Europe has seen since Leonardo da Vinci." 
—(H. H. Asquith). 

"Sir Christopher Wren, in spite of his Palladianism, was 
an apostle of Liberty and Freedom. An artist free from pre-
judice, going the straightest way to his purpose, and handling 
the new style with a freedom that serves to rank him with 
Michael Angelo; he was equally contemptuous of precedent in 
Architecture, and of conventional restraints." — (T. G. 
Jackson) . 

HE programme for the Commemoration of the Bi- 
Centenary of the death of Sir Christopher Wren 
in London, was outlined in the November issue, 
and ere this, through the efforts of one of the 
most powerful Grand Committees ever formed, 
will be an accomplished fact. 

That the :Ioo,000 desired for the restora-
tion of St. Paul's Cathedral in connection with this Commemora-
tion should be assured is alone cause for great thanksgiving. 

One awaits with keenest interest full reports of these proceed-
ings, and particularly of what that essentially clear-visioned master 
of thought—A. Clutton Brock-- (though not an Architect) will have 
said on the subject of Sir Christopher Wren and his work. 

Of the life and work of this consummate master of the mother 
of the arts, many memories are revived. Among these are the read-
ing in Lucy Phillimore's record of the charming letter written in 
Latin as a boy of ten to his father ; looking upon his actual signa-
ture in an account book of the Cathedral; rambling over the most per-
fect Roman amphitheatre in England, which had been discovered by 
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him ;walking the streets of Weymouth, which he had represented inPar-
liament; mounting his memorial column of the Great Fire; and pass-
ing through Temple Bar as it was being taken down. Then there 
were visits to Greenwich Hospital, Sheldonian Theatre, Oxford, St. 
Stephen's, Walbrook; and St. Paul's. The view of the Cathedral 
dome, as seen from Ludgate Hill, impressed one as far happier in 
its contour and setting than did that of St. Peter's, Rome. 

"Paul's looming huge above the Street of Fleet, 
Paul's towering high above Cheapside, and Paul's 
Seen everywhere from river, when March calls 
Gusts from the quarters four to bellow and bleat, 
And still most mighty clouds travel Heaven's Halls." 

—"London Mercury," January, '23. 
And this outlined expression of the writer is but an index to 

the fuller expression of many scattered throughout the world, who, 
during the Commemoration Week—February 24th to March 3rd—
whatever the environment, have mentally dwelt in London, re-tread-
ing streets of England and pondering over the stately Architectural 
output of the life of Sir Christopher. Further, there has been in 
spirit the renewal of silent prayer offered long since beside his tomb 

beneath his mighty dome. 
Si quæris monumentum, circumspice 
(If you seek his monument, look around.) 

At the Annual Meeting of the R.V.I.A. on February 27th the 
following resolution was unanimously passed :- 

"The Royal Victorian Institute of Architects, allied with the 
Royal Institute of British Architects, expresses its grati-
fication at the commemorative proceedings of this current 
week in London regarding the Bi- Centenary of the death 

of Sir Christopher Wren. 
"In common with Architects generally throughout the 

world, the members of this Institute, with profound thank-
fulness, readily renew expressions of indebtedness to the 
influence of the life and work of this specially great master 

of Architecture." 



lüq ~ 	̀l7Yn 	~•'~ 	n,~. . 	LLif: 	.. 
yam IlÌiïlllllll~ i"I!  

' 

MINUTES 

INUTES of Annual Meeting of Members, held at the 
Institute Rooms, 57-9. Swanston Street, on Tuesday, 
February 27th, at 8 o'clock p.m. 

The President, Mr. K. A. Henderson, was in the 
chair, and there was a good attendance of members. 

The Minutes of the previous meeting were read and confirmed. 

Correspondence.— R.I.B.A., giving particulars of Special Exam-
ination and eligibility of unsuccessful candidates in War Examina-
tions on conditions stated in letter. Hodder & Stoughton, re publi-
cation of volume on Wren Bi-Centenary. 

Nominations.—The following were nominated, viz.—Messrs. E. 
Evan Smith and E. W. Nettle as Fellows; and Messrs. F. G. B. 
Hawkins, Percival Alan Jenkins, and Walter O. McCutcheon as 
Associates. 

Ballot.—Mr. Albion H. Walkley. Messrs. A. R. Butler and 
M. W. Martin were appointed scrutineers, and on examination of 
the ballot papers reported the unanimous election of Mr. Albion 
H. Walkley. 

[Annual 
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Annual Report. The Annual Report of the Council was read 
by the Hon. Secretary. In moving its adoption, Mr. Hudson re- 
ferred to the great services of the late Mr. Anketell Henderson and 
to the magnificent donation of his library to the Institute by his 
son, also to the promised donation of the proceeds of his photographic 
properties to the War Memorial Scholarship Fund. The adoption 
of the Report was seconded by Mr. Godfrey and carried unani-

mously. 

Balance Sheet.—The adoption of the Balance Sheet was moved 

by Mr. Blackett, seconded by Mr. Irwin, and carried. 

Retiring President's Address.—The President then delivered his 
Retiring Address, which contained a long list of the many activities 
of the Council during his presidency, and made mention of the 
principal matters which would be followed up during the coming 

year. 
After welcoming the new President (Mr. W. S. P. Godfrey), 

to whom he promised whole hearted support, Mr. Henderson vacated 
the chair in favour of Mr. Godfrey, who thanked Mr. Henderson 
for his promised support. 

New Council and Office-Bearers.— The following were declared 
elected without opposition—President, W. S. P. Godfrey; Vice-Presi-
dents, K. A. Henderson and P. B. Hudson; Hon. Treasurer, R. 
H. Alsop ; Hon. Secretary, W. M. Campbell ; Hon. Asst. Secretary, 
W. A. Drummond; Council, W. A. M. Blackett, P. A. Oakley, 
Arthur Peck, Frank Stapley, H. W. Tompkins. 

The following were nominated as Associate Members of Coun-
cil:—H. W. Bladen, L. F. Irwin, G. B. Leith, F. Sale, A. G. 
Stephenson. As there were only three vacancies a ballot was taken, 
when L. F. Irwin, F. Sale, and A. G. Stephenson were elected; 

Messrs. Harvey and Kerr being scrutineers. 

Sir Christopher Wren.— The following resolution, moved by Mr. 
W. Lucas, seconded by Mr. G. R. King, and supported by Mr. W. 
A. M. Blackett, was unanimously carried :—"That  the Royal Vic-
torian Institute of Architects, allied with the Royal Institute of 
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British Architects, expresses its gratification at the commemorative 
proceedings of this current week in London regarding the Bi-Cen-
tenary of the death of Sir Christopher Wren. 

"In common with Architects generally throughout the world, 
the members of this Institute, with profound thankfulness, readily 
renew expressions of indebtedness to the influence of the life and 
work of this specially great master of Architecture."  

It was also decided that a cable, embodying the sense of this `t 
Resolution, be forwarded to the R.I.B.A. 

Mr. E. J. Clark. — The President stated that one of our Fel-
lows, Mr. E. J. Clark, who was present, having just returned from 
a trip to England, he took the opportunity of welcoming him back. 
To this Mr. Clark suitably replied. 

Votes of Thanks.— Mr. Henderson, the retiring President, ten-
dered thanks to the Honorary Secretary and Hon. Treasurer for 
their valuable services to the Institute during the past year, and to 
the Editor who so ably had conducted the Journal. He was per-
sonally very grateful for the biographical sketch of his late father's 
life and for the tributes paid to his memory. Mr. Hudson sup-
ported what Mr. Henderson had said Carried unanimously 

Mr. King felt the meeting should not close without recognition 
of the labours of the retiring President, and moved thanks accord-
ingly. He had certainly rendered the Institute great service. This 
was seconded by Mr. Kerr, supported by Mr. Blackett, and passed 

Messrs. Henderson, Lucas, and Campbell having replied, the 
meeting closed.  



THE ARCHITECTS' REGISTRATION 
ACT 

HE Architects' Registration Act, 1922, provides for the 
formation of a list of Registered Architects in Victoria, 
and which, from time to time, will appear in the Gov-
ernment Gazette. 

There are many alternative qualifications under 
which registration may take place, and yet there are pronounced re-
strictions; so that everyone who anticipates practising the profession 
in the future, as well as present practitioners, would do well to 
carefully refer to the Act. 

The age of twenty-one years, good character, application on 
the prescribed form, and payment of the prescribed fee, are in all 
instances essential. One paragraph of a sub-section shews that any, 
person who has for a period of at least one year before the first day 

of January, 1923, been bona- fide engaged in Victoria in the practice 
of the profession of an Architect, and has made application for regis-
tration within six months after that date, may be so registered, sub-
ject to the general clause. 

Penalties are set forth very fully as to certain offences, among 
which is that after the expiration of six months after the commence-
ment of the Act no person not duly registered shall be entitled to 
take or use, or shall take or use (either alone or in combination with 
any other word or words or letters), the name or title of "regis-
tered Architect," or any name, title, addition or description imply-
ing registration under this Act, or recognition by law as a registered 

Architect. 
It is also, however, set forth very clearly that no person and, 

in particular, no person who is a member of certain scheduled bodies 
shall be debarred from doing or performing certain work and exer-
cising any function which such person would have been entitled to 
do, or perform or exercise if this Act had not been passed. 

Any one who may feel aggrieved by any order of the Board 
in cancelling, or suspending, his registration, pursuant to a certain 
section, may appeal to the Court. 

8 



CIVIC ART 

A REVIEW. 

HE American Vitruvius ; An Architects' Handbook 
of Civic Art," by Werner Hegemann and Elbert 
Peets, issued in 1922 by the Architectural Book 

~`• !~~~ ` 	Publishing Co., New York, reaches the high- 
+P. ♦ :~ j~j'j 	water mark. 

Modestly the Foreword states :—"The pur-
pose was not to make a history of civic art, nor to formulate a well-
rounded theory of its practice, nor to produce a full record of its 
present state. The objective has been the compilation of a thesaurus, 
a representative collection of creations in civic art, so grouped and 
so interpreted in text and captions as seemed best suited to bring 
out the special significance of each design," yet it is impossible to con-
ceive of a more comprehensive or illuminating volume upon the 
subject; whilst the sumptuousness of its production in letterpress and 
illustrations is in line with highest craftsmanship. 

"In writing at the top of the title page the name Vitruvius, in 
what might be termed an honorary title, the authors have meant 
to fly at their mast-head a sign of their allegiance to the classical 
ideals associated with the 'Vitruvian tradition. And the greatest 
of these ideals, though in these days of superficial individualism it 
is often forgotten, is that the fundamental unit of design in Archi-
tecture is not the separate building but the whole city." "Of so-
called informal planning," the authors state, "a seemingly shapeless 
plan can ingeniously be made to give in execution a realisation of 
order and symmetry." 

A well-timed note runs thus :—"No part of this book will be 
found to treat of the engineering aspects of city planning. Indeed, 
the authors feel that the young profession of city planning is drifting 
too strongly in the directions of engineering and applied sociology. 
. . . . No city planning project should be undertaken nor report 
issued without the sanction of at least one trained man whose prim-
ary interest is in the dignity and beauty of form and color." Propa-
ganda can do other things besides win wars. Architects, in sketch- 
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ing in `entourages' and in preparing exhibition drawings must not 
be too sensitive about being called `idealistic.' Good civic art can be 
made a current ideal long before it can be realised in steel and 
stone, but once it becomes a popular ideal opportunity will inevit-
ably be found, here and there, to realise some well-designed pro- 

ject." 
In the absence of an English translation of Camillo Sitte's great 

work, the authors have rendered very valuable service in devoting 
a chapter to a well illustrated synopsis thereof ; whilst the full page ;> 
reproductions of Piranesi's reconstruction of the Campus Martius 
enable one to very vividly see something of the grandeur of ancient 
Rome. (Perhaps it may not be generally known that one of the 
many treasures of the Melbourne Public Library is a copy of Piranesi 
containing these plans). The sub-section on the Paris Plaza com-
petition of 1748 portrays a remarkably interesting study, of planning. 
To this, of course, we owe the Place de la Concorde. 

Coming directly to America, we are reminded that the turn-
ing point in Civic Art was the Chicago World Fair, of 1893. Says 
Henry Adams, "Chicago was the first expression of American'' 
thought as a unity; one must start there." The powerful influence' 
of the Paris Exposition of 1889 was at the back of this, whilst 
later expressions were strongly influenced by the Spanish Colonial;, 
note. "It is the study and the cultivation of the great spirit of 
the Colonial style in its broadest aspects that must be considered 
as an important duty of everybody who has to do with designing 
in America." Some plates of Bertram Goodhue's work appear in 
this connection. Then "the convincing presence of the historic build-
ings, public meeting places, stately mansions, and entire sections 
of old towns still lined with harmonious houses, was quietly at work." 
Naturally the force of the San Francisco Fair strongly projected 
itself into Architectural development since 1915. 

The pages devoted to educational groups are a revelation of most 
strenuous thought, many competition plans, premiated and unpre-
miated, being given, and all very full of suggestiveness. 

It is very evident that sky-scrapers were being much discussed; 
as "facing the disorder resulting from uncontrolled sky-scraper build- 
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Civic Art 

ing, the school of city planners, headed by the late Daniel H. Burn-
ham, proposed to distinguish public buildings of monumental char-
acter, not by making them high, but by making them low. These 
"cannot vie in vertical mass with commercial buildings, and must, 
by reason of their function, find distinction by strength of design 
in contrast to their surroundings." 

Scattered throughout the letter press are a number of quite 
refreshing historical incidents, such as a conversation between Gar-
nier and Napoleon, the objection of Frederick the Great against 
columns being placed in front of rooms to be used for habitation or 
work, as he "disliked the feeling of being behind the bars of a cage." 

Supplementing Civic Centres, actual and proposed (mainly the 
latter), there is a wealth of material as to the treatment of Euro-
pean cities displaying squares, vistas, and terminal features, and that 
recall to one many pleasing memories of travel. 

It may appear a commonplace to state that "the great problem 
in Street Architecture is the difficulty of combining the large amount 
of individuality required by the difference of taste and practical needs 
of the individual house owners with the necessary element of har-
mony, and even unity, without which a street turns into a dis-
agreeable hodge-podge of contradictory assertions ;" yet there is more 
than sufficient data in this volume to teach one that such a "hodge-
podge" ought never to occur, and that the overcoming of this prob-
lem need never mean lifeless uniformity. "For the Architect, in 
the higher sense of the word, the conception of a building inde-
pendent of its surroundings is impossible. For him every building 
is part of a street, a plaza, a garden, a park, a city. There are no 
exceptions, unless it be the abode of the cave-dweller or the hut of 
the pioneer, which are beyond the scope of Civic Art. To conceive 
a building in connection with its surroundings, and to mould both 
so that each determines the other in Architecture, in the full sense 
of the word; it is Civic Art." 

The authors are undoubtedly masters of Garden Art, and supply 
a series of splendid plates to emphasise their convictions. Their 
remarks on the designing of cemeteries, linked with some observations 
on the subject by Sir Christopher Wren, ought to mean reform in that 

[direction, 
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direction. Our past president, Mr. Arthur Peck, after a visit to 
Java called attention to the Borobudur, and upon page 224 there 
is a plan of this with the remark,—"The perfect unity here attained 
is a challenge to us, to find some way to make our cemeteries look 
less like a romantic mid-Victorian park, which has been devastated 

by a hail of marble fragments." 
A collection of city plans, as unified designs, includes not only 

European and American examples, but also Canberra and Manila; 
and the various criticisms deserve close study. Of keenly observant 
intellect, the authors' powers of analysis are exceptionally great, and 
their painstaking equally so, and one wishes a summary of many of 
their remarks could appear in a far less costly edition and be cir- 
culated widely. The short chapter on Town Extensions is well 
put. It is claimed that "planning for inexpensive residences has only 
recently been discovered as one of the most attractive fields for the 
civic designer." Certainly the diagrammatic plans that follow this 
remark shew what can be done in the hands of able designers. 

The closing chapter is on the plan of Washington, and it well 
visualises how matters stand in regard to that important centre where 
so much of Civic Art and its ideals concentrate. The strength and 
weakness of the plan are lucidly set forth, and comments made upon 
the report of the Commission of 1901. In the concluding paragraph 
are these stirring sentences, "Imperial grandiosity as an ideal—that 
is the great danger to Washington." "Spacious monumentality may 
produce great beauty, but let there be a hair's breadth of deviation 
from good taste and nothing remains but pompous banality." "Art 
is something more than liberal expenditure and good intentions." 

The final word urges students of civic art to study, not only 
plans of the capital of the United States, but "to make pilgrimages, 
—seeking the living touch of beautiful cities—to Paris and Rome, 
to Bath, Richelieu, Nancy, Ludwigslust, and Pompeii." 

The reference section of the Institute's Library has been greatly 
enriched by the acquisition of a copy of this work. 



BUILDING CONTRACTS AND THE 
R. V.1.A.CONDITIONS OF CONTRACT 

A Paper delivered before the Institute on July 25th, 1922, 
by Mr. H. N. S. Wollaston. 

S regards the form of the Contract, this will be dealt
with later when considering the particular form of 
Contract which has been adopted by your Institute. 

~•~ 	As previously stated, consideration is necessary to 
make a binding Contract, consequently any under-

taking or promise by a contractor to do extra work, or vary the 
Contract, for which there is no consideration passing from the pro- 
prietor to the contractor, is unenforcible. It has happened on more 
than one occasion that a contractor will, in the course of the work, 
promise the proprietor to finish the job before the date of comple-
tion mentioned in the Contract, and the proprietor be much annoyed 
because the contractor has failed to carry out such promise, and, in 
fact, may be at a loss through having made business arrangements 
in anticipation of that promise being fulfilled, but, for the reason 
stated, a proprietor is without redress through the necessary form-
ality of consideration being absent. Where the Contract has been 
reduced to writing, it occasionally happens that one, or both, parties 
allege that the Contract has been entered into by him in mistake, 
and asks the aid of the Court to relieve him of the whole, or part, 
of his Contract. This is a matter which will involve much abstract 
argument, but, speaking generally, mistake on the part of both parties 
will naturally be a reason for the Court to rectify the instrument 
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so as to make it express the real Contract between the parties; also 
if it can be shown that the Contract does not express the inten- 
tion of both parties because of a mistake made by one of them. The 
party who has signed the document with the mistake in question is 
generally entitled to have the Contract cancelled, but this gives the 
other party the option to accept cancellation or submit to rectifica-
tion. The principle on which the Court acts is that they do not 
rectify Contracts, but they rectify the instrument purporting to evi-

dence the terms of the Contract. 
Most Building Contracts are called Entire Contracts, that is 

the builder or contractor must have completed the work according 
to Contract before any right arises to final or any payment, so a 
contractor, unless there is provision for progress payments, can 
recover nothing until the work is completed as specified. The Con-
tract must necessarily be performed according to the specifications, 
and it has even been decided in a case arising out of the building 
of a ship that even where better materials than those provided for 
in the Contract were put into the 'work the proprietor had a right 
to refuse the work and, if accepted, the contractor could only re-
cover the Contract price without any increase in respect of the 
superior material used. There must necessarily be some limit to the 
smallness of non-compliance with the Contract disentitling the con-
tractor to payment. Such non-essential and trifling defects on the 

part of one party as can be compensated for, will not excuse the 
other party to the Contract, thus the omission of a lock on the door 
of a house, or zinc on a part of the roof, have been decided as not 
amounting to non-compliance, but a matter for compensation. Time 
of completion must necessarily be stated to avoid dispute as to what 
is a reasonable time for completion. Such an inquiry would be of 
such length that both parties would be thoroughly exhausted both 
financially and otherwise by the time the Court or arbitrators arrived 
at finality. Also the damages for non-completion are usually assessed 
in the Contract at so much per day, or a lump sum if the work 
extends over the prescribed time, thus expressed to be as liquidated 
damages and not by way of penalty. It could be made a term of 
the Contract that "time should be considered the essence of the 



ButIbing Contracts ana tbe 1RJl .r.t. Conbftions. 	15 

Contract," and in such event the contractor could recover nothing 
should the time for completion of the work extend beyond that 
specified ; such a provision would, no doubt, be considered harsh, but 
under present circumstances might be considered almost a necessity. 
It is a usual provision in Contracts for the sale of land, and accepted 
therein without question. The insertion of any provision for assess-
ment of damages in the event of non-completion, or even giving a 
bonus for expedition in work, would negative the provision of time 
being the essence of the Contract as showing that the parties had 
contemplated that the Contract might extend beyond the Contract 
time. Excuses for non-performance of work include impossibility of 
performance in view of the complete destruction, of the subject mat-
ter of the Contract. It is no excuse, however, for non-performance 
to build upon a particular site that the soil is unfit for building con-
struction without a great deal of work and money for foundation ; 
the builder is deemed to have fully informed his mind, and where 
it is merely a question of extra expense he must carry out his Con-
tract. Illegality is also a reason for non-performance. It may so 
happen that inadvertently the Contract provides for building on land 
which, owing to its size or situation, there is a prohibition against 
being used for that particular purpose, such a Contract would amount 
to a nullity. Also the contractor may be prevented by some action 
of the employer from carrying out his part of the work; his remedy 
in that case is to sue the proprietor for damages for breach of Con-
tract, the amount of damages being the expense which he has in-
curred up to the time of suing, together with his estimated loss on 
the Contract. Also should it come to the knowledge of the builder 
that the land on which he is building does not belong to the pro-
prietor, the contractor may at once discontinue work and sue the 
proprietor for damages. In this respect it would be as well where 
the Architect is in any doubt as to the ownership of the land to satisfy 
himself that his proprietor has a good title to the land and to 
possession of the same. In fact, if the contractor could show that 
the Architect had knowledge of any such defect in title on the part 
of the Contract and induced the contractor to enter into the Con-
tract the Architect would find himself involved in an action for 
damages along with his proprietor. 

[It 
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It is almost an universal term of Contract for the proprietor 
to provide a suitable Architect, and where none is provided the 
builder is justified in refusing to proceed with the work. Similarly, 
non-production of plans gives a similar right, although the mere 
non-receipt of plans from the Architect by the contractor would not 
be sufficient justification; there must be some refusal on the part 

of the Architect to provide him with plans. 
The foregoing are all reasons for which a contractor can refuse 

to commence work, and the same principles apply in the main during 
the performance, except that where the subject matter of the Con-
tract is destroyed during construction. In the case of an Entire 
Contract the contractor cannot recover except where the destruction 
is caused by the default of the proprietor or his servants which would, 
of course, include the Architect. During the performance of the 
Contract provision is made for supervision, in some cases by the 
proprietor, in most cases by the Architect. In the former case the 
Court views with disapproval the position of a man being judge 
in his own cause; the principle is therefore introduced that such 
approval cannot be unreasonably withheld. On the other hand, where 
an Architect supervises, and the Contract provides for work being 
done to his approval, such approval, if final, is a condition prece-
dent to any payment. It may so happen that the Architect may find 
himself in connection with the same matter acting in two capacities, 

that is as agent for the proprietor (and therefore as his employee) 

and as arbitrator to decide whether the work or materials are to 
be approved, and in this latter case the obligation is on the Archi-
tect to act fairly and impartially between the parties. In the form 
of Contract adopted by the Institute, matters of importance for the 
Architect's decision are subject to the arbitration clause; and it may 
be here mentioned that the Architect acting in his capacity as em-
ployee is liable for negligence, but otherwise he is not so liable. 

It frequently happens that the Architect orders extras which 
from their nature may be considered as not having been contemplated 
by the parties when the Contract was entered into. In such a case, 

if the contractor objects and can show in support of his objection 
that such work could not have been contemplated when they entered 
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into the Contract, he can, without penalty, refuse to carry out such 
additional works. Certificates issued by the Architect for progress 
or final payments are the authority for the contractor receiving pay-
ment from the proprietor. The Architect must be careful that the 
certificate he signs is his own certificate, but this does not preclude 
him from satisfying his mind from whatever source of information he 
chooses, so long as the result in certificate is the exercise of skill and 
judgment on his part. The final certificate, it may be mentioned, 
is only binding as between the proprietor and contractor and not 
as between the employer and the Architect; and any difference of 
opinion between the proprietor and contractor in the Victorian form 
of Contract is also made a subject matter for arbitration. It may 
happen in some cases that the contractor will find that his employer 
is proving obstructive in the matter of the Architect granting his 
certificate, and in my own experience I have advised where the pro-
prietor has written to his Architect purporting to instruct him not 
to issue a certificate, except on certain terms, such a thing is highly 
improper as on the part of the proprietor, being an attempt to in-
fluence, or prevent, the Architect in the carrying out of his judicial 
functions. In some cases the assistance of the law courts has been 
obtained for a mandatory order against the proprietor to allow the 
Architect to enter on the premises to inspect and certify. Progress 
certificates are only in the nature of a qualified approval, being in-
sufficient to constitute the acceptance of work and material, and do 
not prevent the proprietor from subsequently disputing any such 
matters, nor the Architect from refusing to certify as to due com-
pliance with the Contract. In some cases Architects certify for pro-
gress payments taking into account materials which are brought on 
to the site, in addition to work and labour, and in some cases work 
carried out not on the site but being in course of construction else-
where. Such a practice is dangerous, as owing to the insolvency of 
the contractor the proprietor may find himself in the position of 
having paid for an article, or work, the benefit of which will accrue 
to the contractor's creditors under the Insolvency Laws. A final 
certificate, once given, cannot be withdrawn unless there is an obvious 
mistake in the calculation, and if on the face of it is invalid the 

[Arehitect 
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Architect can issue another. The Architect certifying must be the 
Architect who at that particular time holds the appointment as such 
from the proprietor, and in the case of a change of Architect it is 
the Architect for the time being who certifies and not the Architect 
who was acting at the time the work was performed. 

Alterations, additions and omissions from a Contract after the 
work is started are the cause of many disputes and arbitrations, and 
in this respect there is one golden rule to follow, frequently broken, 
however, i.e., that there shall be no alterations except such as are 
certified to in writing by the Architect. This seems a fairly simple 
rule to follow, but it so frequently happens that the proprietor and 
the contractor meet on the building, (or it may possibly be the pro-
prietor's wife) and agree to some alterations, and the first intimation 
to the Architect is when he gets the bill for this extra from the 
contractor. It is an embarrassing position for all parties, as in this 
respect the wife would not be deemed the husband's agent so as to 
bind him. Should the Architect, without authority, order extras 
the proprietor would be justified in refusing to pay and the contrac-
tor's remedy then would be against the Architect, consequently proper 
confirmation should be received from the proprietor in respect of 
extras. 

As regards the determination of the Contract, otherwise than by 
due performance, there is not much more to add, except that the 
death of either the proprietor or the contractor does not terminate 
the Contract. In the case of the proprietor, his executors or adminis-
trators are entitled to the full benefit, or performance of the work, and 
although the land on which the building is being erected may pass 
to his heir or devisee, it seems that his devisee, as between himself 
and the personal representatives of the deceased, can compel the com-
pletion of the building and throw the cost upon the personal estate. 
The contractor's legal representatives are under obligation to per-
form the Contract, but the legal representatives would only be liable 
in their respective capacity, except, that if they enter into a fresh 
Contract they accept personal liability. There are some cases in 
which the Contract on the part of the contractor is purely a per-
sonal one, depending entirely on his particular skill and knowledge, 
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such as particular painting or decorative work. In such a case the 
death of that contractor would dissolve the Contract and his legal 
representatives become entitled to be paid for the completed work 
done up to the date of his death, but on the other hand they could 
not insist upon being permitted to complete the Contract. 

The foregoing are general remarks on Building Contracts, and 
I propose now to deal shortly with some particular clauses in the 
form of Contract you have adopted. 

Clause 4.—I have already made some remarks pertinent to this 
clause, and as regards the plant and materials which are on the 
premises these would be considered as in the reputed ownership of 
the contractor, and as such pass to a trustee in insolvency. To 
provide against this contingency in large Building Contracts the pro-
prietor takes a security from the contractor for progress payments 
made, such security being registered to conform with statutory re-
quirements. 

Clause 6.—It must not be overlooked that although the obliga-
tion is to be on the contractor for compliance with the rules, etc. 
mentioned, yet the Architect is not thereby absolved from liability 
to his proprietor to see that this is carried out, and he should accord-
ingly satisfy himself as to due compliance on the part of the con-
tractor. 

Clause 7.—This provides for the superintendence of the Archi-
tect and the term Architect is defined in Clause 3o. It is suggésted 
that for the due protection of both the contractor and others con-
cerned, that it should be made a term of all Building Contracts that 
the Architect appointed by the proprietor shall be a member of your 
Institute, or such other Institutes as may be prescribed. It is obvious 
that in the absence of any such suggested provision the proprietor 
could after dispensing with his Architect, who prepared the plans and 
specifications, appoint any person who calls himself an Architect. 
Until there is some statutory restriction on the use of this word, the 
members of the Institute should take great care to protect the public 
generally against such a state of affairs. 

Clause 8.—Providing for the liquidated damages is one which 
seldom has effect owing to the fact that so few Contracts of import-

ance 
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ance proceed without extras. Such extra work entitles the con- 
tractor to further time. 

Clause i i.—Provision is made for insurance by the contractor, 
but it must be understood that the loss by fire does not absolve the 
contractor from carrying out the job for which he has contracted. 

Clause 13.—Providing against assignment or selling, the benefit 
of the Contract appears to be a harsh one, and one which would be 
frequently broken; and it is questionable whether the Courts would 
permit the owner to treat a breach of that clause as a breach of the 
Contract and entitling the proprietor to cancel. 

Clause 15.—It must be understood that the contractor is not a 
tenant of the proprietor's premises,—merely licensee for a particular 
purpose. The proprietor accordingly has full right of access at any 
time for any purpose so long as he does not impede the contractor 

in his work. 
Clause i6.—Providing for extra work we have already dealt 

with. It is sufficient to state that the Architect must bear in mind 
that any extras must be of such nature as was contemplated between 
the parties when the Contract was made. 

The provision for alteration of the Contract referred to in  

clause 18 is a very necessary restriction, but at the same time, (as 
stated above) there is nothing to prevent the parties to the Contract, 
that is the proprietor and the contractor, at any time without notice 
to the Architect from agreeing upon alterations. This must neces-
sarily cause inconvenience to the Architect, and he should impress 
upon his proprietor the necessity of arranging all such matters with 
the contractor through the Architect as the channel of communica- 

tion. 
It may be remarked as regards clause 19, that this is not one 

which is subject to arbitration. 
Clause 20 provides for a Clerk of Works. This officer's duties 

are merely of a negative character, to decide whether or not work 
and materials on the job are in compliance with the Contract. 

The final certificate provided for by clause 22, it must be noted, 

is not conclusive as between the parties. If it subsequently is dis-
covered that inferior materials or work have been provided by the 
contractor compensation can be claimed. 
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Both clauses 24 and 26 make provision for the proprietor sus-
pending the works and entering into possession. These are powers 
which are seldom availed of, and if an Architect is at any time 
contemplating any such procedure he must remember that it is of 
a technical nature, and one which he should well consider, and be 
advised about before giving the notices, as any flaw in the procedure 
would entitle the contractor to treat the action of the proprietor as 
a trespass. 

The arbitration clause, which is 28, is one of importance, and 
as it is apparently intended that it shall have general application to 
all disputes that arise under the Contract, it might be considered 
advisable to recast this clause so that there could be no doubt raised 
as to whether the arbitration or arbitrator's powers are in any way 
limited. It may be mentioned that where an arbitration clause is 
provided for in an agreement the practice is to give arbitrators power 
to adjudicate on all disputes arising between the parties. 

A copy of the drawings mentioned in clause 29 is one which 
has been frequently in question. Apart from clause 29 the pro-
prietor having paid for his drawings would be considered as being 
entitled to retain them, and it will be noted that there is no pro-
vision for the Architect requiring his proprietor to return to him any 
drawings handed to him, the contractor only being under such obli-
gation. 

Lastly, in the interpretation clause a definition is given of the 
Architect. This is a matter which we have already referred to by 
suggesting that it should be provided that the Architect for the time 
being appointed by the proprietor shall be a member of some recog-
nised Institute. This is a matter which may be the subject of statu-
tory provision by the State Parliament, affording, as it would, pro-
tection as much for the contractor as the proprietor. Circumstances 
might well arise that a proprietor getting at logger-heads with his 
contractor could and would appoint another Architect who, if a 
weak man, and a man of no qualifications, would play into the hands 
of the proprietor and against the interests of the contractor. 

[St. Kilda 



T. KILDA ARMY AND NAVY CLUB 
S 

MEMORIAL HALL, Etc. 

(Conclusion) . 

F the unsuccesful designs, the author of that marked No. 
i was evidently a practised hand. There was a severity 
about his elevations in most acceptable contrast to sev- 
eral submitted in this competition, and in planning there 
was much keen sense of proportional values. The stage 

arrangements of the Hall were good, and the Balcony provided two 
private boxes. For the Supper room to be separated from the Hall 
by only piers and screens, though enabling extra seating for Hall 

on occasions, would also have disadvantages. The planning of the 
Club rooms was very effective, having the Billiard room the full 
width of Acland Street, and Reading and Writing rooms to Albert 
Street. A promenade roof extended over the Supper room, and, as 
stated in the author's report:—"The shops have been planned to 
allow of the rear portion being of sufficient area for partitioning off 
for saloons or storage." "Pride of position has been given to the 
Nurses' and Committee rooms on account of outlook and light, it 
being likely that these rooms may be used considerably in the day- 
time. The Lodge room, which will in all probability be used 

s in the evening, has been placed on the inside boundary, u ha,  

nevertheless, ample ventilation and light from a clerestory." 
The Main Staircase being common to the Club accommodation 

and to the Balcony of the Hall, would have marked drawbacks, 
though the direct communication between Club rooms and Balcony, 
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via this staircase, would on occasions be acceptable. It is feared, 
however, that with such an arrangement the Balcony would have to 
be practically reserved for Club members. 

The main point of No. 2 was the Supper room extending along Al-
bert St., practically the full length of the Hall, over which was aide 
Lounge Balcony for about Ito. The Main Entrance to Hall was 
from Albert Street into a foyer, which, by a corridor, connected the 
Club's Entrance Hall at the angle of the site. And that angle 
entrance resulted in some good points to the planning generally. The 
manner in which the minor rooms of the Club were kept from the 
frontages was specially good. The three-fold composition of the 
exterior seemed incongruous, but the simple elevation of the side of 
the Hall, supported by that of the Kitchen wing, with its charming 
proportions and carefully detailed wreaths, would be a valuable con-
tribution to Melbourne Architecture. 

No 3 was a crude design, crudely represented. The Stage of 
the Hall was flanked by Supper room on one side and Kitchen on 
the other—all in width of Hall. 	The main frontage to Acland 
Street on first floor with its excellent light was given up to Care-
taker's rooms, whilst Reading and Writing rooms would be but very 
poorly lit. The Billiard room was lighted entirely from the top. 
The Staircase consisted of a single flight on either side of a central 
lift—the whole extending the full width of the principal frontage. 
The elevations were packed with extremely novel features, the climax 
being a central niche with a figure in uniform. 

No. 4  savoured much of a first attempt in which the author 
had concentrated far too much on sundry details to the disadvantage 
of the scheme as a whole. Entrances, Corridors, Staircases and 
landings were particularly weak. There were, however, some sug-
gestively good points, specially as to the Garden at back and side, 
which enabled the doors on three walls of the Hall to open directly 
to the exterior. The Nurses' Committee room was well placed 
toward Albert Street. The weakness of the elevations w'as in the 
multiplicity of features of common-place character, emphasised by 
the great number of projections. 

[In 
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In No. 5- the Hall was kept towards Albert Street, with Supper 
room and Caretaker's rooms on opposite side. As with many others, 
the Stairs to Balcony presented a great difficulty. The Billiard room 
occupied most of the Acland Street front, with the two Card rooms 
at the corner. From the elevations one gathered the author was 
evidently early in his professional career. 

The report of No. 6 stated :—"The  Garden being optional has 
been omitted for the following reasons. i, The areas asked for will 
not permit of garden space that could be utilised to advantage. 2, It 
was considered inadvisable to reduce the area of the Hall for this 
purpose as it would affect its value as a revenue-producing asset." 
The Hall had its main entrance from Albert Street, with 
access to Acland Street, by a long, narrow corridor. 	A 
good point was the Supper Room, near to the Main 
Entrance and to back of Hall, which could be let separately most 
conveniently for meetings. The Ladies' Committee room was very 
well planned with bayed end looking out on a Light Court. Com-
munication with Club rooms by a long central corridor, defectively 
lit, would never answer, and access to Balcony could be considerably 
improved. A very ordinary elevation terminated in a pergola over 
the front portion of a flat roof. 

In design numbered 9 special attention had been paid to ele-
vational treatment, and on lines which shewed the author to have 
ability out of the ordinary. Though some of the details created a 
smile, in their main lines the elevations had much to commend them. 
The Entrances to Main Hall were very poor, while the access from 
the Street to the Staircase to Club rooms suffered for want of light 

and dignity. 	Billiard, Reading, and Writing rooms were well 

planned. 
No. io had the Hall lighted over arcades on either side, but 

no Supper room was provided, the idea being to use the stage for this. 
The two centre shops had an arcade within the frontage line. Weak-
ness appeared in the Balcony stairs having its foot near the main 
central doorway to Hall ; but in the Main Staircase with its "hall" 
at head, and treatment either side in Billiard room, there was strong 
planning. The elevations were quite in up-to-date rendering of 



Renaissance, whilst the outlined proscenium of stage with inscribed 
panel had the making of a bit of excellent design. 

The outstanding characteristic of No. 12 was the very digni-
fied entrance to the Supper room in a sub-basement, and the accessory 
elevational treatment of a side balcony to the Hall in connection 
therewith. The Hall occupied the centre of the site between Albert 
Street and the inner boundary; whilst the Club rooms were 
compactly planned with very direct access. The elevations gener-
ally shewed much acceptable reserve, and among their pleasing points 
was the balconette off Card room over central entrance. 

The assessors were two members of the R.V.I.A. and a repre-
sentative of the St. Kilda Army and Navy Club. 

The outstanding feature in this competition was the very re-
stricted site upon which to enable one to do ample justice to the 
desirable inter-relation of the multi-varied requirements, and at the 
same time to dispose these requirements on two floors, both in plan . 

and elevation, as to present a worthy memorial character. 



ALONG THE BYE-PATHS 

National War Memorial.—The daily press reports that the 
assessors in the National War Memorial, Victoria, Competition, are 
Mr. G. H. Godsell, President of the Federal Council of Australian 
Institutes of Architects, Mr. K. A. Henderson, President of the Royal 
Victorian Institute of Architects, and Sir John Monash. 

Sons of Deceased or Totally and Permanently Incapacitated 
Soldiers.— The Education Board of the Department of Repatriation 
has brought under the notice of the R.V.I.A. that there are several 
good types of youths who have had sound secondary and technical 
education who are desirous of becoming articled to the Architectural 
profession. 

It appears there is no provision under this educational scheme 
to pay a premium, but assistance is given to the parent or guardian 
of the youth concerned by the payment of a weekly maintenance 
allowance during the currency of indentures. 

The Deputy Commissioner states that an Architect in the city 
has already articled one son of a deceased soldier, waiving the pre-
mium, and the lad appears to be doing exceptionally well ; and that 
the Board is of opinion that there might be other members of the 
profession who would be willing to waive the usual custom of a pre-

mium in respect of the son of a deceased, or totally and permanently 
incapacitated soldier. 

Generous consideration in such a matter as this, cannot but make 
for the welfare of the life of Architecture. 

The Late R. B. Whitaker (F.).—Death once more entered our 
ranks, and on February i4th claimed Mr. R. B. Whitaker, who 
for many years had been in membership with the R.V.I.A. Born at 
Windsor, England, he also served his articles there, coming to Aus-
tralia about thirty-eight years ago. A well-known practitioner, for 
a long time he had been one of the City of Melbourne Building 
Referees. Sympathy is tendered to widow and family in their serious 
loss. It is hoped to make fuller allusion to our late Fellow in next 
issue. 

The Late Sir Ernest George, R.A.—In the passing of Sir Ernest 

George there is the loss of a distinct personality. The Editor remem- 
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bers that quite early in life he was attracted to a London elevation de-
signed by George & Peto, and started a folio for anything he came 
across by them, or Ernest George or George & Yeates. To quote a sen- 
tence; "Ernest George was pre-eminently an Architect of romantic, 
picturesque and playful expression. He felt to the full the delight 
of work and the pleasures of a vivid imagination." Sir Ernest was 
also a Past President and Royal Gold Medallist of the R.I.B.A. 

Herbert Baker, A.R.A.—Contemporary with the passing of Sir 
Ernest George, one who was early in life an assistant in his office, 
Mr. Herbert Baker, has been elected an Associate of the Royal 
Academy. After unusually favourable conditions for study in Eng-
land he found himself in South Africa as one of the young men to 
whom Rhodes became passionately attached. One day he received 
on a scrap of paper these words :—"I desire you to see Rome, Pæs-
turn, Agrigentum, Thebes, and Athens. I am thinking of erecting a 
mausoleum to those who fell at Kimberley, a vault, and a copy of 
P estum. Your expenses as to trip will be paid; and in case I 
undertake any of these thoughts, you will receive the usual Architects' 
fee of 5 per cent. C. J. Rhodes." 

Undoubtedly Herbert Baker's opportunities have been magnifi- 
cent, and these have been greatly aided by his power to use the pen. 
For instance, what could be better than this, occurring in his report 
on the Bank of England re-modelling.----"The facts of the site in 
relation to its light and surrounding streets and buildings, together 
with the practical and sentimental values of silence, security 
and seclusion, which the present blank external wall affords, all 
seem to point favourably to ...." 

Knowing much of his Architectural work personally, one gladly 
concurs in a recent remark of "The Architect," (London)—"His 
work shews a masterly grasp of clear-cut effects of form and 
grouping." 

Sir Edwin Cooper.--As Architects so rarely receive the honour 
of knighthood, it is specially interesting to congratulate Sir Edwin 
Cooper on being in the New Year list. 

Wholesome Comment.—Straightforward, wholesome comment, 
provided it be from those qualified to judge the subject, is always 

[healthy. 
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healthy. Any remarks by Egerton Swartwout strikes one as of this 
order. In a few sentences "The American Architect" gives his com-
ments on the Bank of England Re-construction Scheme, and the Port 
of London Authority's new offices. 

"Chicago Tribune" Competition.— Nearly 15o designs, from 
twenty countries, and the selected scheme presenting externally 
practically a Gothic tower rising to a height oft 410 feet on a base 

ioo feet square! J. M. Howells and R. M. Hood are indeed to 
be congratulated, as are also the promoters. 

A Present Event.—The current Architectural event in Melbourne 
commanding attention of the public is unquestionably the restora- 
tion of the apex of the spire of Scots' Church. The work of the 
steeple-jacks engaged thereon is another illustration of the magnificent 
powers of nerve, ingenuity, dexterity, determination to achieve, and 
readiness to risk life for high and lofty purposes, which are wrapt 
in the heart of humanity. And, very fortunately, the exhibition of 
such qualities is not confined to one section. That this bit of work 
may be brought to successful issue, and without any disaster to brave 
men of peace, is more than an earnest wish. 

Contemporary Design.—A reviewer says: "The Exhibition of Con-
temporary British Architecture, recently held in London, showed two 
things — that there is a large number of comparatively unknown 
Architects producing works of real merit, and that the public at 
large is taking more interest in the subject than it has for many 
years." A writer in the "Daily Mail" says: "Some of the buildings 
erected in London during the past four years are almost masterpieces 
of harmonious line and proportion, the simplest being the best ; and 
he expresses confidence that we are `at the beginning of a revival 

of Architectural design.' 

Pathos.— Last December two competitions were adjudicated 
upon in England, one for a large school (i r 8 designs being sub-
mitted), and the other for the "Daily Mail" Bungalow, which was 
well responded to; and in each instance it was found the first pre-
mium was awarded to a design whose author had died since sending 

in his drawings. 
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Plan and Elevation.—It is very striking how almost invariably 
Architecture is spoken of by the public as if it were purely a matter 
of elevation, until Domestic Architecture is referred to, and then the 
viewpoint changes entirely to plan. As to a house, the elevation is 
hardly ever alluded to. 

Jerusalem.—The Builder says: "Marseilles tiles have been ruled 
out of Jerusalem by an order of the Governor, on account of their 
horrible disharmony with the creamy grey walls and domes of the 
older buildings of the city." 

An Opinion.—Dr. Charles Porter in his recent Presidential ad-
dress to the Town Planning Association of the Transvaal, South 
Africa, referring to his Australian visit last year, stated, "Melbourne 
has in the St. Kilda Road and to a lesser extent in Sydney Road, two 
of the finest multiple traffic or `combination' streets in the world. " 

Examinations.—Will all intending candidates please note that 
the next R.V.I.A. Examinations will be held about the last week in 
May, and that application should be made to the Hon. Secretary as 
early as possible. x ,  

That for members of His Majesty's Forces who had served in 
the Great War, to be held then, will be the Final Special Examina-
tion. 

Intimation has been received that the time for receipt of Theses 
in Federal Council Bronze Medal Competition has been extended 
to 31st October, 1923.  

The time for the Editor's receipt of copy for the Journal has 
been extended from the 20th to the 22nd April, June, August, 
October and December for the respective issues of this year. 

NOTE.—A bunch of keys was left at Institute Rooms. Owner 
can have same on application.  



VICTORIAN ARCHITECTURAL 
STUDENTS' SOCIETY 

T the Annual General Meeting held on December 11th, 
1922, the Committee's Report and Balance Sheet were 
adopted ; and the following are the elected office-bearers 
with their respective offices :—Mr. H. V. Taylor, Pres-
ident, Mr. A. N. Henderson, Vice-President; Mr. H. 

S. Bull, Honorary Treasurer; and Mr. S. ° F. Nason, Honorary 

Secretary. 
The following members were elected to the Committee :—Miss  

L. B. Lee, and Messrs, Waugh, Hughes, and Glennon. 
After the usual business a competition for a monogram, with 

the letters V.A.S.S. was held, and a ballot taken; the result of which 
declared Mr. Glennon the winner, and Miss Lee, second. 

A Special General Meeting was held on January 24th when it 
was unanimously decided that the Society should revert back to the 
old Constitution, dated December 21st, 1915. 

On the completion of the usual business a series of competitions 
arranged by Mr. H. L. Waugh was held, the successful contestants 
being Mr. Hopkins, 1st; Mr. Smith, 2nd; and Mr, Nichterlein, 3rd. 
Miss Lee taking first prize among the ladies. A vote of thanks to 
Mr. Waugh for the great amount of work done in preparing the 
competitions was carried. It was also unanimously agreed that a 
letter of thanks be sent to Mr. Charles Bott for the donation of the 
prizes, consisting of Dixon's Colored and Eldorado Pencils, which 
were greatly appreciated by the prize winners. During last month 
six new members were elected. 

S. F. NASON, Hon. Sec. 

(The Editor notes with much pleasure that a lady student has 
been elected to the Committee, and feels assured that this "innova-
tion" will have excellent results. Every success to the Society for 
its new year of activities.) 
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