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THE EARLY ARCHITECTURE OF 
GEELONG. 

A Paper read by Mr. G. R. King (F.) at the Institute Rooms 
on June 27th, 1922. 

T is fitting, indeed, that the Institute should provide 
a platform for the presentation of the Architec-
tural gems and triumphs that adorn our leading 
cities, and while I esteem this particular oppor-
tunity a personal privilege, I also recognise that 
Geelong is honoured in the Institute's provision 
for the presentation to the members of some of 

its Architectural works. We who are natives of Australia and have 
not had the advantage of extended travel, can hardly realise the lack 
of inspirational influence that is suffered from. Tradition is un-
known in our cities, and the tuitive value of ancient work can only 
be gained from the reflected light of photography, illustration, and 
the printed page of a Gwilt, a Ferguson, or a Banister Fletcher. To 
see and behold, is an entirely different experience. "Thine eyes 
shall see the King in His beauty" emphasises the value of knowledge 
from vision, rather than from hearsay. While we recognise, there-
fore, the deficiencies natural to a young country, we should not fail 
to appreciate the work of those early Architects who came to this 
land and brought with them a refined and cultured knowledge of 
Architecture gained in the Old-World centres, and expressed such 
in the limited opportunities afforded in the early days of colonisation. 
If, in the course of time, our cities have grown up with varied types 
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of Architecture, we should, wherever possible, discriminate between 
the good and bad, and present to the rising young Architect those 
examples where excellencies exist, and extol the good with a view 
to raising the standard of the work yet to be. 

In this connection, I desire to pay a tribute to the influence of 
a writer who was in our midst in the early nineties, and who pre- 
sented to the young Architectural student, through the columns of 
the then published "Australian Builder," some interesting notes on 
the buildings of Melbourne. I refer to the one who wrote, under 
the nom-de-plume of "The Melancholy Jacques," a series of articles 
entitled "Sermons in Stones as Preached in Melbourne," and even 
if he could not see good in everything, as did the Duke in the Forest 
of Arden, he at any rate presented some of the notable edifices of 

Melbourne in a way that made a lasting impression on my mind. 

The idea of securing a permanent record of the principal Archi-
tectural features of Geelong was crystallised into action as the result 
of a visit to Sydney last year in conjunction with a party of Gordon 
Institute Architectural pupils. We were very kindly received by 
the President of the Institute of N.S.W., Mr. Godsell, and, with 

a view to securing reciprocal action, I promised to supply that Institute 
with photographs of some representative Architecture. To-night's 

collection is the result. 
Might I digress for a moment or two, to discuss the question of 

the relationship that exists between the people's development and 
Architecture. It was the proud boast of the Roman patrician that he 
was a citizen of Rome. Conjure up, for a few moments, a vision 
of what Rome in all its grandeur meant. Rome, that in the time 
of Augustus was graced with seventy-thousand statues; Rome that, 
according to statistics found by Cardinal Mai, at one time boasted 
423 temples, 1797 palaces, 1352 fountains, thirty-one theatres, eight 
amphitheatres, eleven thermae, two capitols, eighty large gilt statues, 
3785 statues of bronze, eighty-two equestrian statues, and ten basil-
icas. Is it anything to be wondered at that a citizen of such a glorious 
city was proud of the fact? I am afraid that 'Victorian citizens 
generally are more proud of the success of an Australian Eleven, 
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and the prowess of a skilled golf player, than they are of a creation 
in marble by Sir Bertram McKennal. "The flannel fools and mud-
died oafs" that Kipling, unnecessarily, so witheringly speaks of, occupy 
altogether too much of the time and attention not only of our young 
people, but adults as well. Just as the temples of Greece, the castles 
of ancient days, and the cathedrals of the mediaeval period portray 
the spirit of the people, so does the Architecture of to-day represent 
the aims and aspirations of the people and their attitude towards life 
generally. 

The pioneers who came from far-off lands to this new country, 
brought with them ideals from the Old-World and traditions that 
had grown up in the march of civilisation. In too many instances 
they also brought a narrowness that was parochial, at any rate as 
far as Housing problems were concerned. It must be admitted, 
however, that in regard to public buildings, the ideals of solidity, 
permanence', dignity and fitness were well and faithfully embodied 
in the buildings erected by our worthy pioneers. Might I suggest 
that the history of Melbourne can very largely be read in the struc-
tures in our principal streets, and what exists in Melbourne is re-
presented in a lesser degree in the provincial centres. One cannot but 
be impressed by the fine type of buildings erected in the earlier days; 
buildings built with a purpose, and in which imitation played very 
little part. Contrast these with the gaudy developments leading up 
to, and co-existent with, the boom period of Centennial days. These 
reflections cast a pall over our judgment of national development, and 
as we reason from cause to effect we wonder whether the Architect 
is to mould public opinion, or is Architecture a reflection of public 
progress? 

The Rt. Hon. John Burns speaking in the London Guild-Hall, 
at the Town Planning Conference held under the auspices of the 
Royal Institute of British Architects in 1910, very truly stated: 
"Cities are not merely emporiums for goods, centres for commerce 
and trade; they are something more than mere cash nexus. They 
are places where utility, comfort and beauty can be, and ought to 
be, combined. The mean street produces the mean man, the tired 

[woman, 
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woman, and the unclean children. 	Environment in youth is of 

enormous influence in the personal and civic education of the future 
citizens." The Rt. Hon. speaker also pregnantly stated that "the 
wisest insurance a big city can make is to spend money in improving 
the citizens' environment." This being so, it behoves all who have 
even the slightest interest in the erection of edifices in our thorough-
fares to see to it that Architectural ideals are given effect to.. As 
"the child is father to the man," it is wise, for instance, that our 
school buildings particularly should present a reasonable example 
of fitness in this direction. The State has command of the capital, 
and scarcity of funds cannot, and should not, be pleaded by the powers 
that be. (Mr. P. M. Carew Smyth, Art Director of the Education 
Department, has favoured us with his presence this evening, and I 
am sure he is with us in these ideals Should we not, however, help 
him by a corporate act and the exercise of influence which we could 
bring to bear on the Treasurer of our State?) The schools, above 
all places, should receive our urgent attention. Contemplate for 
a moment or two as you pass them some of the structures that have 
recently been erected for technical schools, models, no doubt, in prin- 
ciples of hygiene and orientation, but sterilising in thought and taste 
for the lack of a little extra expenditure. Communistic effort in 
regard to public edifices should, no doubt, make for higher conditions 
of Architecture. Of course it is recognised that good Architecture 
requires far more than monetary allowance, but without an educated 

public conscience mediocrity and hungry utilitarianism will continue 
to rear their unsightly heads. 

Leaving these abstract meditations and reflections, let me 
approach more closely the subject of Geelong and its Architecture. 

It was in the year 1836 that two pioneers, Cowie and Stead, 

drove their flocks through Werribee onward towards what is now 

Geelong. 
In 1837, Sir Richard Bourke, Governor of New South Wales, 

visited the Port Philip District, when he named Melbourne and 

Williamstown. Subsequently he made a tour of the settlement of 
Geelong and saw what was proposed as the site of a town, between 
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the River Barwon and the Bay. This plan will subsequently be 
shown on the screen. In 1838, the Governor at Sydney proclaimed 
Geelong a township, and the sale of allotments was announced for 
February of the following year, this sale being held in Sydney 	It 
is interesting to note that fifty-three allotments were sold, the local 
buyers numbering only six. Captain Fyans, one of the earliest officers, 
secured two acres for £96. In 1841 the township had grown to 
eighty-one houses and a population of 454,  and in this year one 
of the first stone buildings of any importance was erected. Mr. Peter 
McCann, whose descendants are still associated with the stone and 
cement industry in the district, was employed as a stone cutter by 
Messrs. Miller and Thompson, two Scottish contractors who were 
centred in Melbourne. The town, from this time onward, grew 
rapidly, and in 1849 it numbered about 8000 inhabitants. 

I shall not weary you with the historic details, except to refer 
to the fact that at one period of its history Geelong's prospects of 
being the metropolis of the State were by no means remote. This may 
account in no small measure for the fine type of buildings erected 
during its early period. True, it did not expand like its sister cities, 
Ballarat and Bendigo, which were inflamed, shall I say, with the 
wealth that poured into their coffers from the rich alluvial and quartz 
areas of which they were the centres. On the contrary, Geelong 
grew up like the oak, slowly but surely, well compressed, and if 
its progress was not manifest in its mid-period of existence, there 
is no doubt about its development in later days. Contributions to 
War Loans, industrial and manufacturing activities, civic progress 
and educational effort, place it in the forefront of the provincial 
cities of Victoria, 

When one thinks of Geelong at the present time, one's thoughts 
are naturally linked up with the name, fame, and operations of Alder-
man Howard Hitchcock, O.B.E., C.M.G., and I think I can refer 
with pardonable pride to that gentleman's unbounded enthusiasm for, 
and activity in, the interests of his native city. It is only fair to 
say that he was reared in a home that was devoted to the service 
of mankind, and Geelong is literally jewelled with evidences of the 

[high 
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high ideals of citizenship of the late Mr. and Mrs. G. M. Hitch-
cock. Five times has Alderman Hitchcock been elected Mayor of 
the city, which in itself speaks volumes for the recognition by the 
people of his civic worth. 

At this stage Mr. Harvey threw upon the screen a series of slides 
on which Mr. King commented, beginning with Alderman Hitch- 
cock. 

A detailed plan of Geelong showed the original survey from 
Corio Bay to the Barwon River. It was noted that the lay-out had 
some highly interesting features. The easterly section was evidently 
designed for the residential area, while the westerly portion had a 
lay-out similar to the central portion of Melbourne. The main 
entrance to the city, leading from Melbourne and Ballarat, was, no 

doubt, originally conceived from the standpoint of an arterial business 
avenue. It was interesting to note that line-radiation points to one 
of the highest spots in Geelong, on which is erected a very handsome 
Roman Catholic Church (St. Mary's). It is visible from, all points 
of the city, and in fact from the approaches as well. Of the Bank 

of Australasia, Mr. King said, it was built in the early seventies, 
workmen thereon being paid £t per day. It will be observed that 
this building is very largely modelled, if not directly, at any 
rate from an inspirational standpoint, on the lines of the Farness 
Palace. Michael Angelo's cornice is very well represented in the 
building. It is much to be regretted that since this photograph was 
taken, the building has been outraged as the result of a decision of 
the Bank authorities to utilise the facade as a means of advertising 
the fact that it is the Bank of Australasia. A chocolate band about 
three feet wide has been painted under the window sills of the top 
storey on the two facades, on which has been lettered, in letters over 
two feet deep, the name of the Bank. I know of nothing so outrageous 
on a point of mutilation. 

It is regretted that demands upon this issue of the Journal pre-
vent fuller descriptive notes on these slides. 
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GEELONG LANDMARKS 

PHASES OF ARCHITECTURE. 

INTERESTING PHOTOGRAPHS. 

NDER the above headlines "The Geelong Advertiser" 
had an article of special interest, extracts from which 
may well supplement what appears of the paper by 
the Principal of the Gordon Institute of Technology, 
Mr. G. R. King (F.). 

Through the enthusiasm of Mr. King, the Archi-
tectural department of the Gordon Institute proposes to present 
reproductions of a series of photographs illustrative of the earlier 
outstanding buildings of Geelong to the libraries of the Institutes of 
Architects in N.S.W. and Victoria. One of our Fellows, Mr. J. 
H. Harvey, did the photographing. 

"Mr. Harvey's task was not merely that of the photographer. 
Every Architectural sense was needed for justice to be done to the 
various types of Architecture—that nicety of judgment that delineates 
the balance of void and solid, that minuteness of proportion and the 
thousand-and-one things that make for ideal construction. Certain 
types of building are seen in their natural atmosphere only in certain 
light, and therefore he has been abroad with his camera at all times 
of the day. His research and patience have been well rewarded. 

If one's task be to name the choicest example in Geelong as deter-
mined by one's appreciation of either classical or Gothic work, it is 
easy. Should the fancy incline to Gothic, the doorway of St. Mary's 
Church, Yarra Street, must be selected, but if Hellenic studies have 
led one to an appreciation of the classics, immediately the doorway 
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of the Bank of Australasia is visualised. This bank is constructed 
on the lines of the famous Farnese Palace, Rome. 

The renaissance in Architecture is well represented by the Bank 
of Victoria and the Free Library. Some quaint Gothic features are 
associated with the High Church and the Sacred Heart Convent, each 
of which present studies in excellent light and shade effects. One 
gazing on the charm in the design of the Supreme Court would 
almost imagine he was in a Neapolitan city, its serenity of appearance 
suggesting the proximity of the blue, slumbrous Mediterranean. Wan-
dering in another part of the city we see the russet glow of sunset 
on a church belfry tower, the age-old bricks of which appeal to the sense 
of sight. This is St. Paul's in a new atmosphere, but the effect is 
marred by an impudent white fence that intrudes into the harmony 

of the scheme. 
These works were carried out—almost all of them—in the fifties 

and sixties of last century. They indicate, indisputably, that the 
early pioneers had faith in the ultimate progress of the town. There 
is more than meets the eye in Joshua's words: "What mean ye by 
these stones?" For what end were these beautiful churches and 
financial institutions erected but to represent the coeval progress of 
Geelong, spiritually and materially? The pioneers chose stone as 

the medium for the expression of their Architectural thought, and 
solid, imposing edifices they certainly raised. 

It is obvious that, if we appreciate the Architectural gems now 
passed by unnoticed daily, and endeavour to emulate the spirit that 
animated the pioneers when they erected those beautiful churches and 
banks, a good purpose will be served. Mr. King might feel, then, 
that his efforts have borne good fruit. 

The Mayor (Alderman H. Hitchcock) is co-operating with the 
Gordon authorities in giving one set of photographs to the city, in 
addition to securing one for himself. The series of photographs, 
naturally, will be represented at the Institute of Technology." 

It is hoped at some future date this Journal will be able to 
similarly illustrate other provincial centres. 



MINUTES 

INUTES of General Meeting of Members held at the 
Institute Rooms, 57-9  Swanston Street, on Tuesday, 
June 27th, at 8 o'clock p.m. 

The President—Mr. K. A. Henderson, occupied 
the chair. 

Apologies were received from Messrs. Blackett and Alsop. 
The Minutes of the previous meeting were read and confirmed. 
Correspondence.— Secretary Royal Institute of British Architects 

(a) Information re Competition for Memorial at Port Said; (b) 
Information re Exhibition of Architectural Drawings in London in 
November. 

Nominations.— The President stated the Council had decided to 
nominate Sir Bertram MacKennal, A.R.A., as an Hon. Fellow, in 
recognition of his services to Art. 

Mr. Robert Davies was nominated by Mr. G. R. King, as Asso-
ciate. 

Examinations.— The President announced the results of the 
R.V.I.A. Examinations, which were as follow:—Tar Special Exam-
ination—Messrs. S. T. Parkes and C. R. Carleton. Full Examina-
tion—Messrs. Robert Davies, G. H. Hallandal, T. B. F. Gargett, 
and J. F. D. Scarborough. Professional Practice—Messrs, R. M. 
Taylor, C. L. Cummings, A. B. Smith, D. W. Gale, W. O. 
McCutcheon, A. E. Burke, B. P. Sutton. 

The President reported the Council had dealt with the following 
matters :—The proposed new Public Health Regulations had been 
reported on by the Regulations Committee, and the report sent on 
to the Commission. The Amended Articles and Scale of Fees would 
be shortly placed before the Attorney-General for signature. The 
Master Builders of Melbourne and the Suburban Master Builders 
had sent in some suggestions for the amendment of Conditions of 
Contract. These would be dealt with shortly by a Conference of 
representatives of the Institute and Master Builders. The Conditions 
of Competition for the St. Kilda Army and Navy Club and Memorial 
Hall had been drawn up by the Council and agreed to, and the 
Competition would be advertised. The R.V.I.A. Sub-Committee had 
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met in Conference with the State War Memorial Competition Com-
mittee and come to an understanding on certain points :— viz.: That 
the successful competitor receive a sum of £1000 on account if the 
work is not put in hand within six months of the award. That the 
remaining five competitors in the final competition each receive £500. 
That the fees for carrying out the work be 6 per cent. on the Archi-
tectural portion, but no fee on the Sculptural portion. 

Geelong.—Mr. G. R. King (F.) then delivered a paper on the 
Early Architecture of Geelong, and a fine collection of slides show-
ing examples were exhibited by Mr. J. H. Harvey (F.). After 

the conclusion of the paper the President thanked both Mr. King 
and Mr. Harvey. Geelong, he said, was indebted to three enthu-
siasts, Alderman Hitchcock, the Mayor, who had set such an example 
of civic spirit; Mr. King, for his indefatigable work for the city; 
and Mr. Harvey, for his choice of subjects and preparation of slides 
of the Architectural beauties of that centre. 

Mr. Peck moved a vote of thanks to Messrs. King and Harvey, 
which was seconded by Mr. Godfrey and supported by Messrs. Carew 
Smyth and Kerr. The vote was carried by acclamation. 

MINUTES. 

INUTES of General Meeting of Members, held at the 
Institute Rooms, 57-9 Swanston Street, on Tuesday, 
July 25th, at 8 o'clock p.m. 

The President—Mr. K. A. Henderson, occupied 
the chair. Apologies were received from Messrs, 

Stapley, Alsop, and Drummond. 
The Minutes of the previous meeting were read and confirmed. 

Nominations.—For Fellowship: Messrs. Ernest H. Willis (A.), 

Albion Walkeley and Thomas W. Pearce. For Associateship: Messrs. 
J. F. D. Scarborough, A. E. Burke, S. T. Parkes, G. H. Hallandal, 



Minutes 97 

T. B. F. Gargett, C. R. Carleton, C. L. Cummings, D. W. Gale, 
W. O. McCutcheon, A. B. Smith, B. P. Sutton and R. M. Taylor. 

Ballot.—A Ballot took place for the election of Mr. Robert H. 
Davies and he was unanimously elected an Associate. 

The President reported that the Council had dealt with the 
following matters during the past month :—Articles  of Association: 
These had been approved by the Chief Justice. Conditions of Con-
tract: Representatives of the Council had arranged to meet with 
representatives of the Master Builders and discuss certain altera-
tions. War Memorial Scholarship: It had been decided to make a 
beginning with the Memorial Scholarship by offering a travelling 
Scholarship next year to enable a student to visit two of the other 
States. Soldiers' Homes: A good response had been received from 
Architects willing to give their services in the erection of Soldiers' 
Homes for limbless men. R.I.B.A.: This Institute is offering to 
supply copies of their Proceedings to non-members, being members 
of Allied Societies, at 12/- per annum. 

Building Contracts and the R.V.I.A. Conditions of Contract. — 
The President then introduced the lecturer, Mr. H. N. S. Wollaston, 
who delivered a paper on Building Contracts and the R.V.I.A. Con-
ditions of Contract. In the discussion that followed, several points 
brought up were of special interest, such as the subsequent liability 
of the Contractor after final payment; the appointment of a new 
Architect during the progress of work owing to the death, or dis-
agreement with Proprietor, of the original Architect; provisions for 
extras; and the acceptance of a tender forming a Contract before the 
Conditions had been signed. 

A vote of thanks was proposed by Mr. Blackett, seconded by 
Mr. Hudson, and carried with acclamation. 

It is hoped that a very full summary of this comprehensive paper 
will appear in our next issue. 

[Four  
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THOMAS HASTINGS. 

ONGRATULATIONS to Mr. Thomas Hastings, 
of New York, on being this year's recipient of the 
Royal Gold Medal. In addition to a magnificent 
record of very able work, he has taken a very active 
interest in the Architectural education of the rising 
generation, and in other directions. Here is an ex- 

tract from one of his speeches in regard to very lofty buildings:—
"Where, I believe, we American Architects so often make a mistake 

is that we present our case as an appeal of aesthetic consideration and 
for the general appearance of a city. In my opinion, it is not a ques-
tion of art, but of sanitation and of justice and of law. Already in 
the lower part of New York, people are living and working through 
the day with artificial light. The argument that New York is on 
a narrow island is without effect when we realise that the lower and 
narrow part of New York, within a stone's throw of Broadway, is 
not rebuilt, and much of the property is only three or four stories 

high." 
And on his recent visit to London, Mr. Hastings emphasised—

"London may be thankful she is not saddled with sky-scrapers. British 
Architects should be very chary of countenancing any movement to 
materially increase the height of London's buildings. The sky-line 
of New York City may be a picturesque sight to the visitor to 
America as his steamer comes up the river to her berth at the docks, 
but close acquaintance with twenty-storey buildings soon shows one 
their drawbacks. They foster artificial light by shutting out the light 

of day. The proper circulation of fresh air throughout an area in-
fested by sky-scrapers presents an almost insurmountable problem. 
They create artificial values and destroy real ones, by crowding tens 
of thousands of workers in areas of far too limited ground space to 
allow of other than congested avenues of ingress and egress. In 

short, London would greatly regret any material change of her exist-

ing regulations in that particular." 
98 
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ARTHUR E. JOHNSON. 

In the remarkably interesting paper on "The First Half-Century 
of the R.I.B.A." Mr. J. A. Gotch said "one of the outstanding 
events of this early period was a visit, in the year 1843, of our patron, 
the Prince Consort, or Prince Albert as he was then styled, to a 
meeting of the Institute. The occasion was the distribution of prizes. 
The Soane Medallion was the first, the subject being a `Princely Pal-
ace as described by Bacon.' The winner, Mr. A. Johnson, was pre-
sented to the Prince and received the Medal from his hands. But 
who was Mr. A. Johnson? Mr. J. H. Harvey (F.), who was one of 
the pupils of this ex-President of our Institute, is very fully informing 
the parent Society as to the late Arthur Ebden Johnson, of Smith 
& Johnson, who had so extensive a practice in Melbourne. 

THE JOURNAL. 

The Secretary of the R.I.B.A. writes to our Institute as an Allied 
Society:—"It has occurred to me that many of your members who 
are not members of the R.I.B.A. might be glad to become regular 
subscribers to the R.I.B.A. Journal, if it could be supplied to them 
on terms which would just cover the actual extra cost of printing 
and postage. Apart from the matter of interest to Architects gener-
ally which is contained in the Journal, it is now the regular medium for 
giving publicity to the proceedings of the Allied Societies, and its 
wider distribution would do much to maintain interest in their work 
and to bring members into closer touch with one another. We are 
now in a position to supply the Journal (post free) to the members 
of Allied Societies for an annual subscription of 12/-." 

GREECE. 

Professor Gardner recently at the R.I.B.A. said that when the 
Greeks gave out a contract for a public building they had the speci-
fication cut in stone. A stone specification had been preserved, with 
the result that an arsenal could be erected any time with every detail 
properly prescribed. 

[Smoke 



SMOKE ABATEMENT. 

T is very gratifying to note that the authorities in Vic-
toria are moving in the highly desirable direction of 
Smoke Abatement. 

The following extracts may therefore be specially 
opportune. 

Great Britain's Minister of Health, Sir Alfred Mond, recently 
declared that "there was no reason why factories should emit black 
smoke, or any smoke. It merely showed bad management. With 
mechanical stoking, and careful watching, less smoke would be emit-
ted, and less coal would be burnt. He thought it would be an excel-
lent thing if there were more propaganda on this matter." 

A letter in "The Times" makes the suggestion that as regards 
dwelling-houses the Government should reward those persons whose 
chimneys emit no smoke, rather than punish those whose emit too 

much. 
"The Builder" reports that—Dr. C. W. Saleeby, when in New 

York three years ago, said he saw a smokeless metropolis with pure 
air, and buildings that looked as if they had just been washed. New 
York had been cursed with smoke until 1905, when the Government 
started a vigorous campaign against consumption, but realising that 
while preaching to the people it also had a great duty to perform, 
it forbade them to make dense smoke under penalty of prosecution, 
with the result that in fourteen years-1905 to 1919—the death rate 
from tuberculosis had been reduced by half, although no new measure 
had been imported except the restoration of sunlight. In comparing 
some of the cities of America and Germany with England, Dr. 
Saleeby said that in Pittsburg steps were being taken to put an end 
to the smoke nuisance, and Essen was practically dean. 
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THE ARCHITECTURAL & BUILDING 
JOURNAL OF QUEENSLAND. 

RATERNAL congratulations to the Editor, staff, and 
management, and to "the two Queensland Architects" 
on the advent of "The Architectural and Building 
Journal of Queensland," the medium of the Institute 
of Architects, Master Builders' Associations, and Art 
Society of that North-eastern State. 

A monthly journal, the first two copies are to hand, and one 
is specially pleased to see on the cover a representation of one of the 
Architectural gems that the Commonwealth may proudly boast of, 
in the ruined Gothic chapel gracing one of Brisbane's streets—designed 
by the truly great Pugin. 

The aim of the Journal is powerfully expressed in the Fore-
word. "To talk Queensland." "The time is considered opportune 
for the Architect to talk to Queenslanders, through their own Journal, 
of their ecclesiastical, commercial, and domestic requirements; for 
the Artist to take his brush and paint Queensland skies as they are, 
with their riot of crimson, purple and gold; for the Builder to rear 
heavenwards constructions made of Queensland materials; for the 
Manufacturers and Business-men to educate the purchasing community 
in the beauty, durability, and commercial value of home productions, 
and to disabuse their mind of the old fetish that only imported 
materials are possible!" Another object is "to give a comprehensive 
epitome of Craft news, especially throughout the State, to busy 
men who, like the ant and the bee, never have time either to fraternise 
or to quarrel." A recent "addition to Queensland's skyline" is to 
form an illustrated supplement each month — the two that have 
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appeared being theTown Hall in course of erection and the completed 
Government Insurance offices. 

May all aims and objects set forth, and all results that the two 
issues to hand indicate, be very fully realised and maintained. 

The Students' Corner seems specially well handled, and in the 
absence of such splendid facilities as offer in the Ateliers of sister 
cities, cannot but be of great value to students and young practitioners 
of Queensland. 	Here are two paragraphs:—"Criticise yourself a 
little more severely and the criticism of others will be much more 
easily accepted." "The outstanding feature noticed by an Australian 
student on entering upon a course at the A.A. (London) is the amount 
of attention given to design. From the very commencement some 
attempt is made at design." 

The Institute had decided on annual exhibitions of Architects' 
work—the first before the end of this year; whilst the first of mid-
day monthly lunches for members had been held, when it was reported 
"a friendly discussion took place." 

Congratulations are tendered—in the first issue—Mr. T. F. B. 
Gargett, a Queenslander, "who in passing the Associateship Exam. 
of the R.V.I.A. has claimed a prize of which he may be justly proud." 

The reviewer of this new Journal has no hesitation in stating 
that the R.V.I.A. is delighted to have Mr. Gargett upon its roll 
of members, and alongside that of one of his principals, Mr. A. H. 
Conrad; also to wish Mr. A. B. Wilson, A.R.I.B.A., a further suc-
cessful year of office as President. One is also pleased that his son, 
Mr. R. M. Wilson, B.Sc., who recently visited us, is so active in 
Institute affairs. 

It is to be regretted that vast distances prevent far more frequent 
intercourse between northern and southern colleagues, and a fuller 
personal acquaintance with each other's work. 

The Architecture of the financial and commercial houses gener-
ally in Brisbane ranks unusually high; whilst a mission church off 
George Street (I think Mary Street), a church on Red Hill, and 
the Anglican Cathedral—the latter by J. L. Pearson, of London, in 
addition to the example of Pugin's work--are probably unique 
ecclesiastically in the Commonwealth. 
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UNIVERSITY OF MELBOURNE 
 ARCHITECTURAL ATELIER. 

ESTABLISHED BY THE UNIVERSITY OF MELBOURNE 
IN CO.OPERATION WITH THE 

ROYAL VICTORIAN INSTITUTE OF ARCHITECTS. 

CONGRATULATIONS. 
T is wonderfully heartening to Australians to learn that 

a native of the sister Dominion of New Zealand, Mr. 
George Checkley, has been awarded the Henry Jarvis 

Scholarship, especially as that Scholarship went to a New 
Zealander last year. This is tenable at the British School 
at Rome for two years, being of the annual value of £250, 
and during that time there is opportunity for travel in Italy 
and Greece. Mr. Checkley is twenty-seven years of age, 
born at Akaroa, and after serving for three-and a half years 
with the New Zealand Expeditionary Force, entered the 

University of Liverpool with a Government Scholarship. 
It is much to be hoped that the suggestion of one of our Atelier 

members, Mr. Scott Williams, will at an early date be acted upon ; 
and facilities afforded for the Rome Scholarships, which are open to 
all British subjects, to be more readily competed for by those resident 
in oversea lands. 

To Mr. Checkley warmest congratulations are tendered. 

FOR IMAGINATION. 
Egerton Swartout says :—He was once decidedly of the impres-

sion that it was a waste of time to let Second Year men loose on 
a big projet for a Palace for the Reception of Sovereigns of France, 
when a couple of years later these men would be making, or tracing, 
details for butlers' pantries, but he was not so sure now. They 
do like these big projêts, and they do them surprisingly well; and the 
general knowledge of plan and design they acquire is of real value, 
and of particular value is the stimulus to the imagination. 

OUR OBJECT. 
The object of the Atelier through liaison with the other arts is 

to study respective viewpoints to mutual advantage, for one is very 
apt through the commercialism necessarily allied with Architectural 
practice to forget that an Architect's first duty to the public is as an 
artist ; and that it is only by personal touch with those whose life is 
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given to the striving to do without expectation of personal reward that 
which, in their opinion, tends to the beautification of common things, 
that can foster a spirit of love for work for its own sake. And this 
spirit is absolutely necessary for the advancement of a profession. 

ROMANCE. 
There is pathetic romance in the case of the recent winner of 

the Prize of Rome, annually awarded by the American Academy to 
enable three years in study in that city. Alfred Flogel's means of 
support were so limited that he was in danger of being turned out 
of his quarters because of his inability to pay an increased rent. He 
appealed to the court, explaining that he was working on the com-
petition for the Prize of Rome, and was absolutely unable while on 
it to pay any more rent. The magistrate ordered that he be allowed 
to remain undisturbed in his room, without any increase of rent, 
whilst on this competitive work. 

LECTURING AND A LECTURE. 
The Atelier is not the place where lecturing is generally resorted 

to, but on occasions circumstances demand a resume of a subject. Of 
course there is always a danger of a lecture becoming stodgy, especially 
when one speaks from a vast fund of knowledge and has a very limited 
time in which to express his message. 

Since our last notes the Atelier had the good fortune to secure 
a talk—the lecturer would not call it a lecture—by Mr. J. McNally, 
on Water-colour painting adaptable to our work as viewed from the 
standpoint of the painter-artist, and rarely has it been the good for-
tune of young Architects to listen to a lecture so witty and amusing, 
and yet so full of seriousness. Speaking entirely without notes, and 
with the aid of an exhibition of water-colour renderings of Austra-
lian work, in most happy manner, he had his audience thoroughly 
with him. Elements of theory being handled, the history of .water-
colour in Australia was dealt with from the work of Gilbert Day, 
the official artist to Captain Cook, dated 1793, records of which may 
be seen at Federal Parliament House; while examples referred to 
of other artists are in our National Gallery. Of his contemporaries, 
Mr. McNally gave many anecdotes; in one stressing the use of colour, 
and in another restraint on the size of the palette, while in a third 
it was the portrayal of nature. 

In conclusion, special emphasis was laid upon the value of 
THE SUPREMACY OF SIMPLICITY. 



OUR EXCHANGES. 

Melbourne Public Library.— The South African Architectural 
Journal, "Building," in its June issue devotes space to a description 
with sketch plans, of the Melbourne Public Library and allied pic-
ture galleries and museum. The article closes—"In Melbourne, one 
is especially struck with the great vision of its founders in the future 
greatness of the coming nation." 

Buenos Aires.—The illustrations in Revista de Arquitectura- 
our exchange from Buenos Aires—for May are well worth close 
study. One wishes he could read the letterpress, and is reminded 
of a remark he once overheard in an audience where the lecture was 
in a foreign tongue,—"Well, the pictures shown on the screen are 
in English! !" 

New Zealand.—The current journal of the N.Z. Institute of 
Architects has, as supplement, the Register of Members. These are 
grouped into District Branches, and both Fellows and Associates 
in "practice" and "not in practice" are in separate lists. The Dominion 
has its Architects' Act of 1913, and commenting on a recent amend-
ment thereto a paragraph says "it is abundantly clear that some men 
regard it much more essential to become registered than to become 
proficient so as to justify this measure of recognition accorded by the 
N.Z. Government." 

The Institute's provision for legal assistance to and professional 

defence of members seems very comprehensive. 
Control.—Sir Reginald Blomfield, R.A., has been contributing a 

series of stimulating articles to the "Morning Post" on "Modern 
Architecture." As the "Builder" puts it, he thinks a city would vastly 
gain in beauty and dignity by a control of new buildings which would 
prevent one building owner fighting against another for conspicuous 
effect. 
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HONG THE BYE-PATHS. 

Except Agriculture.—"Architecture engages the services of a 
larger portion of the community, and involves greater outlays of money 
than any other occupation, except agriculture. Every one at some 
point comes in contact with the work of an Architect." 

London County Council Hall.— On July 17th, His Majesty the 
King opened the L.C.C. Hall, of which His Majesty had laid the 
foundation stone in 1912. One wing remains to be built, and the 
final cost is estimated at about £4,000,000. As will be remembered, 
this vast structure was the subject of an open competition on specially 
satisfactory lines, and was won by Mr. Ralph Knott at the age of 
twenty-eight. His power in design owes much to the "Building 
News" Designing Club, in which ten years previously, at the age 
of eighteen, he secured the second prize of five guineas on the year's 
work. 

State Architect.—Mr. S. C. Brittingham, A.R.I.B.A., and a 
Fellow of this Institute for many years, has resigned his position as 
Chief Architect of the Department of Public Works for Victoria, 
and has gone into private practice. Entering the Civil Service in 1875 
as a young Victorian, he reached the summit of the Works Branch 
in 1915, so that for the past seven years Mr. Brittingham has been 
responsible for a large number of buildings throughout the State. He 
has best wishes for his future. 
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Architecturai Scholarship.—The Institute anticipates the comple-
tion of arrangements for the War Memorial Scholarship next year, 
so that any members—Fellows or Associates—who have not yet sub-
scribed, and are desirous of having the honour of personally sharing 
in this laudable matter are asked to communicate with the Honorary 
Secretary at earliest. 

Plan! Plan!—"The Architect" (London) says:—"If the Archi-
tectural Room of the Royal Academy is to be considered as a place 
to show what buildings are, it would be more to the purpose if plans 
of designs shown were insisted on, since the Architect's plan governs, 
or should govern, the elevational and sectional design of buildings." 
Said the Director of a large commercial firm in Melbourne recently 
to the Editor—"Do you know anything of 	 for we have seen 

fit to change our Architect?" "Oh! yes, his buildings are among 
those that have the best Architectural frontages in the city." "Oh! 
it was not for the sake of a frontage we went to him, but because 
he was recommended as one who could plan well and was well versed 
in the City Council requirements." 

Exhibits.—The British Architectural Exhibits in this year's Salon 
which stood highest in French eyes, were by Sir J. Burnet, R.A., 
and Mr. J. W. Simpson, and to both gold medals were awarded. 

Reinforced Concrete.—"The Building News" reviews what is 
evidently as valuable contribution to the text-books on reinforced con-
crete. This is by Harrington Hudson. In a Foreword by the Presi-
dent of the Concrete Institute, he states—"Now and again one comes 
across a book which marks a milestone on the high road of progress." 
Here are some of the reviewer's sentences:—"Mr. Hudson's inves-
tigations have shown that the assumptions hitherto made by many 
designers with regard to the position of points of contrafiexure in 
pillars lead to inaccuracies far greater than many imagine, and it 
is certainly desirable that these unnecessary and unreliable assumptions 
should be abandoned. By the method described the formulæ evolved 
are comparatively simple. Charts and diagrams given are useful 
time-saving devices." 

["The 
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"The question of time of removal of forms and centering is 
treated on more scientific lines than those usually trusted to. The 
treatment advised aims at determining the minimum safe period in 
each particular case. The curves on which the whole treatment is 
based are acknowledged as due to the Director of the United States 
Engineering Experiment Station. By the introduction of the ratio 
of weights on the vertical scale of the curves the treatment is placed 
on a wider and more useful basis for practical purposes than hitherto." 
"We are glad to note the condemnation of the old, but not obsolete, 
method of determining voids in a fine or coarse inert material by 
measuring the quantity of water required to fill the voids, and the 
very clear and pertinent reasons given." "Throughout the book the 
new standard notation of the Concrete Institute is used." 

Nightmares.—"The Architect" (London) in an issue not long 
since, had an unusually suggestive editorial on "Nightmares." Inter 
alma, it stated :—Now the medical student does not—like his comrade 
in the world of art—concentrate his attention on the contemplation 
of perfection, but, leaving that to the sculptor and painter, dwells 
on the problem of disease, and among his hi greatest joys is the investi- 
gation 	

l 
gation of the worst afflictions to which humanity is prone. May it 
not be argued that the Architectural student should follow 'a similar a ,. 
course, and might he not gain more from a close study of Archi-
tectural disease than he does from living in the hallowed atmosphere 
of the greatest monuments of history. 

We may arrive at a definition of virtue and vice by studying 
either, and is it not possible that in all fields of thought it is some- 
times well to adjust our views by considering not only what is, but 
also what is not? 

As the proper study of mankind is man and not good men alone, 
so our proper study is building and not good building alone, and it is 
only mental laziness which leads us to restrict the extent of our 
survey. 



VICTORIAN ARCHITECTURAL 
STUDENTS' SOCIETY. 

OR some time the Students' Society has been trying to form 
a Debating Club, but so far has met with little, or no, 
success. 

A DEBATE. 
With the Debating Club in mind a Debate was 

arranged for the General Meeting held on 26th June 
last. There was little response, the meeting even fail-
ing to form a quorum, but those who attended the meet-
ing felt that they had spent a pleasant evening, which 
was also beneficial, inasmuch as they had heard a debate 

on Kiln versus Natural Seasoning of Timber. The leader for the 
Kiln side was Mr. H. V. Taylor and he was supported by Messrs. 
Hopkins and Henderson, and the leader for the Natural side was 
Mr. R. Latimer, supported by Messrs. Smith and Carolin. The 
leaders spoke for ten minutes each and the supporters five minutes 
each. Mr. Liebert, the adjudicator, who brought an open mind on 

the subject, decided in favour of the Kiln side; also, he criticised the 
speeches and generally gave much valuable advice on debating. In 
spite of the poor attendance, those who took part are determined to 
have more debates. 

A LECTURE. 

In July, Mr. A. G. Stephenson, A.R.I.B.A., delivered a lecture 
entitled "The Development of Early Italian Renaissance." There 
was a fairly good attendance at this meeting. Mr. Stephenson dealt 
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with his subject in an interesting manner and gave some anecdotes in 
the lives of Brunelleschi and others. The lecture was continued at 
the August meeting and was illustrated with many very fine lantern 
slides depicting Ghiberti's bronze gates for the Baptistry at Florence, 
Brunelleschi's Dome at Florence Cathedral, Pitti Palace by Brunell-
eschi, and lots of others of much interest to students of Architecture. 
These lectures are of very great benefit to students, and it is hoped to 

have more of them in the near future. 
During the past few months many new members have been 

elected. 
SUGGESTIONS INVITED. 

It has been found that Tuesday evenings—the nights on which 
the V.A.S.S. used to hold its meetings clashed with Atelier meetings, 
and so that night has been dropped in favour of Monday or Wednes-
day, and with the result that better attendances have been secured; 
though neither of these nights is ideal, for both clash with Technical 
School Classes. Suggestions on this matter will be welcomed. 

—L. C. HOPKINS. 

[The power of ready forceful speech before a company of one's 
fellows is a highly valuable acquisition to any man ; and, though this 
is a truism, is desirable to be occasionally reiterated. 

Possibly the day will dawn when every college will include train-
ing in this direction—it is surprising that it has been so long delayed. 
It is specially gratifying that this subject is alert in the V.A.S.S. 
ranks, since the experience of life shows that the feeling of "big head," 
"weak knees," and "stage fright" has seriously handicapped many a 
capable Architect, whilst many know that power to say the obvious 
thing, well phrased and in simple, arresting way before an audience 
—say a Board of Directors—has greatly aided progress. 

Of course a stock of material, ability to plan it, and rendering 
are necessary in successful debate. The V.A.S.S. shows it has all 
these requisites, and, in addition, much promise of success. Every 
member should certainly be determined that the Debating Club will 
have his (and her) support, and in giving support, much valuable 
training will be acquired.)—Editor. 
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