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THE NEW ROYAL ACADEMICIAN. 

AND HIS MAGNUM OPUS. 

LL Architects cannot but feel gratified that Mr. Giles 
Gilbert Scott, Architect of Liverpool Cathedral, who 
was made an Associate of the Royal Academy some four 
years ago, while he was doing war service with the 
Royal Marine Engineers, has been recently elected to 

the vacancy in the ranks of "The Forty." 
In such an instance one must do more than express heartiest 

congratulations to this new recipient of highest honour. 
Second son (the eldest being a doctor) of George Gilbert Scott, 

who was the eldest' son of Sir Gilbert Scott, he was born in October, 
188o—two years after the death of his grandfather. During his 
boyhood he lost his father, who had done some very brilliant work, 
notably the Church of St. Agnes, Kennington Park. 

Educated at Beaumont College, Windsor, Scott had direct 
introduction to forceful Gothic in buildings designed by Bentley, while 
there was the sight of large scale massing in the exterior of Windsor 
Castle. Articled to Temple Moore, who was a pupil of, and after-
wards assistant to, his (Scott's) father he became much impressed 
with the charm of breadth which so characterised Moore's ecclesias-
tical work. In common with enthusiastic Architectural students in 
London at that period, he was specially interested in Bentley's new 
cathedral, then being built in Westminster. Further, there was the 
capable work being done by his uncle, John O. 

Some study was done in France, where in addition to Gothic, 
the novel little Romanesque Church at Tournus (that so influenced 
his magnum opus) specially appealed to him. 

[Early 



'Ube 'Flew 1topal Rcaòemfcían. 	 60 

Early in the last year of his articles the Liverpool competition 
was announced, but it was not until seeing the conditions that he 
gave the matter any thought. Thereupon he asked his principal as 
to putting in his evenings at a design for the Cathedral, and the 
reply was:—"Do so, by all means, an actual competition at that 
stage in your career will be splendid practice." The competition was 
in two parts, and without any assistance he managed the preliminary 
drawings by working in the evenings and early mornings, and having 
very occasionally a somewhat shorter day at the office. He did not 
think it worth while to spend 'any money over the matter, in fact he 
had then no money to spend. His mind had wavered between Gothic 
and another style for the design, though he felt that he knew more 
of Gothic; still, when the design was completed he did not altogether 
care for it, and hardly thought it worth while sending in. That 
preliminary set of drawings, their author' once showed me, and there 
in all essentials I saw the outstanding features of the ultimately 
successful design. Having, however, in addition to the intense thought 
and penetrative insight involved in designing, the task of the entire 
draftsmanship, naturally the rendering of some ideas lacked complete-
ness. Yet all that was represented was certainly business like. 

Eighty-five British and seventeen Architects from abroad sub-
mitted designs or samples of their work (either was permissible), 
and from these five were selected for the final contest. "The pre-
eminent claim of these five" the assessors, G .F. Bodley and Norman 
Shaw, stated, "consisted in the drawings showing the designers to 
be capable men, giving evidence of considerable knowledge of old 
work, great care in design and originality of a sound and practical 
nature." Being one of the five to thus be entitled to 30o guineas, 
Scott threw himself to the utmost into the contest—his articles had 
expired—and engaged the best possible assistance; and those drawings, 
which I have also been privileged to see, were masterpieces, the 
exquisiteness of which I had but faintly gathered from their repro-
ductions in they professional papers. 

The sequel is well known, that before the age of twenty-three, 
Giles Gilbert Scott's work was adjudged best in its "originality of 
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conception, stateliness of proportions, and practicability of arrange-
ment" for the future Liverpool Cathedral. 

In the opinion of many of the ablest Architects of twenty years 
ago Gothic Architecture was then practically worked out, one going 
so far as to affirm that "Gothic Architecture is an impossibility. If 
Gothic is adopted for Liverpool Cathedral we can but have a mere 
reproduction of some old building ;" yet, according to Professor Simp-
son, "the accepted design for Liverpool Cathedral Was stamped by 
an originality without a trace of affectation, rarely met with in modern 
Architecture." 

Writing not long after that initial effort had met with such 
success, Scott said :—"Now that I am able to give more time to think 
out the various parts of the design, I have been able to improve it 
in many ways. I suppose no one ever reached his ideal, I am very 
far from my ideal of a Cathedral," hence one was not altogether 
unprepared for some changes in the design during the progress of the 
work, and certain of these have been radical regarding both plan 
and elevation. 

Through the courtesy of the Architect I once spent awhile on the 
works, and quite agree with an article in the London "Times" that 
"the main appeal of the Cathedral will be in the bold handling of 
the masses, in its grandeur of proportion, and in the broad effects 
of light and shade that it will afford. For it is the scale of this 
building that will surely be its ultimate glory—not simply because it is 
big, but because the scale, allied with breadth and simplicity of 
treatment, seems to afford the happiest medium for the successful 
expression of this modern transfiguration of the Gothic spirit." 
Bertram' Goodhue, of New York, recently expressed his opinion after 
visiting Liverpool, "that of the many lovely Gothic Churches in 
England, no modern, and but few ancient, approached the dignity 
and wonder and loveliness of the new Cathedral." 

In addition to the duties involved in this immense structure, 
destined to exceed in dimensions all other Cathedrals in Great Britain 
(requiring practically the area of a Melbourne block), Scott has 
effected at Chester Cathedral some restoration, and added a Regimen- 

[tal 
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tal Memorial Chapel, also carried out some half-dozen churches, and 
several War Memorials. At present he has a commission to plan 
a Cathedral at Cairo. 

In this year's Academy he has two War Memorials, one in con-
junction with his brother, Adrian, for Beaumont College where they 
were educated. This youngest brother also early showed much Archi-
tectural ability, and has been of very valuable assistance to the elder. 
In current "Building" there is a bit of detail of a London house they 
altered together, and it may be remembered that Adrian Scott's name 
first appeared as author of a preliminary design which revealed much 
promise, for the London County Council Hall. 

The new R.A. has held office as President of the Architectural 
Association (of which he was a student), and during a year was 
on the Council of the R.I.B.A. For some time he has been reader 
of Ecclesiastical Architecture at the School of Architecture, Liverpool 
University. 

The story of the career of Giles Gilbert Scott, who is not yet 
forty-two years of age, is indeed the Architectural romance of the 
present half-century. A deeply religious background of ancestry for 
several generations, plus intense ardour for Architecture in two, link-
ing past devotion to strenuous study to his own painstaking qualities, 
has, without doubt, found remarkable f ruit in the life under review. 
And that f ruit, Architecturally, is far removed from being a replica 
of either that of grandfather, father, uncle, or principal—the two 
latter being fellow competitors in the Liverpool contest. 

And this career, more than incidentally, furnishes powerful illus-
tration of the value of public competition under conditions giving 
a large measure of freedom, and controlled by highly qualified assessor-
ship; and in another important direction how easily the music-of-those-
who-would-begin may be encouraged by the unassuming expression of 
kindly thought on the part of those qualified to be of service to lofty 
aspiration. In the early story of Liverpool Cathedral, in particular 
the names of Temple Moore and G. F. Bodley must never be for-
gotten. 

Summarised, the "Builder" may well state:—"The new R.A. has 
already shown that English Architecture is a living force and that 
our fine inheritance from the Middle Ages is still alive." 



THE WORK AND AIMS OF THE 
ELECTRICITY COMMISSION. 

Delivered by Sir John Monash (Hon. Fellow) Chairman of the 
Electricity Commission, at the Institute Rooms, May 3oth, 1922. 

URING the course of his remarks, Sir John Monash out- 
lined the directions in which the sums allocated by the 
Government of Victoria were being spent, emphasising 
that the objective was electricity for all purposes through- 
out the State. 	The work involved steps towards co- 
ordinating existing services. In Melbourne and suburbs 

there were seventeen undertakings, including four large generating 
concerns; and difference in voltage frequency and phase had been so 
inconvenient that standardisation had become imperative. 	Break- 
downs in electric currency at individual power houses had taught 
valuable lessons. For instance, it had been, arranged that big power 
houses should be electrically knit, so that if a breakdown occurred 
in one, relief could be given from another power house without 
delay. 

[Owing 
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Owing to the difficulties in obtaining supplies from abroad during 
the war years, Victoria had become considerably under-electrified ; for 
instance, the average amount of current used in Melbourne at present 
would be only about one-fifth that used in a city of the United States 
with approximately the same population. 

He was strongly desirous of removing a misconception that the 
scheme of the Commissioners was of a parochial character, the mandate 
they possessed was not confined to any locality, nor was it to any 
source of supply. Organisation and standardisation were;great factors 
in the scheme, and in his opinion it was highly desirable fort the State 
to have control of the supply of electricity. A fact to remember was 
that a very indifferent load factor existed in Melbourne, 4o per cent., 
but a scheme had to be sufficiently large to produce too per cent., 
though customers using only 40 per cent. would only pay for that 
amount. 

After reviewing the investigations taken by the Commission as 
to sources of power, notably Wonthaggi coal, brown coal, and water 
power; and stating the main reasons why the decision was in favour 
of brown coal, viz.:—that Wonthaggi was unable to supply one-
third of the power required by the Railway Department alone, and 
that water power under the conditions ruling in Victoria would be 
not only a very costly, but a very uncertain undertaking, the speaker 
went into considerable detail regarding brown coal. When that 
coal occurred at great depths its value depreciated, but thousands of 
bores, struck about eighty-two miles east of Melbourne, showed enor-
mous quantities in "open cut" areas, which were not subterranean 
deposits. 	Morwell contained about thirty square miles, East 
Traralgon twenty-five, and Welshpool about thirty, all justifying 
"open cut" methods. There were also extensive deposits at Altona, 
Winchelsea, and Lal Lal. 

There were special reasons, such as accessibility of fuel and water 
why a commencement had been made at Yallourn, near Morwell, 
and the square mile of country on which the Morwell power house 
was to be erected had a supply of brown coal estimated to meet 
requirements for 550  years. A second powers house was being erected 
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at Newport, and these would he, linked at a terminal station at Yarra-
ville. 

While he could not go so far as to say that the Sugar Loaf 
hydro-electric scheme would be decided upon, he could say that as 
a result of the investigations up to the present, the scheme was looking 
exceedingly promising. 

The main transmission line from Morwell to Newport, costing 
about £600,000, would consist of galvanised steel towers moo feet 
apart, with six lines of steel wire covered with aluminium, this wire 
being considered more suitable and less costly than copper. 

Sir John Monash also gave in very full detail the provisions that 
had been made for mining the coal, also for briquetting, brown coal 
being inferior as a fuel because of the presence of so much moisture. 
However, the Morwell coal at the mine had a heating efficiency of 
4,000 British trade units per pound, about half the capacity of New-
castle coal. He had great hopes that briquetted coal would be sold 
in Melbourne at less than half the cost of the necessary firewood 
to produce the same heat. 

Numerous lantern slides illustrated the nature of the works in 
hand, the plans adopted for the new township of Yallourn, types of 
cottages, and also diagrams showing the technicalities of electricity. 

[Minutes 



MINUTES 

INUTES of General Meeting of Members, held at 
the Institute Rooms, 57-9 Swanston Street, on Tues-
day, May 3oth, at 8 o'clock p.m. 

The President.— Mr. K. A. Henderson, occu-
pied the chair, and there was !a large attendance of 

members and visitors. 
On the motion of Mr. Hudson, seconded by Mr. Gawler, the 

Minutes of the previous meeting, having been published in the Pro-
ceedings, were taken as read and adopted. 

Apologies were received from His Excellency the State Governor, 
the Minister of Public Works, the Lord Mayor, Aldermen Burton 
and Cabena, and Mr. W. Lucas. 

Correspondence.—(a) Master Builders' Association of Mel-
bourne, stating that the above Association and the Suburban Master 
Builders' Association had agreed to adopt the following resolution 
which had been in force for the last 12 months:—"That Quantities 
he supplied for all residential work the cost of which 'exceeds £3000, 
and for all work other than residential for which the cost exceeds 
£5000, with a proviso in each instance that the matter come up for 
revision in 12 months." The President stated the Council of the 
Institute had also agreed to it. (b) Master Builders' Association 
of Melbourne, suggesting certain alterations to the Conditions of 
Contract. This was referred to the Regulations Committee for report. 
(c) Mr. V. B. Trapp, forwarding photo. of the Honor Board of the 
V.A.S.S., and offering copies to members desiring them. 

The President reported that the Council had dealt with the fol-
lowing matters :—Public Health Regulations.—A letter had been 
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sent to the Minister asking for the appointment of a representative 
on the Board. National War Memorial.—Conditions of Compe-
tition were being dealt with by the Memorial Committee. 
Municipal. Regulations with reference to Dangerous Build-
ings. — A deputation of representatives of the Chamber of 
Commerce, the City Council, and the Institute of Archi-
tects had been received by the Minister of Public Works and 
he had promised that a Board of Appeal would be appointed. Chair 
of Architecture.—A letter had been sent to the Minister asking for 
an opportunity to further push this matter. Spencer Street Station. 
—It was intended to approach the Minister of Railways on this 
matter. 

The State Electricity Scheme. —The President then introduced the 
Lecturer, Sir John Monash, who delivered a most able and interest-
ing description of the works and aims of the Electricity Commission, 
and showed numerous lantern slides of the works at Yallourn. 

Before delivering the address, Sir John Monash took the oppor-
tunity of thanking the Institute for' the 'honour done him by electing 
him an Hon. Fellow of the Institute. 

A vote of thanks was moved by Mr. Blackett, seconded by Mr. 
H. W. Tompkins, and supported by Sir David Hennessy, also by 
Mr. G. R. King (of Geelong). It was carried with acclamation, 
and responded to by Sir John Monash. 



THE R.V.I.A. SPECIAL EXAMINATION 
MAY, 1922. 

FOR MEMBERS OF HIS MAJESTY'S FORCES 
WHO HAD SERVED IN THE GREAT WAR. 

SUBJECT FOR DESIGN. 

A COUNTRY CLUB HOUSE. 

A Country Club House for Men on the shore of a lake. To 
be in approximate position as shown on accompanying sketch. 

Materials: At option of Candidate. 
accommodation: Lounge Hall, Cloak room and lavatories, 

Smoking room, small Bar, Billiard room, Writing room, Ball room, 
Dining room, Verandahs and Loggias. Necessary Kitchen offices, 
about 25 Bedrooms, Bathroom accommodation, ten Servants' Bed-
rooms, Servants' Hall, Bathroom, etc., together with all necessary 
sanitary accommodation and smaller offices. 

Drawings Required: Plan of each floor, one section and two 
elevations to a scale of eight feet to one inch. Block Plan of site 
to a scale of 32 feet to one inch. 

Indicate on Block Plan your ideas for laying out the grounds, 
showing positions in which you would place garage and stables, boat-
house and landing stages, and give general scheme of garden. 

Specification: Specify Bricklayer, Carpenter and Joiner. 

Messrs. C. R. Carleton and S. T. Parkes have successfully passed 
this Examination. 



THE
T

HE R.V.I.A. ANNUAL EXAMINATION 
MAY, 1922 

HISTORY AND CHARACTERISTICS OF THE 
STYLES OF ARCHITECTURE. 

All questions are to be illustrated by clear free-hand sketches. 

The Candidate must attempt questions Nos. 2 and 9, and not 
more than sixf questions in all. 

1. Describe briefly the principles of Greek Temple design, and 
its development. 

2. Write a short essay on the characteristics of Roman monu-
mental and domestic planning, and illustrate your answer by 
sketches of the Baths of Caracalla and one typical Roman 
villa. 

3. Contrast the main principles of Byzantine and Romanesque 
plan. 

q,. Describe the development of Vaulting and its influence on 
Gothic Architecture. 

5. Sketch the leading characteristics, and give a short account, 
of three of the following buildings:— 

Palazzo Ricardi. 
S. Maria della Salute. 
'Villa del Capra. 
Chateau . de Blois. 
St. Martin's in the Field. 

6. State what you know of five of the following men and their 
main works: — 

Brunelleschi. 
Michael Angelo. 
Jules Mansard. 
Inigo Jones. 
Robert Adam. 
Cockerell. 
Charles Platt. 

[7. Explain 
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7. Explain the meaning of the following, and illustrate with 
clear sketches:- 

Squinch Arch. 	Lierne Vault. 
Anthemion. 	 Gargoyle. 
Chevet. 	 Narthex. 
Cupola,. 	 Sedilia. 

8. Describe and illustrate the construction of the Domes of 
the following buildings:— 

Florentine Cathedral. 
St. Peter's, Rome. 
The Baptistery, Pisa. 
St. Paul's Cathedral. 

9. As to the accompanying photographs numbered t to 3 state 
what you can of the styles, dates and particulars of the 
buildings illustrated. 

MOULDINGS, FEATURES, AND ORNAMENT. 
MOULDINGS. 

z. Draw to . inch scale the corner elevation of the entabla-
ture and column of the Roman Doric Order, showing 
method of setting out the entasis. 

2. Sketch four typically Norman mouldings and the ball 
flower, also sections through Norman, Early English, 
Decorated and Perpendicular cap, column, door and window 
mouldings. 

3. Describe the characteristic features and distinctive motifs 
used in any two of the following buildings :-

Woolworth. 
London County Council Offices. 
Westminster Cathedral. 

FE4 T URES. 
4. Explain fully, and illustrate by sketches, the main features of 

the Louis XIV. period in France; and the characteristic 
features developed by the Adam Bros. in England. 

5. Of what period' were :- 
Baldassare Longhena, 
Bernini. 

Sketch the distinctive features that characterised the style 
of which they were leading exponents. 



Ube 1R.11).1I.B. annua( Examination. 	 71 

6. Explain briefly the development of English and French 
vaulting, and the differences where they occur. Sketch in 
plan and perspective the different types of vaulting used in 
English Churches. 

ORNAMENT. 
7. Sketch clearly two distinct types of Greek and of Roman 

Ornament, and state where they are applied. 
8. Sketch a sedilia in the Decorated period and a Perpendicular 

tabernacle. 
9. Describe the use and application for sgraffito as used in 

modern decoration. 

NOTE.—Two questions under each heading must be attempted. 

GEOMETRICAL DRAWING AND PERSPECTIVE. 

Take your time. All construction lines used must be clearly shown. 
Finished results are desired, but a careful correct method of work 
without completely finished results will count. 

GEOMETRICAL DRAWING. 
Four questions must be attempted. 
t. (a) Draw an ellipse having a major diameter of 4/ inches 

and a minor diameter of 21 inches. Use the exact method. 
(b) Using the same diameters, draw an ellipse by circular 
arcs. 

2. The figure shows the plan of the intersection of two cylin-
ders of equal diameter at right angles. 'Draw the develop-
ment of the cylindrical part AB CD to full size scale. 

3. Draw the shaft of an Ionic Column 12 feet high and show 
method of setting out entasis according to Vignola's method 
of diminution. Scale 	inch—r foot. 

4. Construct a parabola the hase being 34 inches, the 'abscissa 
being 4 inches. 

3. Point A is the centre of a circle with radius of r i inches. 
B C is a straight line at given distance from A, and D E 
radius of the required scale. 
Find the point which shall be the centre of a circle of the 
Radius D E which shall touch the given circle A and the 
straight line B C. 

(Perspective 
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PERSPECTIVE. 
i. (a) Define perspective. Cultivate briefness and use sketch 

diagrams. 
(b) Give the characteristics, advantages and disadvantages 
of :— 

a. Isometric Perspective. 
b. Radial, Angular or Regular Perspective. 
c. Parallel Perspective. 

(c) What one factor distinguishes a "bird's eye" from other 
perspective representations. What type of subject can this 
best be adapted to and why? 

2. The figure shows plan and elevation of a circular disc pierced 
by a square opening. Draw in perspective one side of the 
square opening, to be inclined at an angle of 30 deg. to 
the picture plane, and the edge of the disc to stand i inch 
behind the picture plane. The eye to be 3 inches in front 
of picture plane and 4 inches above the ground. Scale full 
size. 

3. The accompanying prints are from drawings of the Perre-
gaux Monument in the Cemetery of Pere Lachaise, Paris. 
Set up in perspective, choosing your own view point. Both 
vanishing points will be required to fall within the limit 
of your paper, and you will save much time if you make 
certain of this in your trial locations of the view point. 
Sketch in suitable surroundings. 

4. Define the following, and give sketch diagrams :- 
a. The Picture Plane. 
b. The Principal Visual Ray. 
c. The Station Point. 

(To be,  Continued). 

Messrs. R. Davies, G. H. Hallandal, J. F. D. Scarborough, and 
T. B. F. Gargett have successfully passed this Examination ; also 
Messrs. A. E. Burke, C. L. Cummings, D. W. Gale, W. O. 
McCutcheon, A. B. Smith, B. P. Sutton, and R. M. Taylor, Pro-

fessional Practice. 



FLATS IN AUSTRALIA. 

A paper read by Mr. J. H. Wardrop (A.) before the Institute 
on April 24th, 1922. 

T the outset Mr. Wardrop stated that he was not posing 
as an authority on Flats, though confident that one 
was doing service to others as well as to himself in 
introducing the subject, because to learn most surely and 
most quickly a case must be stated before it can be cor-
rected, confirmed or enlarged upon by those who have 
the knowledge and experience. 

The subject may be grouped roughly under two 
headings, viz.:— (a) Reasons for the existence of Flats 
and an attempt at justification; (b) Design and type of 

Flats. 
Some attempt at justification appears to be necessary, because 

Flats are condemned by those who maintain the slogan,—"For Every 
Man His Own Home." Nov "Home" in its common acceptance 
means a separate dwelling, but in my opinion a Flat need be scarcely 
less a home than is a separate house. If this is a correct assumption, 
then the only points at issue are the separate home unit as against 
the groupings of the units and the question of ownership. 

From this grouping of units certain advantages follow; a few 
of the most obvious of which I have noted, and which are, in the 

[main 
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main, the fruits of co-operation. For instance, take the average 
modern cottage.IThe Living Room, Bedroom, Bathroom, and Kitchen 
may be taken as essential to the individual continuously, but the 
Laundry, Yard, hot-water service, etc., are on a different basis. In 
every cottage the Laundry Room is used usually only one or two 
days a week, lying unused for the remainder, thus representing 6o 
per cent. idle capital, and therefore positive loss unless the interest 
is charged to the tenant, as of course it would be. In each Flat 

corresponding in accommodation with the cottage mentioned, a Living 
Room, Bedroom, Bathroom, and Kitchenette would be provided, but 
only one Laundry to three Flats; meaning to each Flat the use of 
the Laundry for two days in each week, so being fully used. 

Again, the cottage before mentioned, representing the smallest 
acceptable home unit, and therefore the most economical, will always 
be economical of land and consequently provided with but mean yard 
space. In the Flat, however, these several spaces are combined and 
give a decent breathing space. Of course the common yard would 
not suit all temperaments, and the individual who regards an 
"Englishman's Home as His Castle" will always want his own back 
yard. I confess I sympathise to a certain extent with this point of 

view. 
Further, the cottage of three or four rooms cannot, as a rule, 

carry a hot-water service, but a Flat of the same size of one, of say 
a group of six, can probably provide a return on its share of the 
cost of installing and maintaining a hot-water service. Then there 
are distinct advantages in the provision of service as a part of the 
lease. Possibilities of co-operation, in fact, are endless. 

Then it must be admitted, some men are not fitted tempera- 
mentally to run their own isolated establishments, and others do not 
want it. These are the people who wish to live in the city, or as 
near its heart as possible; and there are those who must live close 
to their employment. Also a home, whilst primarily a home, must, 
to be satisfying, to most people, be a sound business proposition. If 
so, how much more must it be for the man building for investment, 
or, in other words, homes for others? Now bearing this in mind, 
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also the want to live as close to the heart of the city as possible, 
where, naturally, building land is very expensive; a single home would 
never show a return on the value of the land, except on an exor-
bitantly high rental. And so the Flat becomes the natural solution 
to a certain problem which cannot be ignored and which is quite 
apart from the question of ownership. Another reason for Flats is 
the difficulty in obtaining household help. 

The extreme variation of types of Flats obtaining in England 
and the Continent, ranging from the tenement building with exposed 
colored brick walls internally and external staircases, to the Maison 
de Luxe, should not obtain here, where the Flat I have already 
outlined should be the minimum. In London Flat buildings have 
been erected by the Municipality as a cure of the slum evil with a 
certain amount of success. 

My intention is not to justify the Flat at the expense of the 
cottage, but to point out that the Flat solves a pressing problem that 
the separate house cannot meet; and, further, that. the Flat is a 
better proposition to a certain section of the public. and need not be 
destructive of home life, though a certain type of Flat may be so. 
I refer to those providing public restaurants, and no facilities for 
cooking other than light breakfasts or supper, Bed-Sitting Rooms 
(than which to my mind there is no greater factor tending to drive 
people outside for their social enjoyments), and Bathrooms and 
Lounges common to all. And yet that Flat meets a legitimate demand 
and satisfies a certain type of man and wife. 

If the opponents of Flats accept the possibility of a properly 
designed Flat constituting a real home, they may point out the objection 
that they discourage personal ownership. This is true. To obviate this 
and other disadvantages it has been suggested that groups of persons 
desiring Flats for any of several reasons should co-operate as a syn-
dicate in building Flats for themselves, each occupying his own Flat. 
There is a good deal in the idea from the tenants' point of view, but 
which would be the worse from the Architect's point of view—the 
annoying limitations of economic consideration, or the problems of 
co-ordinating the individual wants and tastes of, say half-a-dozen co- 

[operative 
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operative Flat dwellers. It all comes back evidentally to that most 
upsetting factor in all utopian schemes, viz.—Human Nature. 

As far as the actual designing of Flats is concerned, an important 
factor is the social condition and habits of the prospective inhabitants. 
Throughout this paper the type considered has been the small Flat, 
as that being most commonly met with, rather than the Flat-de-luxe. 
These would generally be in small groups. In American cities a 
common and popular type consists of three floors with two or three 
Flats on a floor. Three floors is about the maximum advisable with-

out an Elevator. 

The Flat should be more than a substitute for a house, it should 

be a house complete in itself in all essentials; viz., privacy, facilities 
for entertaining, disposition and grouping of the various parts of a 

suite, etc. 	In short, it should be self-contained. 	This is most 

important, in fact it is everything, if the Flat is to raise superior to 
condemnation. The Reception Room or Rooms should be readily 
accessible from the Entrance Hall, indeed practically part and parcel, 
the Bedrooms should be more retired and the services out of sight. 
Flats should be as far as possible sound-proofed from one another. 
For the Flatiof more than two stories, and it is that type that must 
become the more common as land becomes more expensive, a common 
Hall and Staircase become a necessity. As a general rule it will be 
found advisable to have a staircase serving not more than two or 
three Flats on each floor. 	This makes for greater privacy, and 
the saving of public corridors would compensate for the extra stairs; 
and the lessening of the risk of meeting strangers would also tend 
to foster home feeling. The height of rooms should be cut down as 
much as possible to reduce the climb to the upper Flats to a mini-
mum, 9 feet or 9 feet 6 inches I would suggest where allowable by 
the Municipality. The main Entrance and Staircase should form a 
generous feature as being common to all Flats. There should be. 
letter boxes for each Flat, and speaking tubes to save the possibility 
of a fruitless journey up the stair on the part of visitors. The small 
Reception Hall to each Flat would enter from the common Stair 
Hall, and should be near the centre of the Flat to obviate as far 

76 
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as possible the necessity for corridors. 'Windows of one °Flat should 
not overlook those of another, and should wherever possible have some 
sort of outlook. No rooms, except Bathrooms, Kitchens, and corridors 
should depend for lighting on an enclosed court. The spaces used 
for lighting should be combined rather than dissipated amongst several 
small courts. Enclosed courts should have an inlet duct at the bot-
tom as required by the Melbourne Building Regulations, whether 
required by any Municipality or not. Built in furniture should be 
provided as much as possible for two important reasons : (r) To 
reduce to a minimum the possibilities of damage by tenants moving 
furniture in and out ; (2) To conserve space. The general rooms 
should follow the best practice as followed in house design. Bed-
Sitting rooms with wall beds are anathema. Rather place the bed 
in a Sun Porch off the Living Room. 

In the case of a Flat with two Bedrooms it will he found that 
to provide doors between the Bedrooms will gives a certain additional 
elasticity for letting purposes. For instance, such as arrangement could 
be utilised as a Bedroom and Dressing Room or as a Bedroom and 
Nursery, and so on. 

The Kitchenette is an important feature in a Flat and should 
be arranged with Trades' door at rear staircase, with ice-box handy, a 
pantryette fitted with meat-safe may be worked in combination with the 
sink, drop tables and gas stove. The gas stove should be provided 
with a hood to prevent over-heating the usually restricted compass 
of the Kitchenette. In some American cities the service stair is 
dispensed with and a small goods lift substituted. But the alter-
native stair is certainly a desirability. Rubbish chutes are sometimes 
provided and perhaps soiled linen chutes to the tenant's own bin in 
the Laundry. These features have not proved unqualified successes 
however. The Laundry should be provided with a gas copper and 
tubs to each group of three Flats. Each Flat should have its own 
gas-meter and gas-cock under lock and key on a bye-pass from the 
main. A roomy store for each Flat should be supplied on the ground 
level, or preferably in a semi-basement. This obviates the necessity 

[of 
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of lumbering a small Flat with boxes and trunks, and lessens the 
possibility of damage to the Flats themselves. 

With regard to the Bathroom it should be en suite with the Bed-
rooms, and if it cannot also be handy to the Entrance Hall a lavatory 
basin should at least be provided handy to the front door. It should 
not be necessary to cross the Kitchen in transit from any room to the 
Bathroom. This arrangement is common enough, and involves the 
carrying of slops through the Kitchen, which is obviously bad. Ten-
ants are attracted by good looking sanitary fittings, upon which money 
will be well spent. 

Sun Porches for sitting, or sleeping out, in the open air should 
be provided corresponding to the Porch or Verandah; of the cottage. 
These should undoubtedly be square and as roomy as possible, and 
not the usual'useless 3 feet Balconette. 

Apart from the type of Flat covered by these notes there are 
Many ramifications, as for instance (amongst others) : (i) The Flat 
with the common Restaurant; (2) The Flat with common Kitchen 
and with dining service therefrom to each Flat; (3) The Flat 
building with separate external stair to each Flat, usually limited 
to two storeys; (q.) The Bachelor Flat ; . (5) The so-called Kitchen-
ette apartment common in America (but not to be copied) consisting 
of a Bed-Sitting Room and a Dining-Kitchen. 

Finally, I would like to draw the Institute's attention to the 
unsatisfactory state of affairs as regards the various Municipal Build- 
ing Regulations governing Flats. 	Some Municipalities, notably 
Prahran, have no specific jurisdiction over Flats as Flats at all. Haw-
thorn has put its foot down on Flats absolutely, but will permit pairs. 
St. Kilda requires vertical fire separation but not horizontal; and 
last, but by no means least, consider the Melbourne City Regulations. 
These require that buildings in separate occupations and with separate 
entrances have fire separation. This in application may, and does, 
become an absurdity. 

(At this point Mr. Wardrop showed some diagrams in support 

of his contentions). 
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The Melbourne Regulations also place the Flat on the same 
footing as the Club and requires free access by means of passages 
between all rooms and the staircases, which often means unnecessary 
wastes of space. The Flat, in my opinion, is a special problem and 
should receive special consideration; and should not be lumped in 
with office buildings, clubs and the like where the general public, or 
large numbers of special sections of the public, have access. 

In conclusion, I think that Flats have come to stay, that they are 
a desirable addition to the social structure (if on right lines), and 
that it therefore behoves Architects to study the problem in order 
that that right type conducive to home life may prevail. 

[University 
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UNIVERSITY OF MELBOURNE 
ARCHITECTURAL ATELIER. 

ESTABLISHED BY THE UNIVERSITY OF MELBOURNE 
IN CO.OPERATION WITH THE 

ROYAL VICTORIAN INSTITUTE OF ARCHITECTS. 

WO criticisms have been held since our last report, 
on May i 8th by Mr. Sale and on June 15th by 
Mr. Henderson, Chairman of the Atelier Board. 
lvIr. Sale, who criticised The Electric Power Sub-
Station and The Heating Pavilion, dilated on the 
undesirability of members following the treatments 

of prominent Architects without reasoning. Members are not abso-
lutely forbidden to copy anything, for the power to recognise and in-
telligently follow, good work is the precursor of good original work; 
but they are expected , if they do copy, to exercise their own initiative 
and not to be slavish. Mr. Henderson dealt with The Suburban 
Banking Premises, about which he had previously lectured. This was 
a Second and Third Year subject. Of these years those who obtained 
Mentions were Messrs. Scott-Williams, Finlayson, and King. 

Designs for An Electric Light Standard to a Bridge, and for A 
Bridge over a Stream are awaiting criticism. 

The following are the awards available for competition:— 
THE GRICE BRONZE MEDAL. — The University of Melbourne 

Architectural Atelier Bronze Medal is the highest award made for 
work done by its members. Presented by Sir John Grice, Chairman 
of the University Council, in 1919, for the purpose of encouraging 
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Advanced Architectural Design, it is open to all members to com-
pete each year, but is not awarded unless the work submitted reaches 
a certain high standard, to the satisfaction of the Board. 

THE A. A. STUDENTSHIP. — A Studentship, value £Io ios., 
tenable for the year following that for which it is granted, is open 
to all grades. This is awarded at the discretion of the Board, the fol-
lowing facts being taken into consideration :—(I) Attendance (at 
least two nights per week) must be registered; (2) One year's work 
at the Atelier; (3) Extent of progress made during the year. 

Note-Clause (I) applies only to official nights, which are Mon-
days, Tuesdays, and Thursdays. A week's work will be credited when 

two official nights have been attended. 
ENTRANCE SCHOLARSHIP. — An Entrance Scholarship, value 

LIo Ios. is presented yearly by the Royal Victorian Institute of Archi-
tects. This is awarded at the discretion of the Board, and according 
to the conditions laid down, the award being made at the end of the 

first term of each year. 
PRESIDENT'S PRIZE.—A Prize of £2 2s. is awarded annually by 

the President of the R.V.I.A., to the member receiving the highest 
number of marks and mentions in the Third Year. If the member 
should be the winner of the Grice Medal, it will then be awarded 
to the member receiving the next highest number of marks and men- 

tions. 
Apart from the honor and prestige gained by an award, relief 

from the necessity of paying fees is a great consideration to many. 
In fact, irrespective of whether a prize has been obtained or not, mere 
attendance at the Atelier has been not only of great financial benefit 

to several, but, in cases known, of increased status. 
To appeal to cupidity is, of course, far removed from the aim 

of the Atelier, yet results show, and should be remarked upon, that 
students of Architecture seeking an outlet for versatility, and 
becoming members of the Atelier, may be certain that individual genius 
and personality in design will be fostered as something precious, and 
be guided and trained not only like a valuable plant to ultimately "shed 
its sweetness on the desert air" but toibe of substantial advantage to 

principals and staffs of offices, as well as to their own. 
To all donors of awards heartiest thanks are tendered. 

[The 



HE V.A.S.S. AND THE ATELIER. 

Editor of R.V.I.A. Journal, 
Sir,- 
ELATIVE to some matter which appeared in the last 

issue of the Journal in respect to relations between 
the Atelier and the Victorian Architectural Students' 
Society, the writer of these notes would be very glad 
to see "a closer alliance and a closer knit fellowship" 

between the two bodies. 
It rests with the individual whether he will belong to the one 

and drop the other entirely, and if this latter is done there can be 

no close knit fellowship. 
The Atelier and the Victorian Architectural Students' Society, are 

in their way, entirely different, the 'V.A.S.S. being semi-social and 
meeting but once in every month, whilst the .Atelier is open day and 

night all the week and is a place where work is the thing. Though 
one might not care to take a course at the Atelier he might like to 
be a member of the V.A.S.S., which is to they student of Architecture 
what the R.V.I.A. is to members of the profession. 

A large number of the Society's members are also members of 
the Atelier, but the Atelier has also members who are Associates of 
the R.V.I.A., and these now have little interest in the student body. 
The Students' night of meeting at one time clashed with the Atelier 
huit this has now been, changed. 

Delegates from both bodies might be appointed to watch the 
interests of their respective bodies and report to them, thus keeping 
both sides in touch. 

The lectures at the V.A.S.S. meetings are generally of an Archi-
tectural nature and are chosen to help the student in his studies. The 
suggestion that non-members of the Atelier should be given the oppor-
tunity to attend on criticism nights is a good one, and might be given 
effect to. 

The feeling among the Atelier members towards the V.A.S.S. 
seems to be that of having been raised from the common place to the 
ideal, which ideal keeps them too busy to bother about the longer 
established body which is, as before mentioned, in its way entirely 
different to the newer Atelier. It, however, should not be lost sight 
of that the Atelier probably owes its being to a suggestion which the 
V.A.S.S. made to the R.V.I.A. some four years ago. 

Yours faithfully, 
Anon. 



AONG THE BYE-PATHS. 

Our Dominions.— At the Royal Academy Banquet this year a 

new toast was introduced. The President, Sir Aston Webb, in pro-

posing the toast of "Our Dominions" remarked that it had not been 
proposed there before, but the War having brought us all so close 
together it was submitted even though it was almost like toasting them-

selves. 

Australia House.— Australia House, London, was the brilliant 

scene of many changing colors when over two hundred members and 
guests attended the Fancy Dress Ball held by the Architects' and 
Surveyors' Assistants' Professional Union. 

Worthy of a Pilgrimage.— It may not be generally known to the 

younger members of the profession, that Melbourne General Cemetery 
possesses in the Gothic shaft to the memory of Sir Charles Hotham 
a sample of the work of Sir George Gilbert Scott, R.A., grandfather 

of the new R.A. 

Architecture and Engineering.—The Melbourne and Metropolitan 

Board of Works did excellent service in enabling representative citi-
zens to view cinematographically the City's gigantic water supply and 
sewerage schemes. Though none of the structural works lay claim 
to be Architectural, several revealed those fundamental lines of design 
which lie at the basis of all Architecture, and in such proportions as 
to make them truly works of art. 

Signwriting and Architecture.— "The Builder," in reviewing a 

book on Liverpool buildings remarks :—"Dealing with the question of 
lettering on buildings, a subject which most certainly needs regula-

tion, 
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tion, Professor Reilly says, `Think of the poor Architects drawing out 
the mouldings full size and spending thought and feeling on whether 
a fillet should be half or a quarter of an inch thick, and then return-
ing in a year or two to find it did not matter whether there were 
any mouldings at all." Large commercial announcements are not 
necessarily incompatible with good Architecture, but inscription and 
Architecture must be designed to go together." 

East and West.—"In most Eastern cities that are built on a slope 
there is a certain characteristic feature at variance with European 
methods, and that is that every point of vantage is occupied by a 
building having its main dwelling-rooms facing the view. You can 
walk for miles along streets in the higher parts of Constantinople and 
never have a chance to catch a glimpse of the sea, or the glorious 
panorama that is all around, to view which you must enter some house 
and walk through till you come to the windows on its outer or front 
side. In these cities it is really the entrance and back of the houses 
that often face the road, the front faces the view." (W. H. Stucke) . 

Another Memorial.— The Freemasons of America have decided to 
erect a memorial to George Washington at Alexandria, Virginia, 
where the first President of the United States was Master of a 
Masonic Lodge. The approved design is estimated to cost £500,000, 
towards which about £3oo,000 has already been given or promised. 
The foundation stone-laying has been fixed for November 4th. 

Early Melbourne.— Mr. J. H. Harvey (F.), so well known as 
an enthusiast in regard to Architectural records, trusts that Architects 
who from time to time have to do with the pulling down or sub-
stantially remodelling city structures will advise him, through the 
Hon. Secretary of the Institute, so that he may have an opportunity, 
as far as time permits, of securing photographic representations in the 
interest of Architectural evolution. 

By the way, it is noted in "Building," just to hand, that Mr. 
Harvey is contributing a series of articles on "The Commercial Gothic 
Architecture of Melbourne" to that journal. 
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