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THOUGHTS FOR THE NEW YEAR. 

SENTENCES CULLED FROM VARIOUS 
SOURCES. 

WITH THE EDITOR'S BEST WISHES FOR 1922. 

ITHOUT the softening grace of art, the world would 
grow harder, drearier, uglier, each day as years roll on. 
It is scarcely possible to fathom all the depths of 
Architecture. It has always instruction for the most 
learned, a new joy for the skilled devotees, and at the 
same time pleasure and delight for those who can read 
as they run. 

No work of lasting and living art can be produced 
in Architecture unless there be built into it the actual 
soul and affection of the Architect. 

Successful men in any profession are successful because they feel 
the "urge" towards the expression of certain things that give the 
possessor no rest until they are expressed. 

Architecture to be good must be consistent. 	Everything is 
relative; a building may be admirable and edifying in one place, 
which would be disgraceful in another. 

There are qualities, which are in Nature and in man's work, 
which are defined by adjectives which are decorations of honor. They 
are REFINEMENT, DELICACY, SUBTLETY, ORDER. 
Nothing can be read into them. They are facts, and recognised as 
being of value; and when they do not exist, something of importance 
is lacking, and the work is not masterly. 
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An Architect cannot, like the painter and sculptor, produce his 
work for his own enjoyment, and trust to find a market for it. 

Giotto, while designing Architecture with the eye of a painter, 
never forgot his Architecture in his painting. 

There was, perhaps, for an Architect no joy like that of seeing 
for the first time, something he had designed on paper being actually 
built. 

The eternity of art is shown in the fact :—You can't kill it ; 
otherwise it would have died a thousand deaths. But it is a curious 
commentary upon our reputed progress and universal education, that 
we paper our walls with flowers, and carpet our floors with fruit; 
drive nails into the one, and tread upon the other with the sublimest 
indifference. 

Architecture exerts a far wider influence than it is generally 
credited with. One remark of Barbellion's is:—"I never cease to 
interest myself in the Gothic Architecture of my own fantastic soul;" 
while two others are :—"In St. Catherine's Way (London) , there 
is one part like a deep railway cutting, the whole of one side for a 
long way consisting of the brick wall of a very tall warehouse with 
no windows in it, and beautifully curved, and producing a wonderful 
effect." "Walked past great blocks of warehouses and business estab-
lishments—a wonderful sight." 



MINUTES. 

INUTES of General Meeting of members, held at 
the Institute Rooms, 57-9 Swanston Street, on Tues-
day, November i5th, 1921, at 8 p.m. 

The President, Mr. K. A. Henderson, occupied 
the Chair, and there was a large attendance of mem- 

hers and visitors. 

The Minutes of the previous meeting were read and confirmed. 

Ballot. —Miss V. P. Lane, and Messrs. H. D. Berry, L. D. 
San Miguel, H. V. Gillespie, A. G. Stephenson, were unanimously 
elected as Associates, Messrs. Oakley and Martin acting as scru- 

tineers. 

Competitions. — The President reported that the following 
Competitions had been approved: Auckland War Memorial, Bathurst 

War Memorial. 
The following resolution had been passed by the Council, and 

would be forwarded to all members with the next notice of meeting—
"That this Council requests members in future to refrain 

from entering for Competitions, unless officially approved by it; 
and that they bring under the Secretary's notice any Conditions 
they wish to compete under. The President and Secretary to be 
empowered to act in the matter." 

Registration Bill.—The President reported that the Registration 
Bill was now in the committee stage of the Legislative Council. 

General. —Mr. Hudson said he thought that members should 
be warned against a certain individual who had been going round 
some of the offices obtaining plans, and on receipt of these nothing 

[further 
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further was heard from him. Mr. Butler detailed a similar experi-
ence several years ago. 

Conditioning of Timber. The President introduced Mr. Harry 
D. Tiemann, Dry Kiln Expert, U.S. Forest Service, who delivered 
an interesting address on the conditioning of Timber; notes of which, 
and of the remarks which followed, appear elsewhere in the Journal. 

After the address Mr. Blackett proposed a vote of thanks, 
seconded by Mr. Brittingham, and after being supported by Messrs. 
Trapp and King, was carried with acclamation. 

MINUTES. 

INUTES of General Meeting of members, held at the 
Institute Rooms, 57-9 Swanston Street, on Tuesday, 
December 6th, 1921, at 8 p.m. 

The President, Mr. K. A. Henderson, occupied 
the Chair, and there was a good attendance of 
members. 

The Minutes of the previous meeting were read and 
confirmed. 

Welcome. — The President welcomed Mr. John Barr, from 
Sydney, the successful competitor for the Melbourne Church of 
England Grammar School Memorial Hall Competition. Mr. Barr 
said he felt honored at being invited to be present, and greatly 

appreciated the friendly feeling shown towards him. 

Registration trill.—The President reported that the Registration 
Bill had not yet passed the Legislative Assembly. 

Mural Decoration.—The President introduced Mr. G. W. Lam-
bert, who then proceeded to give a talk on Mural Decoration. Some 
account of Mr. Lambert's interesting remarks appear elsewhere in 
the Journal. At the close, a vote of thanks was heartily carried, on 

the motion of Mr. Lucas. seconded by Mr. Annear, and supported 
by Messrs. H. W. Tompkins and Kerr. 



THE CONDITIONING OF TIMBER. 

An Address given at the Institute's Meeting on November 15th 
by Mr. H. D. Tiemann, U.S.A. 

R. TIEMANN, who is the Dry Kiln Expert of the 
United States of America Forest Service, in the course 
of his remarks stated that history showed that civilisa-
tion's rise or fall was in relation to the preservation or 
destruction of timber. 

The forests in Victoria were generally remarkable, 
and possessed some wonderful trees; but never in his 
experience had he seen such damage wrought in forests 
by fire as since his arrival here. Very slight knowledge re-
vealed that the popular idea that fire does no harm to trees 

was erroneous. Very vigorous timber was not killed by fire, but a 
large amount was half-killed, a tremendous lot rendered practically 
useless, and lands associated with such made difficult to use. 

The timber supplies of a country must be watched if the country 
is to be successful. He knew no timber that required so little care 
as Victorian—the main thing was to keep fire out of the forests, 
and he felt that his most important mission to the State was to arouse 
and increase sentiment against fire. Among fire preventive measures 
were the education of children in schools and colleges, posters in 
railway stations, and in the forests themselves, spark arresters on 
engines, legislation affording ready means of arresting any persons 

[starting 
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starting fires, power to call upon residents in given localities to serve 
to fight a fire, and to confine it to its own area as far as practicable. 

With the aid of the blackboard Mr. Tiemann elucidated a 
mass of technical data as to timber generally, and as to absolute results 
on all timber in process of drying. With the presence of free water 
and hygroscopic moisture, many factors entered into the problem of 
drying; in the case of wood there were no equations, and not less 
than six points not easy to inter-relate. As to the terms "artificial" 
and "natural" seasoning, the process of each was the same, but the 
nature of the process differed. Free water was like the honey in 
the cells, and hygroscopic moisture like the wax itself. Experience 
shows that timber was very much stronger when dry than when wet ; 
for instance, spruce would hold up four times more when dry. 

Hence the problem was to dry timber, so that the unavoidable 
results in the process were reduced to a minimum, and in that to 
eliminate, as far as possible, Xhe tensional and compressional stresses. 
In natural drying, Mr. Tiemann contended, there was haphazard, 
or very little, control; while in the "conditioning" of timber four 
fundamental features were recognised, not only the circulation of air 
(which was first and foremost, especially in masses of timber) but 
humidity of air, temperature of air, and the power of re-moistening. 
The water-spray dry kiln process was to produce the dew-point 
—saturation point—of air. 

Mr. Tiemann closed by setting out on the blackboard in very 
lucid manner, full detailed diagrams of the kiln associated with 
his name, accompanying his drawings with explanatory remarks. His 
study of the subject had extended over sixteen years, and periodically 
the results he attained were made known by the United States 
Government. 

Mr. Blackett, in proposing the vote of thanks, considered thanks 
were also due to the U.S. Government in loaning the lecturer. There 
were fire notices in Victorian forests, but he felt they could be more 
forcefully worded, and more diagrammatic, also be more advantageous 
if the style were changed from time to time. The Institute felt 
some pride in having had a share in the appointment of the Forest 
Commission, of which Mr. Tiemann's visit was one of the results. 



[Mr. 

the Conbttiontno of timber 

Mr. Brittingham (State Architect), in seconding the motion, 
emphasised the value of educational propaganda, and gave some idea 
of what was being done by the Department of Education, as to Arbor 
Day, etc. It had to be recognised that in Victoria there were two 
climates intersected by the Dividing Range, and that timbers which 
will stand well on one side will not on the other. 

Mr. Trapp stressed the importance of Mr. Brittingham's remark 
re timber standing well in one part of the State and not in the other. 
Without forests a nation was doomed. Many schools were taking 
a keen interest in forestry, and in other ways the Director of Edu-
cation was doing a great amount of work to prevent careless use of 

fire, etc. 
Mr. King urged the Institute to do all it possibly could to 

ensure Mr. Tiemann visiting the provinces, so as to more fully 
arouse interest in forestry and the preservation of timber resources. 

In reply to questions the lecturer said it took a longer time to 
season young than old timber. Burning off scrub to get at timber 
would do no harm to timber on the eve of cutting the timber, but 
such fire would do harm if the timber so touched by fire were left 
growing for some years after. 

141 



MR. GEORGE W. LAMBERT 
ON 

MURAL DECORATION. 

HE Institute was specially favored on December 
6th with the presence of Mr. George W. Lam-
bert. No attempt will be made to report his 
talk, given without any notes, in fact it would be 
impossible. Here are some of the many sentences 
which compelled attention very specially. 

A WALL. 

A wall is a very beautiful space, because it is enclosed by Archi-
tectural form; and when in the open it is framed by the sky. 

To Architects is given the opportunity to provide this space, and 
when built it is felt something should be placed upon it. 

The artist, who has the decorative faculty, looks upon the wall 
as a space upon which he can do something; and his ambition is to 
follow in the steps of the ancients and mediaevalists. 

Primitive peoples made earnest endeavours to be decorative, and 
at times were very successful; whilst modern people have very little 
use for the best wall-papers, in fact the great factor in popular wall-
papers is vulgarity. 

DECORATION. 

The most beautiful branch of art rises to its highest perception 
in Mural painting, provided the painting embellishes the Architec-
ture. There was no scientific reason why a building should not be 
plastered all over with decoration, but anything in the way of orna- 
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ment put on a building, that detracts from the building itself was 
disastrous. 

To have promise of success a painter required to get the scheme 
of the wall, to get the soul of the building, In the wall decoration 
of ancient Egypt, the design always had relation to the main lines 
of the frame, and was subject to the effect of cast shadow; whilst as 
to color effects, those of the Chinese were the most wonderful in the 
world. 

In recent years many attempts had been made in London to get 
violent colors in interiors, by men who wished to destroy the exist-
ing order rather than to create another order. Their idea was 
"shock," and, curiously enough, after a few minutes' view, the walls 
and their decoration seemed to disappear. 

Some walls were so enriched that it was impossible to really 
see the people in the room. 

MOSAICS. 

The mosaics of Jerusalem, Syria, and Anatolia were very 
instructive, and the bit of pavement that would be seen in our War 
Museum, for beauty of color and subdued design, was hard to sur-
pass, though certain colors, believed to be then unobtainable, did 
not enter into the scheme, Of course, these may have been intention-
ally left out, or subdued, in view of the gaily dressed dancers thereon. 

PORTRAITS, 
From his point of view it was wrong to put realistic portraits 

in gilt frames upon a wall, irrespective of the Architecture of the 
wall. To elevate them, as in the Melbourne Town Hall, was a 
mistake, as the bottom of a portrait (full length) should not be more 
than two feet above the floor. 

THE WALL AGAIN. 
A wall was bounded by four lines---its frame—two vertical and 

two horizontal, and every line of the design that is placed within 
these must have some relation to both the vertical and horizontal, 
either harmonise with them, or oppose them. Undue dominance of 

[vertical 
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vertical features pierce the horizontal lines of the immediately sur-
rounding Architecture, and are therefore wrong, and horizontal 
features that so treat the vertical lines are equally so. Such treatment 
should be artistically impossible. 

Realistic landscape placed upon the surface of a wall is wrong. 
The artist should be content with only symbolic landscape in that 
instance. 

ARCHITECT AND ARTIST. 

In all Mural decoration the color should be arranged by the 
Architect and Artist in conjunction. The object is to embellish the 
wall, not to add to it. If the Architecture is rich, the embellishment 
ought to be subdued. God forbid that an Architect should say to an 
Artist: "There is the wall! Do what you can ;" or that he should 
say:—"Do what you like." 

FRESCO PAINTING. 

During the course of his delightful talk Mr. Lambert gave a 
great deal of technical information as to fresco painting—an art 
which was now practically dead. It was, in effect, water-color applied 
to wet plaster, and in such manner as to be beautifully incorporated 
in the plaster. Artists to-day felt they could not afford the time 
for this work. Success in that direction meant the devotion of one's 
whole life to it alone, and the living in a world appreciative of fresco. 
Certainly there were results from fresco better than anything that 
had been done on canvas. 
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GOTHIC DESIGN 

STRENGTH IN ACTION 

JOHN OLDRID SCOTT (Architect) 
(Son of Sir Gilbert Scott) 

STRENGTH IN REPOSE 

GILES GILBERT SCOTT (Architect) 
(Nephew of John Oldrid Scott) 



MELBOURNE CHURCH OF ENGLAND 
 GRAMMAR SCHOOL. 

MEMORIAL HALL COMPETITIQN. 

N inspection of the designs submitted in the Melbourne 
Grammar School Competition for a Memorial Hall, 
to a non-competing Architect must necessarily resolve 
itself into two or three main conclusions, or at most 

four. 
Of these the two outstanding are intensely practical, viz., failure 

to grasp the values of the clauses in the Conditions relating to cost 
and to harmony with the existing buildings. In these respects evi-
dently several masters of the art of Architectural planning, and sheer 
novices, equally erred—the result being that a far larger proportion 

than is generally the case in a big competition had, ipso facto, not 

really entered into the contest. It would appear, however, that "the 
Architecture of the south and west fronts of the existing buildings 
of the School, to which it (the Hall) is to be subordinate," in 
its wording so troubled at least one competitor as to bring forth as 
Assessor's reply, "subordinate to existing building. Subordinate in 
bulk," which reply, it is quite conceivable, might have been a marked 

factor with some designers. 
Possibly the main advantage of this competition to those whom 

the cap fits, will be that they will more fully estimate the supreme 
importance of conditions relating to specific cost, and to treatment 

in regard to harmony and subordination. 
Still, when all the designs that had necessarily, in justice to other 

competitors, to be eliminated by the assessors under these two heads, 

the exhibition shows that there remained a good number for earnest 
[consideration 
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consideration ; and of these, not a few, which, had they been selected, 
would have made valuable contribution to Architectural planning in 
general, and to the examples of Gothic work already in Victoria. 

From the high individualistic character of several of the schemes 
which were "Highly commended," or "Specially mentioned," it can be 
seen that the assessors had no strong pre-conceived bias as to what 
was imperatively the ideal treatment for this Memorial Hall; their 
minds being evidently very fully open to conviction. And this is as 
it always should be. Yet it is difficult to grasp on what main lines 
of thought these six particular designs—taking plan and elevation 
together—secured the honor, in view of the conditions regarding 
"cost" and "harmony" entering so fully into the main award. 

There will probably be very wide consensus of opinion amongst 
competitors and others as to the justice of that main award, provided ; 
firstly, that a rectangular Hall, whose purpose is to include Speech 
Days, Concerts and simple Amateur Dramatic performances, 91 feet 
long clear of recessed stage, by 59 feet wide between piers with 3i 
feet side aisles beyond, and having a level ceiling (with slight cove 
lat end walls, and over side piers). 26 feet above a floor which had 
to be level, and, moreover, with galleries at sides and back-the whole 
seating 15oo adults—can satisfactorily "comply with modern acoustic 
requirements ;" and secondly, that the roof pitch of Hall, say s8 de-
grees; and in line with parapet and ridge of existing buildings, can be 
satisfactorily roofed to harmonise with that at present facing Bromby 
Street. To be candid, I think it will hardly be claimed, taking plan 
and elevational treatment, either separately or in conjunction, that 
the selected design is pre-eminently outstanding in merit in comparison 
with several other designs that appear on equal terms in reference 
to "cost and harmony ;" in fact it is quite conceivable that a Board 
of Assessors differently constituted might have arrived at a different 
result. It was evidently not an easy task to determine, in full view 
of all the conditions. That forty-five designs were received must 
have been eminently gratifying to the promoters and the assessors, 
and also to the winner. 

Another conclusion that this exhibition once more emphasises 
in the history of Architectural Competitions, and very regretably, 
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is that the essential requirements of the specific structure under con-
sideration are but moderately known to several of the designers, 
and this want of knowledge, judging from the get-up of the draw-
ings, is confined to no one stage of general experience. May I be 
allowed to assert the commonplace,—that unless one Snows that he 
fairly well knows the subject, either by reason of past experience, 
or by recent hard cramming, it is utter waste of energy to spend 
any time in draftsmanship upon such subject in a competition, how-
ever great the ability may be in that mechanical direction. In that 
under review—a Hall for a leading School—it is not everyone who 
is master of primaries in planning, as to entrance and allied shelter, 
facilities for dignified arrival and departure by day and night, crush 
area, cloak room accommodation to avoid awkward cross currents, and 
ready adaptation of entrance and exit to meet various functions. And 

beyond this there is the setting. 
Of course in this Competition, it could not be expected that 

anyone who had but faintest knowledge of Gothic, or very little, 
if any, sympathy therewith, would have any chance of success, and 
the accentuation of this want of chance was openly manifest owing 
to the rigid nature of the phase of Gothic to which it was absolutely 
necessary to impart vitality. It was obvious, or should have been, that 
a careless "harmony" and "subordination" in a more than probable 
contest with able Gothicists would not suffice. At the same time 
there were submitted many valuable and delightful expressions of 
Gothic Architecture, shewing that the spirit of Mediaevalism is by 

no means past. But it was also very noticeable that a lesson not yet 
generally learnt in the Commonwealth is, that in Gothic the element 

of repose is as truly valid as that of action; for instance, that wall 
space need not of necessity be subsidiary to fenestration, for as matter 

of fact each has equal status. 
The premiated design, both in planning and elevations, is a 

very good instance of conflict between these elements of repose and 
action, reposeful in setting on ground, yet with restlessness towards 
the sky. Towards Bromby Street there is the domination of wall 

space, and facing St. Kilda Road that of fenestration. The effect 
of the conflict between these main factors, allied with the breaking 

[of 
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of the front portion, the very low-pitched roof and its necessary cover-
ing, and multiplicity of duplication at side, when viewed in perspective 
will assuredly be such as to arouse more than usual interest to the 
profession. 

One gre* practical result of this Competition is certainly en-
couragement to Architects who feel the possession of capacity to 
clearly express pronounced ideas and yet lack ability in the technique 
of pictorial draftsmanship, Probably few, if any, competitions of 
such importance have been won of late years by a set of drawings in 
which the expenditure of time, labor and expense in the realm of 
draftsmanship has been so slight. In this direction a paper on 
"Competitions," in last November's "Architecture," by Mr. John 
Barr, the successful competitor in this, and other contests of late, 
may well be closely studied. For so important a paper the profession 
owes its author a debt of special gratitude. 



THE ELECTRICAL EQUIPMENT 
OF THE BUILDING. 

MR. C. S. DEMAINE, A.M.I.E.E. 

(Conclusion) 

PEED of lifts is not given enough consideration. In some 
buildings, where the lifts are not capable of dealing effec- 

tively with the traffic, a new lift can be saved by increasing 
the speed of the old one. The average speed in Melbourne is I 
should think, from 125 feet to 175 feet per minute, and 
this is inadequate for more than say three floors-25o 
feet per minute is a more suitable speed. What does this 
increase in speed mean? First, from traffic point of view: 

Suppose the average travel in a seven storey building is 10o ft., and 
the average stops per travel are three. The car holds ten passengers. 
Assume the average time of stoppage for transfer of passengers to be 
eight seconds. Such a lift, travelling at an average speed of 15o feet 
per minute can carry 562 passengers per hour. The same lift travel-
ling at 250 feet per minute (allowing the same for stoppages) can 
carry 75o passengers per hour. The average time of stoppage al-
lowed in this calculation is liberal. By allowing a lower average time 
(five seconds is nearer the average) the contrast would be greater. 
Looking at this subject in another way: The 15o feet lift takes 
88 seconds to go to the top of such a building, land as  passenger and 
return. A 250 feet lift does the job in 56 seconds—a saving of 32 
seconds To get this greater speed means a more expensive lift, but 
not necessarily increased maintenance. Operating costs per passenger 
carried are reduced, and generally it will be found that two lifts with 
a speed of say 300 feet and two attendants, will more than equal the 

[work 
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work done by three lifts at 150 to 175 feet per minute. Thus one 
lift and one attendant can be saved. 

Lifts are now being more generally asked for in the suburbs. 
There we are unfortunate in having single phase alternating current, 
and motors available for lifts on this current are as a rule so noisy 
that precautions must always be taken—that is if persons are living 
in the building in which the lift is to be installed. In a flat, for in-
stance, the noise might be bad enough to make the flats unlettable. 
Such propositions want careful thought. For instance, the advisa-
bility of mounting the motor away from the main building should 
be considered. 	Provision is not generally made in buildings for 
mains up walls from floor to floor. I would urge the advisability 
of making this provision always away from water and gas pipes. 
A space one foot wide and two inches deep, over which a board can 
be screwed, meets the requirements for all light and power mains. 

With regard to the telephone wires, I recommend the submission 
of the plans to the Consulting Engineer for consultation and arrange-
ment with the Telephone Department. When the electric equip-
ment is being planned, telephone outlets should be remembered and 
provided in each room of the modern building, and this should not 
be something for tenants and the Department to muddle round with 
on completion of the job. 

The truly modern building should have electric clocks through-
out. Accurate time-keeping is essential for modern business, and such 
an installation should be an asset in making a building a more attrac-
tive letting proposition, and the installation of wiring for this pur-
pose is advised. 

A vacuum cleaning outfit is almost a necessity in a building. 
There are two methofls of getting the facilities of this system. One, 
which is strongly advocated, is to have pipes laid throughout the build-
ing with outlets at convenient intervals, and to have a vacuum 
machine in the basement. This system has the advantage that it 
actually removes all dirt from the floors, and deposits it practically in 
the dust box. The other system, and the one I recommend, is to 
use a portable vacuum cleaner operated from the power plugs. The 
installation of a power machine in a basement. (or other convenient 
place) is costly. The installation of pipes is also costly, and the system 
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is liable to faults, and is more or less costly to maintain. A blockage 
in the pipes is a possibility. In using the power plugs for a portable 
machine I do not advocate the usual domestic cleaner that is so 
familiar. I advise the heavy type of machine to which vacuum tubing 
is attached. This saves the worker, and as the machine is stationary, 
it is not so easily damaged, and the vacuum created is far better as a 
rule than that obtained with the usual domestic apparatus. The 
"piped" system can be made automatic, the insertion of the tube 
starting the blower, but, such a system will, in my opinion, give 
trouble. The usual method is to start, then leave the blower in 
operation during office cleaning hours, the result being that the 
machine runs long hours in proportion to the time it does useful work 
—thus wearing out the gear. On the portable machine the blower 
is in the care of the operator, and it is only run as required. Of 
course, on the piped system, cleaners can operate in any part of the 
building simultaneously—this is not so with the one portable machine. 

Power plugs are a necessity, and, in addition to vacuum clean-

ing, electric floor scrubbers are now coming on the market. If water 
pipes, gas pipes, induced and exhaust ventilation pipes, electric light, 
power, telephone, fire detector and electric clock wires, and vacuum 
pipes are all going into a building, there will not be much room left 
for bricks. I suggest the leaving out of the vacuum pipes, etc. 

An old established apparatus, but one that is little known, is 
the electrical fire detector. This apparatus has proved itself in Aus-
tralia where there are in existence a considerable number of installa-
tions. During the period these have been installed, several fires in 
these buildings have been automatically detected, and the fire brigade 
has been informed so promptly by the system of the exact position 
of the fire in a building, that it has been able to extinguish the flames 
prior to any serious damage being done. It is claimed by one Com-
pany that the average damage of such fires is only £i2 per fire. The 

apparatus is simple, and, provided always that it is subjected to proper 
tests by the fire brigade, and that the installation is properly main-
tained, does all that is claimed for it. The system consists of the 
thermostats wired back to the indicating board, the transmitter and 
gong, and connections to the brigade recorder. The operation of the 

[equipment 
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equipment is as follows :—Immediately the temperature rises suddenly 
a certain number of degrees, the thermostat makes an electrical signal. 
This indicates on the board what section of the building the thermo-
stat operating is in, and operates the transmitter which automatically 
codes a message to the nearest brigade, saying the installation is on 
fire. The time the message is received at the brigade is automatically 
recorded. 

The days of electricity for this city and State are at hand. The 
great work that the Electricity Commission is now entering into had, 
perhaps, its inception in this Room, years ago, when Mr. Harper 
read a paper on "Brown Coal." With cheap power and light avail-
able, electricity will be prominently before the public, and the demand 
will be great. It is up to us to see that its uses are properly applied. 

In conclusion, thanks were expressed by Mr. Demaine to Mr. 
Lincolne, his partner, Mr. Lee, Chief Officer of the Fire Brigade, 
Mr. Lindblade, of the City Council, Mr. Stock, Messrs. Robert Bryce 
& Co. (May-Oatway) for "Eclipse" fire detection appliances, and to 
members of the Electrical Contractors' and Traders' Association. 
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UNIVERSITY OF MELBOURNE. 
ARCHITECTURAL ATELIER. 

Established by the University of Melbourne in co-operation with 
the Royal Victorian Institute of Architects. 

HE word Atelier, if taken as a rapprochement to the 

French Beaux Arts Ateliers is, perhaps, misleading, 
as these are essentially day studios in which stu- 
dents carry out the work required by the Archi- 
tectural course of the Ecole des Beaux Arts; 
whereas the English acceptance of the term is a 

workroom where young architects and draftsmen out of their articles, 
can come and go in their own time, to work out the more advanced 
and practical every-day subjects set by their Patron. Where, how-
ever, the greatest resemblance is manifest, is in that vivid spirit of 
competition, which is the whole life of the French Ateliers. 

In England and America—countries in which the Beaux Arts 
system is comparatively new—these Ateliers of design are proving of 
the utmost value in furnishing what might be called post-graduate 
training, and already a marked effect is noticeable in many of their 
recent buildings, and other Architectural works. 	It must not be 
thought, however, that the Beaux Arts methods imply the introduction 
of, or copying of, French Architecture; on the contrary, the funda-
mental principle that the Architect is taught, is that he must know 
how to compose before beginning to construct; from which it follows 
that any style suitable to the subject in hand may be employed to 
obtain the desired effect. By reference to the recently issued pros-
pectus of this Architectural Atelier, it will be seen that these prin-
ciples are being closely followed here, with the exception that a special 
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system for the promotion of the study of Architectural History has 
been incorporated in the earlier stages of the teaching. 

The Atelier, which is now entering on its fourth year, does so 
with a certain confidence built upon the experience of the preceding 
years, that at its conclusion some really good and useful work will 
have been produced ; and for the purpose of showing what has already 
been accomplished, an exhibition of drawings is to be held in the 
Institute's Rooms during the last week in February. 

A special evening, February 23rd, has been set apart as Com-
mencement Night, on which occasion the President will present the 
various studentships, and other awards to successful members. 

Much more is hoped and looked for by those interested in this 
movement than its being merely one by which individual, personal 
training may be satisfied. In fact it is confidently expected that by 
its influence there will arise from the generally prevailing spirit of 
isolation existent among Architects, a feeling of greater brotherhood, 
with the resultant uplifting and advancement of the profession. 

The members now number about 28, and they are looking for-
ward to their numbers being considerably augmented at the re-opening 
of the Atelier, a week after Commencement Night, for they realise 
that on constant growth of membership, and increase of enthusiasm, 
so much of highest viahte depends. 

It may not be generally known that the Rome Scholarship in 
Architecture, established the year before the Great War, by the 
British Government, is open to all Architectural students who are 
subjects of the British Empire. The Scholarship is of the value of 
£250 per annum for three years, and those who obtain it as the result 
of competitive tests spend three years' study in Rome. 

The Architectural Association Essay Prize for the past year 
having been won by a young lady—Miss I. M. Chambers—ought 
to set young men thinking as to the value of some literary power. 
By the way, the first prize of the A. A. for Design in the Fourth 
Year course also went to a lady—Miss E. G. Cooke. 



ALONG THE BYE-PATHS. 

Death.—The passing away of Mr. Alexander Kennedy Finley 
(F.), under the tragic circumstances of a motor boat accident on 
Lake Tyers during the holiday season was exceptionally pathetic. 
Mr. Finley, for many years past, was one of the very active members 
of the profession, both during his association with the late Mr. 
Harry B. Gibbs (F.), and since that partnership. Much good work 
in and around Melbourne stands to his credit. 

Deep sympathy is felt for Mrs. Finley and the family. 

Illness.—That the President of the Institute, Mr. Kingsley A. 
Henderson, should have had so trying a Christmas season was most 
unfortunate, and as illness was so novel an experience for him, 
his lot was specially hard. It is very satisfactory to know that his 
health is again on the high road to recovery. 

Of the Past.—An original Specification bearing date i 8oz, 
recently seen by the Editor for a building in Liverpool, has the fol-
lowing as initial and concluding paragraphs. 

A slight inspection of the Plans will obviously point out the 
absolute necessity of erecting this Building with the Very best 
Materials, and of executing the Work in a more than commonly 
Workmanlike and substantial manner, particularly in respect to the 
external walls, and all the Carpenter's work, but it is to be understood 
that every part of the work is to be compleated in a Firm and 
Masterly manner according to the designs and directions that may 
be given, and in every respect to the entire satisfaction of the Com-
mittee and their Surveyor. 

[And 
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And in order to prevent difficulties or disputes which may arise 
in case the Works intended to be done should not be fully explained, 
either by the designs or in this particular, it is requested that all per-
sons intending to deliver in proposals, will state the explanation they 

require, as no excuse hereafter will be admitted, to operate to the pre-
judice of the Building, any Alteration in the plans, or addition to the 
cost. Such information will be given by Mr. Foster Jnr. Surveyor 
of the Building, etc. 

Forestry.—The Canadian Government has decided to plant two 
trees for every one cut down. It has six hydroplanes patrolling forest 
areas, and at the same time encourages private forest protection. 
Three million pine and spruce trees have been planted this year. 

Some German Methods.—"What struck a visitor to Germany 
most," said 1bIr. George Russell, of George Russell Pty. Ltd., of this 

City, as to his recent trip, reported in our exchange, "Hardware and 
Machinery" "was the extensive use made of electric power. Even 
small, far out villages have current on tap. The whole country is 

traversed with electric cable wires. Many of the factories, whose 
names are well-known in Australia, such as Heinrich Boker's and 
J. E. Bleckmann's, proved to be quite small concerns. To a great 
extent goods bearing their brands are only assembled at the works. 
The actual manufacture of goods, such as scissors, pliers, pen-knives, 
and so on, is done elsewhere. Individual workmen are supplied with 
electric power in their homes, and there complete their particular 
part of the process. Such a workman does his work when and how 
he likes, and is paid for what he does. It is returned to the factory 
for check and inspection, and is then passed on to the home of the 
next man. Ultimately the finished parts are assembled at the factory 
and packed for shipment. 

Another system largely adopted is one whereunder the operative 
rents a seat at a bench in the factory where he works on the goods 
supplied to him, and receives payment for his work at a rate per 
article or gross. These systems seem to be very generally adopted." 

Waterproofing. . According to "Hardware and Machinery," alu-
minium foil has been found twenty-five times as effective in water- 
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proofing wood as any other material tried. It is especially adapted for 
such objects as aeroplane propellers, and can be easily and inexpen-
sively applied by means of a little size or lacquer. 

Municipality of Johannesburg.—All plans submitted for buildings 
to be erected in Johannesburg must be prepared by Registered Archi-
tects only. 

Oxy-Acetylene.—In Ohio a considerable quantity of concrete work 
had to be removed. At the end of three days the progress made with 
sledges and drills was so small, that thought was turned in another 
direction. The oxy-acetylene torch, that used for ordinary welding, 
was applied along desired lines of fracture, and when so heated the 
concrete so yielded to heavy blows of the sledge as to speed up the 
work. 

Resolutions.— The Pan-American Congress of Architects has 
passed, among other resolutions, the following:— 

City Improvements: That the Government and municipal 
authorities should legislate in regard to the adoption of uniform plans 
for towns and cities, the laying out of parks and gardens, and the 
choice of plants, shrubs, etc.; the selection of suitable sites for public 
buildings and monuments; and the framing of regulations complemen-
tary to the above. That a special course of "city improvements" 
should be included in the curriculum of colleges and schools of Archi-
tecture, and that free classes should be given by the Architects' 
societies. Profession of Architect: That in order to improve the 
aspect of towns and cities, to frame definite rules as to the conditions 

of dwelling-houses which influence to so great an extent the people's 

moral and physical well-being, to ensure the beauty, safety, and 
hygiene of every kind of building, and generally to diffuse culture, 
the degree of Architect must be recognised by the State, and the duties 
of the profession, which is the only one in a position to deal with the 
problems under discussion, established by law. 
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