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THE ELECTRICAL EQUIPMENT OF 
THE BUILDING. 

MR. C. S. DEMAINE, A.M.LE.E. 

Continued. 
NOTHER subject is the method of wiring a reinforced 

concrete building. The custom usually is to instal 
the wiring, more or less, on the completion of the 
building, thus doing the work on the surface. Un-
less great care is taken, this is ugly, and damages the 
building. The neatest, and, perhaps, the safest way 

of doing this work is in casing, which can be made so that it is not 
as unsightly as conduit. The woodwork should be done by a carpenter, 
not by a wireman, unless he is specially adapted to the work. Special 
casing, with a plain cover should be used, and this will take paint 
properly, which conduit rarely does. If, however, the electric light 
is considered at the right moment, and proper precautions are taken, 
the conduits can be buried in the concrete. If this system is adopted, 
great care must be taken in planning, and screwed conduit must be 
used with ample provision of approved inspection boxes, to enable 
all wires to be drawn in after the concrete has set. All conduits 
must be blocked during erection, to prevent sand, cement, and moist-
ure entering, and it is imperative not to have any isolated length of 
conduit embedded. This principle is being adopted in America, and 
has been worked with success in Australia, and is, I believe, being 
given close attention by some of the Architects in Sydney, who have 
wired buildings on this principle, and have found it satisfactory. I 
have no knowledge of this system having been adopted in Melbourne, 
fear of "Electrolysis" having been a deterrent to its full application. 
If, however, the work is properly done, and there is the proper co-
operation between the Architect and Consulting Engineer in the first 
instance, and the builder and wireman in the second, it cannot be 
seen why the system should not be generally adopted. 

In the planning of the wiring of a building the usual method 
is to do the job in flats, running mains to a central point on each 
floor, and distributing horizontally from there. A system seen de-
scribed, (but not adopted), is, where the upper floors are all on 
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a similar plan, to run all wiring right up from floor to floor verti-
cally in the switch position, teeing off to the lights. This system 
should mean lower first cost of the wiring for the "repetition floor" 
office building, but it is only possible where there are no tenants' 
meters. In arranging the lighting of offices I would not attempt 
to place the lights to suit the placing of the office desks, etc., but 
place them to light the room either with ceiling lights, using proper 
diffusing shades or semi or total indirect lighting. I am of opinion 
that direct light from the ceiling will ultimately hold its own against 
all other forms for office and industrial use. 

A lift being a necessity in any modern building, the first ques-
tion to consider is, which is the better type of lift ;—electric, hydraulic 
or electro-hydraulic? As to the office building, the essentials are:—
safety of the travelling public, satisfactory service, and cost—both 
capital and operating. In regard to the former, where do accidents 
mostly occur on lifts? Very generally it will be found, at or in 
connection with doors, the result either of the lift moving past open 
doors, or through doors being left open, and the lift having been 
moved to another floor. These difficulties can all be overcome on the 
electric lift, if proper precautions are taken. Modern interlocking 
makes it practically impossible for a lift to move unless the door 
is shut and locked. This makes the electric lift safer (if the proper 
precautions are taken) than a hydraulic or electro-hydraulic lift. As 
far as satisfactory service is concerned, there is much to be said in 
favour of each type. The hydraulic is often variable in speed accord-
ing to load and water pressure, but generally is more reliable than 
the 'average electric lift. An attendant is always required for a 
hydraulic, whereas an automatic electric can be used with or without 
an attendant. As far as costs are concerned, the hydraulic costs less 
to instal than the electric, less for maintenance, but more for power. 
The hydro-electric has great advantages in the building where there 
are several lifts, definite hours of operation, and where there is 
always an attendant. In a big shop, for instance, such a system is 
comparatively cheap to instal and operate. The safety due to inter-
locking only is missing. If the hydraulic could be made automatic 
it would come into great favour, and it would be assumed that it 
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would not be subject to the real and imaginary disadvantages of 
the automatic electric. It is only when the automatic hydraulic is 
invented, and is in operation, that this will be found out. 

Before generally criticising the much abused automatic lift, the 
following points should be remembered. "Safety first" should be 
the slogan on lift work. To protect the travelling public, the auto-
matic lift has to be equipped with many safety devices. It has to 
be set to stop automatically as nearly level as possible at any landing, 
under any condition of load. It has to withstand the abuse of the 
mischievous and the ignorant, and is sometimes called upon to move 
both ways simultaneously, yet it discriminates. It has to stop auto-
matically the instant anything is left unsafe for the user. It very 
often happens that such a lift stops because it is not safe, yet because 
of this it is abused. All this means a complicated piece of mechanism, 
and. with a due appreciation of its complications, the automatic lift 
should not be condemned. Considering the splendid work it does, 
it is (if properly equipped) possibly the safest mode of conveyance 
in existence. The fact that the electric lift is safer than the hydraulic 
and gives equally satisfactory service if properly installed, and the 
fact that it can be made automatic, makes it desirable for the office 
building, notwithstanding its greater first cost, and greater main-
tenance and depreciation. 

There are sundry important points to be considered in planning 
an electric lift. The first is to provide adequate machinery room. 
Architects, are, I am afraid, great offenders in this matter. In most 
cases the gear is cramped, and many a lift cannot be properly main- 
tained, due to this cause. 	There should be space in every lift 
machinery room for the maintenance man to easily examine and 
work on all moving parts. I urge fuller consideration of this point 
by Architects. The second point is position of the gear. Lack of 
consideration has caused many a lift contractor to place the gear in 
the basement—this is wrong. The unnecessary length of rope is 
sufficient in itself to condemn this practice. It has no advantage, 
except possibly in special cases. The third point is the type of 
drive. There are three main types :—drum, V, and tractor. In the 
drum the power is applied to the rope by winding, in the "V" by 

[friction 
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friction, and on the tractor by a combination of the two. The drum 
and the "V" wheel are the two best known types, and it is ex-
tremely difficult to form an opinion as to the better principle. The 
drum is largely in favour in some quarters, not so much because of 
any advantages of the type, but because it is usually associated with 
an excellent maker and installer of lift machinery. The "V" is 
generally made by all other makers. It gives equally good service 
where carefully installed. The "V" has an advantage, in so far 
as less rope is required and it cannot overwind. Unless care is taken, 
however, it is harder on ropes. The tractor possibly has the greatest 
advantages, but it is never supplied (why I have never found out) 
unless specifically asked for. 

Without going into the technical details of the lift, a few points 
may be of interest. Safety devices to hold the lift in the well in 
the event of rope breakage, are of two main types—cam gripper, and 
wedge clamp. The cam gripper is instantaneous, and positive in 
action. The wedge clamp is gradual, and is dependent on the opera-
tion of a speed governor. The cam gripper can also be operated by 
a speed governor, but in the event of rope breakage is not depen-
dent on the governor. The wedge clamp is best possibly for high 
speeds, but for general purposes and normal speeds the cam gripper 
is adequate and preferable. The tee runner is essential for the wedge 
clamp, and wood backings are not required, but wood backings are 
advisable for round steel runners with cam grippers, and it is often 
a consideration to know (where space is limited in the well) that 
wood backings can be eliminated. When having lift "cars" con-
structed I advise greater strength or stiffening than is usual, and 
also the making of the roof strong enough for maintenance men to 
work safely on when attending to ropes, etc., in fact the roof should 
have a floor on it. Glass in the roof of a "car" is a mistake. It is 
surprising that more accidents have not occurred, due to things being 
dropped down wells and on to lifts. All doors to lift well openings 

• should hang on ball runners, and in such a way that they will close 
by gravity. Moderately heavy doors are best, and wood (provided 
it is well seasoned) is better in operation than iron and as a rule 
quieter. 

To be concluded. 
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R.V.LA. SILVER MEDAL. 
Open to all members, students of the V.A.S.S., and pupils who 

are serving or have served their articles with an Architect, being 
a member of the Royal Victorian Institute of Architects, and who 
shall be under the age of 3o years on the 3oth day of September, 1921. 

SUBJECT.—A City Building for Architects. 

SITE is at the corner of two principal streets, with a frontage 
of Soft. to one street, facing east, and with a frontage of 120 

ft. to the other street, facing north. On the S. West corner of 
the site a 12ft. R. of Way parallel with the south side abuts this 

site. 
LEVELS.—The site is to be taken as level. 

ACCOMMODATION :—Ground  Floor : Entrance and Stair-
case Hall, and Lift Wells (two lifts), on N. East corner. Balance 
of ground floor space to be devoted to Sample Show Room for articles 
relating to Building Construction. An Enquiry Bureau to be also 
provided near the entrance. Necessary lavatory accommodation to be 
provided. 

Basement to be utilised as Store Rooms in connection with 
Sample Show Room. Provision also to be made for Machinery and 
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Boiler Rooms in connection with Heating and Mechanical Venti-
lation. 

First to Sixth Floors to be utilised for Architects' office suites. 
Suitable lavatory accommodation to be provided on alternate floors 
for different sexes. 

Seventh Floor to be utilised for an Institute of Architects' 
Rooms, with the following accommodation :—Entrance Hall, Cloak 
Rooms (2), and Lavatory Accommodation, Secretary's Room, and 
Council Chamber adjacent, Library and large Assembly Room. 

Eighth Floor to be devoted to Caretaker's Quarters, and main 
portion of flat roof facing the two streets to be retained) as roof 
garden, properly screened from Caretaker's Quarters. 

Lifts to run from Basement to roof. 
Regulations: The structure is to be designed in accordance with 

the City of Melbourne Building Regulations, the Board of Health; 
and all other regulations affecting this Building. 

Heating to be by hot water radiators. (Special provision is to 
be made for both vertical and horizontal pipe ducts). 

Ventilation: A system of Mechanical Ventilation to be provided 
throughout the Building. 

Materials: Freestone facades to principal streets, with granite 
base. Floors reinforced Concrete with wood block flooring (except 
corridors and stair halls). The rest of materials left to the dis-
cretion of competitor. 

Construction: Steel frame encased in concrete, in accordance with 
Building Regulations. External screens to side walls to be in, brick. 
Partitions in office suites to be terra cotta lumber. 

DRAWINGS. — Scale 1/8th inch to s foot. To include 
Basement Plan, Ground Floor Plan, Typical Office Floor Plan, 
Seventh and Eighth Floor Plans, Two Principal Elevations, One 
longitudinal section. Detail of Main Entrance to scale of inch to 
r foot. No Perspective to be submitted. 

Method of Finishing Drawings is to be in pencil and monotone 
wash. Shading allowed. 

The Institute's Silver Medal will be awarded to design placed 
first in order of merit, and a prize value £3/3-, with a special prize 
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of £2/2/-, kindly donated by the President, Mr. K. A. Henderson, 
to design judged second, and a certificate of honorable mention to 
design adjudged third (subject to clause in general conditions). 

The judging of all designs will be based on the number of marks 
obtained. To enable a competitor to obtain the first prize in the 
above competition he must succeed in obtaining not less than 6o per 
cent. in each of the following: 

(a) Designing, 
(b) Construction. 
(c) Draughtsmanship; and at least 75 per cent. of the total 

number of marks allotted. 
The maximum number of marks obtainable under each of the 

above headings are as follows 

(a) Design and Plan-6o.  
(b) Construction-20. 	 f' 
(C) Draughtsmanship— 	 ~~'~jl' „' 

BRONZE MEDAL. 
MEASURED DRAWINGS. 

Open to all students of the V.A.S.S• and pupils or past pupils 
of members of the R. V.I.A., such students and pupils to be under the 
age of 25 years on the 30th day of September, 1921. 

SUBJECT.—The Entrance and adjoining bay of the Royal In-
surance Coy.'s Building, 414 Collins Street, Melbourne. 

Drawings to be of the ground floor, and portion of the first 
floor, viz.: 	from the pavement to about 1 foot above first floor 
sill course, and to comprise inch scale of the Front Elevation, and 
at least two sections and two plans, with full size details of the 
principal mouldings, carving, and features. Show the jointing and 
include the exterior of the doors and sashes. Care to be taken not 
to damage the building. 

All drawings are to be executed in ink, without shading. Sec-
tional parts hatched in. Drawings made in this subject may be sub-
mitted in the sketching competition, if suitable, and expressly entered 
by the competitor. 

[The 



111.10.1.11. llJrt3e Competitions 	 116 

The original sketches from which the drawings are prepared 
are to be submitted with the drawings. These may be drawn free-
hand or set out to scale with T square and instruments on the spot 
at the discretion of the competitor. 

The Institute's Bronze Medal will be awarded to the drawings 
adjudged first in order of merit. A prize of the value of £2/2/-, 
kindly donated by Mr. W. A. M. Blackett (Vice-President) to the 
design adjudged second, and a certificate of Honorable Mention to 
that adjudged third (subject to clause in general conditions). The 
adjudging of all drawings in this competition will be based upon the 
number of marks obtained. To enable a competitor to win a first 
prize in the Bronze Medal Competition he must succeed in obtaining 
at least 66 per cent. in each of the following:— 

(a) Original sketches in field book. 
(b) Accuracy of Measurements. 
(c) Draughtsmanship; and at least 75 per cent. of the total 

marks allotted. 

The maximum number of marks obtainable will be loo, ap-
portioned as follows :- 

(a) Original Sketches in field book 	25. 
(b) Accuracy of Measurements—i5. 
(c) Draughtsmanship-6o. 

SKETCHES. 
Open to all members of the R.V.I.A. and students of the 

V.A.S.S., or pupils of such members. All competitors must be under 
the age of 3o on the 3oth September, 1921. 

SUBJECT.—Six sheets of sketch drawings of Architecture, 
furniture, or details of buildings; or alternately four sheets drawn 
from actual buildings or furniture, or details of buildings, and four 
sheets of drawings from photographs of Architecture, or Architectural 

detail. 
Not less than six sheets of drawings on paper, about to in. by 

8 in., are required from each competitor. 
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All sketches must be drawn in pencil by the competitor himself 
from actual executed work, and should be finished on the spot. These 
must be made during the six months previous to the closing of the 
Competition (February i8th, 1922). 

Sketches submitted in the "Measured Drawings" Competition 
may be submitted in the Sketching Competition if suitably finished 
and the judges so informed. 

Choice of subject will carry weight with the judges. 
All sketches of detail should have dimensions figured thereon. 

with plans and sections of mouldings. 
A prize of £2/2/- will be awarded to the series adjudged first 

in order of merit; and a prize of £i/i/- to that adjudged second 
(subject to clause in general conditions). 

GENERAL CONDITIONS. 

Each Competitor is to make a statutory declaration that the 
whole of the work in the drawings, and the taking of measurements 
for measured drawings, is the work of his own hands, and that it has 
been done during the current year, and such declaration must be sent 
in with the drawings, and enclosed in the sealed envelope containing 
the name and address of the author. 

The drawings are to be submitted without motto or nom de 

plume, and are to be accompanied by a sealed envelope containing 
the name and address of the author, and delivered at the rooms of 
the Institute, 57-59  Swanston Street, Melbourne, addressed to the 
Hon. Secretary, before 5 o'clock p.m. on the 18th day of February, 
1922. 

All drawings will be exhibited to the public if practicable. The 
drawings to remain the property of the competitors, and to be re-
moved by them at their own expense when so notified. 

Medals and Prizes will be awarded at the discretion of the 
Council. 

All drawings to be mounted on stretchers with plain colored 
paper margins. 

[The 
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The Prizes, except the Medals, will be awarded in professional 
books or instruments, selected by the successful competitors, and ap-
proved by the Council. 

The Certificate of the Institute will accompany each prize. 
The Institute reserves the right to retain photographic or other 

reproductions of all the prize drawings. 
The winner of the first prize in any previous R.V.I.A. com-

petitions shall not be eligible for, and is debarred from competing in, 
the same competition for 1921. 

By order of the Council, 

W. M. CAMPBELL, 

Hon. Secretary. 



MINUTES. 

INUTES of General Meeting of members, held at 
the Institute Rooms, 57-9 Swanston Street, on 
Tuesday, August 3oth, 1921, at 8 p.m. 

The President, Mr. K. A. Henderson, occupied 
the. Chair. 

The Minutes, of the previous meeting were read and confirmed. 

Nominations:—Mr. J. A. Laird (Associate), was nominated 
for Fellowship; and Messrs. R. B. Hamilton, A. G. Stephenson and 
H. H. Browning for Associateship. 

Report of Council:— The President reported as follows:— 

State War Memorial:— A public meeting had been held at the 
Town Hall, and a Committee appointed. This Committee has 
called for suggestions for the site of the Memorial. 

Timber Seasoning:— He had attended a Conference to arrange 
for discussions on seasoning timber, with Mr. Tiemann, the American 
expert. It was proposed to make this the subject of a meeting about 
November, and to ask some of the Queensland millers to be present 
to discuss branding and grading Queensland timbers. 

Examinations: — The President announced that Mr. E. J. 
de Graaff had passed the Special War Examination just held; and 
that Miss V. P. Lane and Messrs. H. D. Berry, H. H. Browning, 
J. Firth, L. D. San Miguel and K. Ussher had passed the Profes-
sional Practice Examination. 

Presentation:— A letter was read from Mr. H. J. Kerr (F.) 
offering to donate a framed photograph of the late Mr. Peter Kerr 
to the Institute. The Council had accepted the offer with thanks. 

Rome Scholarship:--The Honorary Secretary drew attention 
to the Conditions of the Rome Scholarship, which had been received 
from the R.I.B.A. 

Articles of Association:— The President explained the pro-
posed Amendments to the Articles of Association, and the meeting 
expressed its opinion that the Council should be increased by the 
addition of two more Associates. Notice of Motion of alterations 

[to 
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to the Articles would be placed on the Agenda for the next meeting 
of the Institute. 

Melbourne Building Regulations:— The report of the Build-
ing Regulations Committee on the proposed Amendments was dis-
cussed and approved. It was, however, decided that members of the 
Institute should petition the City Council for less drastic Regulations, 
and try and obtain the support from the Chamber of Commerce, 
Chamber of Manufactures and Employers' Federation. 

MINUTES. 

INUTES of General Meeting of members, held at the 
Institute Rooms, 57-9 Swanston Street, on Tuesday, 
October 4th, at 8 p.m. 

The President, Mr. K. A. Henderson, occupied 
the Chair,and there was a good attendance of members. 

The Minutes of the previous meeting were read 
and confirmed. 

Correspondence: — The N. Z. Institute of 
Architects re Auckland War Memorial, informing the Institute that 
the Conditions for this Memorial were unsatisfactory and asking 
members to refrain from competing until they had been amended. 

Bowser & Co. stating that the offer of commission to Architects 
was a mistake in their letter issued to them and asking for it to be 
corrected. 

Nominations:— Miss V. P. Lane and Messrs. E. J. De Graff, 
H. D. Berry, L. D. San Miguel and Harold V. Gillespie were nom-
inated as Associates. 

Ballot:-Mr. J. Angus Laird, (Associate), was unanimously 
elected a Fellow; and Messrs. R. Bell Hamilton and H. Hartley 
Browning, Associates. Messrs. Blackett and Davies acted as scrutin-
eers. 
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Report of Council:— The President reported that as Mr. Web 
Gilbert's paper was not available, Mr. H. E. Morton had stepped 
into the breach and would give a description of the methods adopted 
for Underpinning and Foundations in New York. The Institute 
of Surveyors had suggested that the piano, which was now never 
used, should be sold, and tenders were being obtained for it. 

As to the Memorial Scholarship Fund, so far very few replies 
to the circulars asking for donations had been received, members were 
accordingly asked to let the Secretary know the amount of their dona-
tions as soon as possible. 

Amended Articles of Association:— The President reported 
that these were now in the hands of the Solicitor and as it was 
found that certain formalities had to be gone through before their 
adoption could take place, the motion on the notice paper could not 
be proceeded with at this meeting. It was therefore moved by Mr. 
Hudson and seconded by Mr. Gawler that the motion be deleted from 
the Business paper. 

Foundations and Underpinning:—, Mr. Morton then gave a 
short and interesting description of methods of dealing with founda-
tions and underpinning in New York; after which Messrs. Blackett, 
Tompkins, Godfrey, Hudson and Davies spoke of their experience. 
A vote of thanks to Mr. Morton was proposed by Mr. Peck, seconded 
by Mr. Kerr and carried with acclamation. Some time was then 
spent in asking questions, to which Mr. Morton replied. 

[How 



HOW HENRY T. HARE, PAST-PRESIDENT 
R.I.B.A., MET WITH SUCCESS. 

MR. WILLIAM LUCAS (F.) 

Conclusion. 

HE years under review were characterised by many 
great opportunities for Architects to express themselves. 

If ever an Archiect wished for at least a year's 
rest, I am sure it was Henry T. Hare at that period 
of his life; but he was among those who had reached 
the topmost rungs of his profession, hence one of the 
eight asked to compete in the Final Competition for 
the Landon County Council Hall against the fifteen 
who would win their right to be in that final by an 

open preliminary Competition. 
You know the story; it was one of the immensely great oppor-

tunities that come to young men fresh and alert and daring, as well 
as to the trained men of long standing, and the whole lot of the 
latter in this instance was eclipsed by the extraordinary brilliancy 
(and unsparing energy in expressing his ideals) of Ralph Knott, 
at the age of 28; yet Hare's design was certainly among the best. 
He then had some 25 years of work such as few men have to their 
record; and the following years were very chequered with competi-
tive successes and failures. Others, fresher than he, had naturally 
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come forward, still in what may be termed the final lap of his really 
active career, up to the eve of the -War, he was first in a Rest House 
Scheme at Hull, embodying about 120 dwellings and allied blocks, 
and in the Central Library, Fulham ; second for Examination Hall 
for Royal College of Physicians and Surgeons; and third for Welsh 
National Museum, Cardiff. 

When in London, in 1908, I learnt that Hare's office was one 
of the busiest, and yet had one of the smallest staffs, Hare himself 
being so prodigious a worker at the drawing board. Ever desirous to 
aid others, in the midst of a very busy period he prepared and read 
before the Liverpool Architectural Society a paper on "The Planning 
of Modern Public Libraries," the result of his wide experience; and 
in this he put in a plea that all juvenile rooms should have an atten-
dant to explain any doubtful or difficult points which the children 
might come across in their reading. 

Analysing Hare's position in the Architectural World of the 
past 30 years, Mr. Lucas claimed that he was quite in the forefront 
of those who realised that Architecture is essentially a matter of plan. 
Mr. Arthur Keen, to whom all are indebted for much information 
regarding Hare, declares "his skill in making awkward sites yield 
the accommodation that was required of them was a great element in 
his success. Direct planning, resulting in strong, well disposed masses 
of building was the basis of his work." In elevational treatment 
Hare was one of the ablest of his time, and whilst ever learning from 
others, he tenaciously persisted in the expression of certain features 
which gave quite a key to his work. To again quote Mr. Keen, 
"he believed in firm, well drawn skylines, and combined high pitched 
roofs and classic entablatures and attics with considerable success, 
though as time went on he became more classical, and roofing as a 
consequence less in evidence." The early Renaissance of England 
specially charmed him; and whilst on different lines, a proposal of 
his to remodel Carfax Tower, Oxford, that appeared in the "Builder" 
of November, 1896, should be studied by every Gothicist. To 
the problem of effective lighting, particularly from the roof, he 
directed considerable attention. 

[As 
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As to personal characteristics, there was much of a combination 
of Sir Aston Webb and Norman Shaw, though possibly far more a 
matter-of-fact man than either. Passionate love in making the draw-
ings of his schemes, as well as in designing them, conflicted with love 
of association with his fellows, yet he was far removed from being 
a recluse. To a love of discussing points he linked the power of 
being a good listener, and maintained a friendly spirit towards 
one, whether he agreed or disagreed with him. 	A man of 
ready speech and clear expression of views, his words displayed con-
viction ; whilst a further valuable trait in his composition was he 
knew how to conduct a meeting, making an ideal chairman. All 
these qualities served him and his colleagues in good stead in the 
Architectural Association and the R.I.B.A., whether as Member of 
Council, Vice-Chairman of Committees, Hon. Secretary, Trustee 
or President. Of course it is extremely difficult, in effect impossible, 
to lay down rules for success, but there is common agreement that 
for an Architect it lies along the pathway of vivid interest in his 
work, fullest determination to see the main point in every problem 
of design, not to be easily pleased with one's effort, to have friendly 
regard for all who render assistance in the working out of a scheme, 
and to estimate the value of points diverse to one's favorite points. 
Let there be added to these matters, readiness to share in mutual 
responsibilities affecting the corporate life of the profession, as is 
afforded by association with this Institute, allied with a love of 
study of the personalities of those with whom one is brought into 
contact (particularly in this Room) and there cannot but be headway. 
To those bent on meeting with success one must also compare his 
own standards with the standards of others, and especially in early 
practice with the standards of clients and contractors who become 
parties to contracts that as Architect he is called upon to see carried 
out. 

The paper was illustrated with a large number of examples of 
Mr. Hare's power of design. 
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SOME GLIMPSES OF AUSTRALIA. 

R. E. H. WAUGH, A.R.I.B.A., Building Surveyor of 
Johannesburg, who spent his earlier years in Mel-
bourne, and renewed his acquaintance with our Insti-
tute in March last, contributes an article to "Building" 
(South Africa) . 

It is well to have the candid impressions of one 
qualified to judge, and especially when the sphere of judgment fur-
nished largely the material for his training; hence;  the following para-
graphs from an article which in its entirety merits more than ordin-
ary consideration. 

"Melbourne, which in the main is planned imperially, almost 
inspires one by the grandeur of its noble streets and magnificence of its 
commercial palaces. With past Architectural traditions of a very 
high order, more recent work has carried on the spirit of A noble 
heritage. Sydney, her street planning is atrocious and as bad or 
worse than London. 	Adelaide, in town planning, excels, a truly 
fine example for study. How wise her people were and are! They 
have handed their wisdom from generation to generation, and they 
have reaped as they have sown—a noble heritage of a beautiful, 
healthful city. Hobart, with its wondrous environment of great 
mountains and marine lakes, forms a `pearl set in the silver seas.' 
This is a beauty town. 	It is in street fronts that Australia in her 
larger towns is eminent. The earlier Architects, many of them, 
were cultured men of the school of Cockerell and his contemporaries, 
and they have left works of the very highest merit and in large 
numbers." 
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But Mr. Waugh strikes another note. "Countless houses with 
most glaringly aggressive red tiles, which, when the sun beats fiercely 
down weary the eyes; one longs for a few shingles to ease off the 
tone. 	The angry reds of all the Australian -tiled roofs make one 
wish for a little softer tone. There are such countless thousands of 
new buildings mostly covered with these—both in Melbourne and 
Sydney—that one cries out for coolness and quiet. Even painted 
iron seems pardonable instead of this garishness. Red walls, red 
roofs and steely blue sky do not attract; perhaps in America's cooler 
shades these reds may brighten up the landscapes. In Australia 
they make one wonder why every Architect seems to wander along 
the same path. The country is sated. The style is good for houses 
if toned town, and if it were not repeated for ever with endless varia-
tions." Mr. Waugh closes with a comparative note. "One would like 
to see more in Australia of what we know in South. Africa as the 
Mediterranean spirit. 	In house building our standards in better 
class villas are more suitable for our climate than the Australians for 
theirs, and are of superior artistic merit. But our standard should 
in respect of city street fronts he raised by educating our public. 
In Australia business men expect a fine facade." 



UNIVERSITY OF MELBOURNE. 
ARCHITECTURAL ATELIER. 

Established by the University of Melbourne in co-operation 
with the Royal Victorian Institute of Architects 

N Architectural Training, as in commerce, competition is 
a great incentive. The essence of the Atelier movement, 
so far as its success is concerned, lies in the fostering of 
this spirit of emulation; and how far this success has been 
attained may best be judged by glancing back over the 
last three years. 

When the doors of the then new studio were opened 
four or five enthusiasts were found waiting to take charge 
of its desks. In the following year the number had in- 
creased to about a dozen. The enthusiasm grew, and being 

infectious, spread to others, and so at the beginning of this, its third 
year we find between twenty-five and thirty who are either young 
practising Architects or assistants ready to throw in their lot with 
the little band of originals. As the year progressed these numbers 
have been augmented, so that it has been found necessary to press 
an adjoining studio into service. 

Remarkable keenness has prevailed, and though perhaps some of 
the results have been a little disappointing, nevertheless it must be 
remembered that new ideas and methods always take some time to 
assimilate. It is gratifying, however, to the staff and to those practising 
Architects who have given so much time in helping the movement 
by their attendance and strict, but kindly, criticism to note the im-
provement which has taken place in the last twelve months. 

By the time this article is in print, fifteen subjects of all des-
criptions, ranging from a Two Storey Residence to a Triumphal Arch, 
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will have been completed ; with the exception of the "en loge," or 
test subject, to be held in the first week of December. This consists 
of a ten-hour problem to be carried out on a Saturday, and if argues 
well for the "esprit de corps" now existent that every member has 
signified his, or her, intention of being present. 

During the year the members held a Dance and Conversazione, 
each of which was well attended. At the latter about sixty draw-
ings were shown, many being of considerable merit. The coloring, 
however, generally speaking was disappointing, not a few drawings 
being marred by attempts at picture making rather than expression 
by clean, straight-forward washes. At an early date it is hoped to 
show some of the later work, which will, it is thought, show con-
siderable improvement in this respect of coloring. 

Preparations for the coming year are already in progress. Among 
these are arrangements for further Scholarships and Awards, whilst 
exhibitions of drawings from leading English and American contem-
porary schools will be a feature. In addition, the library is to be 
considerably augmented. 

All these factors, combined with indications of increased mem-
bership, give every promise of assured success crowning this essen-
tially valuable movement for the welfare of Architecture. 

THE EMOTIONAL THRILL. 

Mr. G. Gilbert Scott, A.R.A., the Academy's youngest Associate, 
recently commenting on a remark by Mr. G. K. Chesterton, said 
"The expression of the emotional thrill was really the fundamental 
purpose of all the artists of the World. An Architect must keep 
a broad view of his building as a whole for it to have a chance of 
producing such a direct impression." 

This allusion to the Architect of Liverpool Cathedral 
may well be bracketed with a note of sympathy with him 
in the recent loss of Mr. Arthur Green, who since the start of that 
immense work some seventeen years ago, when its Architect was 
only twenty-four, had been Clerk of Works. Time spent by an 
Australian on the rising Cathedral in the company of so delightful 
a personality as Mr. Green leaves valued memories. 
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ALONG THE BYE-PATHS. 

Registration:—Interest has centred during the past month on 
a Bill for the Registration of Architects, introduced into the Legis-
lative Council by the Hon. Minister for PublicWorks, Mr. F. Clarke, 
Very full publicity has been given to its main provisions by the daily 
press; and it is hoped that the measure, which is essentially to the 
advantage of the public, may shortly become law. 

Lord Northcliffe:— At the Press Luncheon to Lord Northcliffe 
on his recent visit to Melbourne, in a speech touching on a large 
number of subjects, his Lordship said "he had been delighted, too by 
Australian Architecture of which England knew nothing at all." 

European Art:—A Japanese citizen has furnished Tokyo with 
a building for a Museum for European Art. 

Internationalism:—The painting and coloring trades of our 
Indian Empire receive supplies not only from the Motherland, but 
from America, Ceylon, France, Germany, Holland, Hong Kong, 
Italy, Japan and Straits Settlements. 

The Charm of Flower and Leaf:— Nearly twenty years ago 
in a paper read before the Institute on "The Streets of Melbourne," 
by Mr.W. M. Campbell (F.), there were these sentences, "Besides 
the street trees, which have become a great feature of every modern 
City, little has been done in Melbourne to introduce the charm of 
flower and leaf into the City itself. In London, in Spring and Summer 
the facades of some of the streets are a mosaic of color, from the care-
fully tended window boxes, glowing with masses of blossoms. Firms 
make a regular business of keeping these boxes bright with a rotation of 
blooms. In Boston, the Virginia Creeper throws a curtain of tender 
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green in Summer and burning crimson and gold in Autumn over bare 
and unsightly walls, right in the City itself. In Melbourne, window 
gardening has not advanced very far, although occasionally one sees 
an odd patch of brilliance. With the number of people now living 
in town dwellings, one would expect more evidence of the flower 
lover." 

It is not too late, however, to make a determined start in this 
desirable direction. Flower boxes, artistically disposed, once seen in 
Rome, London and Oxford, for instance, can never be forgotten. 

England's Summer:— During the great heat of the recent Sum-
mer in England, the lead covering on the dome of St. Stephen's 
Church, Wallbrook, London, crept and fell to an extent of over 18 
inches, breaking away from the clips and exposing the interior. This 
was detected just in time to save this historic church from being in-
vaded by a heavy shower of rain and consequent disaster. 

Herod the Great:— Among the Ordinance Antiquities reports 
which the Colonial Office has received from Palestine of late, is one 
stating that "iat Ascalon the great cloisters with which Herod the 
Great adorned his birthplace, have been identified and excavated." 

Studios:—The British Journal of Photography calls attention to 
a fact that ought to be obvious, but is not always recognised, that 
"when erecting or altering a room which is to be used as a daylight 
studio, it is very necessary to see that all the glazing provides effec-
tive illumination." 

Sir Herbert Bartlett:—The record of the career of Sir Herbert 
Bartlett, who recently passed away, reads like a romance. Chairman 
of the great contracting firm. of Perry & Co., London, Sir Herbert 
showed his interest in Architecture in a practical manner, by the en-
dowment of the Bartlett School of Architecture at the University of 
London, towards which he contributed a sum of £30,000. 

A Dream in Marble:—Sir Ross Smith, telling of his pioneer flight 
from Great Britain to Australia, has the following:—"Of all the 
remembered scenes, wonderful and beautiful, that of the Taj Mahal 
remains the most vivid and the most exquisite. There it lay below 
us dazzling in the strong sunlight, a vision in marble. Seen from the 
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ground, one's emotions are stirred by the extraordinary delicacy of 
its workmanship. Viewed from 3,000 feet above, the greater part 
of its infinite detail is lost, but one sees it as a whole. It lies like a 
perfectly executed miniature, or a matchless white jewel, reclining in a 
setting of Nature's emeralds. We hovered lazily round, exposed 
our photographic plates, and swung off on our course. In the vast-
ness of space through which we were speeding the magnificent monu-
ment became a toy . . . . a mote . . . . a memory." 

America:— According to The Times, London, the mammoth 
new Government Post Office building at Chicago, the construction of 
which has just begun, will have a roof upon which mail aeroplanes 
will be able to alight and "take off." The building will also be con-
nected by miniature underground electric railways with all the prin- 
cipal railway termini in the City. 	Communication between the 
various departments will he conducted by means of moving bands, 
upon which mail sacks can be carried all over the building. 

According to the "Echo" (Brisbane), in America there is a town 
that has never had a fire lighted, and some houses are without fire-
places and chimneys. No fires are necessary, because above the town the 
water has been dammed and stored, enabling electricity to be generated 
for use as heat, light and cooking. The women churn with electricity 
and the sewing machines are also run by the same power. Incidentally 
the land is irrigated by the water as it flows away. 
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VICTORIAN ARCHITECTURAL 
STUDENTS' SOCIETY. 

The Annual General Meeting of the Society was to have been 
held on the 13th September, but the business put on the programme 
had to be postponed. Mr. W. A. M. Blackett was present and gave 
a very interesting talk on his varied experiences. 

The postponed Annual Meeting took place on the 11th. October, 
when the Annual Report and Balance Sheet for 1921 was submitted. 
The election for Office Bearers resulted as follows :—President, Mr. 
Masters ; Vice-President, Mr. Waugh; Hon. Treasurer, Mr. Carolin ; 
Hon. Secretary, Mr. Taylor. Messrs. Collins, Hopkins, Jones and 
Taylor were elected to the Board. 

A Lecture by Mr. J. Pateman, entitled "The Mind in Art," 
was most attentively followed by a fairly large attendance of members. 
The lecturer discussed the deeper life beyond the conscious, known as 
the sub-conscious, and explained how to train the mind to make full 
use of its tremendous hidden powers. 

NORMAN D. TAYLOR, 

Hon. Secretary. 
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