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A  ROYAL SPEECH. 

HE acceptance of the Honorary Fellowship of the Royal 
Institute of British Architects by the Prince of Wales is 

evidently not a sinecure. 
His Royal Highness, in opening the Royal West 

of England Academy School of Architecture at Bristol, 

said 
"I am very pleased to have the opportunity during my visit 

to your splendid city of opening your new School of Architec-
ture, which is founded by the Bristol Society of Architects. I 
am glad for my own sake that Architecture is such a difficult 
and technical subject, because I shall not be expected to make 
a speech. But I should like to say this: During the War the 
profession did splendidly in sending recruits to the Army, 
and it is very hard that it should have suffered perhaps more 
than any other profession from the effects of the War. Unfor-
tunately, an erroneous impression exists in many quarters that 
an Architect is an expensive luxury. This is utter fallacy. The 
Architect depends for his effects on good proportions, and can 
give you buildings which are a pleasure to see at the minimum 
cost, and it is really great economy to employ an Architect, as 
I know from experience on my own estates. The School is 
at present a small one, consisting mostly of ex-Service men who 
are training for their new profession. It has a vast future 
before it. In your own city, in Bath, and in the neighbouring 
counties, you have an unrivalled field for study. There is 
hardly a district in the country which can compare with it. 
The first students have a great responsibility. By your enthu-
siasm you can make or mar the School. Aim, therefore, at 
making your School one of the leading schools in the country; 
and help to guide public opinion rightly, so that buildings of 
the future may be worthy of your beautiful country, and worthy 
also of the men who fought in your famous West Country 
regiments. I have great pleasure in declaring open the Royal 
West of England Academy School of Architecture, and can 
assure you that I shall always take the greatest interest in its 
future development and prosperity." 

[The 



THE ELECTRICAL EQUIPMENT OF 
THE BUILDING. 

(Paper read before Institute at the Rooms, by Mr. C. S. Demaine, 
A.M.I.E.E., June 28th, 1921). 

HE Electrical Equipment of the Building is so 
large a subject that this paper must deal with the 
matter in general rather than in detail, endeavour- 
ing to stress those points which are of interest to 
the Architect rather than the electro-technical 
points which interest the electrical engineer; and 
as your President has asked me, amongst other 

things, to take a small house as an example, and follow the "juice" 
(as we call it) from the street mains to the various points of con-

sumption I assume the house to be in the hands of the Architect, 
and in course of erection, the owner wishing to get maximum comfort 
electrically at reasonable cost. Reasonable cost is emphasised because 
later there is reference to the "minimum cost" job; and when the 
Architect has this subject under discussion with the client, it is sug-
gested that the following points be taken into consideration, viz.: 
good planning, good material and workmanship, and effective finish 
in fittings. 

The planning of the average small house is so obvious that 
I only mention the following points, which are, unfortunately, too 
often neglected. 

That the client thoroughly understands which way doors are 
to be hung, so that switch wires are not put behind doors. That in 
the rooms the furniture positions are set out so that the all-important 
bed-side switch (as an example) can be placed correctly. That one 
light point over the dressing table is ample as a rule for the general 
bedroom lighting. This one light should always be two-way, 
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switched door to bed. A light plug and switch at the bedside for 
a portable light has now got past the luxury stage, and is almost a 
necessity in any well-equipped house. As to switches, 4ft. 6in. above 
floor is the usual height, except at bed-sides, where aft. Sin. is about 
the most convenient height. It is a convenience to two-way switch 
the main hall light from the front door to, the main bedroom, and 
to three-way switch it to the back is sometimes a convenience, whilst 
it should be stated that there is no difficulty in wiring a light so that 
it can be switched on or off from any number of points. Of course 
space for the meter and switchboard should be provided, and if it 
is intended to use any power, even for an iron, it pays in the long 
run to instal a special power circuit. 

Following the mains into the house from the street, for the usual 
small house a two-wire service is all that is necessary, and three-
wire service is only required where the wastage or consumption of 
all the points exceed 3,000 watts, which is equal to say one hundred 
25 c.p. metal filament lamps, or three power points or the equivalent. 
A power point is rated at i,000 watts, which is again equal to, say 
eight zoo c.p. metal filament lamps. The Supply Authority will 
usually service a distance of 6o ft. from the mains free of charge, all 
poles on private ground being, of course, the property of the owner 
of the land, and are to be paid for as such. Mains should be kept 
as high as possible—r8ft. is the minimum (Regulation) height in 
the street—and away from the front of the house, if possible, and 
never across and within reach of windows or balconies. The first 
devices that the mains run to are the Supply Authorities' cut-outs, 
These cut-outs, or fuses, are usually in a cast-iron box, and in the 
event of a dead short circuit on the mains in the house, the cut-out 
will operate and not cause the fuses on the mains in the street to 
blow, thus possibly cutting a whole street out. By cutting off the 
supply it also protects the mains leading to the consumers' switch-
board. The Supply Authorities state they will decide the most 
suitable position for cut-outs, but I would advise those concerned to 
watch this point, and insist on the service going as far as possible in 
the best position from the client's point of view, 

(It 
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It is from here that the owner becomes responsible for the in-
stallation. Mains are run in screwed conduit from this point to the 
main switchboard, where they are divided into circuits through fuses, 
each circuit being protected by a fuse on each side. 

The Institute of Electrical Engineers, London, has found (as 

the result of experience) that for pressures, such as we have in use, 
three amperes is the safe capacity of lighting circuits, and has issued 
Regulations which the Fire Underwriters and Supply Authorities 
have adopted in principle. To increase the ultimate capacity of cir-
cuits to five amps. for light would not, in my opinion, mean any 
extra risk, and would cheapen the cost of installation. 

As a protection against fire and damage, all wiring, no matter 
how short a length, has to be protected by a fuse that will "blow" 
long before the fusing point of the wire is reached. From each pair 
of fuses circuits are run direct to points, and not more than io points 
are allowed on a circuit. It is generally advisable to keep the num-
ber of points per circuit below the limit(to), so that if extra lights 
are required at any time, they can be "looped in" to existing circuits 
rather than having to run a pair of mains back to the board, neces-
sitating an additional pair of fuses. A "point" (the most abused 
term electrically) does not necessarily mean one light. A point is 
where circuit mains are looped into a ceiling rose or other receptacle, 
and from which a light or lights may be taken, and has no reference 
whatever to the switch. It is the commonest thing to hear wiring 
quoted at so much per point. A far better term is "per outlet," an 
outlet meaning terminal mains for light or switch. Thus a light 
controlled by three-way switching would consist of four outlets (one 
light and three switches), while an ordinary light and wall switch 
would be two outlets. 

The actual wiring is done in quite a different way to the obvious, 
which is to run a pair of mains to each light and switch, and "tee 
off." Actually the outlets on the circuit are "looped in." 	(See 

Diagram) . 
As to the method of doing this work, and the proper materials 

to use, the objects to achieve are safety on the job and reliability. 
By safety is meant protection against shock and fire, and if these re-
sults are achieved, and the job is properly connected, it should be 
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reliable. Much of the difficulty that has existed in the past regard-
ing faulty materials has now been obviated. For instance, all wire 
made or imported into Australia has to be up to a proper standard, 
and one can be reasonably sure that (provided the installation is not 
perished) the wire is good. Conduit, if used, is preferably better 
solid drawn, and screwed joints make the best job. Proper con-
tinuity fittings are O.K. only if good continuity is effected, i.e., when 
good electrical connection is obtained at the joints of the conduit. 
As to switches, use some well-known make, but never use any that 
have been dipped for oxidising. All switch parts to be finished 
should be removed from the porcelain. Flexibles are the cause of 
more trouble than is realised. They are used much too generally, 
and a lot of soft rubber and paper insulated stuff has been on the 
market, and should be avoided. Sockets are of two main types, 
the `Bayonet" and "Edison Screw." The "Bayonet" is unfortu-
nately the standard socket in this country. Why, it is hard to say, 
because wherever a socket is called upon to carry any substantial 
current, the "E.S." has to be used by Regulation. Fuses are more 
important than is generally recognised. A fuse holder should be 
removable for safe and satisfactory renewal, and only too many on 
the market are liable to fail if called upon to operate. 

Proper fixing for all conduit and ceiling blocks and switch 
blocks is of course essential, as any loose work means ultimate fault 
on the installation. In fixing switches, the old practice was to fix 
them on the block, but one of my first moves on entering into private 
practice was to have the switch sunk into the block. As far as I have 
been able to learn, this obvious thing had never been done previously, 
though it is now becoming standard practice. 

Sinking the switch flush into the wall and covering it with a 
flush plate is an old-established practice, and for first-class work this 
is frequently asked for. I would ask you, however, to consider this 
practice before advocating it. It means a hole in the wall, and leads 
sometimes to difficulties, in so far as the plaster cracks, and it is 
difficult always to make the switch operate smoothly. Again, may I 
ask, does brass or copper direct on plaster look a finished job? I am 
of opinion that it does not. Is metal in any other instance placed 

[direct 
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direct on plaster? If you consider this, you will, I think, see that 
any other metal fixing or ornament is always mounted on wood. 
Why not allow switches to be fixed on [a. neat block? It usually 
makes a better job. 

I do not propose to touch on light or fittings in this paper. 
Illumination is a subject in itself. The application of the light should 
be in keeping with the rooms to be furnished, remembering always 
that the light is there to see by. 

[At this stage electric bells may be mentioned. The proper bell• 
installation consists of wires (electric light wires are best) in con-
duit down walls, and protected in ceilings. Batteries, if used, 
should be placed in an easily accessible position, and in a dry place. 
The oscillating indicator should be used in preference to the shutter 
drop. A comparatively new device is the bell transformer. This 
is used in place of the battery, but is only applicable where alter-
nating current is available, and in view of the fact that the supply 
of electricity is not infrequently cut off in the suburbs in the day-
time (thus putting the bells out of operation) this system is sometimes 
condemned.] 

As to "minimum cost" job, mentioned at outset of this paper. 
The way to wire the cottage reliably and at minimum cost is un-
doubtedly with what is known as the "Henley," or some other 
similar system. The Soldiers Homes in New South Wales are being 
done on this system—average number of lights seven per house, 
average cost XI°. For this system flexible metal covered cables are 
used without other protection. The mains are serviced in the usual 
way, but from the switchboard sub-mains are run to ceiling roses 
and ceiling snap switches. There is no wiring down walls. Ceiling 
snap switches require a lot of understanding. 

Passing from the suburban to the city building, Mr. Demaine 
suggested an outline of the requirements for a city building which 
was to be used for offices. He assumed electric light was to be pro-
vided, power for radiators and fans, a lift and a vacuum cleaning 
outfit, telephones, and a little known, but important, device—the 
electrical fire detector. 

The service is brought into the building underground in lead-
covered cables. A main switch should be provided at the main en- 
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trance, or some approved and easily accessible position, to entirely 
cut off the electricity in the event of fire. Regulations call for this, 
but provision is not as a rule made for it in the building, nor are 
holes usually left in the walls for the service. These points should 
be considered in planning. The general policy, where a building 

is "let" out, is to have separate meters for each tenant. This means 
chaos sooner or later in the wiring, and it is far better for the build-
ing and the tenants; and is not only better, but pays tenant and 
landlord, if lighting is provided in the rent. The cost of the in-
stallation is anything, I should say, from 15 per cent. to 25 per cent. 
less, and that miscellaneous, untidy and constant source of trouble, 
that hideous collection of cut-outs, meters and other gear, which is 
a disgrace to so many a city building, is practically done away with. 

Take an example: Assume a building with several floors, and on 
each floor io rooms arranged for letting as separate offices or suites. 
If these offices are wired on the old system (separate meters for 
each tenant) there are io light meters, and the meter rent is 6d. 
per meter per month, i.e., 5/- per month per floor, £3 per annum. 
Now, what is the cost of the electricity consumed? Assume, for the 
case of argument, each office has one 5o watt lamp, and assume such 
a lamp burns on an average two hours per day, five days per week 
winter and summer—a liberal allowance. Then the current con-
sumed per lamp is 26 units per annum, which at 4id. per unit equals 
9/2-i each office, the total for io offices being £4/12/1 for current. 
This, plus meter rent per floor, equals £7/12/I. Thus the land-
lord, by doing away with tenants' meters, could charge as lighting 
rent say £6 per annum for the io offices. and make a profit of 
£I/7/II, which would help to pay for corridor lighting. The 
tenants would get their light cheaper, viz., for £6, as against 
£7/12/I by separate meter, and they would avoid all the little 
troubles that arise as to whether each one is paying for his own or his 
neighbour's light; and also that petty little trouble—the monthly 
account. On technical grounds it is advisable to abolish tenants' 
meters, because if each office is separately wired back to meter it 
means in this instance Io circuits each in separate conduit with its 
own pair of mains, fuses, etc., as against two circuits. Only one 

[meter 
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meter is necessary, and only one account is rendered per month (that 
for the building) instead of ten tenants per floor. Maintenance on 
wiring is less, and a big saving is effected by the Supply Authority 
(a) in capital cost of meter, etc., (b) in maintenance, checking of 
meters, etc., and (c) in bookkeeping; thus tending to decrease the 
cost of supply. Urgent consideration of this proposal cannot be too 
strong, both on commercial and technical grounds. Summarised, it 
means at least 15  per cent. to 25  per cent. reduction in the first cost 
of wiring, greater satisfaction and cheaper light to tenants, profit to 
landlord, and reduced maintenance. It also tends to decrease costs 
of supply, and abolishes ugly equipments. 

The same principle applies to power. Great care, however, 
wants to be taken in applying the principle, particularly to residen-
tial flats. The advisability of splitting up the current into corridor, 
caretaker and tenant accounts, both for light and for power, re-
quires consideration. 

(To be continued). 



MINUTES. 

INUTES of General Meeting of members, held at 
the Institute Rooms, 57-9 Swanston Street, on 
Tuesday, June 28th, at 8 p.m. 

The President, Mr. K. A. Henderson, was in 
the chair, and there was a good attendance of 

members. 
The .Minutes of the previous meeting were read and con-

firmed. 
Ballot.— A ballot for the election of Mr. George R. King as 

Fellow was taken, and he was unanimously elected. 
Report .of .Council.—The President reported on the work of 

the Council since last meeting. A visit to the Australian Paper and 
Pulp Company's New Mills had been arranged by invitation of Mr. 
Arthur Peck. Members desirous of visiting the trade classes of the 
Repatriation Department at Wirth's Park were requested to hand 
in their names. It had been arranged that at the next General meet-
ing the amendments to the Building Regulations would be discussed; 
also the proposed War Memorial Architectural Scholarship, towards 
which promises of about £1,200 had already been obtained. The 
Registration Bill might come before Parliament on any day, and so 
Institute members were requested to urge without delay the support 
of any members of Parliament known to them. Conditions of Com-
petition for War Memorial at Lilydale and Soldiers' Club at Port-
land had been before the Council, but satisfactory conditions had not 
yet been obtained. A deputation of the Council was being arranged 
to the Minister of Public Works with reference to the Wood Borer. 
As to increase of Duties on timber, no deputation took place, but 
a written protest had been sent to the Minister. 

War Service Homes. —The . President reported he had given 
evidence before the Accounts Committee. He had found that after 
deducting the expenses incurred by the firm of Messrs. Kirkpatrick 
in carrying out the work, their profit was not a large one, pro-
vided the work undertaken was properly done. He had laid before 
the Committee the offers of the Federal Council, and of the Re-
turned Soldiers, and had strongly urged the decentralization of the 

[work 
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work. He had also protested strongly against Sir Denison 
Miller's statement that "Kirkpatrick & Sons were the 
best Architects in Australia." Mr. Ashworth said he had 
been inclined to compare Messrs. Kirkpatrick's charges with 
the British Institute charges for groups, but Mr. Hen-
derson's report made it clear that this did not apply. He, how-
ever, thought it impossible for one firm to supervise properly so much 
work, and that it should have been decentralized. He also thought 
that family relationship between the Governor of the Bank and the 
Architects of the Bank should be the subject of a protest from the 
Institute. Mr. Hudson said he was present when Mr. Henderson 
gave his evidence with reference to War Service Homes, and had 
to offer to the President his congratulations on the merit of that 
evidence. The Returned Soldier Architects had been overlooked in 
this matter, and Mr. Henderson had brought out that the work 
had not been decentralized, and given to the returned men in the 
various States. The work was so extensive, and covered so large an 
area that it could not be properly looked after by one firm of Archi-
tects. Mr. Stapley also congratulated the President on his evidence. 

Consideration of War Memorials Advisory Committee's 
Report to the Lord Mayor on the State War Memorial Competition. 
4---As the hour was late it was resolved to leave this matter until 
the end of the meeting. (This was ultimately deferred until next 
meeting). 

Paper —The President then introduced Mr. Demaine, who 
read a paper on "The Electrical Equipment of the Building," which 
will appear very fully in the Journal. A large number of exhibits 
added considerable interest. Mr. Arthur Peck moved a vote of thanks 
to Mr. Demaine, and to all those who had so willingly assisted him, 
in placing so much expert knowledge at members' disposal. Mr. 
Gawler was specially interested in the suggestion that the landlord 
should pay all lighting charges, and charge the tenants a fixed sum 
with the rent, thus saving separate installations, and Mr. Hugh 
Peck mentioned a case where the landlord did this, and obtained a 
profit of £6 per month and free lighting for passages. Mr. Stock, 
in giving further details as to Fire Detectors, emphasised that so 
much in the way of efficiency depends upon periodical inspection and 
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maintenance. The vote of thanks being put and carried with. accla-
mation, Mr. Demaine suitably replied on behalf of himself and those 
who had co-operated with him. 

Owing to want of time the matter of the War Memorials Ad-
visory Committee's report was deferred until next meeting. 

MINUTES. 

MINUTES of General Meeting of members, held at the Insti-
tute Rooms, 57-9  Swanston Street, on Tuesday, August 2nd, at 8 p.m. 

The President, Mr. K. A. Henderson, was in the chair, and 
there was a good attendance of members. 

The Minutes of the previous meeting were read and confirmed. 

Death.—The President stated that he had to announce with deep 
regret the death of one of the old members, Mr. G. H. B. Austin 
(F.) . A resolution of regret and sympathy for his relatives was 
passed by members standing. The Hon. Secretary was instructed to 
convey this to Mrs. Austin by letter. 

Report of Council.— The President reported that the matters 
of the Registration Bill and the Chair of Architecture at the Mel-
bourne University were in abeyance owing to the political crisis. 
A deputation from the Council had interviewed the Minister of Pub-
lic Works with reference to the Wood Borer, and he had promised 
to lay the matter before Cabinet. A deputation from the City 
Council to the Minister, re making portion of Building Regulations 
retrospective, at which it has been arranged that the Institute be 
represented, had been postponed owing to the political position. The 
President and Mr. Frank Stapley had been appointed Federal Coun-
cil representatives. Visits were being arranged to Wirth's Park 
Repatriation School, and to Sturtevant and Bedford's factory. 

Certain members of the Council had met the Minister for Re-
patriation, and offered the assistance of the Institute in reorganizing 
the War Service Homes Building Schemes with a view of decentral-

izing 
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izing the work, and obtaining the recognition of the claims of the 
Returned Soldier Architects. The Minister, whilst promising that 
there would be decentralization, did ndt commit himself to any 
course.  

General Business .-Mr. Forster said he thought the Associates 
ought to have more representation on the Council. There was a 
larger number of Associates than Fellows, so he thought there should 
be two more Associate members. He hoped the Council would make 
the necessary amendments to the Articles. Mr. Campbell said he 
quite agreed with Mr. Forster, and that as the Articles were about 
to be amended in any case, it would be a good opportunity to make 
the amendment suggested by Mr. Forster. Mr. Barlow favored a 
still larger representation of Associates. 

Mr. Barlow also refereed to the desirability of uniform Building 
Regulations for all the suburbs of Melbourne. The President stated 
that such had been drawn up, but the suburban councils considered 
them so severe that they would not accept them. As there was a 
general Town Planning Scheme being discussed by the municipali-
ties, it was probable that uniform "zone" regulations might be arrived 
at by the proposed commission. Mr. A. M. Henderson also made 
some remarks upon the subject. 

Consideration of War Memorials Advisory Committee's Re-
port to the Lord Mayor on the State War Memorial Competition.—
The President explained that at a meeting of the Institute held in 
December, 1918, a Committee to advise on War Memorials had 
been appointed, consisting of representatives of Architects, sculptors, 
artists and public men. At the request of the Lord Mayor of that 
year, the Committee had given grave consideration to site and form 
of Memorial, and forwarded him a suggestion of Memorial at 
south of Princes Bridge, in the form of an Arch. In connection with 
this, three (3) resolutions were placed before the meeting for dis-
cussion, viz.:— 

No. 1.—That this Institute views with great satisfaction 
the proposal to commemorate for all time the noble deeds and 
the sacrifices of the members of the A.I.F. and others during 
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the Great War by erecting a substantial Memorial of a non-

utilitarian character. 

No. 2.—That this Institute approves of the suggestion of 
the War Memorials Advisory Committee, that the War 
Memorial should be in the form of a triumphal Arch on the St. 
Kilda Road, at the junction of the Alexandra Avenue, Mel-
bourne, and the City Road, South Melbourne. 

No. 3.—That this Institute considers that designs for the 
proposed War Memorial should be invited from all Architects 
and others in accordance with the Institute's conditions for 
regulating Architectural Competitions. 

No. i was moved by the President, and on being seconded by 

Mr. Hudson, was agreed to. 

No. 2 was then moved by the President, and after being secon-
ded by Mr. C. R. King, on the suggestion of Mr. Keage, it was 
agreed to take the question of locality and form of Memorial as 
separate resolutions, firstly as to locality. The mover said he con-
sidered the site a good position, where a stop could be made at the 
entrance to the City when distinguished visitors were welcomed; 
whilst the seconder said he had no hesitation in saying it was an 
ideal site for an ideal subject. The suggestion of the War 
Memorials Committee had only been arrived at after careful con-

sideration. Mr. Lucas said the Advisory Committee having made 
so definite recommendations, he considered the Institute should at 
earliest express its opinion. 	The locality was an admirable 
one, though the actual site was very debatable. The matter at this 
stage should be left entirely open, and he strongly urged the members 
not to commit the Institute to any locality or site. Mr. Ashworth 
thought that there should be fuller opportunity for other sugges-
tions to be submitted and thoroughly investigated before the Institute 
takes the responsibility of affixing its Hall mark. Mr. Forster said 
Mr. Lucas had given no reasons against the Princes Bridge site, and 
he felt the Memorial Committee's suggestion should be upheld. Mr. 
Fawcett was in accord with the remarks of Messrs. Lucas and 
Ashworth. He thought a Memorial at the site stated would inter- 

[fere 
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fere with traffic. Mr. Hudson said the matter had been before a 
body of experts, and provision for traffic had been taken into con-
sideration. Mr. Barlow agreed that the War Memorials Committee 
had given the matter exhaustive consideration, but members of the 
Institute had not done so, and were not sufficiently conversant with 
the matter to give an opinion at present. Mr. Godfrey also thought 
the Institute should not commit itself. Mr. A. M. Henderson sup-
ported the resolution, and Messrs. Bastow and Campbell also spoke. 

Among the suggestions was one that the Lord Mayor be ap-
proached, and asked if he will request the Institute to make recom-
mendations as to the locality and form the Memorial is to take; 
another that evidence be called for, either by Council of Institute 
or by a Committee appointed by public meeting, as to sites. 

The resolution as to the Institute's approval of locality or site 
was lost by a large majority. 

On the motion of Mr. Godfrey, seconded by Mr. Irwin, it was 
resolved, in view of the last resolution being defeated, the question 
of form of Memorial be not debated. 

No. 3 was next moved by the President, seconded by Mr. 
Forster. Mr. Hudson moved an amendment, seconded by Mr. 
Barlow, that the competition be confined to Victoria. This was not 
agreed to, but it was agreed, on the motion of Mr. Lucas, that it be 
confined to persons residing in Australia. 

AMENDMENTS TO THE MELBOURNE BUILDING REGULATIONS. 
—The President reported as to these, and stated that a copy would be 
left at the Rooms with the Council's Report. 

WAR MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP.—The President reported that 
the sum of about £1,500 had now been promised, and read a draft 
of the letter being sent out to all Members of the Institute. 

The Meeting then closed. 



THE LATE G. H. AUSTIN. (F.) 

HE remarkably sudden removal of Mr. G. H. B. Austin 
(F.) , of the Architectural staff of the State Public 
Works, on July 27th, at - the age of sixty-one, is the 
loss of a vigorous personality. Up to the last he main-
tained the power of versatile design, as instanced in the 
truly imaginative scheme to embody the Nelson Column 
in the Empire's expression of the War, referred to in 
our May issue, while the "Leader," only a few weeks 
before his death, illustrated his ideas for Victoria's War 
Memorial, "having many striking characteristics, 

original in conception and treatment." 
Early in life he joined the Architectural staff of the Education 

Department, and on its amalgamation with the Public Works De-
partment of Victoria in the early eighties, he automatically became 
an officer thereof. For many years he had been one of the Assistant 
Architects, and eventually had charge of the Central District. 

Among Architectural works to Mr. Austin's credit are the new 
City Police Courts, Russell and Latrobe Streets; Schools at Spens-
ley Street and Victoria Park, and the Chalet at Mount Buffalo, 
At the inauguration of the Commonwealth, and in connection with 
the Royal visit, he designed several of the arches erected in Mel-
bourne, as well as other decorative features, including some of the 
illuminations. 

Of a very inventive turn of mind, a number of mechanical ap-
pliances were devised by him. 

At the recent meeting of the Institute, the members unanimously 
expressed deep sympathy with the widow and family. 



THE R.V.1.A. SPECIAL EXAMINATION, 
JULY, 1921 

FOR MEMBERS OF HIS MAJESTY'S FORCES 
WHO HAD SERVED IN THE GREAT WAR. 

SUBJECT FOR DESIGN 
A TOWN HOUSE 

HIS house is to be on the lines of a West End 
Mansion (London), and in Classic treatment. 

The Building is to conform to the Mel-
bourne Building Regulations, and the Regula-
tions of the M. and M. Board of Works. 

gin. sewers and kin. water mains in both 
streets. 

Corner site idoft. x 66ft., with fall of five (g) feet on each 
frontage towards corner. No light on the two sides adjoining pro-
perties. (As per sketch plan) . 

Accommodation.—To be on three (3) floors, or as necessary, 
and to include at lease two (2) Reception rooms, en-suite, not less 
than 600 super ft. each; also Billiard and Smoke rooms, and at least 
eight (8) Bedrooms, exclusive of Servants' Quarters, together with 
the necessary offices, etc. The Entrance and Main Staircase to be 
especially considered; the latter to be full height of building, and 
the flights of uniform width. The facades may be well broken within 
the alignment to aid the interior lighting. Provide a Yard, Garage 
for two (2) cars and necessary adjuncts, together with surface and 
underground drains. 

Candidates are required to prepare eighth inch scale working 
drawings in pencil, comprising Plans, including Roof, two (2) Ele- 
vations and two (2) Sections; with principal features to tin. scale. 

Specification: Specify the Carpenter (not Joiner), and give the 
main and marginal headings for all the other trades. 

The following Candidate has successfully passed this Examina-
tion, viz., Mr. E. J. de Graaff. 
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HOW HENRY T. HARE, PAST-PRESIDENT 
R.I.B.A., MET WITH SUCCESS. 

(Paper read before the Victorian Architectural Students' Society, 
at the Rooms, by Mr. William Lucas (F.), June 14th, 1921). 

N the early days of this year there passed from sight at 
about the age of 6o, as the Press stated, "one of the 
outstanding figures in modern Architectural life," 
and those contemporary with him will quite agree 
that "Hare's early achievements—those of the 
nineties, and of the closing years of the past century 

—were regarded at the time as pioneering design of the highest ex-
cellence." In those years, we who were then in early manhood eagerly 
watched the Architectural papers for something else by him. "Cer-
tainly, the influence that Hare's work has created on current Archi-
tectural work has been an important factor in the general progress." 

Articles in a provincial town, a few months in Paris at the 
Ecole des Beaux Arts, in London as assistant, in private practice, and 
again assistant, courtship and marriage at about the age of 24„ plus 
membership of Architectural Association and concentration on 
competitive schemes after office hours. was his early record. 
In the next two or three years there was the coming top 
in the A.R.I.B.A. Examination, and thus securing the Ashpital 
prize, also the birth of his only child—a daughter. About 3o came 
his first great chance in design, getting into the final six for Sheffield 
Municipal Buildings, and though unsuccessful, the "Building News" 

[review 
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review concluded with the prophecy "The author of this design, with 
more attention to detail should find himself on the road which leads to 
fame." The Royal Academy the next year accepted his perspective 
of the design, and hung it well; and just then he secured his earliest 
premium, coming second for Bury Municipal Buildings. The fol-
lowing year McVicar Anderson (who, by the way, designed the 
elevation of the Union Bank in Collins Street, except the present 
top storey), placed Hare first, out of 63, for similar buildings at 
Stafford. 	The next week it was announced that of the five final, 
out of 132 in the preliminary, T. E. Collcutt selected his for Ox-
ford Municipal Buildings—a really big scheme to cost about £60,000. 
This building I know personally, and there is no doubt that in both 
plan and elevation it stood out well beyond those of the four ultimate 
rivals; and it was no simple problem on such a site, in such an Archi-
tectural centre, and involving also a Library and Court House. 
Thus at 32 he had two large buildings in hand. Then there was a 
bit of rest from competitions, though about three years later he added 
Shoreditch Public Library and Baths to his list (carried out in con-
junction with Spalding & Cross), laying the foundation of a series of 
remarkable successes in Library schemes. And, showing the splendid 
type of man Hare was, he then shared what knowledge he had 
gained with fellow members of the Architectural Association in a 
paper on "Municipal Buildings." Here are two characteristic sen-
tences :—"The subject of planning such buildings is most difficult, 
and therefore most attractive." "Whatever elaboration may be in-
troduced, and however lavish may be the expenditure, the effect will 
fall short if the planning be ill-considered." 

For a period of about 20 years probably no Architect won more 
competitions than Hare, and, of course, had disappointments, some 
great, as Colchester Town Hall and Liverpool Technical School. 
Throughout his professional career it was his custom to make his 
competition drawings with his own hands, except perspectives; having 
in Thomas Davison a very valuable assistant in many directions, 
particularly in the general work in course of erection. 

The resolve to pull down Newgate prison meant great impulse 
to the neo-classic temper, and the building was again closely studied 
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by competitors for the Sessions House to take its place. This meant 
switching off the mind, at least for a time, from the freer treatment 
which was generally in vogue. He saw he was fairly beaten in Sir 
Aston Webb selecting Mountford's design. Just at that time he re-
sponded to the  invitation to compete with seven others for the Strand 
Improvement Scheme. The whole of the designing and drawings in-
volved were done by himself without any assistance—a tremendous 
self-imposed strain on the top of the working out of the Sessions 
House, yet the assessors (Norman Shaw and W. E. Riley) placed 
him first, their report saying: "The author has dealt with the plan 
in a simple and ingenious way, and has overcome the difficulty with 
skill of treating the various street corners." Elevationally it was a 
design far in advance of its time for its revived classic feeling. It 
was very hard lines this scheme fell to the ground. In the United 
Kingdom Provident Institute, in the Strand, entrusted to Hare di-
rect, and in his unsuccessful design for Birmingham Council House 
Extension, are seen forcible forerunners of many of the best features 
in the highest examples of the Architecture of to-day. 

Departing from his usual custom, he got J. B. Fulton to do the 
drawing in his competitive design for the Peace - Palace at the 
Hague, and a specially fine set of drawings illustrated a fine design ; 
and though unsuccessful, this has been studied and re-studied by 
many able men since its appearance in the journals in June, 1906. 
He was then at another exceptionally strenuous time of his life. He 
had carried out the Presbyterian College at Cambridge some years 
before, but by no means specialised in that class of work; though 
noticing the University College of North Wales was asking Archi-
tects willing to compete to send in their names, he did so, and was 
one of five selected. It meant working in a style elevationally in 
sharp contrast to that which for years he had been accustomed to, 
and totally different to that of earlier life. Sir Aston Webb was 
assessor, and Hare found himself first. The site was a hillside, con-
sisting of two level plateaux, that at the back being about i3oft. 
above the front. His power of planning then served Hare specially 
well. 

(To be concluded). 
[Imagination 



IMAGINATION ON THE IMMENSE 
SCALE. 

HE All India War Memorial, in the form of a great 
Arch, of which the foundation stone was laid by 
Field Marshal, H.R.H. Duke of Connaught, at the 
end of the Processional Avenue, Delhi, encloses at 
its summit petroleum tanks. With the aid of these 
tanks, on days of Commemoration, there will arise 

during the day a volume of smoke, and during the night a volume of 

fire. 

Her Majesty the Queen has inspected a model of an Empire 
War Memorial Shrine, for the erection of which an appeal is being 
made to British womankind. This is in the form of a Greek cross, 
with a diameter of 300 feet from end to end of the arms; is planned 
with seventy-eight recesses, and each of these recesses is intended to 

serve as a memorial chapel, to be dedicated to the fallen in war. The 
elevational treatment is in Gothic. 

A Memorial to the American Civil War will re-cast a granite 
monolith, which rises sheer out of the landscape about 12 miles east 
of Atlanta, Georgia. After eight years of planning, on the face of 
this mountain mass measuring 1,500 feet long, and i,000 feet high, 
there is to appear a sculptural representation of an army. One thous-
and Confederate leaders of the South will be fifty feet in height, and 
will be distinct to the observer five miles away. 	A troop of 
cavalry, masses of infantry, and batteries of artillery, will enter into 
the composition. At the base of this vast granite monolithic moun-
tain, a Memorial Hall is to be carved out of the solid rock. 

The Editor is indebted to one issue of the "Building News" 
(London), for these three ultra-arresting items; and, was not Napo-
leon right when he said : "It is imagination which rules the human 
race." 



ALONG THE BYE-PATHS. 

State War Memorial.—The State War Memorial Movement, 
on August 4th—the seventh anniversary of Britain's declaration of 
war—reached a very definite stage. At a public meeting, convened by 
the Lord Mayor of Melbourne, the following resolution was passed : 
"That this meeting of citizens confirms the launching of an appeal 
by the Lord Mayor to establish a National War Memorial, by means 
of a monument, and that an executive committee, with the Lord 
Mayor as chairman, and with power to add and appoint sub-com-
mittees, be formed to carry out the object." Thereupon the follow-
ing were appointed, the Lord Mayor, the Premier, Mr. F. Clarke, 
M.L.C., Sir Harry Chauvel, Aldermen Cabena and Stapley, Alder-
man Hitchcock (Mayor of Geelong), Sir John Grice, Sir John 
Monash, Sir William McBeath, Sir Baldwin Spencer, Messrs. A. 
S. Baillieu, C. F. Crosby, T. G. Ellery, J. T. Pemberton, and F. 
Tate. 

On August 15th the first meeting of this Executive Committee 
took place, and it was communicated to the press by Mr. F. L. Bru-
ford, organising secretary, that the Committee had decided to call 
for suggestions as to the site of the proposed Memorial in the city 
of Melbourne. The Committee did not discuss the design of the 
Memorial, which will not be dealt with until later. 

Congratulations —Congratulations are tendered Sir Bertram 
Mackennal, R.A., on his knighthood. Since the visit, extending over 
some three years, to his native city of Melbourne—now over thirty 
years ago—Sir Bertram has truly enriched modern sculptural art in 
various parts of the world. In addition, it may be recalled that he 
was appointed to design the Coronation Medal, and the new Imperial 
coinage of George V., also the Standard Medals for the Olympic 
Games. The Editor cherishes a sample of his power as a drafts-
man at the age of twenty-five. 

Sir Rowand Anderson.— The passing of Sir Robert Rowand 
Anderson, LLD., at the age of eighty-seven, means the removal from 
the fore-front of professional affairs in Scotland of an Architect of 

[considerable 



-- 	- 
: 	 --- 	.. -- 

:aIong tbe 2Bpe=llJatbs 

considerable ability. Not a few have studied his McEwan Hall, 
Edinburgh University, both actually and in illustrations, finding, 
particularly in its plan and interior treatment, an inspiration, and a 
model for an ideally great Hall. 

Visit .— The visit of Members and Students of the Institute on 
June 29th to the Australian Paper and Pulp Company's new Mills, 
through the kind invitation of Mr. Arthur Peck (F.), will be long 
remembered. It was a very profitable and interesting occasion, and 
such fraternal gatherings do much towards the achieving of the best 
aims of the Institute. 

Reinforced Concrete—So the Japanese can possibly rightly claim 
to possess the highest monolithic structure yet built in reinforced con-
crete. Their tower for wireless telegraphy at Tokio is 66o feet 
high above the ground level. 

Another Designing Problem.— Paris is shortly to have a Mosque 
for the worship of France's Mohammedan subjects who may be there 
from Northern Africa. 	

gf 

The Timbers of Australia.— The forthcoming visit to Victoria 
of Mr. H. D. Tiemann, of Madison, U.S.A., at the invitation of the 
Victorian Government ought to greatly aid the development of 
forestry, and the use of Australian timbers. Being a high authority 
on the seasoning of timber, as the result of a meeting convened by the 
Minister of Forests, an influential committee has been formed to 
utilise the technical knowledge of Mr. Tiemann to best advantage. 

Professional Practice Examination. — The following candidates 
have passed, viz., Miss V. P. Lane, Messrs. H. D. Berry, H. H. 
Browning, J. Firth, L. D. San Miguel, and K. Ussher. 



THE VICTORIAN ARCHITECTURAL 
STUDENTS' SOCIETY. 

HE Constitution of the Society has been amended with a 
view to more efficient management. In September an 
election of Office-Bearers will take place, the old Com-
mittee being superseded by a Board consisting of ten mem-
bers, each having special duties. New offices are created 

for Syllabus, Social, and Publicity Organisers, and two Captains, to 
which members are appointed for six months only. 

The whole idea is an experiment, and (not least in its favour) 
it will give Students an opportunity to try their organising ability, 
without over-much encroaching on spare time ; it being felt this Society 
should be a "Student" Society in more ways than one. 

On 12th July a fair number gathered to hear a talk by Col. 
Masters on "Submarine Mining." The different types of mines 
were described, as were also the laying of a mine-field, the arrange-
ment of the mines in such a field, the testing, etc. The lecturer also 
showed by a diagram how it was almost an impossibility for a vessel 
in a mined area to escape destruction. 

A visit to the Melbourne Hospital was held on sq.th July. About 
twenty members attended, and were shown all over the building by 
the Engineer. Probably the part that held the most attention waethe 
Kitchen; though the Operating Theatre and the Laundry were no 

less interesting. 
The meeting on gth August commenced with a battle between the 

chairman and a couple of members who thought that it was not a 
"Special General" Meeting, and ended with the usual refreshments. 
Midway was a display of cinematograph pictures. 

NORMAN D. TAYLOR, Hon. Sec. 

ARCHITECTURAL ATELIER. 

The Editor has kindly placed a page of the Journal at the dis-
posal of the Atelier, and it is hoped in future issues to take full 
advantage of this. The first half-yearly conversazione, on August 
18th, and the exhibition of studies open for several evenings, aroused 
considerable interest. 	The conversazione began with four short 
addresses, two from Fellows of the Institute, Messrs. Blackett and 

Lucas; and two from visitors, Messrs. Douglas Richardson and 

Pakeman. 
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