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THE GREAT WAR 
1914-1919. 

THE R.V. I. A. RECORD OF SERVICE 

SUPPLEMENTARY LIST 

OF THOSE WHO HAVE RETURNED 
K. B. HAMILTON. 

J. J. K. MILLS. 

R. SYNNOT. 

Son of Member. 

N. KINAMOND HARVEY. 

SUPPLEMENTARY RECORD. 
F. CHRISTIAN, (Lieut.), 7th Field Co. Engineers, was awarded 

Military Cross and Bar; and prior to discharge was wounded. 
NORMAN KINAMOND HARVEY, (Sapper), znd Division Wire-

less Section, enlisted November, 1915. Served in Egypt and France, 
and was gassed. Discharged March, 1920. Is son of J. H. 
Harvey (F.). 

GEOFFREY GORDON MCCRAE. 
MAJOR, 7TH BATTALION. 

Enlisting in 1914 during his first year's Articles, he 
left Melbourne with the 7th Battalion, holding rank as 
Captain. Served at Gallipoli, where he was wounded, 
and in France. 

He passed out of sight in the Battle of Flers, at the 
age of 26, whilst acting as Lieut.-Colonel. Was men-
tioned in Despatches. 

" Strive and thrive ! Cry `speed,'—fight on, for ever 
There as here !" 
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F. K. NOAKES, (Lieut.), Royal Engineers. Enlisted 1914 with 
Infantry. 

RAYMOND SYNNOT, (Major), Artillery, Howitzer Brigade, 
enlisted in 1915. Saw service in Egypt and France; and the Military 
Cross was conferred upon him. 

BOYD C. THOMSON. 
SERGEANT. 

He enlisted in June, 1915, during his Articles. 
After a Military career of about eighteen months he 
passed out of sight in the Battle of the Somme, November 
8th, 1916. 

In College days (was Editor of "Scotch - Collegian" 
in 191 z) he had written 

"How wondrous is this little life of ours- 
. . 	Oh, never shattered, only laid aside.'' 

[Will those who have not yet done so, please furnish information 
along the lines set forth]. 



PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS. 

MR. KINGSLEY A. HENDERSON. 

ELLOW members of the Royal Victorian Institute of 
Architects, I thank you deeply for the honour you 
have done me in electing me your President, and 
I shall endeavour to uphold the highest and best 
traditions of our Profession and Institute. 

I have had some diffidence in accepting the post, primarily on 
account of my age, and consequent lack of mature judgment and 
experience; and secondly on account of the fact that any small 
prominence I may have gained in our Profession has been rather on 
the executive and structural side of the work, and not on the aesthetic 
side. On this latter side I fear I may not as adequately as may 
be wished represent the Institute, particularly in a year when our 
National War Memorial scheme, and many other smaller memorial 
schemes are to be launched. 

I know that it is the right of the retiring President to review 
the past (which has already been done), that the present belongs 
to himself and myself, and the future to me. Yet I am going to 
encroach on my predecessor's rights as to the past in two matters. 

Firstly, that this is our first Annual Meeting since the return to 
Australia of the whole of our members and students who were on 
Active Service for the Empire, (save those whom we deeply lament 
can never return), and so on behalf of this Institute I express to 
them deep thanks for all they have rendered, linked with the hope 
that they will prosper exceedingly, having practices which, as a result 
of personal travel and experience abroad, will grow steadily. 

Secondly, 
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Secondly, that during the past five years, owing to shortages 
and violent price fluctuations of labour and materials, the usual 
contract system of building broke down, and various schemes of 
building on a cost and profit basis took its place. So I think we 
should, in view of a probable return to the contract system in the 
near future, ask ourselves if we prepared our building schemes under 
the commission system with the same care and exactitude that we 
had previously employed under the contract system. Personally I 
think there was a little slacking off, and in the quieter times that are 
surely coming, there will be opportunity to mend our ways along 
directions that may appeal to us. 

As to the present, the period is one of financial uncertainty, due, 
primarily, to post-war extraordinary buying abroad and importing, 
at a time when export sales abroad (particularly in regard to wool 
and metals), have been very unsatisfactory. This state of affairs 
obviously reduces the money available for putting into Australian 
enterprises, and I feel that our profession is practically the first to 
be affected by these conditions. I feel confident though, that the 
law of supply and demand will ultimately adjust the position. In 
my opinion, therefore, for the next one or two years, there will be 
a little more time on hand in which to put our house in order. And 
what can we do to affect this purpose? 

Firstly,— In regard to the external and allied interests of our 
Profession, we will have a return, I feel sure, to the contract system 
of building. This, among other matters, will mean that the ques-
tion of Conditions of Contract will again crop up with the Master 
Builders' Association, when there must be every attempt to come to 
an equitable settlement in regard to issues involved. Secondly,—As 
urged previously by Mr. Arthur Peck, a past-president, we can en-
deavour again to impress the Government on the subject of the pros-
pect of the gradual extinction of the artisans in the building trades; 
and, in conference with the Master Builders' and other interested 
bodies, can do our share in urging suitable action by the Government 
to avoid this. Thirdly, We can assist in the development of our 
country's resources by utilising its products as far as possible in our 
building operations. Fourthly,—As to the review of the Melbourne 
Building Bye-Law, both as to provisions and applications, and par- 



Presfòentfal aaòress 35 

ticularly the application to the alteration and remodelling of existing 
structures, the question should be looked at broadly, and a conclusion 
arrived at as to whether the Bye-Law is beneficial, or is retarding 
seriously the growth of the City. 

In regard to the internal interests of the Institute. Firstly,—
We can continue our endeavours towards securing increased status 
for the Profession by the passing and putting into operation of the 
Registration Bill. Secondly, We can carry on efforts to obtain 
better Architectural education at the University by the foundation 
of the Chair of Architecture; and in addition further the competitive 
spirit among trainees by establishing scholarship benefits. Thirdly,—
We can increase the community-spirit and co-operation among the 
members of our Profession. 

Dealing with these three interests more in detail, Mr. Henderson 
proceeded. As to the Registration Bill, most know the position. 
Last session of Parliament the Bill passed the Legislative Council, 
but in the Legislative Assembly it was a "slaughtered innocent." 
As to the provisions of the Bill, the work may be taken as done, 
but what remains is for each to bring the greatest pressure he can 
to bear on the individual members of the Legislative Assembly whom 
he happens to know, so that support may be fully assured. In this 
connection it always seems to me to be a striking anomaly that plum-
bers and drainers have been registered and licensed for years, also 
accountants, auctioneers, dentists, and many others, yet Architects 
so far have not been able to obtain this benefit. 

The position as to Architectural education, and the Chair of 
Architecture, is that the Institute approached the University Council 
and that body urged the Government to make the necessary financial 
provision in the pending University Bill. That Bill, unfortunately, 
was also a "slaughtered innocent" last Session. Now, until we get 
the Chair of Architecture, with its definite three or four years' train-
ing, followed by one or two years' articles, our endeavours should be 
to ensure fullest success to the transition scheme of concurrent 
diploma and articles, notwithstanding its many disadvantages. 

During the coming twelve months it is hoped to actually establish 
. our Scholarship Funds, which, in yearn to come, will form the 
Travelling Scholarship of the Institute. 

[In 
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In regard to increased community-spirit and co-operation 
amongst members of the Profession, emphasis must be laid upon the 
marked difference in the professional training of most of our practis-
ing Architects of to-day and that undergone by the members of all 
other professions. For instance, in the last twenty or thirty years 
there have been few very large Architectural offices, and therefore, 
no large training schools, with the result that the training of present-
day Architects has been severely individual, and the benefits derived 
by earlier men during training by argument and discussion in large 
offices has been lost. Under these circumstances, among the practis-
ing Architects of to-day, few of the ties usually formed in the 
studentship period exist. With the Chair of Architecture at the 
University this would be changed, and our Institute become the re- 
union ground of old University students. 	Moreover, in years to 
come it will be the common ground where the old habit of discussion 
and helpful argument will be kept up. 

My greatest aim is to see what we can do meanwhile to get 
some of this community-spirit into our meetings, the spirit which we 
picture in the meetings of the future. I used to think that members 
showed scant appreciation of the Council's work by their poor at-
tendance at our meetings. I have since come to the conclusion that 
this is the Council's fault, through members being kept quite in the 
dark as to certain doings of the Council. My impression is that there 
should be closer connection between the Council and the body of 
the members, therefore I propose, during the coming year, with the 
consent and support of Council and members, to have monthly meet-
ings, to give a brief monthly report of the Council's activities in all 
matters (on any item of which, by request, I will amplify the refer-
ence in the report) and to arrange for papers and discussion alter-
nately of technical and aesthetic interests. 

In regard to papers of technical interest, I have the following in 
mind :—Architectural Accountancy, Difficúlt Foundation Designs, 
(three or four papers), Electric Wiring and Installation, Office 
Management (several short papers by members), Registration, and 
the Board and Its Duties, Architectural Education of combined Tech-
nical and Aesthetic interest, and the Essentials of a Victorian Home 
for a man of fixed moderate income. 
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Referring to aesthetic interest, Mr. Henderson hoped that at 
next meeting the War Memorial Committee will be present to meet 
Institute members as to the National War Mémorial, whilst as to 
the future Architectural work at the Federal Capital, he hoped we 
would hear direct from the Minister for Home Affairs. A Town 
Planning Evening was also in his mind, and he anticipated reviving 
the December "At Home" and the Exhibition of Competitive Draw-
ings. 

Suggestions from any member towards achieving the ends in view 
would be gladly received by the Council and himself. In conclusion, 
Mr. Henderson urged the giving of monthly meetings a fair trial, 
with personal attendance, not from a sense of duty, but to give, and 
receive, benefit and knowledge and experience. Each one should 
regard himself as an everrincreasing store-house of experience (which 
is knowledge) the treasures of which it should be one's pleasure, to 
share with his fellow members. 

If, during his year of office he could further appreciably what 
he regarded as the external and internal interests of the Institute, 
and, in addition, that which he deemed most important of all, the 
increase of the "get together" spirit among members (that spirit which 
would do more than anything else to forward the other interests) 
he would vacate the Chair with a feeling that his year had not been 
spent in vain. 

[Minutes 



MINUTES.  
INUTES of General Meeting of members, held at the 

Institute Rooms, 57  Swanston Street, on Tuesday, 
April 5th, 1921, at 8 p.m. 

The President, Mr. K. A. Henderson, occupied 
the chair, and there was a good attendance of 

members. 

The Minutes of the previous meeting having been published in 
the "Journal" were, on the motion of Mr. W. M. Blackett, seconded 
by Mr. Sydney Wilson, taken as read and confirmed. 

Nominations.— Mr. G. B. H. Austin (Associate) was nomin-
ated as a Fellow, and Messrs. W. P. Page, N. Schefferle and J. D. 
Overend as Associates. 

Election.— A ballot was taken for the election of Mr. W. H. 
Sayer as Fellow, and for Messrs. H. T. Coney, J. C. Aisbett, N. 
D. Taylor, K. H. Oliphant, F. N. Bamford as Associates; all of 
whom were unanimously elected. 

Congratulation.— Mr. Hudson moved a vote of congratulation 
to Alderman Stapley on his election as an Alderman of the City 
of Melbourne, and emphasised the great assistance he had been to 
the Institute during his Presidentship. The vote was seconded by 
Mr. Godfrey, and, after support by Mr. K. Henderson, was passed 
by the meeting with acclamation. Mr. Stapley said that he appre-
ciated the kindness of members in passing the vote, and stated 
what work he had done had been a pleasure to him. 

Welcome.— The President welcomed back Mr. H. E. Morton, 
City Engineer, who had been on tour in Europe and America on 
behalf of the City Council of Melbourne. Mr. Morton suitably 
replied. 

Recognition.— Mr. Kerr reported that it was the intention of 
the Government to place a portrait of the Architect of the Parlia-
ment Houses (Mr. Peter Kerr) in the Parliamentary Library. 

General Business.—The President reported an interesting visit 
to the Northern Timber Mills, where the working of the Tiernan 
Seasoning plant was shown to members. 
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The President announced he had decided, with the consent of 
the Council, to make reports of the work done by the Council at 
each meeting of the Institute. He therefore that evening reported 
on the proposed interview with the Premier by the Council of the 
University and representatives of the Institute ; the appointment 
of Mr. Ross to the Federal Capital Board; the amendments to the 
City Building Bye-laws; precautionary measures against the Borer; 
the R.I.B.A. examinations; the Malvern War Memorial competi-
tion; the Immigration scheme of the Lord Mayor and the "Journal 
of Proceedings." 

Presidential Address.— The President then delivered his Address 
(deferred from the Annual Meeting owing to illness) which appears 
elsewhere. A vote of thanks to the President for his interesting 
address was moved by Mr. Stapley and heartily carried. 

Municipal Conference on Town Planning.— A report on the 
Municipal Conference on Town Planning was submitted by Mr. 
Frank Stapley, V.P. Twenty-one municipalities out of twenty-six 
had responded and sent delegates. A Committee had drafted a Re-
port and recommended a Commission be appointed to lay out the 
whole of the metropolis. This, after being laid before the Con-
ference, was referred back to the Committee. 

Mr. Stapley further said that the papers criticised the Report 
as a beautification scheme, but it was necessary that something should 
be done to obtain a scheme for future development. Everyone was 
agreed on that. The Government should appoint a Board and 
funds be provided to pay experts. 

The President and Mr. Hudson also spoke on the subject. 

[An 



Al INTERESTING COMPETITION. 

HE Competition for the Memorial to be erected in 
St. Kilda Road, to the soldiers who fell in the 
South African War, was of far more than usual 
interest. The allotted site is an irregular triangu- 
lar plot at the junction of Melbourne's main 
artery with Albert Road, and the design had to 
be in the form of an obelisk and to also show 

the treatment proposed for the plot. Some nine or ten schemes were 
received, and each competitor showed power of capable handling, 
though in some instances the draftsmanship failed to do justice to 
the conception. Messrs. W. R. Butler and W. M. Blackett (F.'s) 
were assessors. 

As the problem was essentially one of plan, allied with placing 
on site, main view-point and regard to surroundings, the exhibition 
of designs specially appealed to the Editor, so he submits this running 
commentary—the numbers being those temporarily given by assessors 
to distinguish the schemes. 

No. 6 (placed 1st, the authors being Messrs. Irwin and Steven-
son) . In common with two other designs, the obelisk directly and 
centrally faces the side flanking St. Kilda Road, but ignores the centre 
of the site. By this preparedness to radically sacrifice the symmetry 
of the lay-out of the entire site, the rear of the Memorial proper 
is opened up towards Albert Road, and a symmetrical area obtained 
for it by cutting a pathway and risking an irregular gusset piece. 
The authors certainly by their boldness obtained special effectiveness 
of setting in regard to both roads, substantially prompted in their 
idea by noting the course of pedestrian traffic across the site. The 
obelisk itself has much in common with many of the other designs, 
except that it has a channel below its pyramidal apex and a sword 
towards the base. The platform is hexagonal with blocks at the 
angles upon which it is suggested lions may ultimately be placed. 

No. 4 (placed 2nd, the author being Mr. F. Sale). Facing 
towards the City, its terraced foreground with accessory steps and 
blocking, also lay-out of site and approaches—in fact plan, as in 
case of premiated design—had much to do with its position. The 
obelisk stands on rather a restless pedestal, whose moulded and en-
riched features, whilst excellent in elevation, could be modified to 
advantage for actual structure. 

4 
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No. 3 (placed 3rd, the authors being Messrs. Stephenson and 
Meldrum). Composition of obelisk and its immediate setting, rather 
than planning of entire site, is conspicuous. The Memorial is set 
on the boundary of the site flanking St. Kilda Road, and has a 
dwarf wall behind, openly treated. The pedestal in three sections 
evinces much able treatment, whilst the name-plate is a charming 
bit of design. 

As to the remainder of the schemes, that marked No. 2 is 
essentially of dramatic order with its numerous units of composition. 
Had there been concentration on far fewer points, and ornamenta-
tion practically ignored, there would have been closer approximation 
to the factors of "correct proportion, elegant outline and dignified 
appearance," as set forth in the author's report. 

A design which is on lines of considerable promise is that of 
a buttressed obelisk. The placing on site with allied water basins 
and stepped approaches show keen freshness, and certainly the whole 
scheme has that "isolation which lends dignity." The junction of 
obelisk with pedestal has much merit. 

No. 7 evidently gave most thought to a platform with its circular 
wall at back—the block terminals of which with their wreaths, are 
specially effective. The obelisk itself, however, appears specially un-
happy in its proportions, and this feature is emphasised by the sharply 
splayed base. 

No. io, with its shaft very slightly tapered and flat pyramidal 
top, rising from a set-off below which are wreathed swords, is possibly 
the most original treatment of obelisk and setting. The base is'en-
closed, and the platform reached by steps on either side. The whole 
scheme has much to commend it. 

No. 9, of the ordinary obelisk form, rising from a pedestal 
mounted on steps, particularly lacks thought in the disposition of its 
moulded members. 

As to No. 8, similarly to No. 9, the obelisk is of the ordinary 
type, but relieved with pylons and columnar screen—the latter com-
plete, or an alternative as if ruined—the scheme has a simplicity which 
is charming, though possibly too Egyptian for its purpose and site. 

The promoters of this competition may well be gratified with 
the response generally and the result. 

[Designs 



DESIGNS. ETC. FOR R.V. I. A. PRIZES 

HAT only two competed for the Silver Medal is 
greatly to be regretted, especially as the work 
of those who did so shows that passionate en- 

' 	thusiasm which ought to well aid them in their ♦
. + '~ti j~,'~j 	careers. Possibly the premier design — Mr. G. 
	  H. Hallandal's—in the opinion of the adjudica- 
tors, in failing to secure the Silver medal lay mainly in the multiplicity 
of features for such a subject as a "Memorial Public Library for a 
City of about 20,000 people." 

As an exhibition of draftsmanship there is considerable merit, 
and in both plan and elevation several features which, if developed, 
ought to ensure great promise of success in future competitions. 
Among the good points are the ready access to the several reading 
rooms, though "Works of Reference" should be nearer the entrance; 
and the treatments of the central feature and end bays, though the 
columns suffer in their attenuation. On so limited frontages, too 
great a proportion, especially at the angle, has been given to accessories 
towards the respective streets. 	There would also be difficulty over 
desirable supervision of visitors and readers. 

Elevationally, in erection it would never do for the plinth to be 
so lacking in height, nor for columns, or pilasters, to sit so directly 
on boldly projecting cornices, nor for blocking over coupled columns 
to so exceed them in width. In regard to the large lunette and dome 
over entrance, each is quite unhappy, and their "wiping out" would 
greatly enhance the entire composition. 

A library is one of the subjects in which reticence counts for 
far more than in many structures, and Percy Adams' Bristol plan in 

, the "Journal" for January is recommended for study. 
Miss Tickell's scheme is in sharp contrast to that of Mr. Hallan-

dal's. It is far less ambitious, and with little further study far more 
could have been made of the entrance features, including main stair-
case. Supervision,' so essential,- would be practically impossible, and 
for effective working the portions frequented by the public would 
have to be brought more together, 
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There is a measure of imagination about this scheme which is very 
pleasing, resulting in the expression of a freshness which ought to 
aid the author's advance; for instance, in actual building even more 
than in the drawing, the entrance with its broad flights of steps, 
loggia and memorial statuary, would be boldly effective. As to ex-
ternal treatment, the outstanding feature is love of broad unenriched 
surfaces—so valuable in Architecture—whilst the loggias at sides and 
subordinate simplicity of fenestration are decidedly clever. 

Three submitted measured drawings of the portico to Mel-
bourne High School, and each set shows careful measurement and 
delineation of this fine example of early Melbourne Architecture. 
Masterly bits of freehand appear in all the quarter-full size coats 
of arms sheets. 

The Medallist—Mr. W. K. Collins—has undoubtedly scored 
by his firm draftsmanship, disposition of features on sheets, also in . 
character of printing, get-up in mounting, etc.—all details to be com-
mended. The author of the set placed 2nd—Mr. J. F. D. Scar-
borough—scores over his rivals in care in certain directions, being 
alone in showing the weatherings to entablature in half-inch drawing; 
printing, however, is very weak. The 3rd—Mr. H. G. Bottoms— 
is particularly strong in free-hand of coat of arms, and well attended 
to certain little points of detail; but how was the correct rendering 
of the top moulding of the pediment overlooked ? 

For the Sketching Competition there was very unfortunately only 
one response. Mr. L. C. Hopkins, in his sheet of allotted subjects, 
shows much patient looking and painstaking work. Certain points 
in perspective, ' however, might have been more carefully handled. 
For general purposes of a sketch, such as avoiding stiff execution, over-
laboring, and gaining that feeling which is so peculiarly valuable in 
a sketch, the author is advised to study such sketches as those of Mr. 
Hudson which appeared in the "Journal" of January, 1920. 

CA 



APLEA FOR IMAGINATION. 

T. H. MAWSON. 

R. MAWSON, in the course of a paper before the Town 
Planning Institute (London) said imagination was that 
sane faculty of idealism which, compassing the seemingly 
impossible, aimed at its accomplishment; and whilst doing 
so had the power of enthusing others with the dream, so 
that stratum after stratum was permeated with its own 
white heat of fervour for its realisation. Imaginative 
work worthy of the name reached beyond the day and 
the hour, and was, figuratively speaking, for all time. 

The world was not altogether the prosaic, matter-of-fact place it 
was pictured to be. There was more of the sublime in it than was 
generally thought. 

A town-planner had to assume the role of prophet, he had to 
predicate the growth and expansion of a town fifty or more years 
in advance. He had to foresee the extension of its manufacture, its 
shipping, its commerce, its influx of visitors, if it be a health resort, 
or its facilities for learning if it be a University centre, and sketch 
out a policy accordingly. It might be objected that no one could 
see so far ahead, because the conditions of modern life were always 
changing. Take motor traction and oil fuel travelling as a case in 
point: no one knew what aerial travel-would count for in ten years' 
time. No one could forecast the force of those cross currents which 
were agitating public life to-day, but although they modified things 
somewhat they did not upset the main policy, and yet a man thoroughly 
imbued with the many-sidedness of civic life would allow for these 
contingencies and invite them. 
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Lord Fisher, the man with the vision of the British Navy, had 
a favourite text. "This one thing I do, forgetting those things which 
are behind, and reaching to those which are before, I press towards 
the mark." This is precisely the lesson we have to learn. 

Town planning was such a vast, complicated subject of ways 
and means, of finance, traffic, railway circulation, such a fight of 
conflicting parties and temperament, that it was questioned by most 
whether imagination was likely to be of any value at all; yet, in 
spite of that, he laid it down as an axiom that unless a town-planner 
had that idealistic imaginative vision, unless he was allured to brighter 
worlds, his work would never stir a single emotion nor be abiding. 

The imaginative man is he who having "arrived" comes into 
the material sphere endowed with high ideals from beneath. Imagin-
ation is not entirely visionary, much less impracticable, for it deals 
in material things. 

Having discussed what imagination counted for in poetry, in 
painting and in a garden, Mr. Mawson passed on to the domain of 
Architects. Sir Reginald Blomfield had said the most imaginative 
building in London was Newgate Prison (now removed), an opinion 
in which the speaker entirely agreed. The quality of that work lay 
in the fact that Dance, the designer, attacked his problem directly 
without any aid from the Architect's stock box of tricks. He had 
to build a stern, fortress-like building, an expression of monumental 
strength, even grim in its brutality, as befitting its purpose. 	The 
stern majesty of the law was written upon, the building in a way 
which impressed the imagination, in a way that nothing 
else he knew did, except several of Piranesi's prison 
etchings. The sense of prescient, solemn awe overpowered them in 
both instances and transported them almost to the day of doom. There 
was nothing of elemental picturesqueness about Newgate or Piranesi's 
etchings, although the latter perfectly understood the picturesque, as 
was proved by his imaginative compositions of buildings and land-
scape in the heroic style. y There was not even a tree or monument 
to relieve the bare, flat street anywhere round the four sides of New-
gate, and that was the lesson which he wished to transfer to town-
planning: that primarily it rested on a basis of sound design and 

[on 
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on a practical solution of civic expediencies without extraneous aids 
from the picturesque. 

Joe Pennell, the black and white artist, began his career by 
sketching the pretty and the picturesque, but is finishing with litho-
graphs depicting the gigantic works on the Panama Canal, and, with 
what is more to our point, drawings of Pittsburg with its furnaces 
belching out smoke by day and by night, and also of New York 
skyscrapers, in all of which he succeeds in depicting immensity and 
scale. 

A practical piece of town-planning which stirred his imagination 
was the ducal crescent at Buxton. Nash's crescent at Bath was 
another expression of the broader feeling of their Georgian fore-
fathers,. To have in a town a level uniform cornice and roof and a 
row of windows one depth in proper proportion of solid and void, 
the whole in perfect symmetry and size, was like an interlude of 
music rhythmic in tune and expressive in time. 

The walls of Troy were said to have been reared by sweet 
music. Perhaps, however, the most imaginative example of town-
planning which had materialised was Washington. 

What of their opportunities of to-day? 	Never before in the 
history of the world was there greater need for the "onward looking 
man" or the man with a vision. By general consent and the logic 
of hard facts it was now deemed an urgent necessity to provide ad-
ditional University facilities for London. A University was a typical 
case in which they could in part estimate, but in which imagination 
must also play an important part. It was certain, for instance, that 
they must sooner or later provide for the teaching of subjects which 
were long overdue, such, for examples as landscape or topographical 
Architecture. A little imagination would show that many other arts 
and sciences would demand a place in the University system. Already 
modern University campi extended from forty-five acres in a 
small town like Halifax (Nova Scotia) to 42o acres in British 
Columbia, whilst in many of the American Universities they occupied 
sites of four to eight hundred acres. 

—(From "The Builder" and "The Architect.") 



CHROMATICS. 

HE International College of Chromatics is one of the latest 
developments of Western civilization, and in a lecture 
under its auspices, "Color in Architecture" was handled 
by Mr. W. G. Raffe. Color was used in all the early 
buildings of nearly all the races of mankind with some plan 

or system, depending on the actual knowledge or inherited symbolism 
possessed by the priests and craftsmen who planned and made the 
temples and palaces. 

There were two great distinct orders of Architectural Colorists 
—the constructional and the decorative. Throughout the thirteenth 
century the introduction of polished marble columns, of a color 
much darker than that of the material of the walls, is one of the 
most marked features in all the best English work. 

For the last three centuries Architects have an increasing dis-
regard of, and almost a contempt for color; and only of late Years 
has it been conceded that the duty of Architects is to give the best 
possible combination of form and color, and that the completest 
form of Architecture is that which affords examples of such a com-
bination. 

There seemed to be a curious analogy in the ascending scale of 
Architectural color. The lowest, the natural colors of the common 
building materials, being of the earth ; and when water is brought 
to the aid more vivid and pure color is obtained. Later, by fire 
color becomes more subtle, translucent and mysterious; while the 
air has always been regarded by artists as an improving hand at work 
on the crudities of man, blending and softening. The lecturer ven- 
tured a prophecy, and expressed his belief that the color of Archi-
tecture in the future will be artificially obtained by fire. He saw 
no reason why iron and glass should not be used structurally to-
gether, to the exclusion of all other material. Electric and „acetylene 
welding have reached such a pitch of perfection that temperatures 
beyond imagination can be reached. If a tempered glass were used 
in place of concrete, and in a similar mode of construction, over a 
webbing of finely reticulated steel, a translucent effect could be got 
that would make the city built of such structures a veritable wonder 
of color in glowing form. 
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A N AMERICAN ON WAR 
MEMORIALS. 

R. CASS GILBERT, Junr., in the "American Archi- 
tect" says :—A. War Memorial should be so designed 
and executed that it gives one impression only, and that 
impression should be one of sheer beauty, strongly sug- 
gestive of the ideals for which the memorial stands ; 

namely, Courage, Bravery, Liberty, and Victory. It should be thought 
of only in relation to those who were most actively and intimately 
engaged in the war. I am speaking not only of those who gave 
their lives on the field of battle, but of the men and women alike 
who gave themselves entirely to the aid of the Government in helping 
the men in the battle line. 	With those basic principles in mind, it 
is difficult to understand how anything other than the strictest in-
terpretation of a memorial would suffice. The so-called utility which 
has been spoken of is not at all fair to the men who fought. Think 
of a so-called Community Centre, Public Hall, or other utility which 
should, perhaps on its own merits be provided by the community in 
the normal progress of its development as opposed to a magnificent 
monumental memorial, and analyse the value of the two. The com-
munity idea, expressed by such a structure, would not be used to 
any great degree by the men most concerned with it. It would 
not be enough merely to provide some sort of `forum' where people 
could meet to further citizenship. Supposing even that the scheme 
worked as contemplated, and that the `forum' proved its worth as 
anticipated. What of it? What would there be in that to remind 
people in future years of the ideals for which men fought and for 
which men and women alike gave their all? 
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The idealistic sort, the purely beautiful sort, which would most 
certainly serve the community with its idealism and its beauty, but 
which could not possibly be confused with a public gathering place 
in the sense that a building would be so confused. There are in-
numerable sorts of such memorials. Arches, monuments, symbolic 
statues, and so forth. In its planning and execution I would like to 
see a close co-operation between the Architect and the Sculptor. 
If it were to be set by itself, apart from any but a natural background, 
and not as a part of a structure, it may become then a matter more 
for the Sculptor alone; but this is dependent upon its extent and im-
portance ; and where planning is required the services of the Architect 
are essential. If it is to be a structure—arch, monument, or the like 
—in which the Sculptor will contribute his share, I believe the Archi-
tect should have complete supervision of every detail, so that whatever 
the Sculptor produces will fit into the structure and not the structure 
into the Sculptor's work. 

Incidentally, let me say that the theory that a memorial to a 
present achievement should go where the greatest number of persons 
can see it is not always correct. A monument should be as con-
veniently located to the centre of population as possible, but it should 
always be located in a completely proper setting, with the right kind 
of background. There are very few places in New York City where 
a fitting memorial oan be put up. Rather than risk a poor back-
ground, I believe in the more or less isolated location, so far as the 
centre of population or the heaviest circulation is concerned. Grant's 
tomb is an example of a memorial which is not at all centrally located, 
but which is, most certainly visited by thousands of people who find 
it convenient to get there. I believe in people seeking the memorial, 
and not the memorial seeking the people. 

Commenting on the foregoing, the "Builder" has these remarks: 
—Mr. Cass Gilbert says: "The present knows and will remember," 
but how shall we create memorials of such a character that our 
descendants shall do so? In regard to the form they should take, 
there is much in present methods that is open to question. If our 
memorials are to be an undying witness to posterity, who will not 
share our feelings in regard to the War, must we not endow them 
with such beauty and significance as will ensure their preservation? 

[Is 
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Is it likely that for instance, the inscribing of a thousand names of 
the fallen on either side of a new gateway, which is wanted to im-
prove an entrance will have for posterity the interest of some noble 
sculptural group, or shrine, erected for its own sake? It appears to 
us very doubtful whether this mixing up of utility with beauty in 
such a connection is any security against the recurrence of the same 
impulse of utility which will later on replace it for something else. 
In the case of a new chancel screen, will posterity long associate it 
with the memories it is supposed to enshrine or forget them alto-
gether? If it is asked: "How shall we commemorate these glorious 
young men?" it is in any case difficult enough to provide the answer. 

Turning to the practical side, the work of the Sculptor has been 
far too much neglected in recent memorials; too much subordinated 
or superseded by erections very empty of content. We are not likely 
in these pages to deprecate the high place of Architecture, but though 
this is so, it must not lead us to forget that the arts depend on each 
other for their mutual support, strength and well-being. The ideal 
memorial, not entangled with any merely utilitarian purpose, will 
depend on the fulness of faculty and endowment embodied in it. 

The subject matter of memorials is a consideration of much 
consequence, and we are needing something more than the mere use 
and wont of such occasions. The cenotaph, the broken column, the 
obelisk; figures of war, peace, valour, or triumphal arches—do they 
cover more than one aspect of the matter or exhaust all that we feel 
about this late most fearful war? In so many of them are we not 
guided more by antiquity than any vital feelings of our own in the 
matter? We appear to get out of a difficulty in this way, but do we 
really get out of it? If we were to dwell more on our own thoughts 
would it not be towards a symbolism replacing these with something 
nearer to our own feelings ? Does there not lie the hint of a new 
subject matter which stirs within us, to replace these symbols of war 
and its endowments with subjects prefiguring a new and better 
ordering of the world? Is there not need of a new nativity of art 
which shall recreate it, replacing the ideas that move round war, 
with the ideals of a new confederation of the world out of its divided 
and imprisoned state ? 
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ALONG THE BYE-PATHS. 

A Proud Record.—The office of Mr. Arthur Peck and his sons 
may well be proud of its successes in the Institute's Medal Compet-
tions of recent years. Probably the record is unique, and congratu-
lations are tendered. 

Federal Capital.— Following upon the withdrawal of Mr. W. 
B. Griffin from his connection with the Federal Capital scheme, the 
Government has appointed Mr. Herbert E. Ross, of Ross & Rowe, 
Architects, Sydney, as a member of the Board. His duties involve 
devoting one-half of his time to advising with respect to the plan 
and lay-out of the City. 

Two Melbourne Items.—Architecture in unexpected quarters 
recently came under notice. A leading City Surgeon, born in Aus-
tralia, stated that prior to his first visit to England he resolved to 
see everyone of its cathedrals on that visit, and he did so. The 
second item is a present-day sign in Bourke Street declaring the shop-
keeper to be "Shoe Architect" and "Boot Builder." 

Congratulations.— Congratulations to ex-President Stapley on 
elevation to Aldermanic Chair of Melbourne City Council. 

State War Memorial.—The Melbourne daily press reports that 
the Lord Mayor (Cr. Swanson) has received a valuable report and 
a suggested design from the War Memorials Committee of the Vic-
torian Institute of Architects. He is now completing arrangements 
for a public meeting to be held at an early date for the purpose 
of launching an appeal for funds, and to decide as to the form which 
the proposed Memorial should take, when the design above referred 
to, together with other information, will be submitted to the meeting. 
Further, that the Lord Mayor said the proposal to build a triumphal 

[arch 
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arch was merely a suggestion, and would be considered as such by 
the forthcoming meeting of citizens. At the meeting lantern slides 
would be shown of all the big memorials of the world, and a com-
petition would be inaugurated among Australian citizens for the best 
design. 	 • 	 k!  Nei 

Of course, whatever the nature of the "suggested design" referred 
to, the only satisfactory procedure to do justice to all interests in-
volved is that the structure be the outcome of a "competition in- 
augurated among Australian citizens for the best design." 	To- 
wards this Memorial the City Council has voted £30,000. 

Symbolism.—"Call it, if you will, the last flicker of barbarism, 
the final remnant of idolatry, that made us stand with bowed heads 
before the Whitehall cenotaph; yet it is not to be denied that our 
human nature still craves for symbolism, and the higher the men-
tality the more symbolic become our representations of abstract 
thought." 

R.I.B.A.— Congratulations to .,Sir Edwin Lutyens, R.A., as 
R.I.B.A. Gold Medallist for the current year. 

The Nelson Column.—There is exhibited in the window of the 
Fine Arts Society in Exhibition Street a very remarkable scheme by 
Mr. G. H. B. Austin (A.), to embody the Nelson Column, as it 
stands in Trafalgar Square, in the Empire's Memorial of the Great 
War. 

Calamities.— "The Architectural work which is realised in 
actual structures is never a full record of any period. One of the 
great calamities ever present with the profession and the public is 
the large amount of design which, solely expressed on paper, is for 
practical purposes lost to contemporary and future art." 

Architecture and Commerce.—Mr. H. Gordon Selfridge, in ad-
dressing the Architectural Association on "Architecture and Com-
merce," did good service in emphasising a number of points as seen 
through the eyes of the big man of business. Here are a few 
"Why should not the man who intended to build a building consult 
an Architect in whom he had confidence, and accept his judgment . 
rather. than insist upon his own? The Architect should really be 
the physician who prescribed the proper nourishment for the client's 
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mind, and should be sufficiently positive to insist upon that treatment 
rather than be willing to be a party to doing the poor thing, simply 
because a client was a little arbitrary and perhaps entirely unintelli-
gent on the subject. Of all the fine arts it seemed to him that Archi-  
tecture was the most delightful, because it contained many qualities 
of enormous utilitarian value as well as beauty to a superlative 
degree. ' It was certainly desirable that, when stone and steel were 
cemented together in a lasting edifice, that edifice should be designed 
on plans of correctness and on lines of beauty so that the thousands 
or millions of people who might look at it during its life of perhaps 
centuries might learn and absorb from it the charm of delightful 
line, the correctness of school, or the restfulness of the perfect and 
consistent creation. No great work is undertaken in any city in 
America related in any way to Architecture in which the judgment 
and final decision of the Association of Architects is not sought and 
almost always followed." 

The Lamp Post.—Mr. Robert Atkinson, in speaking in London, 
said :-1n America nobody appeared to be able to put up a new lamp-
post without the consent of the Architectural bodies, which had a 
very considerable influence in all matters appertaining to Architecture 
and town-planning. That was no doubt accounted for by the great 
interest taken there in such matters by the general public. 

Architecture and Sculpture.--- The appearance of Bertram 
Mackennal's gift in the midst of the steps of the Commonwealth's 
Parliament House, just as the `journal" goes to press, opens a new 
chapter in the history of Architecture and Sculpture in Australia. 
Any correspondence on the subject will be heartily received by the 
Editor, who is allotting some space to the subject for next issue. 

[Victorian 



VICTORIAN ARCHITECTURAL 
 STUDENTS' SOCIETY. 

HIS Society held its second meeting for the year on 
the 8th March, when Mr. R. H. Alsop, F.R.I.B.A., 
F.R.V.I.A., gave a talk on "Theatre Building," and a 
large attendance of members showed a keen interest in 
all he had to say: Starting with the Greek Theatre, 
its development was traced up to the present day, and 
the planning, construction and requirements of the 
modern Theatre Building dealt with. 

A visit of inspection to the Tivoli Theatre had 
been arranged to take place on the 15th March, but at 

the last moment permission was withdrawn; however, through the 
kindness of Mr. Walkley and the manager of the King's Theatre, an 
interesting hour was spent there instead. 

On the 12th April, Mr. Percival Dale, Architect for the Salva-
tion Army, gave a lecture before the Society on the "Designing of a 
Reinforced Concrete Hostel." The lecturer confined himself to a 
detailed description of the work on the new Young Women's Hostel 
and Institute in Spring Street. Commencing with the sketch plan 
stage, and the dealings with the building committee, Mr. Dale 
touched in turn on the requirements of the various building authori-
ties, the method of carrying out the work, the construction, and the 
various installations. 	The financing of the scheme `was also ex- 
plained and comparative costs dealt with. In conclusion, it was 
announced that a visit of inspection to the building had been arranged 
and all were invited to be present. A good many of the members 
availed themselves of this opportunity and spent a most interesting 

time there. 
New Members.—During the last two months the following 

students have been elected as members :—Messrs. W. K. Collins, 
H. R. Dodds, B. C. Briggs, G. S. Richards, H. E. Bartlett, A. G. 

Hedley, 
NORMAN D. TAYLOR, Hon. Sec. 
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