
THE ROYAL 
VICTORIAN 
INSTITUTE"  

ARCHITECTS 
ON ALLIANCE WITH THE ROYAL 
INSTITUTE of BRITISH ARCHITECTS) 

JOURNAL OF 
PROCEEDINGS 

ISSUED SIX TIMES YEARLY 

SEPT., 1920 

MELBOURNE  
57-59 Swanston St. 



K. A. HENDERSON 
FRANK STAPLEY 
H. W. TOMPKINS 

E. A. BATES 
WALTER R. BUTLER 
W. A. M. BLACKETT 

R. H. ALSO? 
WALTER R. BUTLER 
W. M. CAMPBELL 
W. A. DRUMMOND 
A. S. EGGLESTON 
W. S. P. GODFREY 

BOARD OF EXAMINERS. 

R. J. HADDON 
ANKETELL HENDERSON 
K. A. HENDERSON 
P. B. HUDSON 
W. LUCAS 

OFFICERS AND COMMITTEE FOR 1920-21 

President .. 	.. 	 FRANK STAPLEY 
First rice-President 	.. 	W. A. M. BLACKETT 
Second rice-President .. 	 K. A. HENDERSON 
Hon. Treasurer 	 W. S. P. GODFREY 
Hon. Secretary .. 	 W. M. CAMPBELL 
Hon. 'asst. Secretary .. 	 P. B. HUDSON 

R. H. ALSOP 
E. A. BATES 
A. S. EGGLESTON 

MEMBERS OF COUNCIL. 

A. PECK 
H. W. TOMPKINS 
W. A. DRUMMOND 

(Associate Member) 

ADVISORY AND EMERGENCY COMMITTEE. 

JOINT ROOMS COMMITTEE. 

W. M. CAMPBELL 	 FRANK STAPLEY 
W. S. P. GODFREY 

TOWN PLANNING COMMITTEE. 

THE WHOLE OF THE MEMBERS OF COUNCIL. 

LIBRARY AND SOCIAL COMMITTEE. 

WALTER R. BUTLER 
W. M. CAMPBELL 
W. A. DRUMMOND 
A. S. EGGLESTON 

REGULATIONS COMMITTEE. 
E. A. BATES 	 H. W. TOMPKINS 
FRANK STAPLEY 

FINANCE COMMITTEE. 
W. M. CAMPBELL 	 FRANK STAPLEY 
W. S. P. GODFREY 

JOURNAL OF PROCEEDINGS COMMITTEE. 

WALTER R. BUTLER 	 WM. LUCAS (Editor) 
W. S. P. GODFREY 	 FRANK STAPLEY 

J. H. HARVEY 
K. A. HENDERSON 
J. S. KEAGE 
W. LUCAS 



H. ArFLECIi 
H. R. H. BUTLER, 

(S.) 
E. CLAYFIELD. 
L. J. FINNING, A. R. V. I. A. 

Z. E. FREADMAN. 
J. A. S. FULTON 
H. E. FUTCHER. 
P. A. JOHNSON. 

G. G. McCREA. 
(S.) 

F. PETERSON. 
I. A. TOONE, A. R. V. I. A. 
A. S. WILLIAMS, A. R. V. I. A. 

Not Allied to Institute. 

N. C. LUCAS. 
(S.) 

S.—Sons of Members. 
[OF 

THE GREAT WAR. 
1914-1919. 

THE R.V. I. A. RECORD OF SERVICE. 

OR love of peace and honour and freedom, and that 
it might not be said of us that we had betrayed 
posterity into bondage." 

"All of you, all of you, 
Name after name, 
Everyone of you won the War." 

BEING O.F THOSE "WHOSE WORTH 
HAS BEEN PROVED IN THE GREATEST CRISIS IN 
THE HISTORY OF OUR RACE, AND WHOSE 
MEMO RY WILL BE TREASURED AS LONG AS 

LANGUAGE HAS A MEANING FOR MANKIND." . 
The Institute's First Debt is to those "who finally passed out of 

the sight of men by the path of duty and self-sacrifice"; of whom 
are:— 



OF THOSE WHO HAVE RETURNED 
FROM BATTLE, MANY BEARING WOUNDS OF EMPIRE, 
AND ALL VOLUNTARILY SHARING IN THE SACRIFICE 
OF THEIR COMRADE-DEAD TO A DEGREE NO ONE 

CAN MEASURE. 

Hon. Fellows. 

SIR JOHN T. HOBBS, K.C.B. 
SIR JOHN MONASH, K.C.B. 
SIR CHARLES ROSENTHAL, K.C.B. 

Fellows. 
A. G. H. BLACK. 
H. BLACK. 
W. A. M. BLACKETT. 

P. B. HUDSON. 

G. E. TEAGUE. 

Associates. 
A. J. AINSLIE. 

J. G. BEGG. 
E. R. BRADSHAW. 
A. R. BUTLER. 

W. B. FORSTER. 

J. S. GAWLER. 

A. S. HALL. 
W. A. HENDERSON. 

L. F. IRWIN. 

F. B. KEMP. 

G. B. LEITH. 

M. W. MARTIN. 

H. L. PECK. 
(S•) 

A. S. ROBERTSON. 
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C. L. RUCK. 
(S.) 

F. C. SALE. 
C. H. S. SMITH. 
R. K. STEVENSON. 

H. C. TRIGG 

J. H. WARDROP. 
P. S. WILLIAMS. 

Students' Society. 
C. E. ALEXANDER. 
E. BASTINGS, M.M. 
A. BEECH. 

J. P. ATKINSON. 

H. BERRY. 
C. V. BIDENCOPE. 

H. D. BRADBURY. 

S. P. CALDER. 	 F. CHRISTIAN, M.C. 
C. R. CARLETON. 	 V. R. CLARKE. 

(S.) 	 H. F. COATES. ~. 

G. B. CARR. 	 W. H. CRAIG. 
C. M. C. CHASE. 	 R V. CUTLER, M.C. 

F. S. DAVIDSON. 	 J. DIMANT. 
R. S. DEMAINE. 	 J. DUCKMANTON. 

E. J. DE GRAAF. 

G. H. EARP. 

M. FINLAYSON. J. FIRTH. 
W. A. GRAHAM. 

B. HOSKING. 

T. G. INCHES. 
L. C. JONES. 

• G. KEESING. A. W. KEOWN. 
W. W. KEYS. 
J. S. LOTHIAN. 

H. G. NOLAN. 

T. 	 P. C. OLIVER. 

F. C. NOAKES. 

R. H. OLIPHANT.  
S.—Sons of Members. 
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S. T. PARKES. 

L. PAYNE. 

B. D. REYNOLDS. 
J. R. ROBINSON. 

C. B. SHARP. 

F. PETERSON. 

G. T. POTTER. 

L. H. RUDD. 
L. B. RULE. 

H. R. SLOANE. 

H. F. TAYLOR. 
R. M. TAYLOR. 

B. C. THOMPSON. 
D. W. TULLOCH. 

K. K. TURNER. 

L. J. WILLSHIRE. 

Not Allied to Institute. 
(Sons of Members) . 

C. E. KERR. 

K. A'B. KLINGENDER. 

E. N. NORTH. 

A. PECK. 

E. A. NORTH. 

A. B. SMITH 



[A 

"THE LATE MR.WILLIAM DAVIDSON 
M.I.C.E., HON. FELLOW. 

R. WILLIAM DAVIDSON, I.S.O., formerly In-
spector-General of the Public Works of Victoria, 
died suddenly on September 2nd in his 76th year. 
Reaching Victoria in 1859 from his native Ireland, 
after practising for some time as a Surveyor, he 

was appointed an assistant in the Melbourne Water Supply De- 
partment and ultimately became its Engineer. 	The Yan Yean 
system is mainly to his credit. 

In 1890 Mr. Davidson received the before-mentioned appoint-
ment of Inspector-General, from which he retired in 1912; the honor 
of the Imperial Service Order having been conferred upon him the 
previous year. 

Well known as an authority on harbor, as well as water supply, 
matters, various State Governments consulted him in both of these 
directions ; and in addition he was commissioned to proceed to London 
to consult with Messrs. Coode, Son & Matthews as to the enlargement 
of the scheme that firm had prepared in 1879 for the Melbourne 
Harbor Trust. 

One of his latest services was to prepare and read a paper before 
the Historical Society on "The Origin and Development of the Mel-
bourne Water Supply." 

Mr. Davidson was a member of the Board of the Metropolitan 
Fire Brigade, and had the special distinction of being one of the 
very few appointed Life Members of the Victoria Racing Club. 

For many years Mr. Davidson had been an Hon. Fellow of 
the Institute. 



ANEW CIVIC CENTRE. 

R. A. J. MACDONALD (F.), has published a scheme 
for a proposed new civic centre for Melbourne. This 
it is suggested should be situated on the South side of 
the Yarra, extending Westward from St. Kilda Road, 
and with its main frontage practically from the river 

to the Victoria Barracks. thus facing the Alexandra Gardens and the 
Domain. The scheme is a bold one, and recasts the street reticula-
tion on an extensive site now occupied in parts by various manufac- 
turing structures. 	No doubt such an area in so close juxtaposition 
to the city, and to Government House, has by no means yet reached 
its destiny; and there are certainly potentialities in the idea, especially 
as so much of the land remains in the possession of the Crown. To one 
whose memory vividly visualises the area under review, and the 
nature of St. Kilda Road, long prior to the present appearance of both, 
it appeals strongly that the original surface and substratum would 
require to be carefully noted in reference to the levels of the river 
and present ground lines, before any monumental structures were 
erected thereon. The scheme, however, ought to arouse thought, and 
Mr. MacDonald is to be thanked for his bold suggestions. 



MINUTES. 

INUTES of General Meeting of Members, held at the 
Institute Rooms, 57  Swanston Street, on Tuesday, 
July 27th, at 8 p.m. 

Mr. Frank Stapley, President, occupied the chair. 

The Minutes of the previous meeting were read 
and confirmed. 

Correspondence.— Letter of apology from His Excellency the 
Governor-General, expressing regret that he could not be present. 

Secretary Hobart meeting Australasian Association for the Ad-
vancement of Science, with particulars of meeting, commencing on 
January 5th, 1921. 

Late Mr. C. A. D'Ebro.— The President said that since the last 
meeting they had lost by death an old and highly respected member, 
Mr. C. A. D'Ebro. Mr. D'Ebro was one of the most prominent 
members of the profession, and a Past President of the Institute. 
He moved a resolution of sincere regret, which was seconded by 
Mr. K. A. Henderson, and carried by the meeting standing. 

Registration Bill.— The President announced that the Architects' 
Registration Bill had passed the first reading in the Legislative Coun- 
cil. 	The Council of the Institute had considered the Bill satisfac- 
tory; and decided not to put forward any suggested amendments, as 
by doing so the passage of the, Bill might be indefinitely delayed. 
Any amendments could he made by the Board after the Bill was 
made law. He asked members to use their influence to have the 
Bill pushed through. 

[Election 



Minutes 

Election.- Mr. L. M. Perrott was unanimously elected an 
Associate. 

Nominations.— The following were nominated for Associateship, 
to be balloted for at next meeting:—Miss Eileen M. Good, Messrs. 
A. J. Ainslie, F. G. Leslie Allen, Jules G. Begg, Wilfred L. Colt-
man, Francis Bruce Kemp, Marcus W. Martin, Charles Robert E. 
Ogg, Percy Scott Williams, John W. Wright. 

Architectural Atelier.— It was intimated that the Council was 
making arrangements for one of its members to be at the Atelier 
once a month to aid Students in their work by criticism and advice. 

Architectural Scholarship.--Mr. K. Henderson stated that a 
scheme had been prepared, and an appeal would be made to members 
shortly. 	The matter would be finally dealt with by the Council 
in about a week. 

Paper.—An interesting paper was then read by Mr. Arthur 
Peck, dealing with his travels in the Islands of Bali and Java. This 
was illustrated with very fine lantern slides. 

After a vote of thanks to Mr. Peck, the meeting closed. 
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AN INTER-ALLIED CONGRESS. 

HE "Building News" gives the following, and it 
is hoped that some report will be available be- 
fore 	~a 	we go to press:-- 

i~~ - ~,y 	"An Inter-Allied Housing and Town Plan- 
ning  Congress is to be held in London from June 
3rd to June 9th. 	Delegates have been ap- 
pointed to attend from the following countries:—

Australia, New Zealand, U.S.A., Belgium, Cape Province, Canada, 
Czecho-Slovakia, Jugo-Slavia, Denmark, Egypt, Finland, France, 
Holland, Italy, Japan, Norway, Poland, Roumania, Spain, Sweden, 
and Switzerland. 	(In addition, India, China, Siam and Siberia 
sent delegates). 	The local authorities throughout the United 
Kingdom will be very largely represented, and it is anticipated that 
the Congress will number from 700 to 1,000. Two days will be 
devoted to the proceedings in the Central Hall. 	Four days will 
be devoted to the study of actual housing schemes, and the delegates 
will visit two important regional centres of housing activity in Bristol 

and Birmingham. 	A seventy-mile journey to inspect the housing 
schemes in the northern home counties will be taken, and various 
schemes in the neighbourhood of London will receive special atten-

[tion 
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tion. The programme of the Congress will include national post-
war housing and town planning policies, more especially as regards 
new legislation and financial provisions; the preparation and carrying 
into effect of national programmes to secure proper housing conditions 
for every family; the minimum of housing accommodation, necessary 
to provide for the full development of a happy family life—this to be. 
discussed in the light of the higher standards of comfort and life 
which are now recognised; standards of building construction and 
the development of new methods; the use of new materials; and 
national and regional town and rural planning developments. The 
Government will give an official garden party at Hampton. Court on 
Monday, June 7th." 

From what has just come to hand; Dr. Addison gave the open-
ing address, and on behalf of the British Government extended to all 
the delegates a hearty welcome. To his mind, the Congress would 
crystallise and give forth a collective expression of opinion as to the 
paramount importance of housing. 	It will bear witness to the 
awakened conscience of civilised peoples in this fundamental need., 
It was fortunate, and indeed significant, that one of the first inter-
national meetings after the conclusion of peace should be assembled 
to discuss housing. 	It was certain that bad conditions of home life 
constituted a constant source of domestic and social discontent, and 
by building well the homes of our people we shall lay the surest 
foundation for peaceful progress. 

A French delegate stated that ill-built houses were responsible 
for a death-rate in France from tuberculosis that was twice as heavy 
as that of England. The Spanish Ambassador said there were more 
than 20 delegates from Spain at the Congress, and referred to a 
scheme for the suburbs of Madrid, which had been submitted to Par-
liament. An American representative from the United States said 
the idea of Government housing was foreign to their spirit. 	One 
of the serious elements was that the working man, though paying 
increased prices for luxuries of all kinds, was unwilling to pay in-
creased rent. The chief of the Swedish Government delegation ad-
mired the courage—he might say the recklessness—of the British 
housing programme. 

4  
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Belgium's representative told the Congress zoo,000 of their houses 
had been destroyed by war, and in addition there was the shortage 
of 120,000 houses not built during the War. 

A remark of a Canadian was :—"There was nothing antagonistic 
between the spiritually sound and the economically sound." One 
of the delegates from China claimed that his country had been masters 
of town planning from the very beginning of their history, over 
40 centuries ago. A representative from New York disagreed with 
a fellow-representative from the States. 	They were trying to en- 
courage housing in every way. 

One argued that the provision of houses ought to be taken en-
tirely out of the speculative arena. 

[The 



THE FLAT SYSTEM. 

By the Hon. Lady Whitehead. 

T is useless to fight against it any longer. 	It must corne. 
It is idle now to repeat "An Englishman's house is his  
castle," and gird at Continental ideas, when the suave 

4 . agent hints at a flat as a possible substitute for the town 
house we seek in vain. First we have to realise that only 
in very exceptional cases can you ever make a success of 
turning an individual house into a set of flats. 	Look 

 at the long rows of houses with boards up in the West 
End of London. 	How can they ever be satisfactorily 
lived in again? 	The `pigeonnier' idea, so popular when 

they were built, necessitated a large personnel to run them. Who 
will be able to employ that number of servants in the future, even 
if they were available, which we all know they are not? 

The solution is a very simple one: Throw three or four of these 
houses into one, include the space at the back and the mews, and 
you will be able to have ideal congeries of flats built, as they should 
be, round their own courtyards, and each set with its own 'porte 
cochere.' 

Every good housewife or practical head of a family will realise 
at once the possibilities. In front you will have the library, drawing-
room and two good bed rooms, all en suite, with double doors between, 
which can be made entirely sound proof, a school room can also 
find its place beyond the bedrooms, and this would account for the 
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front of the house; the dining-room, two nurseries, and spare room 
would run down one side, the governess's room, work-room, and 
maids' rooms down the other, and the kitchen, servants' dining-room, 
man's room, etc., at the back. 

This, you will observe, is the flat on a grand scale, but, of 
course, it can be modified or enlarged in other blocks to suit the 
different requirements. 

In my ideal flat there would, of course, be electric heating and 
cooking arrangements, hot and cold water laid on in as many places 
as possible, and a lift to be worked by the. passenger whenever wishing 
to go out. On the ground floor, but not underground, would live 
the porter and his family on one side and the rest of that side would 
be taken up by locked box-rooms, belonging to each of the tenants, 
of which the porter would have charge if they so wished. On the 
other side would be a half-apartment for a childless couple, or an 
elderly pair, who did not care to walk up-stairs, and below would 
be the wine-cellars and coal-holes of all the various occupants, each 
carefully locked and labelled with its owner's name. 

The first, second, and third floors would be occupied as des-
cribed above, and on the top floor of all would be smaller flats, suited 
to contain perhaps four families (of the shop-assistant class, for in-
stance), who would enjoy the comfort of air and light; and there 
would be no squalor or overcrowding allowed. 

I know it sounds impossible to English ears, but do try to think 
the idea out seriously for a moment. Let us look at the advantages: 
First, the enormous amount of labor saved in answering the door, 
making up the drawing-room fire, and serving the meals, which the 
absence of a staircase gives. 

In our ideal flat it would be the porter's duty to keep the stairs 
clean, both back and front, for which service he would receive a 
monthly sum from the various occupants. 	Even if electric heating 
were not adopted throughout, the coals (that awful bug-bear) would 
come up in the service-lift near the back stairs, and would only 
have to be carried down the service passage which would run all 
round the house. 	I am not an Architect, but I know this passage 
is not merely an academic idea, and please do not forget that the 

[courtyard 
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courtyard which lights all the side and back rooms is no gloomy, 
sunless tunnel, but a bright place with green shrubs, and of a gener- 
ally garden-like aspect. 	Here the sound of the traffic would hardly 
penetrate. Those who wanted larger rooms with even more accommo-
dation would find their wants catered for at corner-houses. 

Think what magnificent piles of buildings could rise up round 
our poor old squares—think of the parquet floors, the delicious bath-
rooms, the delightful bay windows, the attractive little entrance 
halls—if we could only forget those dreary rows of stucco smoke-
blackened monstrosities which have for so long contented our resigned 
taste. Of course it would cost money—of course building is ex-
pensive, but the present generations must be housed, the future genera-
tions must live somewhere. Let us be brave and think largely. 
Let there be a combined effort. Surely the brains that have decided 
that one London home is worth paying a million pounds for, so that 
it may be turned into a place of public amusement, will find a way 
by which all classes of the community may live and rear those who are 
to come after them under healthy conditions. 

And we shall discover that the apartment, which has taken the 
place of the castle, will be no less worthy of the Englishman, and 
no less a home for his individual tastes and fads because it shares 
the same roof with some other families whom he need not even know, 
even if he does sometimes meet them on the stairs. ("Architect") . 

As evidence of the magnitude of the housing problem in Lon-
don, two tenders recently accepted — approved by the Ministry of 
Health—may be given; one of £171,418 for the erection of 168 
flats, including playgrounds, gardens, communal drying grounds, etc„ 
for the Metropolitan Borough of Islington. The other was for a 
block of 64 flats for the St. Pancras Borough Council, amounting to 
£76,o01/14/-. 







AGREAT MODERN PATRON OF 
ARCHITECTURE. 

FORMER primate of All Ireland, Dr. Alexander, who 
stayed awhile with Cecil Rhodes, 	his home in 1893, 
when, aged 4o, he was Premier of the Cape, says :-
"There was power of thought, originality of expression, 
and more humour than those who knew him slightly 

were ready to credit him with. There was also a most intense and 
shrinking sensitiveness, a key to his character not, I think, often 

found. 	One of the strange contradictions of his nature was its in- 
tensely emotional side." 	"Shortly after the Relief of Kimberley," 
Mr. Herbert Baker writes, "Mr. Rhodes sent me, as he wrote in 
the few words conveying my instructions, `to see Rome, Paestum, 
Agrigentum, Thebes, and Athens.' I took full advantage of his kind-
ness and generosity, and studied for four months the buildings and 
sculpture which I knew most appealed to him. It was the `eternal 
attributes' of art in their bigger and primitive expression which made 
the most direct appeal to Rhodes. There was nothing whatever of 
the dilettante or connoisseur about him, and he had no appreciation 
of the more complex or the decorative in Art. It was the granite 
temple of Thebes and the Greek Doric of Paestum and Athens which 
he specially selected for my study, and at St. Mark's it was the Greek 
horses, and at Constantinople the Sarcophagus of Alexander which 
he seemed alone to treasure in his memory. 	He had, I think, an 
inherently true if perhaps crude and archaic taste, and would quickly 
distinguish the good from the bad when both were put before him. 
He used to say :—"I want the big and simple, barbaric if you like." 
Sculpture entered early into Rhodes' artistic ideals. 

[While 
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While in durance at Kimberley he had occupied himself with 
thinking out a monument to the Siege" (this was illustrated in 
our May issue) "and a Fountain Temple, or `Bath' as he called it. 
It was to be in a garden which he had planted during the siege, 
irrigated by water pumped from a mine. 	Plans and estimates in 
marble from Mount Pentelicus were made." (Many circumstances 
intervened to prevent the realisation of this latter, as did also to pre-
vent a University scheme.—Editor.). 

Mr. Baker also tells of a big building project on the slopes of 
Table Mountain, which occupied Rhodes' mind during his favorite 
morning rides (why this was not built I do not know.—Editor) 
and proceeds :--"For the Lion House I made several designs for large 
courts, partly paved with marble and surrounded by stately colonnades. 
The better germs of it were given `a local habitation and a name' 
in the monument built to his memory on the mountain side near 
the seat placed by himself, there-in a spur of the mountain overlooking 
the wide horizon of mountains and two oceans." 	(See Illustration 
of that which was built by public subscription). In the building of 
Groote Schuur, bequeathed by him as residence of successive Prime 
Ministers of South Africa, he further rendered much service to 
Architecture and its allied Arts; whilst the Memorial to the Dead 
of the Matebele War, erected also from Mr. Baker's design through 
his generosity, is a perpetual arousing of the imagination. 	(See 
Illustration in May issue). 

And in that Last Will and Testament, by which Rhodes set 
aside two million pounds for the Scholarship scheme, Architecture 
was remembered, in so much that Oxford's °`High" is enriched by a 
new frontage to the College of his Alma, Mater—and the earthly 
course of this Thinker and Doer ceased at the early age of forty-
nine!! 



DESERT SYRIA. 

HE Director of the School. of Architecture in 
Princeton, Howard Crosby Butler, has a remark-
able paper in the' "Geographical Review" on 
"Desert Syria, the Land of a Lost Civilization." 
As the result of extensive travel and research he 
records that the Syrian Desert and Arabia were 

densely populated countries, though these regions have not been lived 
in to any wide extent since the early years of the seventh century 

after Christ. 	The paper is profusely illustrated. 
The Architecture of the deserted towns of Northern Syria rep- 

resents at least seven centuries of development, and illustrates every 
variety of structure suitable to a highly developed society. Among 
the structures that are apparently of very early date, though they have 
no inscriptions upon them, are buildings in a simple form of polygonal 
masonry with heavy mouldings at the top of the walls and massive 
door frames. 	Definitely dated buildings of the first and second 
centuries comprise temples of exquisite workmanship. 	There are 
also fine houses belonging to these centuries in all parts of Syria. 
The Christian period is represented by Churches, large and small, 
little country chapels, public baths which were often the gifts of 
wealthy citizens, other public buildings, extensive shops, or bazaars, 
sumptuous villas, ordinary private houses, and monumental tombs 
in endless variety. The Churches Of the fourth century are simple 
structures with little ornament, but those of the fifth and sixth 
are more ornate than any Christian buildings before the Gothic 
period in Europe. 	The "business Architecture" is simple but dur- 
able; it consists of such buildings as oil factories, shops and inns. 
One finds large hotels, or inns named as such in inscriptions at the 
chief halting stations on the way to places of pilgrimage, and also 
little wayside inns along the highways. 	The tomb structures are 
very numerous, and form the most notable collection of mausoleums 
in the world. In the Desert towards the Euphrates bend, few towns, 
arches, or walls rise to break the monotony of the unbroken landscape; 

[but 



but the careful explorer will find on closer examination that this 
region was more thickly populated in antiquity even than the hill 
country to the West. Much sun-dried brick was used in the con- 
struction of these ancient buildings. 	In two or three places in this 
Eastern desert district baked brick and basalt were used in the 
erection of structures of more than usual magnificence. 	For in- 
stance, a group of buildings comprise a beautiful Church, an exten- 
sive palace and large barracks. 	In Southern Syria each village 
marks the site of an ancient town ; but only the more massive of the 
ancient buildings have survived generations of rebuilding, and these 
are almost hidden in modern work. Many of the buildings, how-
ever, are important and inscriptions abound. The ancient Archi-
tecture, aside from the Nabataean and Roman temples which are 
objects of rare beauty of design, is less beautiful and less interesting 
than the Architecture of the North, yet it shews great skill in the 
art of building. The types of Architecture differ considerably from 
those of the North. The temples of the pagan buildings are more 
numerous and larger and were richly ornamented; there are occasional 
theatres and large public baths. The Churches are much plainer 
than those of the North, but present a far greater variety of plans. 
There are a few private houses, . villas of more than ordinary mag-
nificence, which outshine the more numerous villas of Northern Syria ; 
but the dwellings of the moderately well-to-do are, less attractive. 
Some of the private residences in the larger towns here in the South 
were four or five stories high. 	Monumental tombs are rare, and 
with few exceptions, are not to be compared with the magnificent 
tombs of the North. All these buildings were constructed entirely 
of stone, and are .among the most perfect examples of lithic Archi-
tecture in the world. 

To be concluded. 
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THE R.V. 1. A. ANNUAL INTERMEDIATE 
EXAMINATION. MAY—JUNE, 1920 

(Continued). 

PRINCIPLES AND PRACTICE OF CONSTRUCTION. 	. 

i. You have been asked by a client to advise on the foundations 
to be used for a two-storied factory on a level site that is 
known to be full of loose boulders :—What would be your 
answer as to what tests of the site would be necessary, style 
of foundations and materials to be used? The floor loading 
to be taken as 1i cwt. to the foot super. 

2. Draw to a scale of half inch to one foot, two plans of a 9 in. 
brick wall at an external angle. The work to be in Flemish 
bond. 

3. Draw to a scale of 4  in. to one foot a Gothic three-light 
tracery window in stone, an show accurately all stone joints. 

4. You have been commissione to have a small timber building 
in a district where white ants are prevalent.—What timber 
would you use, and what precaution take to prevent the 
ravages of the white ant? 

5. Draw to a scale of 2  in. to one foot a king post principal truss 
for a span between brick walls of 28 feet, and to take a tile 
roof. 	Figure sizes on all timbers. 

6. Explain the meaning of the following terms, and illustrate 
with sketches:— 

(a) Frog. 	(b) Matrix. (c) Cogging. (d) Soffit. (e) 
Extrados. (f) Igneous rocks. (g) Fibrous plaster. 

[The 



THE FINAL EXAMINATION, 
MAY-JUNE, 1920 

(See also July Number). 

GEOMETRICAL AND ARCHITECTURAL DRAWING AND 
PERSPECTIVE. 

(Optional for Intermediate). 

i. Draw a plan and section of the groining of a Bay 24 ft. x 15 ft. 
with Gothic arches and diagonal ribs, and shew stone courses. 

2. Draw the elevation of the head of a Gothic two-light Win-
dow with cusping. To have quatre foil over centre mullion, 
and the whole under one Gothic arch. 

3. Draw the section on line A. B. through a hexagonal pyramid. 
4. Construct an ellipse, the major axis of which is 3i ins. and 

the minor axis 11 ins.-  
5. Make perspective drawing from plan and elevation herewith 

of half dome Niche. 

SPECIFICATIONS. 

(Optional for Intermediate). 

N.B.—Refer to Building designed by you in the Design and Planning 
Section, and write the necessary Specification for same under the 
following headings :— 

Question I.--Write a Full List of Trades in their proper order. 
Question 2.—Write fully the Trade of "Mason." 
Question 3.—Write the Trade of "Carpenter and Joiner." 
Question 4.—If time allows, write the Trade of "Blacksmith 

and Bronze Founder," but do not do so at the expense of Questions 
I, 2, and3. 

Instructions to Candidate.—Write clearly, and leave left hand 
margin to paper. Writing in pencil not objected to. 
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SHORING, SANITARY SCIENCE, WATER AND GAS SUPPLY. 

(Optional for Intermediate). 

Note.— Sketches must be given wherever possible. 

i. A brick wall, 35  feet high, shows a prominent sharp outward 
bend, the portion protruding most being at a height of 25 
feet above ground line :—Sketch  the form of shore you would 
recommend for this wall, .and state your reason for using same. 

2. You have been asked to construct a cellar 8 feet below the 
foundations of the adjoining building which are 2 ft. 3 in. 
thick; and your own cellar wall will have to be 3 feet thick: 
—Describe your procedure with relation to:—(a) The ad- 
joining building. 	(b) To your own building. 

3. A stone column 2 feet in diameter with carved capital in 
the nave of a church, shows signs of settlement, and requires 
to be underpinned:—Describe carefully, and illustrate with 
sketches, the method of shoring and underpinning it. 

4. Describe and illustrate by sketches a raking shore suitable for 
a five-storey building, naming each member and giving details 
of principal joints. 	Floor to floor measuring r i feet, the 
ground floor being 2 feet above ground, and foundations 4 
feet below ground. 

i. What would you consider a suitable fall for: 
(a) 4 in. sewer pipe drains. 
(b) 6 in. sewer pipe drains. 

2. What is the object of ventilating long wastes? 	What 
length of vertical (bath) waste would you consider safe to 
leave unventilated? 

3. How would you joint up the following? 
(I) Lead trap to lead waste. 
(2) Earthenware pan to lead waste. 
(3) Two cast-iron pipes. 
(4) Two wrot.-iron pipes. 
(5) Cast-iron to wrot.-iron pipes. 
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4. Briefly . describe any sewerage system you would recommend 
for .a medium sized country home in an unsewered area. 

5. Describe the principle of a grease trap. 

6. A client's request is for a W.C. off a bedroom :—State under 
what conditions this would be allowed in the Metropolitan 
area. 

DRAWING AND DESIGN, PLANNING; AND ARRANGEMENT. 

Subject. 

Entrance Gates to the Yublic Gardens of a country town suit-
able for a War Memorial. To be for foot traffic with approaches, 
enclosing railings, kerbs, footpaths, etc.; and have Lodge attached 
(or detached) of four (q.) rooms with all conveniences, etc. 	The 
gate pillars should be large on Plan, and may have monolithic stone 
over the gates. To contain bronze tablets for the names of 500 
soldiers; and have bronze standards for lighting. 	The foundations 
are bad, no bottom being obtainable that will carry more than to 
cwt. to the foot. 	Make design for foundations, and give details 
of construction proposed. 	State the approximate weight of the 
pillars and gates. 	Give design for bronze tablets, and draw one 
name full size with section of lettering. 	The material to be used 
is granite. The whole work is to be monumental in character. 

NATURE, PROPERTY AND APPLICATION OF MATERIALS. 

1. Describe a concrete most suitable for 
(a) Foundation footings. (b) Lintels. (c) Casing in 

steel girders. 	State compressive and tensile strength 
of each. 

2. Illustrate with sketches, and explain fully, the manufacture of 
a machine-pressed brick burnt in a Hoffman kiln. 

3. In the City of Melbourne, what materials are allowed and 
available for damp proof courses; and state relative qualities 

of each. 

4. What is Trachyte, and for what is it most suitable? 
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5. Name as many Victorian stones as you know, and state what 
purposes for which each are specially adapted. 

6. What Australian Hardwood timbers do you know, in what 
locality do they best grow, and when seasoned, for what are 
they most suitable? Give tensile and compressive strength 
of at least two. 

7. You have a large parapet gutter to cover. What materials 
would you use? State your reasons. 

8. In painting, what is the meaning of the following terms? 
(a) Bases. (b) Vehicle. (c) Solvent. (d) Driers. 

PRINCIPLES AND PRACTICE OF CONSTRUCTION. 

i. Boring a Factory site discloses 5 ft. crust of earth, ashes and 
clay, 25 ft of river silt ; and, under the silt, a firm clay 
foundation :—Discuss the relative merits of a reinforced con-
crete raft and piles as foundations for such a building, and 
illustrate your remarks with sketches. 

2. Illustrate with sketches the method of bonding and fixing 
Marseilles tile roof, slate roof and corrugated iron roof. Dis-
cuss the relative merits of these types of roofing for :- 

(a) Domestic work. 	(b) Factory work. 

3. A brick pier 3 ft. is loaded to the extent of 12 tons per 
square foot :—Draw to : in. scale the cement concrete founda-
tions you would use, the foundation being stiff, yellow clay. 

4. Draw to 2  in. scale (and figure same) steel stanchion carry-
ing a central load of 7o tons. Shew cap and base and foot-
ings required, allowing for a safe load on foundations of 3o 
cwt. per square foot. 

Shew formula and figures used in calculating problem. 

5. An internal timber wall and ceiling is to be lathed and 
plastered :—Carefully  describe methods for carrying out this 
work, and describe materials to be used. 

6. Draw to - in. scale a timber roof principal 40 ft. clear span 
having principals 12 ft. centre to centre. 	Cover the roof in 

[galvanised 
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galvanised corrugated iron, with fibro cement ceiling between 
purlins. 	Shew one side of the roof with parapet and box 
gutter, and the other side with eaves gutter. 

122 • 

QUANTITIES, ESTIMATES, AND PROFESSIONAL PRACTICE. 

1. Take off and bill the excavation and foundations, up to 
ground floor line, of the Lodge you designed yesterday, and 
shew all your methods. 

2. Give what information you can as to values and methods of 
estimating, based upon the cube of a building area or any 
other method you know, except detailed quantities. 	State 
exactly what measurement you would take when estimating 
by cube area or otherwise. 

3. State the effect of "Payne's Act" in relation to the lighting of 
a building in City or otherwise, and .quote any case you 
know of. 

4. In an Arbitration case :—(a) What decisions of the Architect 
must be allowed to stand? 

	
(b) What matters may be sub- 

mitted to the Arbitrator? 
5. In the case of insolvency of a Contractor, what would the 

Architect do? 



Temple Moore.— The sudden passing of Mr. Temple Moore on 
June 30th removed from the ranks of the profession one of the 
ablest of modern Gothicists. 	Military ancestry supplied traits of 
character which made marked contribution to the expression of his 
work. Early manhood in the seventies, found him face to face with 
a pronounced transitional period of Architecture; and close associa-
tion, first as pupil, then assistant and ultimately as successor, with 

the most brilliant of Sir Gilbert Scott's sons resulted in what was 
a new emphatic note in Gothic rendering. All who have followed 
the record of extensive work by Temple Moore have not failed to 
grasp the high educational value of it all. 

The most striking example of Gothic now taking shape in Liver-
pool Cathedral owes not a little to the influence of this recently 
departed master; in that its Architect was just completing his articles 
with his father's pupil, when, with full consent, he independently pre-
pared a set of drawings in his spare time for the preliminary com- 
petition. 	Mr. Scott once told the author of this slight tribute, that 
when he mentioned the matter to him he replied: "By all means, it 
will be good practice for you as a young man," also that he owed 
his love of broad wall surface in Gothic work to Temple Moore. 
Such love was rare in those years, though Masters of Architectural 
thought are realising more and more that progress lies greatly along 

that course. 	In the evolution of Architecture, quite regardless of 
any style, the work of Temple Moore will ever bear a highly honored 

place. 
Modern Art.— One of our exchanges, commenting on Sir Regi-

nald Blomfield's remarks on Modern Art in his Hertz Lecture, and 
[the 
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the reply brought forth, submits that "neither the lecturer, nor Mr. 
Clutton-Brock quite see what is happening around them." And then 
proceeds to utter a weighty summary of the°position, worthy of close 
analysis and attention. This is it: "Of profound importance to the 
future of art is the fact that it is once more alive to the unknown ; 
is out for bravery and adventure; that it is once more growing out 
of life. 	All the failure and mistake of the academic position lie 
in the inability to understand that art grows out of life, and out of 
no recipe, academic, or any other." 

War Service Homes.— In view of what has already appeared 
on this very important subject, it is noted that during the Senate's 
discussion on August 25th of the War Service Homes Amending 
Bill, when Clause II. was reached, in the words of the daily press 
"Senator Pratten (N.S.W.), asked the Minister what was the 
position with regard to Messrs. J. & H. Kirkpatrick, the firm of 
Architects who supervised the erection of the War Service Homes for 
the Commonwealth Bank; and what had become of their claim, 
estimated at £30,000 for fees. 	Senator Pratten also urged that 
returned soldier Architects should have an opportunity of doing work 
for the Commission. The Minister said that the agreement with 
the Commonwealth Bank was now at an end, and the claim of the 
Architects had been submitted to the Auditor-General, whose ad-
judication upon it would- be final. In future the War Service Homes 
Commission would prepare plans, the cost having worked out in 
the past at Li per house, as against up to 32 per cent. charged by 
an individual Architect." 

An Outcome of War.--A British School of Archaeology has 
been established in Jerusalem, of which the Prince of Wales has 
kindly consented to become the patron. This School looks forward 
to collaborating with the Palestine Exploration Fund in the excava-
tion of an important site. 

Delhi.—At the new Capital of Delhi the chief public buildings 
are rapidly rising; and, in addition, some 6o to 7o Indian princes are 
building palaces. 

Medical Congress.-- In the presidential address to the Eleventh 
Australasian Medical Congress in Brisbane, on August 23rd, Dr. 
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W. F. Taylor, M.L.C., suggested that every branch of the British 
Medical Association should appoint a town planning committee to 
keep a continual watch on the cutting up of blocks of land by specu-
lators and others, and to see that the land advertised for sale was well 
drained, and that the allotments had sufficient area—say 30 perches 
—to prevent overcrowding. A good deal could be done by com-
mittees of the Association to educate the people in town planning 
principles. 

Men of Vision.—The "Architectural Journal" says:—"Men of 
Vision do not fail us. Among the recent influx of endowments of 
Scholarships and Research is the gift of £i65,000 to Cambridge 
University for the building of an institute of bio-chemistry and for 
the endowment of research; the bequest being that of the late Mr. 
William Dunn. 	The important point is that the potential value 
of our Universities to the community is now more clearly perceived 
than it was a generation ago." 

An Architect Baronet.—. So rare is it for a member of the Archi-
tectural profession to be created a baronet, that there is special grati-
fication in noting in the latest birthday honors list the name of Philip 
Sydney Scott. Practising in Oldham, his work has been mainly in 
the design of great Lancashire cotton mills. 

Architecture in Australia.—The "Architectural Review" (Lon-
don) devotes more than a page to the book, "Domestic Architecture 
in Australia." 	The writer begins :—"Australian publications had 
not prepared us for so high a standard of domestic work as that 
which is revealed in the illustrations in the volume now before us," 
and concludes with :—"One  closes the work with a feeling of in-
creased respect for Australian Architects and Architecture; and with 
entire confidence in a future that this book will powerfully help 
to develop on sound and true principles." 

Architects' Registration BiÌI.— It is to be hoped that this Bill 
now before the State Parliament, will, without any serious amend-
ments to nullify its advantages, shortly be on the Statute books. 
Of course opposition was to be expected, but a careful perusal will 
shew that its provisions are primarily (as they should be) for the 
interest and protection of the public. 

[Victorian 
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VICTORIAN ARCHITECTURAL 
STUDENTS' SOCIETY. 

N 29th June, we were favoured with a talk by Mr. B. 
Jermyn Masters, entitled "Impressions of America." 

At the July meeting we were given an interesting 
insight into one side of an Architect's training by a 
lecture from Mr. F. L. Irwin on the "Training of the 

French Architectural Student at the Ecole des Beaux Arts, Paris." 
In order to stimulate interest in the Melbourne University 

Atelier, Mr. Irwin briefly explained its management, objects, and 
advantages. 

Mr. B. J. Masters has been elected to the office of Vice-President 
of the Society, and Mr. Kingsley Ussher, Dip. Arch., to the Com-
mittee. 

The Society has recently been presented with a fine collection 
of photographs, books, and negatives by Mrs. W. G. Sharp and 
Mrs. G. M. Buchanan, and to both these ladies our thanks were 
heartily tendered. Our members anticipate great pleasure in making 
use of this generous gift. 

To the successful candidates in the recent R.V.I.A. Examin-
ations, we extend our congratulations. 

HUBERT L. WAUGH, Hon. Sec. 
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