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LIFE IN FRANCE. 

By Philip B. Hudson, A.R.V.I.A. (Lieut. P. B. Hudson of the 
Australian Pioneer Battalion). 

Read before the General fleeting, at the Rooms of the Institute, 57 
Swanston Street, 6th May, 1919. 

LANDED at Marseilles on March 27th, 1916, with 
the first batch of Australians to arrive in France. 
At the time I was a sapper in the 5th F.C.E., then 
commanded by Col. Henderson, D S.O., who is a 
well-known member of our Institute. We were all 

delighted to leave the sand and flies of Egypt and Arabia behind, and 
consequently, everyone was in good spirits. We had a great recep-
tion from the populace of Marseilles, most of whom thought that 
we were Garibaldi's. 

After a short stay, we went North by train, and the Australians 
and their bands soon became established favourites with the French 
peasantry and townsfolk. We travelled for five days in closed 3rd 
class carriages (which was a big improvement on the cattle trucks 
of Egypt), and passed through Lyons, the outskirts of Paris, Amiens, 
Boulogne, Calais, Dunkirk, and thence to near Hazebrouck. 

One noted that the French people took the war far more ser-
iously than we had been accustomed to view it. In fact, we realised 
that the war was being carried on in deadly earnest on the French-
man's own mother-soil. 

We noted the placard in the railway carriage—"Mefeiz-vous, 
Taisez-vous, Les oreilles des ennemis, vous ecoutent." 

[Mentioning 
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Mentioning placards, I was much amused with one "Poilu" who 
had an enamel tablet hung round his neck with a piece of wire, and 
which he had ripped off one of the carriage doors. 	Excitedly he 
pointed to the notice, which read: "Il est dangereux se pencher au 
dehors," and remarked, "Regardez-vous, Monsieur, Pour les 
tranchees."  

Ian Hay, in his "First Hundred Thousand" gives a remarkable 
and true picture of the sensations of a soldier proceeding to the front. 
To us it was all the more interesting, because we first went into the 
same sector of trenches which he so cleverly describes. Shaftesbury 
Avenue, Piccadilly Circus, The Haymarket, etc., were soon familiar 
to us, for we went into the trenches at "Bois Grenier," near Armen-
tieres, on April loth, 1916. 

The careful concealment of cannon, the "sausage balloons," the 
arrangement of trenches, etc., were then described by Mr. Hudson 
in a clear and interesting conversational style. 

Our first serious bombardment in France was on Anzac Day, 
April 25th, 1916, and our first "dust up" with the Hun on May 5th, 
1916. 

That the Australian soldier is a wit of the first order is now an 
accepted fact. 	Some stories of the diggers' wit during those days 
at the "Garden of Eden" were related to members by Mr. Hudson 
in a manner that indicated his own contribution to the reputation 
earned by Australians for wit. 

Gas alarms and the difference between the howitzers and field 
guns, high explosive and shrapnel were lucidly described. 

Mr. Hudson then touched upon the first big move in July, 1916, 
to the Somme, and then the story of Pòzieres and Moquet Farm was 
related, and how the Australians again went north to Ypres after 
the big battles, only to return to winter at the Somme. 

Mr. Hudson described how the winter of 1916-17 was the most 
severe in Europe for 25 years, and said that the Australians stood 
up to it as well as any other troops engaged in France. The mud, 
until the frosts set in, was appalling, and many men were drowned 
in the quagmires. 

Bapaume and Bullecourt and the subsequent move north during 
May, 1916, to Messines, were described, and the story of the prepar-
ation and the "model" Battle of Messines was then dealt with. 
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After the great Battle of' Messines Mr. Hudson was detailed 
to make a report on the German "pill-box" concrete structure, and 
spent a very interesting week on this work. 

Many of Mr. Hudson's measured drawings of these pill-boxes 
were shown to the meeting, one of which is reproduced in this issue 
of the "Journal." A study of these discloses a profound and varied 
inventiveness that arose out of the necessity to, at all costs, secure 
shelter from the furious effect of modern artillery fire, and this, judg-
ing from close examination of the results of direct hits from shells 
at Messines on the Germans' pill-boxes of the latest types, had been 
almost perfected. 

The big explosion of thirteen mines at 2.10 a.m. on June 7th, 
1416, signalled the commencement of the Battle of Messines, and 
recorded the greatest blow-up that had ever resulted from the action 
of human beings. Mr. Hudson described the effect of this gigantic 
eruption, the result on the Germans of which was more far-reaching 
than was known at the time to the authorities. 

The nature of the ground on Messines Ridge, where there is 
water-bearing sand about 20 feet below the surface, made the con- 
struction of deep dup-outs there impossible. 	The mined dug-outs 
that have been found have only Io to 15 feet of earth cover. For 
the protection of his men from shell . fire the enemy resorted largely 
to concrete shelters. 	The roofs of these shelters were originally 
about, or just about, surface level, but shell fire has exposed con-
siderable portions of them, so that they now stand out above ground 
more than the designers intended. A variety of types were to be 
found. 	By the aid of these and the official manuals, the gradual 
development of German concrete construction can be traced. 

Two methods of construction were employed :- 
(a) Monolithic ferro-concrete; and 
(b) Ferro-concrete blocks. 

From the beginning, ferro-concrete was used in preference to 
plain concrete ; but, at first, the reinforcement was not scientifically 
applied. Steel joists and rails were usually employed. Failing these, 
iron screw pickets, hoop-iron, angle iron pickets and scraps of iron 
were thrown in. The regular form of construction was discarded, 

[apparently 
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apparently in consequence of the weakness of the bond between joists 
and rails and the concrete. Further, where close girders were em-
ployed for roof support, "in nearly all cases heavy shells have moved 
the roofs bodily, although there are very few entirely destroyed." 

Another explanation of the failure of joist and rail reinforce-
ment is possibly furnished by the French experiences at Verdun. 
There the dislocation and cracking of ferro-concrete under heavy 
shell fire was attributed to the difference in intensity and velocity of 
the vibrations in the iron and the concrete, which occasioned a separa-
tion of the two materials. It may be that the vibrations in girders and 
rails have a more disturbing effect on the mass of the concrete than 
the vibrations in rods. At any rate in the German "Manual of the 
Construction of Fielvd Positions," in both editions (June, 1916, and 
December, 1916), it is laid down that joists and rails are not to 
be used if round iron rods are available. 

In the first form of reinforcement by round iron, a framework of 
rods, uniformly distributed over the whole structure, was employed. 
Both in plan and section the cross rods formed a series of squares. 

In the latest form there are in the roof several layers of rein-
forcement near the surface, and one layer close to the bottom of the 
concrete. 	In the centre there is occasionally another layer, but. as 
a rule, none. 	Thus the reinforcement is principally near the sur- 
face. 	Construction is of course much facilitated by the reduction 
in the amount of iron; an unbroken mass of concrete is provided, 
which is not liable to be dislocated by vibration of iron in it ; the 
surface is given tensile strength. 

The side walls are sometimes built in similar fashion, sometimes 
there is only one ladder of reinforcement on each surface. 

The reports show that reinforced concrete structures of this 
nature will resist shell fire :- 

"Nearly all the dug-outs (twelve shown) have had direct hits. 
The effect of shell fire was practically nil, and in no case had it 
affected the concrete lower than the second row of reinforcement." 

"Direct hits from shells had very little damaging effect. The 
outer skin of reinforcing seems to be the secret, 	I actually saw a 
direct hit, I think a 5.9 in: the reinforcement was only penetrated 
to the extent of 4 in. 	Some of the shelters received as many as 
seven direct hits." 
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Architects. 
[Observations 

"In no case did damage extend beyond actual concrete blown 
away. Reinforcing iron was undamaged." 

"The combination of reinforcement and mass has been so suc-
cessfully worked out that some of the structures have been knocked 
out of plumb without cracking. The typical single chamber dug-out 
could not have been in a more exposed position. The ground around 
is a mass of interlocking shell holes, and yet no concrete is destroyed 
beyond the layer of steel bar reinforcement. From the proportion 
of void to solid in the section it can be seen that for the purposes of 
destruction, the shelter must be considered a solid block of reinforced 
concrete." 

Mr. Hudson, speaking of discipline, said the discipline of the 
Australian Army has often been wrongly censured. 	I was once 
asked my opinion by an English Staff-Colonel on this subject, when 
travelling in the train, in France. 	Several senior officers had been 
discussing our discipline, and I think that my reply was fair in 
our defence. 	I said: "Sir, results cannot be obtained without dis- 
cipline, and out results speak for our discipline." 	The Australian 
free and easy manner is often mistaken for bad discipline. 	But 
it is a well-known fact that Australians are justly very proud of 
their own discipline in the field. 

Life in the training Depots in England was touched on, and the 
architectural beauties of Oxford, Canterbury, Salisbury, Wells' 
Linton Bath, and other parts of rural England was referred to in 
terms of high appreciation. 

Our training centre at Minchinhampton for Australian airmen, 
and the jays and sensations of flying were incidentally described. 

Then the winter in the trenches at Wychate and the big Hun 
push of March 21st, 1918, were referred to. Subsequently, Villiers-
Brittoneux, Corbie and Hamel were pictured before members, in 
words and with a sense of feeling and touch that made them seem 
real. 

Mr. Hudson described having met a large number of our mem-
bers and students. Besides Col. Henderson, he said we had several 
Victorian architectural students in the 5th F.C.E., including Corp. 
Clayfield (killed in action), Corp. Oliver, Lieut. Calder and Lieut. 
Davidson. Lieut. Williams (killed in action) was an engineer officer 
and I heard from him just before his death. In the 4th Pioneer Bat-
talion we had Lieut. Bradshaw and Lieut. Foster, both Melbourne 



OBSERVATIONS AND SUGGESTIONS 
ON OUR TOMBS 

By W. R. Lethaby.. 

NCE long ago I remember suggesting to an educational 
committee that a class might be established for monu-
mental masons and the design of gravestones and 
monuments. There was a hush for a moment or two 
as if I had said something indelicate, and then it was 

turned aside, and I put in my place with one of our phrases—"it is 
hardly suitable," or "that would never do." 	Yet people will die, 
tombs are in daily demand, every town has a large and increasing 
collection, and a very great annual sum must be spent in making them. 
However, it seems to be understood that nothing shall be said about 
the inevitable business. 

'Little of value, indeed, can be said in a page on this big subject. 
Our ordinary grave monuments and tomb stones have been terribly 
sterilised of all natural feeling. 	Many causes have worked con- 
currently: the general "taste" of this time ; the "laying out" of a 
great number of new town cemeteries with their special rules and 
conventions, which are often rigid and mistaken and really almost 
compel heartless work; the routine practice of the monumental 
masons. It is much to say and hard to say, but altogether from one 
cause and another our tombs are nearly the most vulgar things we 
produce. They make one ashamed of having to be buried. 

The great mistake has been in the general ideal encouraged by 
the salesmanship of the monumental shops; all the designs, even the 
cheapest, seem to aim at grandeur of effect (the "grand manner") , 
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and at looking expensive. 	The materials are usually exotic; and, 
as "white marble" has a grand sound, the result has been to spend 
most of our tomb money in dragging marble from Italy. 	Little 
margin is usually left for workmanship, and even when there is such 
a margin the tradition for it has been swamped in the flood. Even 
the inscriptions under the deadly suggestion of the shops have often 
become a mere formula. For our tombs at least we should aim at 
a grave honesty. A tomb that was frankly cheap would at once be 
touching. The most beautiful recently made grave that I have seen 
was a white-painted cottage paling around some low roses in a country 
churchyard. It was evidently made by the village carpenter. 

It is necessary to arouse more general interest and to bring out 
more amateur effort here as in all matters of design. We cannot 
have poetry and love and beauty if nobody cares. They all spring 
from a ground of human feeling. In devising tombs anyone may 
cut with scissors out of folded paper far more interesting crosses 
than they are likely to get from the drawing offices of a "firm." 
Fold the paper once, twice, and then diagonally the third time, cut 
in simple round and right-angled turns, and cut quickly without 
any thought of a special design, but let that come by exploring the 
method. It is a mistake to think that designing must be done on 
drawing boards with a lead pencil--there is no must about it. Space 
designing by cutting out paper is an excellent method. 	Crosses 
and other forms thus devised need not all be wrought 
out of the stone; the lines might be traced on the flat 
merely. 	If a cross is cut out of one block, or if a head stone 
is shaped in any way with n, 	or 	tops, the general 
first form of a block of stone must be remembered. As much of the 
stone as possible should` be retained, and the result obtained by a 
minimum of the chopping away, which wastes both material and 
labour. 	Again, consider thickness: when the material is a coarse, 
local stone there is no reason that a slab should not be several inches 
thick. 	More pillar and post-like forms might be used, not "art" 
pillars, but round or octagonal blocks—if bye-laws will allow any-
thing so reasonable. On such forms, as the space for the inscription 
would be narrow, the lettering might well be disposed vertically, 

[to 
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to be read from the right hand side; or it might run up the chamfer 
on the left, across the top and down the right hand side, leaving 
the central space for a little incised cross. 	Quite interesting things 
might be done instantly if we would shake off the dull, dour, settled-
for-ever look of what we are accustomed to. 

The materials, when possible, should be local—granite, marble 
(we have excellent British marbles), stone, slate or oak. 	The 
polishing of marble or smoothing of stone should not always be done 
as a matter of course; they are methods, but leaving the work rough 
is also another method. There is no reason why slabs should not 
be used as they leave the saw. Saw-texture would make a variety 
to the rubbed stones, but I won't even say that rubbing is wrong. If 
done by choice and not by dull routine, it might be made pleasant. 
Special stones, like red Mansfield, are good enough where they are 
not special, that is, near the quarries ; but if stone has to be obtained 
from a distance, the best ordinary material, like Hopton Wood or 
Portland is better. Up to about 182o all our tombs were decent, 
and in many districts they were quite beautiful. Near where I am 
writing there is a fine series of black slabs with panels of white—
circles, lozenges, or hearts inlaid for the inscriptions, 

THE INSCRIPTIONS SHOULD BE OF GOOD LET-
TERS, AND THE WORDS SIMPLY SPACED, NOT DIS-
TRIBUTED LIKE AN AUCTIONEER'S POSTER FOR A 
DESIRABLE VILLA RESIDENCE. THE RIGHT AND THE 
TRADITIONAL WAY IS TO COVER THE GROUND 
EVENLY WITH LETTERS OF ONE SORT AND MUCH 
OF A S IZE. LETTERS OF A FAIRLY GOOD FORM ARE 
LIKELY TO BE FOUND ON THE TITLE PAGE OF ANY 
BOOK PRINTED BEFORE ABOUT THE YEAR 1840. 

Even as printed in ordinary type on this page, it will, I think, 
be seen how pleasant and `ornamental" a straightforward piece of 
lettering is. 

Usually, it is better not to have wide margins, but to spread 
the lettering well out to the edges; it may be bigger so, and covering 
most of the surface, it will have a pleasant ornamental look. Re-
member, too, that letters may be "raised" by sinking bands of the 
ground, and need not always be cut in a V. 
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This is an example of an inscription well arranged 

O PVS on a traditional method for narrow spaces. It is taken 

PISAN from an Italian medal. In fact, an inscription cannot 
be badly done if it is frankly done from a simple heart 

-PICT It is low grade, stereotyped competence, of a sort, that 
OR IS- makes the impossibly vulgar. 	Block lettering, with 

- M - 	just a little sharpening and accent at the ends is a good 
CC CC form for stone cutting. Some written forms of letters 

X L V I I have in the past been delightfully used. Tombs which 
have been specially designed are usually overdone and 

worried. It would be well if monumental masons would again take.  
up making memorials naturally, founding on local tradition and using 
local materials. 	They could form their own collection of photo- 
graphs from country churchyards and vary on these. Rub inscrip-
tions. Look up real stones and burn the lithographs. 

As to the matter of tomb inscriptions, this, too, needs to be ap-
proached anew with the intention of saying something direct in plain 
words. Most of the inscriptions we see appear to have been dried 
up by a terror of saying anything deep and personal, and so the 
writers use wearying forms and a schedule of dates. The Roman 
soldiers and traders in Britain are not thought to have been especially 
tender and emotional, but the inscriptions on the tombs which have 
been found here frequently have the human note which cries across 
the ages. I quote here the essential parts from half a dozen epitaphs. 

1. To the Gods of the Shades: Julius Julianus ... is laid here 
by the care of Amanda, his wife. 

2. With this earth is covered Aelia Matrona .. . 
3. To Simplicia Fiorentina, a most innocent soul, who lived 

ten months... . 
4 	- made this to his daughter most sweet. 
5. .. 	to their dearest daughter made this. 
6. To Julia Secundina, a most affectionate mother, who lived 

seventy-five years, Caius Julius Martinus, her son, caused this to 
be made. 

Collections of epitaphs have been published, although mostly, 
I think, quaint and curious examples, but it may be doubted whether 
a perfect collection would not do more harm than good in that they 
would be copied and irritatingly iterated. What we want is direct 
speech from the heart.--("Builder"). 
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MINUTES. 
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INUTES of General Meeting, held at the Institute 
Rooms, 57 Swanston Street, Tuesday, May 6th, at 
8 o'clock. 

The President, Mr. Frank Stapley, occupied the 
chair. 

The Minutes of the previous meeting having been published in 
the "Proceedings," were taken as read, and were confirmed, on the 
motion of Mr. K. A. Henderson (F.), seconded by Mr. E. J. Clark 
(F.). 

Correspondence.— Apologies were received from Messrs. W. R. 
Butler (V.P.) , and H. W. Tompkins (F.) , and letters were read 
as follows:- 

Lieut.-General Sir John Monash, accepting nomination as Hon. 
Fellow. 

Lieut.-General Sir John Talbot Hobbs, accepting nomination as 
Hon. Fellow. 

Major-General Sir Charles Rosenthal, thanking the Institute 
for election as Hon. Fellow. 

Herbert Black, J. S. Gawler, and J. Burridge Leith, thanking 
Institute for Xmas greetings. 

Colonel Walker, Commissioner War Service Homes Depart-
ment, referring to meeting he had with the Council, and asking that 
circulars be sent to all Architects, asking if they would be willing 
to assist the Department with information re local materials. 

The President explained that the Council had met Colonel 
Walker, and had acquiesced in the sending of this circular, and had 
discussed the advisability of having a competition for designs for 
suitable homes. 	Since then a draft of suggested competition con- 
ditions had been received, which were being considered by the Council. 
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The President said he had to announce, with regret, the sudden 
death of an old member of the Institute, Mr. E. W. Crouch (A.). 
A letter of condolence had been sent to his relatives. 	He would 
ask the meeting to stand as a mark of respect to the late Mr. Crouch. 

Nominations. -Mr. J. J. Meagher, Associate, was nominated as 
Fellow, his papers being signed by Messrs. A. Peck (V.P.), F. L. 
Kling-ender (F.) , H. W. Tompkins (F.) . 

The President then proposed Lieut.-Colonel Sir John Monash 
as an Hon. Fellow. The election was carried unanimously by show 
of hands, with acclamation. 

Mr. A. T. Johnstone and Mr. L. J. Q. Reed were unanimously 
elected by ballot of members. 

The President announced that Mr. W. S. P. Godfrey (F.) 
had been appointed Honorary Treasurer, in place of Mr. E. A. Bates 
(F.), who had resigned the position after many years' retention of 
the office. It was decided to put on record the appreciation of Mr. 
Bates' services to the Institute. 

The President reported that the Council was arranging a depu-
tation to the Minister of Public Works, with reference to bringing 
on the Registration Bill, and ask for an amendment of the Factory 
Act, by which there would be an appeal to a Board of Referees. 

Papers were then read by Mr. A. S. Eggleston (F.) , on "Ex-
periences in India." 

Lieut. P. Hudson (A.), on "Life in France"; and Lieut. Hugh 
L. Peck (F.), on "Life in Egypt." Much interest was shown by 
the members, who thanked the readers by a hearty vote of thanks. 

[Housing 



HOUSING COMPETITIONS IN 
ENGLAND 

N the old world to-day there are almost innumerable 
competitions going on for new housing schemes. 
Many of these are framed on broader lines than we 
understand in our narrow professional view. Adju-
dicators in one at Bolton consist of three laymen, 

three women, one Architect and one builder. 
In all cases large sums are being offered as premiums, and the fol-

lowing, in which £15oo is offered by a newspaper company, contains 
novel conditions, particularly in its statement that local bye-laws need 
not hamper competitors:- 

Organized by the proprietors of the "Daily Express" and the 
"Sunday Express" for the best plans of model cottages and houses 
received in connection with the Model Home Exhibition, to be opened 
on May fgth, in the Central Hall, Westminster. 	The competi- 
tion appears to be well organized, and it will be a satisfaction to 
competitors to know that the following assessors have been appointed: 
—Mr. Henry Hare (President, R.LB.A.), Mr. William Dunn, 
F.R.I.B.A., and Mr. A. E. Richardson, F.R.I.B.A. — who have 
drawn up the conditions of the competition, which is divided into 
two sections :- 

(a) The Professional Section.—Premiums of moo guineas of-
fered. 

(b) The Amateur Section.—Premiums of 500 guineas offered. 
Designs are to be addressed to the Editor, "Daily Express" or 

"Sunday Express," 8, Shoe-lane, E.C. 4, and delivered on or before 
6 p.m., April 14th. 

The Professional Section is open to any Architect or amateur. 
The designs are to be suitable for erection in urban and rural 

districts. 
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The designs are to include three classes or types of cottages 
and houses, and premiums are offered as follows:— 

Class z.—Cottages for unskilled labourers.—zst, £too; 2nd, 
£zoo; 3rd, £50. 

Class 2.—Cottages for skilled artisans..--zst, £200; 2nd, £100; 
3rd, £50. 

Class 3.—Houses for clerical workers, etc.—zst, £too; 2nd, 
£zoo; 3rd, £9o. 

It is to be understood by competitors that the payment of the 
premiums conveys the absolute possession of the designs, including 
all copyright and other rights, but the authors will nevertheless be 
at liberty to use their designs in their own practice. 

Competitors may submit designs in one or more of the three 
classes. 

The plans may be prepared without regard to any existing by-
laws or Local Act provisions, the object being to show the best types 
possible if existing restrictions are removed. 

Each design of each block is to show plans of each floor with 
one section indicating the staircase; and two elevations. These are 
to be drawn to a scale of one-eighth of an inch to the foot on "Im-
perial" sheets. No other drawings to be submitted. 

No drainage need be shown. 
The Amateur Section is intended for amateurs only, and each 

design must be accompanied by a declaration that the author is not 
a professional Architect. 	Amateurs are invited to submit designs 
for blocks or detached houses for— 

(a) The unskilled labourer; 
(b) The skilled artisan; and 
(c) Clerks, assistants, etc. 
The following premiums will be awarded, on the advice of the 

assessors:— 
Three £zoo prizes for the best design in each of the types (a), 

(b), and (c). 
Three £50 prizes for the design adjudged second in order of 

merit of each type. 
Three £25 prizes for the designs adjudged third in order of 

merit of each type. 
[Why 



HY HAVE A DINING ROOM? 

By George H. Barrington. 

ROM the square hall, with its fireplace facing the 
front door, I was taken directly into the living room 
where, in a wide stone fireplace, itself facing the hall 
entrance, a low log fire was burning. 

On one side the fireplace was flanked by twin 
doors of the so-called French variety, giving on a stone porch with a 
sleeping roof, as I afterward learned, and on the other side, by a 
cushioned and backed wall seat that ran from the fireplace around the 
corner of the room to the window at the back. Within this seated 
angle stood a charming table of oak, with a long runner of an at-
tractive design, and on it two lamps. 

I saw no evidence of dinner even when my friend's wife joined 
us from hearing the prayers of their little boy upstairs. We chatted 
before the fire, from which a low, inviting divan extended, or rather 
at right angles from the fire, until dinner was served. 

A maid removed the lamps from the table to the corner of the 
room and set them on the shelves projecting above the backing of 
the wall seats. Then, wheeling in a tea wagon, she placed on the 
table "the implements of feeding," and my friend's wife rose. We 
seated ourselves on that wall seat, behind what a moment before had 
been a library table, my hostess at the end, myself down the side, but 
on her right, my friend next to me on that wall seat. 

Again the maid appeared, wheeling the tea cart, and from it 
there was placed before each of us three, one of those divided plates— 
the meat in the wider segment, potatoes in one of the lesser and an-
other vegetable in the third, a pat of butter and a roll. Thus our 
dinner. 
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Now and again I caught in the light what I took to be a glint 
of amusement in the eyes of my old friend, but he offered no ex- 
planation. 	Indeed, it was his wife whose instinct penetrated my 
wonder finally, but even she did not touch upon what to me was 
a most unusual—and most charmingly domestic—dinner until the 
maid, with her tea cart, had consecutively served the salad and the 
dessert and finally set before the hostess a burning coffee percolator. 
It was then, as she passed me my cup, that she said: "No, Mr. Bar-
rington, our dining room isn't being redecorated or having its floor 
cleaned. I+or—we have no dining room. And I love it! Henry" 
—to her husband—"I think you'd better explain." 

Whereupon "Henry" did explain, and in a manner I shall never 
forget. He told me that he had had the idea for years, but that 
it required these days of few or no servants to make it practically 
desirable. He told me that after all the "dining room" could not 
be justified from any point of view in the average house of the aver-
age family; how in the old days of medieval monarchism everyone 
ate in the kitchen save on great occasions where the "state" dining 
room was employed. 	When the people became "free" politically 
and had houses of their own everyone was a king in his own house-
hold, and in the instinctive love we all have for traditions of great-
ness, dining rooms sprang up wherein all the family ate all their 
meals. 

Modernly, he argued, the present dining room is the most un- 
thrifty and downright useless room in the house. It is a room that 
is occupied not to exceed two hours a day; it demands relatively the 
most expensive furniture in the house—buffets, sideboards and "China 
cabinets" that the better taste of to-day has done away with. 	In 
ancient times the family plate was displayed in those great state dining 
rooms on the sideboards and in cabinets. 

But such a display is not good taste to-day, so why all that 
furniture designed for no other purpose? 

So when we built this house we carried our philosophy into 
realization. 

"A door, which you do not see particularly, opens from one 
end of this room into a butler's pantry that in turn connects with 

[the 
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the kitchen. All the foolish, time-wasting care of display silver and 
china is done away with. With no dining-room furniture to buy 
all the better furniture could be purchased for this room—and a 
good picture or two. Besides, it is one room less to heat. 	And 
our friends like it better." 

"But how about the exterior of a dining-roomless house?" I 
asked. "I didn't take note of yours especially, as I came in." 

"That is up to the Architect," my friend said. "I have made 
the plans of one house that places the kitchen where the dining room 
ordinarily would be, and the ordinary kitchen space becomes the 
garage." 

I agreed then that it seemed quite reasonable to leave it to the 
Architect. 

"But after all," put in my hostess, "it is the difficulty of secur-
ing, coupled with the expense of maintaining, servants to-day that 
gives the house its greatest economic value to us." 

"We simply said to ourselves," my friend added, `Why a dining 
room?' And as we couldn't answer the question logically we went 
ahead. As it is, I am at this moment planning other dining-roomless 
suburban houses for erection here. 	I call them my `after-the-war 
houses.' " 

Later he showed me several pictures of dining-room substitutes, 
so to speak, as if to prove his argument. 

And as I walked to my hotel in the city that night I asked 
myself : "Why the dining room?" And I have not been able to 
answer the question to my satisfaction thus far. 



REGISTRATION OF ARCHITECTS. 

BILL has been in possession of the authorities at the 
Houses of Parliament for a long time, for the Regis-
tration of qualified members of our profession. With 
a view to expediting matters a deputation from the 
Institute waited upon the Minister for Public Works 

(Mr. Arthur Robinson), on May i6th, to emphasise the need for 
bringing forward the bill at as early a date as possible. 

It was pointed out that any person could now style himself 
an Architect. In the interests of the highly-trained men in the pro-
fession, as well as of the public, it was urged that men should be 
allowed to practise only after they had secured certain qualifications. 
This would prevent "jerry builders" from posing as Architects and 
designing buildings that were unsafe and against the requirements of 
health. Mr. Robinson, in reply, stated that he would consult the 
Parliamentary draftsman with a view to having the necessary legis-
lation prepared. 

Architects and builders at times find it difficult to keep strictly 
to the requirements of the Factories Act in constructional work. A 
second request from the Royal Victorian Institute of Architects was 
therefore made to the Minister for Public Works (Mr. Robinson) 
that official referees should be appointed under the Act to arbitrate 
between the department on the one hand and Architects and builders 
with respect to certain requirements of the Factories Act. 	It was 
stated that under the Act no latitude was given to Architects, builders, 
or officers of the department in certain directions. 	Two qualified 
Architects, it was suggested, should constitute the official referees, 
and they could decide where departures might be made from the strict 
letter of the factories law. Mr. Robinson said that the request seemed 
a reasonable one, and he would consult the Minister for Labour (Mr. 
Lawson) about it. 

Opening 



OPENING OF THE NEW ATELIER 
AT THE UNIVERSITY. 

HE opening of the New Atelier building at the Univer-
sity by Sir John Grice, Vice-Chancellor, on May 
16th, marked the commencement of what we will 
hope is better days for the training of the young 
Architects of Victoria.' The new building has been 

completed from the design of Mr. Gordon Sullivan, A.R.V.I.A., who 
won the competition held last year. The building has cost about 
£650, and is built of brick and roofed with tiles. It is free from 
ornamentation, and when furnished with drawing tables and provided 
with some drawings to clothe the walls will form a very suitable 
building for its purpose. 

Before the opening by Sir John Grice the visitors, consisting 
chiefly of Architects and Architectural Students undergoing the Dip- 
loma course in Architecture at the University, met in the lecture room 
of the engineering school, where a meeting took place, presided over 
by Mr. Frank Stapley, President of the R.V.I.A. In introducing 
Sir John Grice, Mr. Stapley said that the Institute was glad to be 
associated with the University in this excellent movement for raising 
the standard of Architecture. 	At present any "Dick, Tom, or 
Harry, or Chinaman" could call himself an Architect. The Institute 
had asked the Ministry to bring in a bill for the registration of Ar-
chitects. If they could secure that and the establishment of a chair 
of Architecture, the profession would take its proper place. 	He 
hoped that in any large engineering work of the future, such as the 
proposed bridge over the Yarra, Architects, as well as engineers, 
would be consulted, so that the work might be made a thing of beauty 
as well as a utilitarian joy for ever. 

Sir John Grice, when introduced, said: "I feel sure that before 
long the time will come when the Government of this State will 
recognise more fully than in the past the value of University educa- 
tion. The Ministry showed that it had begun to recognise this by 
the liberal action on the part of the Premier in granting the most 
liberal reply that we have ever received to requests of assistance for 
the University. I think that this foreshadows very good things for 
the University. I think that we can look forward to seeing, before 
many years, a chair and a degree of Architecture." (Applause). 
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The speaker went on to say that when the proposal came be-
fore the University Council they had an explanation from the lec-
turer in Architecture, and—better still—a guarantee of the interest 
on the cost for a certain number of years from the Institute of Ar-
chitects, They had present Mr. A. M. Henderson, the "father of 
Architecture" at the University, who had been lecturer or honorary 
lecturer on the subject for 3o years. 	(Applause). 

Sir John Grice then traced the history of the Architecture course 
at the University, and stated that its present development was largely 
due to a movement set on foot in 1913 by Arthur Williams, a student 
under Mr. Henderson. Williams got many young draftsmen working 
in the Architectural offices to attend the University course. 	He 
and 30 others enlisted for active service, and Williams, unfortunately, 
was killed. 'There were now, however, between 30 and 40 students, 
and others were returning from abroad. 	In 1914   the University 
Council asked the State for .£i000 a year to establish a chair of Ar-
chitecture, and as late as November, iox8, had again affirmed the need 
for this chair. 	They had not included this amongst their requests 
ro the Premier, a fact which he regretted, because the Council con-
sidered it unwise to ask for too many things. The Atelier would 
be run on the Iines of the famous Paris "Atelier," and would provide 
a kind of post-graduate course. 	Difficult problems in design and 
construction would be submitted to the students, and he understood 
that leading Architects would give students the benefit of their ripe 
experience. (Applause). Sir John Grice also referred to the work 
done for the Architectural course by Professor Payne. 

Mr, A. M. Henderson said that Architecture had for many 
years been the Cinderalla of the University. 

The lecturer in Architecture (Mr. Alsop) said that the main 
object of the Atelier was to encourage young Architects to realise 
the responsibility they owed to future generations in the way of 
erecting buildings which strove at least to embody an ideal. 

Sir John Grice then formally opened the new Atelier, in which 
afternoon tea was served to the visitors. 

Architects and others are invited to donate or lend Architectural 
drawings or models suitable for the decoration of the walls inter-
nally. 

[A 



A VAR MEMORIAL FOR MELBOURNE 
 By William Lucas (F.) 

"TO THOSE WHO SAY 

THE WAR WILL BRING NO CHANGES, 

I SAY GOD FORBID." 

R. WILLIAM LUCAS, F.R.G.S. (F.), has published 
a "suggestion" in pamphlet form for a fine memorial 
to represent Victoria, proposed to be placed at the 
end of Exhibition Street, at its junction with Flin-
ders Street. It would occupy about 35o feet front- 

age to Flinders Street and have a depth of over 30o feet back to 
Flinders Lane. The scheme consists of a central Amphitheatre, sur-
rounded by monumental Architecture, and a broad terrace facing 
Flinders Street, while Exhibition Street is divided into two at Flin-
ders Lane, and is carried to Flinders Street, round the sides of the 
Amphitheatre. Two "Altar Bays of Honour" some 70 ft. by 30 ft., 
on plan, form the flanks of the Flinders Street frontage. Museums 
for the army on the left and the navy on the right, with colonnaded 
fronts occupy the corners of the site on the Little Collins Street 
fronts, and a central tower or column standing on the high ground 
at the back forms the great central feature of the whole monument. 
The idea is an extremely interesting one, the ground is very suitable 
in its inclination, and the fact that the property on the site is not 
very valuable would assist the matter from the cost point of view. 
There are, however, two reasons why it should not be adopted as 
Victoria's chief monument. For, fine as it might be made, it is far 
too minute a scheme for the purpose; its importance is altogether dis-
proportionate to the magnitude of the event it would struggle to com-
memorate. The site is out of the way. It comes from nowhere and 
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leads to nowhere, and the outlook from it is one of the ugliest we 
have; it is in fact a poor spot on which to put a nation's honour-seal 
in Architecture and sculpture, however deep their foundations or 
magnificent their superstructure. 

We do not yet fully comprehend this event, we are unable to 
think of it deeply, or bigly enough. We want to erect a great monu-
ment to Peace, and to the measureless good that is to come out of 
the years of agonising strife endured by those who have lived through, 
and of those greater ones who have not. The time to decide what to 
do has not yet arrived, but Mr. Lucas is to be sincerely thanked for 
his contribution. 

I hope Father Time has in store for this country, and this city 
of Melbourne, something far more worthy of a great young nation 
than anything vet even outlined. 

We have spent about a million a week for years in strife, and 
surely we can let the expenditure carry on for a few more weeks 
and spread it over years, to provide funds for a monument in scale 
to the great achievement. 	Nothing less than a Cheops, with an 
Avenue of Sphinxes, or a Place de la Concorde, with its Chaups 
Eleysees and Arc de Triumph, would fittingly stand in the minds of 
coming generations of men as emblematic of all our generation has 
su r::d :md triumphed over! 

(Bditcr) . 

[Along 



ALONG THE BYE-PATHS 

The Edmonton Motor Factory, England.— According to the 
"Times," the National Aircraft Engine Factory at Edmonton has been 
sold for £14o,000. "These works," says our contemporary, "cost the 
country £133,000 to build, and the Disposal Board, which is en-
trusted with the sale of all surplus Government property, can there-
fore show a profit to the taxpayer of £70oo on the transaction. As 
this is the first of the National 'War Factories to be turned over to 
private enterprise for peace-time production, the conditions and cir-
cumstances of the sale are of considerable public interest. The fac-
tory is a new one, constructed within the last two years, and com-
prises a splendid range of buildings of brick and glass, standing on 
a site of 14 acres. 	The works adjoin the Edmonton passenger 
station and are well equipped with railway sidings." 

It will be of interest to our readers to know that the Architect 
responsible for the lay out and construction of this 
factory is Mr. D. B. Niven, of the firm of 
Messrs. Niven & Wigglesworth. We understand that the Architect, 
with a view to the utilisation of the building for general purposes after 
the war, succeeded in getting the Minister of Munitions to adopt 
a simple unit system lending itself to alteration or modification in 
the future. 	This was rigidly adhered to in spite of considerable 
difficulties. The Architect also demonstrated that brick walls and 
north light roofs were at the time only a little dearer than tempor-
ary expedients with Belfast roofs. We think it may be claimed that 
his policy has amply justified itself and also that the best interests of 
the community are served by entrusting such work to qualified Archi-
tects. 

G. Gilbert, Scott, A.R.A.— In a letter received this month by 
one of our Fellows, Mr. Scott, Architect, of Liverpool Cathedral, 
told how very glad he was to recently get back to architectural work 
again, after being with the Royal Marine Engineers and engaged 
upon civil engineering work for the Admiralty—"a case of all hands 
to the pumps." His election last year (at the age of thirty-seven) 
as an Associate of the Royal Academy, came as a great surprise to 
him; though hardly to those who remember the marvellous design 
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which, prepared in leisure hours, at the age of twenty-two, won for 
him in public competition the distinction of being the Architect of 
what will be the largest Cathedral in Great Britain. 

R.I.B.A. Royal Gold Medal, 1919.— The Institute medal has 
this year been awarded to Mr. Leonard Stokes, who has been promin-
ently before admirers of the best modern architectural work for more 
than a quarter of a century. 

The Standardisation Bogie.—The man of business is ever in-
sisting that standardisation must be rigidly applied to the erection 
of homes for the working man. Some are of opinion that standard-
isation of such personal things as dwellings has less to recommend it 
than is generally supposed, and the opposite demand for diversity is 
often overlooked. There are some who dissent from the suggestion 
that cottages should be standardised. Everyone cannot believe the 
working classes would stand such treatment, and some are inclined to 
be too optimistic as to the actual economy that can be effected by 
standardisation. It is a sort of catch-word that sounds well until you 
have quite familiarised yourself with it. 

Women's View of Ideal Home.—In their annual report the 
Manchester and Salford Women Citizens' Association claim credit 
for the following recommendation :- 

Diversity and not undue standardisation in house planning. 
The provision of a proper place for the storage of food. 
Built-in cupboards in all rooms. 
Bath to each house. 
Hot water supply to each house. 
Means of filling the wash boiler and emptying same by taps. 
An entrance lobby to each house. 
Wooden floors for bedrooms. 
Handrails to all staircases. 
Suitable racks for airing clothes. 
Deep sinks, with plugs. 
Mouldings and skirtings without ledges for dust. 
Tiled hearths. 
Papers on walls of living rooms and bedrooms. 
Distemper on lobbies, sculleries, and bathrooms. 

[Architecth' 
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Architects' Charges for Housing Schemes.—The following scale 
of professional charges has lately been fixed by the R.I.B.A. for the 
subdivision of land and preparation of designs, and the carrying out of 
workmen's dwellings in housing schemes, which are of interest to 
us in Australia, where work of this kind is rapidly developing. 

(a) Housing Schemes and Laying Out Estates.—For the prepar-
ation of a plan or scheme from existing maps, showing roads, building 
plots, and buildings in block, and including conferences with officials 
of local authorities, but not including surveying, levelling, contouring, 
or the preparation of detailed plans of buildings, the remuneration 
is as follows : 

Per Acre 
For the first 25 acres .. , ... 	.... £2 2 0 
On the next 275 acres .. .. .: .. .. .. 	z 	z o 
On the remainder .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 	o 5 0 

Minimum charge, 25 guineas. 
(b) Roads and Sewers.—For preparing working drawings and 

specification of roads and sewers, obtaining tenders, and advising on 
the same and in the preparation of contract, furnishing to the con-
tractor one copy of the drawings and specification, general super-
vision as before defined, issuing certificates and passing and certifying 
the accounts, the charge is 5  per cent. upon the cost of the works. 
Should the works not proceed after the preparation of the drawings 
and specification the charge is 5 per cent. upon the estimated cost. 

(c) Buildings in Housing Schemes.—In housing schemes the 
charge is 5 per cent. on the first twelve houses, 2-i per cent. on the 
next sixty, z- per cent. upon the remainder. This percentage covers 
the ordinary variations in type of house and such minor modifications 
as are made to avoid monotony in appearance. 

Where the local authority assumes responsibility for the super-
vision and carrying out of the work, the above fees may be reduced 
by one-third. This scale is not necessarily applicable if the carrying 
out of the work is effected in instalments and consequently deferred 
over a long period of years. 

War Memorials.— What has been said in England by Professor 
Beresford Pite is also applicable to our condition in Australia. Re- 
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ferring to the duties of the Government in regard to monuments-on 
this greatest of all occasions in the world's history, he said:— 

"Upon a Government unequipped with a Ministry of Fine Arts 
has now fallen the heaviest responsibility yet to be undertaken in 
England by the arts of sculpture and architecture. The provision 
in the capital of the British Empire of a memorial of the glory 
of its wonderful fellowship and triumph, is the duty of its Im-
perial War Cabinet. This responsibility can neither be evaded nor 
neglected; a national committee will not be competent nor sufficiently 
representative to relieve the authoritative executive of the Empire 
of this pious obligation, and failure in prompt decision to act will 
waste both the sentiments of sorrow and thankfulness that ought to 
be crytallised in the moment of their greatest potency. 	Evasion 

through artistic timidity will be ridiculous to the world at large, and 
neglect will be criminal to every high principle invoked in the hours 
of crisis. Yet it cannot be denied that a general fear of incompetence 
in the Government to grasp this great and urgent artistic opportunity 
underlies this reasonable conviction that it is an obligation which the 
supreme executive authority of the Empire must perforce, and alone 

can adequately undertake." 

War Memorials. —"Now that peace appears to be so near to us, 
the question of an edequate War Memorial is pressed upon us more 
insistently. The events of the past four years are so close to us that 
we do not realise the magnitude of the achievement which is to be 
commemorated, how narrowly humanity has escaped a colossal catas-
trophe, and how great and complete is the victory which is now being 
secured. Consider how Paris commemorated the Napoleonic epoch 
in the vast scheme of which the Place de la Concorde is the centre, 
and how Italy (far from being a rich country) recorded her war of 
liberation in the Victor Emmanuel Monument in Rome. Yet the 
events which these memorialise, great as they were, sink into com-
parative insignificance beside the present great upheaval. 

Surely we can and shall be able to find some means which shall 
mark for all time in a great and imperial manner the part which our 
Empire, widespread and world-wide, has taken in these events; some 
great scheme which shall rise above and beyond a mere project of 

[estate 
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estate development. 	Such a scheme should be centralised in some 
great monument of a character to excite the imagination and provid-
ing a field for the adequate commemoration of the share which every 
portion of our Empire has taken." 

The Wrong Thing in War Memorials.—"In a matter of this 
sort it is far easier to condemn inappropriate ideas than to put for-
ward suitable ones. It is far better to do nothing in War Memorials 
than to do the wrong thing." 

New Partnership.:—It is announced that Mr. Walter R. Butler, 
(V.P.), F.R.I.B.A., has taken Mr. A. R. Butler into partnership, and 
that the new firm will practise as Walter & Richard Butler. 

The new member of the firm is a nephew of Mr. W. R. Butler 
and has lately returned from three years' active service with the A.I.F. 
in Egypt and France. 	He started his Architectural education in 
England and served his articles with Mr. Anketel Henderson (F.), 
in Melbourne, commencing eight years ago. 

VICTORIAN ARCHITECTURAL 
STUDENTS' SOCIETY 

OR the April meeting we were fortunate in securing 
Mr. R. N. Solly, of Wunderlich's Ltd., who gave 
us an instructive lecture on "Roof Measuring." 

After dealing with the weights and number per 
hundred square feet, of the various roofing materials, 

Mr. Solly gave us many valuable hints on the correct method of 
measuring a roof. 

The lecture was greatly appreciated, as was evidenced by the 
number of questions put to Mr. Solly after his closing remarks. 

Our Roll of Honour has been completed and now shows the 
names of seventy members who enlisted, nine of whom made the 
supreme sacrifice. 

F. DITTERICH, Hon. Secretary. 
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