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ARCHITECTURAL EDUCATION. 

(Paper read before members at the General Meeting of the Royal 
Victorian Institute of Architects, August 37th, 1918). 

PON the matter upon which I have to speak to you to-
night I have purposely refrained from reading a word of 
your discussion on a previous occasion. If, therefore, I 
repeat what has already been said, I ask you to "count it 
unto me as righteousness," and not to consider it pia- 

giarism. 
In thinking over the subject, it appears to me to arrange itself 

under three distinct heads, each of importance in answering the 
question of the paper. 

In the first place, what are the natural or acquired qualities 
which go to make the Architect? 

It seems to me that we must have some idea of what these are 
before we can express opinions upon the kind of training necessary 
to develop them. 

The more I thought of the matter the more difficult I found 
it to put these down in black and white. I began to make a list of 
those subjects that the Architect should know, and I found that m7 
list gradually assumed the dimensions of a catalogue, which, on sur-
veying, i could only describe with the "Dominic Samson" as "Prodi-
geous." I shall, therefore, content myself by mentioning a few of 
the more obvious. 

If Architecture be, as William Morris says: "The art of build-
ing suitably with suitable materials," it follows that the Architect 
must have a thorough knowledge of the materials with which he 
deals—be they stone, wood, brick, concrete, iron -- with sufficient 
knowledge of botany, geology, metallurgy, and the like, to under- 

[stand 
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stand their properties and right use. He must know the crafts whose 
privilege it is to use these materials. The carpenter, the bricklayer, 
the mason, the plasterer, the plumber, the decorator, the cabinet 
maker, and so on, and must be competent to give a critical opinion 
upon the work of any of these. He must have a scientific and prac-
tical knowledge of mechanics, acoustics, light, and other sciences 
which I shall not catalogue. He must be a mathematician and an 
archaeologist—although how much or how little archeology should 
be included in his training is matter for discussion. He must-in 
these latter days especially, with framed buildings and ferro-concrete 
structures—be an engineer, and he must, above all things, be an artist. 
Ruskin, indeed, asserts that "the Architect who was not a sculptor 
or a painter, was nothing better than a frame maker on a large 
scale," and although we may not go quite so far as that, it is certain 
that all work for which he is responsible must be considered as an 
expression of art and influenced by artistic thought. Ruskin, some-
where else, says that as Architecture appeals to the mind rather than, 
or as well as, to the eye, the Architect must also be something of a 
metaphysician, but I had not dared to add that, on my own respon-
sibility, to the numerous qualities mentioned above. Finally, he must 
know the modern Builder thoroughly-- 

"In the elder days of Art, 
Builders wrought with greatest Care 

Each minute and unseen part, 
For the gods see ev'rywhere." 

In these degenerate days the Builder cares far more about what 
the Architect sees and thinks than he does of the opinions of all the 
dwellers on Mount Olympus, and, so, I say, the Architect, in ad-
dition to his other accomplishments, must know his Builder. 

Above and beyond all, there are other qualities equally neces-
sary to his success as an Architect. He must be a man of culture 
and refinement, and, lastly, he should have the tact of a President 
Wilson, and the persuasive powers of my friend, Mr. Haddon, who 
appears to be able to induce his clients to allow him to do whatever 
he pleases. 
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Withal, as you see, the Architect is a man of many parts, or, 
as Jaques says: "Compounded of many simples." 

Now, it must be readily admitted that the education of such a 
man is far from being a simple affair, and it will be equally readily 
agreed to that success largely depends upon the material which is 
supplied for treatment—the Architectural recruits who present them-
selves. I, personally, consider this matter to be vital to the advance-
ment of Architecture and worthy of a separate place in these re-
marks. 

The methods of selection that generally obtain at present are 
known to you all. There is the time-honoured trio—the parent, the 
boy and the Architect—which, though not very scientific, has been the 
sole method of the immediate past. Lately a more reliable source has 
been provided by our Technical Schools, and really good material has 
been forthcoming from these. And, now, it is not unusual to find the 
boy from the Junior Technical School selected, and some, I know, 
hope that the latter Institutions have salved the problems of a suitable 
supply. But I am of opinion that changes are necessary in the cur-
riculum of these schools before they can be relied upon to supply the 
entirely suitable boy. 

In the first place, a good general education is a necessity, and 
this, the boy who enters the Junior Technical School, as at present 
constituted, does not secure. It may be of interest to remark here, 
as showing the value which our friend the enemy sets upon a good 
educational ground work upon which to build his Architectural 
training, that, in connection with the Technical High Schools of 
Germany—really Technical Universities—there are great Schools of 
Architecture, Engineering, Chemistry, and general science. They claim 
from their matriculated students the same preparatory education re-
quired by the old University, namely, nine years at a classical High 
School. Further, with reference to our Junior Technical Schools, 
the time devoted to Art during the first two years, is too limited to 
thoroughly test the pupil's ability in this regard, and there is there-
fore the danger of mistaking "a desire for a power" with the pos- 

[sible 
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sible attempt later to fit the square peg in the round hole. My 
suggestion, then, is to modify the curriculum of the Junior Technical 
School so that a section of the work shall embrace a higher general 
education up to the Ordinary secondary school standard. with more art 
and more science and with a less pronounced orientation than at 
present, in the direction of trades and industries, or, as an alterna-
tive proposal, to modify the existing High Schools so that their 
Curricula shall include a section with a more liberal provision for 
science, art and crafts, than at present. It will not be necessary to 
include all High Schools nor all Junior Technical Schools, certain 
suitable schools might be chosen. 	This suggestion makes use of 
existing institutions, and, I think, is compassable. Further, whether 
the pupil who passed through such a school did or did not take up 
Architecture or Engineering is immaterial, for he would in any case 
be supplied with education as sound and perhaps more useful than 
that of the usual secondary type. The point so far as the subject 
we are discussing is concerned, is that the pupils would be "tried out" 
in the artistic and the structural side of their abilities, and those 
who passed through the sieve of such a school could safely be re- 
jected as unsuitable, or, to vary the simile, the true Architectural. 

gold would remain in the dish, while those which were of the earth 
earthy were washed out. 

This brings us to the most important part of the whole sub-
ject--the training of the Architect. 

Given the carefully-selected youth, how are you to turn him into 

an efficient Architect? 
It would be interesting, if time permitted, to contrast the modern 

methods with those of the great days of Architecture. Then the 
embryo Architect's School was the workshop and the building in 
process of erection; he was always in close contact with the master, 
lived in his house, and, if the novelists are to be believed, invariably 
married his daughter. The subject is attractive, but cannot be pur-
sued further. One may add, however, that if it be a true saying 
that "by their fruits ye shall know them," this must surely have been 
the best method for educating the ,Architect, 
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To-day, the method as you know, is three-fold--there is, firstly, 
"the Office"; secondly, the Technical School and the University, 
and, thirdly, the study of fine historic examples. 

I place the work in the "Office" first in importance, because 
nothing can supply the place of the intimate association with a prac-
tising Architect: it is the nearest approach we have to the old master 
and pupil method, and I need say nothing further about it. 

The second element in the training of our youth—the Technical 
School and the University, is open to much wider discussion. 	I 
have deliberately bracketed the Technical School and the University 
together, for, I believe, that the preliminary training can be better 
given in our Technical Schools. 

It must further be considered that we have here but one Univer-
sity, and there are many aspiring and talented youths in our larger 
provincial towns, who could not possibly spend years at the Univer-
sity, but who can, and do, secure adequate preparation in local Tech-
nical Schools for their final year at the University. 

It is also, I think, a vital matter that the young Architect shall 
be brought into close touch with Industrial Art, and as there are 
good Industrial Art Schools at the three or four important provincial 
centres; all Architectural teaching is closely in touch with these. 

Unless the University is prepared to establish a very complete and 
well-staffed applied Art School, in addition to the Chair of Archi-
tecture, already proposed, I do not think that it can give the young 
Architect as suitable training unassisted as it can by collaboration 
with the Technical Schools. 

The third source of training—the study of historic examples, is 
one of the sources lacking to the Australian Student: drawings, photo-
graphs and imagination cannot supply the place of the real thing. 

The only practical suggestion I can make, is the establishment 
of a complete Architectural Museum. It is difficult to overestimate 
the value of such a museum to the Architectural student. There is 
no London student, I am sure, who is not prepared to admit the as-
sistance he has had from the Architectural Museum at Westminster, 
tucked away behind the Abbey. 

[Such 
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Such a Museum could be got together at a relatively small 
cost. A suitable site might well be secured upon the ground now 
occupied by the Melbourne gaol. 

But the whole story of the Archeology of Architecture is one of 
the discussible aspects of the subject. And I am prepared to agree 
with Ruskin that the life of an Art is manifested in its changes, 
and in its refusal of ancient limitatiôns. 

Other points one would like to refer to, but I probably have 
said enough. 

Briefly, what is wanted is a cultured man who knows his work 
and is sufficiently a man of the world to deal tactfully with his 
clients. 

DISCUSSION. 

Mr. Peck, in proposing a vote of thanks to Messrs. Bernard Hall 
and Carew Smyth, said he had to congratulate the students on hav-
ing five such able papers delivered to them. It was impossible to 
combine all the requirements mentioned by the speakers in one in-
dividual, so Architects had to be content to employ experts in some 
of the branches of building on which they had only general know-
ledge. 

The vote was seconded by Mr. Haddon, who said that the fun-
damental principles of art embodied in Mr. Bernard Hall's thought-
ful paper were well worth carrying away, but he thought the speaker 
too pessimistic and that the Architect should seek solutions to modern 
art problems with hopeful outlook, and if he was big enough he 
could attain satisfactory results from any material. 

Mr. Carew Smyth had treated the matter from a more practical 
side. 	Great assistance had been given by the Technical Schools, 
and the boys in the provincial centres had now a chance of working 
into the profession of Architecture. They should lead up to the 
Architect's Office and the Institute Examination. 

Mr. Lucas said that there was no fear of Architecture if we 
understood it aright. Architecture is plan--not elevation, but plan—
whatever the material, there should be nothing to be afraid of, 
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Mr. Butler said that the object of these discussions was to assist 
the members to arrive at the best method of educating the Architec-
tural student, and the Board to formulate the best examination in 
Architecture, and he hoped definite and substantial improvement in 
the Examination and education of the Architectural student would 
follow as the result of the papers and discussion on this all important 
question to the profession of. Architecture. 

Mr. Anketell Henderson expressed the pleasure he had felt in 
reading the papers which he was not well enough to attend to hear. 

With regard to Professor Payne's paper, he regretted, that some 
leading Architects of Melbourne did not deserve the Professor's good 
words, as instead of allowing their pupils time off from office work 
to attend lectures, the only time the Students were allowed for 
lectures in his last two years of lecturing, was lunch-time. More 
than one student had to be late in arriving and had to leave before the 
end of the lecture. Other Architects did deserve Professor Payne's 
good words. 

He hoped that the Registration Bill would be amended to make 
articles illegal, unless facilities for outside education were part of 
the agreement, and he intended to work for this object. 

With regard to the Atelier, it was proposed to have it open to 
third year students as well as post graduate work, and the Univer-
sity and Institute were to be congratulated that Mr. Rodney Alsop 
had agreed to act as its first Director. 

Mr. Butler's paper was exceedingly interesting, owing to the 
divers views expressed by leaders of the profession, and most of all he 
was struck by Professor Lethaby's broad views on the subject of 
scientific grounding. The knowledge of science was useful in pro-
ducing logical habits of thought and a knowledge of scientific ter-
minology enabled an Architect to state a problem and understand 
results in scientific investigation which the Architect had neither the 
time nor technique to work out for himself. He had found difficulty 
in persuading some students to stick to their science work, but years 
afterwards he had been thanked by them for his persistence. Pure 
science did not hamper the imagination, but stimulated it, and know- 

[ledge 

93 



arcbftectur8l EauctYtfon 	 94 

ledge of it was kept alive by the numerous technical applications of 
it met with in business. 

He heartily agreed with Mr. Haddon in his remarks about at- 
mosphere. 	Unfortunately, in many offices, especially small ones, 
there was a lack of it, and be was anxious that facilities for attend-
ance at University or Technical School should be made compulsory 
for all pupils in Architects' Offices. 	If Architects were to get 
the advantages of registration they should give these facilities to those 
dependent upon them. 

He hoped soon to see a degree in Architecture, but as many 
brilliant men had not the means in early life to study for Matricula-
tion, he hoped that some scheme would be arranged as a substitute for 
Matriculation, such as taking honors in the subject of the course—
failing honors, a diploma to be granted. 

Mr..Alsop said he had met Mr. Hurst Stager, Lecturer on 
Architecture to the N.Z. University, and he had informed him that 
in New Zealand the Matriculation as entrance to the Archi-
tectural course had been insisted on, but found a mistake and abolished. 
Training should spring from the Technical side, but should not be 
all Technical. 

Mr. Peck said that the Council and other bodies were discus-
sing a scheme for the compulsory education of the apprentices in the 
building trades at the Technical Schools. 

Mr. King (of Geelong) appealed to members to provide facili- 
ties for pupils to attend at the Technical Schools. 	He thought 
great care should be taken in the selection of Architectural pupils and 
it should be proved they were adapted for the profession. 

The President put the vote to the meeting, which was carried 
with acclamation, and Messrs. Bernard Hall and Carew Smyth suit-
ably replied. 



THE STATUS OF ARCHITECTS. 

N the last issue of the "R.V.I.A. Journal," one of the 
papera on Architectural Education deplored the fact 
that there were indications that the status of members 
of the Architectural profession was on the decline, and 
that it was our immediate business to seek out and 

remedy the cause. Attention is drawn to the same subject by con-
tributors to the professional papers and Architectural Journals 
throughout the world. The following interesting letter from Captain 
Cromie, A.R:X,B.A., to the Editor of the "Builder," touches many 
of the points to be considered, and illustrates the mental attitude of 
our fellow Architects at the war, and makes one realise that the more 
brilliant mind at work out there in the trenches, is planning for the 
regeneration of Old England, instead of Iamenting over its depravity, 
as Kipling makes one of his Tommies do after the Boer war, in these 
lines— 

"'Ow can I ever take on 
With awful C)ld England again, 
An' 'ouses both sides of the street, 
An' 'edges two sides of the lane?" 

Captain Cromie writes :-- 
Sir,—The R.I.B.A. is faced with a great problem in what is 

virtually a reorganisation of the profession, and its members abroad 
are awaiting the Institute's first moves with great interest. Pub-
licity is to the fore. It means much to Architects to have their pro-
fession properly understood by the public. The time is ripe for the 
present Council to recreate the prestige of its inheritance and to take 
active steps to ameliorate the conditions under which our profession 
is slowly but very surely being deprived of its proper status. To 
those who are serving abroad with the Forces, the future outlook in 
England is not a convincingly happy one. They ache for action 
but are unable to do more than read the published correspondence 
of the controversy so dear to their interests. 

One of the underlying difficulties which appear to affect the 
unity of the profession is the lack of interest among Architects in 
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their representative Institute, due to the fact that they are too de-
pendent upon business to occupy themselves with a purely academic 
M.B.A. One has yet to be convinced that lectures and debates 
by Architects for Architects in the obscurity of Conduit Street have 
in any way improved the profession as a whole or put a crumb of 
bread into the mouth of some poor fellow struggling against genteel 
poverty. 

The R.I.B.A. examinations are generally acknowledged to be 
an excellent educational institution. They are a lure and a snare 
to the young man who fondly imagines that their academic honours 
represent an assured income—as they ought to do. With what pain 
does it dawn upon him later that even clever assistants can rarely 
hope to earn more than £200 per annum. 

That the profession should be regarded as second rate is the 
direct outcome of the financial equation. We deplore the low stan-
dard of education. We preach unity. Our dithyrambics on the 
future of Architecture are becoming notorious—and we ignore the 
mundane financial questions upon which rest the social standing and 
ultimate worth of any profession. What has the R.I.B.A. ever 
done to ensure a fair wage for those "younger members" one hears 
so much talk about? 

Anything approaching a trades-unionism among assistants has 
usually been regarded as anathema, but that some form of collec-
tivity will eventually develop, will be but a natural corollary to the 
inactivity of the Institute with regard to their welfare. Our pro-
fessors have called for "Unity"—it will come from within. The 
rising generation of Architects wants to live. 	Registration will 
come—not the registration which is supposed to be a cure for all 
ills, but the registration which will serve as a limiting influence, 
which will control the profession and improve it. That there are 
difficulties to be overcome one cannot doubt—but are they such para-
mount obstacles? There is much talk of vested interests; the Asso-
ciates and the Licentiates appear at grips whenever the subject is 
discussed, but surely a representative committee of all Architects 
could be put up by the Ii.1.B.A., the Society of Architects and allied 
associations to present a Bill which would embrace the whole pro-
fession irrespective of academic honours? A registration examin- 
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ation on the lines of those of the Surveyors' Institution could be 
enforced in, say, ten years, and the R.I.B.A. could direct education 
and offer membership and diplomas for specialists. The Society of 
Architects could continue in existence, as has already been suggested, 
to safeguard the welfare side of the profession, with membership 
open to all on payment of a nominal subscription. 

The R.I.B.A. has proved itself incapable of obtaining the sup-
port and power necessary to enforce observance of professional eti-
quette. It has made fruitless endeavours to purify the management 
of competitions. 	It has failed to enforce an appreciation of its 
dignity and, alas, has failed to evoke a proper sentiment of duty 
among many of its members. That the Institute has systematically 
ignored the business side of the profession is perhaps blamable upon 
those traditions of the art of the master-mason, so laudable in them-
selves, which have in many ways hampered our progress. Would 
it be too pessimistic to say that even on the purely Architectural side 
we have not been a brilliant success? 	Can we really be satisfied 
with the work executed in the last quarter of a century? Has not 
the taboo of criticism allowed the repetition of too many mistakes, 
the cultivation of debased styles and the incubation of bad taste in 
minor important features even on the part of our most prominent 
Architects? We have been taught to honour those masters whose 
merit has been of so ordinary a calibre that the tendency to accept 
a low standard has become almost characteristic of our public Archi-
tecture, which would never have been accepted in the days of patron-
age, when men of culture demanded works of art and left us tradi-
tions which we have been too prone to neglect. There are, of course, 
some buildings of which we may be proud; we cannot be proud of the 
generality. No steps are taken to produce the right kind of cap-
able Architect; our clever young men are allowed to eke out their 
existence for want of patronage. Our prize-winners should be taken 
under the wing of the R.I.B.A. and materially helped to secure suit-
able positions in which their talent would not for ever rest in a latent 
state. The demand for a closer relationship between Architects, En-
gineers, Builders, and Clerks-of-Works, indicates the desirability of 
grouping or syndicate working—opportunities for which will not be 

[lacking 
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lacking in the future. There has been far too much of the loner- 

furrow, to the detriment of all, and the principle of fostering the 
arts and allowing practical issues to take care of themselves seems to 

need reversing. The R.I.B.A. should endeavour to counteract un-
desirable tendencies, on the one hand by inculcating a knowledge of 
the tinanciai desiderata, on the other by killing bad design by some 
form of criticism, such as might be supplied by a permanent com-
mittee. All plans produced by members should be submitted for 
criticism much in the same way as they are deposited before building 
committees for approval. This would not mean the establishment of 
an aesthetic camarilla, but rather an upholding of professional pride 
in good work. Professor Simpson' has declared that "the ultimate 
aim" is good Architecture; let us then take more positive steps to 
secure it than have been taken in the past. While the profession 
remains an open one the R.I.B.A. might invite Architects to co-operate 
in this way. Such a practice should tend to improve civic Archi-
tecture, especially in cases where scale and juxtaposition of street 
buildings are liable to be ignored, as, for instance, on the Strand 
island sites, where our piecemeal methods have so utterly failed and 
the wonderful possibilities of a grand scheme been entirely lost. 
Architects are sometimes guilty of what may be termed misappro-
priation of sites—due probably to a short-sighted egotism, which it 
would be the duty of an advisory committee of critics to prevent. 
The Gaiety Theatre is a case in point; it is quite impossible for other 
buildings to link up with it to form a satisfactory group. 	The 
Regent Street facade of the Piccadilly Hotel is even a worse example, 
and one trembles to think what will eventually become of the Quad-
rant. It is sometimes forgotten that Architecture, unlike other arts, 

is essentially public property. The public is undoubtedly interested 
in buildings—it is not in the least interested in Architects, and there 
is probably not one layman in a hundred who knows the names of 
three eminent Architects living to-day. 	This is unfortunate for 
both, and as we may not and do not wish to advertise, our repre-
sentative bodies might do more to encourage the public to understand 
a matter of such general importance. 

A prominent building for the "headquarters" • of the profession 
is a real necessity. The renewal of activities apres la guerre should 

be anticipated. In September, í9i4, a financier, who, even at that 
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date, forecasted the work likely to be necessary after an European 
war, foresaw the desirability of forming a building syndicate to re- 
construct devastated areas. 	Has the R.I.B.A. taken any initiative 
with a similar view, at least in so far as concerns the interests of 
British Architects? A Belgian organisation called "The Comptoir 
National pour la Reprise de l'Activite Economique," has already been 
established. It is State-controlled, and its main object is to purchase 
materials of all kinds and organise in the reconstruction of bombarded 
towns after the war. France and Belgium will both need British 
help in finance and materials. . . . And America? There is an 
American Committee for devastated France. There is much to be 
done and the State resources will be limited. Besides the recon-
struction, there are hundreds of new commercial schemes afoot. From 
Rouen to Havre the aspect of the Seine will be changed within ten 
years of the declaration of peace. Industries which were German-
controlled will be re-born. A vast field is open to business men in 
the building, engineering and commercial world. Time, however. 
will be short. The expatriated populations will require a speedy 
re-establishment. 	The shopkeeper, the agriculteur, the factor and 
the industrial, will require an immediate reconstruction of their pro-
perties. So much building in so short a delay with a minimum of 
capital will draw a tight string upon the resources of the countries 
affected, the governments of which will be mulcted in other affairs 
of equally urgent nature. Generally speaking, the re-building of 
northern France and Belgium will be in the hands of private enter-
prise aided by departmental facilities in the form of labour and trans-
port wherever possible. 

The Englishman in France is considered, above all, a practical 
man. Our Army establishments have been eye-openers to the French 
population. 	The speed and completeness with which our depots, 
hospitals, veterinary hospitals, aircraft factories, mechanical transport 
and engineering workshops, wharves, sidings, etc., have been con-
structed, has considerably astonished our Allies and evoked their 
admiration on all sides. The observations are to the point and 
flattering. 	Our temporary depots, erected in the main 
by partly skilled labour, in a foreign country against the war-time 
conditions of transport and military impedimenta, have exceeded their 
expectations. 	There is little doubt that British building operations 

[would 
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would have a very successful future provided they were properly 
initiated on business lines: The R.I.B.A. should study the matter 
closely in conjunction with similar bodies and take the steps necessary 
to bring the various professions together—so many of the members 
of which will otherwise return to empty offices and a period of dis- 
tressing insecurity as a reward for their patriotism. 	Aid would 
doubtless be forthcoming, if invited, from the Ministers of the Inter-
ior, etc. 

The vastness of the operations will require schemes on some sort 
of co-operative basis. such as might be formed by syndicates having 
Government recognition, composing an International Reconstruction 
Company and conducted somewhat on the lines of our Royal En-
gineers Works Department. Obviously a large capital will be re- 
quired. 	Publicity could be given to the scheme and good-will 
created, through the prefectures and local mayors. The principle 
to be adopted might be a combination of mortgaging in advance on 
buildings to be constructed, and the erection of works for state-aided 
clients. 

The attitude of the Government towards Architects in England 
after the outbreak of war has naturally been a sore grievance. The 
profession has been badly hit, chiefly because'it was unable to act in 
unison, because it had no really representative speaking voice, and 
because the R.I,B.A. was unable to take a strong enough stand at the 
very beginning. The result has led to waste. A similar state of 
affairs will surely arise after the war, unless we can act now. We 
have to guard against departmental restriction in building at home ; 
we must recuperate our losses, and we must be in the forefront to 
acquire a new status in the enormous building era which will come 
on the Continent and elsewhere. The reconstruction of France and 
Belgium cannot fail to attract a great number of British and Ameri-
can Architects, and unless the matter is fairly and squarely dealt 
with by the States concerned—aided by the representative bodies of 
the professions that are to do the work—only muddle and consequent 
loopholes for exploitation will result. In the meanwhile, the private 
practitioner can do nothing; it is the duty of the R.LB.A., etc., to 
take up the burden with the powers that be, so as to be prepared, when 
the time comes, to put the profession more solidly on its feet. 

ROBERT CROMIE, A.R.I.B.A, 
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THE ROYAL GOLD MEDAL. 

PRESENTATION TO MR. ERNEST NEWTON, A.R.A., 
PAST PRESIDENT R.I.B.A. 

N presenting the Blue Ribbon distinction of the Archi- 
tectural world this year to Mr. Ernest Newton, 
A.R.A., Mr. Henry T. Hare, President of the 
R.I.B.A., said, that having sent the medal out of 
England on two successive occasions, it was mani-

festly our duty this year to consider the claims of home Architects, 
and in proceeding to do so there was no difficulty or uncertainty in 
nominating the Past-President, Mr. Ernest Newton, whose work 
for many years past had been familiar as embodying all that was 
best and most characteristic in English domestic Architecture, the 
one branch of our art in which we compared most favorably with 
other countries. 

Mr. Newton was born in London in 1856, and was one of those 
fortunate young men to be articled to the late Mr. Norman Shaw, 
with whom he stayed some considerable time after the expiration of 
his pupilage. 	Intimate contact with that great master and his 
work over a period of years, could not fail to exercise considerable 
influence over a man of Mr. Newton's sensitive temperament, and 
that influence was sufficiently evident in his works, though in every 
case we may find the expression of strong individuality, and one 
could almost guess the authorship of one of Mr. Newton's buildings 
without looking for the signature. Mr. Hare remembered many 
years ago, long before he had the pleasure of Mr. Newton's acquaint-
ance, regarding his domestic work as being typical of what such work 
should be. In every case it would be found that the plans were 
models of an English house most carefully studied in every detail. 

[A 
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As would be recognised from the numerous illustrations on the 
walls of the room that evening, Mr. Newton's practice had been wide-
spread and various, and while the most important of his works were 
in, what is known as the "Georgian" manner, he was equally suc-
cessful in the more picturesque and characteristically English periods, 
while the Hither Green Church was a most excellent piece of late 
Gothic, worthy to rank with the best work of our ecclesiastical Ar-
chitects. At the other extreme, may be instanced the building in St. 
James' Street, designed in collaboration with Mr. Norman Shaw, 
which is evidence of the wide range of his knowledge and abilities. 
We looked forward to many more examples of his skill and ability 
when the arts of Peace are once more restored to us. 

Among the distinguished company present at the meeting were 
Sir T. G. Jackson, Bart., R.A. (Royal Gold Medallist, x910), Sir 
.Aston Webb, K.C.V.O., C.B., R.A., (Past President, Royal Gold 
Medallist, 1905), Mr. Reginald Blomfield, R.A., (Past President, 
Royal Gold Medallist, 1913), Mr. David Murray, R.A., Mr. Solo-
man J. Soloman, R.A. (Hon. A.), Mr. W. Robert Colton, A.R.A., 
Lady Webb, Mrs. Newton, and other ladies, and Mr. Newton's 
two sons, Captain H. A. Newton, R.G.A., and Major W. G. New-
ton, M.C., London Regiment (A.). 

In testimony to the popularity of the award, Sir Ernest George, 
of that renowned Architectural partnership of Ernest George & Peto, 
said :- 

"His beautiful work has always the charm of suitability with a 
refined grace enriching the land that he touches with his wand." 

And Mr. Paul Waterhouse was of opinion that the work of the 
new Gold Medallist, Mr. Newton, was best described "like other 
things of great excellence—in negative terms. The absence in it 
of those lapses, to which most designers are liable, is the mark of 
its high level of success. It is characterised always by that restraint 
which is the summit of refinement. He keeps always at the top of 
his form, and exhibits in his designs that apparent absence of effort 
which is always the result of great strength. 

Sir Aston Webb, in a speech brimming over with expressions of 
deep admiration, said:— 

"Perhaps the 24th of June, 1918, will be remembered as the 
day we gave the Gold Medal to Mr. Ernest Newton, and also the 
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day when the Italians drove the Austrians back over the Piave and 
saved Venice, and those dear Northern Italian towns, which we all 
know and are so fond of. Of our friends, many excite among us 
admiration, others excite respect, others affection. 	But our late 
President excites among us all those emotions, and especially affec-
tion. (Applause). We find, also, just that quality in his work that 
we find in the man himself. The houses that we see depicted on 
these walls to-day, we feel are lovable houses, ones we should like 
to live in. We can see them nestling down in a corner, or in the 
hollow of a hill, or by the river, or wherever it is, just as if they had 
grown in that particular place. They seem to speak of love and 
affection, both of the man who has built them and of the people who 
occupy them. There is another point, Sir, which you mentioned, 
and which, I think, Mr. Newton must feel very proud of, and that 
is his association with Mr. Norman Shaw. Of all the pupils Mr. 
Shaw had, Mr. Newton seems to have been picked out by him to 
collaborate with him, and, finally, was chosen as the one on whom 
his mantle should fall. That is a distinction that any man might 
be proud of. I did not know Mr. Shaw to anything like the extent 
that many did who are present here to-day; but, of course, I did 
know him, and I know him as a great artist, and also as a very keen, 
shrewd, hardy Scotchman, and the combination of those qualities 
constitutes it a great compliment that Mr. Newton should have been 
entrusted with the completion of his works. With regard to Mr. 
Newton's time as President. I think, Sir, that we ought to say a 
word of congratulation, not only to him, but to Mrs. Newton also. 
(Applause). We all know, Sir, that any success we achieve in life 
is largely due to our wives, and, therefore, Mrs. Newton has a very 
large share in the fact that Mr. Newton has to-day received the 
Gold Medal. It is also a very fortunate coincidence that both their 
sons are here to-day with them. An honour to a father is very pleas-
ant to a son, and I am sure they appreciate it very much. I, look-
ing forward, can quite imagine a day, some 25 or 3o years' hence, 
when not we, but our successors, may find themselves in a grander 
room than this, with a larger ceremony, conferring a similar honour 
upon one of his sons. I hope that it may be so," 

(War 



WAR  MEMORIALS. 

N artistic circles and among the leading ecclesiastical 
authorities in England, for some time past, deeply 
interesting discussions have taken place and are still 
going on, with the object of controlling, or guiding, 
the direction of national, commercial and individual 

expression of hero worship, that will spontaneously be put forth in 
the form of Memorials to the fallen heroes of the Great War ; heroes 
of combats in the heavens above, on the earth beneath, and in the 
waters under the earth. 	The consensus of opinion is unwavering 
in its expression that Architectural skill and advice should be em-
ployed in the design and in the choice of site of all memorials, and 
that minor individual efforts of the kind, usually displayed in brass 
tablets, should be discouraged, and that collective action should be 
given effect to wherever possible. 

Sir Edward J. Poynter, P.R.A., Sir Aston Webb, R.A., Sir 
Hamo Thornycroft, R.A., Sir Thos. Brock, R.A., Mr. Frank Dick-
see, R.A., Mr. Reginald Blornfleld, R.A., and Mr. Charles Sims, 
R.A., appointed by the Royal Academy as a Committee to con-
sider War Memorials, have drawn up and issued the following sug-
gestions :- 

I. Designs should be obtained either by calling in a competent 
artist, or by competitions; and in the event of a competition being 
held, whether open or limited, a professional artist should be em-
ployed as assessor, who should be considered as to the site and the 
conditions of the competition. 

2. The site of the memorial, especially if in the open, is of vital 
importance. Any odd place will not do, and advice should be taken 
as to the suitability of the site before designs are obtained. In large 
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WESTMINSTER ABBEY, BY "LONDONER." 

In regard to the same subject, an eloquent article appeared in the 
English "Daily Telegraph," signed "Londoner," 19th July, of which 
the following are brief extracts :-- 

"Once more (says the writer) the over-tenated stones of West-
minster Abbey cry out that there should be added to the greatest 

{and 

towns, for instance, a memorial should not be so placed as to obstruct 
traffic; on the other hand, it should occupy a position sufficiently con- 
spicuous to be worthy of its object; and the value or disadvantage of 
existing buildings as a background should be considered in deciding 
its position. 

3. Where the memorial is to take the form of sculpture or 
architecture, the question of material should be determined (a) by the 
amount of money available—e g., for bronze, marble, stone, or wood; 
(b). by local considerations where these exist. If. for example, there 
is a suitable and durable local stone, this should be used in prefer-
ence to stone imported from a distance; and if such stone is used, due 
account must be taken of its qualities in the design. 

4. In smaller towns or villages the setting of the memorial, 
the approaches to it, and its immediate surroundings should be care-
fully considered, and the cost of laying out the site, when necessary, 
should be included in the scheme. The effect of a memorial is often 
entirely destroyed by the want of a careful laying out of the site. 

5. 'Where memorials are proposed for the interior of churches 
or public buildings, whether in sculpture, architecture, stained glass, 
mural paintings, votive pictures, tapestry, Rolls of Honour, or wall 
tablets, careful regard should be paid to the scale and character of the 
architecture of the building and to any adjacent monument. 

6. The lettering of all inscriptions should be carefully studied, 
and should be legible. A bold Roman type, or the Italian letter-
ing of the 16th century based on it, is the type most suitable. 

7. In all memorials simplicity, scale, and proportion should be 
aimed at rather than profusion of detail or excessive costliness of 
material. It is the imaginative and intellectual quality of the work 
that gives it its final value. 
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and most lovable building in Europe some worthy annexe in which 
the dead of the next six centuries may lie side by side with the dead 
of the last, co-equal in honour and in our eternal gratitude co-equal. 
There is only one space in which the Abbey buildings can be ex-
tended. West, north, and east, the urgent traffic of London hems in 
the great structure that from Henry to Henry summed up, and still 
sums up, the splendour and the pride of England. 

To the south alone is there room and space for this extension, 
and the time has come when all the land to the south of the Abbey, 
from the Chapter House to Wood Street, must be reclaimed from 
the tide of dingy brick that should never have been allowed to surge 
so near the pivot of all the Empire 	 

The Westminster Palace Gardens have at least been secured, but 
in those days there was no need at any one moment of some gigantic 
scheme by which to perpetuate our solemn debt to those who have died 
for us, for all that we hold dear, for all that civilisation means. 
That time has now come, and the feeling that there can be no other 
worthy place is quick in the souls of us all. No peddling institute 
to commemorate these iron days; no subscriptions... . 

The cost of this war must be extended at least a fraction of 
one day longer in order that those who come after may still see be-
side the place where the heart of the Empire throbs something that 
shall record our plain thanks to the men who saved us in the day 
of our great and bitter need. No steel and stucco work for us- 
it should be as Reginald Bray may hâve dreamed it in the old days, 
when that most miraculous of all roofs in the world, was set up over 
the glass walls of Henry VII.'s chapel. It should be of stone, as 
carefully tested and chosen, and tested again, as any and every block 
in the Assouan dam. It should have foundations plunged into and 
through the London clay as deep as ever a caisson sank. In these 
days of show and glitter, let us have one solid and everlasting memor-
ial of what the British Empire proved itself to be in the day of 
.Armageddon. 

The dainty little gardens and closes of College Street would have 
stood small chance, and have been given small respite, in the days of 
Edward or Henry. Why would they be respected now? 
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We can build nowhere else; and these gathered peoples who have 
fought for us and ours intend to build. Ask anyone of our Domin-
ions if they would not instantly and as an honour bear the whole 
cost of this great memorial. Ask—and, for the sake of our great 
heritage, refuse. This is our business, and as plain, sane men we 
shall not hesitate. One with the memorials strung along our line 
in Flanders and in France; one with the scattered records of our 
lives laid down on the Peninsula, at Salonika, in Palestine, and 
along the river ; one with the unrecorded graves of those who died 
in fair fight or by foulness on our sea-green acres; one with our 
story as a kingdom, a State, an Empire; let us sweep clear the 
southern aspect of the Abbey and do ourselves the honour of having 
done it to the memory of the men who have died to save the world."  

CONFERENCE AT THE ROYAL ACADEMY. 

A conference on this subject was held at the Royal Academy on 
26th June, when a large number of representatives of the Church, of 
Government Departments, and of the principal artistic and other 
institutions were present, including Sir Lionel Earle, Secretary of the 
Office of Works, the Deans of Canterbury, Bath and Wells, and 
Ely. Mr. R. C. Norman, Chairman of the L.C.C., Mr. Henry T. 
Hare, President of the R.I.B.A., and Mr. R. W. Shirley, Master of 
the Art Workers' Guild. Sir Edward Poynter, P.R.A., took the 
chair. 

Sir Edward Poynter, P.R.A., after reading the circular of 
general advice distributed last March by a Royal Academy Com-
mittee on War Memorials, said that the time had now come for tak-
ing further steps to secure combined, instead of isolated, effort in 
erecting memorials, and to protect churches and public buildings from 
unsuitable treatment in setting up monuments of the war. A letter 
was read from Mr. Rudyard Kipling, who recommended the for-
mation of a committee to advise on sites and designs, and make 
widely known its readiness to do so. The Dean of St. Paul's wrote 
that he was in favour of a single national memorial as against numer-
ous local monuments. 

[Lord 
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Lord Plymouth urged that a strong committee of members of 
the Royal Academy and other experts should take every possible 
step to keep before the public the pre-eminent claims of art in the 
matter of patriotic commemoration. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Sir A. Leetham said that Lord Milner had 
deputed him to attend the conference and to assure the Royal Ac-
ademy that the Army Council were in full accord with the proposed 
scheme for advising on the subject. 

Lord Crawford congratulated the Royal Academy 
on  having had the courage to publish the important truisms 
of its circular of advice. The great problem was to impress on the 
public mind the collective capacity of large joint memorials. Too 
often the dignity of a public building had been spoilt by the small 
personal memorials placed in it. The English were supposed to be 
specially individualistic, but their successes in the war were due to 
collective effort, and the function of a committee of advice would be 
to induce collective effort also in the permanent records of these 
achievements. With regard to the treatment of churches, he thought 
it would be possible to get into touch with the chancellors of the dio-
ceses. It was certain that local memorials would be erected in great 
numbers, and here a central body of advice would be most useful to 
the local committees. 	It was important, also, that the artist, the 
creator of the work which formed the memorial, should have as free 
a hand as possible. The Royal Academy. with its high traditions 
and honourable status, was the proper authority to organise a strong 
body of artistic opinion, to which the public would naturally turn as 
the central panel of advice on the whole subject. lie was sure that 
by tempering enthusiasm with discretion they would establish a sys-
tem of artistic control which would be of great and permanent use-
fulness. 

Sir Alfred Mond (First Commissioner of 'Works) expressed 
his sympathy with the movement, and hoped it would succeed in 
saving the country from the erection of unsightly objects intended to 
commemorate the war. Merely utilitarian buildings for this pur-
pose should be discountenanced in favour of artistic monuments. 
Possibly, the committee might formulate a series of authorised types 
of designs carefully studied beforehand, so that definite schemes 

108 



171Rar Memorials 	 109 

might be ready when the memorial was to be erected. He trusted 
that the organisation started by the Royal Academy would develop 
into a permanent influence for the right guidance of artistic taste in 
the country. 

Sir Frederick Kenyon (Director of the British Museum), dis-
cussed the hest means of dealing with the innumerable small per-
sonal memorials which were certain to be set up in every locality. 

The Dean of York gladly welcomed the action of the Royal 
Academy, and was sure the assistance proposed would be very wel-
come to deans and chapters throughout the country. It would be 
especially useful to have it well known that there was a strong body 
of expert opinion in favour of corporate memorials. 	Besides the 
building of memorial chapels, and the use of crypts, he suggested the 
clearing away of the ugly structures which obscured many of our 
finest buildings, and so forming a handsome space. 

The Advisory Committee desire to ensure that Memorials, in 
or in connection with Churches, to the honour of those who have 
given their lives for their country in the war, shall not fall short in 
their expression of respect and gratitude by reason of any fault or 
unworthiness in form. The Committee believe that advice in such 
matters is welcomed, and that, owing to ignorance as to where it 
may be obtained, there is grave risk of the adoption of forms un-
suited to their surroundings or unworthy of their object. The cata-
logues of furnishing firms are not safe guides. 

To be expressive there must be individuality, and, even so, 
however excellent may be the work of the artist or craftsman in 
itself, it will fail if it is not in due subordination to the building 
in which the work is to be placed, and in harmony with its surround-
ings or unworthy of them. The governing considerations are archi-
tectural, which is frequently forgotten. 

The Committee do not think it is possible to give any guidance 
that would be generally useful as to the form of memorials which 
may best be adopted; the choice will obviously be affected by local 
and personal circumstances, but the Committee would draw special 
attention to the desirableness of giving preference in old churches to 
the replacing of ancient ornaments of the church, rather than to the 

[erection 

e 



Vaar li.lemorfaIs 
	 110 

erection of new monuments. As instances, the following are sug-
gested: — Repair of chancels, re-erection of screens, both chancel and 
parclose, of roods and lofts, canopied front cover, good bells, and 
churchyard crosses. 

The Committee make the following suggestions:— 
(1 ). One Memorial, designed to harmonise with the building 

or surroundings in which it is placed, is to be preferred to several 
small Memorials, but separate Memorials may form part of one 
common scheme—e.g., the fitting up of the Chapel. Lacquered brass 
or copper, ornaments and characterless fittings are to be deprecated. 

(2). The erection of a united Memorial should be postponed 
until the end of the war, though it is of importance to decide before-
hand what form it shall take. 

(3). Whatever form of Memorial may be in the minds of the 
promoters, whether it be something monumental or structural, or the 
provision of the simplest ornament, it is desirable that the services 
of an Architect should be employed. His advice should be sought, 
not only as to the form of the Memorial, but as to the artist or 
craftsman to be employed. 

(4). The promoters and their Architect would have regard to 
the Architectural style, character, and period of the church and the 
materials of the structure and the right preference to be given to the 
use of local materials where fit for their purpose. 

(5.) Quality, simplicity and suitability should be the guiding 
principles in carrying out the work. 	Special attention should be 

given to good lettering. 
(6). Where it is proposed to place the chief Memorial in the 

open air, it is advisable that a record of names should also be pre-
served within the church, engrossed on vellum in book form or other- 

wise. 	 . 

(7) . A Faculty should be obtained in every case in which in 
accordance with ecclesiastical law this is necessary. 

(8) . The Committee will be prepared to give more particular 
advice to incumbents who may have proposals under consideration. 



VISIT TO SEAMEN'S INSTITUTE 
BUILDINGS. 

EMBERS of the Royal Victorian Institute of Archi-
tects paid a visit of inspection recently to the Sea-
mens' Institute Buildings, lately erected in Flinders 
Street Extended. 

Mr. Walter R. Butler (F.), F.R.I.B.A., Ar-
chitect of the building, pointed out to the visitors the planning diffi-
culties occasioned by the angular site with entrance on one side only, 
and emphasised the fact that the ground consisted of modern filling 
some six or eight feet deep, on the top of about twenty-five feet of 
river silt. 

The administrative requirements needed to carry on the work of 
the Institution were varied and complex, and the buildings cover a 
wide range, both in kind and construction. For the entertainment 
of seafaring men the central feature consists of a hall, about loft. 
x 35ft., with a stage arrangement at one end and a refreshment stall 
at the other, while off it, open billiard rooms, reading rooms, lecture 
hall, committee rooms, and so on. Above the main hall, approached 
by a wide staircase from the main entrance, are officers' rooms, ap-
prentices' rooms and a large space for cubicles with ample bath room 
accommodation. Above the Lecture Hall is the Chaplain's residence, 
a two-storey structure of about ten rooms, approached from the 
garden by an external concrete stair. Adjoining the main hall is 
an open-air arcaded court of oriental character, in which open air 
teas are served out to the sailors by the ladies of the Harbour Lights 
Guild, from a well-fitted kitchen, provided for the sole use of the 
ladies. Off the open-air court, approached from the main hall by 
an arcaded cloister, is a book room for the distribution of literature, 
and a chapel, to seat about two hundred, with open timber roof, seats 
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of blackwood, chancel screen, baptistery and other well-appointed 
equipments, and it should be mentioned that the whole cost of the 
chapel and fittings was collected by the ladies of the Harbour Lights 
Guild, and serves to remind us that "they all love Jack." On the other 
side of the hall is a two-storey caretaker's residence, baggage rooms. 
where sailors may leave their belongings for a month for threepence. 
Provision for hot baths at a nominal charge, a book room for the 
distribution of literature, and a large gymnasium not yet built. 

Before the buildings were completed, horizontal fractures ap-
peared in the walls of the Flinders Street front. To give greater 
strength to the work an interesting experiment was resorted to, con-
sisting of boring holes in the ground at intervals, and pumping liquid 
cement grout into the earth to a depth of about eight feet, under and 
round about the foundations of the walls showing weakness. The 
cavity in the walls was also filled with liquid grout. An illustra-
tion of the boring appears in this issue of the "Journal." In excav-
ating to test the efficacy of the ground strengthening, it was found 
that the grout pumped into the bore holes had penetrated to a con-
siderable distance from the bore holes. An empty beer bottle, nine 
feet away, was entirely filled with grout that had been forced that 
distance through the ground. 

The complicated nature of the buildings and the small area of 
the ground available necessitated some portions of the work being 
one storey, some two, and some three stories in height, and rendered 
the weight on the inferior foundations very unequal. 

Piling the site was considered, but abandoned, owing to its cost, 
and a reinforced concrete construction of foundation was adopted, 
with varying widths to suit the differing loads to be carried in the 
one, two and three storied portions of the work. 

The drains of the entire building were laid first, and the founda-
tions built over them as near the surface as possible, to take the 
utmost advantage of the strength of the filling deposited in recent 
years on the top of the river silt. 

The opinion of the visiting Architects was that the foundation 
work had proved successful, and that the fractures in the walls in 
a few places were of a very trifling nature. 
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AONG THE BYE-PATHS. 

Examinations.—The Council of the Institute has de-
cided to hold a Preliminary Examination for candidates for admission 
to membership of the R.V.I.A. The Preliminary Examination will 
include the simpler subjects of the Institute curriculum, but the stand-
ard will not be in any way lowered from that established in previous 
years. 	If a candidate passes the "Preliminary" he will be entitled 
to a certificate, but full membership of the Institute, and the Diploma 
accompanying it, will not be won until the Final Examination has 
been passed. Full details of the subjects, and the new arrangements 
for the conduct of the Institute Examinations in future, will shortly 
be issued. Notwithstanding the possibility of dividing the Examina-
tion into two parts, it is intimated that the whole may still be taken 
in one Examination by candidates desiring so to do. 

Admission to the Institute of Men from the War. — Considera-
tion is being given to the question of admitting to membership of the 
Institute, almost without examination, Architects and Architectural 
Students who have left their professions to fight the country's battles 
in the old world. 	With this object in view, a committee of the 
Council is now preparing new regulations that will, if adopted, en-
able those who can show that they have had a satisfactory Archi-
tectural education to become Associates of the Institute without sit-
ting for the Institute's Examination, if their studies have been inter-
fered with by service in the Australian Imperial Forces. 

Standardisation of Steel Sections.— The Director of Munitions 
has requested the President of the Federal Council of the Australian 
Institute of Architects to appoint representatives to meet Engineers, 
Steel Merchants, Builders, and others interested in the manufacture 
of Australian steel, with the object of standardising steel sections for 
the Australian markets. In inviting the co-operation of the Archi-
tectural profession in this important work, appreciation was expressed 
by the authorities, of the fact that all the Australian Architectural 
Institutes were represented and could be approached through a central 
body, thus rendering combined effort of the profession quick and effec-
tive. 

Conference on Education of Apprentices.---A Conference has re-
cently taken place at the Institute rooms of delegates from the Master 
Builders' Association, and from the Societies of the Plasterers, Plum-

thus 
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bers, Carpenters and Joiners, Painters and Decorators, Masons, Elec-
tricians, Bricklayers, and others, to consider means whereby improved 
methods of apprenticeship to the trades represented would be assured. 
During discussion, it was admitted that the standards had fallen 
generally, and that it was desirable that they should be raised. The 
solution was proper education of the boys at the Technical Schools, 
and as they would not attend in the evenings, facilities should be 
given for their attendance in the daytime. It was also suggested that 
tradesmen should be registered as in the case of the Plumbers. Fin-
ally, a resolution was arrived at : "That it be compulsory for ap-
prentices and improvers to attend a Technical School four hours per 
week, or 16 hours per month, during the daytime, the time to he 
paid by employer." A suggestion was also made and received favor-
ably, viz., the establishment of a Technical School fund by the em-
ployers, to reimburse the cost of school fees and time of apprentices, 
something on the lines of the Workman's Insurance Fund. The 
resolution was to be referred to the various societies represented for 
ratification, after which a strong deputation is to wait upon the Min-
ister with. the object of emphasising the fact that the present serious 
dearth of young men learning the skilled trades required in building 
operations is almost certain to bring about in the near future diffi-
culties that, owing to shortage of skilled labour, will injuriously 
affect the quality of work to be done, if it does not lead to the prac-
tical cessation of good work in the building trades, and to ask the 
Government's assistance in our endeavour to prevent this'catastrophe. 

The Reconstruction of Dublin. — The large reconstruction 
scheme, necessary in the central area of Dublin in consequence of the 
disastrous Irish rebellion of Easter, 1916, is now assuming material 
shape. It will be remembered that the insurgents at that time took 
up strong positions in many of the residences and public buildings 
surrounding the principal streets in central Dublin, making it neces-
sary for the military authorities to demolish those premises, and in-
cluded in this area was Sackville Street, which is the pride of the 
Irish metropolis. The devastation here, by gunfire and conflagration, 
was a remarkable sight to witness, and has had no historic parallel 
probably since the Fire of London. The clearing away of the debris 
and ruins was a huge task undertaken by the City Engineer of Dub-
lin, and occupied about twelve months. The time estimated for re-
building by the City authorities was taken to be from five to seven 
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years. Some of the finest buildings, both historic and modern, were 
destroyed in this area, and the whole number involved reached about 
three hundred premises.-"Builder." 

Employment Bureau.—An Employment Bureau for Architec-
tural Assistants is now open at the Institute for those desirous of 
obtaining engagement in offices of practising Architects, further re-
ference to which will be found on the Students' page of this issue 
of the "Journal." 

American Y.M.C.A. — A large group of buildings has been 
erected amidst the trees and beauties of St. James' Square, London, 
S.W., as a hostel for the officers of the American Army and Navy. 
It consists of a central octagon garden with extensive buildings, com-
prising eight wings containing numerous recreation and sleeping 
rooms radiating in wheel-like fashion from the centre. There is a 
"Quiet Room" and a "Rest Hall" for the composure of the nerve-
racked soldier, and every modern device that skill and ingenuity can 
lend their hand and heart to, to ease the strain on the tired fighter. 
Needless to say, the buildings are of a temporary nature and will be 
removed after the war. 

World's Shortage of Timber.—A number of members of the Royal 
English Arboricultural Society visited Crewe Hall, Crewe, recently, 
and inspected the woodlands. Lord Crewe, presiding at a meeting, 
said there must be a great system of national afforestation. He did 
not think it would interfere with the beautiful amenities of the coun-
try. They were now beginning to see what for many years had been 
known to be going on—that the timber supplies of the whole world 
were becoming short. 'When he was Colonial Secretary many dis-
cussions took place as to the future of timber and the timber supplies 
all over the world. In the great timber-growing countries there had 
been for generations an almost absolutely, reckless destruction. Hun-
dreds of millions of pounds' worth of timber were destroyed either 
by burning or felling in the process of clearing new parts, and there 
would need to be a great reproductive system. He was in hopes for 
some time of a timber supply from Africa, but he was not sure that 
those hopes were likely to be realised on a very large scale, and there-
fore it became the duty of all European nations, in reconstructing 
their social and economic systems, to consider what could be done in 
the way of increasing their timber supplies. It was not only a great 
national, but 3  great international question.—"Builder." 

[Minutes 

ti 



MINUTES. 

Minutes of General Meeting of the Royal Victorian Institute 
of Architects, held at the Institute Rooms, on Tuesday, August 27th, 
at 8 o'clock. 

The President, Mr. Arthur Peck, was in the chair. 
The minutes of the previous meeting, having been published in 

the "Journal," were taken as read. 
Red Pine Shingles.— The President stated that he had had an 

enquiry from the St. Kilda Council as to the advisability of allowing 
the use of Red Pine Shingles for roofing purposes within that suburb, 
and had referred the matter to the Council of the Institute, who 
decided that they saw no objection to such permission being given. 

Mr. Anketell Henderson suggested that additional security from 
fire would be given by coating them with waterglass. 

F.C.A.I.A. Constitution.— The amendment to the Constitution 
of the Federal Council of Australian Institutes of Architects was 
adopted without discussion, on the motion of Mr. Tompkins, seconded 
by Mr. Bates. 

Code of Ethics.— Some discussion took place on the Code of 
Ethics, submitted by the Federal Council. It was moved by Mr. 
Haddon and seconded by Mr. Lucas and agreed to by the meeting 
that the discussion be adjourned. 

It was further agreed that members be asked to send in to the 
Council of the Institute any suggestions or amendments to the Code 
before the next Council meeting. The Code was printed in full 
in the July number of the Institute "Journal." 

Town Planning Conference at Brisbane.— A short report of the 
Town Planning Conference at Brisbane, at which eight members of 

the Institute were present, was read by Mr. W. M. Campbell (F.) . 
Congratulations to Mr. Tompkins.—The President said he had 

the pleasing duty to perform of congratulating Mr. Tompkins on 
being elected to the Mayoral chair at Kew, and Mr. Tompkins 
thanked the President for his congratulations. 

Short papers on Architectural Education were then read by 
Messrs. L. Bernard Hall, Director of the National Gallery, and P. 
M. Carew Smyth, A.R.C.A., Art Inspector, Education Department, 
the former of which appears in full in this issue of the "Journal," to-
gether with the discussions that followed, 



— 	URING the two months which have passed since the 
last issue of this "Journal," the V.A.S.S. has not 
been idle, for it was on its proposal that the Employ-
ment Bureau, of which an outline is given below, 
was started. 

The applicant for employment will fill in a printed form, stat-
ing qualifications, etc. ; these forms will be filed with the Hon. Sec-
retary of the Institute, and be available for inspection of members 
requiring draughtsmen. The Bureau is open to returned soldiers, 
members of the Institute, and members of the V.A.S.S. The file of 
applicants will be kept by the Hon. Secretary of the Institute as 
confidential, except to those requiring draughtsmen. 

For the August meeting we were fortunate in securing Mr. U. 
James Nicholas, B.Sc., who read a paper on "Reinforced Concrete 
in Building Construction." The paper was illustrated with lantern 
views, a number of which were views of San Francisco, and were 
taken shortly after the earthquake. 	These showed the enduring 
qualities of reinforced concrete under such conditions. 

Students have been interested in the papers dealing with the 
education of the Architect, which have been read before the R.V.I.A. 
lately, and sincerely hope that substantial results will develop from 
the discussion of this important subject. 

L. C. HOPKINS, Hon. Secretary. 
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